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NEGRO ACTS DOMI 





? 


Actor Residuals Hit $10,000,000 


Residu 
in December of 1953 have passed 
to the Screen Actors Guild. 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 


s to actors from telefilm programs since their ince; 


tion 
the $10,000,000 mark, according 


Collections passed over the hump to $10,260,252.97 with the June 


residuals 


which hit an alltime monthly high of $499,211 


25. By 


way of comparison, May collections totaled $315,879. 





which are paid directly 
for p st 


Figures do not include residual payments for tv 
to the actors, 
48 features released to television. 


commércials, 


nor payments to thesps 








Smatra Cracks Own Record in A. C.; 
1306 Lure (18 Shows) at 500 Clu 


Atlantic 

Frank Sinatra drew an estimated 
10,000 into the 500 Club as he 
played 18 shows in an eight-day | 
appearance which ended Saturday | 
(1). Club's gross, based on admis- 


sion, dining and drink take was | 
| 

estimated at more than $130,000 
Based on a straight $5 admission 


fee, which al 
Vermillion 
perf rmed 


paid before entering 
Room, where singer 
a minimum $50,000 was 


racked from this source. Policy of | 
straight $7 minimum which, in this | 
fnstance, didn’t mean too much, was | 
ask Most checks run over this 


for an estimated $8 average. Thus 
more than $80,000 more went into 
the tills, pushing returns well past 
the $130,000 figure — probably 
closer to $150,000 

Vermillion 
seat 650 for 
out wit 
demanding seats 
Based on 18 shows, 11,700 could 
have been cared for, and it is be- 
lieved more were. 500 Club also 
had special guests, writers, etc., 
who were in on cuffo basis 

Sinatra played three shows the 

(Continued on page 78) 


Disk Jockeys Serving 
As ‘Substitute Parents’ 
Blasted at Church Meet 


mingham, Mass., Aug. 4 

Radio and tv need a shakeup— 
disk jocks are serving as substi- 
tute parents—the public is allow 
ing itself to be “prostituted by teen 
concepts of entertainment on tv 
and -and those in “think 
positions” in the communications 
may need to be supplanted, a Cath- 


Room was set up to 
Sinatra. It was a sell- 
all week. Many 
never made it 


} 
| 


ropes up 


radio 


olic priest told a Protestant aud at 
@ workshop session of the Eastern 
Christian Social Action Institute 
he e iast WweeK 

Re John J. Grant, associate ed 
ftor of The Pilct, official newspa- 
pe if the Catholic Diocese of Bos- 


ton, lashed out at disk jocks as not 
rving as substitute parents, 
but clergymen and spiritual 
advisers to youth. TV record show 
jocks came in for their lamps too, 
and one tv figure was assailed for 
assuming the role of “psychologist, 
historian, sociologist and religious 
adviser, feeding his viewers intel- 
lectual 
infantile.” 


only sé 


also 





City, Aug. 4 + 


Precocious Critic 
Judy Teichmann, 17-year-old 
daughter of playwright How- 
ard Teichmann, is vacationing 
in Europe this summer with a 
student group. While in Paris, 
she and the others attended a 
performance of the celebrated 
nudey show, “Folies Bergere.” 
In a letter to her parents she 
comme ..ed, “You never 
many flat-chested women in 
your life.” 


Saw so 








pablum because they are| 


10,000,000 Brit. TV 


Sets by End of ‘59 


London, Aug. 4 

Value of tv set Britain 
over the year's first six months is 
estimated to be double the 1958 
figure for the some period. Over 
1,000,000 sets were made, which is 
unprecedented for the Jan.-June 
spell, and their retail worth comes 
to around $196.000,000, including 
sales tax. 

Some manufacturers are now 
anticipating that the total of sets 
sold and rented in all 1959 will hit 
2,500,000, though the more con- 
servative put the figure at 2,250.- 


sales in 


000. It's certain, anyhow, that by 
the year’s end the number of sets 
licensed will be over 10,000,000 
figure suggesting that if the 
purchasing graph continues 
show the same angle of increase 
the market will reach saturation 


point by some time in 1961, 


Would Speed USSR Pix 
For Yankee Audiences; 
But It’s ‘Diplomatic’ Issue 


A new problem 
in connection with im 
of the Soviet-American filn 
ment. This time it’s the question of 
editing. 

It isn’t 


has cropped up 


plementation 





agree- 


something the major 
companies are eager to talk about 
since they're concerned with the 
Russian reaction. However, it’s a 


fact that several of the Yanks dis- 
tribs feel that, in order for the So- 
(Continued on page 78) 


| 
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| 
| 


i both the 
| beginning on July 11 in 


NATE VAUDE 





‘AACE’ THEATRES 
NEW ‘BIG-TIME 


By JOE COHEN 


The Negro vauders are getting 
a prime batch of names this year | 
and look forward to one of the} 
best seasons in years. The pros-| 
perity that seems destined for the | 
Negro houses also seems to be 
carrying over to the more general- | 
ized situations inasmuch as the | 
RKO circuit has slated one show 
in its Cincinnati house, and the | 
Riviera, Detroit, has booked Pear! | 
Bailey for one week on a reserved 
seat basis. 

The Negro vaude house, to all 
intents and purposes, is the only 
vaudeville left in the U. S. outside 
of New York where the Radio City 
Music Hall, a presentation house 
and the Roxy, currently on a 
name act policy, are the only regu- 
lar theatres with stageshows. The 
Apollo, for most weeks of 
vear, is the only non-Broadway 
theatre in the U. S. with a variety 
show. At intervals, it is joined by 
the Howard, Washington and the 
and Regal Theatres, Chi- 





Tivoli 
cago, 

This list is soon to be joined by 
the Fenway, Boston, which will be 
using both Negro and ofay head- 
liners starting in October. 

The Negro houses have been 
able to survive with live policies 
more readily than the paleface 
outlets because of their ability to 
use disk names with greater fre- 
quency than the white counter- 
parts, While only a few rock 'n’ 
roll names have been able to nab 
any kind of boxoffice in other situ- 

(Continued on page 66) 


Westinghouse s 
$5,500,000 CBS 
Dems-GOP Buy 


Westinghouse Electric is paying 
an estimated $5,500,000 in time 
and production costs for its third 
ivish CBS political spread during 
the 1960 Presidential conventions 
Bankroller bought coverage of 
Democratic convention 
Los An- 
Republican convention 
starting July 25 in Chicago, a pre- 
convention show on July 10 and 
the Nov. 8 election return coverage 
—all on CBS-TY. 

Westinghouse, which underwrote 
video coverage of the conventions 
in ’52 and '56, will be carrying the 
key political show on both CBS 
Radio and CBS-TV. 

Sunday afternoon (July 11) pre- 
convention coverage by CBS-TV 
will be a half-hour long. In addi- 
tion, Westinghouse will be bank- 
rolling nine other half-hours be- 

(Continued on page 79) 





geles, the 


?- 


the | 


Getting Cheesecake-Conscious 
Again as Producers ‘Sex Up 59-60 





Safe to Look Healthy 


When Cary Grant visited 
Cleveland recently on behalf 
of Metro's “North By North- 
west,” he took note of the 
great suntan sported by Frank 
Murphy Loew's Theatres 
zone manager 

Said Murphy: “In the past 
when a theatreman diSPlayed 
a suntan, it was thought he 
was neglecting his business. 
Now that we operate drive-ins, 
it's okay.” 





‘Gypsy Earning 
$23,000 a Week 


earning what's be- 
lieved to be the largest weekly 
operating profit in Broadway legit 
history. The Ethel Merman-starrer 
is clearing nearly $23,000 a week 
on its steady sellout gross of $82,- 
900, also believed to be a record 
take for a regular-run Main Stem 
production 

Assuming that capacity attend- 
ance will continue, the David Mer- 
rick-Leland Hayward presentation 
should recover its production cost 
during its 21st week in New York 
next Oct. 5-10. That’s based on 
operating income alone and repre- 
sents an unusually fast payoff, 
since the musical, also one of the 


“Gypsy” is 


top-budgeted productions in Broad- 


| way 


was capitalized at 
uding 20° overcall 


history, 


$420,000 





| ured it 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Sex, all but eradicated from tele- 
vision by the western, seems at 

last to be making a comeback 
As production plans for the new 
season shape. up, more and more 
producers are creating running 
parts for the gals, whether in the 
western, adventure or mystery 
field. Moreover, they're pinpoint- 
ing the “gals for sex’s sake” angle, 
or aS one western producer fig- 
“We'll put her in low-cut 


| dungarees 


| while 


| 


The cost of producing the Arthur 


Laurents book), Jule Styne 
music and Stephen Sondheim 
lyrics) adaptation of the Gypsy 


Rose Lee book, “Gypsy: A Memoir,” 





was $435,981. However, a $19,525 
operating profit on a _ six-week 
Philadelphia tryout run and a 
$2,500 t royalty reduced the 


cost of opening the presentation in 


New York to $413,957. That's shown 
na June 27 accounting, which 


the show's first six 
ied on page 79 


Carny Girlycue Op Fined 
For Using Axe on Patron 
Stripping Stripper-Wife 


Wis., Aug. 4 
vicWilliams, oper 
attraction with the 

Shows, $250 for 
axe on an intoxicated 
leaped on the stage 
and ripped the few items of ap- 
parel left on McWilliams’ exotic 
dancer wife, Candy, after she fin 
ished her striptease performance. 

The incident occurred at 
cal Dunn County Fair. The McWil- 
liams show with its six girls, in- 

(Continued on page 79) 


Menominee 

It cost Euger 
ator of a girl 
Byers Carr 
wielding an 


patron who 


the lo-! 


\ 


of femmes with set leads 
new lineup ts tmprssive, 

Arlene Howell, the ex- 
S.A., with a lead in “Bour- 
Street Beat” at Warners, 
the studio's two other new 
entries in the hour field also stress 
Dorothy Provine has a run- 
ning costar role in “The Alaskans” 
while Connie Stevens dittoes in 
“Hawaiian Eye.” 

Among the westerns, Anna 
gets a bigger slice of the 
this year in “Black Saddle.” The 
“Johnny Ringo” series will have 
not one, but two love interests, 
Karen Sharpe opposite Don Dur- 
ante and young Joan Harding dit- 
toes with Mark Goddard. Judi 
Meredith has a running role as 
Earl Holliman's vis-a-vis in “Hotel 
de Paree,” another of the new 
westerns 

Topper among the westerns is 
Continued on page 52) 


List 
in the 
There's 
Miss lt 
bon 


gals 


Lisa 
pie 


Scissors Applied To 
Bardot’s ‘Balzac’ Pic 
In WRCA-TV Late Airing 


A good hunk of feminine epider- 
mis will be missing from the foots 
age of “Please, Mr. Balzac the 
Brigitte Bardot flicker, when it gets 
an airing in WRCA-TV's late hour 


‘Movie 4” slot. Exact date of show. 
ing hasn't been decided 

NBC's censors reportedly used 
all the surgical skill of Dr. Osler, 


to eliminate 
scenes 


several striptease 
“Piease, Mr. Baizae.” 
Resultant job is looked upon as a 


from 


handsome piece of censorial sur- 
gery in view of the fact that it 
doesn't interfere with story line 


Continuity Acceptance at 30 
Rock also urged the flagship sta- 
tion's programmers to be sure and 





spot the film in a late hour adult 
period and, above all, to exercise 
good judgment in on-the-air and 
newspape promotion 

Fren flicker reiates story of a 
girl who enters a strip tease con- 
test in an effort to win 200,000 
franes. Sales sjaffers at WRCA-TV 
also will trv to sell the Bardot film 
to one Singie advertiser on a 


total sponsorship basis rather than 
break it up into participations 

WNBQ TV, NBC's o&o0 in Chi- 
cago, also has “Please, Mr. Balzac” 
on the agenda and in all probsbil- 
ity will follow suggestions iaid 
down by the web's censors. 
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Softened Script in Abortion Theme; 
Pros and Cons Follow ‘Blue Denim 





DREAM-CAST ‘VEEP & ME’ 


Mrs. Barkley Favors Loy or Dunne 
Vs. Tracy or Peck 





Washington, Aug. 4. 
Mrs. Alben Barkley, widow of 


The tactfu handling of theé— 
abortion theme in 20th-Fox’s “Blue | 
Denin and the “happy ending” 
type of solution provided by the| 
Edith Sommer - Philip Dunne 
screenplay iled several of the 
N. Y. critics last week. It also 
dramatized Hollywood's problem 
in handling social problems while 
trving not to step on sensitive toes. 


ing Carol] Lyn- 
is based 


The picture, starr 
Jey and Brandon de Wiide, 


on the James Leo Herlihy-William 
Noble } and tel’s of a teenage 
romance that ends in tragedy when 
the girl gets pregnant. A subsidi- 
ary theme is the lack of communi- | 
cation between the youngsters and , 
their —" 

Where in the legiter, the girl 


goes through with the abortion, in 


the film there's a last-minute “res- 
cue” and the two youthful princi- | 
pals—age 15 and 16—go off to get 


married 

Impression in N, Y. is that the 
new sweet ending was manufac- 
tured to take the sting out of it 
for Roman Catholics. Although 
20th bought a stage play about an 
abortion, it knew from the start 
that it couldn't do it justice since 
the Production Code specifically 
prohibits explicit treatment. Says 
the Code 

The subject of abortion shall 

be discouraged, shall never be 

more than suggested, and 

when referred to shali be con- 

demned.” 

Scripter Dunne said last week 
that, while Catholic objections had 
been considered, the film's ending 





was formulated “under no pressure 

at all” and simply because it 

seemed ¢ natically most valid 
Yet, even while the story was 


Continued on page 78) 


GWEN TWISTS ANKLE, 








the late Vice President, has Myrna 
Loy or Irene Dunne in mind to 
play herself if she succeeds in 
selling film rights to her book, 
“I Married the Veep,” she con- 
fided to Washington Star column- 
ist Betty Beale 

“But,” Jane Barkley added, “my 
friends tell me after seeing ‘It 
Happened to Jane’ that Doris Da) 
would be perfect playing me.” 

She tikes Spencer Tracy or 
Gregory Peck for her husband, she 
told newshen Beale. And, she said 
she has rejected cne company’s 
offer for Hollywood rights, con- 
sidering the terms unacceptable. 





| 


‘Jimmy McHugh-Joe Levine 
Form Music House Under 
Embassy Pics Banner 


| Levine-McHugh Music Inc. has 
{been formed as a subsidiary of 
| Embassy Pictures for the purpose 
of creating and promoting musical 
| properties to go hand in hand 
with Embassy's theatrical feature 
lineup. Jimmy McHugh, veteran 
song writer, is president of the 
ovtfit and Joseph E. Levine, head 
of Boston-founded Embassy, is 
treasurer. 

Other officers are Pete Rugolo 
Coast composer-conductor, musical 
director and v.p., and Bill Doll 
Embassy v.p., a v.p. of the music 
enterprise 

McHugh 
are cormposing the music —— for 


and Rugolo current) 


























’ 
GETS 10 SEF ‘REDHEAD Embassy's forthcoming “Jack the 
Ripper.” According to Doll t 
en ‘rdon, star of “Red- will be recorded in a_ special 
nm ad. fin bs got to see the musi- stereo process and scored so that 
ca] last week. Having twisted her tj,eatres so equipped can put 
ankle just before the matinee last yse their mew surround sound 
Saturday l she limped before systems. 
the curtain and informed the au- A soundtrack L. P. album and 
lience that she could not go on, numerous singles will be made 
but that stand-by Allyn McLerie prior to the picture's releass 
was to play the performance. states Doll 

“I'm sorry for the accident, 
she explained, “but at least this 
will give me my first chance to Cha 9500 M b 
see the show. I hope you'll all stay | utauqua’ S 0 
and see it with me.” Then she | Buffalo, Aug. 4 
hobbled around into the auditori- | Chautauqua Institution’s pops 
um and occupied a chair placed in | eoncert series at Chautauqua drew 
the aisle for her. During the in-| gsq@o persons last week for the 
termi “ty _ Gancer-cimger Was largest opening crowd in its his- 
a” ss “em ra ee ven tory. The 65-member Chautauqua 
betel oy gt ofMpeed P ogee S;| symphony orchestra is being con- 
ae the ae ss coer oC o hi > ‘aes ducted this year by Walter Hend 
ata - aaa a" —- now in his seventh season. 
la aiso usseda, 

Miss Verdon's wire to the cast. The group will present pops 
posted on the backstage bulletin, Wednesdays through Aug. 26 with 
board lh oo (3), congratulated Symphonic programs Tuesdays 
then “I always felt ‘Redhead’ Saturdays and Sundays. In addi- 
was a wonderful show,” it con-| tion there will be opera programs 
cluded. “new I know it.” The star twice a week and choral and dra- 
re ea ned for Monday night's per-| matic presentations Thursday 
formance ‘evenings through August. 
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Chevalier Solo $102,000 


For 2 Weeks at Dallas | 


Dallas, Aug. 4 
With Maurice Che- 
valier tself at the State 
Fair Musicals last week. The one- 
man show, which hit a $46,500 sea- 
son high the previous. stanza, 
soared to $55,500 in the closing 
frame of its fortnight stand at 
4,126-seat Music Hall. The take 
for the two weeks was $102,000. 

“High Button Shoes,” is current 
with Bob Crosby, Janis Paige and 
Lou Nelson 


Brit. ‘100 Stars’ 
$40,000 Check For 
Actors Orphanage 


By DICK RICHARDS 


London, Aug. 4 

Charles Russell and Lance Ham- 
ilton, two young Londoners who 
quit Britain for the vaster oppor- 
tunities of N. Y.'s bright lights, 
return annually to stage “The 
Night of 100 Stars,” glamorous 
benefit in aid of the Actors Or- 
phanage This vear’s midnight 
shindig at the Palladium July 23 
hit a new high in profits and 
sparkle The Orphanage's 
balance will be upped by around 
$40,000 from the proceeds of the 


“An Ey 


ening 


toppe d 


Palladium show and the preem of 
‘The Nun's Story,” held at War- 
ner Theatre earlier in the evening 
As usualy America came through 
with some valuable contributions 
the glittering midnight revue 
with Bob Hope, Paul Robeson and 
Eddie Fisher doing solo acts, the 
* ters Sisters chipping in with 
ix Bygraves to sing—of all num- 
“Thank Heaven for Little 
and Elizabeth Taylor, Au- 
Hepburn and Me! Ferrer join- 
the thror of stars who were 
ntroduced from the stage and then 
s at tables on the stage during 
e second-half floorshow 
Hope is in tremendous form 
th sé acking act geared to 
a ng called “I ’" and dovetail- 
ing with his recent much-publi- 
cized doctor’s orders to slow down 
) profe ssionai pace “I'm relax- 
ng so much now that Perry Como 
oks as if he’s got St. Vitus 
Dal * cracked Hope 
Fisher sang two or three ditties 
ventional style while Robe- 
son rightly earned a big hand with 
his songs A major vock hit was 
scored by Beatrice Lillie with a 
Continued on page 78 


Rain, Jet Planes 
Hex Lewisohn 


By LEONARD L, LEVINSON 


Lewisohn Stadium Concerts 
bugged by seven rained-ou' dates, 

ound up worst season in past 
jt ade Saturday ] but closed 
with a strong Beethoven Festival 
Week, topped by a near-capactiy 
19,50 Rodgers & Hammerstein 
finale 

Mischa Elman. who looks like 
a benevolent Eric Von Stroheim 
now, opened the fest Monday (27) 
with the Beethoven Violin Con- 
certo in D major. The famous, and 
often-criticized, schmaltzy tone of 
s middle years as absent, re- 
placed by a melodic line crystal 


(Continued on page 78 





U.S. Amateurs Dullish 


Vienna, Aug. 4 


So-called “American delega- 


tion” gave what amounted to 
an amateur show, at the 1,400- 


Ronacher Th 
with 
Congress 


seat eatre here in 

the World 

Audience 

plainly expected more. There 
was no jazz and no orchestra. 
Whole performance was prac- 
tically unrehearsed 

Mady Simon of New York 
City was in charge of a chorus 
of 45. There were solo num- 
bers by Jerry Silverman, a 
folksinger of Manhattan and 
Laird Marshall of Madison, 
Wisconsin on the piano 

Others performing were vio- 
linist Barrett Smith of Detroit, 
pianist Leona Lesikin of Los 
Angeles. Robert E. Hood of 
N.Y. executed some dances. 


connection 
Youth 


the | 


bank | 


Vienna Deadpans Red Youths 


By EMIL W. MAAS 
Vienna, Aug. 4. 

The 322 Am “individualists” at the seventh “world festival 
of youth and students for peace and friendship” provided a silly 
sideshow here during the past week. They were severely criticized 
by both friend and foe and held up their country to ridicule 

The fest, which ends today (Tues.), has witnessed some interest- 
ing cultural activities, including a Paul Robeson concert on the 
Heroes’ Square in front of the former Royal Court, with youth of 
participating nations parading along the wide Ringstrasse. The week 
has seen little violence, though anti-Communist Austrian youth went 
all out in clearly labelling the festival for what it was. 

The Youth Centre of Vienna opened information offices along the 
streets leading to the fair grounds and distributed anti-Communist 
propaganda. Big placards lobbying for pro and anti-Communist fac- 
tions went up all over the city. There was no lack of lively discus- 
sions and disagreements 

The Vienna press on the whole ignored the Communist affair. The 
only paper which covered was the “Volks Sttmme” (People’s Voice), 
official organ of the Reds. Result: No stories or pictures on such 
details as the unfolded flags of the participants at the official open- 
ing (‘because the Austrian government objected to the flag of the 
Algerian independents), no quotes frem official welcoming speeches, 

te 

Eventually, the press mellowed and did print stories. One paper, 
the Neue Press outfit, came out with a new publication, “Wiener 
Nachrichten” (Vienna News) which was unique in its make-up in 
that it stressed strict neutrality in covering aspects of both the 
pros and the antis 

According to Jean Garcias of France, prez of the 
commission of this Commie-sponsored gathering, 
thing as an American delegation.” 
split into three groups—one parading, one sitting on the grand- 
stands and the rest remaining in their quarters. Eventually, they 
split further. 

Some suddenly discovered that the rally 
enced. Kenneth Deve of Appleton, Mirnn., now of Yale, stated that 
the Yale Chor would not appear at the big American show at the 
Ronacher cafe because of Communist infiltration. Whereas the of- 
ficial fest committee held press conferences daily, the U.S. groups 
convened in all cafes in the Prater amusement park guing 
about their position 

Reporters on several occasions pointed out to the Yanks that every 
one of them knew full wel! in advance that the festival was more 
or less following the party line. At one point, 100 official member- 
ship — for the U.S. delegation mysteriously disappeared. The 
next day, he said that anti-Red pamphlets had turned up in the beds 
_ of other delegations 


erican 


preparatory 
“there is no such 
The Americans were originally 


was Communist-influ- 


us 


sm ar 





How Atlantic City Turned Shape- Show 
Into Church-Okayed Debs’ Talent Test 





Pueblo Indians at War 





By GLENDON ALLVINE 





America’s most fabulous Cin- 

. derella story, th Atlantic City 

With Taos Fiesta; Sked beauty contest, which every Sep- 

tember transforms a young nobody 

Ritual Terps Day & Date into an international celebrity, is 

now on the production assembly 

— t rque, Aug line flowing smoothly into Satur- 

he Taos N M., Fi esta pened 10 | day the twelfth when the stream- 

; redman aiming | jjined 1959 model, with inside and 

ht where he can | outside upholstering, will be dis- 

d paleface the most gorged. As some 80-million Amer- 

—in the pocketbook icans face up to their tv in num- 

Taos Pueblo Indians, incensed be- | bers topped only by the Academy 

cause some Taos merchants have’! Awards out of Hollywood, 54 

backed a bypass highway east of | “debutantes” will give their tal- 

the citv acro Indian land. sked- ented all in this most public of 
ded both morning and afternoon Coming out partie 

dances at the Pueblo to draw A triumph of grass-roots pre- 

crowds away from the Tabs Fiesta testing, of city, county and state 

Saturday and Sunday. sampling; a cocktail of exact pro- 

But the palefaces of New Mexi- portions of commerce, tourism, 

co's art colony community wouldn't education community relations 

fight back and chaperoned sex, this well-oiled 

Jennie Wells Vincent, chairman talent contest is now purring like 


of the fiesta con 
ed folk sin 


mittee and a not- a kittenish Rolls-Royce. 


said she welcomed 


ger, 


Continued on page 78) i Continued on page 78) 
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NEW-LIFE LINES ON FILM PALM 





Egotists Spurn Advice 


Producers : 
fons and views 
Richard Einfeld, 

“We should listen more to the 
in the east Einfeld said. And he 


en’t taking sufficient advantage of “objective” 
available to them via the New York Soeaell ice, 
now on his own in production, opined last week, 


opin- 


advertising-publicity departments 
1e summed up the producer men- 


tality on the Coast. “Nobody there listens to re x 





—— 





Nowadays Wall Street Drools For For 
Tax Angles; Glen Alden Corp. 


Gives a 


Merger of List Industries and 
Glen Alden Corp. already has pro- 
vided a fancy payoff. The surviv- 
ing company, bearing the Alden 
mame, this week disclosed six 
month earnings to June 30 of 


$8,321,000 before depreciation, de- 


letion and amortization of $2,140,- 
240. And it’s all’tax free 

Tax angle has been behind the 
heavy Wall Street interest in 
Alden right along. It came about 
via losses sustained by Alden 


when on its own as a coal-mining 
operation. Said red ink meant tax 


This-Is-How Demo 





Story Checks Out 


A downtown Manhattan 
financial writer found a recent 
Variety story hard to believe. 
It was the one in which Roy 
Disney was quoted as saying 
he thought the price of Disney 
stock on the New York Stock 
Exchange was priced un- 
realistically high when it was 
selling way up in the 50's. 

The writer called Disney on 
the Coast and was given con- 
firmation of the story, along 
with Disney’s comment that 
“maybe I talk too much.” 

The Disney shares since fell 
to a low for the year of 
| $39.6212 per. Roy Disney had 

said he thought the right price 
would be in the mid-40's. 











WB Shrinks Indie 
_ Advances Losses: 


Hercules’ Angle 


As the financial affairs at War- 
'ners have taken on a new, 
perous look, a key factor behind 
the mightily improved position is 
the company’s come-out on ad- 








| 


benefits in the amount of $9,000.- 
000 for List (RKO Theatres, et 
al upon the merger 

More diversification by top man 
Albert A. List is anticipated, fur- 
ther strengthening the Alden 
stock in big board trading. 

The six-month earnings were | 
equal to $1.11 per share based on | —— 
5.566.034 s outstanding. In- 
cluded in t profit is a net gain 
of $2,500.285 on the sale of prop- 
erties. These wet not cong 
but it’s known that List has 
policy of selling theatres which are 
uneconon 

ther ato >» sale and lease- 
back { t atres as a deal 
recent! con ated. Confirming 
last week's Variety story, the 
RKO chain anno ed sale of five 
houses t New York area to} 
a group headed by Milton Kesten 
berg. Part of the deal has the five 
theatres—Albe Flushing, Madi- 
son, Fordha ind 86th Street— 
continu t » managed and op- 
erated by RKO under a 20-year 
lease, 


Hal Wallis Took 


His Doctorate 
In Foresight 


While many a Hollywood pro- 
ducer is moaning about the rock- 
eting costs of talent, Hal Wallis 
has some important names lassoed 
at bargain-basement prices. 

In making “Career” for release 
by Paramount this year, Wallis 
has Dean Martin and Anthony 
Franciosa each tied to a $35,000 


contract, has Shirley 
$17,500 and Carolyn Jones hemmed | 
in for an undisclosed but appar- 
ently similar small amount. 

Commitments, of course, were 
entered some time ago—before any 
of the aforementioned achieved 
top-money stature 


FRANKIE AVALON INTO 
JOHN WAYNE’S ‘ALAMO’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Frankie Avalon, the rock 'n’ roll | 
singer, dre\ lis second starring 
picture, reli Batjac’s “The Al-| 
amo” for United Artists release. 
He put two months of per- 
sonal bookings for costarring with 
John Wayne and Richard Wid- 
mark 


AB-PT’s 25c Divvy 
American Broadcasting - Para- 
mount Theatres this week declared 


off 


the regular dividends of 25c per 
share on each of the company’s 


outstanding common and preferred 
stock issues 

Both payable Sept 
holders of record on Aug. 21, 


Maclaine for | 


15 to stock- | 


vances to independent, outside 
producers. A year ago at this time 
; WB entered on its books a loss 
of $2,500,000 via tieups with the 
indies. This was bank money, guar- 
anteed by WB, which just couldn't 


rentals. “Old Man and the Sea” 
was among the more prominent in 
the loss category. 

At the present day WB has no 
loss at all on advances to the in- 
dies, according to this week's fi- 
|nancial report from the company 
The advances have been recouped 
and obviously there’s been a profit 
to boot 
| Av for the next financial state- 
|ment from WB, there’s an inter- 
esting inside-trade angle. It’s that 
|}the company’s release of Joseph 
|Levine's import, “Hercules,” is 
| proving a handsome profit-maker, 
despite the critical clobbering it 
received 
|press. The steam-roller campaign 
is getting the credit. 








UNKNOWN FOR LeROY 





No Stars Available—Ring Horse’ 
Stars Script 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Mervyn LeRoy, who last week 
|} bought Thomas Duncan's latest 
|novel, “Ring Horse,” will start 
| picture with an unknown, 
good names “are all tied up,” ac- 
| cording to producer-director. Any- 
way, he adds, “my big star is the 
| story.” 
| LeRoy, currently prepping “Wake 
Me When It’s Over” for 20th-Fox 
release, has made no commitments 
for “Horse,” which may or may 
|not be included in his 20th deal. 
Arrangement with Buddy Adler 
calls for at least three films for 
20th during the next six years. 

In addition to 20th pact, LeRoy 
has three films remaining under 
|his current contract with Warner 
Bros., where his 


lis awaiting release. 





| business. 
corporate 


“AMUSEMENTS 


BROAD DEFINITION 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Film industry is going 
directions with financial 
vers of a type almost completely 
foreign to the traditionalists of the 
The entire pattern of 
thinking on the New 
York end has changed in the past 
| few years as Wall Street and other 
| investors took on a more powerful 
voice in company affairs, and as 
certain top-drawer veteran film 
executives took cognizance of the 


¥ in all 


| fact that not to yield to the neces- 


| considerations 


sities of the latter-day picture 
trade economy could result in so 
many beefing 
consequently, 
ations. 

Here are some of the more re- 


cent fiscal shufflings, all designed | 


to enhance what were originaily 
theatrical business enterprises: 
(1).Glen Alden Corp., 
holdings include RKO Theatres, 
which in turn was one of the “big 
five” national theatre circuits, had 


| six-month earnings of $8,321,709 


and none of this need go to tax 
The “modern day” 
business world capers of top 
banana Albert A. List, via his 
mergers of RKO and numerous 
other endeavors, resulted in the 
tax advantages. But the unhappy 
consequence far as many old 
hands in the business are concerned 


so 


is that the RKO chain, being so | 


businesses, 
individual 


with other 
considerable 


tucked in 
has lost 


identity. 


pros- | 


be recouped out of the inadequate | 


| the remarkable rise 


(2). In a six-month report, Walt 
Disney Productions disclosed film 
rentals of $8,493.092—a tidy sum 
for an indie producer. But this 
was only one-third of Disney's 
total gross business. Other sources, 
mainly television, and including 
Disneyland, publications, news- 
paper comics, licensing of cartoon 
characters, music, records, etc., 
provided two-thirds 


WB's Earnings 


(3). Warners is at hand with 
whammo operational earnings of 
$7,249,000 for nine months, com- 
pared with a loss of $2,500,000 and 
these earnings exclude a net of 
$6,500,000 on sale of Coast real 
estate. WB doesn't come out and 
state it specifically, but the edu- 
cated guess in the business is that 
television activity accounted for 
And now WB 
apparently is angling to sell off its 
interests in Associated British Pic- 
tures Corp. (reportedly at a price 
of $15,000,000). This would mean 
another shift away from the pic- 
ture industry and severance of a 


| long-time prized possession. 


| ternational 


in many sections of the | 


(4). Operational income at Stan- 
ley Warner is 78° from the In- 
Latex subsidiary and 
from theatres 
of the “big five” 
seat. 

(5). Paramount, while undertak- 
ing a more ambitious theatrical 
production program, is eyeing 


22% 
has taken a back 


ways and means of diversifying | 


outside show business. ~Lowe’s 
Theatres is doing the same. 


Diversify, Ye All 


The aforementioned are but a 
few of instances where the picture 


business is playing footsie with the | 


business world. And 


the way 


“outside” 
considering 


| theatrical people have moved in on 


since | 


television it appears that the ac- 
tual business of making and ex- 
hibiting theatrical features is near 
to rating only “branch office” 


| status in the newly-shaping corpo- 


“The FBI —s 


rate scheme of things. 


Stockholders and the hard-head- | 


ed business men at the film com- 
panies in Gotham aren’t complain- 
ing naturally. Their objective is 
to make money, regardless 
source. The malcontents are the 
old timers who would like to see 
the picture business continuing as 
a separate and prosperous entity— 
and not required to look to tv, oil, 
coal, ladies’ undergarments and s0 | 


maneu- 


stockholders and, | 
disharmonious oper- | 


whose | 


Hollywood | 


of | 











Exploit Eavesdroppers 

Aides of Otto Preminger, 
even while on vacation, do not 
lose an opportunity to get in 
plugs for “Anatomy of a Mur- 
der,” made for Columbia re- 


| ease under the Carlyle Pro- 

| ductions banner 

| Carlyle v.p. George Schae- 

| fer, cruising in his boat with 

| NY. rep Nat Rudick off 

| Martha’s Vineyard, put in a 
ship-to-shore call to N.Y. to 
get the latest “Anatomy” 
grosses. Knowing that the call 


could be heard by all radio- 
equipped boats in the vicinity, 
Schaeter insisted that his N.Y. 
| source repeat the full title of 
| the picture with each theatre 
gross 








+ 





Briskin at Col 
Does Something 
About Overhead 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Columbia Pictures is cutting 
overhead costs of independent pro- 


ducers affiliated with the studio 
from 25°% to 22 The 212% sav- 
ing. according to Samuel J 


Briskin, veepee in charge of the 
Gower lots operations, was brought 
about because of general rise in 
production costs 

Briskin stated that 
retroactive to July and will 
apply to features now in produc- 
tion which started prior to July 1 
date 

Studio topper also revealed pro- 
ducer contr 
accordingly 
based on 


the cut fs 
SB 


and that new rate is 
present overhead costs 
and production schedule for cur- 
rent fiscal year. Col will also take 
over other charges heretofore not 
absorbed by the studio. This will 
apply for films shot abroad as well 
as those lensed in Hollywood. 

“It is our policy,” said Briskin, 
“to have greatest percentage of 
dollar reflected on theatre screen 
In the past 12 months, we have 
moved slowly and cautiously to ef- 
fect savings throughout our opera- 
tion that would enhance the qual-| 
ity of the entertainment we are 
offering today to world markets.” 


‘MAKE BURT SLOANE 


| 





| UA PUBLICITY CHIEF 


Thus, another i 


Burt Sloane has been named 
publicity manager for United 
| Artists. He takes over immediately. 
Sloane had been assistant publicity 
manager 
of Morton Nathanson, who's been 
upped to become director of inter- 
national advertising and publicity. 

Shuffle arranged by Roger H. 
Lewis, UA v.p. in charge of ad-pub 
and exploitation, sees Val Coleman 
succeeding Sloane as assistant pub- 
licity manager. Coleman joined UA 
in 1956 as a feature writer and has 
scripted documentaries. 

Sloane started in the husiness in 
1950 with Paramount Pictures 
1953, he moved to UA as trade 
press contact, a job he held until 
1958 when he became assistant 
publicity manager. 


} LIONEL ROGOSIN’ $ CO. 





| Just Back From Making Apartheid 
Film In So. Africa 


Documentary producer Lionel 
Rogosin, known for his film “On 
the Bowery,” has organized Lionel 
Rogosin Films, a limited partner- 
ship, to produce a feature film 
| tentatively titled “Anne Domini 
1959.” 

Rogosin 


recently returned from 


acts would be amended | 


He steps into the shoes | 


In | 


‘Wall Street Believes Warners To 
Unload Associated British Shares, 
Collect $15-Mil; Meetings Now On 


Jack L. Warner, president of 
Warners, left New York over the 
weekend for London and a series 
of meetings with execs of Associ- 
WB is 
of the 


| ated British Pjctures Corp. 
|a substantial stockholder 

British outfit. 

Warner's trek abroad—he’s to be 
} joined in London by Benjamin 
| Kalmenson, WB exec v.p.—comes 
| on the heels of unconfirmed re- 
|; ports heard both in London and 
Wall Street that WB is about to 
unload its interests in Associated 
British. - 

Sitting in with Warner and Kal- 
menson will be Sir Philip Warter, 
|}chairman of AEPC; C. J. Latta, 

managing director; Jack Goodlatte, 
| director, and Arthur Abeles, WB's 
| Continental manager and manag- 
ing director in the United King- 
dom 

There's still no confirmation of 
an impending stock sale but the 
rumors have strengthened and 
seem to go hand in hand with the 
top-echelon conferences in the 
| British capital this week. Sellout 

price heard in Wall Street is $15,- 
000,000. Further anticipation in 
some quarters is that the stock 
divestiture will be a preliminary to 
a WB stock tender. 

Following London, Warner and 
Kalmenson will tour company of- 
fices in France, Belgium, Holland, 
West Germany and Italy. There's a 
chance they might extend the tour 
to include the WB South Africa 
manyuerters i in Johannesburg. 


Vic Carter Takes 
Both Top Posts 
In Republic Pix 


Victor M. Carter, West Coast 
banker and real estate operator, 
shelled out close to $7,000,000 in 
buying out Herbert J. Yates’ vot- 
ing control in Republic. This was 
disclosed following a Rep board 
meeting in New York last week 
| at which Yates severed all connec- 
tions with the company. 

It was less than a month previ- 
ous to this meeting that Carter 

took over the presidency and 
Totes was named board chairman. 
Latter title, regarded as honorary, 
has now been relinquished by 
| Yates and assumed by Carter. In 
Carter’s case the designation, in- 
stead of being honorary, means in 
effect he’s the one-man boss—at 
least to the extent that any one 
individual can run a company. 

New members elected to the 
board last week are Sidney M. 
| Davis, N. Y. attorney, and Patrick 
| J. Frawley Jr., president of Ever- 
| sharp Inc. They replace Rep vets 
| Albert Lind and Theodore Black. 


FOUR GET SLUFPO AS 
CARTER RULES REPUBLIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Four members of Republic Pic- 
tures organization have turned in 
resignations to Victor M. Carter, 
prexy and chairman of board. Car- 
ter accepted the resignations with- 
out revealing their replacements, 
if any. 
| Four include Douglas T. Yates, 
director of company and general 
manager of Consolidated Film La- 
|boratories in Fort Lee, NJ. and 
New York; Walter L. Titus, sales- 
man for Consolidated labs in New 
York; Richard G. Yates, eastern 
sales manager of Hollywood Tele- 
vision Service Inc.; Rudy Ralston, 
producer at Republic studios in 
| Hollywood. 
Carter last week took over as 





on as a cushion to soften the blow | south Africa where he shot a pic- chairman of Republic board suc- 


(Continued on page 15) 


{ture on the apartheid situation. 


jceeding Herbert J. Yates 
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Stanley-Cinerama Productions Unlinked 


—No Future Under Existing Arrangements: Sutliff; 
—Cinerama Productions Gets $500,000, Free of Tax 
—May Be Non-Exclusive Producer in Medium 


By HY HOLLINGER 











Stanley Warner Corp. has closed an agreement to buy 
out the contract of Cinerama Productions Corp. The re- 
sult of the deal, subject to the approval of Cinerama Pro- 
ductions stockholders, cancels Cinerama Productions’ in- 
terest in the Cinerama exhibition and production opera- 
tions of SW and in the five Cinerama pictures already 
produced 

To eliminate Cinerama Productions as a factor in its 
Cinerama operations, SW paid the company $500,000 in 
cash, free and clear of all taxes. In addition, the S. H. 
Fabian theatre chain turned back to Cinerama Produc- 
tions 818,793 sheres of capital stock (79.15% of the total 
outstanding) and warrants to some 10,000 additional 
shares. The shares and the warrants returned to Cine- 
rama Productions will be cancelled and extinguished. 

Prior to the conclusion of the deal, in negotiation for 
several months, Cinerama Productions participated in 
the the profits of SW’s Cinerama activities to the extent 
of 50° profits after all costs were recouped. Although 
the agreement cancels Cinerama Productions’ interest in 
SW Cinerama operations, the company~ still and sepa- 
rately retains a non-exclusive license to produce and ex- 
hibit in the Cinerama process as a result of an agree- 
ment with Cinerama Inc., the patent holder and equip- 
ment manufacturer. 

Foreign Residue 

According to Miio J. Sutliff, Cinerama Productions 
prexy, in a letter to stockholders summoning them to the 
annual meeting on Aug. 27, an agreement was reached 
with Stanley because the latter no longer intends to un- 
dertake the sole financing of Cinerama pictures and that 
any opportunity to recoup the unearned balance of the 
latest pix must come principally from the foreign exhi- 
bition of the five Cinerama productions. 

Sutliff noted that, as of July 1, 1959, there was still to 
be recouped approximately $5,000,000 for the cost of 
opening and equipping Cinerama theatres, for produc- 


tion costs of the latest Cinerama films, and for losses in- 
curred in certain theatres 

In view of the large amount still to be recouped, Sut- 
liff noted, “we believe there can be no future Cinerama 
potential for your company in ifs arrangemer with 
Stanley Warner.” That's why, he added, a deal was made 
for the benefit of the 215,707 shares held by independent 
stockholders. While the authorized shares will be re- 
duced by 818,793 with the securities returned by SW, 
Cinerama Productions will still have authorized but un- 
issued stock in the amount of 955,500 shares and 10,000 
shares of treasury stock 

Stanley Warer acquired its large holdings in Cinera- 
ma Productions last year by exchanging on a one-for-one 
basis shares of Cinerama inc., which SW formerly con- 
trolled. However, under an agreement with the antitrust 
division of the Dept. of Justice, SW was required to re- 
linguish the Cinerama Inc. shares and to give up its ex- 
clusive exhibition and production rights to the Cinerama 
medium. The original agreement, a five-year deal, was 
entered into with both Cinerama Productions and Cinera- 
ma Inc. on Aug. 13, 1953. Latter, now also loose of SW 
ties, is embarking on its own production and exhibition 
program backed by a $12,000,000 loan from Prudential 
Insurance Co. 

Future Potentials 

With a tax-free bankroll of $500,000 and unencumbered 
by ties to SW, Cinerama Productions is weighing various 
deals to channel its funds. Other possibility being con- 
sidered is that of obtaining additional financing ‘“‘for 
greater growth potential and diversification.” Cinerama 
Productions veepees Theodore R. Kupferman and Irving 
N. Margolin are studying a number of merger and diver- 
sifications propositions. In order to broaden the fields of 
business the new company can enter, it has been proposed 
to the stockholders that the company’s charter be amend- 
ed to cover all eventualities. 


A proxy for the stock held by SW has been turned 
over to the management of Cinerama Productions which 
has indicated that it will vote in favor of the agreement 


with SW. This represents more than two-thirds of the 
votes necessary for approval. However, under the agree- 
ment with SW, if the holders of more than 5% of the 


outstanding shares (51,725 shares) object or demand pay- 
ment for the stock, then either Stanley Warner or Cine- 
rama Productions has the right to cancel the agreement. 

In addition to paying the taxes on the $500,006, SW 
has agreed to pay all expenses, including legal and ac- 
counting, incurred by Cinerama Productions in entering 
the agreement as well as the costs for calling a stock- 
holders meeting, soliciting proxies and effectuating the 
agreement. 

At the same time, Cinerama Productions, according to 
N.Y. stock corporation law, agreed to offer each stock- 
holder, who prior to the vote being taken at the meeting 
objects to the agreement and demands payment for his 
stock, a sum equal to the book value of the shares ($2.68 
per share). 

Statement Due 

In a financial statement accompanying the proxy state- 
ment, which stockholders will receive today (Wed.), Cine- 
rama Productions showed a net profit of $9697 on a 
gross income of $84,650 for the eight-month period end- 
ing June 30, 1959. The company’s sole source of income 
consisted of a distributive share of the theatre income 
from the exhibition of Cinerama films by SW. A pro 
forma balance sheet, reflecting the $500.000 due from 
Stanley Warner, would give Cinerama Productions a total 
cash position of $528,205. 

Before the deal was closed with SW, Cinerama Produc- 
tions obtained a ruling from the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice that the receipt, cancellation and extinguishment of 
the stock held by SW would result in no taxable income. 





With Balaban, Schneider, Vogel, Krim, 
Word to Press: Meeting Worthwhile 


Discussions at the “historic”. 
summit meeting between the, 
“heads of state’ of exhibition and | 
distribution were limited to four 
subjects—(1) more product, (2) 
what help can be extended to the, 
small exhibitor, (3) advertising, 
4) research, 

The result of the three-and-a-| 
half-hour session, held Friday (31) | 
in the N.Y. board room of the! 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
was outlined to the trade press by | 
MPAA prexy Eric Johnston, and 
S. H. Fabian, chairman of the! 
American Congress of Exhibitors. 

A prior agreement between 
Johnston and Fabian had the rep- | 
resentatives of the film companies, 
and exhibition adhering to the 
topics on the pre-arranged agenda. 
Johnston said that it was the aim 
of the meeting “to start with 
things” on which “there is a 
chance of agreement.” Later on, | 
he added, sther problems con- | 
fronting the industry would most} 
likely be introduced. Asked, for 
example, if the subject of pix to 
tv had been broached, the MPAA 
topper replied: “We'll cross that 
bridge when we come to it.” | 


and 


Called ‘Harmonious’ } 
Describing the meeting as a com- | 
pletely “harmonious” one called 
for the purpose of evolving ideas 
that can improve the business on} 
all levels, Johnston said that three 
sub-committees, made up of com-} 


pany presidents and_ exhibition | 
leaders, would be appointed to} 
study the problems involved in 


three of the subjects discussed— 
more product, aid to small ex- 
hibitors, and advertising. On the 
subject of research, representa- 
tives of the American Congress of 
Exhibitors and the Council of 
Motion Picture’ Organizations will 
take up the topic at a meeting 
today (Wed.) and will report back 
to the summit meeting when it 
reconvenes on Aug.25in N.Y. The 
three sub-committees will also 
make reports at this session. The 
sub-committees, Johnston said, 
will be appointed shortly. 
Details Not Given 
The MPAA topper declined to 


reveal the nature of the discus- 
sions, saying they were “highly| 
tentative” and that decisions 


would not be made until the vari- | 
ous sub-committees make their 
reports. Johnston hedged in reply- 
ing to a question on how it was 
possible for the company presi- 
dents to meet with exhibition in 
a body when previous attempts to 


arrange such meetings were dis-¢ 
missed on the grounds that they | 


would be illegal because of the 
antitrust laws. “If illegal subjects 
are not discussed, it's not an 
illegal meeting,” Johnston stated. 
The subject of the consent decrees 
was not introduced, he revealed. 


Lawyers Absent 

















Vogel Back, And Bullish 














Loew's prexy Joseph R. Vogel, 
who returned from Europe last 
week, expressed satisfaction with 
upbeat results Metro films are 
showing abroad. Vogel, who has 
$15,000,000 of the company’s 


Rock Hudson’s U Revise 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

In a renegotiation of his contract 
which still had four years to run 
Rock Hudson will make eight films 
for Universal during the next four 
years. Four will be made under 
his own production banner. 

Deal, technically for 10 pix in 
five wears, actually is retroactive to 
cover two features already com- 
pleted, “This Earth Is Mine,” in 
current release, and “Pillow Talk,” 
awaiting distribution. No extension 
of Hudson's contract is involved. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Significantiy absent from the|™oney at stake in “Ben-Hur,” was 
meeting were lawyers. At the particularly enthusiastic about the Max Asnas 
“Geneva” meeting between rep-|#¢vance hoopla that is building up| phi) Baker 
resentatives of the film company|for the film in London where} jonn Beal 


and exhibition one lawyer was 
present—Adolph Schimel, Univer- 
sal’s general counsel and chairman 
of the MPAA'’s lawyers’ committee. 
However, during the formation of 
the Congress of Exhibitors, 
sparked by 20th-Fox topper Spyros 
Skouras, it was frequently stressed 
that efforts be made to hold a 
meeting between both segments of 
the industry without the presence 
of legal eagles. 

Fabian endorsed Johnston’s 
statements about the “friendliness” 
of the meeting and noted that the 
discussions were “full, free and 
frank.” He indicated further that 
he was hopeful, on the basis of 


| the spirit shown at the initial ses- 


sions, that “accomplishments will 
come out.” He defended the limita- 
tion of the discussion to the four 
topics on the ground that the sub- 
jects were “important and press- 
ing problems.” 


Also Montague, Weltner 
The company toppers present In- 


| “Ben-Hur” 


opens in December. 
Reaction of European exhibitors, 


Morton Da Costa 
Trent Dolan 


he said, is similar to that shown Shirley Eder 
in the States. “A similar condition Jerry Fonarow 
exists whereby, in order to book Robert Fryer 


this attraction, theatres are pro- 
posing extensive alterations on the 
basis of an unprecedently long 
playoff,” Vogel said. 


Thad Suski Plans, Places 
TV News-Angled Clips 
On Big UA Releases 


United Artists has signed the 
Thaddeus Suski Television Corp. 
to produce tv news clips (devel- 
oped during shooting) on a num- 





Charles B. Moss 
Jose Quintero 
Charles B. Reeves 
Carl Rigrod 

Biil Watters 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Harry Belafonte 
Frank Borzage 
Steve Broidy 
Janet Cohn 
Alfred E. Daff 
Bill Doll 
Joanne Dru 
Jimmy Gardiner 
Cary Grant 


ber of UA’s upyoming releases, Paul Gregory 
including “On the Beach,” “The Les Hafner 
Unforgiven,” “Solomon _ and Ronald House 
Sheba,” etc. Suski services video| Dick Irving Hyland 


stations directly, not the UA ex- 
ploitation staff. 


Ben Irwin 
Scrappy Lambert 


, Joe Levine 
cluded Paramount's Barney Bala- Contract represents expansion of aentieneiions 
ban, Columbia’s Abe Schneider, a service which UA instituted some| James H. Nicholson 
Loew's Joseph R. Vogel, and time ago, with the accent on both 


United Artists’ Arthur B. Krim. 
Also sitting in for the film com- 
panies as “observers” were Abe 
Montague, Col's exec veepee, and 
George Weltner, Par’s world-wide 
sales chief.. Skouras, whose efforts 
brought about the meeting, could 
not attend, being in Europe on a 
business trip. It was disclosed that 


clips and the production of snort 
featurettes on films in-the-making. 


Dennis O'Keefe 
Michael Sean O'Shea 
Nehemiah Persoff 


It’s now been found that the news Maurie Suess 

clips are the most acceptable to 

the stations. Europe to U. S. 
In reporting on the new deal Giulio Ascarelli 


with Suski TV Corp., Roger Lewis, 
UA’s ad-pub and exploitation v.p., 
said three of UA’s top releases— 





Cecil Beaton 
Karl Bernstein 


Heineman 


the other company presidents (. > a Pamela Brown 
were “unavailable” for various|.50™¢ Like It Hot,” “Pork Chop! jane Cilento 
reasons. Hill and The Horse Soldiers”— William J. 
Representing the Congress of er —— ros ores os red Joseph Julian 
Exhibitors were: for Theatre — in 300 markets in Herman M. Levy 
Owners of America—Fabian,| “~~ Roger H. Lewis 
George G. Kerasotes, TOA prexy Mort Nathanson 


and Albert M. Pinkus; for Allied 
States—prexy Horace Adams and 
Irving Dollinger; for Metropolitan 


Chaplin in Chi Cinestage 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 


Seymour Poe 
Dennis Price 
Mo Rothman 


Motion Picture Theatres Assn.— Charlie Chaplin’ss “Modern Richard Skinner 
RKO Thestres’ president Sol Times” Lopert-UA) opens at Charles Smadija 
Schwartz; for Independent Thea- Todd's Cinestage Aug. 6. William L. Taub 
tre Owners Assn.—Max Cohen The current “Al Capone” (AA) Alan Webb 


Johnston, Ralph Hetzel and Ken- 
neth Clark represented the MPAA. 


will have 
weeks, 


wound up a hotsy 13 





Francis S. Winikus 
Diana Wynyard 


Rearrange Basic 
Universal-Rank 


Relationship 


Under a new deal negotiated 
with the J. Arthur Rank organiza- 
tion, Universal will no longer have 
“first look” at Rank product for 


distribution in the United States. 


| However, the arrangement where- 


| 











by Rank distributes U pictures in 
the United Kingdom has been re- 
tained 

The new deal allows Rank 
make any deals it wants for 
release of its product in the U. S. 
Although U has had a long-time 
agreement with Rank, it has ac- 
cepted extremely few of the pic- 
tures offered by the British outfit 
in recent years. There was a peri- 
od when Universal nixed almost 
every picture that was offered. For 
all of 1958 and 1959 U agreed to 
release only two pictures in the 
U. S—"“Floods of Fear” and 
“Sapphire.” 

The original Rank-U deal gave 
U first call also on all of Rank 
films for South America. A few 
years ago this arrangement was 
halted when Rank established its 
own distribution setup in South 
America 

U had retained first cal] on U. S. 
distribution even during the peri- 
od when Rank had a distribution 
organization in the U. S. When 
this experiment failed and the 
Rank company in the U. S. folded 
last March, the Rank films in dis- 
tribution and awaiting release 
were turned over to Lopert Films, 
a subsidiary of United Artists. 


to 


th 
ee) 





U. S. to Europe 
Americo Aboaf 
Jerry Adler 
Kitty Carlisle 
Paddy Chayefsky 
Irving Caesar 
Deep River Boys 
Harry Douglas 
J. Jay Frankel 
Philip Gerard 
Moss Hart 
Bill Jacobson 
Richard Johnson 
Ben Kalmenson 
Ed Kirkeby 
Philip Langner 
Herman Levin 
Harold Myers 
Donald O’Connor 
Lily Pons 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Fd Seay 
Bella Spewack 
Jack L. Warner 
Maurice Winters 
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Of Brother Ralph’s Passing 


Expected to emerge as a key fig- + 
ure in Columbia's corporate struc- | 
ture as a result of the death of 
Screen Gems’ prexy Ralph Cohn 
is his brother Robert Cohn, a Col 
production executive on the Coast 


Robert Cohn is the last of the 


of the late Jack Cohn, 


three sons 

former executive veepee, brother 
of late prexy Harry Cohn and co- 
founder of the company. Another 
gon, Joseph C died several 


years ago at the age of 32. 


It's anticipated that Robert Cohn 





wil B serve as spokesman for his 
father’s estate. At > time of his 
death Ralph Cohn was listed as 
owning 42,047 res of Col stock 
In additior 3.87 ares stood of 
record in his name ind otners as 
executors of t of Jack Cohn 
Ral} Col i a one-third 
I ainder interest a trust which 
owns 1,844 res a contingent 
terest in at 1 owns 51.- 
Mt sha Ne ) > estate of 
Hi ( ed by his 
wido ) Cohn family 
is t S t individual 
holde of { 
Indica s Robert Cohn 
will now ha t » in voting 
e various ho I f the shares 
d by trusts i f vers of his 
fami He to confer 
with Col offi s later this week 
Me f s that Ralph 
( s deat hasten the as- 
on < Gems into 
the sti tur ( t} parent com- 
pa Pre eps in this 
< t on ! peen taken, 
s is t ! the Coast 
of pub-ad, t t production 
ties I a possibility 
that I ng B K SGs executive 
produce and 1 nUy named a 
VE f company, may 
€ € t a ) figure in the 
operation ol telepix s ibsidiary 


Technical Perfectionism’ 
Called Tocay’s Phobia 
ch Hollywood Colony 





Vi Holl od today car- 
ries its quest for technical perfec- 
tion too far v voiced in N. Y 
last week by | ird Ejinfeld 

The ir | icer, who has 
completed “T Oregon Trail” as 
the first filn naer h Ss own ban- 
né ypined that the drive for ab- 
solute perfection has gotten in the 
way of efforts to keep budgets at 
a reasonable leve! 

“When I look at the rushes at 
the end of tie day, and I notice 
a tiny little rong with the 
background of a scene, I don't go 
and reshoot the whole works, it’s 
silly,” he said After all, the audi- 
ence—if the sequence is at all well 
done—will be looking at the actors 
not ‘at the distant background. So 
we shot a set where. in the back, | 
a bulb’s blown out. Who cares? 


It’s the same with lighting and 


a lot of othe little details.” Ejin- 

feld deferred to directors who 
overshoot, repeating scenes end- 
lessly to correct the smallest im- 
perfections. “Some directors aren't | 
really sure of what they want, so 
they shoot 15 different angles and 
later pick out the best ones in the 
editing. Other directors know what 

they want and shoot that way, too 

Personally, I think a director work- 
ing on a short schedule does bet- 
ter work than the man who has al 

the time in the world. And, un- 
fortunately, there is just no rela- 


tionship between costs and qual- 
ity.” 

Einfeld said the need in the 
business was for “fresh money” to 
finance production. His reasoning 
is that this sort of backing would 
be amenable to experimentation 
and a more imaginative approach 
to film making 


plugged for greater opportunties 


for young, creative talent. 


The producer also | 


Jim Grainger Hits Road 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
James R. Grainger, prexy of In- 


ter Continent Releasing Organiza- 
tion, is on a twoweek swing through 
east and Middle West to set up 


bookings of upcoming product 
starting with Benedict Bogeaus’ 
“Jet Over the Atlantic.” 

Bogeaus' “The Gold Bug 
on Edgar Allan Poe classic, 
on sked 


MPEA-Flaud Mull 
US.-Franco Pix 


_ Pad Renewal 


Aug. 4 
yntinental 


’ based 
also is 


Paris, 
ed Gronich, C: 


rep- 


resentative for the Motion Picture 
Export Assr and Jacques Flaud, 
head of the French governmental 
Centre Du Cinema, have started 
conclusive parleys on the French- 
U. S. Film Accord which lapsed 


last month. Accord might be fina 
ized sooner than anticipated to be 
able to present to Ministers Andre 


Malraux and Antoine Pinay, of 
Culture and Finance, respectively, 
before they go off on biz and va- 
cation. 


is trying for more visas 
over the present 110 allowed Yank 
majors plus a liberalization of re- 
mittances over the present $3,000.- 
000 annually for all the compa- 
nies. Yanks feel that better eco- 
nomic conditions here warrant 
changes in the coming Ac- 
cord agreements. 

It is also pointed out by Yanks 
that there is an exhib demand in 
France for American films over 
the 110. Centre Du Cinema has 
taken the Yank proposals and will 
mull them over with Ministries 
before resuming further talks this 
week. It is not clear whether the 
CDC favors a status quo or is will- 
ing to give in to some of the Yank- 
demands 

Last year’s insistence by F 
on giving out 40 of the 
as merit licenses for companies 
having helped French distrib and 
production is expected to be dis- 
continued this year Last year’s 
attempt led to a truce with the 
French kickine in some extras and 
some leftovers from the defunct 
RKO and Republic to make up for 
those licenses lost by some majors 
at the expenses of others who got 
the “merit” visas from the CDC 

Present Yank demands are those 
set forth by MPAA prexy Eric 
Johnston on his recent trip here. 


“LES AMANTS’ BOOKINGS 
Due In Chi. D.C. and Balto Ahead 
Of Gotham 

Chicago, Aug. 4 

Zenith-International plans to re- 
the French “Les Amants” 
(The Lovers) in Chicago, Washing- 
ton and Baltimore in September, 
ahead of Gotham date at the 
Paris Theatre in October. 

Tem Dowd is handling the pic- 
ture in this territory but states no 
Chi situation has been set for it so 
far. A print won't be submitted to 
the censors for at least another 
two or three weeks 

“Les Amants” has the distinction 
of being the first French film to 
be exhibited on the Champs Ely- 
sees with English subtites for the 
benefit of Yank and British tour- 
ists who might otherwise miss the 


Gronich 


these 


laud 
Yank visas 


lea ase 


its 


unexpurgated version back home. | 


|feels he’s 


By FRED HIFT 


Nils Asther, 
who in his heyday during the late 
twenties 
would appear in as many as five or 
six pictures during a single year, 
being “haunted” by the 
press 

He is one of a fairly large group 
of yesteryear film stars who, 
whether they like it or not, are 
surrounded by an aura of nostalgia 
which inevitably tags them as “has- 
beens” and treats them according- 
lv. The press, its files bulging with 
old clippings concerning these per- 


sonalities, digs up the names 
periodically and gives them “the 
treatment.” 

Asther, who is nearing 60 but 


still retains a distinguished air and 
a sonorously effective voice, com- 
plained last week that his profes- 
sional standing was being dam- 
aged and his job potential reduced 
by continuing reports that he was 


broke and couldn't make a living 

“I'm consulting my lawyer about 
it,” Asther said. “This just can’t 
go on Stories keep appearing 
about me, writien by people whom 
I haven't even spoken to. One 
said that I was getting a monthly 
allowance from Greta Garbo be- 
cause I was a fellow-Swede and 
she was sorry for me It's just 
ridiculous I did play opposite 
Garbo, but I havent heard from 
her in 20 years. Not even a Christ- 
mas card.’ 

Not Only ‘Silent’ 

Asther very sensitive about 

ibes who call him a star of the 
silent” era (“I appeared in a lot 


of talking pictures «ll the way up 
through 1948 and a good many of 
them can be seen on television’ 
said he was first “amused” about 
these write-ups, but that lately he 
had begun te feel that they'd dam- 
aged his career. 

He currently lives in Philadel- 
phia and is partnered with Peter 
Farrow in an outfit that produces 
industrial films. He’s also dabbled 
in real estate, but his first love is 
still the theatre and motion pic- 
tures. “I wrote a play, ‘Bad Angel,’ 
and toured in it, and it was very 
successful. Now I'm trying to set 
up a deal to film it in Denmark, 
where have very good connec- 
tions,” he said. “I’m also continu- 
ing work on a script which Alec 
Guinness has read and liked. One 
of the distributors is interested in 
it And I keep getting inquiries 
from people who'd be interested to 
have me in a play 

“This reputation which the 
creating for may 
the result of slanted nOs- 
ulgia, but it is very harmful. 
am not a has-been. I am very 


1 me 
t 
t 
I 
active. I am interested in what 
I 
i 
i 


press is 


do, in what I plan to do and 
being an actor. I resent be- 
g called a silent has-been 


star 
Asther, who retains a combina- 
tion Swedish and British accent, 


was imported to Hollywood from 
Europe in 1927 and continued mak- 


ing films there and in Britain 
through the thirties. His first 
U. S. picture was “Sorrell and 
Son.” Others included “Our Danc- 
ing Daughters” (1928), “Cardboard 
Lover” (1928), “Wild Orchids” 
with Garbo in 1929), “The Bitter 
Tea of General Yen” (1933), 
Storm at Day Break” (1933), etc. 


He was originally brought over by 
United Artists, later was under 
contract to MGM (“I quit there be- 
cause I couldn't stand making 
those ‘pretty boy’ films in uniform 


any more”) and, during the war 
and up to 1948, appeared for Para- 
mount During that period he 
starred in the successful “Man in 
Half Moon Street” (1944). 

After the war, stories began to 
appear to the effect that Asther, 


who had been a top earner in 
Hollywood, was down-and-out and, 
at one point, had to work as a 
delivery clerk at $1 an hour in 
Los Angeles. A recent story in the 
N.Y. Post by reporter Gene Smith, 


(Continued on page 10) 


former matinee mt } 


and during the thirties | 


Good Till ’t2, 


Kroger Babb to MPC 


follywood, Aug. 4, 

Kroger Babb, vet exploitation 
‘film producer when he headed 
Hallmark Productions, has joined 
MPC Film Distributing Co. as ad- 
exploitation director. 

Establishment of ad-exploitation 
dept. marks MPC'’s first move in 
this direction in firm’s overall ex- 
pansion plans. 


NTA Shuffling: 
Gruenberg Into 
Greenblatt Berth 


A ma 
NTA 








shakeup in 
theatrical distribu- 
tion of National Tele- 
film Leonard 
Gruenberg becoming general man- 
ager. He succeeds H. H. Green- 
blatt, who has resigned 

At the same time, William Shel- 
ton, formerly Times Films’ sales 
chief and recently NTA's 
foreign rep, moves into the post 
of sales manager. Gruenberg, who 
had been in NTA's tv syndication 
sales department, was formerly 
N.Y. branch manager for RKO 
Greenblatt was also a former RKO- 


jor personnel 
Pictures, 
subsidiary 


Associates, sees 


more 


ite, having been sales manager for 
a short time before the company 
wes dissolved 


NTA Pictures, like {ts parent 
company, is shifting its headquar- 
ters to the Coast and, it’s under- 
stood, all booking will be done 
from there. For the most part, NTA 
Pictures’ theatrical distribution 
activities have been devoted to the 
release, on a reissue basis, of films 
acquired by NTA for showing on 
television. Many pictures from the 
Library were given theatrical dis- 
tribution first before being shown 
on television. Recently, however, 
NTA Pictures has been broadening 
its scope and has picked up foreign 
films for release in the U.S. It’s 
understood that the latter opera- 
tion will be enlarged and efforts 
will be made to obtain American 
indie product as well 
| Since National Theatres took 
over NTA, the theatrical distribu- 
| tion activities of NTA Pictures have 
| been somewhat limited. Under a 
ruling of the antitrust division of 
| the Dept. of Justice, NTA Pictures, 
in territories where National Thea- 
tres maintain houses, must first 
offer its films to the opposition at 
reasonable rentals. The offers of 
the opposition need not be sub- 
stantial 

It's expected that the tieup with 
National Theatres will see NTA 
Pictures assume the distribution 
of National Theatres’ CineMiracle 
film, “Windjammer,” which was 
made under a special agreement 
with the antitrust division. 


SPIEGEL-LEAN TEAM FOR 
‘LAWRENCE OF ARABIA’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 





Sam Spiegel and British direc- 
tor David Lean will make “Law- 
rence of Arabia,” biopic of mys- 


Lawrence of World 
as first of two 


sterioso T. E 
War I connection, 
productions they'll produce on a 
partnership for Columbia 
Pictures release. Second pic is still 
unset. 

Duo previously were associated 
on “Bridge on the River Kwai,” 
also for Columbia release, which 
jwon an Academy Oscar jackpot. 


basis 


It Helps Production 


+ Rome, July 28 

, New Film Aid legislation, valid 
through Dec. 31, 1961, has been 
approved here by the Council of 
Ministers, presided over by Italian 
Prime Minister Antonio Segni, The 
government okay came after a long 
delay which had caused consider- 
able industry worry. It arrived 
just in time to invalidate demands, 
inspired by Italian leftwing ele- 
ments, that the current aid law be 
extended only to December of this 


year. Old law expired last June. 
30 

Basically, the “new” law echoes 
the legislation first approved in 


1956, with two differences. One of 
these is regarding building of new 


cinemas and the other concerns 
the yearly prizes for documen- 
taries Now established that at 


least two kilometres must separate 
future film houses while 200 docu- 
merntaries per year will be en- 
titled to percentage prizes of 2% 
of gross for two years with a ceil- 
ing of some $3,750 for black and 
white items and some $6,750 for 
shorts 

In add 
“finalists” 
$3.000 quality 
ture category, 
on qualit 


color 


120 of these 200 

each receive a 
prize. In the fea- 
the old legislation 
y prizes still applies 

New law will give film producers 
here a chance to prep new film 
production 


Metro Sued on ‘Tarzan’; 


Lesser Co. Sees Prior 
Features Handicapped 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Sol Lesser Productions has filed 
suit against Loew's Inc. for $1.925,- 


ition, 
will 


000 damages on Loew's distribu- 
tion of two “Tarzan” films charg- 
ing violation of trust obligations 


and unfair competition 

Gist of complaint is that Loew’s 
Inc. ‘that is, Metro) has made third 
Tarzan” feature which it plans 
to put into release while the first 
two are still in general distribu- 
tion 

Two films 
And The Lost Safari,” 
ro released April 2 
Tarzan’s Fight For 
leased July 4, 1958 
seven-year distribution 
each, worldwide 
Lesser Productions 
that Metro's feature 
Ape Man,” will 
other than 


involved are “Tarzan 
which Met- 
1957, and 
Life,” re- 
Metro had 
rights on 


complained 
“Tarzan, The 
feature an actor 
Gordon Scott (viz, 
Denny Miller) as the leading char- 
acter and that its premature re- 
lease will damage recsipts on the 


tvo prior films 
“Tarzan, The Ape Man” is only 
one of “Tarzan” series owned by 


Metro, all.others being part of the 
Tarzan package rights originally 
controlled by Lesser and consigned 
by him to Lesser Productions when 
that company was sold to the 
Weintraub-Hayutin interests. 
Lesser company asked for an In- 
junction to halt release of Metro- 
made Tarzan film, and in separate 
action for damages claimed that 
Metro “unfairly discriminated” 
against the two Lesser Tarzan pix 
This latter action asked $687,500 
damages on U. §S. distribution and 
$1,237,500 in other countries. 


JACK HALEY JR. RESUMES 
Up Show Business Career 
With Wolper 


Picks 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Jack Haley Jr., who donned civ- 


vies two weeks ago after a stretch 
with U. S. Air Force, will be asso- 
ciate producer on David L. Wol- 
pers upcoming spec, “Race for 
Space.” 

Haley also will handle same 
chore on eight hour-long publie 
affairs specials for regional spon- 


jsorship which Wolper is prepping. 
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The Big Operator | 
(C’SCOPE) 











are a few occasions when “The 
Mouse That Roared” gets over- 
smart and then some of its witty 














2 - - = ' 
—_ bey Bees ee 2 Lage | sallies, gimmicks and gags may 
hardhitiing melo; stout returns well go over the heads of the pa- 
indicated trons. But on the whole it has 
Holly call July 30 kept its slight amusing idea bub- 
v elease of Red Doff produection.| bling happily in the realms of 
c \ Bg acbram | straightforward comedy. “Mouse” 
y : n Backus: Charles —_ has, wisely, been geared to only 
} Donald Barry, Law- §3 minutes, thus avoiding any flag 
; rected by Charles Haas = 
s en} Rober Smith, Allen Ri kin, ging of pace. Here’s a “good-hu 
Gal 68 ert ar & Cae any mored, witty pic which, with Pet 
va at» Tomes a ‘99 Sellers as its star, should n ak¢ 
t te Be Mickey Rooney lively b.o prospect thro sadn ; 
Bill ¢ Steve Cochren U.K. U.S. audiences, if prepared t 
Mat Mamie Van Doren jxuch both with and at themselves 
‘ \ , as well as at other ma} i 
( minor powers) will also 1 
} deft, satisfying entertainment. | 
Bill 17 a comedy in the old Ealing tra 
! iion. 
I ‘ The yarn concerns the Gran 
‘ Duchy of Grand Fenwick, é 
D world’s smallest country, which re- 
Det. lies for its existence on the export 
} of a local wine to the U.S. Wrer 
Lou Cre rr aBov California bottles a cheaper, inter- 
’ Vido Musso ior imitation Grand Fenwick is on 
: yaa ator” is a wallop- | Verge of going broke So the Prime 
; ag . \linister hits on the wily scheme of 
frig labor rackets melo with enough . oo 2 Bande 
¢ irrv it through the | 80!nS to war against America, ¢ 
ee : ?_* heftv grosses, | the grounds that the loser in an; 
mir Hi ME .. | War is invariably on the receiving 
; rf a ae ; pete Be ge Sal end of hefty financial handout 
UFS1OF sii la ar acl » 
jhatio previously exposed in from the winners, 
“The I Mil and “Baby Face But the invasion of N.Y. by an 
Nelson the Albert Zugsmith-| army of 20 men with mail uw \iforms 
Red Doft production packs highly | and bows and arrows goes awry 
topical exploitation potential The “army” arrives when New 
Rooney plays a tough and-vicious | York is deserted. Everybody's un- 
labor boss under investigation by a dercover for a giant alr-ra: d drill 
Senate Rackets Committee in the | In the confusion Grand Fenwick’s 
Rebert Smith-Allen Rivkin screen- | nit-wit field-marshal manages to 
play, based on a Cosmo yarn by capture America’s new, powerful 
Paui Gallico. Taking refuge behind | weapon, the Q-bomb, together with 
the Fifth Amendment, he makes a_ its inventer and his daughter, plus 
single slip when he denies know- | the military commander of N Y 
ing one of his henchmen. Bulk of and several cops. Grand Fenwick 
he fast-paced stery unfoldment is | has won the war. It now becomes 
built around his trying to button the target of the attentions of all 
up two union members whom he the big powers and America has to 
knows saw him with this goon. negotiate Gry which mainly 
Film. sparked by Charles Haas’ consist of taking the Californian 
sock direction, opens on a shocker | wine off the market, and a million- 
note: a man is thrown into a ce- dollar loan from the American 
ment mixer to keep him from testi- | Treasury. 
fying against Rooney, and continues Sellers plays three roles in the 
dae . same chord. Opposing | tilm and this is achieved mainly by 
Rooney is Steve Cochran, one Of | cxiliful writing and editing and not 
the twosome whom the boss is try-| py trick lensing. He is the Grand 
ing to muffle, a peace-loving family | Dychess Gloriana. the Prime Min- 
sponsible for Rooney's icter and also the hapless field 


l! after latter kidnaps Coch- 
as a hostage. Unreeling 
by constantly mounting 
with no holds barred on 





benefit 


suspense 








labor racket tactics: Cochran's pal, 
Mel Torme, is set afire and badly 
burned, and Cochran himself un- 
dergoes brutal punishment. 

Rooney comes through in real- 
istic fachion, capturing the mood 
required for such a character, and 
Cochran makes his work count 
strongly as the aroused unionist. 
Mamie Van Doren, as Cochran's 
wife, lands excellent destaff inter- 
est, and Jay North is okay as their 
young sprout. Torme also socks 
over his role of one of the men 
Rooney is out to get, and Ray Dan- 
ton is properly menacing as the 
goon whom Rooney refuses to ack- 
nowledge In brief roles, Jim 
Backus, Jackie Coogan’ and Law- 
ré Dobkin stand out. 

Filr given top backing in all 
techn L departments, including 
Walter H. Castle’s camera work 
Ben Lewis’ editing, Van Alexan- 
der’s usic score and direction, 
Hans Peters and Preston Ames’ art 
« on. Film was produced by 
Zuesmith’s company in association 
with Fryman Enterprises, in which 
Doff and Rooney are partnered. 

Whit. 
The Mouse That Reared 


(BRITISH-COLOR) 


Lively spoof with Peter Sellers 
playing three roles. This good- 
humored satire on world po- 
lilies and diplomacy should 
provide ready business from 
most audiences, 








London, July 28. 
lumbia release of an Open Road 
(Walter Shenson) production Stars Peter 
Sellers, Jean Seberg. William Hartnell 
Directed by Jack Arnold. Screenplay, 
Roe MacDougall, Stanley Mann, from 
novel by Leonard Wibberley: camera, 
John w leox; editor, Raymond Poulton: 
n ce, Edwin Astley. At Odeon, Marble 
‘ London, July 13. Running time, 
e MINS 
I ( na, Mountjoy Peter Sellers 
} Jean Seberg 
K David Kosso ff 
v William —s |} 
I é “as Timothy Bateson 
Cobbley cae Monty L iia 
Pe Harold Krasket 
} Leo McKern 
I cer Colin Gordon 
s 5 Macdonald Parke 
t retary of Defenses Austin Willis 
< George Marro 
‘ Richard Gatehouse 
Col t Jacques Ce 
« Cay i] Stuart Son 
« 1 Officer Ken Strnle 
1 ‘ n Bill Nowy 
7 Onerator Mevis Villiers 
} Y Chartes C1 
} I Horry De Bray 
A i Bill Edwards 
. en re can be as risky as 
@ banana-skin on a sidewalk. There 


marshal who upsets the Prime 
Minister’s plans. With versatility 
in voice and subtle characteriza- 
tion Sellers scores cheerfully in all 
three roles, with the Prime Minis- 
ter probably being the best. While 
not necessary for one man to play 
all three roles, it is a standout gim- 


mick which adds greatly to the fun 
Jean Seberg is pretty, but makes 
little impact, as the heroine. But 


m 
he 


there is useful work from Willia 
Hartnell, David Kossoff, as t 
scientist; Leo McKern, as Grand 
Fenwick’s leader of the loyal op- 
position; and Macdonald Parke, as 
a pompous American’ general 
Among the highlight scenes are the 
arrival of the token army in de- 
serted N.Y. and the abduction 
the hostages. The sight of the com 
pletely deserted city is an a\ 
some one and owes considerably to 
Jack Arnold’s direction, and re- 
markable artwork and lensing 

Other moments _ that 
plentiful yocks are the 
tions in Grand Fenwick for we 
coming the U.S. Army of Occup: 
tion, the voyage to America, 
the Grand Fenwick army ceer- 
fully taking potshots with arrows 
the passing Queen Elizabeth 
(while Sellers is continuously a- 
sick) and an hilarious chase scene 
with the Q-bomb liable to explode 
anytime. 

Witty credit titles designed by 
Maurice Binder which set the film 
off on the right satirical note with 
a neat spoof on the Columbia 
| trademark and in-the-mood music 
by Edwin Astley both help Walter 
Shenson’s Open Road te a 
no end. Rich, 


ar 
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Asi Era Pancho Villa 
(This Was Pancho Villa) 


(MEXICAN—COLOR) 
Mexico City, July 28 
A Rodrigues Productions release. S s 





Pedro Armendariz, Carlos Lopez Moct« 
zuma, Maria Elena Marques. Written a 
directed by Ismael _ Rodfiques 4 
Mariscala Theatre, Mexico Cit) 

time, 90 MINS. 

This is yet another P I 
Villa film biog with this one tend- 
ing to whitewash the Centaur of 
the North as a simple, noble 
at heart although brusque and vio 
lent in his reactions 

Pedro Armendariz is at hor r 
this one, but pee reaily » t 
Carlos Lopez Moctezuma 
lieutenant, Colones 1 Fie 
Elenea Marques flick 
female role. Sirictly rt f-the 
mill program fare, in colo 

E 


Vie Tingler 





Good gimmicks used well 
within horror framework. 
Hollywoe d July 23. 
( n a release a William Castle 
E luc : Sti Vir nt Price with 
J itt Eve Is D 1 Hickmar 
} ia Cutts, } ela I ol Philip 
< lidge. Producer-dire or. William Cas 
t Rot White camera, 
Vi i ed r Chester Ww 
S effer; mus Von Dexte Previewed 
a ve Academy Theatre uly 2 59. Run 
' time, 80 MINS 
D Will Chapir \ ent Price 
Mrs. Hig s Judith Evelyn 
D d Morris Darryl Hickman 
I bel ¢ pin t ricia Cutts 
Lucy Stevens Pamela Lincoln 
( e Higgins Pr p Coolidge 
The Tingle stamps producer 
William Castle as ar be. gag 
ofter ing ous yman The 
fil boun kum, camou- 
ge as ier nd it has been 
£ micked exploitation 
Ove its al vy entertaining 
prope If s ( bia release 
de ¢ ¢ ( S surprise 
t ré ers 
ng Castle’s third suc- 
€ ( ind his first 
since moving his independent unit 
m Allied Artists to Columbia 
3oth in tricks and story, it’s su- 
peric to either his first, “Maca- 
bre or his second, “House on 
Haunted Hill.” 
The major gimmick, labeled 
Percepto comprised of a ser- 
ies of war surplus vibrating motors, 
attached to the undersides of the 
theatre seats and set off at at the 
proper moment to send “tingling” 
sensations through the customers 
Four test engagements will be used 
to determine how extensively 
“Percepto” will be spread through- 











out a theatre; i.e.. how many seats 
will be wired to “get it.” And 

istle, in a tongue-in-cheek filmed 
prolog, tells the audience that not 
everyone is susceptible to the 
“tingling” fe rees, thus leaving an 
out” for fewer motors than seats 

“Percepto” elf is effective, not 
so much because of the “tingle” 
but because it ““menacingly” moves 
closer and closer waves and, 





coupled with a whirring noise and 





sound-track he ar tbeats and 
screams, puts the <6 in the 
midst of the horror Castle addi- 
tionally has incorporated a second 
trick, bringing film to a halt 
and the house lights up, at which 


point star Vincent 
audie 
two 


Price calms the 
nee via a side speaker and 
hasty gentlemen rush down 
the aisle with stretcher in hand to 
pick up a shrieking female who 
supposedly has fainted from fright 


House lights will go up in all 
theatres according to. present 
plans, with the little play to be 
enacted in the key situations 
“Tingler” w written by Castle’s 
associate Robb White, and the 
screenplay is adeptly constructed 
to let the gimmicks sneak in un- 
obtrusively Most effective is a 
hairraising sequence in which a 


bathtub full of blood blares out in 
all its rich sanguinary color amid 
the remaining blacks and whites. 
When things are on the move 
Zimmicked or otherwise—White’s 
script fine, as Castle's direc- 
tion occasion, however, the 
film to become excessively 
talky” and, until the wild mo- 

is more than 


1s 
On 


fond 
tenas 


is 


( 
1 
i 


there 
rivance 
lls of a pathol- 
curious about fear, 
theorizing it h force to produce 
tension which, if not relieved 
hrough screaming, can kill. From 
deaf mute who dies of fright be- 
( she can't wail, the doctor 
extracts a living creature which 
had formed around the victims 
backbone, snapping it in two. The 
isolating and eventual handling of 
the creature constitutes the pic- 
ture’s main action. 

Castle assembled a good cast for 
these sort of doings. Price appears 
perfectly sinister, and, when it’s 
found he’s not really bad after all, 
it becomes obvious he has left just 
the right loopholes in his actions 
and personality. Judith Evelyn is 
excellent as the deaf mute, speak- 
ing with her hands and her eyes, 
and fine performances also are 
turned in by Darryl Hickman -as 
Price’s assistant and Patricia Cutts 


The Tingler” te 


as 


Ise 
uS€ 





as his wandering wife. Pamela 
Linceln, as Miss Cutts’ younger 
sister, is a standout in displaying 
Warmth and feeling Philip 
olidge, as the mute’s husband, 
often seems unfittingly cold, a 
quality that, at film’s end, turns 
out to be the right one 
The technical side of “Tingler” 
is guite well done, most partic- 
ularly Von Dexter’s musical score 
Photography by Wilfrid M. Cline 
t direction | Philp Bennett 
I by ( el Schaeffer 
1 sound |} Hart Mills are 
t-rate. On the creature itselt 
ears improperly molded, look- 
g unima tively more like an 
tended lobster than the embodi- 
nt of fear. But, as is the case 


| 


there is 
amusement, 


films, 
for 


with most horror 
considerable room 


| and its presence here just adds one | 


more tingle Ron. 


} 
The Boy and the Bridge 


BRITISH) 
Offbeat and prolonged film 
with some pleasant touches of 
originality but unlikely to 
make much of a stir outside of 
arty houses. 














London, July 28 
Columbia release of a Xanadu ‘(Kevin 
McClory) } Stars lan MacLaine 
Lia Ree Directe by Kevin M« 
cle S« ‘ Geofttfre Orme 
Clor Des 0 an. from aeny te 
Leon W edits awk Slade; « 
Ted S« nife r leolm Arnold At 
Columbia Privz Theatre, London, Run 
ning time, 97 MINS 
Tommy D e Ian MacLaine 
at Doyle Liam Redmond 
Tugboat Skippe James Hayter 
Tugboat Engineer Norman M Ww 
Bridge Master Geoffrey Keer 
Market Porter Jack MacGowren 
t Royal Da 
chanics Bill Shine, Artin 
Lowe Jocelyn Britt 
( n ¢ Andress Malandr s 
Publ ‘ Globe Stuart Sau 
Public V t Chili Bow € 
Landlac Rita Webt 
Ye n \ Meadows While 
rourist Mv frece Kir on 
Pu i J He 
Bridge Eng r Jack Stewart 
Kevin McClory an ebullient 
young Irishman, who had both 
John Huston ¢ Mike Todd as his 
film mentors, has now set up in 
business on his own account. He is 
producer, direct and helped in 
scripting of “The Boy and the 
Bridge.’ The pic, which is an offi- 
cial British entry for the Venice 
Film Fest < ot the Royal nod 
at its charity preem. It would be 
pleasant, but scarcely true, to say 
that the film s up to its advance 
drum-beating, It may serve in arty 
houses, but misfires on several 
cylinders. And it is evident that 
McClory has not vet obtained the 
experience to put over such a slim 
offbeat film 
Story is based on an American 
Varn and was set around the 
Golden Gate bridge of San Fran- 
cisco. It now has been switched to 
London and the Tower Bridge. It 
concerns a youngster who sees his 
father arrested after. a brawl, mis- 
takenly believes that he is on a 
murder rap, runs away and without 
permission sets up house in the 
Bridge. This pleasant but flimsy 
+ A 


suiiic 


idea is in 





ent to stand up for 


91 minutes 

The first 45 minutes (during 
which the youngster has not a sin- 
gle word to Vv) is largely devoted 
to establishing the bridge and its 
surroundin: 2s. Later the yarn perks 
up but by then the whimsey is be- 
ginning to be repetitive 

Star of the film is a tough. grave 
little youthful Cockney lad who 
makes his film debut. Young Ian 
MacLaine certainly makes a re- 
markable debut and is both amus- 
ing and occasionally moving as the 
boy for whom the bridge develops 
a personality of its own. But. as 
with most child actors, audiences 
will be conscious of the technical 
wheels going ind. Nevertheless 


young MacLain 
fine tribute 


es performance a 
to the patience of di- 


Is 


rector McClory and it’s a pity that 
he has let technique get in the way 
of human emotion. Of the other 
performers, Liam Redmond does 
a workmanlike job as the kid's 
father and Ja Hayter, Geoffrey 
Keen, Arthur Lowe and Bill Shine 
also have their moments 


McCle s direction includes a 
great deal of somewhat self-con- 
scious and _  arty-crafty camera 
angles, but Ted Scaife’s lensing 
takes full advantage of the river 
scene and offers some easy-on-the- 
eye visual effects. Not so success- 
ful is Maleolm Arnold’s music 
which leans to the celestial-choir 


mood and is often highly obtrusive. 
McClory 
siderable figure in British 
and though this effort 
is an honorable 


is 
films 
misfires it 
attempt at getting 








away from routine fare Rich. 
Le Frie 
(The Coin) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, July 28 
ts release of CIL-IAL pro 
Raymond Rouleau. Eleonora 
Jean-Claude Pascal; features 
1, Pascale Roberta. Directed 
Cloche Screenplay, Guy 
lre Tabet, Cloche; camera, 
editor. Fanchette Mazin 
1 Running time, 100 MINS. 
Williams Raymond Rouleau 
Jacques Jean-Clande Pascal 
Ellie Eleonora Rossi-Drago 
Girlfriend Pascale Roberts 
Bob Roger Hanin 
The influence of “Rififi” is still 
ipparent this pic This one is 
about |! 2 couple of gangs 
fight over some uncut diamonds 
Film is 1 moralistic, and its 
familiar plot, and lagging action 
and <¢ cle ions slant thi 
primarily for the home market 
A vou with a demandir 
girl, gets dragged into this fi 
only to be saved the love of an- 
other girl the gang's destruc- 
tion of ¢ 1 other. Acting, direction 
,and technical are par, Mosk. 





likely to become a con-! 


Surrender—Hell! 





War programmer based on 
fact, technically good, dramati- 
cally poor, but interesting be- 
cause of authentic Philippines 
background. 





Holly wood, July 22. 

Allied Artists release of an Edmund 
Goldman production Stars Keith Andes, 
Susan Cabot. Paraluman. Nestor De Villa. 
Producer dmund Be ics an director, 
Johr Barnwel * nplay, Barnwell. 
based on ‘Blackburn's Headhunters 
book by Philip Harkins; camera, Miguel 
Accion; editor Hugo Grimaldi music, 
Francisco Buencamino Jr.; art direction, 
Richard Abelard Previewed at the 
studi July 21 9. Running time: 85 
MINS 
Donald D. Blackburn Keith Andes 
Delia Susan Cabot 
Pilar Paraluman 
Major Bulac Nestor De 


Based on the real-life adventure 
. 
] 











of a U.S. Army lieutenant who or- 
ganized Filipino he adhunters into 
ag uerrilla outfit during the Jap- 
occupation irrender— 
despit n inept screen- 
. IS an interesting war pro- 
ypmer because ts subject and 
the fact that it was filmed entire'y 
on location in the Philippi 
There are some € oitable ad 
possibilities in a number of scenes: 
lovely Filipino actress Paraluman 
washing down muscular Keith 
Andes in a shower stall: luman 
in various stages of dishevelment 
as a result of brushes with the 
Japanese conquerors; realistic bat- 
tle scenes; headhunters; Andes and 
Susan Cabot in a hayloft, and the 
like 
Preoccupied with these scenes, 


the script rambles from episode to 
episode, loosely tra¢ Lt. Donald 
D Blackburn's (portrayed by 
Andes) flight from the Japanese, 
reluctant acceptance. of the 
leadership of civilian resistance in 


ne 


his 


a mountain village, his strategie 
retreat to headhunter territory in 
the interior, his capture of certain 


Filipino provinces and his eventual 
assistance in Gen. MacArthur's in- 
vasion. It also sketches a brief ro- 
mance with Miss Cabot and a more 
extended one with Miss Paraluman. 

The principals do well enough 
within the limits of the script 
which is shot with cliches, unin- 
spired speeches, silly dialog and 
two-dimensional characterizations; 
e.g., the Japanese are hissing cari- 
catures which audiences haven't 
believed in several years 

The saving grace is that execu- 
tive producers Paul Schriebman 
and Newton P. Jacobs and producer 
Edmund Goldman have succeeded 
in getting a lot of production value 
on the screen: there are numerous 
Filipino street scenes, interiors, 
jungle scenes and vistas of land- 
scapes beautifully photographed in 


high key by Filipino cinematog- 
rapher Miguel Accion; there are 
large numbers of Filipino extras; 
headhunter backgrounds are exotic 
and interesting and there's a touch 
of spectacie as a result of using 
these elements 

Francisco Buencamino Jr.'s score 


is sometimes inappropriate ‘violins 
during staff conferences) and 
sometimes just right ‘obves and 
weird flutes backgrounding a head- 
hunter festival). It’s funny to hear 
headhunters apparently singing 
“Fight or Die,” song by Constant- 
cio de Guzman and Charles Martin, 
as if they were the Yale glee club. 


But editor Hugo Grimaldi's fre 
quent use of lap dissolves, taste- 
fully inserted, enhances the film. 
Most pleasant surprise is that the 
film, although made almost entirely 
in the Philippines, is completely 
up to Hollywood technical stand- 
ards. Glen. 


Bobbikins 
(BRITISH-’SCOPE) 


Max Bygraves, Shirley Jones 
and an appealing moppet in a 
comedy with songs which has 
to struggle to keep ticking. 


London, July 28. 


20th-Fox (Oscar Brodney) production 
and release. Stars Max Bygraves, Shirley 
Jones. Directed by Robert Day. Screen- 
play, Oscar Brodney; camera, Geoffrey 
Faithfull; editor, Ralph Kamplen, Stanley 
Hawkes; music, Philip Green. At Rialto, 
andon. Running time, 90 MINS. 
Benjamin Barnaby Max Bygraves 
Betty Barnaby Shirley Jones 
Bobbikins Steven Stocker 
Lydia Billie Whitelaw 
Valerie Barbara Shelley 
Dr. Phillips Colin Gordon 
Luke Charles Tingwell 
Gregory Mason . Lionel Jeffries 
Sir Jason Crandall Charles Carson 


tock Fleming Rupert Davies 








Nurse Noel Hood 
Hargreave David Lodge 
Johnson ' Murray Kash 
eFarge : Arnold Diamond 
Stebbins ‘ Charles Lloyd-Pack 
Rogers Bill Nagy 
Covendish Trevor Reid 
Admiral John Welsh 
Naval Petty Officer Michael Ripper 
Sailor Joe Ronald Fraser 
Sailor Jones John Downing 

Despite its coy title, the stellar 
duo of Max Bygraves and Shirley 
Jones, plus the emotional havoc 
which an eee moppet invari- 
ably creates among femme audl- 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Kupcinet in his Chicago Sun-Times “Kup’s Column”: “This {fs 
how Varrety, the show biz bible, probably will headline the Vice Pres- 
ident Nixon-Nikita Khrushchev exchange, according to Sam Tunick: 
*Dick, N Don't Click—Dick Slick, Nik Sick’!” 

Patricia Bernstein is to marry tv director Bill Morton in London on 


tooo oe 


Irv 


Aug. 18. She's the daughter of Cecil Bernstein, managing director of 
Granada TV Network, and has been a secretary in Vartrety’s London 
bureau for the past four years. There'll be a reception at the Savoy 
following the ceremony 

Loew prexy Jee Vogel back but his wife, Bobbie, stayed on another 
week in Monte Carlo. Loew Theatres board chairman Lep Friedman 
and wife Ruth planning a Baden-Baden holiday. 

Bern’e Kreisler, prez of International Film Associates, leaves for 
Paris and Madrid Aug. 14 to roll a tv series in Spain. It’s a French- 
Spanish coproduction. Project keeps him from attending the Moscow 
film fest as a guest of the Soviets . Americo Aboaf, Universal's for- 
eign topper, leaves Sunday (9) for Rome. . . First Todd-AO show in 
Asa will be seen next week (11) when “South Pacific’ premieres at 
the Cathay Cinema in Singapore . . . 20th-Fox’s foreign billings dur- 


have been down . The N.Y. censor wants cuts in 
ture will be the subject of talks in Albany this week 


ing the pact month 
“Les Amants.” Pic 
between the Regents and Louis M. Pesce, the censor... 
el has left for the Pula, Yugoslavia, film fest. 


Respecting recent inside item about husband-wife clown teams, sev- 
eral more » called to Variety's attention by Tony Conway, the cir- 
cus buff. To wv Dime and Connie Wilson, Roy and Joy Thomas, Har- 


ry and Peesy Baker, June and Geoff Dewsbury, Short and Peggy Syl- 
vester. Sylvesters may be seen currently in the Allied Artists feature, 
“The Big Circus” at the Roxy. 

Maclean's mag of Canada reports the reductio ad absurdum of U.S 
entertainment tax. A woman from Alberta lost her husband while vis- 
iting » small city in Washington State, and buried him there. The mor- 
tician’s bill included $15 for the soloist, plus $2.50 entertainment tax. 

Metro has scheduled William Wyler, Charlton Heston, Haya Harareet, 
and Martha Scott for tours in advance of the opening of “Ben-Hur.” 

Forbidden Paradise,” a nudist film from Germany being released 


in the U.S. by Colorama Features, tallied a big $5,400 in the first three 
days of its Broadway run at the Globe Theatre . . . Joseph Julian, actor- 
playwrig is back from Europe. His play “The Gimmick” closed down 
for recasting after a 10-week British hinterland tour. A German pro- 
duction in Munich is scheduled for next season. In Paris, Julian pro- 

ided the English voice for Jean Gabin in the dubbed versions of ‘Gris- 
by” and “The Possessors.”. .. William Elder, newly-appointed division 
manager for Loew's northeastern theatres, started with circuit in 1929 
in New Haven as an usher . New innovation for film showings in 


‘This Is Cinerama” at 


Singapore is advance hardticket bookings for 
the Shaw's Sky Cinema Columbia v.p. Paul Lazarus Jr. to Wash- 

gton to confer with American Legion officials on William Goetz’s 
“They Came to Cordura... . Carl Foreman planed to Athens and Cy- 
prus from London for meetings with Alexander Mackendrick, who will 
direct Foreman’s “The Guns of Navarone.”. . . Metro moves into the 
Roxy with Mario Lanza’s latest film, “For the First Time.” Follows 
the run of Allied Artists’ “The Big Circus.” . Cary Grant returned 
to the Coast after winding up a tour on behalf of “North By North- 
v »st 

Mike Kaplan, back from publicity work, 18 months abroad, doing a 
four-week barnstorming tour from N.Y. to L.A. in behalf of Stanley 
Doren’'s “Once More With Feeling” (Col). Author Harry Kurnitz due 
back from Paris also in mid-August to essay interviews, etc. Film 
stars Yul Brynner and Kay Kendall. 


Charlton Ogburn Jr.’s novel, “The Marauders,” has been designated 


Book-of-the-Month Club alternate selection for August. Milton Sperl- 
ing is to produce the filmization for Warners . . . Jane Fonda, actress 
daughter of Henry Fonda, is on the covers of Vogue, Glamour, Es- 
quire, Ladies Home Journal, McCall's and Harper's Bazaar—fancy go- 


ing for a newcomer. 

Reported by Alex Shniderman, partner in the S & S Operating Co., 
which runs the 63d St. Drive-in Theatre, Kansas City: after attending 
a trade screening of “Anatomy of a Murder,” his 11-year-old daughter, 
Alana, asked “Daddy, how did you like ‘Monotony of a Murder.’” 

Rip Von Ronkel scripts “The Bullfighter,” co-production by Jerry 
Lewis Productions and Paramount's York Pictures, to roll next Jan- 
uary under direction of Norman Taurog .. . Robert Wright will re- 
create his Broadway role in Warner Bros.’ “Tall Story”. . . Elia Kazan 
assigned Paul Osborne to write screenplay of “Time and Tide,” for 
20th-Fox release Fred MacMurray paged by British producer 
Sydney Box for star role in “The Day of the Triffids,” scripted by 
Philip Yordan, who will be associated in production. 

Grouche Marx's personal memoir, “Groucho and Me,” which Ber- 
nard Geis Associates will bring out next month, will have this dedi- 
cation: “For what it’s worth this book is gratefully dedicated to these 
six masters without whose wise and witty words my life would have 
been even duller: Robert Benchley, George S. Kaufman, Ring Lard- 
ner, S. J. Perelman, James Thurber, E. B. White”. . . Geis Associates 
is a new setup in which Marx, along with Art Linkletter, Goodson & 
Todman and others, are associated in a capital-gains type of book pub- 
lishing. Random House distributes. Linkletter also will thave his next 
new work published via Geis. 

John Huston’s pact with Universal has been expanded to a two-pic- 
ture deal. In addition to Kipling’s “The Man Who Would Be King,” Hus- 
ton will produce “Freud,” the life story of the head-shrinker .. . Cary 
Grant in from the Coast... Phil Gerard, Universal's eastern publicity 
manager, and producer Robert Arthur back from Washington where 
they conferred with Navy on “Operation-Petticoat.”. .. Herman M. Levy, 
Theatre Owners of America’s general counsel, back from a month in 
Europe . Michael Dante set for 20th-Fox's “7 Thieves.”. . . Oscar Ho- 
molka, currently vacationing in Europe with his wife, Joan Tetzel, will 
make several appearances on the BBC-TV network before returning to 
the U.S 

U.S. State Dept. has selected Malvin Wald’s “The Boy Who Owned an 
Elephant” as an American entry for the Venice Film Festival in the 
short subjects category. 


Mato Shifts theme 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Anthony Muto, who previously 
was 20th-Fox Washirgton rep and 
D.C. editor of Fox Movietonews 
~ before being brought to Hollywood 
as a company producer, will head 
up research dept. for 20th. Post 


Illinois Allied Picks: | 

Kirsch, Meyers, Banowitz | 

Chicago, Aug. 4. 

rsch has been re-elected 
to another three-year term as 
prexy of Illinois Allied 

Annual meet of the exhib organ- 
ization picked Sam C. Meyers as 
veep and Ben Banowitz as secre- covers both theatrical and tv films. 
tary-treasurer, both for one year,!| He produced “A Nice Little Bank 
plus 15 directors, aiso for one year. ! That Should Be Robbed” last year. 


Jack Ki 


J. Jay Frank- 


i “South 





7 : EUROPE F IENORING. ‘iv Kalo Onto Resensoba’s Board: 


1.5. RECIPROGITY Promoter Quits, TV Rights Key to Row; 
Boxing's Who-Gets-What Mystery 


Attempt to establish at least a 
degree of reciprocity in the inter- 
national dubbing field is 
made by the Screen Actors Guild, 
the American Federation of Radio 
& TV Actors and Titra Dubbing 
Co., largest of the dub outfits in 
N.Y 

SAG, AFTRA and Titra reps 
have been to Washington to see 
Sen. Wayne Morse about the sit- 
uation, which has France, Italy 
and Spain free to do any dubbing 
they want for export to the U.S. 
while the respective governments 
forbid the importation of pictures 
dubbed in the States or elsewhere. 
America has no barriers against 
the importation of dubbed films 
from abroad. 

“There are more films dubbed 
into English in Paris today than in 
New York,” David Horne, v.p. and 
general manager of Titra, stated 
last week. “We want the same con- 
sideration. If we want to dub an 
American film into Italian or 
French in N.Y., we should be able 
to do so. And, if necessary, the 
reciprocity should be forced on 
these countries. 
a lot of business by not being al- 
lowed 
French, Italian or Spanish.” 


Morse Reacts 
Senator Morse told the group 
that the matter seemed to him 
“quite important” 


ate Finance Committee “particu- 
larly with reference to any action 
that the Committee may take upon 
Senate Resolution #126."" Resolu- 
tion has to do with the scoring of 
films abroad. 

Although the cost of dubbing 
abroad is considerably lower than 
it is in the U.S., Horne neverthe- 
less felt that the quality of dubbing 
in the States now is “infinitely su- 
perior” to that being done abroad 
In fact, Horne pointed out, Titra 
has re-dubbed a number of pic- 
tures that originally had been 
dubbed abroad. “The refinement 
of technique and the availability 
of talent has begun to pay off in 
superior quality here,” the Titra 
exec said 

Dubbing orders have increased 
to such an extent that Titra is ex- 
panding. It has just finished a 
third studio, spending $65,000 on 
it. Horne opined that, eventually, 
the cost of European dubbing 
would go up due to the unavaila- 

_ (Continued on page | 10) 


being | 


We definitely lose | 


to do dubbing jobs in 


and that he had | 
contacted the chairman of the Sen- |} 





SHIFTING LOEW’S CIRCUITMEN 
Shubouf To Columbus—Croft To 
indianapolis 
Managerial shifts made by John 
Murphy, exec v.p. of Loew's The- 
atres, has Sam Shubouf, manager, 
Loew's Indianapolis, moving to 
Loew's Ohio Theatre, Columbus, 
where he will succeed Walter 

Kessler, longtime incumbent. 
As previously revealed, Kessler 
will take over the reins of Loew’s 


Warfield, San Francisco, from Wil-' 


liam Elder? who becomes Loew's 
northeastern division manager 
with headquarters in Boston. Ken 
Croft, presently assistant manager 
of Shea's Buffalo, Buffalo, will 
move to Indianapolis. 


‘Tf Not Lookers, 
Good Actors Get 
Hearts Broken’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Ben Bard has resigned as head 
of 20th-Fox’s new talent training 
program, post he held for past 
three years. He either will return 
to private dramatic teaching and 


establish an acting school or ac- 
cept another position of like na- 
ture 


Bard remains at 20th for another 
six weeks before departing West- 
wood lot, and it’s understood no 
replacement from outside the stu- 
dio will be made. New talent pro- 
gram works out of the casting de 
partment, and, according to pres- 
ent plans, classes will continue 
Bard said his exit primarily is for 
economic reasons. Explaining stu- 
dio “couldn't meet a raise.” 

While talent exec had no com- 
plaints about the studio or its pro- 
gram, he did say emphasis contin- 
ues to be too heavy on good looks 
“I'm tired of breaking the hearts 
of good actors and actresses who 
simply weren't good-looking 
_enough to get contracts.” 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Milder Weather Ups Biz; ‘Murder’ in First, 


‘Story’ 


2d, ‘Hole’ 3d, ‘North’ 4th, ‘Circus’ 5th 


Several key cities covered by 
VARIETY are getting a break at the 
wiekets via the arrival of cooler 
weather. And even in the keys 
still bothered by torrid blasts, 
strong screen fare is keeping the 
exhibitors happy. An amazing 
nunJoer of b.o. hits now are avail- 
able to the bigger first-runs. 

“Anatomy of a Murder” (Col), 
second last week, is new champ 
“Nun’s Story” (WB), long high in 
ratings and first last round, is fin- 
ishing second. “Hole in Head” (UA) 
is taking third money, same as a 
week ago. 

“North by Northwest” 
fifth last stanza, is copping fourth 
place. “Big Circus” (AA) is finish- 
ing fifth. It was fourth last week. 
“Last Train From Gun Hill” (Par) 
is moving up to sixth position from 
last week's eighth spot. 

“South Seas Adventure” (Cine- 
rama) is winding up seventh, same 
as a week ago. “Porgy and Bess” 
(Col), just getting started and now 
in four key cities, is showing 
enough to get eighth money. 

“Don't Give Up Ship” (Par) is 
winding up ninth. “Five Pennies” 
(Par) will finish 10th. “Diary of 
Anne Frank” (20th) is capturing 
llth spot while “Room At Top” 
(Cont) rounds out the Top 12. 

“Gigi” (M-G), “Darby O’Gill” 
BV), “Middle of Night” (Col) and 
Pacific’ (Magna) are the 


(M-G), 


runner-up pix 

“Blue Denim” (20th). one of the 
bigger new entries, looks smash in 
N. Y. at the Victoria opening week 
“Beat Generation” (M-G) ranges 
from fair to slow in first week out 
“Holiday For Lovers” (20th), so-so 
in Toronto, shapes okay in N. Y 
and fair in Philly. 

“Private’s Affair” (20th), due In 
N. Y. shortly, is rated brisk this 
round in K.C. and fair in Cincy 
“Mummy” (U) looms good in 
Washington, D.C. “Al Capone” 
(AA) shapes good in Chi 


“Say One For Me” (20th), fine 
in K.C., is okay in both Washing- 
ton and Philly. “Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover” (Kings) looks lusty in Buf- 


falo and Philly 

“Hercules” (WB) looms good in 
Cincy and sock in L.A. and St. 
Louis. “This Earth Is Mine” (U), 
long high on the list, shapes good 
in Omaha and Washington and 


hefty in Toronto 

“Ask Any Girl” (M-G), sock in 
Omaha, looks slow in L.A. and 
Providence “Tarzan’s Greatest 
Adventure” (Par), good in Minne- 
apolis, looks nice in Detroit and 
Toronto. 

“Windjammer” (NT) shapes 


Portland. “Imitation of 
', long a champ on weekly 
lists, looks okay in 


stout in 
Life” (U 
and monthly 
Louisville 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9-10.) 


+ TelePrompter Corp. appears 
have the supplementary rights, in- 
cluding closed circuit television, 
radio and films, sewed up to the 
heavyweight championship re- 
match between Ingemar Johansson 
and Floyd Patterson “if” the fight 
takes place in September and “if 
all present contracts are valid. 

The two “ifs” are extremely sig- 
nificant because the entire rematch 
promotion is wrapped up in such 
a weiter of confusion, charges and 
counter-charges that nobody seems 
sure as to “who's who” or “what's 
what” in the intricate structure of 
the boxing business that has been 
further complicated by the scram- 
ble for the lucrative electronic 
transmission rights. 

In a surprise move last week 
that “shocked” fight promoter Bill 
Rosensohn, Irving B. Kahn, presi- 
dent of TelePrompter, was elected 
to the board of Rosensohn Enter- 
prises, Inc., the corporate promo- 
tion company. Kahn was placed on 
the board by Vincent J. Villela, 
an attorney whe owns two-thirds 
of Rosensohn’s company. Hereto- 
fore Villela had remained a silent 
partner and took no active part in 
the promotion of the initial Jo- 
hansson-Patterson fight. 

The action irked Rosensohn, a 
former executive of TelePrompter, 
because he had been at odds with 
his former boss over being shut 
out from participating in the tv- 
radio-film rights to the first fight. 
Kahn maintained that Rosensohn 
never had any reason to share in 
these rights because they had 
been assigned by Gus D'Amato, 
Patterson's manager, and Patter- 
son Enterprises to TelePrompter: 
Kahn also insisted that the same 
rights were given TelePrompter 
for the rematch at the time they 
were assigned for the original 
fight 

Uninvited Guests 

Villela, at a heated press con- 
ference Monday (3) summoned by 
Rosensohn, and which Villela and 
Kahn attended although they were 
not invited, declared that he had 
become disenchanted with Rosen- 
sohn’'s handling of the initial Jo- 
hansson-Patterson fight and that 
he had sought out Kahn to gain 
the advantage of his experience, 
particularly with reference jo the 
tv and other ancilliary rights. 


Rosensohn, who earlier had 
stated that he would control the 
supplementary rights to the re- 


match, said he found his position 
untenable since “he didn't want 
(Cc ontinued on page 10) 


Idea: Throw Picket Lines 


Around ‘John Paul Jones’ 
As Unamerican Americana 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 

Establishment of picket lines 
around theatres showing “John 
Paul Jones” is offered by Local 47, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
to Hollywood AFL Film Council, 
which is conducting drive for en- 
actment of Federal law requiring 
all theatre and television films 
made in foreign countries for ex- 
hibition in U. S. be plainly labeled 
on main screen title with country 
of origin 

John V. Tranchitella, prexy Local 
47, initiated move on _ grounds 
“Jones,” while purporting to show 
events of American history, was 


completely produced by Samuel 
Bronston in Spain, used foreign 
technicians. (Pic recently pjayed 


two week stand at Egyptian, Holly. 
wood, but has still to govinto gen- 
eral release.) 

Musicians, in further objecting to 
“Jones,” point out film was scored 
by British musicians when so many 
American tunesters need work. 
Tranchitella stressed even though 
AFM’s rival Musicians Guild of 
America is collective bargaining 
agent in major film studios here 
and may have drawn “Jones” as- 
signments, members at least would 


jhave been American musicians. 





PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 5, 1959 





L.A. Bright; ‘Hercules’ Boff $45,000 


Hills’-‘Beat’ Fair 116, ‘Porgy’ Wow 


23156, ‘North’ Sock 236, ‘Story’ 146 





Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 





First-run biz is being sparked . |Story” nice in fifth at the New . | look irlvy big at the Fox 
this session by two multiple besk-| Key City Grosses and “Darby O’Gill and the Little) This Week 94 $558,300 = “ ~ Riv 7 Up Ship” shz 
5 Ai People,” mild in second at the} (Based on 22 theatres) Don't Give p Ship” shapes 
ings which are displaying strength, | Hipp. Longrun champ is still} Last Year $552,800 | great in second sailing at the Michi- 
particularly “Hercules,” which is Estimated Total Gross ‘Room at the Top.” now in ei ___ ae o on 22 theatres) gan. “Big Circus” is smash in sec- 
ae : i 7 7 steady week at the Playhouse. “ et wae —s fod round at Palms. ‘Five Pennies 
aiming for $250,000 in 19 ozoners This Week ; $2.487.800 steady week at the 10use, = “pg ney ound 
} tor is ash $45,000 (Based on 21 cities and 229 Mobster” is fair in first at the me looms rich at Madison in second. 
gad narcieye. Sun |) Sheeteen, eibttly fast uns, © tle and same for “Three Strange “Anatomy of a Murder” is rated 
in three first-runs in -L. A. The hacia Y)- ? eli Loves,” also initial week at the} H t 326, terrific in fifth session at the 
| r iq in. " t wt “Var , lar 
other is the combo of “Angry| - coe ~ i $2,454,400 Fwe West. lr - ‘ United Artists. “North by North- 
Hills” and “Beat Generation,” with | ; (Based on 21 cities and 209 Estimates for This Week ss eth pom oe aca Do 
1 : =s —— so A ra a a | at the ams. “South Seas Adven- 
fair $11,000 in two first-runs but| theatres.) “Room 43 a meee 50-$1 pes ture” is pushing to a wow figure 
rated sirong $83,000 in 17 drive-ins m 49° (ind <a WK air | lly; y in 44th week at Music Hall 
$6,000 after $6,000 opener . . "hic Wack 
and regulz houses. ‘ 9 Cinema (Se wales 460: 90- Estimates for This Wee k 

Most holdovers also are strong, 0 e yong $1.50)—“Lady Chatterley’s Lover” | adelphia, J Aug ai Fox-Mich) (5,000: $1.25- 
wi I v and Bess” showing in- 3 Kings) (4th wk). Upped to good iia of a Murder’ 1S the $1.49'—“‘Tarzan’s Greatest Adven- 
terestir strength being socko $4.000 after $3.600 in third big a here nin ph .er * ture” (Par) and “Man Who Could 

sh gerap Be in Eg s Five West (‘Schwaber) (460; 90-| heading for a_ sensational initial Cheat Death” (Par). Big $17,000, 

$23 third Carthay ——— $1.50) — ‘~hree Strange Loves” | week at the Randolph. “Hole in| Last week, “Holiday for Lovers” 

ahead of second week. “Nun's me Janus Mild $2,500. Last week, | Head” still is big in third round at (20th) and “Here Come Jets” (20th), 

Story ooms strong $14,000 in| Tides of Passion” (Janus), $2,000.|Goldman. “Return _ of SB ly _, $12,000. 

sixth stanza at Hollywood Para- Kansas City, Aug Hippodrome (R-F) (2.300; 50- paired with ° eer Page _ cs Michigan (United Detroit) ‘4.000; 

Lighter week on tap with but |$1.25—"Darby Oil BV) (2d | Poth Eandsome returns in sight. | $!-25-$1.49—“Don't Give Up Ship” 

m10U few newcomers, and _ holdovers wk Oke $6,000 after $10,000 in, with handsor 7 See * Par) and “Undersea Girl’ (AA) 

By Northwest” looms fading. Only big newcomer. first Most other houses W ere off t is °d wk). Great $20,000. Last week 

wo 23,000 or near in second “Shake Hands with the Devil,”|_ L sittle R-F) (300; 50-$1.25)—“I — : ——— oe cae ; did $23.500 ’ 
rT aa .., looks mild opening at the Mis- bster” (20t Poor $1,200. Last | well at Viking Ise —— son on ae a 

eek Anat« N - . ° . cake we r 6 s hig i rou! t D ‘ >») (2.296: $1.25-$1.49)— 

= shapes hep $15,000 or slightly souri. Commonwealth has first week, “World, Flesh, Devil” (M-G a —s “Big Cir us” VAD 2a ' rt Swell 

ove! tifth Warner Beverly ses-| Ns “Date with Death” and “Hide- $2,000 on a $17.500 Last week, $22 500 —T 
sio! Room at Top” still is mighty °"S Sun Demon” in two drive -ins Mayfair R-} 900 50-$1 20 me Estimates for This Week bi rey Shae n ‘ane: & one 

in 12 nd at Fine Arts “ | for modest returns. Five Pen Last Train From Gun Hill” (Par) | a ladison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$1.40) 

eee eee riagwegg nies” at Paramount is only fair but | (2d wk). Oke $5,000 after $7,000 Arcadia —_ “a , ck + kK). Rj ce I = Rn Al 

Estimates for This Week “Hole in Head” in third week at | opener. Pn o Ae See eek, $65 a. Rich $19,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Al: “~~ Sam ~ather yaw >_T) 0: $1.25 ay $5.50( aS ee 3.5 oe er © =e. 

Downiowm Paramount, Holly- Midland shapes nice we peta New Wh . APP ny TO get sas Boyd SW - Cineram: 1,430 Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500; 
wood, Wiltern | (ABPT-FWC-SW) | CUrrently is about hottest of year. “Nun’s Story” (WB Sth wk). Nice $1.10-$2 6 South Seas Adven. $1-25-$1.49)—“The Tingler” (Indie), 

oa, vik j ° “/ * ¢ . Sey outn Seas a *n- 

(3,30 ; 2.344: 90-$1.50) — Estimates for This Week vO.U00 arter same ar four po oo. ture” (Cinerama) (24th wk). Sturdy | Opens today ‘Tues.). Last week, 
— ~ “ r q Sy “ yer 0 - athe <i V Sel 4) . . Shack * : - 
“Hercule WB) and “Island of| Capri (Durwood 628: $1.5 ‘ Ame ll a ” To} Pages | Bae $8.000. Last week, $7,500 ee Dri nas ae A) 
Lost Wo ’ (WB). Smash $45,-| $2.25; $2.50) — “South Pacific” *)9) ‘oom aL oP coke 9 959- 90-¢) 99) 22d “Invisible Invaders ai 
: = 14th wk 70 70 4.- National) (2,250; 90-$1.80 ; 
000. | eek, Dow ntow n Para- | (Magna) (19th wk). Steady $5.50( bs i feast if — = oH 0 after $4, i, : ee” Cama aan PA, $9.000 
mount with Hawaii, “Around! Last week, $6,000 ee cae i \_@] OF is Seople” (20th). Big $13.000 Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1.25- 
Work UA! (6th wk), $12,900 Crest, Riverside Common- ieee oe AT, rder” =o. od = “Hor: eg Fe UA) $1.50) — “North by Northwest” 
iol Some Like It Hot”) wealth) (900 cars each: 90)—‘Dat« L) PI este py an | (% 8 OO0 M-G) th w Smash $14,000. 
I I Ith) (900 h: 90)—"D ‘k). Pleasing $10,000 $15,000 | (Sth wk), $8,00( M-G) (4th wk 4,000 
(UA “Hangman” (Par) (2d wk).| with Death” (PI) and “Hideous ; Lies Bi after tet Pi os = : c Last week, $15.000 
$35 8 or] vit! Orphe Sun Demon” (PI), first-runs, wit! opene Goldman ‘Goldman 1.000: 99- sia : : — & 
$5.4 __ Wiltern with rpheum, ae oe 1¢ Bes fi t-run , Ww Town (R-F) (1,125; 50-$1.25)\— | $1.49)—“Hole In Head” (UA ad United Artists (UA) (1.667: $1.25- 
= a ge Girl M-G) a npewang . - coy 7 00 oe Beast Hole in Head” (UA) (3d wk). Fast | wk Vow $24,000. Last week, $1.50)—‘“Anatomy of a Murder” 
relea reissues), $10,300. ond-run. erg $8 100. Last week. | ¢7 000 after $9,000 in second. $28,000. Col) (5th wk). Terrifie $19,000. 

State, New Fox (UATC-FWC)| “Diary High School Bride” ‘Al . Gaiden ong. Last week, $19,200 
(2.404: 765: 90-$1.50) — “Angry | 2nd “Ghost Dragstrip Hollow” (Al Midtown roldman - é ‘ ; d 
Hil M-G “Beat Genera-| Plus “Hangman” (Par), $13,000 + 9 $1.10-$2 ‘John Paul Jone Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1,208; 
hs mu? ang Zest Genera- = es 54: 90-$1 25 WB) (2d wk). Mild $7,000. Last $1.44-$2.65\—“South Seas Adven- 
tion G). Fair $11,000. Last Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 90-$1.25 veek. $8.500 ture” (Cinerama) (44th wk). Sen 
week ate with El Rey, Loyola,|—‘‘Love Is_ Profession” (‘Kings 9 ee al : 9959: 94- Sational $19,400 I st rek $18 - 

South Pacific’ (20th) (5th wk),| (7th wk). Oke $1,400. Last week ae he Gol wy — sooo 800. a _ _—e i 
$16,000. New Fox, “Earth is Mine” | $1,500. $1.60)— Anatomy . uroer be ‘ 
al Pork Chop Hill” (UA) (repeat Isis, Fairway (Fox Midwest 7 ei ‘Col). Giant $32 _—. I = ™ ek Trans-Lux Krim rans-Lux) 
(3d' wk), $2,700 360; 700; 75-90)—"Rebel Set” (AA m “di I l — OU ee ee ak eee 

Hillstreet, Hawaii, Uptown (Met-| and “Speed Crazy” (AA). Fait | $9,000. : i Ao ight - (3d wk). Steady $7,000. 
ropolitan-G&S-FWC) (2,752; 1,106; | $6.500. Last week, subsequents Cini ‘some | Stanley (SW 2,900 99-$1 8 — Last week, same 

715. Ofc] 5 poe ys mp . aa ake _ oe “s ay For Lovers” (20th lug  —_ 

7] 90-$1.50!— “Reform School| Midland (Loew) (3,500; 90-$1.25 Thanks to a pair ~~ ‘orem ae eeeay LA. . Bs iat , C . A 
Girl | and “Dragstri Girl’ —Hol : Head” l 0 oat entries. biz contin s big a he gish $12.00 sas eek, ~ ul 

\ ant gstrip ir ole in Heac A) (3d wh ri iz itinues big at the | Biocsings” (M-G) (2d wk), $7,000. $ k 6 ’ 
tAl). J $7,600 or close. Last | Pleasing $7,000 or near. Last week, downtown first-runs this week. ow epee os a. ac et - a Fancy 
weel treet, “H-Man” (Col), | $9,000. Ask Any Girl,” given topnotch — “a o—— at ‘ »¢ 
*Wo vater” (Col) (2d wk),| yj rc 9 5on. Tae promotion, is sock at the State | “Last Train From Gun Hu ar ° 

“ih A', Missour (RKO) 25 85 7 5-$1 - 4 I ( a 1e State 3 a ; = 
$3,900. Uptown with Los Angeles, “shake Hands with the Devil” UA) | While “Hole in Head” is big at the | (2d wk), Okay $13,000. Last week lory - 
Iri Sleeping Beauty” ‘BV? (Ist! and “Invisible Invaders’ (UA), | Omaha. Both seem certain to hold $18,000 $97 ‘ 

Ei release), “Wild and Innocent” | yijjq $6000. Last week. “Nun's | Second stanza of “This Earth Is| Studio (Goldberg) (483; 94-$1.80 rth’ &, J 
U', $17,300 Story” (WB) (4th wk). $4.000 line’ looks good at Orpheum. |—“Room At Top” (Cont) ‘oth wk Wa PE i Aug 

Egyptian (UATC) (1,392; $1.25- . IP) ( ne_e1)__| South Pacific’ shapes strong in| Dandy $6,500. Last week, $7,500 No excit nt is e 
$2 North by Northwest” (M-G) | « Paramount (UF 1,900; = $1) _| 4lst hard-ticket semester at the} . Pz. 500: 99-$1.8U wer ae eres ut here thi round 
“= Wham @9 t" (M-G) | “Five Pennies” (Par) (2d wk). Fair psa | Trans-Lux ye By = as holdovers, some now fading, 
sone We bos gl $23,000 or close.! ¢4 900 in 5 days. Last week, $7.500 a — —“Middle of Night” (Col) (4th \ kK). monopolize the mainstem picture, 
Last week, $25.200 Sen Geen Gen Midwest Estimates for This Week Good $5,300. Last week, $7,000 Among the openers, “Have Rocket. 

Los Angeles, Iris FWC) (2.017: (1.900 1.217: 75-$1)—“Private’s A f- Cooper Cooper) 708 $1.50- | Viking (Sley 1,000; 75-$1.80)— Will Travel” coupled with Legend 
£25 $1.50\—“Sleeping Beauty’’| fair” (20th) (2d wk). Bright $7.000, $2.20) — “South Pacific” (Magna) “Darby O'Gill” (BV) (3d wk). Hep of Tom Dooley” shapes nice at 

3V) and ild an nnocent” ( “ : + Pla; = 4ist wk). Rated nice $7,000. Last e . Last week, $8.50 Columbia. “Mummy” and “Curse 
(B\ “Wild dl U)| Last week, $7,000 at Plaza only $8,000. Last $8 ol : “M 
(ed | Good $8,500. Rockhill (Little Art Theatres) week, $7,500 | World (Pathe) (499: 90-$1.49)—| of Undead” are making things 

Orpheum (Metropolitan) (2,213;! (750; 65-90)—“Ballet Romeo and| Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 75-$1) “Lady Chatterly’s Lover (Indie) !00k up at the Town. “Anatomy of 
§0-$1.50)—"Ask Any Girl” (M-G)| Juliet” (Indie). Medium $1.500.|—‘“Hole in Head” (UA). Dandy (2d wk), Fast $6,500. Last week, Murder” is still the brightest hold- 
and “Mating Game” (M-G) (2d wk).! Last week, “Forbidden Fruit” (In- $9,000 or near. Last week, “Big | $8,000. “Nu Fag menu aw team iff :— 
Slight $3,000. die), $1,000. Circus” (AA) (2d wk), $4,500 Nun's Story aiso stays bof in 

Pantages, Downtown ‘(RKO-SW)| Roxy (Durwood) (800; $1-$1.50 Orpheum (Tristates) (2,877; 75- two houses. “South Seas Adven- 
28 1.757: 90-$1.75) — “Last|—‘Say One For Me” (20th 6th | $1)—“This Earth Is Mine” (U) (2d ‘MURDER’ BANGUP 11G —s - W — figures to pick up 
Train from Gun Hill’ (Par) and| wk). Nice $4,500. Last week. wk Shapes good $6,500. Last | a cng pan stanza under im- 
“Man Who Could Cheat Death” | $5,500. { week, $9,500. IN PORT. ‘CIRCUS’ 7¢ petus of windup period 
(Par 3d wk). Slim $7,300. Last ak — ee - = P — ae (743; , y Tt * Estimates for This Week 
week, $10,600 75-$1)—"Bi ircus” (AA) (3d w ny Girl” -G). Smash $7,500 or ‘ ~. g ‘ — 

Carthay (FWC) (1,138; $1.75- Steady $5, 000 or close. Last week, | close. Last week, ‘ Watusi” (M-G), Main Pte me mF re “ rag ted J Ambassaies-Metropetiion “ = 
$3.50/—" Porgy and Bess” (Col) (3d including Granada, _ $9. 000. $4,500. ___| new product ‘but excessir e heat Story’ (WB) a "Gr hy 

— a ————___— -——-— — 7 ‘ 7 . F / < ’ sre i. 
po a Boffo $23,500. Last week, | near degrees rs? rg Pe 006. Last week, $32,000 
$22,400 around. “Anatomy of a Murder” . oe ane ie iid, 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2.296; 90- shapes socko at the Fox but “Big | _ {7p ee un Mlle 
$1.50)—“Five Pennies” (Par) (5th | D S. out; ‘Ho e eroo Circus” is barely fine at Orpheum. (Par) s 0 el , _ 7 a 
wk). Good $5,200. Last week And “Darby O’Gill and Little Peo- A+ ee as 
$5.400 il ; ‘| ple” is just good at Paramount week, “Say One for Me” (20th) (3d 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; $2- “Windjammer” still is sturdy in wk), okay $10,000. 


$2.40) — “Anatomy of Murder” 
(Col) (5th wk). Hep $15,000 or a} 
bit over. Last week, $12,600. | 


Hollywood Paramount (Elect) 





(1,468; $1.40-$2.40)\—“Nun’s Story” 
(WB) ‘€th wk). Strong $14,000 or'| 
close. Last week, $14,300. | 


Four Star ‘UATC) (868; 90-$2)— 
“Middle of Night” (Col) (6th wk). 
Thin $2,300. Last week, $2,200. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,408; $2-$2.40) | 
—‘“Darby O’Gill” (BV) (6th wk). | 
Mild $3,000. Last week, $8,200. | 

El Rey, Loyola (‘FWC) (861; 
1,298; $1.50-$2) — “South Pacific” | 
(20th) ‘6th wk). Good $10,000. | 

Fox Beverly (FWC) (1,150; $1 49- | 
$2' — “Hole in Head” (UA) (7th| 
wk Sock $14,500. Last week, | 
$9,700 
Fine Arts ‘FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
—'‘Room at Top” (Cont) (12th wk). 
Wow $8,000. Last week, $7,300. | 

Warner Hollywood (SW- Cine- | 
rama) (1,389; $1.20-$2.65)—“South | 
Seas Adventure’ (Cinerama). 
Started 


big $19,700 last week. 


45th week Sunday (2) on 














‘Murder’ Fat $10,000 In 
Balto; ‘Hole’ Hefty 76, 
‘Story’ Tall 66, 5th 


Baltimore, Aug. 4. 
Holdovers are in the lead here 
currently with results from fair to 
good. Best of the pack are ‘‘Anat- 
omy of a Murder,” fine in second 
at Stanley; “Hole in the Head,” 
fast in third at the Town; “Nun’s 





‘North’ Great 96, ‘Circus’ NSH 0G 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 
With holdovers still holding up 


| well, fresh entries are conspicuous | 


by their absence. However, the 
lone important newcomer, “Hole in 
Head,” stacks up wow at Acadamy 
It’s the sixth prosperous stanza for 
hard-ticket “South Seas Adven- 
ture” at Century, the fifth for an- 
other boxoffice winner, “Nun's | 
Story.” Third round of “North By 
Northwest” still is great. “Big Cir- 
|cus” is disappointing, being mild 
in second State week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Academy (Mann) (947; $1-$1.25 


—“Hole in Head” (UA). Praises | 
| galore for this one. Wow $11,000. | 
looms. Last week, “Darby O’Gill” | 
(BV) (2d wk), $4,000. 


Century (SW-Cinerama) (1,15¢ 
$1. 75-$2. 65) — “South Sea Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) ae wk). Great 
$23,000. Last week, $24,000 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; $1 
“North By Northwest” (M-G) (3d 


|wk). Still great at $9,000. Last | 
week, $10,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; $1-$1.45)— 
“Nun’s Story” (WB) (5th wk). Big 
$6,000. Last week, $6,500. 


RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 85- 
$1)—"Five Pennies” (Par) (2d wk). 
Slow $6,000. Last week, $9,000. 

RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 75-90)— 
“Tarzan’s Greatest Adventure” 
(Par) and “Man Who Could Cheat 
| Death” (Par). Good $5,000. Last 
week, “H-Man” (Col) and “Woman 
Fater” (Col), $4,800. 

State (Par) (2,200; 90-$1)—“Big 
Circus” (AA) (2d wk). Has been a 
disappointment here. Mild $6,000. 
Last week, $7,500. 


Suburban World (Mann) (800; 
85)\—"“Auntie Mame” (WB) (3d)} 
run). Solid $2,000. Last ‘week, 


“Room at Top’ 
1700 in 9 days. 


(Cont) (2d wk), $2,- 


World (Mann) (400; 85-$1:25)— 
“Love Is Profession” (Kings) (6th 
wk Virile $4,000. Last week, 
$5,000, 


Tarzan’ Good $17,000, Det.; Ship’ Big 
206, ‘Circus’ 18G, ‘North Brisk 146 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 








+ Detroit, Aug. 4. 


| Another fine week is in prospect 
for downtown deluxers despite the 
| fact there are only two newcomers, 
Adventure” 


|“Tarzan’s Greatest 








13th session at the Hollywood. 
Estimates for This Weck 


By nef (Parker) (1,890; $1- 
50)\—“Beat Generation” ‘(M-G) 
| snd “Angry Hills’ (M-G). Slow 


$5,000. Last week, “Bend of River” 
(U) and “World In His Arms” (U) 
(reissues), $4,300. 

_ Col). 
Last week, 


“Anatomy of Murder” 
Sock $11,000 or over 





1 
| week, $6,200 


Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
and 
(AA). 


| $1.49) — “Big Circus” (AA) 
\“King of Wild Stallions” 
| Fine $7, 000 or a bit over 
week, “Diary of Anne 
| (20th) (2d wk), $6,200. 


Last 


| Paramount Port-Par) (3,400; $1- 
and 

Good $8,000 or near. 
“Last Train From Gun 
“Young | 


| $1.50)—“Darby 
“Sabu” (AA) 
Last week, 
Hill” (Par) and 

| (Par) (2d wk), $5,100. 


O’Gill” (BV) 


Fox (Evergreen) ‘1,536; $1-$1.49) 


| “H-Man” (Col) and “Woman Eater” 


(Col), $5,800. 

Hollywood (Evergreen) (1,200; 
$1.49-$1.75)—‘Windjammer” (NT) 
(13th wk). Sturdy $6,000. Last 


Frank” 


Columbia (Loew) (904: 90-$1.25) 
—"‘Have Rocket, Will T el” (Col) 
and “Legend of Tom De uiey” (Col). 
Looks sock $12,000 or near. Last 


week, “Day of Outlaw’ (UA) (2d 
wk), $6,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.850; 90-$1.49) 
—‘Horse Solders” (UA) (6th wk). 
Tidy $8,000, holds. Last week, 
$11,000. 


MacArthur (K-B) (900; $1.10)— 


“Room at Top” (Cont) (4th wk). 
Still big at $4,000. Last week, 
| $4,800. 

Ontario (K-B) (1.240; 90-$1.49)— 
“Five Pennies” (Par) (4th wk). 


Good $6,000. Last week, $7,000. 
Palace (Loew) (2,390; 90-$1.25)— 


“This Earth is Mine” (20th) (3d 
wk). Okay $9,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 

Plaza (T-L) (276; 90-$1.49)— 
“Love is My Profession” (Kings) 
(10th wk). Oke $1,900 in 5 days. 
Last week, $2,500. 

Town (Indie) (600; 90-$1.25)— 


“The Mummy” (U) and “Curse of 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Big Longruns Boost Chi; ‘Circus Ace 
Newie, Socko $36,000, ‘Murder’ Bott 


‘ ’ | First-run biz here continues to | 
shape big despite the continuing 
’ ’ 0 a ’ steel strike. Newcomer “Big nar | 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Solid longruns centinue to pump 
vigor into downtown biz, with 
pleasant (but not hot) weather ex- 
pected helping trade this round. 
Top newcomer is State-Lake’s “Big 
Circus,” at a smash $36,000. 

Roosevelt's “Last Train from 
Gun Hill” shapes good in third and 
windup stanza “Diary 
Frank” looks hotsy on continuous- 
run at Surf in third. “Anatomy of 
a Murder” is pulling socko fourth 
frame coin at the Woods. 

“North by Northwest” rated 
smash in United Artists fifth week, 
“Nun's Story” is bright in fifth at 
the Chicago. “Hole in Head” looks 
torrid in Oriental seventh frame. 
Carnegie’s “Room at Top” is hep 
in fourth stanza 

“Five Pennies” 
fifth Esquire round while Garrick’s 
“Darby O’Gill” is taking good coin 
for same session. The 13th (wind- 
up) week of “Al Capone” looks fine 
at Todd’s Cinestage. “Gigi” is socko 
again in 23d frame at the Loop 

On hard ticket, McVickers’ sec- 


ond week of “Porgy and Bess” is | 
45th frame) 


shaping terrific while 
of Palace’ “South Seas Adventure” 
was great again 

“Hercules” first week in 85 Chi 
and outlying houses is heading for 
wham biz at around $900,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carnegie ‘(Telem’t) (485; $1.50)— 


“Room at Top” (Cont) (4th wk). 
Hep $5,700. Last week, $4,900. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.80) 
-- Nun's Story” (WB) (5th wk). 
Trim $25,000. Last week, $33,000. 
Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,350; 
$1.25-$1.80)\—"Five Pennies” (Par) 
(5th wk). Nice $10,500. Last week, 


$12,000 
Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Darby O’Gill” (BV) (5th wk). Okay 
$9,000. Last week, $10,000 
Loop ‘Telem't) (606; 90-$1.80 
“Gigi” (M-G) (23d wk). Sock $11,- 
000. Last week, $12,000. 


MeVickers (JL&S) (1,305; $1.80- 
$3.50) “Porgy and Bess” (Col) 
(2d wk Excellent $28,500. Preem 


week was $31,500 for 11 shows. 
Monroe (Jovan) (1,000; 65-90) — 
“Born Reckless” (WB) and “Dan- 
serous Youth” (WB). Fine $5,000 
Last week, “Young Land” (Col) and 
“Juke Box Rhythm Racket” (Col), 


$4,900 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 90-$1.80) 
—“Hole in Head” (UA) (7th wk} 
stout $22,500. Last week, $25,000 


Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,434; 
(Continued on page 10) 


‘Affair’ Fairish $6,000, 
Cincy; ‘Murder’ Mighty 
256, ‘Horse’ 86 in 2d 


Cincinnati, Aug. 4. 

Cincy film biz is racking up an- 
other midsummer bonanza current- 
ly on strong holdovers and extend- 
ed-runs. “Anatomy of a Murder” 
in second week of simultaneous 
showings at Keith’s and Twin 
Drive-In retains front rank with 
socko pace. “Hercules” looms good 
in third round at Palace. “Nun's 
Story” continues swell in_ fifth 





,% 





of ° Anne | 


is rated fine in| 


bs 


| 


‘Hercules’ Stout 18G, 
| St. Loo; ‘North’ 17G, 2d 


St. Louis, Aug. 4. 
Plenty of strength is being dis- 
played this week by lone new pic, 
“Hercules,” looming big at the 
Fox. “Hole in Head” in third week 
}at Orpheum shapes great. “North 
by Northwest” looks wow in second 
week at Loew's while “Anatomy of 
Murcer” is big in second at the 
| St. Louis. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo Art (Grace) (700; 90- 
| $1.25\—“Orders to Kill” (Indie 
Okay $3,000. Last week, “Forbid- 
den Fruit” (Indie) (2d wk), $2,000 

Fox (Arthur) (5,000; 60-90) — 
“Hercules” (WB). Big $18,000. Last 
week, “Don't Give Up Ship” (Par) 
and “Hangman” (Par) (2d wk), 
$14,000 

Loew's (Loew) (3,600; 60-90) — 
| “North by Northwest” (M-G) (2d 
| wk). Wow $17,000 or near. Last 
| week, $20,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (1,900; 60-90)— 


“Hole in Head” (UA) (3d wk). Big 

$12,000. Last week, $15,000. 
Pageant (Arthur) (1,000; 50- 

$1.75) — “Sleeping Beauty” (BV 


(8th wk). Good $7,000. Last week, 
$7,500 

St. Louis (Arthur) (3,800: 69-90) 
—“Anatomy of a Murder” (Col 
(2d wk). Big $17,000. Last week, 
$20,000. 

Shady Oak (Arthur) (760; 60-90) 
— “Gigi” (M-G) (16th wk), good 
$2,500. Last week, $2,600. 





‘North’ Pacing Frisco, 
| Great 236; ‘Ship’ Socko 


_| 216, Train’ Fancy 186 


San Francisco, Aug. 4 
| First-runs continue potent here 
i this stanza, with some new product 
helping over-all total. “North by 
Northwest” is getting top coin 
among new entrants with a great 
take at the Warfield while “Don't 
Give Up Ship” is just a step be- 
hind with a socko total at Golden 
Gate. “Last Train From Gun Hill” 
is rated dandy in opening week at 
| Paramount. 

“Hole in Head” shapes smash in 
second stanza at the United Artists. 
| “Porgy and Bess” is pushing ahead 
of first week to land a big take at 


Coronet. “Nun's Story” continues 
excellent in fifth round at St. 
Francis. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 
| $1.25) — “Don't Give Up Ship” 
(Par) and “Hangman” (Par). Socko 
$21,600 or a bit over. Last week, 
“Five Pennies” (Par) and “Floods 
|} Of Fear” (U) (2d wk), $11,000. 
| Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“Diary Of Anne Frank” (20th) (2d 
| wk). Okay $11,500 after $15,000 
|} opening week. 
| Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) 
| (Continued on page 10) 


} 
| 
| 


‘North’ Giant $18,000, 





‘Murder’ Boff 146, Pitt; 
‘Circus’ Hep 156, ‘Hole’ 
Hotsy 146, ‘Story’ 126 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4 





cus” is leading the city by a nar- 


New Pix Bolster B’way; Denim’ Sock 
39146, Train’ OK 376, ‘Hole’ Great 
516, 3d, ‘Murder’ Wham $52,400, 5th 





row margin at the Stanley with <4 
hefty take. “Anatomy of a Mur- . ” 
der” at the Harris still is smash in ‘Ship’ Smash $17,000, 
second. “Hole in Head” at the Penn 9 
looks big. “Nun’s. Story” at the | Buff ; ‘Murder 10G, 4th 
Warner still is sock in fifth, ““Mid- Buffalo, Aug. 4 
dle of Night” is boffo at the Squir- Film trade is simmering here 
rel Hill. currently, with bulk of strength 
, coming from holdovers. A major 
Estimates for This Week |newcomer, “Don't Give Up Ship,” 
Fulton (Shea) (1,635; 85-$1.50)— | looks socko at Paramount. 


wk). Sad $3,500. Last week, $4,000.| at the Buffalo. “Nun's Story,” 
Harris (Harris) (2,100; $1-$1.50) | “Anatomy of a Murder” and “Hole 
—“Anatomy of a Murder” (Col).|in Head” shapes very satisfactory 


But | 
“Holiday For Lovers” (20th) (2d | “Beat Generation” looms only mild | 


| Still smash 
$16,000. 


Penn (UATC) (3,300; $1-$1.50)— | 


“Hole in Head” (UA) (3d wk). Boff 
$14,000. Last week, $16,000. 
Squirrel Hill (SW) (824; $1.25)— 


“Middle of Night” (Col). Sock $4,- | 


800. Last week, “Love Is My Pro- 
fession” (Kings), $1,950. 


Stanley (SW) (3,700; 85-$1.50)— | 


“Big Circus” (AA). Hefty $15,000 
or near. Last week, “Last Train 
from Gun Hill” (Par), $7,000. 

Warner (SW) (1,500; $1-$1.50)— 
“Nun’s Story” (WB) (5th wk). Still 
great at $12,000 after $14,000 in 
fourth stanza. Will stay on until 
Aug. 11 when it must come out for 
“Five Pennies” (Par). 


Tarzan Fine 356, 
Tronto; Ship 116 


Toronto, Aug. 4. 

Of current newcomers “Tarzan’s 
Greatest Adventure” is rated hefty 
in 10-house tieup. “Holiday for 
Lovers” is only so-so at the Rank 
Cariton. “Pork Chop Hill” and 
“The 39 Steps” are lusty in second 
stanzas. “This Earth Is Mine.” in 
fourth frame, and “Room at Top” 
in 10th stanza are in like category. 
“Diary of Anne Frank” is still very 
good in seventh frame at the Holly- 
wood. 


Estimates for This Week 





Carlton (Rank) (2.518: 75-$1.25) |Sure shots for bumper grosses. ( 
—*Holidey for Lovers” ame So- | “Story” looks to be held down only | —“Last 


‘ 


$14,000. Last week, | on h.o. 


Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 70-$1)— 
“Beat Generation” (M-G) and “Big 
| Operator” (M-G). Mild $8,000. Last 
week, “Day of Outlaw” (UA) and 
| “Riot Juvenile Prison” (UA), ditto. 

Center (AB-PT) (3,000; 70-$1)— 
“Nun’s Story” (WB) (4th wk). Big 
$7,500. Last week, $9,000. 

Century (UATC) (2.700; 70-$1.25) 
—“Anatomy of a Murder” (Col) 
(4th wk). Great $10,000. Last week, 
| $10,500. 
| Lafayette (Basil) (3.000; 60-$1)— 
“Big Circus” (AA) and “Rawhide 


| Trail” (AA) (2d wk). Fine $8,500. | 


| Last week, $13,000. 

| Paramount (‘AB-PT) (3,000; 70- 
| $1)—“Don't Give Up Ship” (Par) 
j}and “Gunsmoke In Tucson” (Par). 


weather over the past weekend and 
some new product will help bolster 
business at Broadway deluxers this 
session. Actually the cooler weath- 
}er arrived too late Saturday night 
to help trade, but many Broadway 
first-runs anyway enjoyed one of 
their biggest Saturday night biz in 
some time. 

“Blue Denim” looks to hit a 
socko $39,500 opening stanza at 
the Victoria. “Last Train From 
Gun Hill,” the other big newie, 
shapes only okay $37,000 for first 
round at the Capitol. 
| Despite being in seventh (final) 
week, “Nun's Story” plus stage- 
show is heading for good $132,000 
at the Music Hall. “North by 
Northwest” and new stageshow re- 
places tomorrow (Thurs.). “Big 
Circus” and stageshow is heading 
for good $54,000 in current (3d) 
stanza at the Roxy. 

“Holiday For Lovers” looks to 
hold with okay $23,000 in second 
week at the Paramount. “Porgy 
and Bess” held at capacity $37,000 
in fourth round at the Warner. 

“Hole in Head” finished its third 
session at the State with a great 
$51000. “Anatomy of a Murder” 
| looks like smash $35,000 in present 
(5th) stanza at the Criterion and is 


* Relief from long stretch of torrid 
| 


Socko $17,000. Last week, “Last | heading for boff $17,400 at Plaza 
Train from Gun a and | where day-dating 

“Hidden Homicide” (Indie), $9,800. “Horse Soldiers” looks to hold 
| Teck (Loew) (1,200; 70-$1.25)— at nice $20,800 in sixth round at 
|“Hole in Head” (UA) (2d wk).| the Astor. “Diary of Anne Frank” 
| Smash $8,000 or near. Last week,| wound 20th week at the Palace 
$10,000. |with fancy $14,800. “Middle of 


Cinema (Martina) (450; 70-$1)— 
“Lady Chatterly’s Lover” (Indie). 
| Lively $3,500. Last week, “This 
| Earth is Mine” (U) (3d wk), $2,000. 


‘Story’ Sockeroo $13,000, 
L’ville; ‘Circus’ Bangup 








Louisville, Aug. 4. 
| Main stem pix biz is lively this 
| week. 
| “Big Cireus” at Rialto and “Nun's 
| Story” at the Mary Anderson, are 


by the house capacity and length 


126, ‘Murder’ 76, 4th 


Couple of big new ones, } 


so $10,000. Last week, “The Egyp- | “naman at 6 We 


Night” was solid $11,500 in seventh 
session at the Forum and $7,700 
at the Trans-Lux 52d Street where 
day-dating. 

|_ “The Fisherman” opens at the 
Rivoli today (Wed.) on upped- 
|scale, reserved-seat engagement 
| after “John Paul Jones” dipped to 
| very thin takings in fifth to seve 
enth weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 


| Astor (City Inv.) (1,094; 75-$2)— 
“Horse Soldiers’ (UA) (6th wk). 
Current week winding tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is heading for nice $20,- 
800. Fifth was $24,000. Stays. 
Capitol ‘Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
Train From Gun Hill” 
(Par) (2d wk). First session fin- 
| ished last night (Tues.) was okay 


7 


! 


4 


tian” (20th) and “David and Bath- | of the film. 
sheba” (20th) (reissues), $9,000. 
Century, Downtown, Glendale, 
Kingsway, Midtown, Oakwood, 
Odeon, Prince of Wales, Scarbor- 
ough, State (Taylor) (1,338; 1,059; 
995; 697; 1,089; 1,393; 752; 1,200; 
684; 694; 50-75)—‘‘Tarzan’s Great- 
est Adventure” (Par) and “The 
Hangman” (Par). Hefty $35,000. 
| Last week, “Hercules” (WB) (2d 
wk), in four houses with 9,901 
seating capacity, $17,000. 

Eglinton, Palace, Runnymede, 
University (FP) (1,080; 1,485; 1,- 
385; 1,556; 50-$1)—“Don’t Give Up 
Ship” (Par) (2d wk). NSG $11,000. 
Last week, $19,000. 

Hollywood (FP) (1.080; $1-$1.25) 
—“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) 
(7th wk). Still very good at $8,500. 
Last week, $10,500. 

Hyland (Rank) (1.037; $1)—“39 


Steps” (Rank) (2d wk). Hefty $8,- | 


| 500. Last week, $10,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,343; $1-$1.25) 
— ‘Five Pennies” (Par) (5th wk) 
Tapering to oke $7,000. Last week, 


| der” is okay at the United Artists $37,000. In ahead, “Five Pennies” 
despite being in fourth round. (Par) (6th wk-6 days), $16,000. — 

Estimates for This Week Criterion {Moss) (1,671; 90-$2.40) 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200;/_ «anatomy of a Murder” (Col) 

| 60-90) — “Love Is__ Profession” | (5th wk). This round ending today 

| (Kings) (6th wk). Moderate $4,000|(weq) looks like smash $35,000. 


io oe week after fifth week’s | Fourth was $39,500. Stays. 
oe oo ) : 95-|, Palace (RKO) (1,642; 90-$2) — 
FB ang SR of 7 ba | “Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) (21st 


(14th wk). Still okay at $4,000 on| Wk). The 20th stanza finished last 


-_* . *s|might (Tues.) held at big $14,800. 
oe run after 13th week's |The 19th week, $15,000 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000;| Forum (Moss) (813; 90-$1.80) — 


|75-$1) — “Nun's Story” (WB). | “Middle of Night” (Col) (8th wk). 
| Opened big and had to turn away | Seventh frame ended last night 
|some 1,200 Saturday (1) night be-| (Tues.) was solid $11,500. Sixth 
|eause of lengthy pic and small | was $12,000. Stays on with “Look 
| capacity. Wow $13,006 or some) Back in Anger” (WB) due in next, 
| better. Last week, “Verboten”| but date not set. 

| (Col) and “Face of Fugitive” (Col), | Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
| $4,500. , ; | $2)—“Holiday For Lovers” (Par) 
| Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000; 69-| (94 wk). Initial holdover session 
90) — “Big Circus” (AA). Fancy | ending tomorrow (Thurs.) looks 
$2.00 or near Lat week Steep lke kay $2 bn Firs week, 882 
linet st peguier scale 66,000. tee Stays until middle of August. 


| United Artists (UA) (3,000: 75- Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


|fellers) (6,200; 90-$2.75)—"Nun’s 


downtown week. “Horse Soldiers” | 
looks okay in second week at} 
Albee. Only new bill currently is 
“Private’s Affair,” fairish at Denver, Aug. 4. 

Wiethe’s suburban Valley. Hard! Top grosser this stanza is the 
ticket “South Seas Adventure” is| Orpheum with “North By North- 
in line for third straight advance | west,” and smash week. Also great | 


Denver; ‘Murder’ 156 


| $1.25) — “Anatomy of a Murder” 


$9,000. 
| (Col) (4th wk). Slackening to okay 


International (Taylor) (557; $1)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (53d wk). Steady $3,- 
500. Last week, same. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,075; 75-$1.25)— 
“Pork Chop Hill” (UA) (2d wk). 


over hopes. 





$7,000 after three week's $8,500, | 


in 40th week at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)--- 
“Horse Soldiers” (UA) (2d wk). 
Oxay $8.000 after $12,500 bow. 

Capitol (SW -Cinerama) (1,376; 
$1.20-$2.65)—“‘South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (40th wk). Hotsy 
$20,000 being helped by extra 
shows. Last week, $19,500. 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 90-$1.50)—| 
(WB) (m.o.) (2d wk). | 


“Nun’s Story” 

Swell $7,000. Last week, $8,500 

Holds for sixth downtown week. 
Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 90-$1.25)-— 


wk). Great $12,000 trailing $15,000 
preem. Holds. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.25)-— 
“Hercules” (WB) (3d wk). Good 
$8.500. Stays on. Last week, $12,- 
000 


Twin Drive-In (Shor) (1,600 cars; 
90-$1.25) — “Anatomy of Murder” 
(Col) (2d wk). Still tall at $13,000. 
Last week. $16,000. 

Valley (Wiethe) (1.200; $1-$1.50) 
—*Private’s Affair” (20th). Fairish 
$6,000 or near. Last week, “Five 
Pennies” (Par) (4th wk), $5,200. 


| and likely to set a record is “Anat- 
| omy of a Murder,” at the Denver 
| Both will hold. “South Pacific” and 
|“Hole in Head” are doing will as 
holdovers. 


| 
Estimates for This Week 


| Aladdin (Fox) (1,324; 90-$1.80)— | 


|“South Pacific’ (20th) {7th wk). 
| Okay $3,500. Last week, $4,500. 

Centre (Fox) (1,270;°$1-$1.45) — 
“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) (2d 
wk). Big $10,000. Last week, 
eo 


Denham (Indie) (1,584; 75-$1.25) | 
“Anatomy of Murder” (Col) (2d|— “Last Train From Gun Hill” } 


(Par) (3d wk). Fair $5,500. Last 
week, $7,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,432; 75-$1.25)— 
“Anatomy of a Murder” (Col). 
Socko $15,000. Last week, “Nun's 
Story” (WB), (3d wk), $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,690; 75-$1)— 
“North By Northwest” (M-G). Great 
$18,000 or near. Last week, ‘Darby 
O'’Gill” (BV) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Paramourt (indie) (2,100; 75- 
$1.25)—“Hole in Head” (UA) (3d 
wk). Smash $10,500. Last week, 
$14,000. 





Fine $9,500. Last week, $13,500. 

Tivoli (FP* (995; $1.75-$2.40)— 
“South Pacific” (Magna) (56th wk). 
Final week sees great upsurge to 
$10,500. Last week, $9,500. 

Towne (Taylor) (695; 75-$1.25)— 
“Room at Top” (Cont) (10th wk). 
Strong $6,500. Last week, $7,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2.745; 75-$1.25) 
-—— “This Earth Is Mine” (U) (4th 
wk). Continuing hefty at $8,000. 
Last week, $9,500. 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; Le., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
maaege the U. S. amusement 
ax. 





TRAIN’ POTENT 736, 


Providence, Aug. 4. 


town and shapes nicely. Big coin, 





|“Hole In Head” in second week. 
| Majestic is also happy with third 
|}round of Nun’s Story.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80)— 
“Last Train From Gun Hill” (Par) 
and “Lost Missile” (UA). Good $7,- 
500. Last week, “Darby O'’Gill” 
(BV) and “King Wild Stallions” 
(AA) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Majestic (SW) (2,200; 65-80)— 


$5,000. Second week, $7,000. . 

State (Loew) (3,200; 65-80)— 
“Hole In Head” (UA) (2d wk). Sock 
$12,000 shapes. First was $16,000. 

Strand (National Realty) (2 200; 
65-80) — “Ask Any Girl” (M-G) 
“Gun Fight at Dodge City” (UA) 
(2d wk). Slow $3,000. First was 
$4,000. 





PROV.; ‘HOLE’ BIG 126 


“Last Train From Gun Hill” at) 
RKO Albee is the only new pic in| 
|to thin $4,500 
however, is going to the State with | “Fisherman” is in on reserved-seat 
| policy, with three matinees weekly. 
| “Big Circus” (AA) and stageshow 
| (3d wk). 


| Third session finished last night 


“Nun's Story” (WB) (3d wk). Oke | haha great $51,000. Second 


| Story” (WB) with stageshow (7th- 
final wk). This session ending to- 
day (Wed.) looks like good $132,- 
000. Sixth week, $136,000, mighty 
fine for a sixth week in the sum- 
mer. “North by Northwest” (M-G) 
| with new stageshow opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Rivoli (UAT) (1.545; $1.25-$3.50) 
—“The Fisherman” (BV). Opens 
today (Wed.). Last week, “John 
Paul Jones” (WB) (7th wk), down 
at 90-$1.25 scale 


Roxy (Indie) (5,705; 90-$2.50) — 


tomor- 
or good 


This week endin 
row (Thurs.) is heading 


| $54,000. Second week, $62,000, over 


hopes. 


State (Loew) 
“Hole in Head” 


(1,900; 90-$2) — 
(UA) (4th wk). 


was J ‘ 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,003; 50- 
$2)—"Blue Denim” (20th). Initial 


round ending today (Wed.) looks to 
hit smash $39,500. Last week, “10 
Seconds To Hell” 
$7,000. 

Warner (SW Cinerama) (1,461; 


(UA) (2d wk), 
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Heat Hits Hub Albeit ‘Devil’ Good 
$74,000, Rocket’ Hot 126, ‘Train’ 156 


Boston Aug. 4 


Heat continues to keep the Hub}, 
sweltering, with temperatures in 
the 90’s daily for a second week. 
“Shake Hands With Devil,” b-gges 
of newcomers, is rated sock at 
Orpheun ‘Have Rocket, Will 
Trave shapes fast at the Pilgrim. 

capegoat” very good in sec- 
ond round at the Saxon. “Anatomy 
of Murder” is very big in fourth | 
week at the Gary. “Last Train 
From Gun Hill” looms smash at 
Memorial in second round. “Nun's 
Story” is still fine in sixth week at 
the Metrepolitan. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,381; $1.25-$1.50 
Don't Give Up Ship” (Par) (Sth 
wk). Oke $5,000. Last week, $6,000. 
“Porgy and Bess” (Col) preems 
Wednesday (5), and on regular 
hard-ticket run Thursday (6). 

Beacon Hill (Sack) (678; $1-$1.50) 
—‘Love Is My Profession” (Kings) 
(5th wk) 


$5,000 

Beston (SW- Cinerama) (1,354; 
$1.25-$2.65'\—""South Seas Adven- 
ture” Cinerama) (17th wk). Slick 


$12,000. Last week, ditto. 


Capri (Sack) (17150; 90-$1.50)— 
“Modern Times” (Lopert) (reissue) 
(3d wk). Perky $4,500. Last week, 
$5,200 


Exeter (Indie) (1,376; 75-$1.25)— 
“Wild Strawberries” (Indie) (2d 
First week ended Saturday (1) 


wk 
was lively $7,500. 

Gary (Sack) (1.240; 90-$1.50)— 
“Anatomy of Murder” (Col) (4th 
wk). Torrid $14.000. Last week, 
$16,000 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 90-$1.25) 


—Room at Top” (Cont) (12th wk). 
Good $5,000. Last week, $5,500. 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-$1.10) 
—"‘Last Train From Gun Hill” 
(Par) and “Here Come Jets” (20th) 
(2d wk). Great $15,000 or near. 
Last week, $17,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.357; 70- 
$1.10\—“Nun’'s Story” (WB) ‘6th 
wk). Slick $9,000. Last week, $11,- 
000 

Paramount (NET) (2,357; 70- 
$1.10\—"Big Circus” ‘AA) and 


“Seven Guns to Mesa” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Good $8,500. Last week, $12,- 
000 
Pilgrim (ATC) (1,000; 60-$1.10)— 
“Have Rocket, Will Travel’ (Col) 
and “Hey Boy, Hey Girl” (Col). 
loisy $12,000. Last week, “Mum- 
my” (U) and “Curse of Undead” 
$10,500 
Sexen (Sack) (1.100; $1.25-$1.50) 
—"‘Scapegoat” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Smash $15,000. Last week, $17,000. 


Trans-Lux (‘T-L) (730; 75-$1.25) | 
—‘ Josette of New Orleans” (in- 
die) and “Jungle Goddess” (iIn- 
ad Hotsy $4,200. Last week, 
*“Witeh’ ‘Indie) ‘rerun) and 
“French Girl's Club” (Indie), $3- 
300 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 90- 





$1.50)\—"“Shake Hands With Devil” 
(UA) and “Ride Lonesome” (Col) 
Sock 069. Last week, — 
Saldiers UA) (5th wk), $7.5 

State (Loew) (3,600; 90-S1. 50) — 
“Hole In Head” (UA) (5th wk). 


Nice $9.000. Last week, $11,000. 





SAN FRANCiSCO 
Continued from page 9) 


“North By (M-G). 
Great $23,000. “Ask 
Any Giri” (M-G) $8,000. 


Northwest” 
Last weck, 
(2d wk), 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25) , 


— “Last Train From Gun Hiil” 
(Par) and “Island Of Lost Women” 
(WB). Dandy $18,000. Last week, 
“Middle Of Night” (Col) and “For- 
bidden Island” (Col) (2d wk), 
$9 000 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1.25- 
$1.50\—"Nun’s Story” (WR) (4th 
wk). Excellent $9,000 after $11,000 


for fourth stanza. 

Orpheum (‘SW-Cinerama) (1.456; 
$1.75-$2.65)\—"South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (36th wk). Fine 
$16,500. Last week, $18,000. 

United Artists ‘No. Coast) (1.151; 
$1.25-$1.50)—“‘Hole In Head” 
2d wk). Smash $15,000. Last week, 
$20 000 

Staeedoor (‘A-R) (440; $1.25-$3)— 


“Gigi” (M-G) (56th wk). Solid $7,- 
200. Last week, $7,000. 
Presidio (Hardy-Prrsans) (774 


$1.25-81.50)—“Diary Of Bad Girl” 
(Indie). Okay $3,000. Last week, 
“Go'd Rush” ‘Lopert) (5th wk), 
$3.000. 

Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (364; 
$1 °5\—“He Who Must Die” 
(9th wk). Splendid $2,700 after 
$2,400 last week. 

Coronet ‘United California) | 
Font $2.75-$3.50) — “Po and 
ess 
$23,000. Last week, $20,000 


Good $4,000, Last week, | 


(Indie) | 


rey 
(Col) (24 wk). Pushing to big | 





> 


BROADWAY 


Continued from page 9 


$1.50-$3.75) — “Porgy and Bess 
Col) (6th wk). The fifth week con- 
cluded Saturday (1) was capacity 


$37,000. The fourth stanza was the 
same. 
First-Run Arties 


Baronet ‘Reade) (430: $1.25-$2 
—Grand Illusion” (Cont) (reissue 
(6th wk). This session ending to 
morrow (‘Thurs.) looks like lively 
$7,000. Fifth was $7,500. Continues 
| Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80 
—‘‘Room At Top” (Cont) (19th wk 


» 


The 18th round ended Sunday 
held at great $13,800. The 
week, $14,300. 
Beekman (R&B) 
£1.75) “Wild Strawberries” 
{| (Janus) (7th wk). The sixth frame 
ended Sunday (2) was rousing $10,- 


17th 


(590; $1.20 


500. Fifth, $11,000. 
Normandie (T-L) (592: $1.25- 
$1.80)\—“Darby O'’Gill” (BV) ‘6th 


wk). Fifth round finished last night 
(Tues.) was okay $5,700. Fourth, 
$9,000. ‘Tailor’s Maid” (T-L) opens 
Aug. 18. 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)— 
“Wo ld of Art” (Indie) (3d-final 
wk This stanza ending today 
(Wed.) looks like $5,000 for eight 


days. Second regular week was 
$5.800. “Scapegoat” (M-G) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Paris ‘Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80)—“The Possessors” ‘Lopert 
(3d-final wk). Second frame ended 
Sunday (2) was okay $5,800. Sec- 


ond, $8.500. “Man Upstairs” (Indie) 


comes in Aug. 10. 


‘EXPORT ASSN. TIGHTENS | § 


res 


COMMITTEE CHORES 92’4 A Rosy Recesing for Warners 


The Motion Picture Export Assn. 
is relying more and more on its 
committees to take the load off 
the foreign managers board. 

Development has been gradual, 
but is logical in the light of com- 


plaints that too many routine ques- 


tions have been taken before the | 
board, requiring sometimes hours 
of wrangling, reference back to 
the homeoffice, etc. Result of this 
has been that the MPEA rarely 
could get the top boys into one 
room together 

Association now tends to slot 
specific problems to specific com- 
mittees, whether they be legal 
taxes or anything else On the 
very top, MPEA prez Eric John- 


ston now hz 


is the presidents com- 
mittee working, though it’s had 
only few meetings till now. This 


committee not only will set policy, 
but is in a position to make deci- 
sions involving the 
large sums. Spvyros P. Skouras, 
prez of 20th-Fox, was the driving 


| force behind its establishment. 


The foreign 


arrangement. In the past, several 


of them have complained of hav- | 


ing to spend too much time at the 


Association dealing with compara- | 
Now, | 


tively unimportant matters. 
the questions on their agenda usu- 


ally are of a nature that requires | 
that | 


a top level decision. MPEA 
this will result in “weightier” 
tendance in the future. 


at- 











Irving Kahn 


=== Continued from page 7 


oleate 
anybody to choose his bed part- 
ners.’ Therefore, he added, he had 
offered to sell his share of the 


Plaza ‘Lopert) (525; $1.50-$2)\— ‘company to Villela for $75,000 or 


“Anatomy of a Murder” ‘Col]) (5th 


wk). This session winding up today 
(Wed.) looks like great $17,400 
The fourth, $19,500. Continues in- 
def at this gait. 

Sutton ‘R&B) (561: 95-$1.80)\— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (40th wk! The 39th 
round completed Saturda 1) was 
great $15,300. The 38th week, 
$16,000. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. ‘T-L) (540; $1- 
$1.50) — “Middle of Night” ‘Col 
‘8th wk).. The seventh session 


'ended last night (Tues.) was solid 
$7,700. Sixth week, $8,500. 

Mayfair (Indie) (1.386; $1-$1.50 
—Enchanted Mirror” ‘Indie 3d 
wk) with “Great Is My Country” 
(Indie) brought back yesterday 
(Tues.) after having played at 
house originally for two weeks 
The second week of “Mirror 
dipped to fair $11,000 after $17,000 
opener. 





CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 9) 


$1.25-$3.40)\—“‘South Seas Adven- 
ture” ‘Cinerama) (45th w! } 
cellent $24,000. Last week, $23,000 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.400; $0-$1.8 
— “Last Train from Gun Hill” 
Par) (3d wk). Good £14.000. Last 
week, $18,060. ‘Holiday for 
Levers” (29th) starts tomorrow 
‘Wed.). 

Statedhake (B&K) (2.400: 980- 
$1.80'\—“Big Circus” (AA Sorko 
$36,000. Last weck, “Horse Sol- 
diers” (UA) (5th wk), $11,500 

Surf (‘H&E Balaban) (685; $1.50 
— “Diary of Anne Frank” (20th 
(2d wek). Fancy $8,700 on con- 
tinuous run. Last week, $9,500 

Todd's wr pr“ (Todd) (1,036; 
99-S$1.80)\—“Al Canone” (AA) (13th- 

{final wk). Nice $7,700. Last week, 
$10,000. 

United Artists ‘(B&K) (1,700: 90- 
£1.80) — “North bv Northwest” 
(M-G) (Sth wk). Stout $26,000 
Last week, ditto. 

Woods ‘Essaness) (1,200; 90- 
$1.°0) — “Anatomy of a Murder” 
Col) (4th wk). Socko $28,000. Last 
week, $29.000. 

World ‘Teitel) (606; 90-$1.50)— 

“Love Is Profession” (Kings) (3d 


wk). Sep $4,800. Last week, $5,900. 


| WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 


the Undead” ‘(U). Fine $4,500 
week, “Flesh and Woman” 
and “Bride Too Beautiful” 


$5, 
(T-L) 


(UA)! 


Last 
Ellis 


Trans-Lux (600; 
“Anatomy of Murder” (Col) 
wk). Boff $15, 000. Last 
| $16,500 


$1-$2)— 
week, 


“Big Circus” (AA) (5th wk). Fair 
, $4.500. Last week, $5.000. 

Werner (SW-Cinerama) (1.308; 
| $1. 20-$2.75)— "South Seas Adven- 


| ture’ (Cinerama) ‘(32d wk), Sturdy 
$12.500. Last week, $12,000. 
Playhouse ‘T-L) (458; $1-$1.80— 


| Nice $4,000. Last week, $5,500. 


| his 


(Ellis), | 
(4th | 


Uptown (SW) (1,100; 90-$1.25)— | 


“Middle of Night” (Col) (5th wk). | 


to buy out his partner's share for 
$150,000. Villela, he said, had un- 
til noon Monday to make a deci- 
sion 
A Gift—Maybe 

Since he had not heard from 
Villela, Rosensohn said he decided 
to resign as president and director 
of Rosensohn Enterprises and dis- 
associate himself completely from 
the promotion. Although he had a 
personal contract with Johansson, 
he revealed that he had assigned 
the pact to the corporation. He 
said he had put up his shaPes for 
sale and if he couldn't sell them, 
he would give them away. 

Rosensohn intimated that al- 
though he will not be connected 
with the rematch he'll be back in 


investment of | 


managers like this | 


Warner Bros. this week con- 
firmed what Wall Street. and many 
lin the trade for long had been an- 
| ticipating: The company has come 
through with one of the most ro 
bust financial recoveries among 
producer -distributors in recent 
years 

At the same time the WB com- 
mon issue on the New York Stock 
Exchange shot up to a new high of 
$48, making it the richest price- 
per-share stock of straight picture 


business common securities listed 

For the nine months ended May 
30 WB had a net profit of $13,749.- 
000, including a net of $6,500,000 
on sale of its ranch property in the 
San Fernando Valley, Calif. 

For the corresponding period 
last year the corporation had a net 
loss of $2,684,000 after a 
provision of $2,500,000 
mated loss on advances 
pendent producers. 

The net for the new period is 
equal to $8.67 per share, of which 
1$4.10 per share represents the 
profit on the ranch sale, on the 
| 1,585,196 shares of common stock 
outstanding 

Film rentals including television 
sales, etc. jumped frem $48,038,000 | 


lal 


for 
to 


esti 
inde- 

















| Murder By Hearsay 


|\~=—ue Continued from page 5 


—=—- 
! covering an old-timer reunion at 
Gold Medal Studios in the Bronx, 
recalled that item and had Asther 


quipping: “It was $1.10, if you 
| don't mind 

“I never spoke to that fellow 
from the newspaper,” the actor 
maintained “I may have said 
hello to him, but we never dis- 
cussed this.’ (‘Smith later insisted 
that Asther had said exactly that 


; hungry, 


| I 


the picture strongly should Jo- 
hansson defend his title success- | 
fully 


Meanwhile, Milton Fenster, a 
spokesman for‘ Theatre Network 
Television, a rival to TelePrompter 
n the closed-circuit business, said 
company considered the pres- 
ent arrangement “shrouded in 
mystery and therefore would 
make a “separate and substantial” 
ofier to either Johansson or 
sensohn for the closed-tv rights 

TelePrompter, however, appar- 
ently feeis that it 
trenched. Kahn stated that he has 
begun to line up seats and the 
logistics for the 
rangements for the fight. 

The turn of events appears to 
have placed Kahn c!oser to realiz- 
ng his ambition of becoming elec- 
tronic bankroller for champion- 
ship fights. He sees his company 
as operating similarly to a major 
motion picture company. 
Prompter Kahn sees it, would 
assemble the package, consisting of 
a boxing match, by 
to the fighters and then designat- 
ing a promotor to put on the 
fight. Or it would finance a pro- 
motor who presents a Satisfactory 
package. For tht financing, 
course, TelePrompter would re- 
ceive the supplementary electronic 
rights 


The Rub With Dub 


Continued from page 7 


as 




















bility of a steady supply of talent. 
He said that, if current restrictions 
on the importation of dubbed films 
were lifted in Italy and France, 
there'd be no reason why such 
dubbing could not be done in New 
| York. Italian and French voices 
are available, he noted. 

In France, Italy, Spain and Ger- 
many, virtually all American im- 
ports are dubbed in local plants. 
Restriction on the importation of 
already dubbed pictures is due to 
| a desire to keep the local dubbing 
industries alive. The German regu- 
lations are not as tight as those 
} of France, Italy and Spain. 


Tele- | 


making offers | 


of | 


} 


Ro- | 


is strongly en- | 


well party and frittered away all 
the money I'd been given.” 

“All this is utter nonsense, But 
| people believe it. Potential em- 
| ployers believe it. Im being 
painted as a bum, and nobody 
wants to hire a bum. I dont see 
where I have deserved this sort! 
of treatment. Louis Sebol's col- 
umn once carried an item to the! 


closed-circuit ar- | 


| ing out 





and that he had a witness to prove 
it.) 
Not ‘Hungry’ 

“It doesn't matter how much I 
assure people that I'm not going 
that reputation follows 
me anyway,” Asther said. “I have 
complained to Equity about it 
There must be something I can do 
One magazine told its readers that 
was so broke, I was peddling 
insurance to people who had writ- 
ten me fan mail years ago. An- 
other story said I had tried to buy 
Catalina Island to present it to 
Garbo. Still another article re- 
lated that I was offered a job in 
Hollywood, but that the producer | 
had to give me an advance to 
cover my fare. Then I'm _ sup- 
posed to have thrown a huge fare- 


effect that 
I was to appear as an m.c. 
female impersonaior. 

“I called Sobol and told 
this was quite untrue. When 
asked who gave him this informa- 
tion, he snapped it was none of 
my business. I suggested he run a 
retraction and he replied he was 
too busy since he was going on 
vacation. Weeks later he did run), 
something about my calling him | 
and complaining that I wasn't only | 
an actor in silent films, but had 
appeared in talkies, too.” 

Asther said the stories about his 
having to take lowly jobs to make 
a living started when he was help- | 
a friend on the Coast. 
“He was trying to get a*new voting | 


being in need of money, 
for a 


him 
1} 


| machine adopted and I offered to 


help. One day, we were to load | 
some things on a truck and the 
helper wasn't around, so I put on 
a leather jacket and we did the 
work. Out of nowhere, a flash- 
bulb popped. The next day, my 
picture was on the frontpages with | 
that headline: ‘Former Movie 
Works on Truck.’ How do 
defend yourself against this 
of thing?” 

Asther said he was constantly | 
embarassed by friends saying that 
he looked comparatively well, “It's 


you 
sort 


because they've read these 
stories,’ he said. “They're just’ not 
true. I am interested in “many 


things, but I am sti!l an actor and 
} am not at all eager to be treated 
as a relic.” 


special ; 


| prices 


| optical sound reproducer, 


| the 


| land 


Star} “ 
j the first 
| Other foreign makes operating in 
{some U. S. theatres are the Italian- 


| in the first nine months of 1958 to 


$62,084,000 the first three quarters 
of the current year. There was no 
breakdown but it’s apparent that 
WB's successful tv operations ae 
counted largely for the upbeat. 

Last May saw the repayment of 
an outstanding bank loan of 
2,000,000. 

Net current assets as of May 30 
were $42,496,000, including $21. 


451,000 in cash and Government 
securities. Net current assets a 
year previous were $33,043,000, in. 


cluding $10,972,000 in cash. 

Regarded as particularly impres. 
sive is the disclosure that gross in. 
come, excluding the ranch money, 
increased almost by $14,500,000, 
whereas operating and general ex. 
penses remained about the same 
and the amortization of film Costs, 
participations and other costs 
jumped only a Idtle more than 
$2,000,000. The amortization and 
participations were carried at $41, 
913,000 at the end of the new pe 
riod, compared with $39,836,000 a 
year ago. Operating and general 
expenses fell off a tiny bit, from 
$13,338,000 last year to $13,333,000 
now. 

All in all. 


Century Develops 
Combined 35-/0M 
U.S. Projector 


First American-made all-purpose 
projector, capable of projecting 
35m and 70m film, has been devel- 
oped by the Century Projector 
Cerp. and units are now being 
shipped to theatres in various sec- 
tions of the country. The projec- 
tor, which meets all U. S. stand- 
ards, lists at $16,000 per unit, but 
special prices can be obtained for 
bulk orders. 

According to Larry Davee, Cen- 
tury prexy, the unit is the most 
expensive on the market today. 
Without commenting on the qual- 
ity of foreign units. Davee asserted 
that impossible, employing 
American union labor, to meet the 
of the cheaper foreign 
equipment. However, the Century 
unit, known as Model JJ 70/35rs, 
is said to be easier to install and 
operate. Moreover, it was pointed 
out the American equipment fol- 
lows “the time-proven design” of 


having the projector mechanism, 
magnetic 


a rosy picture. 


at's 


tape sound producer, and upper 
and lower magazines in separate 
units. Moreover, it’s stressed that 


the Century model is the only pro- 
jector that permits utilization of 


standard arc lamps, bases, etc. 
without the necessity of costly 
modifications The design, its 


| stated, further allows for complete 


interchangeability with all existing 


| standard projection and sound svs- 
}tems and thereby reduces ins‘talla- 
|tion time and expense to a mini- 


mum. The unit is also said to be 


|so designed that it is prepared for 


almost any foreseeable expansion 
for the present 70m and 35m film 
dimensions as well as other pres- 
ent refinements. 

According to Frank Cahill, Cen- 
tury sales manager, one-third of 
initial production is already 
| committed. Several units are being 
|manufactured each week. 

Theatres currently equipped 
with combined 35m-70m units, ap- 
proximately 60 in the U. S., are 
using foreign units including the 
one developed by Phillips of Hol- 
in association with the late 
Mike Todd. The Phillips units 
were manufactured for use in the 
showing of “Oklahoma” and 
Around the World in 80 Days.” 
two films in Todd-AO. 


made Cinemanica and the German- 


|made Bauer. 


Centu-y, one of the leading U. S. 
manufacturers of theatre projec- 
tion and sound equipment, has spe- 
cialized in developing specia) film 
projectors, including those for 
Cinerama, VistaVision, Technira- 
na, and CineMiracle. 
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British Film Industry to Make Bid 
Third Tele Channel 


7% 
> 


For Contrel of 


may make a 
of Britain's 


and when. 
set up a 


London 
industry 
control 


The film 
bid for the 
third tv 
A recommendation 
committee that investigate 
the possibility thereof has gone 
back to the councils of the bodies 
of the 


channel, as 
to 


would 


forming the Committee 
Five Trade Associations, namely 
the British Film Producers Assn., 
Cinematograph Assn., 
Kinematograph Society, 


Exhibitors’ 
Renters 


Association of Specialized Film 
Producers and the Federation of 
British Film Makers 


Eventual allocation of the third 
channel has been the subject of 
some public discussion in the last 
few mé@nths, the debate centering 
on whether it should come under 
the control of BBC, the commer- 
operators or someone un- 
either. Whether 
bid would satisfy 
the last-named 


cial ty 
connected with 
a film industry 
those battling 
remains to be seen. 

The Five Trade Associations 
committee, which made the appro- 
priate recommendation last week, 
has decided to seek a more formal 
constitution to set itself up as the 
recognized forum of industry dis- 
cussion. Hitherto it has met Ir- 
regularly, with each association 
taking it in turns to supply a chair- 


i107 





man and secretary for each meet- | 
ing, but from now on it will have | 


a chairman and_ secretary 
pointed on an annual basis. 

Subject to member-association 
approval, the first chairman and 
secretary would be Lord Archi- 
bald. of the FBFM, and R. ; 
Camplin of the KRS while the 
constitution would be limited to 
27 members drawn equally from 
distributors (renters), exhibs and 
producers 


British Films Council 
Seeks Cut Rate Levy 
For Non-Standard Pix 


London, July 28. 
The Cinematograph Films Coun- 
cil has asked the Board of Trade 
to consider the possibility of in- 
troducing a special reduced rate of 


ap- | 


| foreign 


Translation — 
Taipan, Formosa, Aug. 4. 
Warner Bros.’ “Rio Bravo’ 

carries a title in Chinese 
which, translated, spells out in 
English 
* “To Butcher a Dragon With | 
Guts.” 


, 











Japan’s Films In 
Hawaiian Upbeat 


Honolulu, Aug. 4 
Japanese films more and more 
are invading first-runs here, with 
several circuits and indie houses 
playing the imported product. 
Consolidated’s Toyo is showing 
“The 47 Loval Ronin” 


~ FLOODS MARKET 


| has been complaining lately about 
| “too many German films” crowding 


|} of pix themselves, 


in Toei- | 


Scope and the same circuit's Kapa- | 


hulu is showing “A Flower Never 
Fades,”’ also in ToeiScope. 


Other first-run features include | 


“Ohavo,” at the Nippon; “The 
Raven Kid from Tenryu” at the 
Kokusai; the Toho-Warner Bros. 
dualer, “Gigantis” and “‘Teenagers 
from Outer Space,” which is day- 
and-dating the Royal circuit's King, 
Palace and Waialae Drive-in. 


British Prod. Holds Own 
In Number of Pix Over 
’58; Foreign Films Off 


London, July 28 

British production is holding its 
own, quantity-wise, -according to 
figures just issued by the Board of 
Trade. In the Jan.-March period, 
34 pix of 3,000 feet or more in 
length were registered, comparing 
with 37 in the same stretch last 
year, while in April-June the fig- 
ure was 26 as against 23. 

At the same time, the number of 
feature pix registered 
showed a substantial drop to 73 in 
thé first quarter of the year while 
the 1958 Jan.-March total was 110. 
The April-June total of foreign 
features did not vary much, being 





| 100 in comparison with 98. 


Production Fund levy from cine-| 


mas showing non-standard films 
(those in Todd-AO and like process- 
es Exhibition of such pix now 
goes levy-free, Inasmuch as they 
aren't covered by the Quota Act 


under which the levy scheme oper- | 


ates, 
The Films Council, in its annual 


report surveying the year ended 


last March 31, says that it’s consid- 


ered further the application of the 
Quota to pix of the Todd-AO varie- 
tv but that no solution has yet been 
found 

Anoher headache thafig come to 
Council's attention is the position 
of extended-i It has recom- 
mended that in the new Quota Act 
provision should be made to allow 
exhibs showing films on extended- 
runs to average tnueir quota over a 
period of two years. 

Other major points made in the 
report, include an expression of 
“alarm and dismay” that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer didn’t abol- 
ish the admissions tax in his last 
budget. As a result, says the Coun- 
cil, many more cinemas will un- 
deubtedly close and the home mar- 


uns 


ket for British pix continue to con- | 


tract. 
In a section recording that in the 
Quota year 1958-59 relief was 


granted to 1.178 cinemas and total 
exemption from Quota to 135, 
while 500 theatres playing double- 
feature programs were also given 
relief on supporting - program 
Quota, the Council declares “it 
may shortly be necessary to make 
an extensive review of the grant 
of Quota relief.” 


| 
j 


} 
' 
} 


Total of all films registered over 
3,000 feet in length underlines the 
constant talk about a _ product 
shortage: 233 in Jan.-June, '59, 
comparing with 268 in the corre- 
sponding 1958 period. 

A through-the-years recap on 
British films of feature-length reg- 
istered is: 144 in 1954, 122 in 1955, 
110 in 1956, 129 in 1957 and 124 
in 1958. 





Vienna to Hold Film 
Fest (One Week) in 1960 


Vienna, July 28 
Film Festival of 1960 to be held 
in the Austrian capitai will be non- 
competitive. The City Hall an- 





THEME SIMILARLY 


By HAZEL GUILD 


Frankfurt, July 28. 
While the film trade press here 


the market for playdates, the prob- 
lem apparently isn’t in the number 
but in their 
themes. And one answer to the 
dwindling film attendance may be 
in an analysis of what type of pro-| 
ductions succeed. In an effort to 
build up the boxoffice, the German 
producers are turning to remakes | 
—and the American might profit 
by a look at what the German film- 
goers like. 

With 133 German lingo films re- 
leased last year, far too many were 
of similar themes, charges an edi-| 
tcrial in a leading German news-| 
paper, “Das Bild.” For instance, 
half a dozen were concerned with 
the last World War in Russia— 
including “Aufersteherung” (Res- 
urrection), “Petersburger Nachte” 
(Nights in Petersburg), ‘Polikus- 
chka” and “Wolgaschiffer” (Ships 
on the Volga). 

Also, a series of comedies dealt } 
with war as a background, “Piefke 
der Schrecken der Kompanie” 
(Piefke, Problem of the Campany), 
“Das Maedchen Mit den Katzenau- 





' 


gen” (The Girl with the Cat’s 
Eves) and “Blitzmadels an die| 
Front” (Blitz Girls on the Front). 


The folk-theme, long a favorite 
in Germany, seems to have run 


| its course. The new 1959-60 release 


| very 


} 
| 
i 
| 


calendar has no more titles such 
as “My Darling Comes from 
Tyrol” or “Once More To see My 
Home land.” Crime films are doing 
well in Germany, with two 
Edgar Wallace films being made by 
German producers and _ several) 
other “krimis” screduled. “Fran- | 
kenstein,” “Dracula” and “Maca-| 
bre” continue as pet topics with the | 
German youth of today, and half | 
a dozen horror films are in produc- 
tion in German studios. 
Trend Towards Musicals | 
Light comedies with pretty girls 
are inexpensive and continue to 
beat production costs, so they're on 
tap for next year. There's a real 
flood of German musicals. This 
trend to musicals follows the tre-| 
mendously growing interest of the 
German audience in pop records. 





|It is a surprising change for this 


land where American musicals 
heve generally proved flops at the 
bexoffice. 

Radio Luxemburg, most impor- 
tant station in Europe for song- 
plugging and most-listened-to by 


| European record fans, is gcing into 


film productions this year with pair | 
titled, “Hit Parade” and “Deuts- 
ches Schlager Festival’ (German 
Record Festival). The “Tom Dooley” 
music is being used in four new 


|German pix while “Patricia” and 


nounced that during the regular | 


festival weeks, one week will be 
more or less devoted to films 

The city will invite one nation 
each year to display its output, 
starting with France. Hans Mandl 
pointed out that a French diplo- 


mat suggested this additional Vien- , 


na festival feature. 

During this year's festivals, pro- 
grams at local houses hardly had 
any preems worthwhile attending 
and there was no foreign tourist 
catering 





‘ ’ 

3 Stooges’ Plug Parlay 

Three-way cross-promotion has 
been arranged by Columbia and 
two of its subsidiaries, Screen 
Gem and Colpix Records. to ex- 
ploit “Have Rocket, Will Travel,” 
first full-length feature starring the 
Three Stooges. 


In addition to the feature, the 


‘ie-in involves the tv package of | 


Three shorts and the 


Stooges 


Stooges’ Colpix recording of the 
title song from the film. 


“La Paloma” themes each crop up 
in three upcoming pictures. 

But the Germans are still heavily 
accenting remakes, with a trend 
that started five years ago. Pro- 
ducers add color and widescreens, | 
and juice up the productions with 
leading stars. 

Remakes a New Vogue 

Last year’s schedule saw a flock 
of silents remade, including “Va- 
riete,” “Der Letzte Mann” (The 
Last Man), “Der Kueier des Zaren” 
(The Courier of the Czars), “Peter 


Voss der Millionendieb” (Peter 
Voss, Who Stole Millions), “Das 
Indische Grabmal’ (The Indian 


Gravestone), and several from the 
start of the talking pic era, “Maed- 
chen in Uniform” (Girls in Uni- 
form), “Liebelei,” “Die Drei von 
cer Tankstelle,” (Three from Serv- 
ice Station), “Der Kongress Tanzt” 
(Congress Dances) and “Maedchen- 
jahre einer Koenigin” (Girlhood of 
a Queen) 

Borrowed from the Third Reich 
came remakes of “Geierwal ly,” 
“Der Postmaster,” “Der Muster- 
gatte” (The Ideal Bridegroom), 
“Kitty und die Weltkonferenz” 
(Kitty and the World Conference) 
and “Wenn wir alle Engel waren” 
(If We Were All Angels). Folk 
films, military comedies, love 
stories and gangster films were all 
remade. 

For five years, 


the Germans | 





Plan 3 Yank Pix 





Inbal (Israel) Encore 
Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Sol Hurok is again bringing 
Inbal, the Dance Theatre of 
Israel, to the U.S. on tour and 
will open org’s Coast junket 
at the Ritz Theatre on Oct. 28. 

Some 14 performances are 
skedded. 











In Mex This Year 


Mexico City, July 28. 
A resumption of Hollywood ac- 
tivity in Mexico is slated for the 
balance of this year. Three firms 
are currently in various stages 


| of negotiations with the Union of 


Film Production Workers and the 
Film Bureau to comply with pre- 


| production requisites. 


Luis Sanchez Tello, union head 
and technical adviser to Holly- 
wood outfits making pictures down 
here, said that Robert Lippert, 
Yul Brynner and 20th-Fox are 
planning to make pictures here 

In the case of Lippert, who has 
produced here before, a co-pro- 
duction deal with Jesus Soiomayer 
is in the works. Yul Brynner wants 
to do a personal production and 
20th-Fox has asked for full details 
on preliminaries for shooting a 
pic in Mexico. | 


British Exhibs, Distribs 
Girding to Grab Share 
Of Admish Tax Relief 


London, July 28 

Burning issue here between dis- 
tributors and exhibitors at the 
moment is just how much claim 
the former have on the $56 a week 
admissions tax relief granted by 
the government in its Finance Bill 
The joint committee of the Cine-| 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. and | 
Kinematograph Renters Society al- 
ready has had one two-hour dis- 
cussion on the subject and is due 
to resume next week. 

Though the CEA tried initially 
at the first meeting, to hold that 
exhibs were entitled to hang on to, 
the relief exclusively, it didn’t 
fer long withstand the KRS con- 
tention that distributors were in 
line for a share, having regard to 
the terms of their own contracts 
with the producers The KRS 
wasn't ready at first fo agree to 
any concessions for any exhibiter 
and insisted on a slice of the net 
receipts including the rebate, but 
during the get-together it agreed 
to examine a formula for further 
aiding the hard-pressed . small 
houses. 

Situation at the moment is that 
the CEA is trying to evolve such a 
formula for consideration at the 
July meeting this week. As for 
the renters’ general claim for a 
cut of the concession cake, this 
has been covered by agreement 
that film hire shall remain a mat- 
ter for individual negotiation. 
Meantime, the All-Industry Tax 
Committee is continuing in exist- 
ence to prepare a campaign press- 
ing for total abolition of admis- 
sions tax in next year's Budget 





| 
remaking “Blue! 
Angel.” Now its being done with 
Curd Juergens and May Britt in 
the Emil Jannings and Marlene 
Dietrich roles, with Edward Dy- 
mytrk directing. 

Other German remakes now un- 
Gerway include the ‘silent pic, 
“Faust,” with O. W. Fischer as the 
lead and “Eine Nacht in Monte 
Carlo” (A Night in Monte Carlo), 
with Eddie Constantine in the Hans 
Albers role, Marion Michael in the 
Anna Steen Part, and Warner 
Jacob directing Vicki Baum’s 
“Grand Hotel” with a lengthy star 
cast also is due for a remake job. i 


talked about 


| Salaries 


Union of Film, TY Workers Votes For 
Better Co-Op Between Pix 


and Tele 


Rome, July 28. 

The Fifth Assembly of the Un- 
ion of Film & Television Workers, 
made up of trade unions in the 
six countries of the European 
Common Market, wound up here 
this week with a recommendation 
that the governments of member 
(ECM) countries reduce their di- 
rect and indirect taxes on the film 
to allow this sector to properly 
meet the growing competition 
from the more leniently taxed 
field of television. 

The conference, which also 
unanimously voted that the Euro- 
pean Union of Television and Film 
Workers join the International 
Confederation of Free Workers 
Unions, discussed four main top- 
ics, making suggestions and moves 
on each. 

_ Concerning the future of film ac- 
tivity within the boundaries of the 
Common Market nations, the Con- 
gress moved that a triangular con- 
ference be called to unite reps of 
the governments, the producers 
and the workers unions involved, 
at which the possibility of estab- 
lishing a six-country secretariat 
for cinema professionals — would 
be discussed. 


With regard to relations between 
films and tele the Congress moved 
for a closer cooperation between 
the two fields, suggesting among 
other things what tv officials give 
employment preferences to film 
technicians and specialists, and 
that mutual problems be resolved 
via mixed committees from the 
two sectors. e 

It was also suggested that a 
“European collective working con- 


j tract” be studied on a six-country 


level to seek a harmonization of 
_ and = social legislation 
among industry workers in the six 
countries. At the conclusion, Leon 
Mathot was voted president of the 
union, with Italy’s A. C. Rocchi 
acting as veepee and Julien Jenger 
as secretary 


‘Young Lions’ Best Of 
10 Top Grossers For 
Greece; ‘10 C’s’ Also Big 


. Athens, July 28. 

“Young Lions” (20th-Fox) heads 
the list of the 10 top grossers in 
Greece during the season of 1958- 
59, playing to 148,418 persons on 
its first-run here in five theatres 
—the Rex, Pantheon, Atticon, 
Ilyssia and Hellinis. 

The Russian film and prize win- 
ner at the Cannes Film Fest, 
“When the Seagulls Are Passing” 
was second best at b.o. Others 
include “Mimikos and Mary” 
(Greek), “The Vikings” (UA); “Ten 
Commandments” (Par) “Bridge on 
River Kwai” (Col) and “Inn ef 
Sixth Happiness” (20th). 

In spite of the hard competition 
by local films, larger in number 
lately, American productions are 
still leading the race at the wick- 
ets. In fact, they dominate the 
Greek screens since out of 482 
pictures released in the past sea- 
son, 256 were American. The 
French followed with 51 and the 
Germans had 41 pix. The British 
released 26 pix, not including 
those released by other companies 
such as Columbia, Metro, etc. 








To Make Color Pic On 


Queen’s Ghana Visit 
London, July 28. 

Associated British-Pathe and 
the Ghana Information Services 
are to get together to produce a 
color documentary film dealing 
with the background to, and the 
actual visit of the Queen to 
Ghana in November. Edward 
Ward, writer, and Terry Bishop, 
director, already have left for 
Ghana for a preliminary look at 
the scene and to start preparing 
the script. 

Donald Carter will produce, su- 
pervised by Terry Ashwood, pro- 
duction boss of the A.B.P., and the 
Ghana government. 
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Daff Argues Need For Global Film 


Organization Including States 





Hollywood, Aug. 4. + 


Alfred E. Daff, former Universal ' 
executive vice president, declared 
here last week on kis return from | 
& world-wide tour that the time is | 
now ripe for the formation of an 
international organization com- 
posed of film industry leaders of 








all countries for the purpose of 
exchanging ideas and supporting 
each ot! from discriminatory 
taxes, which ‘in some countries 
take up to 45°% of the exhibitor’s 
gross 

Daff (who said he'll be ready to 
discuss his own future plans in 
about four months after comple- 
tion of a year’s “vacation”) noted 
that when the European govern- 
ments were financially troubled 
it was not tactful to push for 
relief He stated, however, that 


these economies are now healthy. 
Previous! Daff asserted, it was 
thought thet Americans shouldn't 
interfere in other governments’ + 
domestic affairs, but he noted that 
an international organization, not 
based in the U.S. but led to a cer- 
tain extent by Americans, could 
accomplish this. Paradoxically, he 
pointed out, the growing health of 
foreign nations has decreased the 
dependence on the U.S. for finan- 
cial aid and has resulted in a 
decrease in anti - Americanism | 
abroad Nobody likes a rich rela- | 
tive,” he observed. | 

Simultaneously, he continued, | 
American pix are facing stiffer | 
competition from product of other | 
countries. “American pictures are 
judged by a higher standard be- 
cause of our reputation for per- 
fectionism. It's one of the rea- 
sons we don’t do too well at film 
festivals.’ The bright side of this 
new health in foreign product is 
that it might end the artificial bar- 
riers against American film prod- 
uct, such as restrictions on im- 
ports, défficulties in the remittance 
ef currency, which will be prob- 
ably eliminated in the next two 
or three years, he noted. 

European exhibitors, he stated, 
do not object to America’s big 
picture policy and would be happy 
if only.100 of these are made 
each but they're distressed 
that between a quarter and a half 
of these blockbusters don’t per- 
form in the category for which 
they are intended. The large rea- 
son for this, he said, is that these 
pictures are not being made with 
the new audience in mind. “The 
new audience can be a bonanza if 
the productions are designed to 
An ex- 





year, 


suit them,” he declared. . 
ample of such a_ production, he 
said, is “Room at the Top,” which 


strikes the intellectual because of 
its intelligent handling, but also | 
appeals to the working class be- 
cause it is written in terms they 
ite and understand. “I saw 


appreci: ers 
no evidence of individual or con- 
centrated effort to acquire this 
audience he said. 


Re tv. Daff observed that the full 
impact will hit Australia in about 


one year and it’s expected that 
another 100 theatres will close 
there if something drastic doesn’t 
happen. ‘There are now several | 


houses which are only open one, 
two or three nights a week. The 
sale of feature backlogs to Aussie 
tv is to meet with severe re- 
sistance, including possible boy- 
cott of companies which sell to tv, 
Daff noted. In Sweden, he added, 
serious consideration is being 
given to building drive-ins for 
the first time to combat the sum- 


apt 


mer slump, despite the fact that 
the summer there is short. In 
Europe generally, exhibitors are 
becoming air conditioning con- 
scious. he noted. He considers 
this a strong point since air con- 
ditioning in the homes is prac- 


tically unknown in Europe. 





French Plan to Rush 
Out Nymphet Picture 
Paris, July 28. 


Stanley Kubrick, who is to film 
Vladimir Nobokov’s controversial 
book. “Lolita,” about the loves of 


a middleaged man and a 12-year- | 
nymphet, may be beaten to the 
punch on this type of subject by | 
the French 

Bernard Chesnais has announced 
an imminent start of a pic called, 
“Les Nymphettes,” about trouble- 
Henry Zaphira- 


some young girls 
is to produce. 


tos 


Kelly-Rainier Short 
Set for London Aug. 5 


London, July 28 

“Invitation to Monte Carlo,” the 
46-minute film in which Grace 
Kelly and Prince Rainier appear, 
opens at the Empire this week in 
support of “The Scapegoat.” The 
Empire is the Metro showcase 
which has shown all Grace Kelly's 
Hollywood pix, 

This decision follows a long dis- 
pute between Evan Lloyd of 
Richmond Films, who _ inspired, 
produced and directed the film at 
the invitation of Prince Rainier, 
and Andreas Schuller, his German 
backer, over the rights of the film. 
Lloyd and Schuller now jointly 
own “Invitation,” which Ben Henry 
of Hillcrest Productions will dis- 
tribute. A circuit deal is now be- 
ing negotiated. 


Japan Looks For 
Updated Sound 
Gear From U.S. 


Putting stress on the need for 
quality in exports, Japan’s motion 
picture industry is asking the 
Japanese Government to allocate 
foreign exchange to permit it to 
purchase technical equinment 
abroad, primarily in the United 
States. 

One of the supporting arguments 
is that the Tokyo Government has 
allocated monies for the local tv 
service to purchase foreign fea- 
tures, without which it cannot 
survive. Thus, say the film people, 
it’s only fair and square to give 
the film biz a helping hand also 

This was reported in N.Y. last 
week by Kiyoshi Takamura, man- 
aging director of Shochiku, one of 
Japan's leading film setups. Pro- 
cedure is for a case-by-case appli- 
cation. The Ministry of Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry then 
goes to the Motion Picture Assn 
of Japan to be advised on whether 





the expenditure is absolutely 
necessary. 

Most of the equipment the 
Japanese studios need can be 


manufactured in Japan, Takamura 


said. What is needed is sound 
equipment. It’s mostly being 
bought in the States. 

Takamura said that, as an in- 


custry, the Japanese weren't doing 
very much about television, which 
is coming along and is being of- 
ficially encouraged by the Govern- 
ment. Thus the industry is handi- 
capped in fighting it. At any rate 
at this point, the impact of tv on 
the Japanese theatres isn't yet 
serious, Takamura felt. 








Italo Senate Approves 
New Show Biz Ministry 


Rome, July 28 

The Italian Senate has finally 
approved the law forming a new 
Ministry for Tourism and Enter- 
tainment, which now becomes a 
fact. Law setting up the the min- 
istry had first been approved by 
the Senate some ago, but an 
amendment by the House forced 
reconsideration by the senior body, 
which has now okayed the long- 
discussed innovation. 

Umberto Tupini, one-time mayor 
of Rome and a senator, is the new 
Minister for Tourism and Enter- 
tainment, which will be housed in 
a new building in Via Della Ferra- 


| tella. Previously, all entertainment 


matters were under the aegis of 
the State Undersecretariat for En- 
tertainment. 





Par Pics Buys Par Pics 

Paramount Pictures has  pur- 
chased an additional 4,200 shares 
of its own common stock on the 


j}open market as the company con- 


tinues with its capitalization reduc- 
tion program. 

New acquisitions bring to 175.600 
the total of shares which Par holds 


jin its treasury. 


| SIX 


AND NOW—EXISTAVISION 
India Technician Claims 3-D Pro- 
cess Needing No Special Specs 

New Delhi, July 2 

Latest entrant in the bid to 
make cinematic effects approxim- 
ate as closely as possible optically 
to the real thing is Indian film 
technician M H. Mirza. He's 
evoled a process called Existavi- 
sion which is claimed to give im- 
ages on the screen a 3-D natural- 
vision effect without the need for 
viewing through special spectacles. 

Mirza is being backed by Mahesh 
Kaul, whose outfit, Anupam Chitra, 
plans use of Existavision in future 
film productions 

Meanwhile, subject 
mental okay, an 


to govern- 
Indian unveiling 


of Cinerama is promised in Cal- 
cutta, with installations in this} 
capital and Bombay to follow. In 


contracts inked last month with the 
Stanley Warner-Cinerama Corp., | 
Indian producer Bishu Sen ac- | 
quired rights to presentation of the | 
giant-screen, triple-projection pro- | 


} cess throughout this country. | 


For the Asia market. Cinerama 


already shows in Japan and is set 


for early opening in Singapore. 





Arg. Exhibs Set 
Holiday Pix Fare 


Buenos Aires, July 28. 
This time of year sees Argen- 
tine students enjoying a two-week 
respite from school, and exhibitors 
adjust their programs accordingly 
to give the vacationers good holi- 





day fare. Thus, Metro this week | 
released “Tom Thumb” at the} 
Metro showcase with a July 4 
preem for the American Commu- 


nity youngsters. “Trapp Family in 
America” is another pic rated for 
for the juvenile;, day-dating at the 
Lococo Circuit's: opera, ideal and 
premier. “High Noo...’ has been 
reissued at the Callao 

“Gulliver” at the Florida, “A 
Night to Remember” (Rank) at the 
Monumental and “Cinerama Holi- 
day " at the Casino, are all afford- | 
ing relief to tired parents with 
moppets on their hands 

“Bridge on River Kwai” (Col.) is 
now in its 14th week at the Broad- 
way while 10 Commandments” 
Par) has run 9 weeks at the Me- 
tropolitan. “South Pacific” at the 
Luxor has played seven rounds, 
which shows that high admissions 
are no deterrent. 

German “Die 
lores” (Goldberg 


Beine Von Do- 
has disproved all 
theories that local audiences don't 
like musicals, and has held four 
weeks at the Ocean. 


British Exhibs Won't Ask 
Higher Levy Exemptions 


London, July 28. 

British exhibitors have decided, 
for the time being, not to ask the 
Board of Trade to consider rais- 
ing the exemption limit for con- 
tributions to the Production Fund 
levy to cover houses making $700 
net a week instead of those mak- 
ing $420 as at present 

The resolve not to go ahead was 
based on the theory that any in- 
crease in the exemption limit 
would presumably mean an in- 
creased levy for those cinemas re- 
maining liable, something not re- 
garded as wise in these days of 
economic difficulty. 





150 Students Learn 
About Japan Pix Biz 
Paris, July 28. 
A group of 150 university stu- 


dents from West Germany, Eng- | 
land, Denmark, Finland, France, | 
Holland, Morocco, Norway and 


Sweden recently went to the Ger- 
man town of Kiel to hear some 
leading film historians and crix 
discourse in the standing of the 
Japanese film industry today. | 

Pundits first unloaded facts on | 
Japan and its film setup like the 
statistics that 1,150,000,000 attend 
the cinema every year at more than 
7.000 regular film houses. Also 
that Japan makes about 500 pix per 
vear and has garnered about 60 | 
awards at the top film fests in the 
last eight years. 





| M-G-M 


Cocteau Lauds Friends 
Helping on Next Film 


Paris, July 28. 

Jean Cocteau, 70, poet - play- 
wright-painter - novelist-picmaker, 
is ready to start his first film in 
years, “La Testament D’ Or- 
phee” (The Will of Orpheus). In 
an open letter, Cocteau thanked 
all the pix people who had helped 
him get started in what may be 
his last pic 

Most producers refused his idea 
for a personalized, abstract produc- 
tion which will mirror his thoughts 
and life However, many film 
stars offered to play bit parts 
gratis and a young filmmaker, 
Francois Truffaut, handed over 


his Film Aid money to Cocteau as 
a tribute to an old master. Coc- 
teau will start his vehicle next 


and Yul Brynner and Jean 
will play bit parts 
many French stars 


month 
Marais 
with 


Holding Money 
Via Residence 
In Switzerland 


along 





Showmen figure that Yul Bryn- 
ner may have “saved” almost $2.- 
000,000, more or less tax-free, by 
|taking up official residence in 
Switzerland where income taxes 
are light and are predicated onl) 
on 5° of the annual rental of 
one’s residence. Some Swiss can- 


income, sometimes 
Bryvnner's $600,000 
and Sheba” (UA) 
form “Once More 
With Feeling” (‘Col), both shot 
abroad, are sample of minimum- 
taxed income. Of his two 20th-Fox 
pictures, “Sound and Fury” was 
shot in the U.S. but “Anastasia” 
was filmed abroad 

William Holden is moving 
residence to Switzerland, suppos- 
edly with the same objective. Cary 
Grant's official residence is Eng- 
land and he’s U.S.-taxed only on 
films produced in America 
Producers like Sam Spiegel, Dar- 
ryl F. Zanuck and Carl Foreman, 
or course, have official foreign 
residences, both for business and 
residence. 

The “residence 


tons, in need of 
lower it to 4 
from “Solomon 
and $500,000 


his 


"for convenience, 
such as Gene Kelly undertook 
years ago on an 18-month basis is 
now valid only up to a $25,000 ceil- 
ing. This was based on a privilege 
extended oil companies anxious to 
attract American workers to go to 
Saudi-Arabia. When the topflight 
Hollywood salaries sought to take 
advantage of this exemption to oil 
the Government placed a 25G ceil- 
ing on such moves 


Chile’s Legit Season 

Sees 8 Houses Open 
Santiago, 28 
season has teed off 
Chilean capital, with 
offering Chilean and 


July 

Winter legit 
big in this 
eight houses 
foreign dramatic works 

“El caverno mas 
Deepest Cave) is at 
Varas; “Juegos Silenciosos Silent 
Games) by Gabriele Roepke is 
playing at the Camilo Henriquez: 
and “Los crimenes de M. Dubois” 
(The Crimes of Monsieur Dubois) 
by Gerardo Larrin, is at the Petit 
Rex. 

“La Soga”™ 


(The 
Antonio 


Largo” 
the 


The Cord), by Pat- 


rick Hamilton, has opened at the 
Talia; “Las tres alcobas” (The} 
Three Alcoves) is at the SATCH 
with the Martin-Sabatini Spanish 
stock compan) and Alejandro 
Casona’s “‘La casa de los siete bal- 
cones” (The House With Seven} 
Balconies) is playing the Moneda, 
with the Americo Vargas-Pury 
Durante stock group. “Respectful 


Prostitute” by Jean Paul Sartre is 


at the Atelier while Jorge Que- 
vedo’s “Un Hombre en La Casa” 
‘(A Man in the House) is at the 
Maru. 


Way-Ahead Ballyhoo 
Minneapolis, Aug. 4 
The unusual long-time-in-ad- 
vance publicity gimmick for “Ben- 
Hur,” an art exhibit consisting of 
a number of pre-production 


sketches used in the filming of the | 


picture’s scenes, is on view at the 


exchange here. The pic- 

ture isn’t expected to be seen here | 
}until next February 

Exhibit has received newspaper | 

attention and is drawing good 

crowds. From here, of course, it 

goes to other M-G-M exchanges 


throughout the country. 


Changed Liquor 
Laws May Help 
Scot Tourism 


By GORDON IRVING 
Glasgow, July 28 

Plans to give Scot hotels a “new 
dea!” in liquor licensing laws are 
likely to lead to a bigger tourist 
invasion. Entertainment facilities 
are certain to be extended as a 
result. Hotel trade will be hypoed 
as current outmoded restrictions 
are removed 

Present laws limit the sale and 
supply of drink on Sundays as well 
as week-day licensing hours. For 
years there has been a clamor for 
a major overhaul of the Seot licens- 
ing system. Laws have remained 
practically the same for over 55 
| years A bid to introduce reforms 
| 





in 1929 ended in deadlock 

Sunday drink laws in Scotland 
have been the main target of criti- 
cism in recent years. They have 
been attacked primarily because of 
the “bona fide traveler” concession 


which has led to coachloads of 
Sunday drinkers invading village 
hotels. Another anomaly is the 


widely differing closing hepr for 
consumption of alcoholic liquor. 
This varies from city to city. 

Late revelry also goes minus 
wines and spirits unless at private 
functions. It’s normally impossible 
to imbibe, even with a meal, be- 
yond 11:30 p.m. This hits at cabaret 
and nitery trade which is extremely 
restricted as a result. 

If laws are rejiaxed and altered, 
a useful injection may be given to 
the very limited nightclub field 
here, resulting in more dates for 
performers beyond the native 
vaude, tv, radio and legit confines 

It has often been suggested that 
hotels in the Scot Highlands should 
offer tourists and vacationists late- 
night entertainment, headed by 
native comedians, singers, dancers 
and pipers. Units could tour the 
hotel circuit providing genuine 
Scot fodder of major appeal to 
visitors 

Any forthcoming easing of liquor 
laws will be certain to help the 
show biz situation here. It should 
also eliminate headaches for vaude 
| house managers who have to regu- 
late timing of their shows accord- 
ing to closing of the bars. The first 
segment of second-house perform- 
ances is frequently rushed through 
at breakneck pace, or pruned con- 
siderably, in order that patrons 
will have time.to order up their 
interval drinks before the licensing 
hours call a halt. 


3d Bid to Revive Scot 
Rep Theatre a Floppo 


Kilmarnock, Scotland, July 28. 

A third bid to revive the reper- 
tory theatre in this Scot market 
town has flopped. The town coun- 
cil has been informed by Kilmar- 





nock Theatre Trust, which man- 
aged the town’s civic theatre, the 
Palace, it is winding up affairs. 
Theatre was re-opened in 1951 
atter reconstruction costing 
$90,000. 

The Trust, in the last season, 
made a real attempt to revive 
legit fodder after raising $16,000 


among theatregoers. The 650-seat- 
er, Which has served the area for 
over three decades, was never 
once filled to capacity this year. 








< 2 . > . 
Recognize’ Telepix 
London, July 28. 

| Films made for television will in 
future be el?gible for British Film 
Academy Awards. But not all pix. 
They have to fall into the “docu- 
mentary and _ specialized films” 
category. 

The Society of Film and Tele- 
vision Arts Ltd. is currently cir- 
cularizing producers, distributors 
and sponsors advising them that 
| there'll be four awards in future. 
|The Short Film Award, covering 
shorts produced primarily for cine- 
ma distribution, The Specialized 
Film Award (films of any length 
produced primarily for non-thea- 
trical distribution), The Animated 
Film Award (pix of any length 
produced for cinema or non-thea- 
| trical distribution and consisting 
mainly of animated cartoons or 
| puppet work) and The Robert Fla- 
| herty Award, devoted to feature 
| films which are documentary in 
| content. 
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Julien Policy Changes at 0 


Switch of Repertory — Callas, Tebaldi Due For 





Official and Private Operas | 

Qo | 

Paris, Aug. 4. | New French Film Museum 

A. M. Julien, new head of the ‘ | 
bat hei is ccada -manil Paris, July 28 

state-suvsidized Paris Opera an As he promised at the last 

Opera-Comique, who recently re- Cannes Film Festival, Culture 

linquished his post as head and Minister Andre Malraux is taking 


creator of the successful Theatre of 
Nations, has revealed the plans for 
next season. He intends tightening 
the administration and workings of 


the two houses so as to eliminate 


redtape. He also is switching cer- 

tain repertory from the more lim- 

ited Comique to the more opulent 

Opera, or vice versa, depending on 

their nature. He also intends long- 

er runs, instead of alteration, so as 

to allow a hit to grow in pull and 

boxoffice 

Julien will also arrange for top 

foreign troupes and visiting alien 

stars at the Opera. Maria Callas is 

already pencilled in for next sea- | 
gon as well as Renata Tebaldi. | 
There will also be a modern ten- | 
dency in the Opera Ballet with 


Gene Kelly and Roland Petit to do 


Some entrie 

The privately operated Theatre | 
Des Champs Elysees has also set 
operas with Callas and Tebaldi 
next season as well as a full con- 
cert, operat and dance season. 
Hispano terp troupe of Antonio 
Molina will open Champs season 
Also e are Antonio, Pilar Lopez, 
Luisillio Zan and = Indian 
troupe, Sara Bai, plus the Marquis 
De Cuevas Ballet. A newly formed 
French ballet, under Jean Robin 
and Andre Coffrant, is also in 


prospec t 


‘HORSE,’ ‘CAPONE’ NEW 
HONOLULU B.0. HITS 


Honolulu, July 28. 
Two pictures of near blockbuster 
proportions are sparking the first- 
run situations here. Consolidated 


circuit's Waikiki stretched “Al 
Capone” (AA) into three profitable 
weeks, with initial week gross not 


the house record. 
Drive-ins of both Consolidated 

and Royal circuits plus Royal's 

downtown King Theatre have day- 


far below 


dated “Horse Soldiers” (UA) for 
two weeks with biz, especially at 
the temporarily-teamed rival 


drive-ins, described as “sensation- 
al.” Previous top grosser of the 
Season was “Pork Chop Hill” 
(UA). 


Mex Okays Tattoo’ Pic 
But Legiter Doubtful 


Mexico City, July 28 

While Tennessee Williams’ film 
version “The Rose Tattoo” got the 
official blessings of the Depart- 
ment of Public Entertainments 
here under “for adults only” clas- 
sification, the same office is not 
s0 sure about authorizing a Mexi- 
can translation for the stage. 

Script of play is now in hands 


of chief of the Entertainments of 
fice and it is learned that his blue 
pencil is nely active. As a 
matter of it is touch and go 
as to whet Entertainments will 
sanction presentation of play here, 
even in a thoroughly scrubbed 
version 


extre 
‘ 


COMMON MARKET UP AGAIN 


Parliamentary Group To Huddle 
At Venice Fest On Setup 


Rome, July 28. | 
The Parliamentary Group for| 
Cinematog made up of 59 | 


deputies of 
ticipating ir 
pean Parli 


various countries par- 
the permanent Euro- | 
entary Assembly, will 


hold its next meeting during this 
fall’s Venice Film Festival. 

To be discussed are the integra- 
tion of the film industries in the 
six countries participating in the 


European ( mon Market via the 
transformation ef the current bi- 
lateral co-production greements 
between member nations into “six- 
nation co-productive efforts.” Dep- 
uties will also meet with film in- 
dustry reps from all nations con- 
vened for the Venice event. 

Group is headed by Italian Sena- 
tor Enrico Carboni, with Enrico 
Giannelli acting as general secre- 
tary. 


time out to insure the French Film 
Museum (Cinematheque Francaise 
of -his backing and financial aid to 
make the museum one of the best 
in the world. It will also be in 
charge of special film clubs which 
will soon be opened all over 
France. 

The thinking is that a qualits 
audience will eventually call for 
quaiity pix. 





Threat in Mex 
Seen Fading 


Mexico City, July 28 

Most of the big film biz strike 
threat faded here with the signing 
a portion of the distributor side 
in the pix industry. It still leaves 
exhibition and production portions 
of the business yet to be acted on 
but chances of union peace loom 
favorably 

Peliculas Nacionales broke away 
from the united distributor bloc 
fighting union demands. It signed 
with the Union of Film Industry 
Workers, Section 1, granting a 
21° boost. This affects 130 dis- 
tributor workers. Further Peliculas 
Nacionales has agreed to create 
five new jobs within its offices and 
also make staggered additions in 
18 departments. 

Capitulation of Peliculas Mexi- 
canos means there will be no shut- 
down of cinemas here, even if 
American distribs persist in being 
“stubborn,” according to union 
leader Pedro Elizalde. 

Mexican films will be permitted 
to go to film houses. Peliculas 
Nacionals is reported to have more 
than enough product on hand to 
service all houses. The union has 
said all along that it has no quar- 
rel with exhibitors. 


Italo Committee Okays 
Admission Tax Slash 


Rome, July 28. 

The Italian Senate finance com- 
mittee has approved an admission 
tax reduction law, proposed some 
time back by Gabriele Semeraro, 
and since then often delayed de- 
spite strong pressure by local ex- 
hibitor and other industry sectors. 

Long-awaited relief runs from 
a 66.66°> cut on lowest 
prices to a 25° drop in-admission 
levies on top-bracketed entrants 
for an estimated total saving of 
some $9.000,000. 

While it is still too early to hear 
comments from interested indus- 
try circles, Government Under- 
secretary for Entertainment Dom- 
enico Magri pointed out that the 
Semeraro law, with subsequent 
modifications, was principally de- 
signed to aid first and subsequent- 
run houses, these having the larg- 
est turnover and feeling the 
crisis the most. However, the so- 
called ‘“‘minor exhib” sector would 
also proportionately be aided by 
the new legislation. 


Italo Pix Actors’ School 


Rome, July 28. 
A training school for young film 
actors, said to be the only commer- 








pera Houses! my 2 Songs, Quits Show 


London, July 28. 

Patricia Bredin, singing star 
of a new revue, “One To An- 
other,” at the Lyric, Hammer- 
smith, ankled the show after 
only one performance. She 
explained she had a charice of 
a film job and was also dissat- 
isfied with her material. 

I only had two numbers of 
my own to sing,” stated. the 
disgruntled Miss Bredin. 








Yank Pix Off At 
Italian Ist-Runs 


Rome, July 28. 
Key city first-run figures for 
June indicate a drop in Yank film 


| take and a consequent rise in per- 


Pix Biz Strike 


| totals for June last year. In June 


cial one in this country (Experi- | 


mental Film 
acting course) has been started 
here by Vides Film's Franco Cris- 
taldi. 


School will be based on the 
theory and experience of the N.Y. 
Actors Studio, and will have a 


basically practical slant—yourg- 
sters will be trained for actual pic 
work in Vides productions. School- 
ing is free following acceptance 
after stiff tests, and all will be 
signed by the company. School 
will be called “Lo Studio” and 
will be helmed by actor-director 


i Alessandro Fersen. 


School here has an | 


centages by other countries during 
when compared to 


the 


period, 


of this year, American product on 
the Italian first-run market (15 
keys) grossed some $844,500 as 
against better than $1,500,000 take 
for June of 1958. At the same 
time, the Yank percentage slice 
dropped from 80.52% to 57.31% 

At the same time, 
Franco-Italian 


their takes. Local-mades took in 
some $150.000 in June of this year 
for a 10.30‘ 
from last year’s 3.13°%, 
uring in Franco-Italian brings this 
gross to $181,500 and a 12.36% 
slice 

Also on the rise: German pic- 
tures, from 3% of the market in 
1958 to a whopping 12.77% this 
June. French films dropped their 
drawing power slightly since last 
year, while pix from Spain and 
other nationalities likewise went 
under 1958 figures. Single other 
exception was Britain, which 
topped last year’s 5.61% with 
8.82°> for June, 1959. 


SWEDISH ‘MONIKA’ IN 
BOTH N.Y. AND KANSAS 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
Litigated in Kansas and New 
York State for five years, the Swed- 
ish “Monika” has won the right to 
play unmolested in both states. Cen- 
sors had objected to a sleeping bag 


scene and one showing a nude from 
the rear. 
tributes. 


Pic has been twice banned here, 
but opened Friday (31) at the Star- 





| lite Drive-in outside of town, with 


ticket | 


Essanjay planning legal 
against the Chi censors. 
has also rejected, 


action 
Detroit 
though there 


too it has played suburban ozoners. | 





Greater Union (Aussie) 


Profit $500,000 in Yr. 


Sydney, July 28. 


The Greater Union Theatres’ 


‘circuit, under the guidance of the 


| occasional 


financial leader Norman Rydge, 
turned in a nifty profit of $500,000 
for the year ended last Dec. 31. 
Annual report was just released. 
Some $140,000 was set aside to 
meet any further tele opposition. 


Rydge, who has guided the loop’s | 
destiny for over 20 years, has al- | 
ways maintained that the film biz | 


would win out over all other op- 
position via modern showmanship. 
Mainstay of GUT is Columbia, with 
the Rank product next, plus an 
Universal pic, and 
Paramount in certain situations 
GUT is a 50-50 partner with Rank 


| here. 





Cromwell in Sweden, 
To Prep ‘Morals’ Pic 


Stackholm, July 28. 
Director John Cromwell is due 


| here along with scriptwriter John 


Hess around Aug. 1 for final prep- 
arations before starting to film “A 
Matter of Morals” (Fortress Pro- 
duction), 

The American-abroad subject 
will have Robert Webber in the 
lead. He will be supported by 
Swedish actresses Maj-Britt Nils- 
son and Eva Dahlbeck and Danish 
actor Mogens Wieth. Shooting 
will start Sept. 1. 


Italian and | 
pix benefited from | 
reported Yank weakness by raising | 


cut of the market, up | 
while fig- | 


Essanjay Films, Chi, dis- | 





France at Moscow Fest 





Paris, July 28 
France will attend the Moscow 
| Film Fest officially It opens 
next week. Culture Ménister 


Andre Malraux 
first film, “La Sentence,” 
| Valere, as the official French 
entry. A strong French pic per- 
sonality contingent will also make 
the Soviet trek. 

“Sentence” is about a group of 
resistance heroes awaiting execu- 
|tion during the oceupation of 
| France. Two French pix are prob- 
| ably going along as special Soviet 


has designated a 
of Jean 


invites. They are Alain Resnais’ 
“Hiroshima Mon Amour,” shown 
out of competition at the Cannes 


Film Fest, and the Comedie-Fran- 
caise filming of “The Marriage ot 
Figaro.” 


fF oreign Films 
Perking Up In 
Aussie Market 


Sydney, July 28 

The rapid upbeat in foreign pix 
biz in the keyers here is causing 
amazement among cinema opera- 
tors playing to dwindling patron- 
age with run-of-the-mill product. 

This key city shortly will have 
four houses devoted to foreign 
flins with the takeover of the 
World by the Dawson-Sellick inter- 
ests from Virgona group and the 
introduction of a four-a-day policy. 
D-S operates the Savoy here, and 
also a Melbourne house. Combo 
is in the happy position of import- 
ing its own product in addition to 
hookups with other major foreign 
importers 

Greater Union Theatres has two 
foreign houses here, with Metro 
also operating a foreigner in the 
King’s Cross zone. Melbourne has 
three foreign pix theatres, with 
independents running to one each 
in Adelaide and Perth. 

Huge influx of foreign migrants 
here is the reputed reason for the 
upswing in the foreign-language 
ibiz. Independent suburban show- 
men, who once regarded the for- 
eign-made pic as boxoffice poison, 
are now dating the product in 
those zones where the migrant 
population has increased and se- 


curing good trade. The top star 
with all types here is Brigitte 
Bardot 


German producers have been 
putting out feelers for several 
months seeking a regular distribu- 
tion output via German commer- 
cial interests. The Russians, now 
that Australia has resumed dip- 
lomatic relations with the Soviet, 
are also keen to secure an outlet 


Foreign clubs here have landed 


heavy coin with 16m language pix 
Apart from a good flow of Ital- 
fan-made pix, several Greek pix 
have been steered around special 
localities. 


British Prods. Rap Nat'l 
Film Finance’s Report 


London, Aug. 4 

Comments made in the annual 
report of the National Film Fin- 
ance Corp., and more particularly 
a subsequent editorial in The 
Times suggesting that the time had 
come to call a halt to the NFFC’s 
activities, have been bringing pro- 
tests in print from film-makers 
here. 

Two letters, 





one from indie pro- 
ducer Herbert Wilcox and the 
other signed on behalf of British 
Lion Films Ltd. by Roy Boulting, 
John Boulting, Frank Launder and 





Sidney Gilliat, that produc- 
tion was commercially sound and 
that more yovernment help, not 
less, ought to given in the 
shape of abolition of the admis- 
sions tax 

Wilcox slammed the suggestion 


in the report that extravagant stat 
and technician salaries were at 
fault, pointing out that a star can 
only be paid in relation to his or 


British Pix Industry Delegation To ‘ 
Moscow Fest Will Seek Russo Dates 


London, July 28 
The British film industry dele- 


gation to the Moscow Film Fest 
opening Aug. 3, has put in a re- 
quest for two meetings with Rus- 


sians responsible for booking and 
distribution. Move is a measure of 
the importance Britain is placing 
on the opportunities offered by the 
Soviet show to get a more substan- 
tial foothold in some 69,000 cine- 
mas or small halls in that country. 

One of the big problems to be 
tackled at the get-togethers is the 
present difficulty of getting money 
out of the USSR. In the words of 
Arthur Watkins, head of the Brit- 
ish Film Producers Assn., this will 
be “items one, two and three on 
the agenda.” Also to be discussed 
obviously will be the kind of pic- 


tures that Russians like and the 
possibility of producing more of 
same in Britain. 

British distribs have been re- 


sponding reasonably well, consid- 
ering the comparatively short time 
they've had to prepare for the fest, 
to the Russians’ offer to make 


| available eight preview theatres for 


the screening of pix other than 
the official entry, “A Cry From 
The Streets,” which will be shown 
in a 1,200-seater ‘inside the 
Kremlin 

In addition to “Room At Top,” 
which has been subtitled in Rus- 
sian for such a “trade-showing,” 
there'll be “The Tommy Sieele 
Story” and three of the half-hour 
“Scotland Yard” series distributed 
here by Anglo-Amalgamated. The 
Associated British group, which 
is sending a substantial personuel 
force to Moscow, is also choosing 
a pic or pictures for similar pre- 
viewing. 

Nearly 40 British reps are now 
skedded to travel to Mescow be- 
tween Aug. 3 and 17, including 
Thorold Dickinson, head eof the 
United Nations film section in 
N. Y., who's a member of the jury. 
Biggest contingent will come from 
ABPC, which will host a party on 
Aug. 7. 

Another underlining to the al- 
ready evident emphasis which Brite 
ish producers are placing on Mos- 
cow came when BFPA president 
Watkins called a conference of na- 
tional and trade press reps to elab- 
orate on plans. Questioned on the 
adequacy of the representation by 
artists, Watkins said he was happy 
ABPC was sending such a large 
party and that stars such as Laue 
rence Olivier, Sir Alec Guinness 
and Vivien Leigh had been ap- 
proached, but that prior commit- 
ments forbade their accepting. 

Biggest thesp name so far set in 
this year’s contingent is Richard 
Todd, who goes as a guest of honor 
invited by the Moscow fest 
authorities. 


MEX DUCKS MOSCOW FEST 





Gev't Will Send No Official 
Deiegation To Russo Film Show 


Mexico City, July 28. 


While denying any political 


| motives for shunning the Moscow 


Film Festival, the Mexican govern- 
ment has announced there will be 
no official delegation to this event 
Excuse is that Russia is too far 
away and that the government can- 
not afford expensive plane fares 
and added expenses of an official 
junket. But it’s reported that Mexi- 
co is “embarrassed” at the invite 
and is diplomatically sidestepping 


| any political complications by stay- 


ing away. 
Other “private citizens” who are 
going on to Moscow include pro- 


ducer Sergio Kogan, who made 
“Our Hungry Days,” which rep- 


resents Mexico at the fest; direc- 
tor Rogelio Gonzalez and actress 
Rosita Quintana. The Film Bureau 
disclaims that this trie acts in any 
official capacity. 

Federico Heuer, head of the 
Film Bank, politely declined his 
invite because of the press of cur- 
rent industry problems. The Mexi- 


}can Assn. of Film Producers, Na- 


tional Assn. of Actors (ANDA) and 


her b.o. draw. Other indies also! the Film Bureau, all also receiving 
have joined in the letter writing Russian invites, did nothing about 
| forming an accredited delegation. 


jto the dailies. 
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SCREEN DATES GOAD TV BUYER 








Amusement Stock Quotations 


Week Ended Tues. (4) 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1959 Net 
High Low *Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in100s High Low Close for wk. 
2318 1854 ABC Vending. 48 2258 2214 2212 + &% 
307s 20'2 Am Br-Par Th 590 307% 2918 295% — % 
8844 6114 Ampex 199 87 8214 8434 —2 
4834 35 CBS = 133 4673 4514 4573 + 12 
2444 #17 Col Pix 187 2312 22's 2214 — 2 
21% 171% Deeca....... 93 2074 2 2918 — 5 
5912 395s Disney 86 4334 40'4 41 —255 
8733 75 Eastman Kdk 245 97 94'4 96 — 4% 
914 6'2 EMI 569 758 654 718 + 12 
29°24 1313 Glen Alden. .2053 29 2514 2744 +15 
37 27°4 Loew’s Inc. 160 3158 31 311% 
1714 10!2 Loew’s Thea. 162 1578 1518 1514 — le 
1344 973 Nat. Thea. 503 1334 1228 13"8 +1lig 
5073 44 Paramount .. 25 4714 462 46) 2 — le 
3634 21 Philco - 318 2834 26!2 2658 —134 
15154 9614 Polaroid - 115 147 139 14614 +6%4 
71 a 384 6778 6458 6478 —255 
117% 82 Republic --.. 68 101% 978 10 
147— 1312 Rep., pfd. . 4 1478 14'2 1434 — % 
40%. 18 Stanley War. 696 4012 3714 3758 —\%4 
3342 2412 Storer 7 31 30%s8 3058 — 58 
4312 36 20th-Fox 159 3938 3712 3834 +116 
3214 24%s United Artists 138 Site 30°38 3054 + % 
297% «27 Univ., Pix 7 27\s 27 2718 — 53 
84 72 Univ., pfd. ..*130 7312 77 7812 + IQ 
48 24°, Warner Bros. 127 475s 4614 47 — % 
13624 92'2 Zenith 281 12042 116'2 11658 —2'8 
American Siock Exchange 
538 373 Allied Artists 44 5 4%4 424 — 1s 
1214 742 Buckeye Corp. 18 855 8's3 84 —% 
7 2!, Cinerama Inc. 218 5's 4% 47% le 
297— 15'% Desilu Prods. 62 19 185s 18\%4 — % 
978 6 DuMont Lab. 124 773 Tle 72 — 48 
934 6 Filmways 19 6%4 6° 6" — ls 
3 15g Guild Films 236 2's 2's 2's 
1044 75s Nat'l Telefilm 26 10/58 97s 97% 
1034 5%s Sk/atron 59 6°38 6's 6's —\% 
97% 6°, Technicolor 110 748 7's T's 
7's 453 Tele Indus 26 43% 453 45% — 1s 
22% 9 Teleprompter 15 20's 1914 19 —1 
1473 7 Trans-Lux 15 12°s8 1153 1158 — %4 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
ee GE, 4... ccs s chow uae 08s 17% 2'8 — 34 
ee EE ee ee ee ee 235 23% 
CE NS §. vac cteuceertaviessoneuseds 1% 1% 
DE CE. oc oocsccnseecece 2 233 : 
Metropolitan Broadcasting .............- 178 1758 — 13 
Berebem COE... . we ccc wwe ceseccseoeore 2 4 —l 
Sierting Television .. ....cccc.ccccccceres 178 2 4 
U. A. Theatres ince. ae 912 2 





* Week Ended Monday (3) 
t Actual Volume . 
(Courtesy of Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc.) 
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' Amusement Stock Buys, Sells 


ek 
5% 


Washington, Aug. 4 

Sizable deals in Columbia Pictures, Decca and Loew’s Theatre stocks 
were among major transactions reported in latest Securities & Ex- 
change Commission summary for June 11-July 10 period. 

Tisch Buy-In of Loew's 

Tisch Hotels Inc. amassed 89,700 more shares of Loew's Theatres to 
up its common holdings to 340,100. Universal Pictures continued piling 
up Decca common with another 28,900-share acquisition for a total of 


229,500. 
Fico and Columbia 

In Columbia Pictures, Fico Corp. bought 20,000 additional common 
shares, and Samuel J. Briskin, 2,000. This gives Fico a 117.430 total, 
and Briskin, 2,050. Schwartz & Frohlich got rid of its entire lot of 
2,042 shares. Other transactions: 

Allied Artists:—Roger W. Hurlock purchased 500 common shares to 
add to the 17,600 he already had, and Albert Zugsmith acquired an- 
other 3,000 for a total of 93,800. 

American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres: 
bought 500 shares to double his holdings. 


— Chester Gersten 


Filmways Inc.—William Cowan bought his first 500 shares; Richard | 


B. Sage dropped 400, leaving him with 8,840, and Al Simon added 500 
shares for a total of 1,000. 

Loew’s Inc.—George Killion acquired 500 common shares, giving 
him an even 10,000. This was in May but unreported by SEC at that 
time. 

Motion Picture Investors Inc.—Byron Spencer disposed of all 575 
shares, while his Spencer Investment Co. picked up 288, its first com- 
mon stock holdings. 

National Telefilm Associates:—Previously unreported January, Feb- 
ruary and March deals involved acquisition by Jonny Graff of 3,300 


common shares, and his disposal of 1,000, giving him a final total of | 


4,600. 

National Theatres Inc.:—Gerald Cantor bought 2,400 more common 
shares, hiking his holdings to 102,400. Cantor, Fitzgerald & Co. added 
3,100 for a 18,100 total. Burt Kleiner increased his ownership to 15,- 
000 shares by buying another 3,000 

Paramount Pictures Corp.:—George Weltner bought 200 shares to 
give him 445 in ail 

Radio Corp. cf America:—John Q. Cannon got 400 fer a total of 858; 
George W. Chane, 400 additional for a 418 total; Robert A. Seidel, 
4,000 more, hiking his ownership to 4,500, and Theodore A. Smith, 
2,000 more for a 2,743 total. David Sarnoff sold $17,200 in 342° con- 
vertible debentures. 

Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp.:—James A. Van Fleet increased 
his holdings to 500 common shares by getting hold of an additional 200. 

United Artists:—Leon Goldberg bought his first 100 common shares 

Universal Pictures Co.:—Nate J. Blumberg, John J. O'Connor and 


Budd Rogers bought in with 100 shares apiece. 


BEANIE SCHUBERT 
VS. ‘RESISTANCE’ 


An independent distributor of | 
feature films to television, finding 
resistence in certain tv markets to | 








product other than that from eel 
| jor company libraries, is utilizing | 
| theatrical distribution as a wedge 
|to break into these video terrt- | 
tories. Armed with a package of | 
some 40 films made after 1948, the | 
majority consisting of films pro-| 
duced after 1955, Bernard Schu- 
bert Inc. is offering these pix to | 
theatres in the territories that 


| 
| have turned them down for tv ex- | 
| 
| 


posure. 

Schubert’s package _ consists 
mainly of British and Anglo- 
American co-productions. The pix 
were picked up from_ various | 


sources, including British Lion of 
Great Britain. Most of the films | 
| have either not been released the- 
atrically in the U. S. or have had 
Lonly limited engagements. They 
consist Of such films, for example, 
as “Never Take No for an Answer,” | 
based on a Paul Gallico story; “Vi- | 
olent Stranger,” starring Zachary 
|Scott: “Josephine and the Men,” 
jand “The Secret Men,” starring 
Marshall Thompson. Many of the 
pix, especially the Anglo-American | 
co-productions, star American per- 
formers 
Showing 'Em, Two Ways 

Schubert feels that if*he can ob- | 
tain theatrical dates in the tv mar- 
kets which have nixed the pic-} 
tures, he can build up interest in 
the properties among video buy- 
ers. “If the picture plays locaily 
in a theatre.” he declared, “I feel | 
I can strengthen my hand in seli- | 
ing to tv.” 

Schubert's organization, with 16 | 
| salesman on the road, has already 
|sueceeded in placing theatrical | 
| dates in some eight markets. Schu- 
bert uses the same salesmen that 
peddle his films to tv and there- 
fore has no added expense for the 
theatrical sales. Similarly, he pre- | 
pares a pressbook for the tv sales | 
| and is able to adapt the same pro- 
| motional material for the theatri- 
cal field. He limits his print orders 
to the number of theatre dates 
| that are obtained. Usually, the pix 
that play theatres are not shown 
on tv for at least 90 days. In some 
cases, the time between the theat- 
| rical date and the tv exposure may 
be as long as 12 months. On a few 
occasions, deals are made simul- 
taneously with theatres and tv sta- 
tions. However, delivery of the 
| pix to the tv outlets is staggered 
|to give the theatre the advantage. | 

Schubert is realistic about the 
potential of the theatrical market. 
|He does not envision a bonanza | 
lin film rentals, but feels if he 
'ean get a gross of $30,000 to $40,- | 
000 a picture, he’s doing well. 
Combining this income with what 
he hopes to obtain from television, | 
he believes. if he’s lucky, he can | 
get a combined income of $100,000 | 
a picture from theatres and tv. 
Sam Gang, Schubert's foreign | 
sales chief, is seeking similar deals 
abroad. 


| 





— 








New Life-Lines | 


| 





=a Continued from page 3 eee 


in the event that the theatricals 
lose out in fiscal impact. 
Particularly riling to the “pio- 
neers” is the prominence which tv | 
is getting in press coverage (much 


of it realtistic) of Hollywood's 
modern times occupauon. A re- 
scent Associated Press dispatch 


from the Coast, as printed in the 
New York World-Telegram & Sun, 
was headed, “Films for TV Now 
Supporting Studios.” This indeed 
was a blow to the diehard filmite 
whose body and soul for so many 
'years had drawn sustenance from 
pictures for theatres. And one 
might shudder in contemplating | 
| what, say, the late Louis B. Mayer 
might think about this kind of sit- 
| uation. 


AB-PT Ending Pfd. Stock 


Buys in 225,028 From E. J. Noble Estate 





La Reine—En Francaise 
Ottawa, Aug 4 
French-language version of 
National Film Board's 30-min- 
ute documentary, in color, of 
the current Royal visit, “Royal 
River,” will be “Un Fleuve 
Souverain.” 
Except for commentary and 
titles, both versions will be 
identical. 








Plot UA’s Intl. 
Ballyhoolics 


United Artists’ first international 
promotisnal and sales conference, 
aiming to strengthen and unify the 
company’s worldwide approach to 
film merchandising, got under way 
in N.Y. yesterday (Tues.). Confabs, 
broken down into a series of work 


sessions, will last through Aug. 10 


Powwow sees UA’s publicity men 
from Paris, London and Frankfurt 
huddling with the domestic and 
foreign brass in an intensive effort 


to nammer out a plan of operation | 
that will do justice to the inter-| 


national concept of merchandising 
which UA now envisions for its 
product. 

Program is being supervised by 
Mort Nathanson, newly-appointed 
director of international advertis- 
ing and publicity. He's functioning 
under Roger H. Lewis, v.p. in 
charge of ad-pub and exploitation 

Arnold Picker, UA’s v.p. in 


| charge of foreign operations; Wil- 


liam J. Heineman, sales v.p., and 
Max E. Youngstein, UA v.p., will 
address the meetings and outline 
thoughts looking to the accomplish- 
ment of global integration both of 
sales and merchandising policies. 
Sessions will be devoted also to a 
modus operandi on the integration 
of all of UA's activities, from films 
to television, music and records 
“One facet of the conferences 
concerns itself with exploring the 
special needs that exist abroad,” 
Lewis said. “We want to find out 
what these needs are and how we 
can best meet them. It works the 
other way ‘round, too. There are 
certain things which our foreign 
branches can contribute by way of 
ideas. But, basically, it is an effort 
to see what materials and tech- 
niques can be developed and are 


| applicable on given pictures inter- 


nationally. This we've never done 
before.” 

Lewis added that, In his experi- 
ence, what's a good practice in 
the U.S. often works equally well 
in attracting audiences abroad, and 
he noted that, increasingly—as in 
the case of “Solomon and Sheba” 
—films may be opening abroad be 
fore they bow in the States 

Coming in from Europe for the 
meetings are Charles Smadja, UA 


|v.p. and one of the partners; Giu 


lio Ascarelli, UA’s European pub 


| licity chief headquartering in Par 


is; Francis Winicus, European as- 
sistant to Youngstein; Karl Schef- 
fler, the German publicity topper 
and Joe Pole, UA's British tub- 
thumper. Moe Rothman, recently 
in from Paris and now a home- 
office exec, is participating as are 
Maurice Segal, UA’s Coast rep; 
Louis Lober, v.p. of the foreign de 
partment with N.Y. headquarters, 
James R. Velde, sales v.p., etc 
What UA is trying to do via find 
ing the “common denominator” in 
international film merchandising 
isn’t new, but it’s never been 
tackled before with such determi- 
nation or on such a scope. Other 
companies have tried it, usually on 
specific pictures only and never as 


ja coordinated effort. 


For $4,634,014 





American Broadcasting -Para- 


mount Theatres, aiming to com- 
pletely eliminate its preferred 
|} stock issue in a capitalization 


shrinkage program, has purchased 
225,028 shares of the 5° issue held 
by the estate of Edward J. Noble 
and 15,700 shares held by the Ed- 
ward John Noble Foundation. In 
buying out the Noble interests AB- 
PT paid a total of $4,634,014 
Noble, who died last year, was 
an AB-PT director and chairman 
of the corporation's finance com- 
mittee, which posts he took over 
upon the merger of the ABC net- 


| work with Par Theatres. He re- 
|}ceived the AB-PT stock in ex- 
change for his holdings in ABC. 


AB-PT paid at the rate of $19.25 
per share for the Noble preferred. 
At the same time the company 
placed a bid on the New York 
Stock Exchange to buy in any or 
all of the remaining 78,531 shares 
now outstanding at the same per- 
share price. 

In addition to simplifying the 
capital structure, AB-PT obviously 
wants to do away with dividend 

‘requirements. The 5% issue pays 
$1 per year. 


Adaptor, Wald 
Hassle on Screen 
‘Winesburg, Ohio’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 

A battle began to unfold over 
the weekend around film rights to 
Sherwood Anderson's “Winesburg, 
Ohio.” Brought into the open by 
an announcement from the Mirisch 
Co. that it had acquired screen 
rights to the stories, the impending 
fight pitted producer Jerry Wald, 
who a year ago revealed his own 
pluns to film “Winesburg,” and 
playwright Christopher Sergel, 
who penned the recent legit ver- 
sion of the Anderson work 


Sergel acquired rights to 
“Winesburg” from original au- 
thor’s widow and, following his 


own stage adaptation, entered talks 
with Wald anent filmization of the 
property. “We have a letter con- 
firming a deal,” Wald said over 
the weekend, declaring he intends 
suing Sergel to make him deliver 
the property. In response, Sergel 
claimed Wald “overstated the 
case,” explaining negotiations were 
carried on for a year but that 
there was never any confirmation 
of a deal. 

“We were never paid a penny,” 
Sergel said, “and when we finally 
got a contract to sign, we took it 
to the motion picture negotiator 
for The Authors’ League, and he 
had 30 objections to it.” Play- 
wright’s attorneys asked Wald's 
attorneys for some relief in pact’s 
provisions, and, according to Ser- 
gel, they received the following 
message from Wald’s lawyer, Ger- 
ald Lipsky: “After discussing the 
matter with my client, I am au- 
thorized to inform you that if your 
clients desire to continue negotia- 


tions, they should find another 
purchaser with whom to negoti- 
ate.” Wald acknowledged yester- 


day that such a letter was sent but 
that more correspondence followed 
and that a subsequent letter was 
sent to Sergel, agreeing to all his 
points 

Wald explained his dealings for 
“Winesburg” were with the Wil- 
liam Morris Agency which, at the 
time, represented Sergel. “When 
we had agreed on all points and 
then found that Sergel changed 
agents (to Ashley-Steiner), we be- 
came suspicious and found a deal 
wes being negotiated with the 
Mirischs through Ashley-Steiner.” 
Sergel declared he switched from 
William Morris to Ashley-Steiner 
because the former agency could 
find no alternatives to signing with 
Wald despite adaptor’s feeling 
\“the contract was a bad one.” 








blue 
- denim 


FIRST 5 DAYS WORLD PREMIERE 
ENGAGEMENT, VICTORIA THEATRE, 
NEW YORK BIGGER TnAN 2Uns 
BIGGEST ATTRACTION EVER! NEXT WATCH 
BLUE DENIM Al TUX BEVERLY, 
~ LAL STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO! SOON AT 
THE NATION'S FEST — 


why the hottest s —_ 
ihe vel cheats the 20th su 





















- 


Wednesday, August 5, 1959 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 17 





TOA Boasts 60% of U.S. Houses 


With the establishment of affiliates in Maryland and Mississippi 
recently, Theatre Owners of America now boasts that more than 
60% of U.S. theatreowners are members of the organization. Ac- 
cording to prexy George G. Kerasotes, the exhibitor organization 
experienced its greatest growth in recent history in the fiscal 


period which ended last June 30. 


Dues payments in the fiscal year were said to have been 22% 


ahead of the 1957-58 stanza. 


Kerasotes 


indicated that with 26 


state and regional units, TOA now has more dues paying mem- 
bers than ever before in its 12-year history. 
TOA has been active recently in recruiting small theatres in 


small towns, and as a result of 


the campaign, it’s said that the 


small theatre members outnumber the larger companies on TOA’s 


roster 








‘Fugitive’ Rep Answers Albany Reporter 








New York. 
Editor, VARIETY 
Knickerbocker 
porter William Ingram 
July 15 
ability 


Albany) re- 
in VARIETY, 
heatedly protests his in- 


News 


to gather news recently in 
Milton, N. Y., on the filming of 
“The Fugitive Kind.” His accur- 
acy in reporting the events that oc- 
some questions about 


curred raise 
tions as a reporter. 


his qualifications 
s erroneous quota- 
publicist that “all 
already had 


First, as to 
tion of the unit 





the papers int area 
been given e brush virtuaily 
every newspa} in the area—in- 
cluding th Newburgh News, | 
Poughkeepsie New Yorker and Mil- 
ton-Marlboro paper—had run ex- 
tensive text photo coverage 
of f I 1 week before we 
yt » first knock from Knicker- 
bock 
In idition, we had made ef- 
f s to i ) newsmen fron 
f t Visitors had in- 
t it s of VARIETY 
I H Ne York Time 
R ard Na J Serell Hil! 
n and Co lark Nichols 
Of a Ingram ha 
eon e know 
I $s Z begi 
} > Knoicke 
l p rning pho! 
‘ t day ol a 
Albany 
© i Ne 
bi now Tues 
c 1 i eportelr 
i I in ed 
publicist 
filming 
\ l ! t and virtually 
pany would 
t the, 
I l Gawn tha 
a I to inte 
I Lo iph 
t 
At nig n shootir be- | 
gar t ed Main Street | 
of Miltor é Reporter In- 
’ nd I tographer Paley for 
the first t They were already 
ul r spent the day 
in d 
The upcoming setup involved 
Joan Woodward and Marlon 
Brando. Beca of the physical 
compactness «| the setup, there 
Was room for only working crew 


near the camera. Furthermore, as 
Paley intended to shoot with flash, 
we had to ask him to at least move 
back to the police lines a short 
distance away. We also offered to 
have the unit photographer—who 
was sheoting with existing light— 
film anything they needed. under 
supervision of Reporter Ingram, 
and to forward the film to Albany. 
They ke that idea; Ingram 


didn't lil 
said that he would gather his in- 


formation, and Paley said he'd 
shoot from further back. 
Miss Woodward was preparing 


for the scene 
imagine sees 
off-camera To Ingram’s prac- 
ticed eye, as stated in his letter, it 
looked simply as if she was “wan- 
dering around, drinking coffee.” 
Anyway, she interrupted her prep- 
arations to talk with him. The unit 
publicist explained that the time 
would be limited: the interview 
lasted several minutes, ending 
when lingram ran out of such 
questions as “do you think you'll 
come back and live around here 
sometime?” 


Ingram’s later quote in the let- 
ter describing his Albany paper as 
“not worth a row of snap-beans” is 
accurate by the way. But it was at- 
tributed to the. wrong person: pub- 
licist Jerry Ludwig didn’t say it; 
Reporter Ingram did, in a feeble 
baiting attempt at building his Fed- 
eral case. The 
break in any publication is worth- 


in which she had to 
Brando dying 


she 


intimation that a/ 


1 less in a film campaign was imme- 

diately denied by the unit publi- 
cist. 

They left shortly after, again re- 
fusing the offer to have closer, non- 
flash photos supplied to them. 

As they left, several members 
of the crew, including assistant di- 
rector Charles Maguire, aproached 


the unit publicist to find out what | 


Ingram had been up to. They said 
they had run across him recently 
on the Hudson location of “Odds 
Against Tomorrow” and had found 
him to be a disrupting, dismaying 
reporter and something of a 
troublemaker 
Apparently they were right. 
Jerry Ludwig, 
(Unit man for 
“The Fugitive Kind.”) 


Russia, Poland A 


? For ‘On Beach’ 


Stanley Kramer's “On the Beach 
will definitel have its glob 
premiere in at least 22 key cities 
and capitals on Dec. 17. The o 
countries still in question are Po 


land and Russia. 
» actual theatres have been 
the 22 cities, in 
ituations have yet to 
instance, there'll b 
k opening, but nothi 
s definite yet re the theatre ir 
yived 
Poland anc Russia are the o1 
two countries in the Soviet orbit 
United Artists plans to 


release 


set In some of 


where 


preem its 


Where, in some houses, “Beach” 
will open and continue to run, 
others it'll preem on a one-night 


That’s because, in the 
concerned, it’s a bad 
season for releasing major picture 

Warsaw and Moscow dates won't 
be set until a print of the Stanls 
Warner picture is available fo 
screening both locally and at the 
State Dept 


stand only 


councries 


| °_« " 
Mexico’s Rubio Ready 

To Shoot ‘Trotsky’ 

Mexico City, July 28 
Mexican producer Olallo Rubio 
jis ready to shoot “The Death of 
| Trotsky,” film based on the as- 
| sassination of the Russian political 
exile of about two decades ago 
This will be a controversial theme 
|since script will include scenes 
|with personalities still alive such 
|as David Alfaro Siqueiros, as well 
as the deceased Diego Riveria, and 
top Mexican politicians of the era 
Rubio says that his special treat- 
jment will not offend any living 
persons. 

Producer wants Jack Palance in 
jthe role of Jacques Mornard, the 
| assassin, and is carrying on long- 
| distance negotiations with the ac- 
'tor. Shooting will be entirely in 
Mexico. 


| 





Directors’ Owa Picks 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 

Screen Directors Guild, which 
earlier in year nominated four fea- 
tures for Directorial Achievement 
in 1959, has nominated an addition- 
al six for its annual award, to be 
presented early next year. 

Features and their directors in- 


rected by Richard Fleischer, as- 
sistant, Ben Kadish; 
Anne Frank” (20th), George Ste- 
vens, David Hall; “A Hole in the 
Head” (Sincap-UA), Frank Capra, 
Art Black-Jack Berne; “The Horse 
Soldiers” (Mirisch-UA), John Ford, 
Wingate Smith; “The Nun's Story” 
(WB), Fred Zinnemann, Charles 
Hansen; “Some Like It Hot” (Ash- 





| ton-UA), Billy Wilder, Sam Nelson. 


clude “Compulsion” (20th-Fox), di- | 


“Diary of | 


Twin Cities An Amusement Cornucopia 


Yet ‘Right’ Pictures Still Make It Big 








To Plug Pan-Am Games 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Mayor Richard J. Daley is mak- 
ing a filmed pitch to Chicagoans 
for support of the Pan-American 
|Games to be played here in Au- 
|gust. Three-minute short, kicking 
loeff Friday (31) on downtown 
screens, superimposes the chief 
exec over shots of earlier Pan-Am 
contests 

Briefie, paid for by the local 
picture industry, was made by Fil- 
mack. 


Metro Producing 


| 





9 for Continent 


Stepping up its foreign produc- 
activities, Metro has closed 
to produce nine pictures 
aimed primarily for 


tion 
deals 


abroad 


| will be niade in England, three in 
| Germany and two in Spain. 

The agreements, 
ropean producers 
were closed recently 
meetings in London, 


and directors, 
following 
Paris and 


Berlin between production chief 
Sol C. Siegel and the European 
film-makers. Siegel, who just re- 
turned from a _ tiree-week trip 
abroad, met in Paris with Loew's 
prexy J ph R. Vogel, Loew's In- 
ternational v.p. Maurice Silver- 
teir ind regional director fer 
Europe David Lewis to complete 


he plans for the foreign produc- 
tion programs 

The pix to be made~in England 
will be filmed at Metro’s London 
studios and will be filmed during 


the next six months. All the pic- 
tures to be made abroad are 
planned for release by Metro in 


countries of origin and possi- 
bly world-wide 

“The Day the Bank of England 
Was Robbed,” to be produced by 
Jules Buck, has been set as the first 
of the four British projects to start 
at the London studios. On the spot 
supervisor of the European pro- 
will be Larry Bachman, 

ho joined Metro recently as pro- 
duction representative for Europe. 


a tions 


Bachman conferred with Siegel in 
London where the former head- 
quarters. 


i 


made with Eu- | 


|Mayor on Theatre Screens! Make More, They Spend | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

A factor in the generally 
healthy Minnesota boxoffice so 
far this summer is the state's 
upped personal income, it’s be- 
ing pointed out by Frank 
Mantzke, North Central Allied 
president. 

It has been 8° higher than 
for the corresponding period a 
year ago, according to Mant- 
zke’s figures 

For example, he says it 
jumped this May from $524.- 
700,000 the corresponding 1958 
month to $566,500,000, provid- 
ing that much additional en- 
tertainment purchasing power. 

The increase in neighboring 
North Dakota and South Da- 
kota is 3.2% and 4.8%, respec- 
tively, the Mantzke compila- 
| tions show. 


Disney 9 Months 
Profit, $2,306,497 


Walt Disney Productions had a 
net profit of $2,366,497, or $1.50 
per share, for the nine months 
(40 weeks) ended July 4. This com- 
pares with earnings of $2,900,094 
or $1.89 per share, for the corre- 
sponding period last year. 

However, while the nine month 
the third 


increased 











the | 
Continentai market. Four pictures | 


period was off, 
of 1959 
amounting to 93c per share, com- 
pared with 83c for the third quar- 


quarter 


brought profit, 


ter of 1958, president Roy O. Dis- 
ney reported 

Consolidated gross for the new 
nine-month period rose to $39,- 
363,155, representing a gain of 
$5,031,023 over last year. Disney 
said film rentals accounted for 


with 


$4,057,491 of 
the rentals from 


the increase, 
“Sleeping Beauty’ 
eleeping beauty 


providing about half of the in- 
crease This cartoon feature is 
now expected to recover its costs 


and show a small profit, Disney 
stated 

Television income was off $668,- 
268 while Disneyland Park was up 
$1,460,786 Other enterprises, 
such as character merchandising, 
publications, music and’ records 
gained $181,014 


Dick Einfeld Favors ‘Positivization 


Doubts Showmanship of Attempts to Capitalize On 
Racial Bias and Similar Social Themes 


eagerness to 
cash in on controversy, has over- 
stressed the negative, independent 
producer Richard Einfeld suggest- 


Hollywood, in its 


od in N. Y. last week. He added 
that, in doing this, the industry 
had failed to meet its social re- 


sponsibilities. 

Einfeld, son of 20th-Fox ad-pub 
v.p. Charles Einfeld, said he him- 
self would be quite willing to 
tackle controversial themes, “but I 
would never capitalize on negative 
problems to make an extra buck. 
I wouldn't make horror pictures, 
or films on juvenile delinquency 
lor any other theme that spotlights 
the minority or hits the majority.” 
| The way Einfeld sees it, Holly- 


wood has a definite responsibility, | 


particularly considering its tre- 
mendous influence. At the same 


time, it can meet this responsibil- | 


ity most effectively by stressing 


the positive. 


“T don’t agree with | 


pictures like ‘Gentlemen's Agree- | 


ment’ or ‘Pinky,’” he said. “I don’t 
think audiences can identify with 
that sort of treatment. 

“I’m much more in favor of the 
‘soft sell.’ Show the positive. Show 
the fact that there are Negro cow- 
|boys in the west, don’t make an 
|issue of it, and the point will be 
|far more effective. Prejudice can’t 
| be changed over night and particu- 
|Jarly not by highlighting the nega- 
itive angle.” 

Having completed “The Oregon 


Traii” for 20th release (it opens 
in Portland Aug. 12), Einfeld’s next 
picture will be “False Echo,” a 
}yarn about labor-management re- 
lations in the Harlan County dis- 
trict of Kentucky. Film will be 
shot on location in Harlan and, 
according to Einfeld, will deal 
'“honestly” with the various issues 
involved. “We've been promised 
cooperation from all sides,” the 
producer reported. “Of course, we 
won't show strikes and bloody vio- 
lence just to get some action on 
the screen. I want a true picture.” 

Einfe!d acknowledged that few 
pictures on labor-management re- 
lations have been made in the 
| past, and that one of the reasons 


| for this was the problem of making 


a film that would do justice to 
both sides. Einfeld has no release 
deal yet on “False Echo.” 
Having turned out “Oregon 
Trail” for 750,000, 
stressed the need for films with 
lower budgets and “pseudo” name 
stars. “You don’t have to spend 


| $2,000,000 or $4,000,000 to make a 


| good picture,” 





he said. “It’s the 
story that really counts. 
ingenuity. There should no longer 
be that reliance on the old tech- 
niques. Preparation, thorough ad- 
vance preparation, is the key. I 
think only the independents today 
deal intelligently with the ques- 
tion of costs. The majors generally 
spend too much for what they get 
out of it.” 


Einfeld | 


That and | 


. By ROBERT REES 
St. Paul, Aug. 4 
Twin Cities’ exhibitors find 


themselves confronted with a rec- 
ordbreaking amount of summer 
counter-attractions along with vari- 
ous other increasing handicaps, 
making their going more difficult 
than ever, it's peinted out by Frank 
Mantzke, North Central Allied 
president, who believes the situa- 
tion is worse for them than thea- 
treowners in most other areas. 

At the same time, however, 
Mantzke says he's encouraged by 
the fact that, in the face of such a 
condition, outstanding pictures, al- 
}most without exception, still seem 
| able to come through respectabiy, 
| if not better than that, at the 
| twins’ boxoffice. 
| Mantzke doesn’t even mention 
television, soaring living costs, 
j}higher taxes and rising consumer 
auto and other installment pay- 
) ment requirements which, of 
|course, bedeveil theatreowners 

throughout the nation. 

But he believes the Minneapolis 
and St. Paul exhibitors, also sad- 
died with daylight saving time in 
a northerly region for the third 
successive summer, deserve spe- 
|cial sympathy and censideration 
“because they're undoubtedly ‘up 
against’ more competition for the 
;public time and _ entertainment 
dollar than ever before.” In this 
respect, he is certain, they’re worse 
off than theatreowners in most 
other metropolitan centers and, he 
says, “if they still can hold their 
own, at least, it speaks well for 
exhibition's vitality.” 

For example, the big local Aqua- 
tennial, annual seven-day summer 
mardi gras, starts this week. As 
usual, it includes daylight and 
Starlight parades with elaborate 
floats and beautiful girls, etc.; the 
12-day “Aqua Follies,” huge wa- 
ter show; a big Minneapolis Star- 
Tribune newspapers’ indoors 
pageant and many other events. 

Concerts In Baseball Park 

Recently the first of four “Un- 
der the Stars” programs at the 
baseball stadium, with Andre 
Kostelanetz conducting the Minne- 
apolis Symphony orchestra, drew 
6,000 people 

There are U. of Minnesota sum- 
mer session concerts, admission 
| free, every Tuesday night through- 
out the summer along with U. of 
Minnesota Theatre campus and 
Mississippi River Showboat pres- 
j}entations, summer band concerts 
at Lake Harriet, a public park, 
Monday and Tuesday nights, also 
free to the public, and jazz con- 
certs at the local Walker Art Gal- 
lery center. 

Also, there's additional live thea- 
tre provided by the Old Log straw- 
hatter, an Equity organization; the 
Edyth Bush Little theatre, and 
Civic Theatre St. Paul's six weeks 
of summer stock. There are, too, 
summer skating shows-concerts 
three nights a week in the St. 
Paul Auditorium, a civic project. 

The local park board sponsors 
baseball, tennis, horseshoe, shuf- 
fleboard and other programs in 
the many city parks. The numer- 
ous nearby lakes lure thousands 
of fishermen all through the sum- 
mer weeks, the same as every 
summer—something that in most 
centers exhibitors don't have as 
opposition, however. There also 
are the many municipal and priv- 
ate golf clubs and occasional na- 
tional golf tournaments that are 
not uncommon elsewhere. 

For the first time this summer, 
|there are, too, two night clubs 
bringing in name floor performers. 
Two ballrooms also are bringing 
in mame bands and performers. 
;And the Minneapolis American 
Association baseball club is in first 
place in its league and rated as, 
perhaps, the nation’s finest minor 
league team. This week there's bee 
ing played here the American As- 
sociation’s all-star baseball game, 

And, adding to exhibitors’ woes, 
the Life-Time video station WTCN- 
TV, with its $1,500,000 library of 
Paramount and other features that 
have been released to tv, is break- 
ing out intermittently with “Mov- 

ies Spectacular” weeks, heavily 
advertised and exploited and com- 
prising many good oldies with stars 
‘who still are tops today. 
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“NORTH BY NORTHWEST” — 
SWEEPS THE 
NATION! 


HOTTER than "Cat On Hot Tin Roof” in Salt Lake City — 
TOPPING “High Society” in Memphis — 

40% AHEAD of “Don't Go Near Water” in Houston— 
BEATING New Year's biz of “Some Came Running” in St Louis — 


CLOSE TO RECORD-BREAKING "Cat On Hot Tin Roof” which played in 
a bigger house in Los Angeles — 


SENSATIONAL in its 3rd week in Detroit — 
SMASHING New Year's totals of “Running” in Des Moines — 
ENJOYING same terrific biz in Milwaukee — 


FABULOUS in its 4th week, as it was in its 3rd and 2nd weeks in 
Chicago where its Ist week broke all M-G-M records — 


OUTGROSSING "Don't Go Near Water” in Minneapolis — 
TOPPING the tops in Oklahoma City — 


CLEANING UP even in small towns like Mankato, Minn. where it’s getting 
sky-high “High Society” grosses — 
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Goosepimple Saga With Seats to Suit 





William Castle’s New ‘Percepto’ Gimmick—Message 
Readies Patrons From Below 





About 30% of the viewers see- 
ing William Castle’s latest chiller- 
diller, “The Tingler,” will experi- 
ence a tingling sensation in their 
seats while witnessing a particu- 
larly scary scene on the screen 
This will be accomplished via the 
installation of special motors on 


the bottom of every tenth seat in| 


each theatre in which the picture 
is shown 

Castle has dubbed the gimmick 
Percepto The fact that every 
patron will not have the tingling 
sensation is provided for in a pro- 
log. Castle is seen on the screen 


before the start of the film and | 


he explains in effect that only 
certain people are capable of ex- 
periencing the tingling sensation. 

The film, 


entry, marks his reunion with 
Columbia. In his two previous 
films, both released by Allied 


Artists, Castle employed the gim- 


mick of the insurance policy for | 


“Macabre” and Emergo, consisting 
of a skeleton emerging from the 
area of the screen, for “House on 
Haunted Hill.” “Macabre” grossed 
$1,200,000 and “House” tallied 
$2,500,000. Both were low budget 
entries. which depended mainly on 
the exploitation gimmicks. 

The negative cost of “The Tin- 
gler” has been set at $400,000, but 
with the addition of the gimmicks 


and the exploitation, the overall: 


cost will hit a $1,000,000. The 
tingling gimmicks, little motors 
employed to cool off radar on air- 
planes, represent an outlay of 
$250,000. Manufacturing cost of 
each unit, consisting of 100 motors, 
runs to $1,000 

According to Castle, Columbia, 
which is releasing the film, hasn't 
as yet determined how exhibitors 
will be charged for the installa- 
tion of the tingling gimmicks. It 
may be part of the rental cost or, 
similar to Emergo, the kits may 
be sald outright to theatres. 

Because of the many gimmicks 
invelved in “The Tingler,” special 
instructions have been prepared 
for projectionists. Special cue 


marks have been printed on the | 


the various 
operations. The same 
also employed in the 
switching of the theatre lights 
“on” and “off.” 

The installation of the tingling 
mechanisms takes about four 


Im to indicate 
switching 
cues are 


hours and will be done under the | 


supervision of Castle's technical 
specialist Milton Rice. Also asso- 
ciated with Castle in developing 
the horror gimmicks was Donna 
Hollaway. 

Test engagements for the film 
are set for Detroit, Boston, Balti- 
more and San Francisco. The 
Detroit engagement today (Wed.) 
kicks off the test runs. 


CHRISTMAS-IN-AUGUST 





K.C. Repeats Stunt For Poor 
Kids—Bili Kelly As Santa 
Kansas City, Aug. 4. 
Motion Picture Assn. of Greater 
Kansas City staged its third an- 
nual Christmas-in-August promo- 
tion for underprivileged at the Up- 
town Theatre today (Aug. 4). As in 
previous events, the project treats 





about 2,000 youngsters in a free | 


movie and favors, including trans- 
portation from the various institu- 


Castle’s third horror | 





‘Industry Business Building 
Plan Had Residual Values; 
Roger Lewis’ Viewpomt 


The industry’s business building 
program, while it didn’t pan out 
along the lines originally en- 
visioned, han’t been a loss alto- 
gether, Roger Lewis, United Art- 
|ists v.p. in charge of advertising, 
| publicity and exploitation, asserted 
in N. Y. last week. 
Lewis said the energy put into 
| Planning the BB effort hadn’t been 
wasted if for no other reason than 
‘that it opened up valuable chan- 
nels of personal contact and creat- 
ed a pattern for cooperation on 
several active levels. 
| He pointed out that, since the 
BB days, the Motion Picture Assa.’s 
ad-pub directors committee had 
| become a good deal more active 
and effective and that the prepara- 
tions for the campaign had stim- 
ulated a lot of useful and creative 
thinking among industry execs. 

Lewis didn’t go along with those 
who feel-that, once again, the 
curve of rising summer busizess 
has lulled the industry into com- 
| placency re the need to promote 
greater attendance. “The meetings 








| reflect the realization on the part 
|of all concerned to do something 
about the state of business,” Lewis 
opined. He also noted regional ef- 


forts via forums and clinics to 
boost attendance and stimulate 
interest. 


Records made originally for use 


in the BB drive are now being sold | 


to and used by exhibitors in vari- 
ous parts of the country. However, 
a number of Lewis’ colleagues feel 


that there still exists a need for) 


long-range planning for the late 


fall days when the b.o. could again | 


diminish, and that nothing is be- 
ing donet—again—to anticipate 
such an emergency. 


HARTFORD VIDEO PAIR 
PLOT BOXER’S BiOG 


Hartford, Aug. 4. 
In the process of organization !s 
a new film-making firm to be 
headquartered here. Tagged East- 





ern Pictures Corp., the outfit plans | 


as its first feature a biopic based 
on the life of ex-featherweight 
boxing champion, Willie Pep, a 
localite. 

Two Hartford natives—Paul De- 
tuccio and Dan Maselli—are or- 


ganizing the venture which they | 
hope to get off the ground by Oc- | 


tober. Currently, they are in the 
process of raising $100,000 with 
which to get activities underway. 
Both men are identified with tele- 
vision programs’ directing at 
WHCT here, once owned by CBS. 

Duo plan location shooting in 
the Hartford area with interiors to 
be filmed either in New York City 
or the coast. Pep will serve as 
technical adviser of the film. Un- 
| derstood that script is nearing its 
, final stages, Writing credits under 
wraps meantime. 

Maselli will serve as producer 
and Detuccio as director. No dis- 
tribution deal yet. 





Aims Is Expansion 
Mexico City, July 28. | 
| The Cimex board of directors | 
| has finally appointed a new presi-| 


tions to the theatre by bus. dent, Salvador Amelio. Post of | 

The 1959 film was Disney's “Dar-| auditor in the recent shakeup | 
by O’Gill and the Little People.” | within the official distributorship | 
Santa this year was impersonated | js still vacant. Amelio, who has| 
by William Kelly, Universal branch | been a Peliculas Mexicanas assist- 
manager. Committee ineludes Ed | ant manager for the last few years, 
Hartman, Ab Sherr, Arthur Cole, | faces a tough job. A thorough re- 
Martin Stone, Fred Souttar and L. | organization of Cimex designed to 
J. Kimbriel. strengthen the distributorship so 

Frank Thomas, MPA president, | that it can develop new foreign 
said cooperation from firms in the | ™@rkets is a must. Recently, this 
film industry and associated lines | PT0étam has begged down. 


stinting ‘ Apart from everything else, 
Dounea end bil detlie Of We pettus Amelio will have to refute monop- 
outright. oly charges hurled at Cimex in the 


. : U.S., settle the dispute with the 
_ Event annually brings the mo-| Levy & Harne distributorship and | 
tion, picture industry some of its | totally reorganize the American | 
finest public notice, | subsids. 





'| Steelworkers Present 
Card, Get Boxoffice Cut 








Harrisburg, Aug. 4. 

If you ean’t lick "em—join ‘em. 
That's the motto of Bern Bispeck, 
manager of the Senate Theatre 
here, who decided to setup his 
own crash program to fight the 
effects of the steel strike, which 
has literally crippled a good por- 
tion of the spending public in this 
steel-heavy area. 

As the strike continued at an 
impasse, Bispeck this week broke 
quarter-page ads in the local dai- 
lies bearing the following: 

“Special Notice To Steel Work- 
ers. Present your Steel Worker's 
Union Card at our boxoffice for 
special reduced rate during the 
Steel Strike. Includes the family 
too!” 

Result—the Frank Sinatra star- 
rer, “A Hole In The Head” 
opened to SRO houses, with the 
entire week! 


Fancier Titles 
Practice Hits 
Press Agents 


local 





The eastern publicists 


affiliated with the International | 2¢ 
| Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em-| 


between the companies and the | Plovees, previously known as ee ee one eee 


American Congress of Exhibitors | 


licists Local 872, has changed its 


City of San Franeisco May Buy Fox 
For Convention Use—If Price Right 





Goldwyn Unadjudicated 
Frisco Conspiracy Suit 
Draws a New Judge 


San Francisco, Aug. 4 

Samuel Goldwyn’s $2,250,000 
antitrust suit against 20th-Fox and 
National Theatres was assigned 
last week to Federal Judge George 
B. Harris, who will hear arguments 
on both sides of nine-year-old case 
after reading more than 6,000 
pages of transcript from former 
trial. 

Judge Louis E. Goodman, presid- 
ing in Ninth Federal Circuit, made 
the assignment. Judge Edward P. 
Murphy who presided at 1957 
trial, died seven months ago with- 
out giving a verdict. 

Judge Goodman also assigned 
the $7,000,000 Embassy Theatre an- 
titrust suit to Judge Lloyd H. Bur- 
ke, who will hold a full jury trial. 
Lee Dibble and Dan McLean, own- 





| 


| 
name to The Publicists Assn. East, | 


ers ef downtown-Frisco Embassy, 
are suing all majors, claiming they 
were deprived of first and second 
runs in 1938-50 period. Suit was 
filed in 1950 and Judge Murphy 
conducted this trial im mid-1958, 


| had not delivered a verdict when 


died. 
Embassy owners sought and were 


| sion in the retrial. 
Judge Murphy had heard both 


Local 872 to conform with the | Cases without jury. 


nomenclature employed by its sis- | 





ter local in Hollywood, Local 818. | 


> . 
| Eastern unit has worked out . Brandon S City-Hopping 


deal with the Coast counterpart so 
that its members, under certain 
| conditions, may work on the Coast 
without paying an additional initia- 
tion fee. 

| In another action, the eastern 
bally union voted a wage scale for 
publicists handling hard-ticket 


| York City and $288. which includes 


town. Union also voted that 


n 
member be permitted to hold two) 
whether or 


| jobs simultaneously, 
|not these jobs come under the 
| jurisdiction of Local 872 in the 
| ruled that any member of the 
ion handling mere than one hard 


ticket or more than one special | 
exploitation picture must employ ,, 


“or cause to be employed” a mem- 
ber of the union for each addi- 
tional picture. In addition, it’s 
stated that any member who main- 
tains a publicity office and who 
handles more than one picture for 
| more than one company simultane- 
ously must employ an associate 
publicist who is a member of the 
union. 





DEFY DAYLIGHT SAVING 
Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 
There were free barbecued ham- 
burgers and soft drinks, a Dixie- 
land band and a television per- 
sonality at the 


$15 per diem expense, for out of | 


entertainment field. Union pend the project. One Japanese in- 





Brandon Films’ “Season of Japa- 
| ese Films,” involving the pres- 
} entation of eight Japanese pictures 
|in a New York showcase on limit- 


led runs, will get under way in 


films—$243.55 per week in New October, Thomas J. Brandon, prez 


;of the company, said in N.Y. this 
| week. 

Decision to go ahead was made 
in the wake of the visit here last 
week of Kiyoshi Takamura, manag- 
jing director of Japan’s Shochiku 
'Co., one of the four major Tokyo 
outfits which Brandon has signed 


|dependent also is providing fea- 
tures. 

Companies represented in the 
| “Season” will be Shochiku, Toho, 
| Mikkatsu, Shintoho and the indie. 
|During his recent visit to Japan, 
Brandon contracted for 20 features 
from which the first eight have 
|been chosen for the presentation 
in what amounts to a combination 
of film festival and film week. Big 
| difference from past Japanese ef- 
forts in. the States will be that 
both public and critics will be ad- 
mitted. Each picture will run for 
two weeks. If it's a hit, Brandon 





other theatres. 
| Following the N.Y. 
don will stage his 


Bran- 
in 


run, 
“Season” 


opening of the | other cities. Dates for 24 keys al- 


Twin Cities area’s new and 14th/ready have been worked out to 
outdoor theatre, the Maple Leaf. | follow the N.Y. October opening. 


It's only the third ozoner to be} 


Opening film will be Shochiku’s 


launched in the territory in the!“The Human Condition,” story of 


past three years, or since daylight | conflicts within a young man at 


;saving time came into being, and |the time of Japan's invasion of 
one of this trio's construction had | China. It’s a picture with a large 


been started before DST was an- 
| ticipated. 


cast. Yarn is based on a series of 
Japanese nevels. 





| Wouldn't Reopen With a Western 


‘hacks Heads Caer, | 


House Dark a Year Relighted With Storekeepers’ 


Aid—‘Public Sees Too Many Cowboys on TV’ 


Mohall, N.D., Aug. 4. 


Baby,” (Paramount) which, of 


Ernest Nelson postponed for | Course, never has been seen here 


three days the reopening of this 
town’s long shuttered Grand Thea- 


| tre, the only showhouse here, be- 


cause the only sort of fare avail- 
able for the scheduled preem date 
were Westerns. 

Nelson explained to the public 
he wishes to have his theatre show 
the local public “something else 
from what they’re getting in pro- 
fusion on _ television—Westerns” 
especially, and he didn’t want to 
start off “on the wrong foot and 
counter to what'll be the theatre's 
policy.” 


and which got the Grand off to a 
flying start. 
The Grand's 


reopening after 


more than a year of darkness has | 


| been made possible by the town’s 


He decided to wait for an old) 


merchants who said it hurt their 
business and the community gen- 


erally to be without a showhouse. | 


They agreed to cooperate with Nel- 
son to try to make the theatre a 
success. 

For one thing the merchants will 
sponsor free theatre nights every 
Wednesday, paying Nelson for 
tickets but distributing them free 


| to patrons. 


Before reopening, the Grand was 


jJerry Lewis picture, “Rock-a-Bye | re-built throughout. 


? 


‘Japanese Season’ 


will bring it back to the same or | 


San Francisco, Aug. 4. 

Effort of Fox-West Coast chain 
to sell the 30-year-old, $,650-seat 
Fox Theatre to the municipality as 
a supplementary convention cen- 
tre seemed to have collapsed last 
weekend after FWC execs tho- 
roughly confused City Hall over 
the asking price. 

The nine-story building was 
built by William Fox in 1929 for 
$5,000,000 and is still the largest 
film theatre west of Chicago. 

Theatre is situated directly in 
bick of municipally owned and op- 
eiated Civic Auditorium, which 
seats about 8,000 persons, is focal 
point for Frisco conventions, but 
which soon must be rehabilitated. 

Late last week Mayor George 
Christopher said a Frisco real es- 
| tate man had offered the Fox to 
the “city property director for 
$800,000. The property director, 
Philip L. Rezos, thought this was a 
very good price, because the prop- 
erty is assessed at $990,000, and 
market value in California is gen- 
erally at least double the assessed 
value. 

Christopher, however, believed 
the $800,000 offer very odd, be- 
cause only a fortnight before FWC 
President John B. Bertero had writ- 
ten the mayor and offered the city 
the Fox for $1,150,009 with its pro- 
jection equipment, er $1,125,000 
without the equipment. 

A check with FWC’s Frisco law- 
yer, Edward Keil, eventually dis 
closed the $800,000 price was mis- 
taken—Keil said an FWC exec, un- 
identified, got the Fox mixed up 
with a proposed sale of FWC prop- 
erty in Oakland, on the eastern 
shore of the Frisco Bay. Keil 
wouldn't say what the Oakland 
property was. 

The mayor cooled off on the 
deal in a hurry. 

Though the city could make good 
|}use of the theatre now and the 
|property is included in the city’s 
longrange Civic Center develop- 
ment plans, the mayor said he 
didn’t see where the city could 
find $1,150,000. 

He was encouraged by one fact, 
however: the current asking price 
jis $550,000 lower than FWC had 
asked for the Fox two years ago. 
One peculiarity of FWC lowering 
its asking price on the triangular 
block so far is that this particular 
area of Frisco has recently enjoyed 
la real estate boom. Bank of Amer- 








|ica is building a bleck-square rec- 
| ords center almost across the 
| Street from the Fox and a number 
jof other construction projects, in- 
| cluding a big motel, are getting 
|under way. FWC has long had a 
plan to build a smaller (1,200-seat) 
| theatre further down Frisco’s main 
| stem, Market st., near other first- 
| runs, but this plan has never come 
to fruition. 





Parking Lot, Cafe Are 
Tnfluential in Dating 
‘ x 
Of ‘Porgy’ in Det. 
Detroit, Aug. 4 

A deluxe neighborhood house 
has snared the exclusive engage- 
| ment of Samuel Golkdwyn's “Porgy 
| and Bess” here, 

Selection of the Mercury The- 
atre, owned by Dick and Eugene 
Sloan, was made, according to a 
Goldwyn representative, because 
the producer considered it the best 
equipped and having the best loca- 
tion for a long-run hardticket en- 
gagement. 

Theatre has a large parking lot 
and a restaurant on its premises. 
Pic bows at the Mercury either 
Sept. 30 or Oct. 7. 





‘Zanuck Plans 10 ’Scopers 
For 20th-Fox in One Year 


Production of 10 CinemaScope 
pictures during 1959-60 is planned 
by Darryl F. Zanuck Productions 
for release through 20th-Fox. 

According to Zanuck, tne films 
will be shot in the U.S. and abread, 
depending on locale requirements. 
Zanuck’s last 20th release, “Roots 
of Heaven,” was photographed in 
Africa. Since quitting as 20th pro- 
duction boss, Zanuck has produced 
“Island in the Sun,” “The Sun Also 
Rises,” “Compulsion” and “Roots.” 
Only “Island” has turned out to be 


ja big grosser. 
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Film Reviews 
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Bobbikins 
ences, should steer “Bobbikins” to, 
a healthy b.o. reception in family | 
houses. Whether it will do much to | 


advance Bygraves’ promising film | 


career, however, is open to grave 
doubt 

Pic is based on a featherweight | 
wheeze which the makers worry 
with the tenacity of a terrier at 
grips with a favorite bone. The 
likeable personalities of Bygraves 


and Miss Jones and the irresistible | 


baby-stuff of young Steven Stocker 
help to relieve the banal screen- 
play and dialog of Oscar Brodney. 

Bobbikins is the 14-month-old 
son of Bygraves and Miss Jones. 
Pop comes back from the navy to 
resume a show biz career, but 
when-things go wrong and family 
life is disrupted, the babe decides 
to take a hand. He develops a habit 


of talking, but only to his father, 
which, considering some of the 
dialog. is rather considerate of 


him. Since Bygraves can’t convince 
other people that Bobbikins is 


loquacious he lands on a psychia- | 


bi 2 couch. 

3ut wy Bobbikins’ 
explaife d taJent is turned to good 
use when he and his father meet 
and become friendly with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Bob- 
bikins passes on information from 
the Chancellor and as a result By- 
graves becomes a hefty tycoon in 
the stock market. put young Bob- 
bikins realizes that money and 
success is spoiling dad and break- | 
ing up the happy home. So he 
double-crosses him with a false) 
tip. Bygraves loses all his cash and 
ends up again in show biz, happy | 
with his wife. 

There 
done 
to admire the patience with which 
director Robert Day and lenser 
Geoffrey Faithfull have captured 
some cute expressions from Baby 
Bobbikins. Adult dialog emerging 
from the youngster is at first 


amusing but soon palls. Bygraves’s | 
relaxed personality is a great help | 


and Miss Jones is a comeiy stooge. 
Of the supporting players, Colin 


Gordon, as the psychiatrist; Lionel | 


Jeffries, as a shady stockbroker, 
Charles Carson, as the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer; and Barbara 
Shelley, as Jeffries’ flashy girl- 
friend, have the most opportunity 
of infusing some life into the sing- 
ularly uninspired proceedings. 
There are four songs, “Funny 
Little Clown,” “‘Bobbikins Lullaby” 
and “Last Night I Dreamed,” all 
authored by Bygraves and a ballad, 
“World Of Dreams,” by Wilson 
Stone. Bygraves and Miss Jones 
put these over more than adequ- 
ately and one or two of them 
should be clicks in the pop music 
world ‘“Bobbikins"” needs far more 
wit ard punch to ve a more-than- 
average film but the performers 


should be more than enough to at- | 


tract the patrons. Rich, 


The Bridal Path 
(BRITISH—COLOR) 


Comedy of a Scot in search of 
a wife; fair measure of yocks 
but a rather parochial job. 


London, July 28 
tish Lion release of Frank Launder- 
Gilliat production Stars Bill 
Bernadette O'Farrell. Directed 
aunder. Screenplay, La and 
rey Wi illans, from 
r; camera, Arthur Ibbetson;: 
Geofi rey Foot: music, Cedric Thasee 
vie. At Leicester Square Theatre. Run- 
: time. 95 MINS. 
wan McEwan ° Bill Travers 
ley cscceccccesss Alex Mackenzie 
ie patveetus Eric Woodburn 
r eteKnon-ene Jack Lambert 

John Rae 

Roddy McMillan 
Fiona Clyne 
Bernadette O'Farrell 
Patricia Bredin 
Dilys Laye 

ere Joan Fitzpatrick 
gie anes ‘ Pekoe Ainley 
id Joan Benham 
oking Waitress Annette Crosbie 
sitress Nancy Mitchell 
nk Clerk : ; Lynda King 
t “Bruce George Cole 
le Ale ‘ Gordon Jackson 
Di rrr Robert James 
‘ ese Terry Scott 
g t rae Duncan Macrae 
table Jameson Clark 
] Vincent Winter 
Kirst Elizabeth Campbell 
aunder-Gilliat team again 
used their contract star, Bill 
Travers, in the sort of film in which 
} ade his name, “Geordie.” But 
this time, though there’s a fair 
of fun in “Bridal Path,” 
wears a shade thin. It 
useful booking in 
but, as with “Geor- 
ly to have its greatest 
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JATASAR TOMAS 


é ount 

the joke 
ovide a 
nouses 


like 





n its home area, Scotland. 
ivers plays a shy, dour Scot 
on remote island. The 


nd elders decide that there must 


li 
is] 
be no more consanguinity—the 
marriage of first cousins—so Trav- 
ers is sent to the mainland to find 
a wife. He reaches Oban with “ten 


completely un- | 


is nothing much to be) 
with this rigamarole except | 


commandments” which are a blue 
print of what he must look for, and | 
| avoid, in his search for a bride. He 
becomes involved with various 
comely young women and there are 
a number of complications which 
| result in his being chased by the 
| police, a hazard which was perhaps 
too well and too lately dealt with 
in Scotland in the film, “The 39 
Steps.” 

Without being a natural come- 
dian, Travers has a likeable per- 
sonality and helps to carry the pic 
to a pleasant conclusion. He is 
helped mightily by Launder’s direc- 
tion and by Arthur Ibbetson’s lens- 
ing of the Scottish scenery. There 
are also a number of attractive 
|} young women on hand, notably 
| Fiona Clyne, Bernadette O'Farrell 
Patricia Bredin and Annette Cros- 
bie. George Cole and Gordon Jack- 
son put in excellent work as two of 
the cops tailing Travers and Jack 
Lambert. Eric Woodburn and Alex 
Mackenzie fit in admirably as some 
of the islanders who set the young 
man off on his romantic trail. 

The screenplay by Launder and 
Geoffrey Williams is a deft job but 
tends to move rather leisurely and 
predictably. Rich. 


Un Vaso Be Whisky 
(A Glass of Whiskey) 
(SPANISH) 

Locarno, July 28. 

Mundial Film release of PEFSA-ESTE 
roduction. Stars Rossana Podesta, Arturo 
ernandez; features Yelena Samarina, 
Maruja Bustos, Jorge Rigaud. Directed by 
Julio Coll. Screenplay, Germain Huici, 
| Coll; camera, Torres “Garriga; editor, 
Emilio Rodriguez. At Locarno Film Fest 
Running time, 90 MINS. 


PE oecvnccss Rossana Podesta 
SE  dtueog a Goths Arturo Fernandez 
RMMES 2... ccvivoess Yelena Camarina 
Inspector ........ Jorge Rigaud 


| This is a heavy morality tale 
pounding home the fact that self- 
ishness and immorality do not pay 
It is too academic and sacrifices 
character for preaching. But it 
does denote a nice film sense be- 


plus its theme to slant it for 
pano language houses abroad 
A Don Juan-type male lives off 
women and leads to a suicide of 
ore and his comeuppance at the 
hands of a boxer who loved the 
latter. Action is passable. Director 
Julio Coll has a good sense of com- 
position and for getting in telling 
bits. But he has failed to get life 
into the characters. It is technical- 
ly proficient while a drunken orgy 
scene that could be utilized for 
exploitation. Otherwise it is 
limited entry for any undue 
shore interest. Mos} 


| 


a 
off- 


Messieurs Les Ronds 
De Cuir 
(The Bureczucrats) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, July 28 
Discifilm release of Cinelor production 
Stars Noel-Noel, Pierre Brasseur features 
Jean Poiret, Michel Serrault, Jacques 
Grello, Micheline Dax, Philippe Clay 
Directed by Henri Diamant-Berger 





Screenplay, Diamant-Berger based on play 
by Georges Courteline; camera Andre 
Germain; editor, Francine Diot. At Tri 
supe, Paris. Lewes time. 95 MINS 
° Pierre Brasseur 
oe veces i oel-Noel 
eee Jean Poir 
i ee eae Michel § l 
CO KeGdcesckrnands Jacaues Grello 
GN acsvenseceue Mic heline Dax 
Turn-of-century stage farce is 
done extremely stagily here. This 
concerns doings in a Civil Service 
office and milks one little misun- 
derstanding dry. Cast of top com- 
edians cannot overcome the stilted 
direction. Hence, this emerges 
primarily a local item on its ver- 
biage and antique jokes 
Cast is in character, but below 


par technical work and an obvious 
quickie budget-militate agains t -it 
for any export chances. Mosk 


| 

Ilva Mourometz 

|  (RUSSIAN—COLOR-SCOPE) 
| Paris. July 28 


Mosfilm production and release. With 
Boris Andreiev, A. Abrikossov, N. Ved 
viedeva, N. Vychkova. Directed by A 


hnev 


Ptuchko. Screenplay. V. Kot« 
era (Sovcolor), A. Renkov 








editor, E Svidetele At 
L’Etolle, ra — 
Ilya ‘ mn 
WEEE 6 caneeds 
PEMEGUED cccesdes 
VOREMEE cadecees 

Though this pic deals with an 
old -Russki legend, it is a che 
beating theme of saving Russia 
from any invaders. But, aside fro 


this oft-stated aspect, it has 
stunning special effects and a 
simplicity that could make this an 
okay action entry abroad 
It takes place in the 1 
tury when Russia is threatened 
an invading Mongol army. It is 
saved by a massive giant who can 
uproot trees, slay three-headed 
dragons, etc. However, his wife is 


24}, 


Cen 
by 


captured by the Mongols and his, 


| the pontificating cut out, 


| Prince Mychkine 


| epileptic, 


hind it. Pic has enough movement ! 
His- | 


peal for 


| 


son is brought up by the Mongol 
king. After a 14-year truce, the son 
is sent out to fight his father in a 
titanic struggle. But a ring brings 
recognition and the defeat of the 


Mongol. 
Film has impressive settings and 
battle scenes plus some songs 


worked into this naive folk drama. 
Technical and special effects are 
exemplary as is the color. With all 
it could 
make a sort of okay sci-fi entry 
abroad. Mosk. 


The Idiot 
(RUSSIAN-COLOR) 
Paris, July 28. 
Mosfilm production and release. With 
You Iakoviev, Y. Borissova. N. Podgorni, 
L. Parkhomenko. Directed by Ivan Pyriev. 
Screenplay. P’~iev from novel by Feodor 
Dostoyevsky; camera (Sovcolor), V. Pav- 
editor, S. Volkov. At La Retonde, 
Running time, 95 MINS 


lov; 
Paris \. 
You_lakovlev 





Nastassia . Y. Borissova 
Gania N. Podgorni 
Rogogine L. Parkhomenko 
Aglae R memmeaiiel 


Film is part one of a two-part film 
based on the Dostoyevsky novel. 
Now that Dostoyevsky is off the 
Soviet index, the Russians denote 
they have not lost their flair for 


reflect their souls in everyday ac- 
tivity. This penchant for Slavic 
introspective ravings and drama- | 
tics will make this more difficult | 
for general situations abroad, but 

its fine adapting, acting and the| 
Dostoyevsky name could make this 
a good arty entry for some off- 
shore spots. 

This details the arrival of the| 
impoverished Prince | 
Mychkine in old St. Petersberg in 
1860, where his visit with relatives | 
unleashes all the smoldering | 
dramas. It details his strange, | 
sacrificial love for the hardheaded, | 
wronged Nastassia. 

Color is uneven and even gar- 
ish but it fits the baroque decora- 
tion. Acting properly captures the | 
feverish feelings of these obsessed | 
people. Its heightened dramatic 
line makes this seem theatrical at 
times. Technical credits, aside 
from the unbalanced color, are 
good Mosk. 


. 

L*Ambitieuse 

(The Ambitious One) 

(FRENCH-COLOR) 

Locarno, July 28. 

Silver Films release of Chrysaor-Sud | 
Pacifique Atel-Silver Films production. | 
Stars Andrea Parisy, Edmond O’Brien, 
Richard Basehart: features Nicole Berger, 
Nigel Lovell, Jean Marchat, Denise Ver- 
nac. Directed by Yves Allegret. Screen- 
play, Rene Wheeler from novel “Man- 
ganese” of F. Ponthier; camera (East- | 
mancolor), Carl Kayser: editor, Albert 
Jurgensen. At Locarno Film Fest. Run- 
ning time, #8 MINS. 
Dominique 
Bucaille 
Georges 
Claire 
Andre 
Uncle Albert 
Aunt Edwige 


Andrea Parisy 
Edmond O’Brien 

... Richard Basehart 
ee Nicole Berger 
Nigel Lovell 

Jean Marchand 
Denise Vernac 


There is secondary marquee ap- 
the U.S. in this via the 
names of Richard Basehart and 
Edmond O'Brien. However, this 
tale of ruthless ambition is some- 
what plodding, making it primarily 
for dual spots in the U'S. 

An ambitious girl pushes her | 
good, if simple husband into help- | 
boss on a} 





ing to doublecross their 
phosphate mine in Tahiti. She 
gives in to the boss’ amorous de- 


her husband takes over | 
some mine deeds that the boss has | 
permitted to elapse Following | 
their climb to riches, the husband | 
falls for another girl, and ultimate | 
tragedy 

Yves 
less 
3asehart, as 


signs while 


Allegret’s direction {fs list- 
O’Brien, the boss, and 
the weak husband, | 
can not do much with their stereo- | 
typed roles while Andrea Parisy | 
is incapable of giving animation to 


as 


| 


the complicated character of the} 
ruthless character. Also she is 
badly lensed making her less} 
than the desirable type she is in- 
terpreting Color is par while 
technical values are good. Some 


added appeal is the on-the-spot 
Tahiti lensing. There {s some Aus- 
tralian money in this pic and also 


an English version which could 
be used for supporting fare in 
America. Mosk. 





Producers Guild Picks 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
First-quarter nominations for 
Screen Producers Guild’s Award | . 
for best produced. feature picture | 
of 1959 include the following: 





“Diary of Anne Frank.” pro-| 
duced by George Stevens, 20th-| 
Fox; “Rio Bravo,” Howard Hawks, 
Warner Bros.; “Imitation of Life,” 
Ross Hunter, Universal; “Shaggy 
Dog,” Wait Disney, Buena Vista. 

Award will be made at SPG’s an- | 
2 banquet early in 1960. Award | 

o will be made at that time for | 


best produced tv show, but unlike | 
feature fil which will be nom- |} 
inated quartérly, entries for video | 
recognition will be nominated on | 
an annual basis. } 


ms 


| Hitchy Melodramatics 


depicting his world where ay ae-| 


|}own indie production, 


| absence 


| Barbara Nichois and Joi Lansing 


jand is 


Wednesday, August 5, 1959 


Metro Must Remove Credit Line 


[Parks Service Calls Itself Double-X’ed] 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

U.S. Interior Dept. has formally accused Metro of violating an 
agreement with the National Park Service in filming “North By 
Northwest” and demanded the studio cut out Park Service credit 
line. 

Credit line elimination is a problem. It's superimposed over ini- 
tial action of Alfred Hitchcock thriller. Many prints have been 
shipped. 

Acting Secretary of Interior Elmer F. Bennett wrote both Metro 
prexy Joseph R. Vogel and MPAA prez Eric Johnston. 

To Vogel, he said: “Because of the experience in this instance, 
future picture permit applications in the National Park Service 
areas will receive closer scrutiny than heretofore.” 

To Johnston, he said: “The experience gained in this instance 
will lead in the future to closer restrictions in such permits.” 

Bennett left no room for negotiation, telling Vogel: “. The 
movie's credit line involving the (Interior) Department and Park 
Service must be removed.” 








Cinetarium Demo 
Daily in Chicago 
Baits Support 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
| William Rebane & Associates, 
| holding North American rights to 
Cinetarium, have been staging 
daily demonstrations of the circu- 
lar projection process here the 
past couple of weeks in an effort 
to lure financing to get the inno- 
vation started commercially in this 


Take D.C. by Surprise; 
Metro Drops Park Tag 


Rather than engage in a running 
battle with the Dept. of Interior, 
Metro has agreed to eliminate the 
lcredit line for the National Park 
Service in Alfred Hitchcock's 
“North By Northwest.” 

Controversy stemmed 
Dept. of Interior’s displeasures 
over the film’s climax which was 
filmed in Hollywood and which 
|shows Cary Grant and Eva Marie 
|Saint being chased by two villians 
between the stone faces of four 


| 
| 


from the 





U.S. presidents at the Mount Rush- en yee the cinema- 
more National Memorial in South | ‘7-e-roun process have been 
promoters outside the trade as 


Dakota. 


aris well as reps from Walt Disney, 
The department said it had re- | Warners, 20th-Fox, Universal and 
ceived complaints of desecra- | other Hollywood producers. 
}tion” of the memorial. Moreover, | ; 
it was stated that the original| Rebane, an ex-vidfilm salesman, 
agreement with Metro provided picked up U. S., Canada and Mexi- 
that no scenes of violence would |©® Tights several years ago from 
be filmed near the sculpture | 4dalbert Baltes, German inventor 
heads. of the 360-degree system which 
Parts of the film had been shot utilizes but one film, one camera 
at location at Mount Rushmore. |#"4 one projector. By contrast, 


the Russi “irculz "eSS - 
However, the Dept. of Freed fo tnce gcetieor-tay nd tee 
charged that the climax scene had 7 By the manner 

, of culture, requires 22 cameras and 


“faked.” 
been “fakec like number of projectors, making 


the cost prohibitive for a private 
Briefs From The Lots 


promoter. 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Cinetarium envisages aluminum 
globe-like theatres, though regula- 

David Weisbart handed producer 
reins on 20th-Fox’ “The Live 


tion hardtops and legit houses 
Wire,” Garson Kanin legiter which 


could be converted. Cost of the 
Mike Todd produced in 1950 














latter, however, would come to al- 
most that of a specified installa- 
tion, roughly $500,000. Maximum 
capacity of about 1,200 would be 


Warner Bros. granted Carroll | enable if 70m film is used. Instal- 
Baker a release from her contract. | lations will have swivel chairs, but 
Wally Brown into “The Best | process precludes balconies (a 
of Everything” at 20th-Fox . . .| blow to romance”). Process of« 
Spring Byington added to Metro's fers six-track stereo sound, with 
“Please Don’t Eat the Daisies” . . speakers in the floor skip-seat 
Fred Gebhards, partnered with style , 


Barbara Hutton’s Lance Reventlow , 
Rebane’s group hopes to have a 


in an indie setup, purchased rights ‘ : 
to Arthur C. Clarke novel, “The |Pe™manent Chi installation within 
|Deep Range,” unfolding in 2ist|@ Year (construction has already 
| Century below the sea... Robert , begun on theatres in Hamburg and 
Arthur added “Come September” | Paris), and meantime is planning 
to his U producer slate, which the first Cinetarium production, 
already includes “The Spiral probably a travelog dealing with 
|Road,” “The Great Imposter,” | great cities of the world. Pic's 

‘The Wine of Youth,’ “A Gather- | producer will be Jerry Leighton, 
ing of Eagles,” “Backlash announcer for Chi indie radio sta- 


Albert J. Cohen, returning to his 
will do “The 
drama of World War II, 
. Jack Oakie returns 

after many years 
for Perlberg-Seaton’s “The 
Rat Race” : George Sidney cast 


tion WAAF. Also associated with 
Rebane, as executive veepee, is 
show biz publicist Jack Lyons. 
System perfected by Baltes (af- 
ter 11 years of experimenting and 
refining) does away with need for 
camera panning. Special lens at- 
tachments capture all from a sta- 


Big Men,” 
as initialer 
to Paramount 


|for roles of the Coogle Sisters in aan 
“Who Was That Lady?” in which “onary position in order to put 
Tony Curtis, Dean Martin and the viewer “in” the action. 





Janet Leigh costar for Columbia | 
Pictures release . Silvana Man- t . 
gano steps into the Gina Lollo- R b T | | d 
brigida — role in Dino De Lau- | over ay or a le 
rentiis’ “Jovanka and the Others,” B kl 
starring Van Heflin, Vera Miles, | Opens in roo yi 
Barbara Bel Geddes, Steve Forrest.| Robert Taylor isn’t making it 
. Fay McKenzie into Jack Webb's | this time as a Broadway name; the 
“——30—" for Warner Bros. release. | vet star’s newest picture is open- 
Miriam Hopkins bowed out of| ing this week as part of a double 
title role on William Faris’ indie, | bill at the Paramount Theatre in 
“Ma Barker and Her Killer Brood,” | Brooklyn. Paramount's “The Hang- 
replaced by Lurene Tuttle | man,” in which Taylor appears 
Independent Motion Picture with Tina Louise and Fess Parker, 
Producers Assn. will produce bio- is being teamed with Danny Kaye’s 


pic based on Casimir Pulaski, “Five Pennies,” which premiered 
heroic Polish general who fought on Broadway 
with Colonials during U.S. Revo- : a 


“Hangman,” directed by Michael 
Curtiz, is Taylor's first picture 
since ending his long-time contract 
at Metro. It comes at a time when 
the distributors more and more 

| are teeing off features beyond the 
Gotham showcase area as a means 
of ducking the expense entailed in 
first-run showings. Jerry Lewis’ 


| lutionary War Metro thespacted 
| John Considine. 22-year-old son of 
| early film producer John Considine 
Sr., and Carmen Pantages... indie 
Joseph Kaufman negotiating with 
Craig Hill, costar of “Whirlybirds,” 
for three pix, first to be “The 
Young Life” . Jim Davis takes 
over top role in “Noose for a Gun- 


man,” Premium production for | “Don’t Give Up the Ship” similarly 
United Artists release . Hank | was detoured to neighborhood ex- 
Searle will script “The Saga of| posure without any Times Square 


Pappy Gunn” for Warner Bros. } residence, 
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has box office magic! . 


Book it now thru U-! 
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TOA’s Herman Levy Urges Censor 
Boards to Throw in Towel in Wake 
Of High Court's ‘Chatterley’ Decision 


In the light of the U.S. Supreme + 


Court decision reversing the N.Y. 
State ban on “Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover,” the remaining state and 
municipal censor boards “should 
cease their operations immedi- 
ately,’ Herman M. Levy, general 
counsel for Theatre Owners of 
America, told the TOA member- 
ship last week. 

In a special “digest” devoted to 
the ruling, Levy opined that the 
censors were hanging on for per- 
sonal and selfish reasons. 

“In view of the fact that there 
are so few censorship groups cper- 
ating officially, and in view of 
the decisions adverse to the prin- 
ciples of censorship these last few 
years, the conclusion, while harsh, 
is inescapable that the remaining 
censorship agencies insist on oper- 
ating either because of ‘featherved- 
ding’ jobs involved, or because the 
personnel in the groups believes 
sincerely, although misguidedly, 
that people can, and should, be 
saved from evil by the tastes of 
that personnel. The censorship 
groups represent an anachronism 
in the American field of liberty,” 
Levy opined. 

He urged 
industry” to 


“all segments of the 
“ward off censorship 


attacks to the end that. the few | 
remaining die-hards will fold up | 


their tents and leave. It is time 

for the industry to refuse to be 

frightened and inhibited by threats. 
Ample Laws 

Levy added that there were 

ample laws on the books to protect 


the public from the showing of 
pornographic, obscene or immoral 
films. And he expressed the hope 
that the time was not too distant 
when the Supreme Court would 
free the film biz from all prior 
restraint. 


The “Chatterley” 
lished the 
advocate 


decision estab- 


ideas, in this instance 


even it did not pass on the consti- | 


tutionality of the entire censorship 
Statute in 
recently, when a Federal judge 
ruled that the Chicago censor board 
had no right to ban “Anatomy of a 


Murder,” he at the same time went 
out of his way to establish Chi- 
cago’s basic right to censor im- 


mora! or obscene pictures prior to 
release 

Lawyers specializing in film cen- 
sorship hold little hope that the 
present Supreme Court will go all 
out and strike down prior restraint 
altogether. They see each contested 
case going up to the Court and 
being judged on its merits, with 
the justices in effect becoming the 
arbiters of whether or not a given 
film qualifies under the terms im- 
moral or obscene. 

Levy's bulletin, 
than opionated, said the censors 
should “cease their operations im- 
mediately. They should stop trying, 
through various and devious uncon- 
stitutional moves, to impose their 
subjective tastes on the peoples of 
their states and cities.’ The TOA 
counsel didn’t explain why, in the 
light of the High Court’s obvious 
reluctance to do away with censor- 
ship, the censors should abandon 
the field, though frem an exhibitor 
point-of-view, the suggestion does, 
of course, have merit. 


TED MANN TO OPERATE 
EDINA, STEIN RETIRES 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

Circuit owner ‘ed Mann con- 
tinues to expand his exhibition op- 
erations. He’s just made a man- 
agement deal for the local 1,000- 
seat de luxe neighborhood Edina, 
with Martin Stein, its owner, who 
is retiring completely from ex- 
hibition. 

This gives Mann three Minne- 
apolis neighborhood theatres 
along with his two loop firstrun 
theatres and an interest in a large 
Twin Cities’ area drive-in circuit. 
He also operates four St. Paul loop 
firstrun theatres, double the num- 
ber of any other one interest, and 
other outdoor theatres. Two of the 
St. Paul quartet were acquired the 
past year. 

Two years ago Mann took vuver 


less analytical 





Stein’s other de luxe neighborhood | 


house, the Westgate. 





right of the screen to | 


New York. In Chicago | 


‘Diary’ Needs No Mate? 
Albany, Aug. 4. 

Showmen here are debating 
whether it'd be wise to put 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” on 
a double-feature bill. 

One school of thought holds 
that the kind of audience that 
will come to see “Diary” won't 
be interested in a “balancing” 


picture. Another maintains 
that a double bill, pairing a 
different type of film with 


“Diary” could only be for the 
best. 

“Diary” has now gone into 
a regular-run policy and its 
running time has been‘ cut. 














MG's Big Op’ Too 
Raw for Memphi 


Memphis, Aug. 4. 

Memphis’ all-femme censor 
board has banned as too brutal | 
|“The Big Operator,” MGM film 
starring Mickey Rooney. Pic was 
skedded to open (15) at the down- 
town Loew’s Palace when the cen- 
sor gals (three) pronounced their 
nix. 
; Lou Ingram, Memphis 
| branch chief, told newsmen that 
Mrs. B. F. Edwards, acting chair- 
man of the board said that the pic 
dealing with labor racketeers was 





| “too terrible and inimical to pub- | 


lic welfare.” The MGM local boss 
| was willing to snip several of the 
scenes for the censoring board, but 
no dice. 

Mrs. Edwards told Varrety that 
she probably would look at the 
film again with her censor cohorts 
and “see what has been cut out.” 

The pic has been pencilled-in to 
the Sunset Drive-In, across the 
| river at West Memphis, Arkansas, 
110 miles from downtown Memphis 
and “roosting nest,” for most 
Memphis-banned pics. 


IF DIALOG CUTS MADE, 
CHI OKAYS ‘THIRD SEX’ 


Chicago, Aug. 4 
German-made “The Third Sex” 
has been okayed by the Chi cen- 
sors, but provided certain dialog 








he’s not to realize a nickel from 
| American distribution. “Third Sex” 
was originally bought for the U.S. 
by Ilya Lopert, who sold it for 
$85,000 to Dave Dietz. 


Boston, Aug. 4. 

Massachusetts’ blue laws are be- 
ing defied in different parts of the | 
state. So far film houses, operating 
under Sunday licenses, have been | 
left out of dispute but film inter- 
ests are watching with some alarm. 

Gift shop owners on the Cape, 
where the 300-year old Sunday | 
laws were enforced earlier this 
| summer, are defying and are being 
hit with summonses. For the first 
time in many years police began 
enforcing the Sunday blue laws in 
Brockton, Mass. with their drive 
aimed principaliy at indie super- 
markets which have been doing a 
land office biz on Sundays in the 
past. 
In Yarmouth on Cape Cod, scene 
of numerous revolts against Blue 
Laws, three of six gift shop own- 





‘ers reopened Sunday (26) in defi-! 


MGM | 


deletions are made. Essanjay 
Films, distributor, is mulling 
whether to hold out (‘via the 
courts, of course) for total clear- 
ance. 

Pic was made by the Veit Har- 
lan of “Jew Suess” ill-fame, but 


Needelman to Denver 


Denver, Aug. 4. 
Jules Needelman, formerly a 
salesman in the Columbia Los 


branch manager of the company’s 
Denver office. He succeeds R. C. 
Hill who will stay on in an ad- 
visory capacity 

Needelman joined Col in 1939. 
| He became a traveling auditor in 
| 1947 and became a salesman 
L. A. in 1950 


Catholic Paper: 





Re ‘Chatterley 


Boston, Aug. 4. 

The matter of “Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover” was taken up by The Pilot, 
official newspaper of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Boston, in an edi- 
toral entitled “Controversy,” Sat- 
urday (25) which pointed out: “We 
should remember however, that 
not everything legally pérmissible 
|is by that token morally acceptable. 
| Even if a book of this kind cannot 
be repressed by law without of- 
fending civil rights, it can still be 
| etgesengee from a mass circulation 
| by the protests of an alert public.” 

The editorial stated: “Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover” continues to be 
in the news and, public curiosity 
| being what it is, all the excitement 
is not hurting_either the sales of 
the book nor the popularity of the 
film, All the same, the matter is 
a serious one and it deserves the 





thoughtful attention “of the public | 


as Well as the courts.” 

Further quote: “The literary 
critics in large numbers have been 
inclined to take quite lightly the 
offensive material in the book and 
to emphasize rather the daring lit- 
erary excellence which they per- 
ceive as giving the work a kind of 
classical quality. 
surely is not unanimous but it is 
impressive enough to be given a 
hearing. The exaggerated claims 
of the publisher, we suppose, can 
be set aside as being a good deal 
less an interest in free expression 
than the opportunity to rake in a 
rather good-sized profit. 


ANN CRAFT AS EXEC SEC’Y 





Prickett 
Indianapolis, Aug. 4. 

Report that Allied Theatre Own- 
/ers of Indiana would cease to func- 
tion as an exhibitor organization 
was categorically deried by Rich- 
ard T. Lochry, president of Allied 
unit. 

The report, according to Lochry, 
apparently stemmed from the news 
that Ken Prickett, who has been 
serving as executive secretary for 
the Indiana and Ohio Allied units, 
would in the future serve as full- 
time secretary of the Ohio organi- 
zation. 

Lochry revealed that Mrs. Ann 
Craft, who has been office man- 
ager of the Indiana office for the 
past 10 years, will assume the full- 
time job of executive secretary of 
the Hoosier unit. 





Commercial Assault on Sunday Grows 


Massachusetts Gift Shops, Supermarkets Defy 
Sabbath Laws—Theatres Are Special 


jance of Yarmouth gendarmes. A 
| week previous all closed for the 
first time this summer. 


In Great Barrington, the police 
chief ordered all gifteries and gro- 
|cery markets to close up. 
| To ops of many businesses which 

have not only been keeping open 
on Sunday, but frequently remain 
open until 1 and 2 a.m. Mondays, 
the warnings of police have 
| brought consterntation. 

| Selectment in some _ towns, 
jamong them Great Barrington, 
; have gone on record favoring lib- 
eralization of the Sunday laws. 

| Film houses operate under spe- 
| cial Sunday licenses issued by the 
| Dept. of Public Safety. With the 
sudden spotlight of enforcing Blue 
Laws on other biz, the situation 
could develop into one of com- 
parison, 


Angeles exchange, has been named 


in 


Up to U.S. Public 


This judgment |. 


Indiana TOA Unit Replaces Ken | 





oduction Pulse 























Geddes, Jeanne Moreau, Richard 
| Basehart, Steve Forrest. Carla Gra- 
vina, Harry Guardino, Alex Nicol 

| (Started July 20) 


20th CENTURY-FOX 

















Hollywood Pr 
ALLIED ARTISTS 
Sterts, This Your. .....5.5.: 4 
This Date, Last Year...... 12 
AMERICAN INT'L 
|| Starts, This Year......... 8 
|| This Date, Last Year. . a3 
COLUMBIA 
Starts, This Year...... owl 
This Date, Last Year...... 14 

“OUR MAN IN HAVANA” 
(Kingmead Prods.) 
(Shooting in London) 
Prod.Carol Reed 
Dir.—Carol Reed | 
Alec Guinness, Burl Ives, Maureen 
O’Hara, Ernie Kovacs, Ralph Richard- 


son, Noel Coward, Jo Morrow, Gre- 
goire Asian 
(Started April 13) 
“THE FRANZ LISZT STORY” 
(Goetz Pictures 
Prod.—William Goetz 
Dir.—George Cukor 
Dick Bogarde. Capucine, Patricia Morison, 
Genevieve Page, Martita Hunt, Lou 
Jacobi, po Dalio, Lyndon Brook, 
Ivan Dew 
(Started hay 1) 
“SUDDENLY LAST 
| (Sam Spiegel Prods.) 
(Shooting in London) 
rod.—Sam Spiegel 
Dir.—Joseph Mankiewicz 
Elizabeth Taylor, Montgomery Clift, 
Katherine Hepburn. Mercedes McCam- 
bridge, Albert Dekker, Patricia Mar- 
mont, Gary Raymond, Maria Britneva, 
Joan Young 
(Started May 25) 
“THE MOUNTAIN ROAD” 
— Pictures, Inc.) 
—William Goetz 
| Dir. —Daniel Mann 
James Stewart, Lisa Lu, Glenn Corbett, | 





SUMMER” 





| Henry (Harry) Morgan, Frank Silvera, 
James Best, Rudy Bond. Mike Kellin 
Eddie Fireston. Alan Baxter, Frank 
Maxwell, Bi iH Quit 1 
(Started June 
“GULLIVER’S TRAVELS” 
; (Ul-Morningside —— Id Wide S.A.) 
| (Shooting in Spa 
| Prod. “Charles “Schneer 
Dir.—Jack Sher 
Kerwin Mathews, Jo Morrow, June 
Thorburn, Sheri Alberoni. Basil Sid 
ney, Lee Patterson, Martin Benson, 


Alec Mango, Waveney Lee, Peter Bull. 
Gregoire Aslan, Dandy Nichols, Noel 
Purcell, Richard Goolden, Martin Ben 
son, Alec Mango 
(Started July 13) 

“THE GENE KRUPA STORY” 

| (Philip A. Waxmen Picts. 

Prod.—Philip Waxman 

Dir.—Don Weis 








Sal Mineo. Susan Kohner James Dar- 
ren, Shelly Manne, Red Nichols, Anita 
O'Day, Susan Olive Bobby Troup. 
Yvonne Craig, Celia Lovsky, John 
Bleifer, Buddy Lester 
(Started July | 
“WHO WAS THAT LADY” 
(Ansark-Sidney Prods.) 
rod.—Norman Krasna 
Dir.—George Sidney 
Tony Curtis Dean Martin. Janet Leigh, 
James W a more John McIntire, 
Larry Keating, Larry or ny Simon 
Oakland, Mi ony I amas Barbara Nichols, | 
o Lansing, Marion Javits William | 
Newell, Peter Thompson | 
(Started July 13) 
WALT DISNEY 
Starts, This Year...... oe 
This Date, Last Year...... 5 








| “POLLYANNA” 


(Shooting in Napa Valley) 
Prod Walt Disney 
Jane Wyman, Richard Egan. Karl Mal 
den, Nancy Ojison, Adolph Menjou, 


Donald Crisp, Agnes Moorehead. Hay 
ley Mills, Kevin Corcoran, Rita Shaw, 
Co Platt, Anne Swy- 
Janie Egan, Mary Grace Can- 


James Drury, 

mour, 

fiel 
(Started July 


METRO 


| 
Dir.—David Swift 


20) 








Starts, This Year.........21 
\| This Date, Last Year...... 15 
| 
| 
“THE BEST OF EVERYTHING” 
(Company of Artists Prods.) 
(Shooting in N.Y.) 
Prod.—Jerry Wald 
Dir._-Jean Negulesco 
Louis Jourdan, Hope Lange, Stephen 
Boyd, Suzy Parker, Diane Baker, 
| Brian Aherne, Pat Crest, Martha 
| Hyer, Robert Evans, Sue Carson, Don- 
ald Herron, June _ Blair, Rachel 
Stevens, “Alena Murray, Julie Payne, 
Al Austin, Brett Halsey, Buck Class 
and starring Joan Crawford 
(Started May 11) 
“h soe TO THE CENTER OF THE 
A 





Prod.—Charles Brackett 
Dir.—Henry Levin 
Pat Boone, James Mason, Arlene Dahl, 
Diane Baker, Robert Adler, Peter 
| Ronson, Thayer David 
(Started June 19) 
it 2 INFIDEL” 
Prod.—Jerry Wald 
Dir.—Henry King 
Gregory Peck. Deborah Kerr, Eddie 
Albert, Phil Ober, John Sutton, Her 
bert Rudley, Karen Booth, Tom Greem 
way, Buck Class 
(Started July 13) 
“HOUND DOG MAN“ 
(Co. of Artists Prod.) 
Prod.—Jerry Wald 


Dir.—Don Siegel 
Stuart Whitmen, Carol Lynley, Arthur 
O'Connell, Fabian, Dodie Stevens, 
Betty Field. Jane Darwell, Rachel 
Stephens, L. Q. Jones, Edgar ucha- 
nan, Dennis Holmes, Royal Dano, 
Virginia Gregg, Claude Akins, Hope 
Summers 
(Started July 23 
“THE ROOKIE” 
(APD 
Prod.—_Tommy Noonan 
Dir.—George O’Hanlon 
Tommy Noonan, Pe'e Marshall, Julie 


Newmar, Jerry Lester 
(Started Aug. 3) 
“CAN-CAN” 
Wack Cummings Prod.) 
Prod.—Jack Cummings 
Dir —Walter Lang 
Frank Sinatra, Shirley McLaine, Maurice 
Chev: — L ois Jourdan, Juliet Prowse 
(Started Auge 
‘SEVEN THIEVES’ a 
Shooting in England) 
Prod Sydney Boehm 
Dir Henry Hathaway 
Edward G. Robinson 
Steiger, Eli Wallach 
(‘Started Aug. 3) 


UNITED ARTISTS 
Starts, This Year.........11 
This Date, Last Year......19 





May Britt, Rod 











“THE FUGITIVE KIND” 
| (Jurow-Shepherd ae for U.A) 
| (Shooting in N.Y 
| Prods.—Martin aol, Richard Shep- 
herd 
j Assoc. Prod.—George Justin 
| Dir.—Sidney Lumet 
Marlon Brando, Anna Magnani, Joanne 
Woodward, Maureen Stapleton, Vic 
tor Jory 
(Started June 22) 
“A TERRIBLE BEAUTY” 
| (Cine-World Prod. for UA Release) 
(Shooting in Dublin. Ireland) 
Prod.—Raymond Stross 
Dir.—Tay Granett 
Robert Mitchum. Dan otis. Anne 
| Heywood, Cyril Cusack 
| (Started July 13) « 


UNIVERSAL 


Starts, This Year..... 
This Date, Last Year ...... 











| “SPARTACUS” 
| @ryna Prods.) 
Prod.—Edward Lewis 
Dir.—Anthony Mann 
Kirk Douglas, Laurence Olivier, Tony 
i Curtis, Jean Simmons, Charles Laugh- 
ton, Peter Ustinov, John Gavin, Joha 
Dall, Nina Foch, John Ireland, Charles 
McGraw, Joanna Barnes, Harold 4d. 
Stone 
‘Started Jan. 27) 
“THE PRIVATE LIVES OF ADAM 
AND EVE” 
| Zagsmith Doff Prod.) 
Prod Doft 























rs s.—Albert Zugsmith. Red 
Starts, This Year......  } Dirs.—Albert Zugsmith, Mickey Rooney 
sige 4 Mickey Rooney, amie Van Doren, 
|! This Date, Last Year...... 15 |) Martin Milner, Fay Spain, Ceeil Kell- 
} away. Tuesday Weld, Mijanou Bar- 
dot, Paul Anka, Mel Torme 
= —= GAZEBO” (Started July 6) 
od —Lawrence Weingarten } 
Dis -George M all i La Al 
| Glenn Ford Det bie Reynolds, Carl WARN ER BROS. 
| Reiner, Mabel Albertson, Jack Kirk- 
wood, Doro Merande, John McGiver, Starts, This  «sc%eer 7 
Martin Landau, Robert Eleanstein, hae 
Bert Free This Date, Last Year...... 9 
(Started July 20) } 4 
| CAPTAIN BUFFALO” 
PARA MOU = Prods.—Pai Ford, Willis Goldbeck 
4 sh. 4 Dir.—John Ford T 
. Jeffrey Hunter, Constance owert, 
Starts, This Year....... 5g Billie Burke, Willis Bouchey, Carlton 
° oung 
This Date, Last Year...... 10 || «started July 16) 
“ICE PALACE” 
“SAVAGE INNOCENTS” (Shooting in Alaska) 
(Magic Films) Prod.—Henry Blanke 
(Shooting in England) Dir.—Vincent Sherman 
Prod.—Maleno Malenotti Richard Burton, Robert Ryan, Carolya 
Dir.—Nicholas Ray Jones, Martha Hyer. im Backus 
Anthony Quinn, Yoko Taai Diane —. Ray Danton 
(Started June b (Started Aug. 
“LVL ABNER” 
Prod.—Norman Panama 
Dir.—Melvin Frank INDEPENDENT 
Peter Palmer, Stubby Kaye. Stella rs 
Stevens, Julie Newmar, Leslie Par-|| Starts, This Year.........18 
rish, Howard St. John, Bern Hoffman. 
Billie Hayes, Joe E. Marks, Robert This Date, Last Year......17 


Strauss 
(Started June 8) 
“A BREATH OF SCANDAL” 
(Ponti-Girosi Prods.) 
(Shooting in Vienna) 
Prods.—Carlo Ponti, Marcello Girosi 
Dir.—Michael Curtiz 
Sophia Loren, Maurice Chevalier, John 
Gavin, Angela Lansbury, Isabel Jeans, 
Milly Vitale 


(Started June 8) 
“JOVANKA AND THE OTHERS” 
(Dino De Laurentis Prod.) 
(Shooting in Rome) 

Pr —Dino De Laurentiis 
Dir.—Martin Ritt 
Van Heflin, Vera Miles, 





Barbara Bel 








“ 


(Mark VII for Warners) 
Prod.—Jack W 


” 


Whitney Blake, eney Valen- 
tine, James Bell, ae oa Lous 
em me Dick Whi 

(Start y 27) 
“THE ore in oe RED ~-3" 
so 9 L. son Prod. 
od~-Bewerd 7 


20th Fox) 
pt hey 


Dru, 


Dir. —Bryon Haskins 

Joanne 
Strauss, Asher Dawn 

(Started Aug. 3) 


Mark Stevens, Robert 
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“DIARY” DOES IT! 


[-—EVEN IN SHEBOYGAN] 


“THE 
DIARY 
OF 

A 








HIGH 

SCHOOL 

BRIDE” 
nd 


“GHOST 
OF 


DRAG- 
STRIP 
HOLLOW” 














MILWAUKEE— ALHAMBRA 


“BIGGEST BUSINESS OF 1959—HOLDING 2nd WEEK” 


KANSAS CITY — CREST and RIVERSIDE 


“RECORD GROSS FOR THE SEASON 
—GREAT $15,000.00’—Variety. 


BALTIMORE— EDMONDSON and BENGIES 
“BEST BUSINESS THIS YEAR—WE CROCKED ‘EM” 


WITCHITA— WITCHITA 


“TOP GROSS WITCHITA THEATRE 
PAST 6 MONTHS—HOLDS OVER” 


RACINE— RIALTO 


“TOPS ANY PREVIOUS GROSSES” 


MOLINE— MEMRI-DRIVE-IN 


“TURNED AWAY 400 CARS. 
FILLED THEATRE TWICE OPENING SUNDAY” 


SHEBOYGAN -— REX 


“BIGGEST A.I.P. GROSS TO DATE—THE AUDIENCE LOVED IT” 


LAUGH ALL 
THE WAY TO 
THE BANK 
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"Twas a Sparkling July at Boxoffice; 
‘Nun, ‘Soldiers,’ ‘Earth, “Anatomy 
Among Clicks; ‘Hercules’ Ranks No. 7 


By MIKE WEAR 


Variery’s regular weekly 
boxoffice reports are summa- 
rized each month, retrospec- 
tively. Based on an average of 
24 key situations, the source 
data constitute an adequate 
sampling of current releases 
but are tt, of course, fully 
“definiti ’ An index of rela- 
tive grossing strength in the 
| ee Cenada market, this 
monthly reprise does not pre- 


tend to express total rentals. 


Not often has the month of July 


seen so n strong grossing pic- | 
tures in release as this year. And 
seldom s the national bofoffice 
as sampled by the VARIETY report 
cities held up in such big style. 


In fact, the past month will go into 
the records as one of the biggest 
months in many recent years. 
Some idea of how big the grosses 
were in July is indicated by the 
fact that the first six ranking pix 
showed a total gross of better than 
$5.300.000 

Boxoffice champ for July was 
“Nuns’ Story” (WB). This dramatic 
pic showed more than $1,730,000 
total gross in key cities covered by 
Variety. It was in first place three 
times in weekly ratings and never 
dipped below second place. ‘Horse 
Soldiers” 
for the month, wound up second, 
and actually finished first one 
week 

“This Earth Is Mine” fU) fin- 
ished third, and figured among the 
top 10 pix every week in July. Pic 
goss total was nearly $750,000. 
close fourth was “Anatomy of a 
Murder” ‘Col) although out on re- 
lease only three weeks during the 
month. Obviously, it will be heard 
from further 

“Hole In Head” (UA) wound up 
fifth although it also likely will be 
heard from considerably more in 
the future 
ured in weekly ratings only two 
weeks inasmuch as just getting out 
into first-runs late in July. 

“Say One For Me” (20th) cap- 
tured sixth place with close to 
$700,000 tross. Bing Crosby star- 
rer climbed as high as fourth one 
week and figured in ratings four 
different sessions. “Hercules” (WB) 
wound up seventh although fairly 


high in ratings two different 
stanzas 
“Five Pennies” (Par) finished 


eighth although slightly higher on 
a couple of weekly surveys. Total 
#ross was considerably under its 
nearest competitors. “South Seas 
Adventure” (Cinerama) wound up 
ninth. It was fifth in June. 


“Don't Give Up Ship” (Par) cap- | 


tured 10th position, never getting 
higher than sixth place in weekly 
ratings. “Room At Top” (Cont) 
finished 11th as against sixth place 


in June. “Big Circus” (AA) rounds 
out the Top 12 list. 

“Ask Any Girl” (M-G), fourth 
in June: “Darby O’Gill’ (BV), 


“Middle of Night” (Col), just get- 


ting around; “Diary of Anne 
Frank” (20th), ninth in June; and 
“Gigi” ‘M-G), which was 11th in 
the preceding month, were the 
runner-up pictures. All of these 
films grossed around $200,000 or 
less, and in some instances just 
missed getting into the Top 12 
category 

“Last Train From Gun Hill” 


(Par), which showed strong possi- 
bilities in two weekly ratings, was 
not included because just getting 
out into distribution to any extent. 
It is one of the potentially big new 
b.o. grossers. “North by North- 
west” (M-G) shapes as a standout 
new entrant, rising to fifth place 
the final week of the month, with 


more than $100,000 total gross 
from four spots, 
“Holiday For Lovers” (20th), 


fine in N. Y., and good in Detroit 

















RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefetier Center « Ci 6-4600 
CARY EVAMARIE JAMES 
GRANT SAINT MASON 


; in ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 

“NORTH BY NORTHWEST” 
An M-G-M Picture in VistaVision - Technicolor® 
and GALA NEW STAGE SPECTACLE “SUMMER FESTIVAL’ 











UA), also a new entrant | 


This is because it fig- | 


New York Theatre | 


looms as having nice possibilities 
at the wickets among the newies 
“Porgy and Bess” (Col) continues 
to point up its big potential, 
preems in Chi, L. A. and Frisco 
being great while it continues ca- 
pacity at N. Y. Warner 

“South Pacific’ (Magna), now 
being released in some spots by 
20th-Fox, was runner-up on three 
different weeks, but obviously has 
finished up on its big, upped-scale 
playdates. “Legend of Tom Dooley” 


(Col) was torrid on its preem in 
Detroit. “Scapegoat” (M-G) was 
great on its initial showing in 
Boston. 


“Imitation of Life’ (U), high on 
lists in previous months, was stout 
to big on several playdates last 
month. “Mummy,” from the same 
distrib, was rated cool on its open- 
ing in Boston. 

“H-Man” (Col), comparatively 
new, was good to hep on several 
engagements. “Love Is My Profes- 
sion’ (Kings) added considerable 
additional coin on playdates last 
'month, finishing as a runner-up 
film three different weeks. “Sleep- 
ing Beauty” (BV), long high on the 
lists, was in a like category, its 
| dates ranging from big to mild, 
but managing to finish as a runner- 
{up film two different weeks. 
| “Mysterians” (M-G) finished 
ninth one week in July. “Young 
Philadelphians” (WB) was a run- 
|ner-up pie another round. 








ic No Taste for Hard Tix, 


‘Sign of the Gladiator’ 
Coes Saturation Instead 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

; American International Pictures 
has switched original roadshow 
policy planned for “Sign of the 
Gladiator,” color spectacle starring 
Anita Ekberg, to saturation book- 
ings in deference to exhibs’ re- 
| quests. 

| Policy switch is result of a na- 
| tional survey made by Leon P. 
Blender, general sales manager, 
which revealed exhibit sentiment 
on roadshows’ overrode  firm’s 
planned advance admission engage- 
ments. Consensus of exhib opinion 
according to prexy James H 


July's Golden Dozen 


. “Nun’s Story” (WB) 

. “Horse Soldiers” (UA). 

. “Earth Is Mine” (U) 
“Anatomy Murder” (Col). 
“Hole in Head” (UA). 
“Say One For Me” (20th). 
. “Hercules” (WB 

“Five Pennies” (Par) 

. “South Seas” (C’rama) 

. “Don’t Give Ship” (Par). 
. “Room At Top” ‘Cont). 
“Big Circus” (AA 
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Stars, Billing—And Film Quality 








Editor, VARIETY: 


far in. 





motion pictures is 





Making With The 
Censoring Words 


Albany, Aug. 4 
The 1960 of the N.Y. 
State legislature will make efforts 
to strengthen the hand of the New 
York censor, James A. Fitzpatrick 
of Plattsburgh, to the 
Joint Legislative Committee on 
Offensive and Obscene Material, 
predicted last week 

Group, whose 


session 


counsel 


area‘ includes 


films, tv and radio, sponsored two | 


bills tightening the censorship law 
in 1958. Both measures passed, but 
were then vetoed by the 


mittee drafted four 
presentation at the 
two dealing with 
film content and advertising, one 
providing for the licensing of 
theatres and the fourth calling for 
classification. None were pressed 
for final passage 

Fitzpatrick said assumption of 
responsibility by the film industry 
would make further action and 
agitation unnecessary. However, 
he noted, “I have seen little evi- 
dence of a desire to seriously 
exercise this responsibility in con- 
nection with the elimination of the 
obviously offensive,’ he com- 
mented. Fitzpatrick, former chair- 
man of the committee, is a Papal 
Knight, having been honored for 


measures for 
last session, 


| his services in the field of promot- 
fing decency. 


Nicholson and exec v.p. Samuel Z. | 


Arkoff, was that public resentment 
against roadshow technique and 
pricing affected b.o. take, with re- 
sentment continuing against the 
exhib long after upped-scale 
showing. 

| To tee off saturation bookings in 
key areas, film’s print order has 
been upped from 175 to 350. First 
four areas to be blanketed will be 
| L.A. and Southern California, Fris- 
'co and Northern California, metro- 
politan N.Y. and Texas. Goal for 
each region is 100 simul playdates 
|in hardtops and ozoners. 


| Possibility of a single roadshow 


| engagement still is being consid- | 


| ered for a Manhattan art house 

which would play day-date with 
}other houses but would continue 
| film on an extended run hereafter. 


BILL LOUIS ARMSTRONG 





Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 
This is probably one of the few 





CO-EQUAL WITH KAYE 





Soviets’ Mayfair Encore; 
Kinopanorama Costly To 
Exhib in Manhattan 


The Seviets have decided to 
bring back their “Great Is My 
Country” to the Mayfair Theatre, 
N. 
the last week of their Kinopano- 
rama widescreen 
that house. Double feature started 
Monday (3) and continues to Aug. 
10 when the entire run ends. Price 
at opening was $2.50, since curbed 
to $1.50. 

The second film on the bill -is 
“The Enchanted Mirror.” Both pic- 
tures are essentially a Sovcolor 
view of Russia, her people and her 
technical accomplishments. 

There'll be no Kinopanorama 
shows elsewhere in the country. 
The Mayfair presentation, said to 
have cost the Russians $500,000 via 
construction and installation costs, 
is staged in conjunction with the 


| Soviet Cultural and Scientific Ex- 


; 


| Not Technically Unlawful In Ohio | 


tures usually don’t do too well | 


prmeagres where Danny Kaye pic- | 


|and where he’s not considered a 
| top film marquee name. 

Which may help to explain why 
1 oe RKO Orpheum, where “The 
| Five Pennies” is showing, gave 
equal newspaper ad billing at the 
second week’s start to Louis Arm- 
| strong, who also appears in the 
picture starring Danny. 
| Armstrong’s name was in the 
| Same large type as Kaye's in the 
, ads. At the ads’ top the two were 
| apolis Sufttday Tribune’s critic Bob 
| Murphy’s review stating that the 
pair “do some of the niftiest musi- 
|} cal sequences sound-tracked in 
many years.” 


' 


, hibit at the Coliseum. 





AMUSEMENTS ‘LEGALIZED’ 


Anymore 





Columbus, Aug. 4. 

Gov. Michael V. DiSalle has 
signed into law a revised Sunday 
observance statute, enacted by the 
current Legislature so that state 
parks, places of entertainment, 
travel facilities, and fairs could 
operate on Sunday without being 
technically illegal. Purchases of 
fishing equipment and other sup- 
plies at state parks on Sundays are 
also legalized by the bill. However, 
other forms of Sunday business 
operations have to be in the nature 


| Of “necessity or charity” i 
| connected by a quote from Minne- | 7 ri, Ch Eas 


to be legally open on Sunday. 

Attempt in the Senate to liberal- 
ize the law for mercantile opera- 
tors was voted down. Sunday oper- 
ation of neighborhood groceries 
and delicatessens is still out, 


New York State 


then | 
Governor Averell Harriman. Com- | 


censorship of | 


Y., and to offer a double bill for | 


presentation at | 


ure would result 


rected, and poorly acted. 
Cain also believes that 


Odessa, Del. 


The letter published in Variety, July 15, from Scott Cain of the U. 
of South Carolina is at once so amusing and so annoying that I feel 
tempted to open my mouth, too. Hope I don’t stick my foot quite so 


The writer states that the reason for the financial failure of several 
“incorrect billing” and that if bllings on these mo- 
tion pictures were properly made, financial success rather than fail- 
He names as failures “The Wayward Bus,” 
| pest,” “The Naked Maja,” “The Vintage,” “The World, the Flesh, and 
the Devil,” and “No Name on the Bullet.” I submit that incorrect bill- 
ing has nothing whatever to do with the failure of these films 
failed simply because they are bad films, poorly written, poorly 


“Tem- 


They 
di- 


“Ten North Frederick” was a failure because 


Gary Cooper did not receive solo billing. Has he forgotten that Coo- 


ver's 


name alone was above the title, “Friendly Persuasion?” Although 


P 
the writer's measuring-stick of correct billing was used rigidly here, 
no one who reads VARIETY would call this motion picture a financial 


success. 


Rather than go into lengthy discourse on the apparent fallacies of 
of what seems to me a highly questionable solution to a film’s financial 
failure, I will mention a few motion pictures which, despite sometimes 


grossly “incorrect billing,” 


are considerable successes 
1. Lana Turner and John Gavin in “Imitation of Life” 


(The writer 


did not consider Anthony Franciosa a star; but isn’t he much more 
widely known than John Gavin?) 

2. William Holden, Alec Guinness, Jack Hawkins in “The Bridge on 
the River Kwai” (Jack Hawkins is known, but he hardly is the 
equal of Holden and Guinness in renown. Shouldn't he have been 
billed, still using the writer's measuring-stick, beside Sessue Haya- 


kawa beneath the title?” 
. “Peyton Place” 


w 


starring Lana Turner, Hope Lange, Diane Varsi 


and on and on (Not one actor in this long Hst of stars has the sta- 


ture or fame of Miss Turner). 


Robert Newton, Shirley 
leased, only 
speaks of a star). 


4..“Around the World in 80 Days” starring David Niven, Cantinflas, 
MacLaine (At the time this film was re- 
David Niven could be called a 


star as the writer 


The writer further states that “if a film has only one star, only one 
person can correctly be listed as a star.” 


I point again to the list 


above. “Anatomy of a Murder” has only one star. “Peyton Place” had 
only one star. “The Great Man” had only one star. Even “All About 
Eve” had only one star. Yet each film billed at least four actors as 
stars, and each film has been successful. 

It seems to me that the writer fell into error when he first equated 


his personal preference for an actor with stardom 


{if Mel Ferrer, as 


the writer states, is a “star,” then surely Anthony Franciosa is. If Ed 


Wynn is a 
a “star,” then surely Van Heflin is. 


“star,” then surely Harry Belafonte is. If Audie Murphy is 


“The Pajama Game” had two stars (or will there be an argument 
that John Raitt is not a star in his field?); only one was billed; result, 
a boxoffice smash. “The Seventh Voyage of Sinbad" had no stars; yet 
three were billed; result, so successful that a sequel already is being 


filmed. Quoting the writer again, ‘an actor is not made a star 


by a 


producer’s decision to list the actor as a star.” A star, to be a star, 
must be “known to literally millions of people all over the world.” 


Explain then the case of “The Long, Hot Summer.” 
yet five were billed, and the one star at the bottom of the list: 
critical and financial success. If incorrect billing is directly related to 
a film’s financial! failure, how did any of these films manage to make 


so much money? 


Only one star; 
result, 


What should be the final, and may perhaps be the most telling, com- 


;ment on the matter of “incorrect billing’ has already been given by 
Variety itself. Three of the articles which appeared on the same page 
as the letter to which I have been referring contain direct or indirect 
comment on the subjects of stars and billing. Louis C. Mandes, Jr. 





(. WINCHELL REPORTS 
JULY VERY AGREEABLE 


' 
Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 
| Minnesota Amusement Co. 
(United Paramount circuit), this 
territory’s largest theatre chain 
enjoyed its best July since 1954 
boxoffice-wise and its first-half 
1959 operations were on a par with 
those ef the corresponding 1958 
period which were “very good.” 
This is according 
Winchell, president-general man- 
ager, who, at the same time, es- 
timates that, except for Minnesota 


daylight saving time, “results 
would have been at least 20% 
better.” 

Winchell, of course, largely 


credits the 1959 “steady flow of 


|high average product quality” for | 


the favorable “and very encourag- 
ing” showing of this Paramount 
theatre chain. 

“It’s apparent that the efforts of 
E. L. Hyman, AB-PT vice presi- 
dent, have born substantial fruits 
because there never has been such 
an orderly release of topnotch pic- 





to Charles | 


Nine-Year Bankruptcy Of 
Bernhard’s Film Classics 
Seen Nearing Close-Out 


Windup of the affairs of the de- 
funct Film Classics is expected 
shortly following an order of N. Y. 
Supreme Court Justice Charles A. 
Lereto directing all creditors of 
the onetime distribution company 
to show cause on Aug. 13 why as- 
signee Stanley L. Gluck shouldn't 
settle and compromise a number of 
claims. 

Founded by the late Joseph 
Bernhard, Film Classics went into 


| bankruptcy some nine years ago. 





j 


Irving Kaufman was assignee for 
benefit cf creditors until his death 
in 1958 when Gluck was appointed 
his successor. At present, the show 
cause order disclosed, $81,660 re- 
mains in Gluck's hands. 

Among steps that creditors are 
asked to approve at the Aug. 13 
hearing are settlement of a $96,303 
claim of the Scott Family Trust for 


| $750, payment of $10,062 in fees to 


tures,” says Winchell. “And all in-| 


| dustry branches are the gainers.” 


the law firm of Koenig & Bachner, 
and sale of some 40 metal filing 
cabinets to Charles S. Nathan Inc. 


Winchell feels that Hollywood is | for $560. 


“doing itself proud” in turning out 
what he considers “more boxoffice 


| 
| 





pictures so far this year than at | Perry Nathan to Ad Shop, 


any other time in industry history.” 





Milt Lewis Talent Scouting 
| Now for Columbia Studio 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Vet talent exec Milt Lewis 
joined Columbia Pictures Studios 


,as a talent scout in Maxwell Ar- | 


now’s department. 

For 20 years associated with 
Paramount and later Desilu, he 
, had been prepping a tv series 
tabbed “Curtain Time.” Plans for 
| project have been postponed. 


' 


Quits National Screen 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Perry Nathan, a veteran of 20 
years with National Screen Serv- 
ice, has resigned from the com- 
pany to take an account executive 
position with the Harry Kodinsky 
advertising office here. 

Nathan was with the New York 
office for four years and ceme here 
16 years ago as branch manager. 
He has been replaced by Irving 
Marcus who came here from the 
Yleveland office where he worked 


‘as a salesman, 
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O BY SHERMAN RIFKIN AOVERTISING 


BRAWN 


crime and 


66 


Denis and Terry Sanders 
introduce 
George Hamilton 


in their new film 


punishment usa 


Denis and Terry Sanders (the brothers famed for their 
Academy Award winning film, A Time Out of War) have 
directed and produced a brilliant recreation of the 
violence and passion of Dostoievski's great novel for 
today. Variety says George Hamilton makes one of the 


most impressive film bows of a juvenile in years. 


A study of sin and its expiation, with flashes of fire and 
torment—Weiler, NY Times A stunningly photographed 
picture, with depths rarely found in films of this genre! 


—Knight, Saturday Review 


Starring Mary Murphy, Frank Silvera, Marion Seldes 
and John Harding. Written by Walter Newman. Asso- 
ciate Producer, Jecqueline Donnet. Music by Herschel 
Burke Gilbert. Released through Allied Artists. 


99 
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CBS Says Reduction of TY Option 
Time Could Cost Web $28,000,000 
Annually in 3-Network Plea to FCC 


Washington, Aug. 4. 


As expected, the raion to 
lop a half-hour from option time 
drew eaviest fire Monday (3) 
at deadli for comments on Fed- 
eral ¢ i1ications Commission's 
proposed new tv option time rules 

NB CBS and ABC joined in 
forecasting dire results if network 
optior s reduced from three | 
to alf hours, They also | 
vo ( ns to the proposal | 
wh bar straddle pro- 
g s fre having effect of ex- 
ten time. CBS said it 
mas web $28,000,000. 

that the reduc- 


NBC d ed 


n time would reduce | 


ity etworks to compete} 
with other advertising media ‘to 
the d ntage of the entire 
television industry and the public 
interest orves.” Web called the 
straddle program proposal “ill- 
conceived and “unweildy for 
licensees, networks and the com- 


mission NBC did not ecppose| 
FCC's plan for lengthening period 
of notice a network must give an 


applicant for exercise of option, 
but said the proposal allowing sta- 
tion to reject programs previvusly 
accepted could lead to abuse. 

CBS said the cumulative effect 
of the FCC's proposals “may well 
be so to weaken or impair the 
enforceabil ity and value to the net- 
works of their affiliation contracts 
as to render them virtually worth- 
less.” 

CBS stressed that exact conse- | 
quences are impossible to predict, 
but ventures that the option time 
reduction ight lose the web up 
to $28,000,000 in annual revenues. 
With such a loss, the web said it 
might well have to curtail public 
service programming. It did not 
offer any objections to the require- | 


ment for more advance notice of | 
network exercise of option. 
Neither did it oppose giving affil- 


iates broader rights to reject net- 
work programs, although some 
possibility of abuse was seen. 
ABC said option time reduction 
would be “particularly harmful” to 
its competitive position “because 
of the continuing tv artificial scarc- 


ity of comparable tv facilities ‘n 
many major markets” on straddle 
programs. ABC took the same line 
as CBS—that they should be con- 
sidered as entriely outside option 
time 

ABC and CBS television affil- 
jates supported the networks stand 
against option time reduction, but 
endorsed the straddie program 
proposal ‘provided option time is 


not cut t ack Both groups gen- 
rally backed the other FCC pro- 


posals giving them broader power 
to turn down network fare. 

Station Representatives Assn. 
endorsed all the proposed rule- 
changes except the option time 
reduction, but even here, the 
Assn. would be “happy to accept” 
the FC( judgment if latter felt 
the reduction would serve the pub- 
lie 


interest | 


Philco-NBC Philly 
Tif Up on Oct. 1 


Washington, Aug. 4. 


Federal Communications Com- 
mission has ordered oral argument 
Oct. 1 on protests by Philco Corp. 


against renewal of NBC's licenses 


for WRCV and WRCV-TV in Phil- 
adelphi: 

Philce on the right to protest | 
the renewals in a precedent-setting | 
Supreme Court decision earlier | 
this ich held that despite 
fact Philco isn’t engaged in broad- 
cas FCC should have heard its 
pre } co claimed that RCA | 
} a competitive advantage in ad- | 
ve electronics products 
é s ownership of NBC. 

it the October oral | 
i be on the questions | 
ol et I co protests, if prov- | 
en, fur 1 grounds for setting 
aside tl ense renewals and the | 
scope oO her evidentiary hear- | 
ing 5 required. | 





‘ciate of the commentator’s, 





Shooting the Offshoots 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Makeup of Four Star's pro- 
gramming roster for fail is a 
study in genealogy, relating 
mostly to “Zane Grey Thea- 
tre.” Out of nine series slated 
for production, three are 
“children” and two ‘“grand- 
children” of Zane Grey. An- 
other “child” is in syndication. 

“Zane Grey” begat ‘Rifle- 
man,” “Johnny Ringo,” “Black 
Saddle” and “Trackdown,” 
latter in syndication. Grand- 
children are “Wanted—Dead 
or Alive,” which came out of 
“Trackdown,” and “Tales of 
the Plaimsman,” which origi- 
nated as a pilot on “Rifleman.” 








1 Headache Less 


For CBS, Lowman 
Persuaded to Stay 


CBS president Frank Stanton 
has convinced corporate veepee 
Lawrence W. Lowman to stay on 
indefinitely. Six months ago Low- 
man, considered one of the top 
five men in the CBS Inc. sphere, 
announced that he was going to 
retire at the end of 1959, when 
he became 60 years old. 

But Lowman, after a series of 


intensive meetings initiated by 
tanton, decided to cancel his 
original plan. The web prexy 


“simply made it too attractive” for 
Lowman to retire, it was disclosed 
by a higher-up in the CBS orbit. 
The day he relented, deciding to 
stay on for the foreseeable future, 


| Lowman was handed additiona! 


duties. He has always been respon- 
sible for the mechanics of CBS’ 
vast personnel-labor operation, and 
he has continually been involved 


in top management policy-making | 


and administration. A few years 
ago, however, it was decided to 
remove as one of his direct respon- 
sibilities Al Bryant's office serv- 
ices staff, but the moment he gave 
his consent to stay on last week 
Stanton moved the department 
back under Lowman’s immediate 
supervision. 

Job of convincing done by Stan- 
ton has its dramatic overtones 
First of all, Lowman came into the 
company in the late ’20s, alongside 
CBS overall chieftain William S. 
Paley. Paley, who was in Europe 
at the time Lowman changed his 
mind, reportedly did not know that 
his longtime sidekick had reversed 
his decision of six months ago. 

One of the factors probably con- 
tributing to the timing of Stan- 
ton’s concerted effort to keep him 
on was the fact that Lowman, 
longtime close friend and asso- 
was 
instrumental in re-cementing rela- 
tions between Edward R. Murrow 
and the CBS high echelon. 

Only a few days after it was 
indicated that Murrow would be 
dong heavy duty at CBS, after he 
returns from his year-long sab- 
batical, it was learned as well that 
Stanton had made his successful 
bid to keep Lowman on. 


D.C. Slot to McCormick 


Stephen McCormick, formerly 
director of news for Mutual 
Broadcasting, has been 


director of Washington, D.C 


operations, replacing Robert F 
Hurleight, now prez of the radio 
web 

At the same time, Herbert J 
Cutting, formerly director of ad- 
ministrative services and person- 


es director of 
affidavits He 
1 since July °47. 


nel relations, beco 
sales services and 


been with Mutua 


Battle of Atlanta Relived 
By WSB on 95th Anni; 
Station’s on Battlefield 


Atlanta Aug. 4 

WSB-TV, AM&FM, whose home 
White Columns,” a replica of a 
stately antebellur ansion, stands 
on hallowed 1 t battleground 
resounded Rebel yells on the 
95th anniversa of the Battle of 
Atlanta. Occasion, as the Confed- 
eracy came briefiy to life once 
more, was broadcasting over WSB 
Radio of two special programs pre 
pared for historic event 

“So Well Remembered”  fea- 
tured Wilbur Kurtz, Atlantan who 


served as advisor to David O. Selz- 
nick in filmization of Margaret 
Mitchell's “Gone With the Wind.” 
Kurtz is one of the foremost au- 
thorities on Atlanta history. The 
55-minute radiocast also featured 
the voices of widows of Confeder- 
ate veterans and descendants of 
the soldiers in grey who recalled 
eyewitness stories of the hot fight- 
ing that took place with Gen 
William Tecumseh Sherman over- 
whelmed (by sheer force of su- 
perior nunibers) the valiant South- 
erners under Gen. John B. Hood. 
Music of the period and the read- 
ing of excerpts from ietters writ- 
ten by soldiers at the front also 
were heard on the broadcast. 

“So Well Remembered” was the 
latest studio produced program in 
WSB-Radio’s award-winning “Wit- 
ness” series. Segment was written 
and produced by staffers Tommy 
Thompson and Carolyn Clark. 

Second battle anniversary pro- | 
gram was a 30-minute free verse 
narration of the story of the Battle 
of Atlanta, written and produced 
by Jim Robinson, another WSB 
staffer. 


GUILD, BASCOM JOINS 
DEMS BILLINGS QUEST 


Democratic national chairman 
Paul Butler is in N. Y. today (5) 
to add one more ad agency pitch to 
the baker's half dozen already con- 





sidered in the 1960 presidential 
race 
Guild, Bascom, Bonfigli, San 


Francisco-based ad shop, is yet to 
be listened to mainly because of 
time-buying veep Reggie Schuebel, 


who four years ago joined Nor- 
man, Craig & Kummel to speci- 
fically work on the Dem. account. 





Monroney’s ‘Playback’ 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

Just in case any Senator missed 
reading about it at the time, recent 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion hearings in which Firestone 
officials related what happened in 
NBC and ABC silencing of “Voice 
of Firestone” were rehashed at 
length by Sen. Mike Monroney 
D-Okla.) in a Senate speech. 

Concluded Monroney: “The 
more detailed story of the 
Firestone saga in television adds 
materially to my conviction that 


there is a tv audience in this coun- | 


try for quality programs that ad- 
vertisers of quality products need 
to reach, not withstanding ratings.” 








Round-the-Clock Previews 


Cognizant that tv critics don’t care te 
a preem, unless it’s a Greta Garbo live debut, 


grammers plan to stage an alm 
view parties for Dr. Joyce 
“Consult Dr. Brothers,’ dealing 
of love, marriage and sex 


Critics will be invited to gander 


of the “Consult Dr. Brothe: 


Monday, Aug. 10. They’il be ask« 


of performances: breakfast show 
noon time show with buffet lunc! 
pets; cocktail time show with t 
roast beef, and the big I 
telecast is set. Both Max Buck 
Davidson, NBC veep, figure tt 


problem of getting reviews of the 


champagn 


stay up too late to catch 
WRCA-TV’s pro- 


ost round-the-clock series of pre- 
Brot ) 


midnight show, 
with problems 


new after 
in adult fashion, 


at least two 15-minute episodes 
rogram in a midtown hostelry on 
1 to come to any one of a series 
at 10 a.m. with toast and coffee; 
tea time show with tea and crum- 


a and cocktails; dinner show with 
show at 1 a.m. when the actual 
nanager of WRCA-TV, and Bill 


may be one way of solving the 


-midnight premieres. 


named | 


But, Ollie, You Said—' 


Litigation threat 
| Ryan agency on 
cently after the 


provisions of a p! 


against 


e-arranged de 


ABC- 
behalf of Carnation Milk products dissolved re- 
network acceded to agency demands that certain 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 


TV by Erwin Wasey-Ruthrauff, 


al be fulfilled 


Matter was so close to a court fight that a letter of legal intent 
had been served by the attorneys for EW-RR. Involved in the dis- 
pute was the consideration of $750,000 applying to certain condi- 
tions of a contract cancellation after 26 weeks, in which penalties 
were to be imposed 

The agency contended that ABC-TV topper Oliver Treyz re- 
scinded on the original agreement. Agency had bought for Car- 
nation one-half of “Sugarfoot” and a participation in the “Un- 
touchables,” two hourlong ABC film stanzas 

Agency claimed Treyz abrogated his original deal when it was 


ported that the network thre 
EW-RR lived up to the terms 
Acency 


mere replied with a 


itened 


lett 


to cancel sponsorship unless 
of the purported contract. The 
er of intent to sue 





Two Can Tape as Cheap as One 


NBC Femme Engineer’s Romance With Editing Aide 


Blossoms Into Marriage 





Garry Moore Back To 
Radio, Sponsor ’n’ All 


Garry Moore is returning to 
radio after eight-and-one-half years, 
and in making the return via CBS 
Radio, he’s getting a longtime 
wish, one that 
to quit CBS-TV recently—Moore is 
going to do his own writing. 

Moore, to be sponsored ir 
by Niagara Therapy 
ing, will take the daily 10:30-10:40 
a.m. slot on CBS. It’s the same day 
Arthur Godfrey returns to the 
radio web. Moore's will be a talk 
show between him and his regular 
sidekick Durwood Kirby. 

New ayem program will probably 
shorten “Funny Side Up,” a Rob- 
ert Q. Lewis paneler which begins 
in late August in the 10:30-11 slot. 


NLRB to IATSE: 
‘Cease and Desist’ 
On CBS Lighting 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

National Labor Relations Board 
has ruled IATSE has no right to 
force CBS to hire its members for | 
lighting work on remote telecasts. 

Case arose from IATSE picket- 
ing of a New York dock February, 
1958, which forced CBS to cancel 
a telecast from the liner United 
States. Web had assigned the light- 
ing to the rival IBEW 

NLRB held that nothing in its 
contract with CBS entitled IATSE 
to the work and therefore 


part 





members. The union was given 10 
days to report back on whether it 
will refrain from such 
the future 

NLRB stressed that its decision 
|should in no way be regarded as 
“assigning” the work in question to 
'the IBEW. The two unions have 
long been at jurisdictional logger- 
heads over lighting work at re- 
mote telecasts. 


Stations Get Renewals 
| But Chided en Pay-TV 


| Impartial Presentation 


Washington, Aug. 4. 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission has renewed 
KLTV, Tyler, Tex 





and KNOE- 


TV, New Orleans, but warned both | 


to tell both sides of the 
story. 

| In letters to the outlets, 
said it had received complaints 
jalleging unfair treatment of the 
| issue and reminded them of the 
| requirements for impartial presen- 
itation of controversial issues in 
| the Commission's Editorializing 


| Report. 


pay-tv 
FCC 


Meanwhile, another station was 
chided for showing kinescope sum- 
maries of the Senate’s Kohler 
hearings without saying they were 
furnished by National Assn. of 
Manufacturers. Latest of a long 
number of FCC letters going to 
stations which used the kinnies 
went to KRTK, Houston, (major 
stockholder is Houston Chronicle 
which was granted license renewal 


jat the same time 


+ — 


almost caused him | 


Manufactur- | 


it had | « 
no right to force assignment to its | 


tactics in 


licenses of | 


amid the 
radio and 


Love dves bloom 
philology of electronics, 
tv. There is romance, indeed, in 
the complex world of amplitude 
modulation, intermediate frequen- 
cy and micro-microfarad 

Louisé Dickinson, the 
only remaining) woman engineer 
in the NBC Radio Network, was 
married to Bill Malcolm, super- 
visor of NBC Radio Network Pro- 
gram Operations Friday (24) in 
Port Chester, N. Y. Tape, it ap- 
pears, helped shape the love af- 
| fair. 

Miss Dickinson joined NBC as 
an engineer in 1942. During World 
| War II, a total of 10 femmengi- 
neers were employed by the radio 


first (and 


|}web, but she’s the only one still 
with it. 

Her acquaintance with Malcolm 
iripened, she said, because “we 


edited a lot of tape together over 
ithe years.” Maicolm joined NBC 
in 1944 as a page, was an announc- 
er for five years, associate director 
for NBC Radio and a director for 


WRCA before stepping into his 
present job. 
There are times when women 


ee are most necessary as, 
| for example, when Miss Dickinson 
participated in a “Monitor” show 
with Mimi Benzell. Miss Dickinson 
operated a portable tape recorder 
| while “Monitor” reporter Helen 
| Hall quizzed Miss Benzell at Eliza- 
|beth Arden’s Fifth Avenue salon 
| while the diva was taking a bubble 
| bath. 

Miss Dickinson is the only wom- 
| an engineer employed on any web 
loutlet in this area. CBS Radio 
| had Gladys Bunim serving as a 
| broadcast engineer from 1945 to 
| 1949. 

CBS-TV, this week grudgingly 
indicated, it had no intention of 
hiring a woman engineer for its 
Woman” specials. It figured a 
man engineer could do as well 
fiddling around the dials of the 
IGEEERAPSR Sb eee. 


Markham’ Gets 
Schlitz Renewal 


Schlitz renewed for another 26 
weeks of “Markham,” the Ray 
Milland-fronted telefilm series, 
thus solving part of CBS-TV's wor- 
ries about the 10:30-11 p.m. Sat- 
urday time next season. 

Program, half - sponsored by 
Schlitz, was on the shaky list until 
now. It’s had a relatively brief 
run for Schlitz this summer, but 
ithe new 26-week bind on the 
sponsor will carry the stanza well 
into next spring. 
| Meantime, CBS-TV says it's only 
three alternate half-hours from 
SRO in 1959-1960. Besides the 
other half of “Markham,” web has 
half of “Dennis the Menace” and 
“Space” to sell. 


Wm. Dix to Buffalo 


Former assistant genera] man- 
ager, sales, of WOR-TV, N. Y., 
indie, William P. Dix Jr., has been 
named assistant manager of WGR- 
TV & AM, Buffalo, and director 
of sales for both outlets. 

Dix left the N. Y. station in Oc- 
tober of 1958 to become assistant 
manager of WGR-TV. Before come 
ing to N. Y., he was sales manager 








|\for WTAM, Cleveland. 
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BRAGGING IN THE RIGHT PLACES 





What Have You Done for Me Lately? STAR RILLING TH 


were plenty burned last week and threw up their 


NBC execs 
hands in despair when Rackets Committee counsel Bob Kennedy 
did an about-face and blasted the network for not permitting a 
playback of the tape of his guesting on the Jack Paar show. Prior 
to that Kennedy was solidly in NBC's corner; had publicly ex- 
pressed his gratitude to the web for catapulting him into national 
prominence with a three-show exposure (Paar, ‘Meet the Press,” 
“Today in carrying on this anti-James Hoffa crusade. 

Because of Hoffa's threatened reprisals and the network's belief 
that “enough is enough of a good thing,” NBC counsel voted down 
t uggestion for a repeat of the Paar episode, with Kennedy's 
subseq iblished comment: “NBC is so scared, they have 
turned tail 

As on h network exec put it: “It's a classic example of the 


What have you done for me lately’ ; 


> 





AP $ Mercer, UPI's Ewald Exit TV 


Jobs; Barrett's Leave; Time Defection 


United Press International and 
Associated Press both lost their 
tv-radio columnists this week. In 
gene it's been a big week for 
alterations and defections among 
entertainment journalists, with 
various ¢ moves affecting the 
Newsweek and Time Inc. shops 

Charles Mercer has decided to 
ankle AP, where for four years 
he’s done a gular tv column for 
the wire service. Cynthia Lowery 
replaces him. And his co-number 
at UPI, Bill Ewald, is leaving his 
four-ye: job that press serv- 
ice to take up new duties at News- 
week, Ewa s shifting to motion 
pi es to fill a gap made by one 
of the regulars at the weekly news 
mag, who was shifted recently to 
the Coast o 

Meantime an unrelated move 
radio-ty chief for Newsweek 
Marvin Barrett, is taking a nine- 
month leave of absence to write a 
book about t entertainment in- 
dustry. He was retained by Viking 
Pre to complete the tome, and 
then, by next spring, Barrett re- 
turns to Newsweek, but in the 
promoted position of associate en- 
tertainment editor. Ewald, as it 
is understood, will not be involved 
in any of Barrett's present chores. 

At Time mag, one of the writers 
fin the ne show biz section de- 
fected recentl) There is some 
doubt that a new man will be 
taken on to fill the vacancy. In- 
stead, reshuffling of the existing 
staff will probably be effected. 
However, due to a four-month 
sabbatical by one of the others on 
the staff. the Time dncers are 
momentarily a bit short-handed. 

As for Mercer, who before en- 
tering radio-tv was an AP news 
writer, he’s going to devote all 
his time to writing books, prin- 
cipally novels. Mercer, in fact, has 
a Literary Guild selection appear- 
ing next February. It’s his fifth 
fullscale fiction work, and, in a 
thinking-man’s filter type switch 
for a tv columnist, it’s a novel 
based on the American Revolution. 


Dow Chemical : 
‘Woman Specials 


“Woman!” has arrived. First 
three of the CBS-TV daytime spe- | 
cials to bear this monicker next 


season have been sold 

Network has been sweating out a 
sponsorship on this Lou Cowan- 
Frank Stanton baby, and Dow 
Chemical, for Saran Wrap division, 
came through by buying half of 
the first three hourlong stanzas 
that CBS has slated. They'll be on 
Sept. 17, Nov. 9 and Dec. 6. 

Now that Dow 
web figures it’s a short road to SRO 
on the first three shows. However, 
CBS plans to schedule more of 
them for next season, from the 
way things appeared last week. 

CBS-TV produced the first of 
these “Woman!” specials last May. 
It had no sponsor, but it did get a 
very high Nielsen—by pre-dark 
standards. 


is in the house, | 





+ 


REMINGTON RAND’S 
CBS-TV “IRCUS BUY 


CBS-TV has sojid Remington 
Rand on half of the Ringling Bros 
Barnum & Bailey cireuscast set for 
next Dec. 10. 

Deal by Remington * been 
hanging fire for the last several 
days. It was firmed up over the 
weekend. Stanza will be done by 
the web in the 7:30-8:30 ae i m. slot 


Judge Schweitzer 
Releasing Jury's 
TV Quiz Findings 


Angered by the implication that 
he was being “obstreperous” about 
releasing grand jury minutes on 
the video quizzes to Congressional 
investigators, General Sessions 
N. Y.) Judge Mitchell D. Schwei- 
tzer reversed himself yesterday 
Tues He suddenly decided to 
give Oren Harris’ House Subcom- 
mittee on Legislative Oversight 
the controversial findings of the 
jury as quickly as they could be 
copied and forwarded to Wash- 
ington 

On Monday (3), Schweitzer indi- 
cated that he would probably wait 
until mid-September before mak- 
ing a decision on whether to dis- 
close the minutes to the D.C. in- 
vestigators. He was first going to 
| try to establish just how secret the 
Washington solons intended to 
keep the grand jury findings, and 
whether the minutes should ever 
be made public by anyone involved 
in the matter 

Schweitzer 





disclosed that he has 
already set court stenographers to 
work duplicating the minutes by 
typewriter, urging them to work 
speedily. The Judge, who has in 
the past few days been forced into 
the center of controversy because 
of the surrounding legalistics, es- 
timated that the job would still 
take six weeks to complete, before 
Washington could get its mitts on 
the voluminous notes. 

Schweitzer noted “a clear show- 
ing that the committee seeks the 
inspection of the minutes to facili- 
tate the holding of its own hear- 
ings and the making of its own 
j independent findings with a view 

(Continued on page 54) 


Tolman East for CBS 
| As John Day’s Asst. 


Sam Zelman is slated to move 
east from Hollywood to become a 
special assistant to CBS’ news 
chief John Day. Zelman, who was 
head of news for KNXT, the web's 
tv o&o0 in L.A. and boss of the 
web's Coast news operation, will 
work exclusively for the time being 
on convention and election cover- 
age. 

In effect, appointment of Zel- 
man fills job left by Elmer Lower, 
who recently signed on with rival 
NBC to head the Washington 
i bureau. 





| 


CREATIVE TALENT 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Something new and interesting 
in the way of experimentation is 
on the tv horizon for the new fall 
season, thanks to a promotion con- 
cept evolved by Ken Bilby, NBC- 
TV's exec veepee in 
advertising - promotion - public 
lations 

It was Bilby, it’s recalled, who 
two seasons ago got the jump on 
the rival networks by launching an 
ambitious on-the-air promotion 
campaign on the new season’s pro- 
gramming several months in ad- 
vance. By September starting date 
the sought-for identity and impact 
had been established with a re- 
sultant payoff that carried through 
for practically the entire season. 

Now Bilby is embarking on an 
entirely new promotional plan, in 
utilizing the network's own facili- 
ties which, if successful could play 
an important role in tv’s attempt 
to achieve greater respectability 
and mold a finer image of itself. 
In short Bilby, coincident with 
the launching of the '59-'60 sea- 
son, will concentrate exclusively 
on giving national recognition to 
the network's long list of behind- 
the-camera creative talent. All of 
the network’s promos—and there 
will be a full barrage of them, 
every half-hour of the day and 
night—will be designed for one 
purpose: to build the writers, pro- 
ducers and directors into nation- 
ally prominent figures and give 
them the same recognition and 
prominence as the stars or the 
properties. There will be no at- 
tempt to slight the stars. but 
rather to equate the star with the 
creative components behind the 
show. In short, NBC is determined 
to make a Robert Alan Aurthur or 
a John Frankenheimer as popular 
as a Steve Allen. 

This will be the first major at- 
tempt made by tv to give its crea- 
tors something more than money, 
and NBC is hopeful that, with the 
proper acclaim that had previously 
been denied them, perhaps those 
who have defected from the 
medium to toil in vineyards where 
they, too, were glamorized, will 
now be willing to return. 

Bilby has already started “pro- 
duction” on his promos, which will 
be channelled into three separate 


areas. There will be the one- 
minute promotions for full net- 
work exposure; and two supple- 
mentary promos for the affiliate 
stations, one 20-second set and a 
10-second series for nighttime 
use. 


All the promos will tell of the 
men who are creating the proper- 
ties for NBC next season, among 
others Budd Schulberg, George 
Schaefer, Alex March, Dore 
Schary, David Shaw, S. Lee Pos- 
gostin, Jess Oppenheimer, Bud 
Yorkin, Robert Saudek, Archibald 
MacLeish, Robert Graff, Robert 
Alan Aurthur, Mildred Freed Al- 
berg, Delbert Mann, John Frank- 


enheimer, Reginald Rose, Jack 
Smight, Robert Stevens, Alex 
Segal, Roger Hirson, etc. 


And because the concept is de- 
signed as something beneficial for 
the entire industry, NBC doesn’t 
covet any “we thought of it first” 
ambitions. It hopes CBS falls in 
line with the same promotional 
campaign. 


Godfrey's 3 Sponsors 
On CBS-TV Sept. Special 


The date, the sponsors and the 
time have been firmed for the re- 





turn of Arthur Godfrey to CBS-TV. | 


The previously ailing No. 1 money- 
maker at the network will do the 
first of four specials between 10 
and 11 p.m. on Sept. 16 


His last appearance on the air | 


was in April, when he left off his 
many CBS chores for a cancer op- 
eration. His medics since have 
said he’s doing well. 

Sponsoring the initial 
will be Benrus, Sara Lee Kitchens 
and Hoover Vacuum Cleaners. Trio 
of bankrollers accounts for a full- 
up status on the stanza. 


charge of | 
re- | 


oneshot | 








‘Nielsen's Upped Fee, Curtailed Rating 
Service Plan Finds TV Webs Up In 
Arms With Threats to Cancel Out 


+4 The three wx sr 

t aago* * Niels “0, 

NBC-TV PACTS CHICO; | Auc"rv.""cBs‘rv “sna NBC-TV 
| have put the research firm on no- 

DICNER GROUCHO SPEC. bewea that they'll cancel the rating 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


NBC-TV hag signed Chico Marx | 
to a three-year contract calling for | 


five guest shots yearly. Next day 


Gummo Marx, biz manager for the | 


acting family, had to decline a 
similar deal from CBS-TV. 

Regular working member of fam- 
ily, Groucho, is being sought by 
Henry Jaffe to do an hour version 
of “The Mikado” for his AT&T} 
series of musical specials. 


NBC-TV Calls In 
The Press to Sing 
Its 59-60 Medley 


| The boys who make with the 
abacus, graphs, charts and decimal 





points at 30 Rock have been com- | 


puting figures dealing with NBC- 
TV's fall programming structure 
and what they've come up with is 
sufficient to produce a broad grin 
even on the map of the most 
humorless controller in the RCA 
Building. 

One gathered from the upbeat 
talk at the press conference staged 
by NBC-TV yesterday (Tues.) at 
the Park Lane Hotel that the 
1959-60 outlook was off to a wing- 
ding, ding-dong. super-bong start. 
Walter D. Scott, exec veep of 
NBC-TV, made it evident that the 
web had a 100° increase in spe- 
cials over last season's total, re- 
portedly the previous industry 
high; 50° new nighttime schedule 
with 12 new hours in the weekly 
24-hour total; 250 hours of color 
programming (30° increase) in 
the fourth quarter of this year, an 
average of 18 hours a week; total 
investment by advertisers of $57,- 
000,000 in specials, a new record 


and a 128° increase over last 
season's $25,000,000, the previous 
high. 


Significant, too, was the revela- 
tion that time and talent for NBC- 
TV's entire sports schedule adds 
up to the tidy sum of $36,000,000 
Of this total, $32,000,000 has been 
sold to sponsors as of now. Ap- 
proximately 450 hours of sports- 
casts are scheduled, a 10° jump 
over last year's record high 

On the planning board are 
least 40 news specials, including 
16 prime time specials. Twenty of 
the specials will be produced 
NBC _Pub-affairs 
the NBC Opera Co., will offer four 
operas and there'll be a 100° in- 
crease in pubaffairs and educa- 
tional programming, including a 
60-minute presentation of “Con- 
tinental Classroom” on a Monday- 
through-Friday basis, with the new 


chemistry course in color. It was 
also indicated that “Bonanza.” the 
full-hour weekly series will be 
filmed in color 

David Levy, veep of NBC-TV 
programs and talent, said that 17 
shaws, half the weekly evening 


schedule, will preem this fall. In 

what NBC-TV regards as a typical 

week this October. days, nights, 
(Continued on page 56) 


4 Crosbys to Guest 
On Bob Hope Special 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 

The Four Crosbys — Bing’s 
sprouts—who opened af the Sa- 
hara, Las Vegas, last week, have 
been inked to guestar on Bob 
Hope’s initial tv spec in fall 

Combo are skedded to do a 
stint at the El Morocco, Montreal, 
starting Sept. 17, then take off on 
an eight-week swing through 





| Europe. 


by | 
Additionally, | 


; service if some serious changes in 
attitudes, as well as technique 
aren't affected soon. Nielsen serv- 
ice is the industry's most generally 
accepted audience yardstick 

Notification of cancellation is a 
formality, in that the webs are 
| dickering a new contract with Niel- 
sen and, by previous contract slip- 
ulation, must give the research 
company a year's notice befove 
| pulling out. But it is significant to 
|/note that none of them, in recent 
| years, at any rate, previously felt 
|the need to put Nielsen on notice, 
Crux of the matter is. that Niel- 
| sen wants to up the annual price 
}of the tv rating service. And, as 
| the networks see it, Nielsen wants 
| the increase for a diminished serv- 
ice, which in particular, would ap- 
pear to hurt ABC-TV the most, al- 
though the other webs would have 
their share of resultant problems 
as well. 

Nielsen proposed a 4% increase 
on the gross charge to each of the 
webs. Increase would be made in 
two 2° stages. But the networks 
kave argued that # 4° gross in- 
crease is, technically, an 8% in- 
crease. Because, as Nielsen ar- 
ranges iis fees, ABC, CBS and 
NBC each receive maximum dis- 
count of nearly 50°) on the gross 
price, thereby any increase of 4% 
of gross would naturally be dou- 
bled when it came to an actual 
cash transaction. 

Besides this, Nielsen proposed, 
when dickers began recently, to 
eliminate listing in each of its bi- 
weekly reports the number of sta- 


tions carrying each tv program. 
This “program station basis” or 
“coverage factor,” if ecliminated, 


might tend to prejudice the atti- 
tude of tv advertisers, et al., toward 
programs on short station lineups. 
ABC-TV has a number of pro- 
grams on short lineups, simply 
because it doesn’t yet have the 
number of station affiliates each 
of the other networks has. Without 
a constant reminder by Nielsen 
that a stanza is on a short lineup, 
it therefore could be construed 
that poor quality rather than a 
limited number of stations is re- 
sponsible for low Nielsen average 
audience ratings. 
Nielsen charges ABC-TV a gross 
} (Continued on page 56) 


Arbitron tron Without 
N.Y. Network Key 


WCBS-TV, the CBS-TV 
& operated station, 
Arbitron, and consequently leaves 
the instantaneous method of tv 
audience measurement, started by 
American Research Bureau, with- 
out a single network key in N.Y. 

WRCA-TV, the NBC o&o, pre- 
viously dropped the service, insti- 
tuted a year ago this coming Sep- 
tember. And WABC-TV, the ABC- 
TV flag, never bought it. Depriva- 
tion of the big three in the metro- 
politan area is a tough blow, since 
the only city in-which ARB deliv- 
ers a regular local Arbitron is 
N.Y. It has a multi-market sur- 
vey based on six or seven other 
markets, none of which also de- 
livers a local instantaneous report. 
ARB is on the diary method of re- 
search reporting throughout most 
of the country, including Chicago, 
where the firm threw in the Arbi- 
tron sponge sometime back 

WCBS-TYV said it canceiled, 
fective Aug. 31 (almost 
the day from the time it bought 
the service), because it was reg- 
ularly proved that Arbitron was 
delivering a lower-sets-in-use count 
than either the previous ARB diary 
method or the cencurrent local 

‘Nielsen audimeter technique. 


owned 
has cancelled 


ef- 
a year to 
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WB Warns: ‘Lay Off Roy Huggins’ 


As TV ‘Layoff’ Invites Offers 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Warner Bros. last week took the 
unusual step of notifying scores of 
Hollywood telefilm producers to 
keep “hands off” of Roy Huggins. 
the studio's former “Maverick” 
producer now in the midst of a con- 
tractual hassle with the lot. 
rts that other compa- 
nies were making offers to Hug- 
gins, Warners warned that he is 
under firm contract and that any 


Amid reps 


effort t« re him away would re- 
sult in legal action by Warners 
Meanwhile, Huggins is on “layoff” 
at the studio for refusing to return 


to television produciion there ex- 


cept under his own terms 
H knowledged that there 


but asserted he 
of them seriously. 
ts no part of tele- 
ro place for a com- 
fectionist like myself,” 
He said he's getting 
some time as a 
and intends to 


tiers 


in 
off 


started when Huggins, 
ped “Cheyenne,” ‘“Mav- 
7 Sunset Strip” for 
s producing “Mav- 

1 with pneumonia 
deciced he wanted 
ion, and Warners 

m up as a producer 
First on the 
own screenplay, “The 
’ which was to have 

e of weeks ago with 


t features. 


st Jr. starred 
balist’s “77 Sunset 
Roger Smith, suf- 
n and was hos- 


s had to pull Zim- 
e feature and con- 
in “Sunset” until 














! thus postponing 
“Sav eets” indefinitely. Siu- 
dio the d Huggins to work in 
tv until the could be done. He 
refuse except under his own 
terms involving less-than-fulltime 
operatic d studio placed him 
On ¢ 

W: 1 Huggins both 
agree inder his written pact, 
the lot has a right to take him off 
salal Huggins insisted that 

nde bsequent verbal agree- 
ment setting him up in feature pro- 
duction, t studio had forfeited 
that ri leanwhile. “Maverick” 
is rolling under another producer, 


Coles Trapne 


50 More Markets 
On Bowling Seg 





Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Walter Schwimmer Inc. picked 
up 50 ne markets for “Cham- 
pions Bowling” via a regional 
buy by Munsingwear, assuring 
the f i ries its largest station 
lineu five years of syndication 
Show has 162 stations at the post 
fol the coming season, and 
Si e! irganization is bear- | 
ing « 1 to boost the total to 200. 

Maj regional advertisers for 
the series, in addition to Munsing- 
weal e Genesee Brewing Co., 
Carlings Beer, Pear] Brewing, and 


+Brunswick-Balke-Collender. Gene- 
see and Carlings will both be spon- 


foring the show for the fifth year. 

New series of 26 will be an} 
elimination tournament, the win- 
ner of which will receive a $10,000 
prize and a trophy. Past five se- 
ries have matched top keglers of | 


the world but not in an elimination 
format 


Hannibal Cobb As 
5-Min. Mysteriosos 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 
That stalwart private eye, Han- 
nibal Cobb, who detected regularly 
in Look mag’s Photo Crime series 
for more than 20 years, will be 
televised via a new series of five- 
minute mystery films produced by 


Video International Productions 
Inc., newly-formed by Harry Maiz- 
lish, owner of KRHM-FM, L. A., 
and KPAL, Palm Springs, and vet 
film producer Sol Dolgin. 

dames Craig will portray title 
role of Cobb and program ealls 
for 260 segs. Physical production 
will be under supervision of Bob | 


Stabier’s Filmaster Productions. 


> 
- 


U.S. TO ASSIST ON 
‘CANAVERAL’ SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

America’s space operations will 
be brought to the home screen via 
a new teleseries tabbed “The 
Towers of Canaveral.” Produced by 
Herschensohn Motion Picture Pro 
ductions, full 
Defense Dept., Air Force and Na- 
tional Aeronautics & Space Admin- 
istration is reported. 

Program will be launched wit! 
“Project Score,” story of the Atlas 
missile that orbitted the earth ra- 
dioing President Eisenhower's 
Christrnas message, followed by 
“Shoot the Moon” and “The First 
Days of Canaveral.” Eight scripts 
will be finished before start of pro- 
duction in Florida during next four 
months. 

Series, according to company 
prexy Bruce Herschensohn, will be 





cooperation of the 


factual and documentary but no 
of a newsreel nature, Topper has 
already spent some months at 


Canaveral, 


‘Bobo and Sports 
Set by Hermitage 


A new production outft 
as Heritage Productions Inc. is 
going a two-ply route in the mak 
ing of telefilm. Company has al- 
finished making $210,000 
worth of kid cartoons called “Bobo 





known 


ready 


the Hobo,” and in the next sever 
launch 
production of a 39-week half-hour 


weeks will into fullscale 


} 


series of sports shows, tentatively 
titled “Live Like A Champion.’ 

Headed by Skip Steloff, Heritage 
has finished, through the facilities 
of Lance Productions in Holly- 
wood, 78 five-minute “Bobo” car- 
toons. They have yet to be edited 
which Steloff figures will be done 
shortly. There are 26 original 
“Bobo” pix, which were made by 
Lorraine Lester, who did the origi- 
nal script, story and music, but 
they are not being included in the 
fresh batch of 78. If anything 
they'll be sold only as additional 
properties, in many cases, on a 
rerun basis. Miss Lester sold Ste- 
loff the rights. 

“Champion,” live-action produc- 
tion, will have, it is reported, foot- 
baller Kyle Rote as an emcee 
Four half-hours have already been 
filmed and are in the can. Shooting 
took place in N. Y. Rote will in- 
terview a number of big name 
sports guests, perhaps as many as 
three or four, on each of the 39 
shows. 


Screen Directors International 
Guild is expected to join ranks 
with Screen Directors Guild of 
America and the Radio & Televi- 
sion Directors Guild. This final 
step by SDIG—and it appears very 
| likely—would make directors the 
first labor group in television to 
facilitate total merger. 
| Last week, SDG, with some 1.155 
;}members, and RTDG, which lists 
889 rank-and-filers, announced a 
|plan for the amalgamation of the 
two. Plan, being put before rank- 
and filers, would put headquarters 
of the Directors Guild of America, 
jas it will be known, in Hollywood 
| Hollywood is where the large SDG 
junit is now based. 
| Strongest selling point of the 
|} proposed merger, which has been 
| talked of for a longtime, is that it 
would eliminate inter-union strife 
lover video tape jurisdiction 
| Sereen Actors Guild and the 
American Federation of Television 
& Radio Artists, with the same 
goal in mind, are also working on 
a merger, but more slowly, be- 
‘cause there are still signs of oppo- 


TV Union's First Total Merger’ On ¥ 


Tap as Directors Speed Fusion 


| second. 


‘PERMA-LIFT BUYS 


FASHION SPECIAL 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
Perma-Lift brassieres has pur- 
chased a special 60-minute film of 


0'Seas Prices on Telepix 


ere is a market-by-market rundown of average prices secured 
for half-hour telefilm properties in the world market. The prices, 


for the most part 


are for one run 


The average figures for indi- 


vidual markets are by no means absolute. For example, England 


» Pe “< . 2 ar. 
akg New Cae gg Pag ees ig ie pays about $2,800 per episode based on the average skein, but for 
Chicago. Show will be beamed| 4 few certain shows the price could go up to $5,000. Better prices, 
Sept. 1, which is the official press} 00, are secured in the Commonwealth Nations for Anglo-Ameri- 
release date for the fall fashion can co-productions. As in Britain, there may be a similar range in 
openings the quoted average prices in a number of other listed markets. 
Stations purchased are WCBS, Factors such as quality, competition, sets in use, etc., help to gov- 
N.Y.; KTTV, L.A.; and WBBM-TV, ern prices. But as to the average price, this is how the foreign mar- 
Chi. Latter station is producing the| ket shapes up 
film, a first-timer for tv, and is AVERAGE 
shooting the commercials for the PRICE 
sponsor. CBS Films is offering the PER 
show for syndication in other mar- EPISODE 
ets COMMONWEALTH NATIONS 
England $ 2,800 
Canada 2.500 
KTLA Yanks Tape | =" : 
Bermuda 25 
‘ $ 6,325 
Shows Protesting SPANISH-SPEAKING LATIN AMERICA* 
’ Mexico $ 550 
Puerto Rico 375 
Venezuela 375 
erun fee} és 2m 
El Salvadori 10 
: aoe Colombia 175 
Hollywood \ug. 4 Argentina 150 
KTLA is yanking off repeat air Peru 60 
ngs of two of its taped series with Guatemala 60 
a charge that the American Fed Costa Rica 35 
eration of Television & Radio Art Nicaragua = 
ater sols : : : Panama 45 
ists’ schedule of residual payments Uruguay 35 
s unfair and uneconomic. Show's . Stead 
ffected, both in summer repeats $ 2.155 
are “Youth Court and “Munic- *Add Price Paid for 13 Repeats of 39 episodes, 
ipal Court.” both of which will be or 32 718 
eplaced by film stanzas next week ———- 
Ihe AFTRA rerun fees, more Total for Spanish-Speaking market .... $ 2,873 
over, are seriously affecting the Brazil 1,000 
progress of the tape syndication Total for Latin America $ 3.873 
field, in the view of KTLA v.p.- 
yeneral manager Jim Schulke, and CONTINENTAL EUROPE 
the end may seriously hurt the France $ 800 
ve aciors chances in the tape Fren h Canada) 1,500 
field, Pointing to the Paramount- Luxembourg 17! 
owned indies own Situation, with Belgium 200 
the station producing tape shows |} Switzerland 290 
r syndication, Schulke stated that Italy 300 
he may be forced to produce fewer West Gern 1,000 
tape series than he first anticipated Austria 100 
because of the economics of the Denmark 145 
residual picture Sweden 200 
AFTRA rerun scales covers eight Finland ; 55 
repeats and call for payment of Netherlands 200 
320° of minimum to the actor Spain 90 
Schulke charges it’s top-heavy, in Monaco 50 
that it calls for for the first —_—_— 
repeat, 75° for the second, and $ 5,105 
5 for third fourth and fifth MIDDLE EAST 
—— 5 - ¢ gine a a oe Jran $ 90 
“ * Pe ee salige. , ma Saudi Arabia 45 
s to the 75 bite on first and sec Iraq 7 
ond reruns Lebanon 100 
He estimates that payments on Pere 
Youth Court” and “Municipal $ 305 
Court” have been running as much FAR EAST 
as 50 of the original budget of 
each show, and that he can air Japan 300 
good film programming for the Philippines 100 
summer months for less than the Hong Kong 50 
ost of a tape repeat. Moreover Thailand 70 
at 75° bite has been adopted by gga =m 
the musicians for tape repeats, and $ 520 
may set an industry pattern. Even Sate ee 
granting, said Schulke, that film Total .. 0. cere e reece eine eee eee eb ere eeeeneenees $16,128 


prices are presently depressed, the 


pattern being set by the AFTRA 
scale may make tape repeats per- 
manently more expensive than 
film 


Consequences in the 
cation market 


tape syndi 


Continued on page 54) 


sition to the move due, largely, to 
the difficulty in breaking tradition 
and to personal differences. SAG 
and 
ting rivals in many litigations dur- | 
ing the last eight years of televi- | 
sion. Little of this traditional op- | 
position marks the history of di- 


rectors, although there has been | 
some | 
New directors union, besides 


basing im Hollywood, will solidify 


jurisdiction over all directors, as- 
sistant directors and stage man- 
agers performing in film, radio, | 


tape and live tv. Org will have two | 
regional boards of directors, one 
on the Coast and the other in N. Y. 
Members of the boards will 
elected by the rank-and-file in 
their respective regions. A MNna- 
tional board, sitting in Hollywood, | 
will be comprised of members of 
the two regional boards. 


Plans call for Frank Capra, SDG 


president, to become prexy of the} 


merged guild, with Mike Kane, 
RTDG topper, listed as exec vee- 
pee 


mental in planning the merger. 


are even more seri 
| 
| 
| have 
| method of 


'of sounds and 
| 35m film sequences if necessary— 


AFTRA have been hard-hit- | Studios. 


eight RCA tele tape recorders (two | 


be | 
‘chrome units will sell for about 














Reeves-RCA Evolve 
New Method of Editing 
TV Tape Electronically 


Reeves Sound Studlos and RCA 
jointly announced a new 
electronically editing 
video tape which allows the mixing 
scenes—and even 


with switches (fades, dissolves etc.) 
timed down to a millionth of a 


Reeves plans to have by early 
winter full facilities for the elec- 
tronic editing in the firm’s N. Y. 
Equipment will include 


for color), two monochrome and 
one color live cameras, one mono- 
chrome and one color film chain 
with 16 and 35m projectors and 
slide projectors, three electronic 
editing, or mixing rooms and a 
master control room. Early esti- 
mate of the cost for the installa- 
tion is $1,500,000. An RCA offi- 
cial said the company will start 
delivering tape recorders in Au- 
gust. One unit is currently in op- 


leration at Charlotte, N. C., NBC- 


NBC-TV affiliate WBTV. Mono- 
' $50,000, color recorders for $65,000. 

Essentially, the new Reeves tape 
studios will allow the editing of 
taped tele programs and commer- 
cials with much the same flexibil- 
ity of motion picture film. For this 
reason, the company said, motion 
| picture production techniques can 


Capra and Kane were instru-| be applied to video tape for the | 
j first time. 


5-City CBS Push 
On Its Tape Blurbs 


CBS Television Network Produc- 
tion Sales, the arm of CBS Inc. ree 
sponsible for making and selling 
video tape commercials, is cur- 
rently involved in a five-city push 


to increase interest in the web's 
facilities. 
| Competing against rival NBC 


and the amassed forces of the in- 
die blurb producers, CBS has al- 
ready held tape demonstrations in 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


And, in an effort to cover all the 
major markets where ad agencies 
are located, Newell (Newt) Schwinn, 
director of the Production Sales 
division, plans early this month to 
send units to Chicago and Detroit. 
Idea of roadshowing the CBS tapes 
is a cleaf sign that the network 
figures a big buck can be had out 
of vidtape blurb-making. CBS has 
|also been having agency demon- 
| Strations in N, Y. for the last 60 
days on a once-weekly basis. 


Richman to ABC Films 

| Herbert Richman, formerly in- 
|ternational and domestic traffie 
manager for Screen Gems, has 
joined ABC Films as international 
booker. 

Appointment is part of firm's ex- 
‘pansion in foreign trades areas. 
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Food Clients Into Ziv No. 1 Spot 


Supermarket chains and food manufacturers have 


increased 


their bankrolling of Ziv syndicated shows fourfold in the last 
three years, according to a study by the firm. 


Buys by food companies, the study shows, represent 23° 


of 


Ziv’s total sales to more than 3,000 advertisers in some 350 mar- 


kets. 


Food products also have been gaining more rapidly in sponsor- 
ships in recent months. Ziv's overall sales increase a year ago was 
46°, but gain in food industry sponsors was about 70%. 

Heading the list of super chain Ziv clients are Kroger with the 
new “Lock-Up” Skeins for midwest and Texas outlets, in addition 
to regional sponsorship of “Sea Hunt,” and American Stores for 
subdivision Acme Stores Corp., with buys in Pennsylvania, Mary- 


land and Washington, D.C 


Runnerup to foods in Ziv syndication are breweries with 21% 


of total sales 


Dawson.” 


Tobacco firms are third with 16%. 
ter category was American Tobacco’s 1l-city buy 


Big boost in lat- 
for “This Man 








Landau Plan Would Permit Outfits — 
Like NTA to Grab Some Option Time 


Washington, Aug. 4 
FCC received a formal proposal 
yesterday ‘Mon.) to limit the 
amount of tv network option time 
to two-and-one-half hours in each 


of the morning, afternoon and eve- | 


ning option time segments. Ely A 
Landau, chairman of National Tele- 
film Associates, which has a net- 
work of its own (on film) that 
hasn't been fairing very well in 
the face of the regular tv web 
competition for time, suggested 
the revolutionary departure from 
practice 

If the FCC adopts the plan, it 
will open up 90 minutes a day to 
outfits such as NTA, 30 minutes of 
it in prime time 

Landau's specific proposals were 

(1) Option time be continued at 
the present level of three hours 
per broadcast day segment; but 
(2) that no ty station be allowed 
to option more than two-and-a-half 
of these three hours to any one 
program source. And (3) that no tv 
station be permitted to option 
time to any one program source 
in such an amount that the total 
of time optioned to that 


+ 


| 


same | 


source in the sarne market would | 


exceed two-and-a-half hours. 

Landau said, after placing his 
proposal before 
here, that it was “common knowl- 
edge that program sources other 
than the networks themselves do 
not, in actual practice, have access 
to prime time.” 

“It is our hope and belief that 
by embracing the practical modifi- 
cations. we have proposed the 
Commission will usher in a new 
era of unprecedented and healthy 
competition,” Landau concluded. 

FCC originally announced its in- 
tention of revising existing option 
time regulations on April 23, 1959. 
Under that proposed rule, option 
time would be reduced by a half- 
hour, as in Landau’s proposal, but 
no FCC has been made to date 
which would include option time 
to program sources other than the 
existing three networks. 

Sullivan & Cromwell, a N.Y. law 
firm, prepared Landau’s recom- 
mendations to the FCC 


Vidpixers, NAB 
Get Together 


Washington, Aug. 4. 





the Commission | 


| 
he 





French Canadian Network 
Buys WPIX ‘Berlin Crisis’ 


Y. indie WPIX has sold its 
second hour documentary, “The 
Cold War-Berlin Crisis,” to 12 sta- 
tions of the French Canadian net- 
work. Special has now been sold 
to 64 stations. 

WPIX production team, headed 
by producers Walter Engels and 
William L. Cooper Jr., has com- 
pleted three in the station's series 
of telemenitaries. “Russian Revo- 
lution” was the initialer, and “Se- 
cret Life of Adolf Hitler,” the 
third effort, has been sold in 13 
markets. 


$11,000,000 ‘Take’ 
As Liv Pushes 


Co-Sponsorship 


For the past three years, Ziv 
has been pushing co-sponsorship 
deals in the sale of syndicated film. 
Drive was climaxed during the 





| first half of 1959, when the telepix 


A liaison group of six television | 


‘ film production and distribution 
firms has been set up to exchange 


house closed approximately 400 
such pacts representing a gross 


time-talent of $11,000,000. 

Ziv says that there has been a 
62°% increase (since 1956) in the 
making of such telefilm marriages. 

“Lock-Up” was sold to American 
Tobacco recently on a 60-market 
alternate-week spread. American 
Tobacco was joined in Chicago by 
Phillips 66 Oil, by Ortlieb Beer in 
Philadelphia, by E. W. Edwards de- 
partment store in Syracuse, and by 
Old Monastery Wine in New 
Haven. Cig house got a whole host 
of other co-sponsors from the rank 
of banks, supermarkets and dairies. 

Apart from such alternate-week 
arrangements, Ziv says it wrapped 
up the kind of sales deals whereby 
two advertisers on seasonal basis, 
with one taking it six months a 
year (on a 52-week deal) and the 
other bankroller taking it the re- 
maining time. This kind of deal 
presumably involved intricate ar- 
rangements for splitting up the use 
of reruns. 


Big problem Ziv 
face is 


has had to 





NTAF ARMIN Screen Gems Envisions $40,000,000 


TAKING HOLD Gross for 59-60 With Production 


All the talk that 1960 will be the 
year video tape programming 
breaks through in _ syndication 
seems borne out by what happened 
this week at National Telefilm 
Associates. 

After nearly a full year of total- 
ly frustrated attempts to get tv 
stations to buy its video tape stan- 
zas, NTA _ suddenly 
mentum 
once with eight 


major tape tv 


deals in a like number of tv mar-| 


kets. 


Of the seven outlets, two of 


them each bought four of the NTA |} 


stanzas. 

But almost as important as the 
sales themselves is the program- 
ming pattern which 
for use of the four programs, the 
Alexander King, Henry Morgan, 
Mike Wallace and 
Stand” properties. Stations which 
bought them have decided to use 
the taped personalities after the 
nightly newscast and as the last 
items before sign-off 

This strongly suggests that, 
anticipated, tv outlets are 


as 
in- 


trigued by tape as a substitute for | 


feature films. Not only does this 
apply to talk shows, which have 
come to be considered a rather 


early form of video tape program- 
ming, but to repeats of network 
dramatics that have been pre 
served on tape for ultimate syn- 
dicated use. 

This 11:15 p.m.-to-signoff pat- 
tern was adopted by WTAR, Nor- 
folk, one of the two stations buy- 
ing all four NTA properties. In- 
cidenta'ly, until now NTA couldn't 


| get its taped shows into more than 


its own owned & operated outlets, 


| WNTA-TV, N. Y., and KSMP-TV, 


finding non-competitive | 


|clients for the syndicated telepix. | 


ideas with the Film Committee of | 


National Assn. of Broadcasters, 


Arrangement is designed to 


| 


| have 


| 


facilitate discussions of such com- | 


mon problems as film contracts, | 


servicing and shipping, NAB con- 
vention arrangements and relation- 
ship between broadcasters and pro- 
ducer-distributors. 

The firms making up the liaison 
group, all associate NAB members, 
are: Independent Television Corp., 
CBS Films, MGM-TV, Screen 
Gems; California National Produc- 
tions ana Ziv Television Programs. 
They were chosen in a poll con- 
ducted by mail among all film 


producers and distributors who are 
NAB associate members. 





On the other hand, Ziv says that 
co-sponsorships in the recent past 
occurred between related 
products such as dairies and bak- 
eries, auto dealers and finance 
companies, supermarkets and trad- 
ing stamp dealers and beverage 
and potato chip manufacturers. 





Dunkelman’s Own Shop 
Joseph Dunkelman has quit as 


Minneapolis (latter sold two weeks 
ago to 20th Fox). 

KTNT. Seattle, which 
bought four shows from NTA has 
not defined how they will be uti- 
lized. 
station will probably follow the 
same pattern as the Norfolk outlet. 

WIIC, Pittsburgh, bought the 
Henry Morgan stanza for use on 
Saturdays after the closing news. 
WTVT, Tampa, bought the nightly 
Mike Wallace tapes and intends 


using them at 11:25 p.m., after its | 


late news strip. 

One*downbeat aspect of the im- 
mediate NTA sales situation is that 
the aforementioned stations, not 
especially involved in the use of 
features at the moment, will main- 
ly be eliminating two-half hour 
syndicated telefilm skeins to make 
way for syndicated tapes. But, in 
these cases, this self competition 
by NTA film with NTA tape is not 


too serious because many of the | 


films were reruns, meaning that 
they won't be cutting into first-run 
telepic airings. 

NTA also made three sales in 
major markets for the Bishop 
Sheen series. Craftsmen Insurance 
and Albany Carpet Cleaners 
bought it for Boston, KTTV took it 
in L. A., and WEWS bought it in 
Cleveland. And KCRA, Sacramen- 
to, took Alex King and “One Night 
Stand,” a series of rotating guest 
programs. The KCRA deal was the 
last of the eight closed in the past 
week by NTA. 


ABC FILMS STEPS UP 
OVERSEAS ACTIVITY 


Under its new international set- 
up, ABC Films has made sales in- 
volving 545 half-hours to seven 
foreign countries during the last 
month. 

Countries include the United 
Kingdom, Switzerland, Finland, 
Australia, Japan, Mexico and Pu- 
erto Rico. Sales involve ABC's 
“Wyatt Earp,” “Three Musket- 
eers,” “Adventures of Ozzie and 
Harriet,” “People’s Choice,” “Wire 
Service,” “John Kieran’s Kaleido- 
scope,” “26 Men,” and “Sheena, 





president and director of Telepix | Queen of the Jungle.” 


Movies, Canada, and as veep and 
director of Screen Gems Ltd. 


Dunkleman is quitting these for- | tries. 


Sales to Finland and Switzerland 
mark firm's entry into those coun- 
Deals also are underway 


eign SG posts in order to open his | with Brisbane, Perth and Adalaide, 
own production company, Trans) Australian markets due to preem 


Video Productions. 


lin the fall. 


gained mo-| 
Distrib came up all at 


is evolving | 


“One Night} 


also | 


But NTA reports that the | 


At Alltime Peak: Eye Vidtape Field 





‘Underground, U.S.A.’ 
| For Rox Productions 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 

Coleen Gray will portray Marion 
Miller, former FBI undercover 
agent, in “Underground, U.S.A.,” 
upcoming teleseries produced by 
Rox Productions Actress was 
inked to a five-year contract for 
|series, which has been changed 
from its original tab, “The Marion 
Miller Story.” 

Lew Landers will produce and 
direct skein, for which pilot has 
just been completed 





Ralph Cohn Death 
May Speed Up SG, 
Col Assimilation 


| Since the death of Ralph M 

Cohn Saturday (1), the halls of 
| Screen Gems have been rife with 
| speculation on what's going to hap- 
pen to the vidpix arm of Columbia 

Pictures. A final decision will have 
to come soon from Col topper Abe 
| Schneider, who closed the picture 
company offices early on Monday 
!(3) because of the Cohn funeral in 
N. Y. (see obituary). 

There are those among the Co- 
lumbia top command who feel that 
| Cohn’s dzath will simply 
ate the assimilation of Screen 
| Gems into the parent firm. Over 
| the past few months, small signs 
| of assimilation have taken place— 
| as one Col exec put it, “to stop the 
tail from’ wagging the dog.” Irving 
Briskin, for instance, once a vice- 
| president under the SG -banner, 
was made a Columbia veepee, 
though he was still left in charge 
of telefilm production for SG. 
| Besides talent 
| having been formally assimilated, 
Col also took over supreme com- 
|mand of SG promotion and pub- 

licity. Also, the purehase of 
| Time Inc. tv-radlo stations in Salt 
| Lake City was made by Columbia 
| Pictures proper, not SG. 

Still in charge of SG sales is SG 
| veep2e John Mitchell. For the first 
working days after Cohn’s death, 

Col prexy Schneider gave no indi- 
cation of his plans for new man- 
agement of the subsidiary. 


Hal James Exits ITC 
For Burnett Agency 


Hal James, head of national 
sales for Independent Television 
Corp., is quitting his vidfilm job 
reportedly to assume a high-rank- 
ing radio-tv post with the Leo Bur- 
nett ad agency 

James defection from the Jack 
| Wrather-British ATV outfit was 
| prompted because of the dearth of 
network deals for ITC properties 
this spring. It is said James took 
the switch upon himself, over at- 
tempts by ITC prexy Walter King- 
sley to retain him 

Meantime, it is understood that 
Charles Goit, who was already in 
the national sales area at ITC, 
will replace James 


Nodella to SG 


Holiywood, Aug. 4. 
Burt Nodella leaves ABC-TV, 
where he has headed program de- 


| 
| 
| 





aide to Irving Briskin, veepee in 
charge of production. 





Fred Briskin, now producing. 


acceler- | 


and production | 


the | 


By BOB CHANDLER 


Hoilywood, Aug. 4. 
Screen Gems will approach 
surpass the $40,000,000 gross in- 
come mark in the coming year, 
rving Briskin, Columbia Pictures 
v.p. in charge of the subsidiary’s, 
west coast activities, predicts. The 
gross will represent an alltime 
high for the company; take for 
the year ending June 30 reached 
nearly $38,000,000. 

Some $19,000,000 of the total of 
$40,000,000 will be represented by 
income from new production, 
Briskin estimated. These comprise 
seven network series, at least three 
new syndicated series, and a mini- 
|mum ef two cartoon series out of 
H-B Enterprises. Balance will come 
from network reruns, such as “Rin 
Tin Tin,” “Cireus Boy,” “Shirley 
Temple’s Storybook” and “Tales 
of the Texas Rangers,” from syn- 
dicated rerun sales and from fea- 
ture film sales from the Columbia 
and Universal libraries to televi- 
sion. 

Screen Gems plans for the lat- 
ter part of next season and the 
1960-61 season will extend beyond 
the company’s present half-hour 
film production, Briskin said. Com- 
pany is planning to enter the vid- 
tape production field, is in the 
process of building a special de- 
partment to produce spectaculars 
and is developing several hourlong 
series 

Company feels tape is assuming 
more importance and Screen Gems 
;}must move into the field. No 
j}immediate plans are set because 
of the union problems surrounding 
tape jurisdiction, but Briskin is 
confident these will resolve them- 
selves in the near future. At that 
time, he anticipates that Columbia 


or 


will purchase ard insall tape 
|equipment on the motion picture 
lot. Briskin said Screen Gems is 


considering three or four proper- 
ties as tape vehicles; he feels tape 


| syndica'ion, in terms of higher- 
budgeted shows than have here- 
tofore been available, is still at 


least a year off, but tape shows for 
network use are already prac‘ical, 
‘Specials’ Division 

In the field of spectaculars, Bris- 
kin is already at work creating a 
department which will do notfing 
else but develop the network spe- 
cials. Initially, they are planned 
as film shows, though later Screen 
Gems might enter the live produc- 
tion field. As for hourlong series, 
this would be the first time Screen 
Gems has developed 60-minute 
properties—last spring, it planned 
“The Fat Man” as a hal’-hour but 
subsequently made a 60-minute 
pilot at ABC’s request 
| As for development of new prop- 
}erties, at this point Screen Gems 
is considering some 20 shows, 

(Continued on page 56) 





Sits Rei 
‘Trackdown’ Deal 


Schlitz Brewery bought the first 
| regional for “Trackdown,” the off- 
‘network half-hour telefilm skein 
| being distributed by CSS Films. 
It's the first time in the sponsor's 
| history that it ever signed for a 
| network rerun as part of its own 
| syndicated lineup. 

Buy was for Chicago, Milwau- 
kee, Midland, Mich., Denver, Pen- 
| sacola and Kansas City. CBS Film 
jalso sold the show to three sta- 
| tions, KMSP-TV. Minneapolis-St. 
Paul; WLIWI-TV, Indianapolis, 
and WRBG-TYV, Schenectady. 

CBS Films reports that on five 
other series, most of them well 
along in the syndicated rerun mill, 


velopment, to join Screen Gems as | it grossed nearly $1,500,000 in the 
| past four to five weeks. Shows are 
| “U.S. Patrol,” “Rendezvous,” “Col. 
He will be assigned to duties of | 


Flack,” “Air Power”: and “Navr 
Log.” 
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In Memoriam 


Ralph M. Cohn 
May |, 1914 © Aug. 1, 1959 
Officers and Employees of 


Columbia Pictures Corporation 


and 


Screen Gems, Ine, 
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TV’S SCRAMBLE FOR GUESTS 





TV's Hot Team: Levy-Gardner-Laven 


Just a year ago, a young thea 
just getting their feet wet in telev 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


ision, Today, the team is the hot- 


test thing in Hollywood, with a total of three network packages 


under their belt for fall. 
Team is Jules Levy, Arthur G 
partnered with Four Star, will be 


tectives,”’ 


“Tales of the Plainsman” 


trical film production team was | 


ardner and Arnold Laven, who, 
producing “Robert Taylor's De- 
and “The Rifleman,” which 


started it all. Levy-Gardner-Laven will account for fully a third 
of Four Star's record total of nine series, yet have been in the 
medium for only a year, which is some sort of record. 


“Rifleman” began as a pilot on 


originally aired as a “Rifleman” s 


Taylor stanza was formatted by the trio, and Taylor went for 


the show on the basis of format 


“Zane ‘Grey Theatre,” first tv ef- 
fort for the trio, which had been in medium-budget feature produc- 
tion for United Artists. As a series, it was an immediate hit, zoom- 
ing into the Top 10 on its second outing last fall. “Plainsman” was 


egment during the winter. 


and production schedule, which 


permitted him plenty free time for feature assignments and lei- 


sure. lt 
and prexy of Four Star. 
With a three-show work load 


was cinched by Dick Powell, a close friend of the star's 


Levy-Gardner-Laven are begin- 


ning to expand their staff. They've added Arthur H. Mandel, who 
was with them in pix and who more recently was with McCann- 


Erickson here, as an exec of thei 


r various companies. Production 


companies, incidentally, are named after English locales—Sussex 
and Hastings are the two thus far set up, former for “Rifleman,” 


latter for the Taylor show. 
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TV Needs Clearing House to Avoid 
Conflicts on Shows, Sez Schaefer 





What tv evident!y needs, in addi-¢ 


tion to a good nickel fee tv opera- 
tion is a clearing agency to 
straighten out conflicting specials 
on rival webs. Something, for ex- 
League of N.Y. 


ample. like the 
Theatres which theatrical pro- 
ducers call sufficiently ahead of 


time to check tnat no other preems 
agenda the night they 


are on the 
plan to open visit was inspired by Leon Uris’ onetimer probably in January or 
“There's a sort of gentleman’s best-selling ‘Exedus” but found February), Bobby Darrin and 
agreement not to conflict,” George Israel even more wonderful than Frankie Avalon. 
Schaefer, who's set to produce and described in the book One of the factors that will work 
direct some six 90-minute specials She visited Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, ' in favor of Sullivan’s ability to 
on the “Hallmark Hall of Fame” and Galilee and shopped in Tel garner headliners lies in the fact 
ever NBC-TV this fail, observed Ayiv for an Israeli dress needed that he'll be switching sponsors 
this week. “So, why can’t there be for a special U.S. tv show this fall. | For the first time in many years, 
a vague check point in tv in order The party’s visit was sponsored by he'll be without the Lincoln-Mer- 
to avoid specials back-to-back on the Israel Bonds Organization and | cury bankroll. Colgate-Palmolive 
the air?” Miss Shore is guest of the Israeli is replacing. Thus the performers 
toe athete a ; Government. who have been closely identified 
Scheefer, whe's come up aguas with the Chevvy Show, Buick, | 


this problem on several occasions 
previously, feels it is a positive 
shame that some 20,000,000 people 
are frequently torn between catch- 
ing two outstanding shows at the 
game time. He contends that it is 
distinctly bad public relations on 
the part of the networks to slot 
their specials in this fashion; not 


only is it bad, he charges, it is 
downright crazy to place these 
shows back-to-back. In the past, | 


Schaefer's productions of “Kiss Me 
Kate” and “Berkeley Square,” to 
name a few, have been hit by what 
he considers poor planning on the 
part of web programmers. He said 
he never minded playing opposite 
a high-rated regular Western or 


a sturdy week-in-week-out variety | 


show but to be stacked against an- 
other big special just didn’t make 
sense. 
to decide between two big spe- 
cials.” is something I'll never be 
able to fathom,” he muttered. 
Schaefer, who recently organ- 
ized his own producing firm, Com- 


(Continued on page 52) 





| Inc.. 


Dinah in Israel 


Tel Aviv, Aug. 4. 
Dinah Shore, on a three-day pri- 
vate visit to Israel with her hus- 
band George Montgomery and 
daughter Melissa, accompanied by 
two teenage boy friends, said her 
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Nine, Inc.s Major 
TV Packaging Bid 

° 
ackaging Did; 
¢ e 5] e 

Levittown’ Series 

A creative production outfit re- 
cently sprouted in the tv field with | 
the curious corporate title of Nine, 


It should be made clear at | 
the outset that Nine, Inc. doesn't 


PRIGES UP IN 
PAGTING FEVER 


The demand for headliners for 
a multitude of specials due in the 
fall has caused an acceleration of 
buying acts for the weekly variety 
shows on television. The competi- 
tion has become keener not only 


| for the attraction, but for the run- 


of-the-mill act as well. Ed Sullivan, 
for example, has signed a batch of 
acts. Garry Moore is also inter- 
ested in pacting a few and has 
given Alan King a contract for 
six guesters at $7,500 each. 

This is forcing other shows such 
as the Perry Como and Dinah 
Shore layouts to keep on the look- 


| out for names whom they can sign 


for a string of dates. This prac- 
tice, admittedly, has been forcing 
the price of guest shots upward, 
and at the same time has dimin- 
ished the supply of talent that will 
be floating around with no con- 
tract in sight. 

A curious situation Is taking 
place. Talent that hitherto would 
grab at any guester, are holding 
off and will sign only for one 
show on the basis that there will 
be a shortage developing within 
the season and their value will 
zoom. 

Apparently, the variety shows 
are buying up whatever they feel 
they can use. Per usual, Sullivan 


| has copped the longest list includ- 


ing Teresa Brewer for six shots. 
Others he hes pacted include the 
Barry Sisters, Jean Carroll, Dick 
Roman, Betty Johnson, Julius La 
Rosa, Frankie Laine, Johnnie Ray, 
Corbett Monica, Ginger Rogers (a 


Ford, Chrysler, as well as some 
of their fairly regular guests, will 
thus become proper game for the 
Sullivan display. This factor will 
alleviate a shortage of headliners 
for Sullivan. 

The calibre of talent that has 
been made available for multiple 
guest deals, this season, is gener- 
ally not of the toprated class. 
Most in that category are holding 
out in hopes that they will head 
at least one of the multitude of 
specials. Thus even the scrubs will 

(Continued on page 56) 


LEVER MAY TRIM 





“Why people should have 


stand for the nine Greek muses | ’ 

nor the nine day wonders. It MR. LUCKY COIN 
merely stands for three knowl-| Lever Bros. may decide to drop 
edgeable individuals, Tom Naud, half of its sponsorship of “Mr. 
Dick FeldMan and Jerry Seelen, | Lucky,’ the stanza being inserted 
| the corporate officers, aided and | early next fall on CBS-TV as re- 
abetted by six outside tv experts | placement for “Brenner.” Tenta- 
such as choreographers, designers, | tive decision to cut back to alter- 
| etc., who are available on call. This | nate weeks on the Saturday half- 





i 


| adds up to nine, it is plain to see. 


Naud is prexy; Feldman, veep, | 
and Seelen, secretary-treasurer. 


hour came last week as the soap 
bankroller completed a last-min- 
ute review of its fall tv budget. 


*.e 
British Com 1 | TA They gave up good paying regular| For a while, it appeared as though 
jobs in the writing-directing-pro- | Lever might eliminate its part 


All Squared Away 


London, Aug. 4. 

By paying over a sum 
$1,005,000, the Independent Tele- 
vision Authority has now cleared 
the whole of its outstanding debt 
of $1.584.000 to the Exchequer. 
When set up in 1954, ITA was en- 
abled to borrow $5,600,000 during 
its first years of life to enable it 
to build stations and provide work- 
ing capital. 

The final repayment was actual- 
ly handed over last Thursday (30) 
on the fifth anniversary of the 


passing of the Television Act, and | Situation comedies written by Ger- | 


five years earlier than it was due. 
In addition to paying back the 
capital borrowed. 


ducing field in order to create 
their own program building shop 
with an eye to selling to top spon- 
| sors, agencies and webs. The boys 
feel they have considerable in 
common inasmuch as they had a 
| year’s successful stint as a weekly 
production team on the Pat Boone 
show during the 1957-58 season. 
|The glowing reception accorded 
|the Boone show during a. season 
' that saw the guillotining of some 
|nine similar musical-variety pro- 
| ductions, whipped up the boys to 
form their own production com- 
pany. 

One of their hottest present un- 
| dertakings is a series of half-hour 


} 


j}ald Green in collaboration with 
‘Seelen. The series will be tagged 


ITA has also| 1ne Man Who Came to Levit- 


sponsorship of the hourlong “Raw- 
hide” on the same network. In- 
ste2i, however, participation in the 
stanza was renewed during the 
| budget examination. 


‘Wed. ABC-TV Slot For 
‘Masquerade Party’ 


| After three months of not being 
| able to pin down the program, or, 
for that matter, to get a sponsor 
for the time, ABC-TV finally came 
|up with both this week for the 
| Wednesday 8-8:30 p.m. time. Mogen 
David Winery plans moving “Mas- 
| querade Party” into the slot. 
| At one point Gale Storm was to 
have taken 8 p.m. that night. At 
| another, it was slated for “Dick 
| Clark's World of Talent,” which 





divvied up $246,000 interest to the town” and concerns itself with | has since been moved into Sun- 
Postmaster General during 1954-; Community rather than home life. | day, 10:30 p.m. period, with P 


59. 


(Continued on page 50) 


) Lorrillard as half-sponsor. 








Arbitron’s Top 10 


(Week July 27-Aug. 2) 


77 Sunset Strip ABC 21.5 
Gunsmoke CBS 20.0 
What's My Line CBS 19.0 
Loretta Young NBC 17.8 
Have Gun CBS 17.5 
Desilu Playhouse CBS 17.3 
Alcoa Theatre NBC 168 
Alfred Hitchcock CBS 163 
U.S. Steel Hour CBS 163 
I've Got Secret CBS 160 








Crowded TV Sked 
For Les Midgley, 
“Network & Local 
| 


Les Midgley’s special CBS-TV 
news unit is fairly bursting: with 
| assignments for the upcoming sea- 
;son. His small group has been 
| given nine, possibly 10, news one- 
shots to do, many by year's end. 
| Of particular note at this point 

is the fact Midgley’s group, of net- 
work origin and under the aegis of 
the network’s topper, John Day, is 
being considered to produce a lo- 
cal news series of maybe two or 
three or even four stanzas for 
WCBS-TYV, the network's Gotham 
| key. Series is expected to be on 
| Harlem. 

But of national scope, Midgley’s 
assignments include a special on 
the Richard M. Nixon trip to Rus- 
sia, one on the Vienna Youth Fes- 
tival, another on the South Pacific 
Trust Islands (pegged for Septem- 
ber to dovetail with the United Na- 
; tions report on the U.S. steward- 
| Ship of these Micronesian Islands) 
Midgley also has one pending on 
the current steel strike, and yet 
another—on Brasilia, the new in- 
terior capital being built by Brazil. 
| Not by any means through, Mid- 
| gley’s unit will probably also work 
on the four year-end CBS-TV 
wrapups: “Big News of '59,” “Years 
of Crisis, No. 11,” 
U.S.A.” (a show on American tech- 
nological progress), and “Where 
We Stand, No. 3.” 

Because of the crush of work 
facing Midgley, CBS News took 
one of his regular directors, Av 
Weston, and gave Weston the net- 
work's second and only other spe- 
cial news unit. Weston, who will 
set up on a basis somewhat similar 
to Midgley, has already been set 
to handle one of the “CBS Re- 
ports” nighttime news specials on 
“The Crowded World.” a report 
on the effect of the “population 
explosion.” 





show—whether this falls to Weston 
or not is not determined—for the 
Bell & Howell-B. F. Goodrich co- 
sponsored prime time six-show buy, 
which comes under “CBS Reports.” 
It'll be one called “600,000,000 
Miles an Hour,” regarding man’s 
attempt to move into space. 

Bill Grief will probably replace 
Weston as the director of the busy 
Midgley unit. Besides Grief, Mid- 


and the unit also calls for a pro- 
duction assistant and busines) 
manager, plus the various camera- 
men and technician who are signed 
on as needed. Weston’s unit will 
differ, chiefly in that he'll act as 
both his own producer and direc- 
tor. To be hired are writer, re- 
searcher and a film supervisor. 


Rivalry’ For ABC-TV 





win legiter which had a brief run 
on Broadway, has been acquired by 
ABC-TV for a spec. It's a drama- 
| tization of the Lincoln-Douglas de- 
bates. 

Plan is to sell the show for a 
| one-nighter on Lincoln's Birthday 





Clyne Likes Goldenson ‘Nabe House 
Modus Operandi as Applied to TV, So 
McCann Goes Big 


+ 
? 


for ABC Shows 


In the belief that ABC-TV will 
be the No. 1 network by the 1959- 
1960 season, McCann - Erickson, 


| which claims it will bill more in 


nighttime network programming 


| than any of its major agency rivals, 


| toplevel 


is throwing 40° of its after-dark 
budget into the Leonard H. Gold- 
enson-Oliver Treyz programmatie 
orbit. Besides a boost to ABC-TV, 
McCann lauds hour action-adven- 
ture stanzas, of which, incidentally, 
ABC is a forerunner. 

NBC-TV and CBS-TV wil! split 
the remaining 60° fairly evenly 
next season. 

C. Terence Clyne, who rides 
herd on video buys for McCann 
and manages an armful of other 
administrative respon- 


| sibilities, figures Goldenson, prexy 


|of American 


Broadcasting-Para- 


| mount Theatres, is operating ABC- 


“Tomorrow | 


| 
| 


Network is also mulling ancther | 


gley has as writer John Sharnok, | 
as research-reporter Jane Bartels, | 


TV much after the manner of a 
group of nabe motion picture 
theatres. As Clyne puts it, Gold- 
enson is getting the best available 
programming at the most reason- 
able price. McCann, consequently, 
is banking on safe cost-per-1,000 
its various ABC-TV 


return via 
buys. 
In many additional instances 


next season, McCann is riding with 
hourlong entries—elsewhere as 
well as ABC-TV. Agency's clients, 
according to Clyne, are basically 
committed to participations, or in 
other words, network spot an- 
nouncements. 

Clyne said that while McCann 
will have the greatest volume of 
nighttime business next season— 
with somewhere near $60,000,000 
in nighttime billings to be laid 
out—J. Walter Thompson, Ted 
Bates and BBDO, in that order, 
will be the Nos. 2, 3 and 4 agencies, 
each spending between $50,000,000 
and $60,000,000 in 1959-60 prime 
time slottings. 

Only two ad agencies, actually, 
are going ahead to any marked de- 
gree with specials next season, and 
one is McCann, which means that 
while ABC is getting the major 
share of McCann's money, it is 
NBC and CBS, which are the ones 
with the specials (or as Clyne calls 


them, “insertions’’) 
B&B's 26.5 Average 
Behind the top four agencies 


are Benton & Bowles and Young 
& Rubicam, in the $40-$45,000,000 
nighttime network billings class. 
And B&B, with no insertions on 


‘Candid Camera’ In 
All Forms, Shapes 


Allen A. Funt this week said 
there was a resurgence of interest 
in his “Candid Camera”) presenta- 
tion both on tv and radio. 

In addition to signing a 39-week 
deal to produce a “Candid Camera” 
segment for each Garry Moore 
show on CBS-TV, Funt reported 
new sales of old “Candid Camera” 
films on seven ¢@ mestic stations 
and with additional deals pending 
in Canada and Ausiralia. 

Harry Goodman, who distrib- 
uted the “Candid Microphone” ra- 
dio show, has broken down the 
entire library inte five minute 
shows of which there are 250 and 
reportedly selling well across the 
country. 

On the industrial front, Funt has 
used the “Candid Camera” tech- 
nique for Dejur and Americaa 
Home Magazine. . Upcoming is a 





}second film for the Saturday Eve- 


“The Rivalry” the Norman Cor- | 


ning Post. 

Funt also is dickering with 
Crest, paperback publishing out- 
fit, to de a new book about the 
life and times of the “Candid 
Camera” man and there is report- 
edly interest in a feature length 
film with a story based on the mis- 
adventures of a professional eaves- 


i dropper. 
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Though the nation’s most exciting political events 


are at least a full year away, the Westinghouse 


i IN HO US E Electric Corporation has announced its decision 
to sponsor for the third time the national political 


conventions as well as the Presidential Election 
A MES & URE O 3 over the CBS Television Network. 
This early decision clearly reflects the conviction 
ee on the part of Westinghouse that the CBS News 
éé TH | RD TE Fe Vi 4 y coverage of the conventions will again attract, just 
as it did in 1956, the largest average audiences 
of any television network for the duration of the 


conventions and the Election. It is equally a clear 
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demonstration of confidence based on a decade of 
experience with the CBS Television Network where 
next Monday night Westinghouse will present its 
500th weekly hour-long dramatic broadcast. 


They can be sure that in CBS News they will 


have at their service the most experienced, expert 


and enterprising team of political reporters and 
analysts in broadcasting. 

They can be sure they will render a vital service 
to the American people by providing them with 
complete and authoritative coverage of the single 


most important political process of a democracy. 


They can be sure this coverage will again earn 
for them the respect and gratitude of a nationwide 
audience and —as Westinghouse stated in 1956 — 
“contribute substantially to our over-all objectives.” 

Today when the public’s need for information 
is especially urgent, America’s leading advertisers 
are increasingly placing their confidence in the 
values of CBS News presentations—in such notable 
series as THE TWENTIETH CENTURY (sponsored 
by Prudential Insurance Company of America), 
CONQUEST (sponsored by Monsanto Chemical 


Company), the new, exciting documentary series 


CBS REPORTS (sponsored by Bell & Howell 
Company and B. F. Goodrich Company) which 
will begin this Fall, and WOMAN! (sponsored 
in part by Dow Chemical Company). 

Like Westinghouse, they, too, can be sure they 
have working for them not only the most widely 
acclaimed news organization in television, but 
also the network that for the fifth consecutive 
year provides the largest average audiences of 


any single advertising medium in the world. 


THE CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
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Al Hollender’s TV-In-a-Nutshell 


607%, Effective Use; 40% Abuse 


—On Other 


By BILL GREELEY 


Alfred I Hollender, newly- 
elected exec veepee and tele chief- 
tain at Grey Advertising, figures 


that with advertisers currently, tv 


is about 60 effective use and 
40°> abuse 
The reasons for the misuse, he 
says, are threefold 
1. Not enough attention to pre- 
test and post test of commercials. 
2. Not enough concern’ with 
compatibility of product and show. 
3. Integration of commercial 
message with show has not gone 
nearly f enough 
For ¢ mercial testing, his own 
has a network of phone 
rs in major markets around 





country who survey viewers 
following Grey - sponsored pro- 
grams for commercial effectiveness 


and sponsor identification. There's 
a similar nationwide staff of field 
interviewers for pre-test of blurbs. 
They go inte homes with portable 
rear-screen viewers and run off 
pro s with new commercials 





Questioning as regards 
and effectiveness of the 


inserted 
retention 





pitch done 24 hours later. The 
device also supplies information 
on pro tastes, but the data is 
considered of secondary value. 
As'for point two, Hollender cites 
one.-acvertiser who sponsored a 
highrated show for three vears. 
The program was consistently in 
the-top ten, but sales results were 
relative nil The advertiser 
ignored age profile of the 


audience 
upper bracke 


h was strictly in the 
s, while the product 








being ed was almost exclu- 
sively used by voung women 

The seme abuse, he says, goes 
for the jarring effects of cars or 
hair sy s in the middle of a 
western 

And, he savs, “Too many shows 
today merely spot carriers 
rather than commercially integrat- 
ed unit 

Hollender’s promotion to execu- 


tive veep makes him one of the 


very fe broadcast men among 
agency top management today 
Others would be Robert Foreman 


of BBDO and Ted Steele of Benton 


& Bow But the Grey topper 
sees his move as an early indica- 
tion of a trend that must come. 
With 50°° or more of major ad 


budgets now going to tv, he savs, 


top management must know the 
medium thoroughly—‘“must know 
how to integrate tv into the toial 


marketing picture.” 
$60,000,000 Billings 

who's been with Grey 
and a half years, has seen 
his agency's tv billings grow from 
less than 5° of the total to 50°. 
Total billings since 1953 have gone 
from $11,000,000 to almost 
$69,000,000 

Since the first of this year, Grey 
has been red hot in the new biz 
department, adding about $10,000,- 
000 in new clients and products. 
They include Ward Baking’s Tip 
Top bread; Hudson Pulp & Paper; 
Catalina swim suits; MeCall’s mag- 
azine; Benrus watches; Palm Beach 


Holle: 
for six 


aer 


clothes; and several new Mennen | 
products and two new Procter & 
Gamble items 


Hollender attributes the growth 
mainly to the agency’s emergence 
in packa goods (75° of the cli- 
ents are tv users) 

In his new job, Hollender will 
supervise tv, marketing services, 
production, finance and_ branch 
office operations. The agency has 
one other executive veep, Herbert 
D. Strauss, who will now head up 





client contact and creative serv- 
ices Agency prez is Arthur C. 
Fatt. Lawrence Valenstein is board 


chairman 


For Psych in Ads 


Benton & Bowles has renewed 
its research fellowship fund at 
Ruigers Univ for another year. 


Purpose for research in the ap- 

plication of psychology to advertis- 

ing and marketing. Fund provides 

for two senior student fellowships. 
Duffy to Eisenhower 

Ben Duffy, former prez and now 


vice chairman of the board, BBDO, 
Sunaay (2) handed the U. S. Chal- 
lenge Trophy to President Eisen- 
hower at the Ridgefield horse 


show. Duffy and the president are 
old friends through the agency 
man's close association with Eisen- 


Fronts 


Ad Agency 


hower during past presidential 
elections. 

SWITCHES: Clark L. Wilson, a 
Ph.D., joins BBDO as veep in 


charge of research. He’s been with 
with a Coast personnel and mar- 
keting research firm he founded in 
1948. 

Selden B. Carter, formerly with 
the Nestle Co., joins Lambert & 
Feasley as an assistant account 
exec. 

NEW BIZ: Florida packers of 
frozen orange concentrate appoint 
Benton & Bowles to handle a $3,- 
300,000 three-month national ad 
campaign beginning in September 
Agency also handles the Florida 
Citrus Commission. 

Mennen tube shave creams and 
men’s talcums to Warwick & Leg- 
ler and Date-line stick deodorant 
to Grey. 


Candygrams to Chicago office, 


Young & Rubicam. Firm's veep 
and general manager is Walter 
Nelson, former p.r. director of 
Reach-McClinton, N. Y. 


Chi i 
i Agencies 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Revised organizational alignment 

at Needham, Louis & Brorby gives 

James G. Cominos the new title of 

viceprez in charge of tv-radio pro- 

gramming, with v.p. John Scott 


Keck assisting. James L. Isham be- 


comes veep in charge of creative 
services, new post to which the 
heads of copy, art and tv-radio 
creative depariments report In- 


creasing complexities of televis 

programming and the growing de 
mand for the creation of new shows 
and program concepts” is 


give! as 


the reason for the creation of 
Cominos’ new post. 

John Rundall, ex North Adver- 
tising, to Foote, Cone & Belding’s 
Chi office as broadcasting super- 
visor. 

Cinetarium Advertising Column 


a kind of motion picture billboard 
in the round, is being demonstra- 
to the ad trade at United Film & 
Recording Studios. 

Marshall L. Kissel upped to mar- 
keting director at Cunningham & 
Walsh.. 

Maxon Inc. plucked North Am- 
erican Van Lines, formerly handled 
by The Biddle Co. of Bloomington 
Il. 

Al Bonk, Elmer A. Blasco. John 
Kirby Roche and John P. Walke« 
upped to veeps at Roche. Richard 
& Cleary. 

William D. Watson promoted to 
exec veepee of EWRER. 

Norman, Craig & Kumme! mov- 
ing to Board of Trade Bldg. around 
Sept. 1. 

George P. Johnston, ex-Compton, 
joined Klau-Van Pietersom-Dun- 
lap agency in Milwaukee. 

Mrs. Elaine Norden of Campbell- 


Mithun elected chairman of Chi 
chapter of Electrical Women's 
Round Table. 


London Agencies 


Plans are already being ex 
amined for the seventh Interna- 
tional Advertising Film Festival 


to be he!d in Cannes from June 6 
through 10, 1960. Biggest decision 
made ©o far is to create two juries 
one to judge tv commercials and 


the other cinema dittos. Also, so- 
cial functions will be limited to 
an opening night welcome and a 
post-prize presentations dinner and 


dance. To be further examined in 


September, when the Joint Festi- 
val Committee meets next, are the 
questions of colored tv commer- 


cials and a possible limitation on 
the number of entries per com- 
petitor. The appointment’s 
approved and confirmed of | 
Taylor as independent d 
the fest. 

Ad agency circles in London 
currently debating whether peak 
hour on tv is always peak hou 
for all products. Question’s come 
into the limelight with the skedded 
rise of peak-time rates and a simul- 
taneous general cut in off-peak 
prices. Trend looks possible, ac- 
cordingly, towards a greater 
of spots outside the 7:30-10:30 


now 
Jeter 


irector of 


are 


use 


p.m. or thereabouts period. 


} 


| WRCV-TV’s Booming Biz 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4. 
WRCV-TV reports it 
reached a record high in national 
and local for the first 
six months of 
The NBC static 
crease in 
months of this year 
mond W. Welpott, \ 
m 


Station 


sales 
1959 

yn had a 32% 
the first 


spot 


in- 
sales in six 
over 


p. and general 





iger, reported 


In addition, Welpott said, the 
first six months of 1959 topped the 
same period last year. April showed 
a 42 increase to register the big- 
gest gain and May set a record 
with the highest dollar billing in 

e station's histo 


WGN-TV’s Bid For 
Culture & Sports 
Fans Cues Revamp 


Aug. 4. 
Indie station WGN-TV will dress 
ip its fall of vidfilms and 
conventional localers with sprigs 
of sports, culture and tint. Last 
week Tribune station con- 
tracted De Met to carry 
26 video tape reprises of this sum- 
eball and in addi- 
rangements to 
films and tapes 
ne and Northwest- 
ith at home 
an 24 } after 


Chicago 


lineup 


the 


with Pete 


games 


made a 





ours 


on 
Nl 
be slotted Satur- 
p.l a few after 

i. Latter will replace 
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e ( in League games 


Growing 1 > serious 
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hain to 
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season, the 
ept “Great 
Station has 
programs 
om the grand 
ba om of Sheraton Towers, a 
may be giv- 
on Michigan 
Studio 1-A 
of WGN- 


its 


es, too. the | D outle as 
sed ts t i eolor ¢ 
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cr t a T n¢ 
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This is natural in view 
from 
one on the north- 


est side the ¢ 


V's ojected cve Tf! pres 


Talent roster for the specials is 
h the Count 
Joe Williams 
g Septet pacted 
Dec. 6 and 
Sarah 
Cole Sex- 


firmed > Ww 


Basie o1 vocalist 


reoh 
cn 


Cozy 


Orch maestro 
» generally shuns 
agreed to baton a pair of 
and others in 
led by Walter 
illenstein, Hans 
kevitch, Izler 
Barbirolli and 
S Thomas Beecham. Among the 
solosists will be pianists Byron 
Janis and Grant Johannsen and 
Dorot}! Kirsten and John 
One s! will use a 
f 40 voices 
and light opera install- 
will be conducted by Arthur 
Andre Kostelanetz, How- 
Bariow and WGN music direc- 
tor Robert Trendler. Deems Tay 
host for the 
tentatively is 
(CST) 
pposite the “Sunday 
se’’ specs on NBC-TY. 


or hair pre ams 


be 


Rosbaud, 
Solomon. Sir 


singer 


VMcCollun ow 


chorus o 
Pops 


ments 


or has been signed as 
tire series, which 


ited at 7 p.m. Sundays 





General Mills Goes 
The Closed-Circuit Way 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 
Patti Tossy, formerly production assistant with NBC Radio, has 
joined staff of Robert Alan Aurthur’s “Sunday Showcase” at NBC-TV 
. . Roger Englander, producer-director, signed by Henry Jaffe Enter- 


prises for series of 12 musical programs for second season of Bell Teles 
phone Hour on NBC-TV in fall. On CBS, Englander begins third sea- 


son as producer-director of Philharmonic Young Peoples Concerts with 
Leonard Bernstein Dick Goodman, member of Tom Brophy’s staff 
at NYU Office of Radio-TV, currently in Japan observing methods used 





for teaching English language. He's also delivering talks on NYU- 
WCBS-TV “Sunrise Semester” accomplishments ABC-TV prez 
| Oliver Treyz off on five-week trip to the Orient next week Bob 
Engelke resigns Aug. 31 as manager of ABC-TV's sales development 
dept. to join Ted Bates agency as media supervisor 

Bob Weitman, CBS-TV program development veep, back in town 


4 “first” here was the nation- 

‘ sed circuit televising of the 
General Mills annual meeting here 
Fo e c-c network televising 
oceedings went out from the 
eeting at General Mills main of- | 
fices here to nu rous other stock- 






holders’ gatherings arranged 


company throughout the land. 

It was picked up for the televis- 
ing by the remote equipment of 
WCCO-TV, the CBS affiliate sta- 


tion here. 


by | 


.. Charles Steinberg, same web's press 
back vacation Jay Eliasberg, of CBS- 
TV research, to Cape Cod for respite Lloyd Nolan signed for an 
upcoming “Father Knows Best” appearance Assistant director 
Jimmy DiGangi becomes production supervisor on “Brenner,” series 
which Lever dropped but CBS plans to continue producing by mid- 
August Marshall Jamison signed to handle actual production for 
Leland Hayward’s CBS-TV “Fabulous Fifties,’ the 90-minute General 
Electric special next Jan. 17... June Havoe and critic Arthur Knight 
into “Last Word” Sunday (16 David J. Herzbrun named director 
of station promo services for CBS Radio Spot Sales . Russ Raycrof$ 
joining GAC-TV as general exec . . . Mutual commentator Cedric Foster 
on a one-month tour of the middie east and western Europe and his 
MBS news shows are being handled by Charles Warren of Washington, 
D.C. staff. 

Milt Rich has resigned as publicity chief of WCBS Radio to ditto for 
Aaron & Zousmer’s new-formatted ‘tape and live) “Person to Person” 


biz on Coast 
alter upstate 


after fortnight of 
info stripe! 

















on CBS-TV Mort Green, head of the Revion tele shows, at the 
Beverly Hills Hotel to sign talent for the 20 Revion specials for next 
season . Eileen Paul pinch-hitting for WRCA-TV’s “Hi Mom” cook- 
ing expert Josie McCarthy, who is vacationing in Florida WRCA 
Radio publicity manager John O'Keefe off on two-week vacation .. . 
Betty White and Dagmar take the panel seats former!yv filled by Audrey 
Meadows a! Faye Emerson en “Masquerade Party” over NBC-TV 
tomorrow ‘Thurs . Charles Taylor now appearing in “The Brighter 
Day WRCA-TYV producer Tony Alatis cowboying it for two weeks 
at his brother's ranch in Norfolk, Neb. Mort Lubow, WRCA Radio 
account exec, vacationing in Mexico Frank Blair of NBC-TV's “To- 
dav” and NBC Radio's “It's Network Time” on the Coast this week 
to do a film for American Motors Al Capstaff, veep of NBC Radio 
Network Programs, back at his desk after two weeks in Moscow 
where he supervised “Monitor” coverage of the American exposition 
Irvin Graham left for the Coast Friday (31) to be the sole writer 
on the upce ng NBC-T special starring Cyd Charisse. Ralph Levy 
has already beer Ked aS alrectol 
Ben Alexander emcees “Queen For A Day” during week of Aug. 17 
and Jack Smith does likewise week of Aug. 24 while Jack Bailey vaca- 


tions Sylvia De Van appea Cincinnati Summer Playhouse week 
of Aug. 10 Joe E. Brown in “Father of the Bride Mort Dean, 
news editor of Herald Tribune Radio Network, spent his Cuban vaca- 
tion teamed up Daniel James of Radio Press International cover- 
ing Castro hoopla for RPI Laurie Peters and Clarence Derwent 
have lead roles in an episode of new NBC-TV series, “House on High 
Street . John F. White, prexy of Nat'l Educational TV-Radio Center, 
heads two-day meeting ‘today and tomorrow) of Center’s programming 
staff at Motel on Mountain, Suffern, N.Y George Mendoza, tv pro- 
ducer turned autho: ikes guest appearance on Bea Kalmus WMGM 
after-midnight show Saturday (8). His new book, “And Amedeo Asked, 
How Does One Become a Man?” is slated for Sept. 16 publication un- 
der George Braziller imprint 


Director Charles N. Hill completed taping of Part II of “The Sand 
Pile” due on CBS-TV “Look Up & Live” Sunday (9). Hill's production 
of Tennessee Williams’ “Orpheus Descending” starring John Raymond- 
etta at Mt. Kisco strawhat drew slick notices Arthur Weingarten, 
scripter-producer of FM radio shows, has formed FM Productions, Ltd. 
Production conypany will originate and syndicate taped shows for FM 
class stations coast to coast. 


Sam Lutz, personal manager of Lawrence Welk, luncheoned the 
ABC-TV press dept. at the Friars Club, yesterday (Tues.) prior to 
planing out to the Coast . John Pepiatt and John Aylesworth signed 
by Morris office to a writing deal with CBC Marvin Marx set as 


Bert Berman, CBS-TV director of 
back from Coast biz trip “20th Century” 
producer Burton Benjamin back from Coast after quickie film 
assignment George Kleinsinger, Ulysses Kay, Paul Creston each 
composing original for “20th Century” CBS-TV stanza . Mike 
Dann, CBS-TV N. Y. program striper, on three-weeker to East Hamp- 
ton, LI 
lywood on vacation Barry Thompson into cast of “Helen Trent” 
.. Virginia Payne, the new AFTRA prexy, celebrates 26th year as “Ma 
Perkins” on Monday (10) NTA Telestudios named Alfred Markim 
veepee in charge of Russ Raycroft joined GAC-TV as 
general exec. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Don Blauhut of Parkson agency here to up a Coast office 
Will have four shows going for them... Ten years ago Ted Lloyd dee- 
jayed on a local radio station but got nowhere fast. So he moved to De- 
troit and changed his name to “Sagebrush Shorty.” Presto, he’s hetter 
than a Las Vegas noon and came back to his old stamping ground in 
class for a Vv His air-conditioned Chrysler Imperial was also 
equipped for his three prize poodles . . . It would be a stroke of irony 
if Jack M. Warner's new tv setup gets the order for A T & T’s science 
series. He and Ayer's Jim Hanna discussed the project last week. War- 


head writer for “Goldie” 


program development 


series 


also 


scores 


operations 


set 


the 


isit 


ners has been making the science specials, with two more to come. 
Young Warner and his dad, J. L., are on the outs If the deal is 
smoothed out, David Rose will score and direct the music for “Death 


Valley Days.” Pacific Borax wants to update the old western to meet 
the competition of the high rated oaters Carnation will pull the 
plug on CBS-TV's daytimer, “The Verdict Is Yours,” come September 

Don Fedderson teed up for the sixth season of “The Millionaire” 
with practically the Ralph Levy and CBS-TV are now 
completely divorced they're going to make a western of Cin- 
derella. For Hubbell Robinson's Ford series of 39 specials, James Stew- 
art will play “Cindy's Fella,” which is described as “a western adapta- 
tion of the fairy tale.” 


IN CHICAGO... 


Rolland Reichert, operations manager 
manager of the local NBC shop... Deems Taylor won't base here for 
WGN-TV’s fall specs, “Great Music From Chicago,” but will plane in 
every week for the shows Larry Wolters marking his 30th anni as 
radio-tv critic for the Trib this year ... WAAF deeiay Jerry Leighton 
conducting demonstrations of Cinetarium, globe-screen motion pic- 


same crew 
Now 


of WNBQ, upped to night 


| ture process, at United Film and Recording Studios. He’s to be pro- 


(Continued on page 54) 


Murray Benson, CBS Films licensing director, off to Hol- . 
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SUMMERSONG 

With Dennis Lotis, Bobby Thomp- 
son, Ronnie Carroll, Stella Clare, 
Alistair McHarg, Sheila Faulk- 
ner, Louie Ramsay, Gary Mar- 
shall, Ronald Reay, Bill Harvey, 
Sheila Paton, Valerie Drew, Pau- 
line Innes, Denny Bettis, Denis 
Martin, June Marlow, Ed Deve- 
reux, Norrie Paramor and Con- 


cert Orch, Michael Sammes 
Singers, others 

Producers: Joan Kemp - Welch, 
Lloyd Williams 

Directors: Graham Watts, Alan 
Morris, Eavmond Joss, Geoff 
Rimmer, Michael Styles, Gra- 


hame Turner, Er'e Croall, Jim- 
mie Suther'and, Bill Perry 
60 Mins., Wed., 8 p.m. 
As<ociated-Rediffusion, from Lon- 
don ’ : 
Associated - Rediffusion, which 
promoted the notion of this hookup 
of live secvences using the re- 
sources of Tyre Tees TV, Anglia 
ABC- 


TV. Associated TeleVision, 

TV. Scottish TV and Southern TV 
as well as its own, can pat itself 
on the back for a technical tri- 


* some 20 cameras, an 

ind’ fferent weather. 
rned put over some 

; that were bang 


umph. Usir 
shooting in 
evervone cont 
lent nicture 





exce 
on cue erd re--ormed without 70- 
parent bitch. The program, to- 
gether th two similar that are 
skedded. looks like paving the way 
for many col'nborative efforts 
But, and i*’s a big but, the ma- 
terial served wn after all the 


thoucht and still was banal in the 
extreme. consisting almost exclu-!| 
sively of sone and dance to pre- 
recorded words and music. And the 
virtues of some seauences were 
a'most entirely negatived by the 
choire of would@be entertainment: 
as. for inst>nce. stuff taken aton)| 
Worcester RBeeron was furbished 
“The Folks 


bv a coup!s singing 
Who Vive On a Fill” A further | 
overall criticism is that viewers 


were taken from area to area with- 
out being told precisely where thev 
were at anv particular moment. it 
being left to post-commercial slot 
titles to lump together the locales 
of the upcoming items. 
Associated-Rediffusion probably 
walked off with the Individual 
honors for its initial contribution. 
shot in Piccadilly Circus of all 
places without any apparent inter- 


ference from inquisitive crowds. 
Dennis Lotis was main vocalist 
here, as he was in the closing 


scena — also provided by A-R — 
staged on the Embankment and 
aboard a craft on the Thames 
ABC-TV came uv with the most 
imavinative contribution, superim- 
posing the dancing figures of Stella 
Cle» and Bill Harvey over threb- 
bing machines in The Industrial 
Centre, Kirkbv. It was Associated 
TeleVision that ws responsible for 
the picty-eccve Worcester Bescon 
shots, with Louie Ramsay and Gary 
Marshall doirge the vocalizing. 
Tyne Tees TV offered some poor | 
patter and mediocre song from 
Bobby Thompson on a Newcastle | 
ouayside; Anclia TV (not yet on) 
an operating entity) 
provided a well-staged dance by 
Sheila Faulkner and Ronald Reay 
from a beach at Winterton, though 
why it had to choose a stretch of 
soft sand is hard to tell; A-R also 
handled some conventional stunt 
work by the motorcycle display 
team of the Army MT School from 
Bordon. Hampshire; Scottish TV 
went all the wav to a salmon leap 
at Gartness for ballads by Alistair 
McHarg ard Sheila Paton; and | 
Southern TV gave a glimpse of! 
the New Forest and its ponies as 
props for non numbers by Ronnie 
Carroll and Valerie Drew on horse- 
back 

Dencers who pitched into the 
London seouences with will and 
precision were Panline Innes, 
Denny Bett's. Denis Martin. June 
Marlow and Fd Devereux. Proyid- 
ing the backing professionally 
throughout were Norrie Paramor 
and his Concert Orchestra and The 
Michael Sammes Singers. Erni. 


j 
| 





BRUCE FORSYTH SUMMER 
SHOW 
Yith Gary Miller, Audrey Jeans, 
Paul & Peta Page, Tony & Pau- 
line Derrick, Billy Petch Danc- 
ers, Harold Collins’ Orch, others 
Director: Albert Locke 
60 Mins., Sun., 8:30 p.m. 
Associated TeleVision Network, 
from London 
Bruce. Forsyth, not so long ago 
a struggling seaside pier comic, has 
rocketed to fame after a long spell 
as emcee of the “Sunday Night At 
The Palladium” shows. This sum- 
mer he is back at the seaside, but 
the situation’s different. He’s the 
star of his own show at Weymouth, 
a south coast resort. On Sunday 
(26) he brought a pocket version 
of his entertainment to the Prince | 
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of Wales, London, and had to 


struggle gallantly to bridge the 
gap 

Forsyth was a distinct success 
himself. As always, his almost 


overwhelming friendliness commu- 
nicated itself to the theatre audi- 
ence in waves. In addition, Forsyth 
showed greater versatility than 
was possible in his Palladium stint 
But material that earns yocks and 
mitts from an indulgent bunch of 
holidaymakers is not necessarily 
geared to nationwide television 
entertainment. ) . amount of pro- 
duction-value, ar -here was plenty, 
could disguise the sad fact that 
this was a naive, below-par show 
depending far too much on For- 
syth’s personal popularity for its 
effect. 

As well as linking the items in 
the exuberant, “I-wanna-be-liked” 
manner to which tv audiences are 
now well accustomed, he pulled 
offi some song and dance, sitooged 
amiably with his pals and appeared 
in a couple of mildly amusing 
skits. He also introduced one sin- 
gularly inane spot called “Have A 
Chat,” which typified commercial 
tv’s passion for giving things away 
for no good reason. A young couple 
were lured on te the stage, asked 
some personal questions such as 
“What's your name?” and two 
minutes later walked off the richer 
by $140. This was the reward for 
answering the jackpot question, 


which was “What would you do 
with $140?” 
Gary Miller effectively sang a 


trio of numbers of which “The 
Street Where You Live” most 
tickled the audience’s fancy, but 
the other second lead, Audrey 
Jeans, was not in good form. Nor- 
mally a cheerful comedienne, Miss 
Jeans on this occasion went limply 
through some arch material which 
raised only wan laughter. Paul and 
Peta Page puppeted skilfully, no- 
tably with some cats to the tune 
of “Last Night On The Back 
Porch.” This was a real cool-for- 
cats act. Tony and Pauline Derrick 


also scored, a pair of goodlookers | 
doing lively work on the xylophone. | 


Chorus work and 
brisk. 


of talent on 


terping were 


local haunt, hardly measured up 
to the standard required of 60 
minutes in a top slot. Albert 
Locke's direction was reasonably 
polished. Rich, 


THE BRIGHTER SEX 
With Harry Towb, Mavis Ascott, 

Wendy Peters, Tony Hawser 
Director: Bimbi Harris 
Devised by: Ian Messiter 
Settings: John Emery 
30 Mins., Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
ar "apenas from Lon- 

on. 

One of a summer spate of quiz 
games, “The Brighter Sex” pits a 
man against a woman in a general 
knowledge contest. Speed of reac- 
tion is one of the competitor qual- 
ities that helps the score along— 
first to press a buzzer gets the 
chance to answer—while there's a 
viewer-participation spot in the 
shape of a challenge to identify 
news items. 

Ii’'s as passable as many other 
such programs, though compere 
Harry Towb is not too at ease and 
consequently a mite too eager to 
make with the mot. Show is pre- 
sented by arrangement with Maur- 
ice Winnick. Erni. 


SHADOW OF HEROES 
With Peggy Ashcroft, Noel Will- 
man, Alan Webb, Eric Porter, 


Charles Heuston, Martin Miller, | 


Raymond Adamson, Norman Mit- 
chell, Ann Tirard, Roger Snow- 
don, Bartlett Mullins, Ray Smith, 
Laurie Main, Lilian Moubrey, 


John Pike, John Wood, Margaret | 


Wolfit, Bruce Wightman, Sieve 
Piytas, others 
Producer: Michael Barry 
Writer: Robert Ardrey 
90 Mins., Sun., 8:30 p.m. 
BBC-TV, from London 
Powerful though Robert Ardrey’s 
dramatic chronicle of events in 
Hungary between 1944 and 1956 
may be, it has weaknesses that 


lessen its overall impact. And 
these were emphasized on the 
small screen, where the camera 


eye for instance overstressed the 
melodrama of Communist Party 
member characterization and ham- 
mered home a couple of apparent 
inconsistencies. It emerged as odd, 
for example, that Comrades Gero 
and Rakosi should have shown 
their true villainous faces to Kadar 
within 20 seconds of meeting him, 
but that it was four years before 
the patriot Rajk was aware of plot- 
ting and perfidy. And the lack of 
any frequent reference to the Hun- 
(Continued on page 52) 


In short, there was plenty | 
‘ view but the whole | 
show, while probably a wow in its! 


| INSIDE STORY ! 


With Ralph Storey, 

“Pappy” Boyington 
Producers: Bill Burch, Joe Landis 
25 Mins., Wed., 5:30 p.m. 
KRCA-TV, Hollywood 

As an experiment to get a public 
reaction to a pilot, NBC-TV in- 
serted this interview type program 
in Lee Giroux’s hour show. As 
with picture previews, cards were 
passed out to the studio audience 
and home viewers were also asked 
to write in their reaction. That it 
met with a favorable response can 
only be presumed and in passing 
this reviewing stand it came off 
with strong potential. 

The show has a good asset in the 
moderator and interrogator, Ralph 
Storey, who it will be recalled was 
emcee of the ill-starred “$64,000 
Challenge,” which, like others of 
its ilk, was caught in the quiz 
scandal touched off by “Dotto.” 
Shows of this character, and it 
will be likened to “Person to Per- 
son” and “This Is Your Life,” must 
depend for its impact on the sub- 
ject matter, as in this case, a popu- 
lar figure—Gregory “Pappy” Boy- 
ington, flying ace of the last world 
war and whose book, “Baa Baa 
Black Sheep,” has been among the 
best sellers. He proved a willing 
and personable subject despite 
that the old coals of his drinking 
days were raked over. 

The premise of this series, if 
sold, is to single out personalities 
who overcame problems to gain 
the heights of success or as in this 
episode, the respect of his family 
and friends after a drinking binge 
that lasted nearly 20 years. He has 
| been on the wagon for the past 
four years although both he and 
his wife dislike the word “wagon.” | 

As with “P to P,.” Storey was | 
asked into the house to continue 
|the story of “Pappy’s” regenera- 
tion, was shown the paintings by| 
Mrs. B and then to the swimming | 
pool for further episodes of his | 
fight against demon rum. When! 
asked to show his medals, “Pappy” | 


begged off with the remark, “the | 


VERTICAL FRONTIER 


Gen. Dan C. Ogle, Col. John Paul 
Stapp; Matthew Warren, nar- 
rator 
Producer: Robert J. Enders 
Writer: Henry Enders 
30 Mins., Sun. (2), 1:30 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from New York 

Space medicine, far more inter- 
esting than any Buck Rogers video 
presentation extant, was the sub- 
ject of a probing documentary on 
NBC-TV Sunday (2). It was la- 
belled “Vertical Frontier” and was 
produced by the U.S. Air Force in 
cooperation with Winthrop Labs. 
It proved a significant presentation 
of the myriad problems facing 
space explorers. 

Appearing in the film, reportedly 
the first joint effort between pri- 
vate industry and the Air Force to 
fashion a factual account on space 
medicine, were Dr. Theodore G. 
Klumpp, prexy of Winthrop Labs 
and chairman of the Medical Serv- 
ices Task Force of the Hoover 
Commission on Organization of the 
Executive Branch of the Govern- 
ment; Maj. Gen. Dan C. Ogle, for- 
mer surgeon general of the U.S. 
Air Force, and Col. John Paul 
Stapp of the Aeromedical Lab, 
Wright Air Development Center. 

Film revealed the work involved 
in solving space medicine problems 
at Wright Field; School of Avia- 
tion Medicine at Randolph Air 
Force Base, Tex.; Holloman Air 
Base, N. M.; Elgin Air Force Bases, 


Fla., and other military establish- | 


ments in the country. Some re- 


of the flying jenniess to the pres- 
ent supersonic jets was of a com- 
pelling nature as was the footage 
of the first flight into space of sev- 
eral monkeys some seven years 


| PGA GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 


Gregory With Dr. Theodore Klumpp, Maj.’ With John Derr, Jim McKay, Jim 


McArthur 
Producer: Judson Bailey 
Directors: Frank Chirkinian, Peter 

Molnar 
60 Mins., Sat. (1), 5:30 p.m. 90 

Mins., Sun. (2), 5 p.m. 

HAMM BREWERY, MIDAS MUF- 

FLER, CO-OP 
CBS-TV, from Minneapolis 

(Campbell-Mithun, Bozell & 
Jacobs) 

CBS-TV and the various spon- 
sors for the “PGA Golf Champion- 
ship” were fortunate in having so 
exciting a match last weekend and 
were even more fortunate in hav- 
ing so excellent a verbal and tech- 
nical crew. 

It rarely happens, but the sus- 
pense was held in this pro golf 
championship, from the Minne- 
apolis Golf Club, right up to the 
last-minute of the Sunday portion 
of the televised event. Besides the 
play-by-play itself, it had consider- 
able human interest: slight, 43- 
year-old Jerry Barber, who never 
really had taken a major golf 
match in his life, was leading the 
bigtimers throughout most of all 
four days, right up to the 16th 
hole on Sunday (2). Viewers were 
aware that it may have been the 
last chance of his lifetime to grab 
the big money. He lost on his very 


‘last putt, by one stroke, to Bob 
Rosburg. 
Camerawork, on the _ closeups 


j}and the long shots was fine. Only 
thing, though, it always seems kind 
of odd following a long drive in 
golf via television, because it's 
virtually impossible to see a long 
| ball in flight. This is the limitation 
of a 21-inch screen, however, not 
the limitation of the CBS-TV tech- 
nicians. 

Mike work by John Derr and 


| markable film showing the growth | Jim McKay was also tops. They 
| of oxygen equipment from the days 


| kept uv a lucid, consistent play-by- 
play through both Saturday and 
| Sunday, the days CBS-TV_ joined 

the event. Jim McArthur, owner of 
| the third voice, was in top form 
| most of the time too, but he let 


| ago, !ong before the USSR had at- | down awfully on the last few holes, 


way they dished out medals nau-| tempted such projects. This sci- | when the playing got tight; it was 


seates me.” Why did he write the) 
| book? He talked about writing it | 
to so many drinking friends that | 


entific accomplishment involved 
the shooting of two monkeys into 


| simply a case of talking too much, 
and interfering with the drama 
that needed no explanation by that 


he “owed it to the people at the |the animals parachuting safely to | time. 


bar stools.” 

Boyington’s wife told of their| 
separations in the attempt to cure 
him of the “disease” but finally | 


himself. He said he still pours 
drinks for his friends but that he| 
himself has no more craving for | 
alacohol. 

Storey seemed a little unsure of | 
himself and at times there were} 
| awkward lapses. With a few under 
| his belt he should prove just as 
| skilled at interviewing his subjects 
|} as on the quizzer, which didn’t re- 
| quire moving around with a long 
cable. Show was recorded by Mo- 
bile Video Tape in half a day at a 
cost of around $1,700. Kine would 
have cost $5,000. Bill Burch and 
Joe Landis produced. Next week’s 
subject is Ernie Ford, which would | 
indicate that NBC, which holds an | 
option on the series, will go ahead | 
| with it for either network or sny- 
| dication sale. Helm. 


a ee ee 





Tele Follow-Up Comment ; 


space, some 36 miles away, with 
| earth, 
Tingling, too, were flashes of 


American air force personnel suf- 
fering from oxygen starvation at 


unmoved by the daring experim- 
ments showing the effects of wind 


pressure on men forced to bail out | 


in upper space. 

“Vertical Frontier” had _ its 
preem showing in Washington 
some months ago before air force 
officials and medical men inter- 
ested in space medicine. It is cur- 
rently being shown at ell air force 
bases here and abroad and in 
schools, civic and business estab- 
lishments. 

It is an excellent pubrelations 
move on the part of the pharma- 
ceutical house because it is devoid 
of any sales pitch, its major ob- 
jective being to explain what's 
ahead in space travel. This it 
achieves in engrossing style. 

Rans. 





++ 


| MOirectorial work was clean. De- 
|spite the necessity of switches 
| from one hole to another, in order 
| to follow the finalists, matters 
|were kept clear and understand- 


: , < | : 
decided he would have to do it| higher altitudes. Nor could one be | able. Helping, also, was the use of 


contour maps for each of the final 
four holes. 

CBS-TV sold 55 markets in the 
midwest and west to Hamm Brew- 
ery: it was a half-sponsorship on 
| both davs of tv. Midas Muffier 
| boucht half of the national linevo 
ion Sunday. Whatever wasn't sold 
to Hamm or Midas was released to 
| stations ff co-operative -_ : 
| rt. 


| SUNDAY SPECIAL 

|‘Chamber Music in Washington Sq.” 

With Collegium Musicum, Chamber 

‘Brass Ersemble, Fritz Rikke, 

Maurice Peress, others; Roger 
Bowman, host 

Producer: Eleanor Riger 

| Director: Jack Sumroy 

155 Mins., Sun.; 9:30 a.m. 

WRCA-TV, N.Y. 

Early risers among longhairs 
Sunday (2) no doubt found a special 
preview on the 1959 season of the 
Washington Square Chamber Music 


SEFEEFFESESEFFFFEFFFEFEF ESET esses sss ssesssss tte | Concerts rewarding entertainment. 


Jack Paar Show 


been on the air for NBC-TV only 
two years but they celebrated the 


second anniversary of the latenight | they gave him but to be both | 


casual-a-thon in soup 'n’ fish and 
low-cut gowns, acting as though | 
| the nightly stanza was an institu- | 
| tion. Well, it probably is. Program | 
makes considerable coin for the 
network, making it worth NBC-| 
| TV's while to suffer the pangs and | 
arrows without kicking up too 
much of an ether storm. 
NBC prez Robert Sarnoff sent 
a congratulatory ‘elegram to! 
Paar & Co., and to round things | 
off, the gang was all there, indulg- | 
ing in sometime funny, sometime 
unfunny nostalgia: “Do you re- | 
member . . .?” Paar was heard to! 
say, or “What was that time .. .?”| 
Dodie Goodman was on_ hand, 
greeted with a kiss by her enemy 
and friend Paar. Hermione Gingold 
was there looking prettier, as Paar 
acknowledged, than she’s ever 
been. All of the regulars were on 
hand, including helpful anchor 
Hugh Downs. Everybody kissed, 
entered in on the strains of “He’s 
a Jolly Good Fellow” and “Happy | 
Birthday.” They are a handsome 
crew, a humorous bunch, set off 
strangely but effectively by the 
occasionally awkward, sentimental 
and competitive emcee Art. 


| 





Stripe Playhouse (Johnny Guitar) 

One ballplayer (Chuck Connors) 
made the grade in television but 
j there were two strikes on William {| 


| Joyce before he stepped to the 
Jack Paar and his gang have Plate. At least the publicity says | its “Sunday Special,” this sabbath 


he had a tryout with the Yankees 
thing can be said for the script 


honest and charitable he needs 
more experience and should be 
farmed out. He’s not quite ready 
for ty’s major circuit. 

It was Jack Webb's Idea that 
here is both a threat to the cowboy 
Stars and the revival of an old 
tradition of the west—the singing 
waddy. What was run through the 


| projector under the Stripe (tooth- 


paste) auspices was the pilot of 
what Webb hoped would put Mark 


VII back on the Nielsen track. it | 


didn’t come off with any degree of 


promise, which is not to say that | 
belongs in! 
limbo. The ballad he was to die by | 
key or he’ 


the singing cowboy 


either wasn't in his 
lacked the thespic equipage to 
make it sound pretty. Astride his 
pinto he plucked his geetar and let 
his trigger finger hang limp. But 
when a right purty girl (Fay Spain) 
hove into view he knew what to 
do. His hoss didn’t like it when he 
gave her a coupla loud smackers 
and merely turned his head. 

This Joyce ‘boy was not one to 
get riled up. Once he strapped on 
his shootin’ irons bodies started 
falling. One of his shots ricocheted 
off a marble headstone in a ceme- 
tery and caught the culprit right 
between the eyes. Since the script 
only called for him to be a kissin’ 
cowboy, he spurned Miss Spain's 
entreaties to stay on to improve 

(Continued on page 46) 


| Presented by the Public Service 
department of WRCA-TV, N.Y., on 


session featured the Chamber Brass 


|Out his arm went bad. The same/| Ensemble and the Collegium Musi- 


cum, 
Both the Brass Ensemble, di- 
|rected by Maurice Peress, and the 
Collegium Musicum, conducted by 
Fritz Rikke, performed selections 
of Bach, Hindemith and other 
chamber music composers with 
| verve and distinction. While the 
works may have been serious, host 
Roger Bowman managed to bring 
about a relaxed, informal atmos- 
phere while interviewing his guests. 
Rikke wryly told Bowman that 
although interest in chamber music 
is broadening he feels that he has 
no chance of attracting the rock 
‘n’ roll set. Mrs. Courtney Camp- 
bell, chairman of the music com- 
mittee of the Washington Square 
Assn., traced the history of the free 
Washington Square concerts. She 
estimated that from four to eight 
thousand people attend the four 
Monday night events in August. 
Withal, this preview obviously 
will stir interest in the seventh 
year of the concerts and produce 
goodwill for WRCA-TV. Gilb. 


CHECK IT WITH CHAMBERS 
Director: George Brewer 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9 a.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
KTTV, Los Angeles 

In “Check lt With Chambers,” 
another potentiaily monotonous 
variation on how to burden a gifted 
mind with familiar “television con- 
test” trivia is rescued by the charm 

(Continued on page 46) 
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“Not including 
your family, what do 
you consider the three 


most important 
FIRST CAME 


THE TELEVISION SET-— 
named by 38.8% of the 
respondents—closely 


things you have in 

your home?” That 
question was put to a 
national cross-section 

of Americans by 

R. H. Bruskin Associates, 


followed by The 
Refrigerator (36.9%) 
and The Stove (36.3%). 
Behind them came 


an independent 


research organization. 


The Washer and/or 
Drier (28.1%) and The 
Bed (12.8%). 


FIRST CAME NBC— 

in public familiarity, in 

general preference 

and in general esteem for 

doing ‘the best job.” 
What television In the various areas of 
network do people know _— network service examined 
best and like best? That 


question was posed to 


by the study, NBC was: 
First In News - First In 
another national Entertainment - First In 
cross-section by The Serving the Public Interest- 
Psychological Corporation First In Informational 
again as part ofa Programming - First In 
continuing independent “Bringing Advertising to 
survey of American Viewers That Is 

Helpful in Choosing 


Products and Services.” 





me: 
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family. : 


These surveys 

were made without 
direction or suggestions 
by any broadcaster.* 
The results of both 
speak eloquently for 
themselves—the one 
for television, the 
other for the totality 
of television service 
offered by America’s 
first network. 





NBO 


“Copies of surveys available 

, upon request to R. H. Bruskia 
Associates, 96 Bayard St., 
New Brunswick, N. J., and to 


Marketing and Social Researo® 


Division, The Psychologica} 
Corporation, 304 E. 45th St, 
New York 17, N. ¥. 
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Variety's weekly feature chart, based on ratings furnished by American Research 
rs two markets. Each week the 10 top rated features fo arke 


Burea he two 7 
will be listed 


Factors 


which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers t 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific market have bee 
included in this Variety chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding 
features os their stars, release year, original production company and the prese 

distributor included wherever possible along with the title. Attention should be paic 
to guch factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measure 


v 


ts 


, 


J 
t 
i 


d 


Y -ARB FEATURE CHART 


feature period and share of audience, 
of the feature and audience comp: 
have any children viewers, 
time period. 
stripped basis utilizing the same t 
total number of showings for the week is giver 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled s 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show 


ascertained. 





since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
sition, i.e., a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
eatrical throughout the week a total rating for the 
, the total rating not taking into account 
vitches in titles the listed features 
are as accurate as could be 








PORTLAND 


TOP TEN FEATURE FILMS 

1. “JOHNNY GUITAR"’— 
Joan Crawford, Sterling 
Hayden, Mercedes McCambridge; 
Republic; 1954; 


2. “LUSTY MEN”’— 
Susan Hayward, Robert 
Mitchum, Arthur Kennedy; 
RKO; 1952; Showcase 


3. “DESTINATION MOON"’— 
vy arner Anderson, 
John Archer; 
United Artists; 


1950; Lucky 7 


4. “I WONDER WHOSE KISSING 
HER NOW"— 
June Haver, 
Mark Stevens; 


Dream; 1947; NTA 


5. “DAISY KENYON”’— 
Joan Crawford, Dana 
Andrews, Henry Fonda; 
Fox; 1947; NTA 


6. “DRAGON SEED”— 
Katherine Hepburn, 
Walter Huston; 

MGM; 1944; MGM-TV 


7. “SAN ANTONIO”"— 
Errol Flynn, 
Alexis Smith; 
United Artists; 1945; UAA 

8. “INVADERS FROM MARS”— 
Arthur Franz, 

Helene Carter; 
Dream; 1953; NTA 


§. “RAGE AT DAWN”— 
Randolph Scott, Forrest 
Tucker, Mala Powers; 
RKO; 1955; Showcase 


10. “WOMAN OF ROME”— 
Gina Lollobrigida, 
Daniel Gelin; 

Flamingo; 1955 


OMAHA 


l. “BOMBARDIER”’— 
Pat O’Brien, Randolph 
Scott, Robert Ryan; 
RKO; 1943; C&C Films 


2. “WRISPERING SMITH’— 
Alan Ladd, 
Brenda Marshall; 
Paramount; 1949; MCA 


3. “ROAD TO ZANZIBAR”— 
Bob Hope, Bing 
Crosby, Dorothy Lamour; 
Paramount; 1941; MCA 


4. “THE SET-UP”— 
Robert Ryan, 
Audrey Totter; 
RKO; 1949; C&C Films 


5. “AMBUSH”’"— 
Lloyd Nolan, 
Gladys Swarthout; 
Paramount; 1939; MCA 


6. “SAN FRANCISCO”— 
Clark Gable, Spencer 
Tracy, Jeanette MacDonald; 
MGM; 1935; MGM-TV 


“CONN. YANKEE IN KING 
ARTHUR’S COURT”’— 
Bing Crosby, Rhonda 
Fleming, William Bendix; 
Paramount; 1949; MCA 


8. “SAIGON”’— 
Alan Ladd, 
Veronica Lake; 
Paramount; 1948; MCA 


f. “KING KONG”’— 
Bruce Cabot, 
Robert Armstrong; 
1933; C&C Films 


“TALL IN THE SADDLE”— 
John Wayne, 

Ella Raines; 

1944; C&C Films 


16. “THE BRIDE GOES WILD”— 
June Allyson, 
Van Johnson; 
MGM; 


1947; MGM-TV 


Hollywood Tele. Serv. 


RUN 
Ist Run 


TIME SLOT 
Showtime On 6 
Sat. June 6 
10:00-12:00 p.n 
KOIN-TYV 


ist Run Major Studio Preview 
Fri. June 5 
10:15-12:45 p.n 
KPTV-TV 
Ist Run Sunday Theatre 
Sun. June 7 
9:00-11:00 p.m. 
KPTV-TV 


Ist Run Sunday Matinee 
Sun. June 7 
2:30-4:30 f 


KPTV-T\ 


Showtime On 6 
Sun, June 7 
10:15-12:00 p.m 
KOIN-TV 
Channel 8 Playhouse 
Sat. June 6 
11:00-1:45 p.m 
KGW-TYV 


Repeat 


Ist Run 


Showtime On 6 

Tues. June 2 

10:30-12:45 p.m 
KOIN-TYV 


Repeat 


ist Run Nightmare 
Thurs. June 4 
10:45-12:30 p.m 
KPTV-TV 
Big Western 
Sat. June 6 
11:00-12:45 p.m 
KPTV-TV 


Ist Run 


7 


Academy Art Th 

Mon. June 1 

10:45-12:30 p.m. 
KPTV-1 


Ist Run eatre 


Movie Masterpiece 
Fri. June 5 
9:30-11:45 pm 
KETV-TV 


1st Run 


Ist Run Movie Masterpiece 
Thurs. June 4 
9:30-11:30 p.m 

KETV-TV 
Movie Masterpiece 
Sat. June 6 
9:30-11:30 p.m 
KETV-TV 
Ist Run Movie Masterpiece 
Wed. June 3 
9:30-11:00 p.m 
KETV-TV 
Repeat Movie Masterpiece 

Tues. June 2 
9:30-11 45 p.m, 
KETV-TV 
Ist Run Academy Theatre 
Sun. June 7 
10:15-12:30 p.m 
WOW-TYV 
Best of Hollywood 
Sun. June 7 
2:30-4:30 p.m 
KETV-TV 


Ist Run 


Ist Run Movie Masterpiece 
Sun. June 7 
9:30-11:30 p.m 


KETV-TV 
Repeat 


Saturday Matinee 
Sat. June 7 
1:00-4:30 p.m 
KETV-TV 
Repeat 


Ist Run Academy Theatre 
Tues. June 2 
10:15-12:45 p.m. 


WOW-TV 


AVERAGE 
RATING HIGH 
13.9 22.5 

y 148 
0.8 12.9 
7.6 8.1 
7.2 8.6 
7.1 8.1 
65 124 
6.4 6.7 
5.5 6.7 
5.0 5.7 
17.0 20.2 
5.3 194 
13.9 19.4 
3.0 14.7 
12.1 13.9 
1.3 15.5 
10.7 11.1 
10.6 15.9 
9.0 11.1 
84 15.9 


STATIONS: KOIN, KGW, KPTV. SURVEY DATES: JUNE I-7, 1959 
AVERAGE STATION RTG, 
LOW SHARE TOP COMPETITION AV. 
9.6 45.4 Sea Hunt KGW 16.5 
Special Agent 7 KGW 11.5 
Channel 8 Playhouse— 
“Dragon Seed” (ist Run) KGW .... see 
43 51.5 Wrestling KOIN 15.2 
Jack Paar Show KGW 5.7 
Showtime On 6— 
Kiss of Death” (Repeat)...KOIN ....... 2.9 
5.7 27.6 Richard Diamond KOIN . 20.1 
What's My Line KOIN . 29.7 
Sunday News Special. KOIN 16.3 
howtime On 6-—- 
“Daisy Kenyon” (Repeat) 0 a 2 
yf 72.4 World We Live In KOIN 0.5 
Community Works “—e KGW . re 
World Report KGW . : _ 
Viewpoint KGW 14 
Face the Nation KOIN 4.3 
5.7 39.3 Sunday Theatre— 
“Destination Moon” MEV sveces 10.1 
(Ist Run 
Academy Theatre........... KPTV . 44 
5.7 415 Showtime On 6— 
“Johnny Guitar” (1st Run) 
“Ginger” (1st Run KOIN . 65 
43 52.4 Jack Paar Show ot ae . 63 
Academy Mystery Theatre— 
“99 River Street” (1st Run). KPTV . 3.6 
5.7 448 Jack Paar Show KGW . rr 
Showtime On 6—‘When 
You're In Love” ‘Ist Run)..KOIN 3.6 
3.8 25.6 Showtime On 6— 
“Johnny Guitar” (1st Run) 
“Ginger” (lst Run) KOIN 85 
3.8 50.5 Jack Paar Show........cccce. KGW . can ae 
Showtime On 6— 
“Paris Express” (Repeat) i ae 1.7 
STATIONS: KMTY, WOW, KETV. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 1-7, 1959 
6.0 40.7 Person to Person wow 19.0 
Weather; News; News; Sports... WOW 18.3 
Jack Paar Show : KMTV 10.3 
12.3 37.1 Masquerade Party KMTV ..204 
Weather; News; News; Sports.. KMTV 21.5 
Jack Paar Show : KMTV 119 
$.1 37.1 Highway Patrol WOW ...... 26.2 
Saturday Dateline wow . 21.8 
Whirlybirds o£ Ce 15.5 
Academy Theatre are . 
11.9 28.0 Death Valley Days .. KMTV 21.8 
Weather; News; News; Sports. KMTV ....... 22.8 
Jack Paar Show reeC er 16.5 
6.0 28.5 Garry Moore Co 30.0 
Weather; News; News; Sports..KMTV ...... 216 
Jack Paar Show eee « y S .12.6 
6.0 46.9 Bonus Bowling ROGET «vaves 12.2 
Late Movie—“C areful, 
Soft Shoulders” (Repeat) ty Ze 2.1 
10.3 66.5 National Golf Tournament KMTV 6.1 
Air Force Story wow 2.0 
Film Story KMTV 14 
75 24.7 What's My Line wow 33.7 
News wow 24.6 
Academy Theatre— 
“San Francisco” (1st Run) wow 13.4 
63 47.6 Major League Baseball wow 8.8 
Major League Baseball KMTV .. . 40 
Western : er ae 2.1 
Roy Rogers Feature— ‘The 
Man From Oklahoma” 
(Repeat) . wow 24 
5.2 34.2 Jack Paar Show...... KMTV 11.6 
Late Movie— 
“Ambush” (Ist Run) 2 9 errr > 
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TAM's Top 10 in Britain 


(Week Ending July 26) 


Homes Viewing 





(000's) 
Wanton Train (AR/ATV/GRARAIOA): 006s cecécnsccsces 4923 
Bernard Delfont’s Sunday Show (ATV) ........-.eee08 4393 
Were BOW CHAAR) cos ccncacwtvnsscissves 3863 
Crime Sheet (AR er ge ree 3863 
Conservative Party Political Broadcast (BBC-ITV) 3711 
Television Playhouse (AR) RR ee eee 3711 
Concentration (Tues.) (GRANADA) . 3560 
Bemeeneie Theatre (ADE) oc accs cs cc cavecscceses . 3408 
Concentration ‘(Wed GRANADA) . 3408 

. 3257 


This Week (AR 





—— 





‘White Paper’ on British Com TV 
Would Up Fees on Facility Rentals 


To Give ITA Bigger Profit Share 


London, 

Annoyance and mystification are 
the dominant emotions with which 
Britain's main commercial tv webs 
have met the Committee on Public 
Accounts’ criticisms of the existing 
rentals they pay to the Independ- 
ent Television Authority for broad- 
casting facilities and the proposal 
that, in future contracts, the ITA 
should rent the facilities to the 
highest bidder. The Committee, 
one of the most influential bodies 
in the Parliamentary system, has 
just presented its report as a 
White Paper. 

Annovance has been forthcom- 
ing in response to a section stating 
that the Committee regards it as 
“unfortunate” that opportunity 
wasn't taken, in drawing up con- 
tracts with the existing tv com- 
panies, for more frequent review 
of rentais and that experience has 
shown these companies could un- 
doubtedly afford to pay higher 
fees. 

Broadly 
cerns’ view 
television 


the tv con- 
commercial 
wouldn't ever have 
started in Britain had they not 
demanded the financial assurance 
of a contract running until 1964 
and insisted on keeping all the 
profits that might be made. Had 
there instead been provision for a 
substantial upgrading of rentals— 
provision was indeed made for 
slight rises—no one would have 
been prepared to take the gamble 

The mystification is roused fol- 
lowing the Committee's sugge™ ion 
that “future contracts should take 
full account of capacity to pay,” 
meaning that when new deals are 
struck in 1964 tenders should be 
invited. Questions that arise are, 
on what basis would anyone 
tender, and in the event of one of 
the existing companies failing to 
make a sufficiently high bid, what 
would happen to its studios, offices 
staff et al, built up over the years? 


speaking 
is that 


Another view is that, by being 
forced to divvy up a substantial 
sum in order to get a contract, a 


might have to previde 
shows and so lower pro- 
in order to com- 


company 
cheaper 
gram standards 
pensate 

The Committee of Public Ac- 
counts was clearly impressed, in 
drawing upits report, by the profits 
being made by commercial tv ven- 


tures—around $56,000,000 annual; | 


ly, before tax—and the feeling that 
the ITA ought to have a bigger 
share. But ITA’s answer is that 
nothing in the Television Act, 1954, 
required it to seek from program 
contractors terms which would be 
calculated to provide excess rev- 
enue for payment into the Ex- 
chequer. It says it has an income 
about three times greater than 
revenue expenditures, and that the 
surplus On revenue account is run- 
ning at around $4,000,000-$5,500,- 
000, which fits it to be regarded as 
“a prosperous public corporation.” 

It isn't easy to forecast what im- 
mediate effect the Committee's re- 
port will have, if any, but it will 
doubtless furnish fresh ammuni- 
tion to critics of commercial tv, 
including some members of Par- 
liament. Additionally, it may have 
some impact on arrangements 
made by existing companies when 
providing programs to those new 
outfits that will take over three 
areas where services are planned 
—Devon and Cornwall and two 
Scottish regions. Hitherto it has 
been a common practice, fostered 
by the ITA, to let such newcomers 
have networked shows at less than 
half cost, but it may be considered 


tactically advantageous now to in- | 


crease such charges. 


Aug. 4. 





STILL A ‘BRENNER’ 
IN CBS-TV FUTURE 


In order to build up its program 
inventory in the event of any mid- 
season cancellations, CBS-TV has 
decided definitely to reenter pro- 
duction on “Brenner,” the half- 
hour which is going to be can- 
celled after Sept. 12 by sponsor 
Lever Bros. 

Web, knowing from the start 
that Lever was nervous about the 
N. Y. cop telefilm half-hour in the 
Saturday-at-9 slot, wasn’t too sure 
whether it'd continue beyond the 
first 15 stanzas, last of which will 
be exposed on Sept. 12 for Lever 
But it decided late last week to 
continue produciion of at least 13 
more “Brenner” films, because 
ratings have grown since its start 
last June 6. (In point of fact, web 
disagreed strongly with Lever 
about the cancellation.) 

Production resumes 
Aug. 17. 


Canada’s Indie TV 
-Aspirants Hit 55% 


| 


‘Home-Made’ Edict 


Toronto, Aug. 4 

Two announcements of the board 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp 
have Toronto's prospective owners 
of private tv stations perturbed. 
One is the ruling of the CBC that 
Canadian private stations must 
henceforth broadcast a minimum 
of 55° of made-in-Canada pro- 
grams; that the granting of the 
only channel in the Toronto area 
will not be issued by the CBC until 
the middle of 1960, an eventuality 
that was expected much sooner of 
of the newly-elected board of gov- 
ernors. 

Close on the heels of his $31,- 
500.000 purchase of the Kemsley 
chain of British newspapers, Roy 
Thomson, in Toronto this week on 
a visit, is the latest entry for bid- 
ding on a Toronto independent ty 
station. Other bidders who have 
| filed their applications are Famous 
Players (Canadian), already in the 
jtv 


ma 2. ©. 





uled pay-as-you-see- experiment in 
a Toronto suburb this Fall; Stand- 


| ard Radio Ltd. which operates | 
| CFRB, Toronto, largest independ- | 
k 


{ent radio station in Canada; Jac 

| Kent Cooke, CKEY, Toronto; Fos- 

lter Hewitt, CKFH, Toronto; and 

| Joel Aldred, Chevy announcer and 

bry of Fifeshire Motion Pictures 
std. 


| Theirs is a varied reaction to the 


| 55% Canadian figure proposed as | 


| the minimum schedule by the CBC 
| to new licensees. “It seems to me 
|a rather stiff percentage,” says 
| Roy Thomson, who owns a chain 
lof radio stations in Canada and is 


jowner of Scotland’s tv network. | 
| “ft have been unable thoroughly to | 
examine the proposed CBC require- | 


ment but I hope to on my return 
| to the office after a bout with lum- 
bago. We will give it consideration 
po I dont know what the ramifi- 
cations would be. I hope the 55% 
lineludes British (kinescoped) pro 
grams.” 

“We'll have to’ study the CBC 

(Continued on page 56) 
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| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


picture in Kitchener, Ontario, | } oie 
| and Quebec City, plus their sched- | ously with KXTV, Sacramento. 


HARRIS SPECTRUM BILL 
FEAR GOVT. CAN GRAB UP FREQUENCIES 





NYU-RCA Team in New 
Project to Better TV 
Techniques for Teaching 


NYU in cooperation with RCA | 
is building a Center for Instruc- | 
tional Television. The object is to | 
develop and spread the most ef- | 
fective techniques for tv teaching 
in American schools. 

Project, which starts in Septem- 
ber, will get under way with ap- 
proximately $100,000 in funds and 


tv equipment from RCA. Head- 
quarters will be in the South 
Building at NYU's “Washington 


Square Center.” | 
CIT will be designed for teach- 


ers, producer-directors, evaluators, 
|administrators and others con- 
cerned with tv as a_ teaching 


tool. Center will be administered 
by the School of Education and 
Communication Arts Group. Nine- 
teen educations and authorities on 
tv will serve on the Center's Ad- 
visory Committee. Center's own 
director and staff have not yet 
been appointed. 

Dr. John E. Ivey Jr., exec veep | 
of NYU, and John L. Burns, prexy 
of RCA, made the announcement 
of the upcoming CIT. Teacher- 
training phase of the program will | 
consist of a Workshop in TV teach- | 
ing for graduate schools, under- | 
graduates who have teaching expe- | 
rience, practicing teachers and ad- |} 
ministrators who have been recom- 
mended by their school systems. | 

Prof. Harvey Zorbaugh, exec | 
officer of NYU's Communication | 
Arts Group, and the Workshop 
would have two sections, one deal- | 
ing with studio teaching and the 


other with classroom utilization 
of tv presentations. Students 
meeting admission requirements 


will get degree credit for complet- 
ing the Workshop and can be ap- 
plied toward a master’s or doctor's 
degree in instructional tv at the 
School. There will be apprentice 
opportunities for those completing 
the workshop in school systems 
using tv instruction. The Hagers- 
town, Md., setup will serve as one 
such outlet for apprentices. } 
Staff at the Center will be avail- 
able to school administrators for 
consultation on use of tv instruc- 
tion and Center's research findings 
will be made available in publica- 
tions and films. 

Advisory Committee Includes 
Charles A. Siepmann, chairman of | 
dept. of communications in educa- 
tion, Communication Arts Group, 
NYU; T. A. Smith, exec veep for 
industrial electronics, RCA; James 
Macandrew, exec director, N. Y. 
State Regents Education TV Proj- 
ect; Warren A. Kraetzer, veep for 
promotion and development, Na- 
tional Educational TV-Radio Cen- | 
ter; Thomas J. Brophy, director of 
Office of Radio-TV NYU; Richard 
J. Goggin, chairman of dept. of tv, 
films and radio, Communication 
Arts Group, NYU, and other edu- 
cational leaders and school tv ex- 
perts. 





Toledo—George Kapel has been | 
named general sales manager of 
WTOL-TV, Toledo. He was previ- 


Record Bop 
San Jose, Cal., Aug. 4. 

Frank Darien, who deejays a 
“record hop” show on KTVU, 
decided last week he'd liven 
things up for televiewers by 
having two quick-draw artists 
on the show. 

Two blank-cartridge gun- 
men, members of the Almaden 
Gunslingers Club, came on 
stage, one from each side. 
Darien stood between them. 

The gunslingers drew and 
fired. 

Darien was treated at O’Con- 
nor Hospital for painful 
powder burns on-an arm. 








i filing 


| Pittsfield and Athol, 


NBC-TV Runs Into 
Some Difficulty In 
Getting Out of UHF 


Washington, Aug. 4. 





NBC has run into trouble trying | 


to get out of UHF with $1,044,000, 


| but minus one radio property. 


Federal Communications Com- 
mission has directed a hearing 
(without setting a date for it yet) 
on proposed NBC sale of WNBC-TV 
(channel 30) and WKNB radio, 
both New Britain, Conn., to a new 
corporation known as Connecticut 
Television, Inc., for $1,044,000. 

Hearing had been requested by 
Hampden-Hampshire Corp. licen- 
see of WHYN-TV, a Springfield, 
Mass., UHF. WHYN-TV had two 
complaints, and FCC directed that 
the hearing would cover both. 

One was that the Roger L. Put- 
nam group, which owns a com- 
peting Springfield, Mass., UHF tv 


STUNS INDUSTRY, 


By LES CARPENTER 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

With a tough bill, House Com- 
merce Committee Chairman Oren 
Harris (D-Ark.) got two-fisted 
about the spectrum space imbro- 
glio. But in a situation heavy with 
irony, the broadcasting industry 
thinks it. was the one taking the 
right to the chin. 


Harris’ purpose in introducing 
his bill was to force a reallocation 
of frequencies to make more tele- 
vision channels available for pub- 
lic use. But broadcasters foresee 
the opposite result. In this ver- 
sion of “The Lady or the Tiger,” 
the industry pictures itself look- 
ing into the jaws of the beast, 
Harris’ intentions notwithstanding. 

Broadcasting reps here confide 
they are “stunned” with the Harris 
Bill, think it would make the U.S. 
President a “dictator” over spec- 
trum and fear it opens the door 
for the Government to gobble up 
more frequencies. 

Harris, of course, doesn't agree. 
If he did, he wouldn't have in- 
troduced the measure. But this 
problem—and disagreement—can 
be worked upon when the bill 
undergoes hearings. Harris is 
hoping his House Communications 
Subcommittee can hold them be- 
fore the end of the session. There 


| is some doubt about the timing 
| because Harris is one of the Capi- 


tol’s busiest men these days, and 
everything would have to be put 
aside if he launches (through his 
House Legislative Oversight Sub- 
committee) a thorough probe of 
quiz show scandals (see separate 
story). 

One private beef of broadcast- 
ing reps here is that they were 
not consulted on major provisions 
of the Harris Bill until after the 
Arkansan dropped it into the 


| House hopper. There had been a 


property, plus two other UHF tv) 


stations in Massachusetts, and 
which owns one-third interest in 
the new corporation seeking to ac- 
quire the New Britain 


station, | 


would obtain “a monopolistic grasp | 
on television facilities in Western | 


Massachusetts and the Connecti- 


,;cut River Valley.” 


The other was that grade A con- 
tours of WWLP-TV, the Putnam 
group's Springfield outlet, and 


WNBC-TV at New Britain overlap. | 


Connecticut Television, Inc., has 
denied an actual overlap exists, 
engineering reports and 
maps to back up the claim. 
Besides WWLP-Ty, 
Springfield Television Broadcast- 


Putnam's | 


ing Corp. owns WWOR-TV, Worces- | 


and WRLP-TV, Green- 
the latter generally a 


ter, Mass., 

field, Mass., 
field has at 
and 


stations 
Mass., 
Claremont and Lebanon, N.H. 
Two-thirds of Connecticut Tele- 
vision (besides one-third held by 
Springfield Television) is owned 
by Plains Television Corp. of Chi- 
cago, licensee of WICS-TV, Spring- 


translator 


field, lll, and WCHU-TV, Cham- 
paign, Ill. 
Sale of WNBC-TV would take 


NBC out of UHF. The web closed 
its Buffalo UHF more than a year 
ago. CBS has previously disposed 
of its two UHF properties, in Mil- 


| waukee and Hartford, Conn. 








Wherever You Go, 


TV Makes Money 


London, Aug. 4. 


The rapid growth of the television rental business in Britain has 
been graphically illustrated here during the past week by reports 
from three companies of varying sizes. The largest outfit, Rediffu- 


sion Ltd., came up with a group 


than doubled in the year ending 


record. 
Board chairman J. Spencer 


ber of subscribers in the past 12 


New Year. Sound transmissions 


trading profit of just over $13,- 


000,000 and the pronouncement that subscribers to wired tv more 


March 31. Telefusion, relatively 


modest concern, doubled its group net profits. And Home Telerent- 
als, also a comparatively minor league entry, experienced a 65° 
rise in income in the first four months of this year 

The Rediffusion profit, over $700,000 better than last year, is a 


Wills reports that the vision 


input service in Montreal—only place where the Rediffusion serv- 
ice operates on the North American continent—doubled the num- 


months. The company has sub- 


mitted applications in Jamaica and Trinidad for tv franchises and 
plans to start its tv broadcasting service in the Western Region of 
Nigeria this fall, following up with a sound radio service in the 


in Liberia, operated by a sub- 


| . Sidiary on which Government and Rediffusion reps will sit as 
directors, are skedded to begin towards U:e end of this year. 


_Rediffusion also operates in Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur, Penang, 
Singapore, Nigeria, Jamaica, British Guiana and Ceylon, 


|WWLP-TV satellite. Also, Spring- | 


general discussion of the need for 
legislation to force action on divid- 
ing Government and non-Govern- 
ment spectrum a week before with 
Harris and officials of NBC, CBS, 
National Assn. of Broadcasters and 
Maximum’ Service Telecasters. 
Specifics weren't talked out. Next 
meeting was several hours after 
introduction of the bill. 
Hiits at “Runaround” 

In proposing the bill, Harris ex- 
pressed disgust with two-year-old 
runaround he’s received from the 
White House and the military (the 
Pentagon is the major Govern- 
ment spectrum user) in an effort 
to reach some kind of agreement 
on legislation which would end 
prolonged federal dilly-dallying on 
spectrum. Harris wants some in- 
dependent assessment of who 
needs what (and who is entitled to 
what) frequencies, as between the 
Government and non-Government 
users. 

Trouble is, the remedy he sug- 
gested in the Harris Bill doesn’t 
put the assessment in “independ- 
ent” hands, in the view of broad- 
casters, but places it where the 
Government interest will outweigh 
that of non-Government. 

Major provisions of Harris’ bill 
are: 

—Authorizes creation of a super- 
agency, the three-member Fre- 
quency Allocation Board, which 
would have power to reallocate 
frequencies between Government 
and non-Government. (Electronic 
Industries Assn. recommended 
such a super-agency last June.) 

—No court review of the 
Board's decisions is provided, but 
the President, when he finds 
“national security” or “foreign 
relations” considerations involved, 
can set aside, reverse, change the 
effective date of a reallocation or 
“take whatever action he deems 
necessary and appropriate” on 
any of the Board's decisions. 

(This is one of the broadcasting 


| industry's two major objections to 
| the bill. Spokesmen say this makes 


| now 


| opinion 


the President too powerful. Yet, 
some lawyers claim the President 
has the right in “national 
security” or “foreign relations” 
situations to take any amount of 
spectrum away from non-Govern- 
ment users. FCC Chairman John C, 
Doerfir has publicly expressed the 
he thinks the President 
now has that power. Other attor- 
neys, however, claim he doesn't 
have it. The issue has never been 
before a court. One thing is true: 
whether the President can or 
can't grab spectrum now, he could 
(Continued on page 46) 
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ly tabulation, based on ratings furnished by Ar 


Burea yhts the top ten network shows on a local level and off rs a ra strength of partic 

in depth of 1 top ten syndicated shows in the sameparticular market I b rs to local S 

different irkets ‘are covered. : : Over the cours 
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flect the rating tastes of 


VARIETY - ARB svnernie CHART 


e of syndicated shows is to reflect the true rating 
Various branches of the industry, ranging from m oe 
tions ar nd/or advertisers to syndicators will find the charts valuable 
l tabulate a minin 
’ nd weekly in VARIETY 
vs on the local level, the Vartety-ARB charts are 


ium of 150 markets. The re- 
Coupled with the rating per- 


tally every tv market in the U. S. 





CLEVE LAND 


STATIONS: KYW, WEWS, WJW. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 1-7, 1959. 





roP TEN. "NETWORK SHOWS 


RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME 


Summe r On Ice (Mon. 10:00-11: 00) 
77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 9:30-10:30).. 
Gunsmoke ‘Sat. 10:00-10:30) 


Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00-9:30) 
Peter Gunn (Mon. 9:00-9:30) 


Loretta Young (Sun. 10:00-10:30) 
Red Skelten ‘Tues. 9:30-10:00) 


FPRSEPERE SEE | 


— 


Alcoa Theatre (Mon. 9:30-10:00) 


Playhouse 90 (Thurs. 9:30-11:00)..... 
The Kifleman ‘Tues. 9:00-9:30)..... 
’ Father Knows Best (Mon. 8:30-9:00). 


Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) 





AV. 
RTG. es PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA 
KYW 39.3|| 4. U.S, Marshal (Fri. 10:30 WEWS 
oar 38.8 | 2. Death Valley Days ‘Sat. 10:30 VIW 
Wwiw 28.2/|| 3. Dial 999 (Tues. 10:30 WEWS 
.. WIW 28.1 || 4. Bold Venture (Sat. 10:30 KYW 
WEWS = 28.1'|| 5, Cannonball (Wed. 10:30 KYW 
Bt 4 . Special Agent 7 (Sat. 10:30 ee WEWS 
KYW 26.5|| 7. Sea Hunt (Sat. 7:00 .. WIW 
.. WIW 25.3 || 8. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 5:00 KYW 
WJIW 24.1|| 9. N.Y. Confidential (Tues. 8:00 WwJIw 
KYW 23.5 |\|10. Waterfront (Thurs. 10:00 o... WEWS 


“TOP SYNDICATED PROGRAMS 


1 @® - —- | = } 
-mOnmnm | &* 


= 


Vs Ow ww 


AY. TOP COMPE TITION — AV, 
SH. | PROG RAM STA. RTG. 
! —EEE a 
41.1} Person to Person........WJW 2 
39.2} Bold Venture rere 4g 1 
36.4; Garry Moore eee WIW 2 
35.1; Death Valley Days ...WIW 1 
25.8 U.S. Steel Hour ..WIW 2: 
25.7; Death Valley Days oo WIW 1 

61.8 | Soldiers of Fortune KYW 

44.1| American Bandstand ....WEWS 

23.2 Cheyenne 200 WES 2 
18.1, Playhouse 90 WwJw 2 





CEDER RAPIDS—WATERLOO 





| 
| 


STATIONS: WMT, KWWL, KCRG. SURVEY DATES: JUNE !-7, 1959. 
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“1. Danny Thomas (Mon. 8:00-8:30)......WMT 40.9 || 1. Special Agent 7 (Sat. 9:30).......... WMT... 277 67.7|D.A.'s Man... KWWL 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30)...........WMT 40.3 || : sed Hammer <Sat 10:00 ot eaenees bay 26 4 76.3 | Luc - Star Theatre “ws a 6.2 
3. Ann Sothern (Mon. 8:30-9:00)....... Wer 90605 Gee eek ee eee ee ae: | ee 
4. Garry Moore (Tues. 9:00-10:00)......WMT 35.9|| 5. Rescue 8 (Fri. 9:30 i eaendue eel 20.7  41.7| Person to Perscn........WMT 20.5 
5. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 8:30-9:30)......KCRG 35.2 || 6. N.Y. Confidential (Sun. 10:00)... .. WMT 20.3 54.7 | Deadline Dike wache auean KWWL 8.9 
6. What’s My Line (Sun. 9:30-10:00)....WMT 33.9|| 6. U.S. Marshal (Tues. 10:00)......... WMT 20.3 51.5 | Deadline estesecasce>. 218 
7. The Rifleman (Tues. 8:00-8:30)...... KCRG 32.8 || 7. Remdezvous (Mon. 10:00 rere. fb 63 20.0 48.1 ee Ce ere KWWL 15.2 
8. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30-9:00) 0p S15 n G Pee Chri. 1000). ... i ccccdaaveses WMT 17.8 48 9) Deadline eee 12.1 
». Summer On Ice (Mon. 9:00-10:00) KWWL 30.8 || 9. State Trooper (Mon. 8:00)....... KWWL 13.6 22.6|Danny Thomas .. -WMT 40.9 
10. Real McCoys (Thurs. 7:30-8:00) .KCRG 29.8 |'10. Whirlybirds (Sun. 6:00 .KCRG 13.2 55.2} Lassie as ...WMT 84 
r 
CH A’ ih r ANOOC TA STATIONS: WRGP, WTVC, WDEF. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
1. Gunsmoke Sat t. 10:00-10:30) WDEF 56.3) 1. Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 7.00)....WDEF. Gems 23.9 65.3| Special Agent 7.. oe ...WRGP 
2. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10).. WDEF 46.3 || 2. uw ‘ithout . 0:3 r ; s > 5 
3. The Rifleman (Tues. 9:00-9:30).......WIVC 433] 5 ue warhal swol Tom eee Sa a he 
4. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30) ......WRGP 40.7|| 3 U.S. Marsha ec a = GE 58.5 acKenzie’s Raiders ... /DE 
5. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 9:30-10).....WDEF 37.7|| 4- State Trooper (Mon. 7:30 .. WRGP 38.7, Name That Tune -.- -WDEF 248 
6. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 9:30-10:30) .WTVC 37.4|| 5. San Francisco Beat (Tues. 7:00)......WRGP 52.0! Woody Woodpecker .....WDEF 11.7 
7. Real MeCoys (Thurs. 8:30-9:00)......WTVC 36.9 || 6. Highway Patrol (Tues. 7:30) sl a 5 33.8 | Sugarfoot Pe a 2 
8. The Millionaire (Wed. 9:00-9:30) WDEF 35.4 || 7. Life of Riley ‘Fri. 7:00 on'e.c-+g Me l 51.5; Bozo the Clown.........WDEF 10.8 
9. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9:00). WRGP 34.0 || 8. Sky King (Sat. 7:00 WDEF q 54.0) Wrestling .... WRGP 3.5 
9. Zane Grey Theatre (Thurs. 9:00-9:30). WDEF 34.0 || 9. Border Patrol (Thurs. 7:30 WDEF 2 29.5 | Leave It To Beaver......WTVC 2: 
10. Ernie Ford (Thurs. 9:36-10:00) WRGP 31.7 ||10. How To Marry Millionaire (Mon. 7 WDEF 4 7.2| Boots & Saddles ... WRGP lt 
MOBILE STATIONS: WKRG, WALA. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
L Fe Sat "9:00- 9:30) ..WKRG 593)! 1. Mike Hammer (Sat 10:00) ; -WKRG 5 49. TW elk's Dancin é Party ...WALA 88 
2. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9)..WKRG 57.4 = be a ge gg te eeees bag ee — A.'s — Wars 180 
3. Perry Mason (Sat. 6:30-7:30) ..WKRG  51.0|| 4 Highway Patrol (Thurs. 8:00) ..... WALA 548 US Colterstens errs eee 349 
4. Desilu Playhouse (Mon. 9:00-10:00) WKRG 46.8 || 5. State Trooper (Thurs. 9 00 .»-. WALA 56.4 Playhouse 90 ....- WKRG 22.7 
5. Wanted—Dead or Alive (Sat. 7:30-8).. WKRG 45.4|| 6. Border Patrol (I ri. 7:30 ....WKRG 57.4 Walt Disney Presents ..WALA 19.0 
6. Wagon Train (Wed. 6:30-7:30)...... WALA 25] © Ga eee hers Lee oon ae * ao Sone wae Lt or 
7. Lux Playhouse (Fri. 8:30-9:00).......WKRG  40.5|| 8° Amos & Mon.-Fri. 5:30 WALA S| Mickey Mouse Club... WKRG 92 
8. G.E. Theatre (Sun. 8:00-8:30)....... WERG 38.8 || : Sacks Wenlaodes iM a "6: 0 bs an ae ane é ah <9 sie 
9. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 7:30-8:00)........ WKRG_38.5|| . cag vs "| tore Meee. ‘.....WKRG 24 
10. Ed Sullivan (Sun, 7:00-8:00)..........WKRG 38.31/19, Sheriff of Cochise (Fri. 9:30 WKRG 47.8\"M" Squad + ..WALA 25 
NORE ‘OLK STATIONS: WTAR, WAVY, WVEC. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30).........WIAR  $1.6|| & 0-5. Marshal (Sat. 10:30)....... WTAR 74.5) |News; Weather; Sports. 
2. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 9:30-10:30) -WAVY 47.0] 2. Rescue 8 (Wed a WTAR 57.4 Music for Summer Night WAVY HH 
3. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10).WTAR 43.4/| 3. Bold Venture ‘Mon. 8:30 ....WTAR 50.4 Flight aK w..s., WAVY 364 
4. Perry Mason (Sat, 7:30-8:30)....... WTAR 39.6 | 4. Sea Hunt ‘Wed. 7:30 s+eeees. WTAR 52.8 M for Summer Night. WAVY 10.6 
5. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30)......... WAVY __39.4|| 5 Popeye (Mon. ¢ pefenhers aw © _— | MGM apenaimegpnite 
ae _ 
6. The Rifleman (Tues. 9:00-9:30) WAVY 38.9 || 6. Highway Patrol Mon. 7 WAVY 68.0 Big ‘ieee AS WAR ? 1 
7. Wanted—Dead or Alive (Sat. 8:30-9)..WTAR 379 || 7. Flight (Mon. 8:3 WAVY 34.0 Bold Venture ..WTAR 243 
8. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 9:30-10:00)...WTAR 37.7 . Mike Hammer. I i 8:30 . WT AR 37.8; Walt Disney Presents.... WAVY 23.5 
9. The Millionaire (Wed. 9:00- , 7 - Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 5:00 WAVY 74.4; MGM Matinee Movie....WTAR 5.6 
ot teen Ge Ba Peo ee 37.0) 9. Cannonball (Thurs. 7:00 WAVY 68.0 Hometown Hoedown ....WTAR 5.8 
ie: seme > 9:00-9:00) . WTAR 35.2 ||10. Woody W eotpoeher Mon. 5:00 WAVY 68.2; MGM Matinee Movie WTAR 64 
ROCHESTER STATIONS: WROC, WVET, WHEC. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
“1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30).. WHEC 43.6) 1. Bold Venture (Sat. 10 WHEC 68.0; Pat Boone ....WROC 124 
2. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) WHEC 39.8 | 2. Rescue 8 (Sat. 11:00 ae WROC 74.0 | Wrestling ....WHEC 8.5 
3. Perry Mason (Sat. 7:30-8:30)... ..WHEC  37.5|| 3. Mike Hammer (Sun. 10:30 veeoess WHEC.. 49.8| What's My Line WROC 247 
4 Desiiu Playhouse (Mon. 10:00-11:00) WVET  37.1|| 4. Three Stooges (Sun. 1:00 .... WROC 71.2 Sun. Premiere Feature..WVET 7.9 
5. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 9:30-10:00)..WVET | 35.1|| 5. U.S. Marshal (Sun. 8 ....WROC 35.0| Ed Sullivan WHEC 340 
6. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 9:30-10:00)...WHEC 33.2. 6. Sea Hunt (Mon. 7:3 WVET... 63.9) Buckskin wssee...WROC 8.7 
6. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30).......WROC  33.2|| 7. Huckleberry Hound (Fri. 6:00 WVET 61.3 | Playhouse 5 WROC 93 
7. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 8:00-9:00)....... WHEC 32.8 || 7. Woody Woodpecker (Mon. 6:00 WVET 58.6| Playhouse 5 ............ WROC 104 
8. G.E. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30) ..... WHEC __ 31.7|| 8. Popeye (17 6:00 oe WVET... 58.8 Playhouse 5: Interview..WROC 10.0 
4. Red Skelton (Tues. 9:30-10:00) ..WHEC _30.5/|| 9. Popeye (Sat. 12:30 sian: WVET 74.6 Wrestling-Buff alo «+: WROC 4.8 
10. Richard Diamond (Sun. 10:00-10:30)..WHEC  29.9/10. Flight (Thurs. 10:30)... WROC 37.8! Playhouse 90 ..WHEC 222 
~ ry * rIVY7 TT > WY 7 
SAT, i E CITY_OGDEN—PROVO STATIONS: KUTV, WTYT, KSL. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
1. + aa Poca Boge a. =e “a ty 1. —_ a. Sun. 9:30 . KUTV.... Ziv OTs 54.7 | Summe er Ches y Show KTVT 126 
a DAVE Kk Sul 3 7 ; , a 1 Vion. 9:00 .SL I 2 atr CTVT 
S$. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 8:00-9:00) KUTV 29 9 3 Death Valley Days (Sat 9:30 oe: KSI ; ( S 179 40.7 To Mar “ey llionaire. KUTV 144 
4. The Rifleman (Tues. 8:00-8:30) KUTV  298|| 4. Man Without A Gun (Sun. 7:30)......KUTV.... NTA 165  532|Suspicion ............KTVT 93 
5. Desilu Playhouse (Mon. 8:00-9:00 KSL 29.4/|| 4. This Is Alice (Thurs. 8:30 2a. KUTV /NTA 163 34.0| Playhouse 90 : KSI 195 
6. Rea! MeCoys (Thurs. 7:30-8:00 KUTV 26.5 || 5. Highway Patrol (Tues. 8:30 0 KS ” Ziv 16.3  30.8|Naked City .......77! KUTV 228 
‘. Wagon Train Wed. 7:30-8:30) KTVT 26.2 6. U.S. Marshal (Wed. 8:30 gets KUTV 5 NTA 15.8 31.0) ce Is Richt ies si ade KTVT 23.1 
7. We k’s Dancing Party (Sat. 7:00-8:00) KUTV 26.2|| 7. Harbor Command (Fri. 9:30 KSI "Ziv 15.3 43.6 | Kennecott Theatre. on KUTV 153 
8. Gunsmoke (Sat. 8:00-8:30) KSI 24.2|| 8. How To Marry Millionaire (Sat. 9:30) KUTV... NTA 144 32.7| Death Valley Days...... KS 7 
9. Price Is Right (Wed. 8:30-9:00 KTVT  23.1|| 9. Woody Woodpe cker Tues. 5:00)......KUTV.... Ke 133 475/Utah Bandsiand RTT 70 
10. Alcoa Presents (Tues. 9:00-9:30) KUTV 22.810. Sky King ‘Tu KUTY v Nz 12.6 51.4' Playhouse of Mystery : KSL 84 
10. Naked City (Tues, 8:30-9:00)....... KUTV 22.8 |/10. Whirlybirds (Thurs. 8:00 KTVT CBS 12.6 29.1| Zorro ..+6.s. se al ais ie KUTV 18.6 





(Continued on page 46) 
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FCC on Umpiring 
Of Sportscasts: 
Can't Play Ball 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

Federal Communications Com- 
mission has flatly opposed Senator 
Estes Kefauver’s proposal to sad- 
dle it with the job of umpiring 
sportscasting agreements. Latter, 
said Commission, involve matters 
out of its league—or, in the FCC's 
own governmertese, “outside the 
area of our expertise.” 

FCC stated its opposition in a 
letter to Kefauver’s Anti-Monopoly 
Subcommittee which held four 
days of hearings on rival bills ex- 
empting certain professional sports 
practices from antitrust laws. 

Under Kefauver's bill, agree- 
ments restricting major league 
broadcasts in minor league areas 
would be exempt only if approved 
as ‘reasonably necessary” by FCC. 

FCC said this task would require 
“an appraisal of economic and com- 
petitive factors against a frame- 
work of legal doctrines with which 
we have no day-to-day working 
familiarity.” It suggested that Ke- 
fauver look around for “some other 


tribunal” more savvy about such 
things. 

In view of FCC's stand, Kefauver 
appears certain to revamp the 


broadcast provision when his sub- 
committee gets together in the 
near future to thrash out a bill. 
Subcommittee members are 
mildly optimistic that the impasse 
which blocked sports antitrust leg- 
islation last year can be sur- 
mounted, at least to the extent of 
reporting a bill to the full Judici- 
ary Committee. Last summer, the 
subcommittee, after extensive hear- 
ings, tabled a House-passed meas- 
ure, thus thwarting Senate action 
in that Congress. | 
Competing with Kefauver’s bill 
is one co-sponsored by Sens. Thom- 
as Hennings (‘D-Mo.), Kenneth! 
Keating ‘R-N.Y.) and Everett Dirk- 
sen (R-Ill.). This grants broader an- 
titrust exemption, and allows agree- 
ments which would black out broad- 
casts of major league games in an 
area 75 miles around a minor 
league town on the day it’s hosting 
a game. Club owners generally 
prefer this measure to Kefauver’s. 
The Subcommittee heard views 
of broadcasters last year and did 


not recall them for last week's 
sessions. 
However, National Assn. of 


Broadcasters prexy Harold E Fel- 
lows wrote a letter vigorously op- 
posing the blackout provision in 
the Keating bill. Fellows warned 
this would mean an end to network | 
telecasts of major league baseball | 
(which aren't carried in major 
league cities). 

The 75-mile restriction, said Fel- 
lows, would reduce the potential 
audience for major league telecasts | 
from 77,000,000 to 33,000,000, there- | 
by making sponsorship unattrac- 
tive. Of 183 tv stations now carry- 
ing major league games, according | 
to Fellows, 90 would have to drop | 
the programs altogether; 58 could | 
show them half the time, and only 
35 would be unaffected. 

The NAB prexy had nothing 
good to say about Kefauver's 
broadcast proposal either. “We be- 
lieve that the present govern- | 
mental framework is adequate” for 
supervising sportscast agreements 
under the antitrust laws, he told 
the subcommittee. 





Barry Shear Tapped For 


NBC-TV ‘Preview’ Show 


Hollyweod, Aug. 4. 
NBC-TV has tapped Barry Shear 
to produce and direct its Sept. 2 
closed-circuit “preview” show of | 
the fall season. Stanza, in color, 
will be telecast to all affiliates that 
Gate, but will be taped in advance 


this month in Burbank and New 
York. 

First segment went before the | 
cameras last week, with Gene! 


Kelly pitching his Pontiac specials. | 
Shear did the Gotham end of the | 
preview last year. He just wound | 
up chores as technical advisor to | 
Metro on “The Gazebo,” Debbie 
Reynolds-Glenn Ford starrer there. | 





Bonham, Tex. — Jim Lightfoot 


has been named program director | 
of WAKY, Louisville, Ky., it was 
announced by James Lee, general | 
manager. i 


|}who have to contend 











TV Press Agents Huffin’ and Puffin’ 











By JO RANSON 


+ a 











several hundred specials 
and a superabundance of new 
program series slated for fall air- 
ing on the webs, a scurrying army 
of frenzied press agents, above 
and beyond those belonging to the 
networks, will be stentoring at 
city room doors and editorial sanc- 
tums of mags in an effort to 
wangle space for their bullwhip- 
lashing clients. 

In some instances, it will take 
on the aspects of a Penn Relay 
race, the only difference being that 
the press agents will be running 
around madly finally winding up 
in each other’s dandruff hair. A 
pretty sight it won't be, accord- 
ing to some network press chiefs, 
with a be- 
wildering assortment of outside 
p.r. interested in their own phases 
of the same program. 

There will be shows this fall, 
as there have been in the past, 
with aS many as six or eight dif- 
ferent publicity battalions hurling 
the flack-ack in divers directions. 
The webs, in numerous instances, 
will be forced to work through the 
star’s own press agent for picture- 
taking dates or interviews dealing 
with the net's own show. To this 
will be added the p.r. outfit rep- 
resenting the ad agency on the ac- 
count as well as the p.r. bunch for 
the sponsor himself and still an- 
other publicity organization sitting 
in for the ‘program packager. An- 
other cook mixing into the pub- 
licity broth, on occasion, will be 
the press agent for a guest star 
as well as space grabbers for lesser 
lights on the show not to mention 
an indie tub thumper or two for 
the director. The only one, it ap- 
pears, who won't engage a press 
agent will be the guy in charge 
of the crawl credits. 

All this, network press depart- 
ments feel, adds up to reductio ad 
absurdum et impossible or how 
to go nuts in Mimeograph Row. 
Once upon a time the aforemen- 
tioned lineup was the exception; 
today it is the rule with press 
agents getting into each other's 
way in establishing editorial con- 
tacts, picture planting, column 
breaking, etc. It is asserted by 
some web publicity offices that in- 
die press agents don’t give a hoot 


With 


jabout timing the release of info 


to the press. Indie press agents, 
they say, are bent primarily on 
snaring clippings rather’ than 
building an audience for the pro- 
gram while the network press de- 
partments are concerned largely 
with the overall publicity effort 
rather than the individual show 
as an entity. 

One seasoned, savvy network 





Tom Tully's 0G 
CBS Settlement 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Tom Tully has received a $50.- | 
000 cash settlement from CBS-TV | 
as a result of the contractual has- | 
sle that saw him bowing out of the | 
new hourlong “The Lineup” series | 
and dissolving a new five-year pact 
with the network. Settlement also | 
negated his 25° interest in the 
new series, but did not affect his 
ownership in perpetuity of 25°¢ 

of the original half-hour show. 


Veteran actor stated he’s re- 
ceived five series offers. since 
bowing out of “Lineup,” but will 


orego television for a time, pre- 
ferring to do stage and picture 
roles. He’s currently involved in 
discussions on two Broadway prop- 
erties, one in which he'd costar 
opposite Melvin Douglas, the 
other with Ralph Bellamy follow- 
ing the latter's “Sunrise at Cam- 
pobello” run. Meanwhile, he flies 
to Redding this week for a sum- 
mer stock engagement in the lead 


|in “Death of a Salesman.” 


Tully said he decided to pull out 
of the series when he learned, after 
making five of the new 60-minute | 
segments, that he'd in effect be re-| 
duced to featured billing in the 
series, not even appearing in some 
segments at all. His contract 
called for alternate week (with 
Warner Anderson) siar billing on 
the series, and consequently he 
charged CBS with breaching the, 
contract. | 

Star 
actions of 


the 
“Madison Ave. 


blasted 
the 


|ritual called The Meeting. 


press chief, who preferred not to 
be identified, wryly observed that 
he might purchase gavels and cop- 
ies of Roberts’ Rules of Order as 
standard department equipment, 
plus rumor-sensitive Geiger coun- 
ters. During the 1959-60 season, 
he said, his department would no 
doubt find itself involved in ev- 
erything from parliamentary pro- 
cedure to what one of his associ- 
ates describes as “the plumbing 
end of the business’—trying to 
prevent leakage of premature o1 
inaccurate info from various out- 
side sources. 

The network press head noted 
that press agentry’s nine-platoon 
system wasn't planned. “It just 
growed that way,’ he said. Nets 
with their complete staffs of p.r. 
specialists, are geared to handle 
every phase of publicity he main- 
tained and the consensus is that 
they do the job well. But one of 


the biggest headaches, it appears, | 


is the matter of leaks. 

“With deals cooking like mad 
along Madison Avenue this sum- 
mer, the big focus has been on two 
hazards of ochloflackia ‘(poshly- 
coined word for a crowd of press 
agents),” the press chief observed. 
“The hazards, not necessarily, in 
chronological order, are The Meet- 
ing and The Leak. Usually, the 
countdown on the press agents be- 
gins with The Leak. This is one way 
it happens: A contract is about to be 
signed for a new web show. The 
net p.r. man is alerted, but he is 
cautioned not to release anything 
until the deal is firm—and with 
the best of intentions there is 
often a slip twixt handshake and 
signed contract. So the network 
press man keeps his lips buttoned 
dutifully and then reads all about 
the upcoming show in the news- 
paper, where it is printed a cou- 
ple of mornings later Network 
gent knows it is still iffy, but it 
doesn't read that way.” 

As if network press departmen‘s 
don't have their hands full with 
outside press agents on both 
coasts, they also have to contend 
with the loquacious exec berthed 
in another department of the net- 
work. Some execs, it is asserted, 
like to make like press agents 
themselves and this doesn’t make 
the relationship with the outside 
boys any simpler. 

Not just to prevent leaks. but 
rather to work out who says what 
when and how, the practice grew 
up a few seasons ago of getting all 
press agents involved in a show to- 
gether beforehand. This essen- 
tially sensible idea has now been 


| transformed, however, into a tribal 


It is, 


in some respects, as saturated 
with procedural pageantry as, say, 
a foreign ministers’ conference at 
Geneva or the morning when the 
Justices of the Supreme Court 
hand down their momentous deci- 
sions. 

“These days The Meeting fs 
usually called by an indie praise 
agent to impress his client,” an ob- 
server at one of these meetings 
said this week. “One of the big 
things is to get the sponsor to at- 
tend the meeting. Because of the 
staggering number of man-hours 
spent sparring at The Meeting, it is 
usually true that the publicity 
campaign has already been decided 
and split among the various press 
agents at individual confabs long 
before The Meeting takes place. 
So a routine of set speeches 


guys could spend more profitably 
turning out publicity releases is 
given over to the ritual. The big 
question is whether, despite the 
leaks which lead to occasional 
scoops, the dailies actually benefit 
in the long-run from this hydra- 
headed flack-ack. As one Gotham 
newsman put it: “It sure gives me 
a helluva lot more places to check.” 

Problem of outside press agents 
working on network specials, etc., 
is viewed with considerable equa- 
nimity by Syd Eiges, NBC veep in 
charge of press. His staffers, he 
reported, have learned to work 
harmoniously with the outside 
blurbers. “There is no chaos or 


confusion but a well-knit and co-| 


ordinated effort in which we all 
participate,” Eiges said. ‘“General- 
ly the agency and sponsor press 
people handle specialize media and 
sponsor interests in stunts and 
promotions. The packager press 
rep gives us quick information on 
casting, production and direction, 
titles, story lines and in delivering 
stars for interviews. On many 
shows, stars have their own in- 
dividual press agents and they 
most helpful in explaining 
needs and functions of the press 
department and in getting us the 
cooperation we need for coverage 


as well as doing a personal pub-| 


licity job on the packager and his 
organization.” 

Eiges said he has had numerous 
planning meetings on the NBC spe- 
cials and the various responsibil- 
ites have already been assigned 
and buttoned down. In all but a 
few isolated instances, Eiges said 
he's run into nothing but first-rate 
cooperation from outside public- 
ists. 

On the basis of past experience, 
Eiges says “the more the merrier” 
|as far as assistance from outside 
| press agents. 





Cookin’ With Kookie 
Chicago, Aug. 4 
ABC-owned WBKB, at the 
suggestion of Warner Bros., 
will attempt to make a “show” 
of Edd (Kookie) Byrnes arrival 
in the Windy City on Aug. 21. 
Byrnes is coming in to par- 
ticipate in Chicago Tribune's 
annual Music Festival. 
Station will have a remote 
crew at the airport at 10:30 
a.m. to pick up Byrnes’ arrival, 
and for a week in advance it 
will run “Go Out and Sce 
Kookie at the Airport” spots. 
It’s expected some 50,000 peo- 
ple will be at the airfield to 
see Byrnes’ plane come in. 








crowd.” He said he was told that 
a survey had been taken for CBS 


which indicated that unless “Line- 
up” were revamped to lay the em- 
phasis on a couple of young stars 
like “Kookie” in “77 Sunset Strip,” 
the show “would fall on its face.” 
Tully points out it did pretty well 
for five years, and moreover, if the 
network would worry a little more 
about story quality and less about 
being imitative, it would have a 
lot fewer problems on the show 





Yvonne de Carlo Into 
‘Arabian Nights’ Series 
Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Yvonne de Carlo will take over 
role of Scheherazade in new tv 
series, “Arabian Nights,” 
Francis D. 
his Leo Productions banner 
early September. 
First 13 half-hour scripts have 


“sheeplike’ already been completed by L. M.|WTOL-TV, Toledo, 


Corcoran, 





which | 
Lyon launches under 
in | 


WIP in Bid For 
Wilmington TV er 


Washington, Aug. 4 

| WIP Broadcasting, Inc., owner of 
Mutual-affiliated Philadelphia ra- 
| dio station, has applied to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
for Wilmington, Del., television 
channel 12. Company now owns 
| only the one radio property. 

WIP, of which Benedict Gimbel 
(department store family) is prez 


holder, became fourth applicant 
for Wilmington channel. It had 
| been turned back to FCC last year 
by Storer Broadcasting Co. when 
Storer bought a Milwaukee tv 
property and was forced to forfeit 


one station under the multiple- 
ownership rule. 
Other applicants are Rollins 


Broadcasting Co., owner of seven 
radio stations and two tv stations 
(Pensacola, Fla. and Plattsburg, 
N.Y.); a group of Philadelphia edu- 
cators who want to operate it as 
an educational station ‘they do 
business as Metropolitan Philadel- 
phia Radio-Television Corp.); and 


{a partnership of Egmont Sonder- |} 


ling (California, Tennessee and 
Illinois radio properties), Richard 
Goodman (in with Sonderling on 
some radio stations), George T 
Henreich (former owner of a Fort 
Smith, Ark., AM) and Mason A. 
Loundy. 





TOLEDO—George Kapel, form- 
erly general sales manager of 
KXTV, Sacramento, has been 
named general sales manager of 
to succeed 
| Ruskin B,. Stone, resigned. 


is | 
made, and time which the network | 


fhe | 


and Bob Hope is a minor stock-. 


House Action On 
Equal Time Near; 


Same as Senate's 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

Uv. House's turn on watered- 
down “equal time” reform may 
come within a week, it appeared 
| today (Tues.). 
| Senate has passed by a voice 
vote a Sec. 315 rewrite which ex- 
empts newscasts, news interviews, 
news documentaries and on-the- 
spot news coverage with instruc- 
tions in the bill that on such 
shows “all sides of public con- 
troveries shall be given as fair an 
opportunity to be heard as is prac- 
tically possible.” This language, 
added by the Senate at the request 
of Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.), 
is apparently intended to give the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
|sion a more specifically defined 
| check on such programs at sta- 
tion license renewal time through 
the “public interest” consideration, 
|} Rep. Oren Harris’ (D-Ark.), 
| House Commerce Committee chair- 
|man, who will be in charge of 
|“equal time” legislation in the 
| House plans to go before the House 
|Rules Committee Wednesday (5) 
|or Thursday ‘6) to obtain clear- 
| ance for the House to consider it. 

House bill is similar to Senate- 
passed version, although different 
words make it up. Major differ- 
ence is Senate bill releases news 
| documentaries from Sec. 315, while 
House bill doesn't. 

Senate bill had at first exempt 
panel shows, but this freedom was 
| stricken when Senate adopted an 
| amendment offered by Sen. Clair 
Engle (D-Calif.), who argued the 
bill should be confined only to re- 
| versing the Lar Daly decision per- 
| taining to newscasts alone. 


|\Equal Time: What’s New? 





Ss 








Washington, Aug. 4. 
Two new rules have been issued 
by Federal Communications Com- 
|mission to tighten up procedures 
| for equal time requests. One would 
| require candidates to file requests 
| for equal time within a week of the 
| broadcast on which it’s based. The 
other would place the burden of 
proof that a candidate is legally 
qualified on the candidate himself. 
| Heretofore, there's been no 
time limit, and FCC has had to 
check on whether a candidate has 

been certified under state laws. 





| 





| 
| A New Tack 
} Washington, Aug. .4 

A Congressman wanting an easy 
way to answer his mail petitioned 
Jack Paar a la Lar Daly. 

Rep. Merwin Coad (D-lowa) said 
his secretaries can't answer all 
the heavy volume of letters pour- 
ing into his office since an appeal 
was made on Paar’s tv show for 

2ople to write their Congressmen 
their views on new labor legisla- 
lation. Appeal had been made by 
a Paar guest, Robert Kennedy, Sen- 
| ate Labor Rackets Committee 
counsel. 

Since his staff is unable to re- 
spond to the letters, Coad said. 
Paar should give him “equal time” 
to answer orally. 


New Hampshire Hassle 

Manchester, N. H., Aug. 4 
| Legal action has been threat- 
ened against WMUR-TV, in this 
city, for its refusal to give equal 
time to 12 state senators who op- 
| posed Gov. Wesley Powell's bill to 
drop some state agencies and cre- 


ate a new Department of Com- 
merce. 
One of the senators, Edward J. 


Bennett, Bristol] weekly newspaper 
publisher, made the threat after 
Pierre Eaton, spokesman _ for 
WMUR-TV, denied free telecast 
privileges to the bloc of senators 
who wanted to reply to an address 
by Governor Powell over the sta- 
tion. 

“Governor Powell's appearance,” 
Eaton declared, “was the second in 
la series of public service broad- 
|casts which the station sponsors. 
|Governor Powell will appear on 
ithe station each Monday evening 
hereafter at 9 o'clock. We are not 
going to give equal time to the 12 
| senators in this particular instance 
| because we are not legally re- 


j quired to do so.” 
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MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE! Anew depth study of major proportions’ 
has put New York viewing audiences under the microscope .. . to determine how they 
“feel” about the television stations they watch, and whether these feelings influence their 


attitude and response to advertisers’ commercials. 
You’ve always known channel 2 has New York’s biggest audiences. Now, the study 





‘*They have more worthwhile pro. 

grams which I really look forwara 
to, and watch with interest.’’ 

Six hundred New Yorkers were 
asked, if they overheard the state- 
ment above, which channel ‘‘most 
likely’’ was being referred to. 

WCBS-TV received 389% more 
**most likely’? votes than all six 
other channels combined! 





WCRBS-TV channel 2....& 
Network channel B.... 
Network channel C 
Non-network channel W. - 
Non-network channel X..- . 
Non-network channel Y. . « 
Non-network channel Z. - - 








5 CO 





4 
This question is only one . 


the 25 contained in the study- 


é tee 3 
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New Yorkers have far more trust and confidence in channel 2—and in the products ad- 
vertised on channel 2! The study notes that viewers look to WCBS-TV in “expectation 








of more respected and more reliable brands and product information.” 

Obviously, there’s more to 2 than meets the eye. If you’re marketing a product or 
service in the nation’s number one market, get yourself a copy of the findings of this 
eye-opening new depth study, by writing or calling New York’s number one television 

_ Station: CBS Owned channel 2, represented by CBS Television Spot Sales WCBS-TV 





*Conducted by the Institute for Motivational Research, Inc., in association with Market Planning Corporation, an affiliate of McCann-Erickson, Inc, t 
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ARB SYNDICATION CHART 


Variety's weekly tabulation, based on ratings furnished by American Research exact picture of the rating performance of syndicated shows is to reflect the true rating 
Bureau, highlights the top ten network shows on a local level and offers a rating study strength of particular series. Various branches of the industry, ranging from media 
in depth of the top ten syndicated shows in the same particular mar} I ten buyers to local stations and/or advertisers to syndicators will find the charts valuable. 
differ narkets are covered. Over the course of a year, ARB will tabulate a minimum of 150 markets. The re- 

In the syndicated program listings of the top ten shows, rating data such as the sults of that tabulation will be found weekly in Variety. Coupled with the rating per- 
average share of audience, coupled with data as to time and day of t asting ym- formance of the top ten network shows on the local level, the Variety-ARB charts are 
petitive programming in the particular slot, etc., is furnished. Reason r detailing an designed to reflect the rating tastes of virtually every tv market in the U. S. 








(Continued from page 42) 
























































S AN DIEGO STATIONS: KFMB, KFSD, XETV. SURVEY DATES: MAY 18-24, 1959. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS | AV. | TOP SYNDICATED PROGRAMS AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—D: AY—TIME RTG.|RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG. SH. PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
1. Perry Mason (Sat. 7:30-8:30) ee.. KFMB 45.1|| 1. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 7:00 KFMB Ziv 26.3 61.0 Up To The Minute News KFSD 6.1 
2. Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 6:00 KFSD Screen Gems 19.8 54.8 | D ateline San Diego 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) KFMB 33.1 > CBS News ._.KFMB 11.7 
3. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) KFMB 35.2 || 3. Rescue 8 (Tues. 6:30 KFSD Screen Gems 18.2 49.1) Death Valley Days .KFMB 12.6 
4, MacKenzie’s Raiders ‘Mon. 6:30 KFSD Ziv 17.4 38.2 Name That Tune KFMB 19.8 
4. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30) KFSD 34.4 || 4. State Trooper (Sat. 10:30 KFMB....MCA 17.4 54.4 D.A.’s Man KFSD 7.7 
5. Jack Renny (Sat. 8:30-9:30)......... KFMB 33.1 || 4. Woody Woodpecker (Tues. 6:00 KFSD.... .Kellogg 17.4 55.4 | { gn San Diego ‘ 
: 1 CBS News . FN g 
6. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 9:30-10:30) XETV 32.0 | 5. Superman (Mon. 6:00 KFSD . Flamingo 17.2 442 | Dateline San Diego a ; 
* — - : 20) KF 1 CBS New CF 3.2 
pear apcniieriaeen fh” KFMB.... CNP 16 50.2| Great Gildersleeve KETV 81 
Reai McCoys (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) XETV 30.2 || 7, People’s Court ‘Mon. 7:00 KFMB.... Guild 16.2 34.3, Up To The Minute News KFSD 120 
> Z (Tues * ( 4 9 8. Mike Hammer ‘Tues. 8:00 KFSD . MCA 15.0 28.3 Cheyenne XETV 17.8 
9. Red Skelton (Tues. 9:30-10:00) - KPMS 28.3 || 9. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 5:30 KFSD UAA 14.6 586|Burns & Alien KFMB 40 
10. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) XETV 27.8 |\10. Special Agent 7 (Wed. 6:30 KFSD MCA 14.4 41.7 I Love Lucy KFMB 14.2 
S( »U T H BEND— -ELKHAR’ r STATIONS: WNDU, WSBT, WSJV. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) WSBT 48.4 1. State Trooper (Sat. 9:30 WSBT.... MCA 30.5 60.6!D.A.’s Man WNDI 12.6 
2. Desilu Playhouse ‘Mon. 9:60-10:00) WSBT 44.7|| 2. U.S. Marshal (Sat. 10:00)........... WSBT . NTA 30.0 63.2 Silent Service WSJV 6.7 
3. What’s My Line (Sun. 9:30-10:00) WSBT 38.1'| 3. Sea Hunt ‘Sun. 10:00 WSBT.... Ziv 26.0 60.0 Lamplight Theatre WNDL 7.9 
4. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 8:30-9:00) WSBT 36.8 || 4. Bold Venture (Fri. 9:30 WSIV .. .. Ziv 16.1 35.4 Person to Person WSBT 18.2 
5. Have Gun, Will Travel ‘Sat. 8:30-9)..WSBT 34.5|| 5. Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 5:00 WSBT . Screen Gems 15.0 66.4 American Bandstand WSJV 5.4 
6. Garry Moore (Tues. 9:00-10:00) WSBT 33.7 || 6. N.Y. Confidential ‘Sat. 8:00 WSBT ITC 14.3 25.7 Welk’s Dancing Party WwsJV 25.6 
7. Circle Theatre (Wed. 9:00-10:00) WSBT 32.5|| 7. Superman (Wed. 5:0 WSBT Flamingo 10.8 53.5 American Bandstand WSJV 6.3 
. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 8:30-9:00) WSBT 30.9 || 8. “26” Men (Thurs. 9:30 WSJV ABC 10.6 17.5 Playhouse 90 WSBT 26.7 
9. Wagon Train (Wed. 6:30-7:30) WNDU 29.1 |; 9. Man Without A Gun ‘Thurs. 9:00 WwSJV.. NTA 10.1 16.0 Playhouse 90 WSBT 263 
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Clean-Up Week on Mex TV-Radio 


The often threatened embargo against excessive commercials 


extolling the virtues of alcoholic 


fect. Department of Health monitors are now keeping tabs on pro- 
grams sponsored by liquor and brewery interests, marking up a 
score of the “exaggerations” in commercials by announcers, mod- 


els, and commercial skits. 


Assstant Secretary of Health Miguel A. Bustamante has been 
preoccupied for some time by the upward léaping alcoholism sta- 
tistics in Mexico. It has gotten so bad, he said, that many times 
Mexican families spend more on consumption of alcoholic liquors 


than on foodstuffs. 


Apart from this, the administration has looked askance at pro- 
grams themselves (questionable double-entendre comedy, scant- 
ily clad girls, suggestive dances, burlesque blackout routines, etc.) 


as “inciting the public to incline 
A special congressional Radio 
been studying the entire matter 


sion networks for some time. Now, according to Assistant Secre- 
tary Bustamante (and he is voicing the administration attitude), it 
is high time to reduce exaggerated liquor and beer advertising to 


a minimum. 
New 


Mexico City, Aug. 4 


beverages is now going into ef- 


to vice” as well as to drink. 
and Television Commission has 
of policing of radio and televi- 





revision of laws regulating radio and tv would “prohibit 


the diffusion of songs and programs which are outspoken apolo- 


gies for crime and which, per se, 


contribute to the growing wave 


of crime and homicides in Mexico.” 


If suggestion is approved and passed as law this wil 


| be a 


death knell to the hundreds of ranchero ditties here which eulo- 
gize killers, drunks and general no-goods. 








Allen, Paar, Sullivan, Garroway As 
Top 4 Pied Pipers on Book Sales 


A common belief ameng intellec- 
tual snobs is that the video view- 
ers has a book and you couldn't 
sell him another one unless it 
happened to be filled with green 
stamps Books, according to the 
cockeyed notion of some stuffy, 
stiff-shirted longhairs, should 
never be peddled on the crass 
cathode-ray channels. 

But a small revolution is never- 
theless taking place in book circles. 
There is considerable pother 
among booksellers that tv is in- 
deed capable of selling books, no- 
tably at the hands of such Nielsen- 
enriched personalities as Steve Al- 
len, Ed Sullivan, Jack Paar and 
Dave Garroway. 

An in-depth survey of bookstore 
opinion anent publishers’ promo- 
tional activities recently conducted 
by Sonia Levinthal, veep of the 
Publishers Adclub, chairman of its 
special projects committee and 
pubrelations chief of McGraw-Hill 
revealed that the above-mentioned 
video personalities were, without 
question, the pre-eminent Pied 
Pipers when it came to sending 
people into bookshops in search of 
a video-touted volume. Paar, Sul- 
livan, Allen and Garroway were 
mentioned by more than 100 book- 
sellers as largely responsible for 
upping the sale of books. Next on 
the list of contemporary book 
boosters were Art Linkletter and 
Pat Boone, both of whom also 
happen to be on the best-seller 
list as the result of their own ad- 
mission into belles lettres. 

Other figures on the broadcast- 
ing scene who definitely contribute 
to the sale of books when they 
happen to single out an author or 
interview the writer are Garry 
Moore, Edward R. Murrow, Bennet 
Cerf and Arthur Godfrey, accord- 
ing to Miss Levinthal’s survey. 

The tenor of the booksellers’ re- | 
plies, in the main, was that “the 
response to both Dave Garroway 
and Jack Paar is usually immedi- 
ate and heavy.” Booksellers urged 


publishers to notify them as soon 
as possible when an author was 
going to appear on the Garroway 


and Paar shows or when the book 
was going to be plugged. In 
either case, customers began bang- 
ing on booksellers’ doors the next 
morning asking for the title, such 
apparently being the persuasive 
power of certain personalities on 
the video lanes. 
Chief Beneficiaries 
Tv, booksellers insist, was large- 


ly responsible for catapulting into 
best seller ranks such books as 
Alexander King’s “Mine Enemy 


Grows Older” and Jack Douglas’ 
“My Brother Was An Only Child” 
because of plugging on the Paar 
show; “Brotherhood Evil,” 
thanks to Allen's sendoffs; “The 
FBI Story” and “The Tumult and 
the Shouting” which got rousing 
notices on the Sullivan programs 
and Lowell Thomas’ encomiums 
for “Cripple Creek Days.” 
Booksellers also observed that 
Sullivan was particularly effective 
in rushing potential buyers to 
bookstalls in search of specific , 
sports books; on the other hand, 
Godfrey and  Linkletter were! 


of 


strong on pushing humor books 
while Boone could quickly zoom 
sales on juveniles and teenage 
titles. As for Garroway, his sweep 
was far-reaching, taking in all 
categories including juvenile titles, 
humor and both significant non- 
fiction and meritorious fiction. 
Such was not the case however 
for the selling of books before tv 
arrived on the scene, according to 
some observers. Radio never had 
as many effective pitchmen for the 
product of book publishers with 
the possible exception of the late 
Alexander Woollcott, who was per- 
haps the broadcasting industry's 
principal fugleman in behalf of 


| books when he did a series of Sun- 


day night verbal essays over CBS 
Radio. 

Booksellers today are also ap- 
plauding a _ recently - introduced 
bookshow with considerable bite 
and controversy on the CBS-TV 
owned-and-operated outlets. It is 
“First Meeting, a package created, 
written and produced by Turnley 
Walker, author-actor-critic for Sun- 
day afternoon transmission. There 
appears to be a healthy interest 
among Gotham book publishers in 


| WCBS-TV airing of this program. 


Great Bally 

Publishers are reportedly eager 
to find out when their books will 
be on to help publicize and pro- 
mote the event every way they can. 
Interest in the show probably 
stems from the shocking fact that 
not since Martin Stone’s “Author 


| Meets the Critics” has there been 


an endorsable 
gram in the 
There is some talk, too 


book review pro- 
metropolitan area, 
that “First 


| Meeting” may lead to a sponsored 


series of book reviews on WCBS- 
TV and other of the web’s o&o 
outlets. Web also indicated this 
week that because of the warm re- 
ception accorded the three pubaf- 
fairs shows that are currently being 
exchanged by three CBS-TV 
owned siations, there probably 
would be more of this exchange 
plan not only among CBS o&o’s 
but also in other network plans. 

What makes “First Meeting” 
such an arresting literary show for 
most viewers ts that it blends an 
articulate critic (Walker, in this 
instance) plus an author of a re- 
cently-published major book and 
professional actors in dramatiza- 
tions of segments from the book. 
One of Walker’s biggest headaches 
is getting okays from copyright 
owners and purchasers of film 
rights, in some instances, to do 
portions of the book in dramatic 
form, but thus far he’s managed to 
land some first-rate titles for his 
video shows. From 10 to 12 min- 
utes of the show usually go into 
the dramatization. 
- Walker aims at the big stuff on 
the best-seller lists and he’s built 
up an enviable list of contacts in 
publishing and showbiz circles as 
a result of his co-moderating a pre- 
vious literary series, on KNXT. Los 
Angeles. He was on that show | 
“Cavalcade of Books” for two 
years. It also grabbed off a Pea- | 
body Award, during that time, for | 
its literary worthiness. 

“First Meeting” is a KNXT pres- 


|esr judging by 


entation with William R. Ander- 
son as associate producer and Dan 
Gingold, director. Budget on the 
show is $5,000. Author cf book on 
each show gets his transportation 
paid to and from the coast and 
actors in the dramatizations get 
scale but are glad to accept the 
assignments because they consider 
“First Meeting” top drawer pres- 
tig and a redeeming credit in 
their bio listings. 
‘For The Proletariat’ 

Walker, who was in Gotham 
recently renewing contacts with 
publishers, literary agents, au- 
thors, said he wasn’t after “the 
habitual book buyers and readers” 
but strictly aiming his 30-minute 
show at the proletariat who pre- 
viously hadn't been struck with 
the virus of book buying because, 
as he put it, “they'd never been 


accosted in an _ honest, lively 
fashion.” 

It’s Walker's contention that the 
typical video viewer doesn't cot- 


jton to the lecture-type of presen- 


tation. “Why should he?” he said 
“But if we give him a show—who 
knows, maybe ultimately we'll win 
him over to reading books.” 

Evidently “First Meeting” is 
meeting with the approva! of view- 
recent Arbitron 
ratings on the show over WCBS- 
TV. On the May 31 program, for 
example, it had a 2.3 against a 1.8 
for “Cinema 59” on WRCA-TV 
and .9 for WABC-TV's “Movie 
Matinee.” It scored a real block- 
buster on June 14 when Walker 
turned up with Leon Uris, author 
of “Exodus,” the No. 1 best seller 
on the current fiction list plus a 
dramatization of the book with 
Ben Cooper playing Don Landau; 
David Armstrong as Ari Ben Can- 
nan; Jenna McMahon Karen 
and Vladimir Sokoloff Akiva 
On this occasion, ‘First Meeting” 
obtained a 5.3 against a 3.8 for 
the national golf tournament on 
WRCA-TV and 2.9 for. “Movie 
Matinee” over WABC-TV. 

Walker also has done “The Ugly 
American” the William L. Lederer 
and Eugene L. Burdick fiction best 
seller. 

CBS-TV o&o outlet 
mers, considerably 
reception accorded “First Meet- 
ing” indicated that if the program 
continued to maintain its present 
pace and popularity toward mak- 
ing viewers more literate it would 
most likely achieve wider distri- 
bution on the web after its initial 
13-week run on an exchange basis. 

Commercial sponsorship of book 
shows appears likely for both ABC 


as 


as 


program- 
buoved by the 


| Radio and the FM Concert Net- 


work this fall. “Authors and 
Books” will preem on the Concert 
Network Sept. 15 under co-sponsor- 
ship of Houghton Mifflin, Little 
Brown & Co. and Beacon Press. 
“Authors and Books” will run 
prime time every Tuesday at 8:30 
p.m. over WNCN, N.Y.; WHCN, 
Hartford: WXCN, 
WBCN, Boston, and an affiliate, 
WMTW, Portland, Maine. 
hour program will feature authors 


of books of aforementioned pub- | 


lishing houses in interviews with 
William Lacey, professor of liter- 
ature and drama at Boston Con- 
servatory of Music. 


ABC Radio deal! is with Grosset | 


& Dunlap to plug juvenile books 
on the “Don McNeill Breakfast 
Club” starting Oct. 10. Theory is 
that women make up majority of 
eens of kiddie literature these 
days. 





B’cast Editorial Reports 
Elects Williams, Witz 


Edwin Moss Williams and Guy 
X. Witz have been elected to the 
board of Broadcast Editorial Re- 
ports Inc. 

Williams was formerly veep and 
general business manager of UP 
and is currently consultant to the 
Freedom of Information Commit- 
tee. Witz is president of the Marc- 
X Studios. 


A. Maxwell Hage, chairman and | 


‘AP’s Radio-TV Assn. Faces Up To 
Reporting in Depth Problems 


in | 


Providence; | 


Half } 


Problem of meeting the needs of 
stations which desire more back- 
ground and more “reporting in 
depth” of their radio wire service 
coverage from the _ Associated 
Press will be examined when the 
AP Radio-TV News Editors Assn. 
meets in N. Y. next month 

This is one of the several prob- 
lems that will be studied at the 
conclave but AP execs concerned 


with the broadcast news wire are 


upbeat that subscribers will be 
satisfied with ultimate results. 
|‘Something may have to be sacri- 
ficed if there is to be mere ‘re- 
porting in depth,’” an AP spokes- 
man said this wer’ but there's 
no doubt that gou. w'll come of 
the meeting.” 

Meanwhile, there’s been an in- 
crease of “in depth” coverage on 
the broadcast news wire. John 
Aspinwall, AP Radio-TV news edi- 
| tor, pointed out this week that the 
five-minute summaries do contain 
additional bracketed details on the 
day’s top stories, which news edi- 
tor can or cannot use, depending 
on their specific newsroom poli- 
cies. 

Aspinwall observed there'll 
ways be a certain number of 
and read” stations but more and 
more outlets are becoming news 
conscious and for their benefit AP 
has upped its “in depth” coverage 
At least one or more times a day 
stations are getting up to 700 word 
“in depth” accounts to supplement 


al- 
‘rip 


the five-minute roundups. “It is 
important to remember that new 
summaries on the radio wire are 


basically a digest,”’ Aspinwall said 
“What we're trying to do is strike 
a happy medium.” 

At last year’s end, radio and tv 
station associate membership in 
the AP totalled 1,878 compared 
with 1,702 at the close of 1957. It 
marked the first time that radio 
membership exceeded newspaper 
membership which totalled 1,763 
publications, 

Aspinwal! said members 
APRTA have been getting more 
and more representation in AP 
matters and that for the first time 
in its history, a representative of 
APRTA was invited to attend a 
meeting of the whole board of di- 
jrectors of Associated Press. Cur- 
rent prexy of APRTA is Daniel W. 
Kops, who's also prez of WAVZ, 
New Haven, and WTRY, Troy. 
Election of new officers is now 
under way and winners will be 
announced shortly Majority of 
|APRTA members feel that AP is 
anxious to cooperate with subscrib- 
ing stations and doing its utmost 
to improve the “expanded five 
minute summaries.” This and 
other moves on the part of AP, it 
is said, reflect AP's continuing ef- 
forts to keep its radio news wire 
trends in the 


of the 


|}abreast of current 
| industry. 

| Several members of APRTA 
have taken issue with recent re- 
| marks that AP was imperious and 
inflexible in dealings with radio-tv 
subscribers. Tom Powell, news di- 
|rector of WDAU-TV and WGBI, 
Scranton, and chairman of the 
|}news committee of APRTA, said 
the charge was completely unfair 
He said that AP has adopted. vir- 
|tually every charge recommended 
ov the news committee and on its 
| 

| 


own initiative has instituted major 


innovations at making the wire 
more useful to subscribers 
Powell said that the 1957 wire 


study committee surveyed the na- 
tional membership on “in depth” 
treatment and found that more 
|} than two-thirds of the stations fa- 
vored complete elimination of the 
detailed 15-minute summaries 
“The assertion that stations are not 
getting comprehensive or interpre- 
tive coverage is not a true bill,” 
| Powell said. “Some angle of the 
| day's big news invariably is devel- 
oped in a special ‘in depth’ report 
added to the wire this year. Inter- 


prexy of BER, said the organiza-| pretation also is provided in a 


tion, which provides 
opinion material to broadcasters, 
would furnish its subscribers with 


editoria! | daily 15-minute script which has 


been a wire fixture for sometime.’ 
Powell said that unquestionably 


4< : ting { } ¢ . 
taped material starting in the fall. |there were some stations seeking 


Other members of the 


BER | more copy “but the fact is that 


board are William F. Brooks, for-| most stations prefer the surface 
mer NBC news exec, and Raymond | treatment.” Looking at the prob- 


C. Connell, N.Y. attorney and for- 
mer FBI special agent 





Houston—Fred Nahas has been 
signed by KPRC-TV here to tele- 
cast “Sunday at the Shamrock” tv 
opus for the fall. The series will 
start in mid-September. Nahas in- 
terviews celebrities visiting the 


Shamrock Hilton. 


\lem in the light, the APRTA news 


| committee concluded last year 
| that AP had arrived at a rather 
|happy compromise, Powell said, 


ladding that it was obvious that 
the radio wire couldn't be tailored 
expressly to meet the require- 
ments of one group or another. 
Powell thought the “rehashing” 
| of the news in summaries through- 


out the day was both inevitable 
and desirable. “There is a limited 
number of geod stories in a day 
,and few editors would want AP to 
| delete them after a couple of hours 
,merely to get fresher but less im- 
; portant material into the sum- 
;mary,” Powell said “By and 
large, the rewriting is done quite 
skillfully, so that one does not get 
the impression of hearing the 
same thing all day long.” 


New British Setup 
Eyes Dominion TV, 
Collects Sponsors 


| 








London, Aug. 4. 
| Aiming to jump in on Canada's 
| decision to allow independent com- 
mercial tv stations operate, a 
| new company called Atlantic Trade 
Associates Ltd. has been launched 
in Britain to enable export firms to 
sponsor, collectively and individu- 
aly, peaktime live shows that will 


to 


be aired across the Dominion. 
ATA that 15 
initially interested 


firms 
are and the 
plan is to take half-hour spots for 
these on a cooperative basis—with 
firms sponsoring each of 
the shows that will go out nightly 
Monday through Friday. 

Atlantic Trade Associates Lid. 
will be run on a non-profitmaking 


claims big 


three 


basis, acting solely as a servicing 
and liaison organization Direc? 
tors are Sir John Baker, chairman, 
S.A.F. Dickson, G. Alex Thorne 
and Roy Ward Dickson. Latter, 
who's had plenty experience in 
Canada, is currently a director 


handling programs for TWW Lid., 
the network serving South Wales 
and the West of Engiand. He'd han- 
die presentation of the couopera- 
tive shows, first of which should 
be ‘on the air by the end of 1960 
inagmuch as applications for sta- 
tions under the new Canadian rul- 
ing are due in Sept. 15 and it's ex- 
pected that licenses will be handed 
out next spring 

ATA claims that the cost to each 
sponsor per week, thanks to the 
get-together nature of the project, 
would be less than that of a single 


30-second commercial tv spot in 
the London area. In fact it’s es- 
timated that each sponsor would 


get his one shared nightly show ata 
a cost of $2,150 per over 39 weeks. 
Firms interested will be offered 
three-year contracts with an annu- 
al cancellation clause and an op- 
tion to renew for a further three 
years 


cI TY es 
Penna. Setback 


Harrisburg, Aug. 4 

Educational tv took a long count 
here this week, when a program 
calling for regularily scheduled 
language instruction telecasts was 
discarded due to a lack of the ne- 
cessary funds. 

Blow was an especially 
one for the educators, who had 
spent two’ years working on the 
project, which would have calied 
for daily half-hour lessons to be 
beamed to high schoo! classrooms 
in Central Pennsylvania, and 
would have augmented the lan- 
guage courses with a series of 
special instructional shows based 
on other higher education subjects 
as the school year progressed 


bitter 


| Despite the fact that much of 
the material to be used in the 
|series would have been donated, 


including special films which were 
made available through the local 
| newspapers, the educators slated 
ithat there were not sufficient 
|funds available to pay a teacher, 
jwhich would have cost about 
| about $5,000, plus the time charges 
for the various stations which 
would have been hooked into the 
special network which was planned 
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BOUGHT BY: 


e AMERICAN TOBACCO wn bBurrAlo, BEAUMONT, ST. LOUIS, 


PEORIA AND SEVEN OTHER MARKETS 


*HOOD DAIRY PRODUCTS excuusivety tHroucHout 


CONNECTICUT, MASSACHUSETTS, NEW HAMPSHIRE, VERMONT, 
RHODE ISLAND AND MAINE 


eWIEDEMANN BREWING CO. IN ciINcINNATI, DAYTON, 


COLUMBUS, OHIO AND INDIANAPOLIS 


*-DOW BREWING wn waterTOWN AND BUFFALO 
e ANHEUSER-BUSCH wW sr. touis 
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Rise of Specials Poses Manifold 
Problems for Agency TV Buyers 











ground. Agency, one of the hold- 
outs for inside production and 
really close supervision, produces 
two daily half-hour soap operas, 
and for fall is producing, in asso- 
ciation with indies, the Danny 
Thomas and Ann Sothern Shows. 
“Rifleman,” “Zane Grey Theatre,” 
and the new Betty Hutton show; 
“The Detectives,” with Robert 
Taylor as host and participant in 
a few segments, and “Witchita 
Town.” 











Continued from page 31 


Green and Seelen recently finished 
ecripting the series and it is now 
aw the casting stage ready for a fall 
“lot venture. Nine, Inc. is con- 
fident of financial backing for the 
shooting of this property. Green 
is in partnership with Nine, Inc 
n “Man Who Came to Levittown.” 

Green, who authored the best 
seller, “The Last Angry Man,” 
bought by Columbia Pictures, also 
has a new novel, “The Lotus Eat- 
ers” coming out next month. In 
collaboration with Nine, Inc., he’s 
also present!y working on the out- 
line of a tv series called “When In 
Rome.” dealing with. the tribula- 


ltions of a writer and his family in 


4 look at the fall network 

hedules is making a lot of agency 
men nervous, especially those who 
have a big bundle of client money 
in the half hours. 

The frantic planning of 200 spe- 
cials and the scheduling of 30- 
plus nighttime hour shows fore- 
casi new problems. What will the 
number of preemptions do to fre- 
quency pitches? What will the 
star-loaded big shows do to rating 
consistency What will the hours, 
with slick Hollywood production 
credits and time for character and 
plot development, do te ratings 

erally What will fractional 
buys mean to agencies that like 
clo on and agency-of- 
reco 

There ell be some hard 
acco n after the fall sea- 
s0I nderwas Right now 
agencies like J. Walter Thompson 
and BBDO ould seem to have 
the to d. With big and small 
ticket « they have been able 
to plunge » ‘e-cials and at the 
samme ( with the half- 
hot ( iwinner Ted Bates, 
heat n packaged goods, is con- 
fid nging partly to hour 
shows 

enton & Bowles, on the other 
hand, | bought no specials to 
date i hanging the hopes of 
re! Foods and Procter & 
Gamb ibout two-thirds of the 
agency's tv billing) on the half- 
hour fo 

Oliver Barbour, who quietly | 
slid into the top programming 
post at B&B in the flurry that sur- 
rounded Tommy McDermott’s exit, 
may find the chair a little warm. 

For the time, however, he is 


eveing the plans for 200 specials 
with reservations and asking: How 
many are set, 


how many options | 


will be picked up, how many are} 
|the spirit of the old “Lights Out” 


really special, and when will the 
schedules be sated? 
Barbour’s department, 
for the time plans no major 
changes, 


| 


| Gross, 
consists of six active tv | 


jan d 
which 


overseas surroundings. It’s been 
described as a “Father Knows 
Best” theme built around a writ- 
er's domestic problems. 

“The Others” is another project 
under the Nine, Inc. banner. Out- 
fit has just finished the pilot of this 
series at 20th Century-Fox in 
Gotham and it is reportedly a hor- 
ror supernatural—a kind of com- 
mercial “Camera Three” in tech? 
nique and performance much in 


“Inner Sanctum” _ spirit 
Heading “The Others” is Sydney 
an English deejay who 
worked for WINS at one time do- 


producers on the Coast and eight | ing midnight readings of ghost 


i 


in 








all with show biz back-' stories. 





“The Others” is described 








as a natural for the syndication | O7 
6 oem & ication| TY Webs 9% Ahead 
field. Nine Inc.’s partner in this Tel : sineill 
specifi undertaking is Konstantin Television networks grossed 
fic u rt g t 2 > 
“ ‘toscag ~ wang i the grand sum of $309,380,932 
a - — for the first six months of 
The trio's also peddling what it 1959. Take repré ts an in- 
consider a _fres variant of the tal- crease of 93 er the like 
ent cont 7 It is called rhe 1958 period 
Aonesienn Be auty” and is a weekly | It wasn't a bad June. either, 
video conte based on talent, since that first | sell month 
charm and beauty for _rofessional accounted alone for $48.472.- 
tresses. Show calls for several 139: among ABC-TV, NBC-TV 
actresses to appear weekly oppo- and CBS-TV. Ficures were 
site major guest stars and has op- released by t Television 
portunities for merchandising Bureau of Adve n 
angles, according to the producers ABC's half-year gross was 
William Morris Agency is offer $61,422,516 CBS took in 
ing another Nine, Inc. package to $132,537,670, ar N BC hit 
potential clients Show is slugged $115,420,746 
‘Hole in One Golf” and is de- — 
signed as a series of six sports JAYARK A 0 IR 5 
' 1 on ‘ 
spectaculars each offering $65,000 C Ww E 
in prizes to viewers, et« “Hole in 
One Golf” would also feature 20 FEATURE BUNDLE 
top golf pros Highspet of the : 
Sika: Salcaiiea ty aaa Jayark Films, less tha 
s approac shot and tv it 
oy, ' ) S ot perfect- | old, is branching ) e 
j n the b to the cli-| film distributio a 1 
Parti atl the pro- | a quired package < 40 1eatrical 
yuld be such top golfers |, x . 
‘ pi 
as Sam Snead, Doug Ford, Tommy “ 
’ i > includes seven | 
solt and Jackie Burke Bundle inclu Unite 
. . . os . "tist's aat Ss, S froi tKO 
You Never Can Tell ts another Artist's fe ires, x om RKO, 
show in the Nine, Inc’ shop. It is | Seven for 20th, three from Repub- 
a sort of “Strike It Rich” on wheels | lic, and one fro MGM Titles 
in which wisi i e videod tape set- | include an early Audrey Hepburn 
up is employed to visit the homes Pa 
7 starrer “Monte Carl Baby 
of different Americans every day ames ak ci tsi he 
Guests for the program will be “Faee to Face” wi James Mason 
chosen by letters of admiration | and Robert Preston; “Wetback”’ 
—_— riend< alativa > ' , ow P 
from friends, relatives, ete. with Lloyd Bridges The Mag- 
- | » . 1 
|nificent Matador with Anthony 
Reo en Orlande Case Quinn and Maureen O'Hara; “San 
pP Francisco Story” with Joel Mc- 
’ ? Peta on, Aug. 4 Crea and Yvonne deCarlo; “Cash 
Federal ommunications Com- } " 
livery ith Shelle rs 
mission. in accord with Court of | °™ Dell ery” with Shelley Winte 
Appeals remand. has formally re- | and “The Girl and the Paiio” with 
opened the Orla Fla.. Channel | Diana Dors and Vittorio Gassman 
9 influence case Most of the package represents 
; ; = >leases 
Remand was based on allegations | P°St “2 releases. 


made before 


Oversight 
that 
half of WI 


cant Award was protested by 
WORZ Inc., parent company of | 
WKIS, whose bid for the outlet 


was denied 


the 


influence w 


House Legislative 


Subcommittee last year 
as wielded on be- 
JOF, th 


e winning appli- 


No date was set for the rehear- 


ing FCC 
cerned may 
by Aug 10. 


said 


all parties con- 


take part on request 


Jayark Films salesr 
N. Y. this week fora 


se 


nen are in 
ries of con- 


fabs with general sales veep Har- 


vey Victor Firm's 
Clown” cartoon series 


Jayark also has in 
two half-hour series, 
mystery suspense, a 
right,” plotted aroun 


with cooperation of the Los 


the 
in 


“Bozo 
is now 


more than 90 markets. 


production 
“Trapped,” 
nd “Birth- 
d adoption 
An- 


'geles Bureau of Adoption. 


France's 2d TV 
Channel by Jan. 


| 
Paris, Aug. 4 

Christian Chavanon, head of the 
fovernmental Radiodiffusion-Tele- 
vision Francaise, controlling video 
and radio, officially stated this 
week that the second tele channel 
vould be working by Jan. 60. It 
will beam 20 hours per week, only 
the evening, to the regular 
web's hours. 


in 
50 
Chavanon reiterated there would 
no advertising, but he said that 
the second unit would vie with the 
first for listeners by giving the 
same type of programs. However, 
he two webs would never have the 
kind of show on at the same 
He al 


on wou 


be 


Ssaihne 
0 said that sets now in 
Id be able to pick up 
new beamings via a simple 
converter additic 
Chava also assured set own- 
ers that all of France will be cov- 
ered by tv transmissions by ‘62, at 
which time more money will be 
able to be poured into the pro- 
grams for the two channels... He 
admitted that the new web will 
only service the Paris area for 
some years, but that by ’63 could 
be received all over France 
Pierre Sabbagh, who will head 
the new channel, went on record 
as naming it a definite competitive 
setup and it will not have a cultur- 
al format only as has been stated 
heretofore Entertainment’ will 
also be stressed as well as culture 
via the state subsidized theatres. 
The RTF will also soon get 
new statute which will 
personnel workers for a nationa- 
lized industry rather than a civil 
service unit. This will make it pos- 
sible to snare top talents since big- 


rat 


non 
On 


a 
make the 


ger wages could be paid without 
affecting wage ceilings “of other 
civil workers 


Though Chavanon stressed that 
there will be no commercial as- 
pects on tv, private sources feel 
that on a “competitive” status some 
private orgs might get orders for 
special programs.. Yank vidpie 
packagers are also watching de- 
velopments 
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ORLANDO—DAYTONA BEACH 


STATIONS: WESH, WDBO, WLOF. SURVEY DATES: MAY 8-14, 1959 





















. TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP SYNDICATED PROGRAMS AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION 
RK, PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA, RTG, PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA: DISTRIB. RTG. SH.| PROGRAM STA, arc. 
1, Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)......0.-WDBO  54.6}/ 1, Resewe 8 (Mon. 8:00)......+.+++++06. WDBO..., Screen Gemg 30.0 52.1] Restless Gun .......+...WESH 248 
2. Bed Skelton (Tues. 9:30-10:00).......WDBO  48.4}| 2. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 9:00). seevcees +» WDBO.... Ziv 29.4 50.3) Pat Boone o.+++++s+++0eWLOF 17.1 
3. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10). WDBO 444 3. Highway Patrol (Sat. 10: 30) Peeve ewes - WDBO. eee ZiV coe LD BO cocccccossces a 123 
scale: < ; é » || & Whirlybirds (Fri, 8:30)......++++.+++WDBO....CBS 26.0 49.8| {Why Berlin ...... ESH 115 
4. The Millionaire (Wed. 9:00-9:30)......WDBO 42.7 ; Wait Disney Presents. p53 1L3 
5. To Tell The Truth (Tues, 8:30-9:00)...WDBO 41.9 || 5. Jeft’s Collie (Thurs, 7:30)..........+. WDBO.,.<.ITC 23.4 60.5) Flight ...... Presents «. ESH 161 
6. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 9:30-10: 00).. WDBO 39.5 }] 6. U.S. Marshal (Wed. 8:30)........+++. WDBO....NTA 214 32.3) Price Is Right ..........WESH 263 
7. Ann Sothern (Mon, 9:30-10:00).......5WDBO  39.3]] 7. Cannonball (Thurs. 8:30)......+e+e+. WDBO..,.1TC 20.6 35.5} Real McCoys ........ -.-WLOF 264 
&. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00-9:30)......WDBO 35.71] 8. Bold Venture (Tues. 8:00)... «+» WDBO..,.. Zi¥ 20.0 33.7) Sugarfoot ceccssccccces .WLOP 203 
9. December Bride (Thurs, 8:00-8:30) 4.WDBO 34.9 || 9. New York Confidential (Tues, oe >: WESH.... ITC 18.3 30.9/ Sugarfoot ...........+..-WLOF 2023 
10. Father Knows Best (Mon, 8:30-9-9 WDBO 34.5 ||10. Border Patrol (Tues. 7:30)...% ees WDBO.... CBS RU «=O DERN cscccccceceecoo te 20.4 


































Here’s 


CBS 


“TV 


BLAIW 


TELEVISION ASSOCIATES 


dramatic proof of Dominance! WDBO-TV has ALL the top ten 
network shows; and nine of the top ten syndicated shows, Convincing 
proof that WDBO-TYV does the standout selling job in Central Florida. 
Nightly WDBO-TV programs command audiences of 70,000 and more 'T'V 
homes and regularly reach virtually all the 
above-average market. 


WDBO-TV 


CHERRY BROADCASTING COMPANY 


CHANNEL G6 


Orlando, Fla. 


Represented by 


222,000 TV homes in this far- 
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in years, there has’ been no 
new star in syndiéation .to 
compare to Ralph Meeker. 
Only a star of his caliber 
could be expected to meet 
the challenge of CNP’s 
latest television program 


series, “NOT FOR HIRE’: 


‘ 


cat oe ME en ee a ae 
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| —_— ee | hat made him famous and {t ls a@{ === ————— ——— 
s @ . | ource of some wonder that he is | 
| currently not finding the going | _ 
Foreign TV Reviews ct ine was or rae es! ~~ Schaefer on TV Conflicts 
a mene, Cambie tetts eet ame _____j pity that the 12-minute sketch in | 
| which he appeared with his daugh- | =————_—__ ¢ontinued from page 31 =—5 
garian people, to explain why the/lic, with the “hero” being forced | ter was tl weakest item in the} : 
Russian isters should so juggle to assume dictatorship — powers | Show Written by Peter Myers, | Pass Productions Inc., is now al-;dinary under such circumstances,” 
vith the fates of the native leaders, | after helping to overthrow the dic usually a slick scribe, it was a most fully established in new he thought. He was sorry that CBS 
udded impression of conven-/|tator and, at the fadeout, uncon live, predictable entry about a/ Gotham quarters. His staff in-| wasn’t as keen as NBC on color 
tiona ick villainy pitted against |sciously facing a precise duplica warted elopement cludes Robert Hartung, associate tv because it definitely enhanced 
S rity for pure villainy’s|tion of events but with himself Miss Howes opened with a brisk | producer and director of Hallmark | the presentation of drama. 


e denied, though, that 
the events » urgently recorded 
rrible document and that 
neval treatment, includ- 


now as the assassinated-to-be. 
This puppet of fate is The Col- 
onel (Anton Diffring), who betrays 
the dictator, The General (Richard 
Warner) one year after revolution 
has failed to bring rule by the peo- 
ple. But on finding that the re 


'volutionary committee hands over 
| The General to the mob instead of 


ing his device of a narrator who} 
speaks him and occasionally 
joins in the action, is effective. 
The production did him proud, and 
so did the acting, with Peggy Ash- 
croft, making her first TV appear- | 
ance for several years, as Julia! 
Rajk with earnest, telling sincerity 
and with Eric Porter and Alan! 
Webb coming over strongly as 
Rujk and his betrayer, Kadar. 
Among many other fine contribu- 
tions, that of Noel Willman stood | 
o though demonstrating only a 
mite less clearly than Martin Miller 
—- he suggested a hint of madness 
—-that constant show biz tendency 
to make spy-thriller types of the 
Russians Erni, 


A HOUSE OF HIS OWN 


giving him safe passage to the 
border, The Colonel must needs 
perpetuate martial law. And he 
likes the feel of power. Last 
scene has him taking on an office 
(Anthony Newlands) as aide, un 
aware that the latter intends to 


wipe out the new dictator to bring 
yes, rule by the people. 
Newlands performed as narrato! 


las well as one of the protagonists 


and was competent. Warner scored 
as The General, though required to 
be a shade more rational and re- 
strained than one imagines a dic- 
tator to be. Most of the weigh! 
fell on Anton Diffring, who was ex- 


With Donald Pleasence, Doris No-| ceilent in the period of plotting but 
jan, John Arnatt, Sean Sullivan, | did not manage the transition into 


Alan Cifiord, 


Budd Knapp, autocrat quite convincingly enough 


Ceorge Paiterson, Lorne Cosset-|In minor parts, the contribution 


Ge, 
say®% Dav'd de Keyser, Robert 


Henderson, Janet Brandes, Mac- | 


donald Parke, Larry Cross, Ro- 

land Brand, John Flexman. 
Prodwcer: Sidney Newman 
Director: Philip Saville 
Writer: Loring D. Mandel ’ 
65 Mirs., Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
ABC-TV, frem Manchester 

Tense and moving, and making 
an ironic commentary on personal 


| 


freedom, Loring D. Mandel’s dra- 
matic tale about a parole board's | 
review of a lifer’s case came up as 
one of the year’s best in ABC-TV's 


“Armchair Theatre” series. Every- 
thing about the production was of 
a high order, even to the handling 
of the credits 


Michael Balfour, Robert Ghi- | of Gerard Heinz stood out. Erni. 





THE VARIETY SHOW 


With Josh White, Don Adams 
Ruth Olay, Roger Ray, The 
Texas Boys Choir, Page and 


Bray, The Five Robertis, Angela 
and Fred Roby, The Carals, 
Peter Knight Orch. 
Director: Eric Fawcett 
60 mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 
Granada-TV, from Manchester. 
Top star by. billing, Josh White 
didn’t emerge as such in this 
straightforward array of a 


S 


| either in program-positioning o: 


Pivotal character is Vincent Geil, | 


who's served 36 years for killings 
committed when he was 17 and 
who has since proved himself to 


all immediate contacts as _ su- 
premely fit for reinstatement in 
society. But the parole board has 


rejected him time and time again. | ' t . 
‘ican contributors were Roger Ra) 


This oceasion, though, the warden’s 
so fixed things that all is bound 
to be well—except that the fixing 
comes unstuck, starting with. the 
unexpected arrival of the adamant 
Mrs. Cavanaugh (Doris 
Delay 
evitable outside pressures in mo- 
tion 
cells 
The 
the superbly 
with John Arnait, 
Doris Nolan and Alan Gifford get- 
ting the last ounce of worth from 
roles as members of the 
Donald Pleasence, ‘as Geil, 


playing did full justice to 


their 
board 


managed expertly to arouse sym-, 
presenting @ very! 


pathy withovt 
likeable man, scoring particularly 
with a final speech wherein he 
underlines the whole ironic situa- 
tion with: “I have a personal and 
private freedom that nobody and 
nothing can violate.” 


were tops Erni. 
A SMALL REVOLUTION “ 
With Anton Diffring, Anthony 


Newlands, Richard Warner, Ger- 


; over as exciting. 
! 


| Wheels” and “Skip To My 


and Geil goes back to the) 


fashioned conflict, | 
Sean Sullivan, | 


Direction | 
was sensitive and alert, while the) 
settings of Birdville Prison, U.S.A., | 


performance. The folk-singer was 
frankly disappointing in all three 
numbers rendered, not even his 
“The Batthk of Jericho” coming 


Also from the U.S., the Texas 
Boys Choir took the last spot be- 
fore curtain fall and didn’t exact) 
set the prairie afire with “Wagon 
Lou.’ 
More stimulating among the Amer- 


who did well with his verbal and 
other fooling centered on his vibra- 
phone, and Ruth Olay who sang a 
couple of numbers with a voice 


Nolan). | superbly controlled and smooth as 
in reaching a vote sets in-| honey, while Don Adams earned a 


laugh or two with his dry flow of 
stories. 
Rest 
compilation comprised vent 
Roby, aided by Angela, who did 
some clever variants on the old 
theme, the Five Robertis who came 
across with the acro competently 
dancers Page and Bray who gave a 
| conventional display of smart tech- 
nique, and The Carals who had 
some unusual juggling routines 
| Peter Knight and orchestra backed 
ably throughout while production 
was adequate. Erni 


of a moderately diverting 
Fred 











Foreign TV Followup | 











Saturday Spectacular 
The second of four Sally Ann 
| Howes shows (25) provided uneven 
entertainment but won through by 
the sheer charm, friendliness and 


ard Heinz, Maria Corvin, Michael | knowhow of Miss Howes, the ami- 


Jacques, Endre Muller, Richard 
Shaw, others 
Producer: Rudolph Cartier 
Writer: Paul Power 
30 Mins., Sun., 9.0 p.m. 
BBC-TV, from London 
An ironic little piece, “A Small 
Revolution” wasn’t too well con- 
fected and Seemed te run much 
longer than its 30 actual minutes. 
Neat idea was to cover a night of 


. 


inarchy in a tiny, unnamed repub- of the charm and lightness of touch 
. — -——- -——_— _ 


| able competence of her supporting 
artists and lively but unfussy pro- 
duction by Brian Tesler. 

Main gimmick was the Iintroduc- 
tion of Miss Howes’ father, Bobby 
Howes, the erstwhile musical com- 
edy star. This was a touch of nos- 
|talgia but, despite some slight 
hesitance in his lines, Howes was 
no passenger. In fact, he.reminded 
audiences that he has lost none 





ene based on “The Trolley Song” 
not quite up to her usual 


which Was 


uperb standard Thereafter she 
is in great form, particularly in 
a delightful duet Scarlet Rib- 


bons 


with zither-girl Shirley Abi- 


Cail duets, “Fr iendship” and 
Hometown,” with Howes, and with 
21 couple of solos, “Once In A 
While” and “In The Still Of The 
Nigh Miss Abicair, a tefreshing, 
relaxed performer, had two stand- 
out songs, “! Ain't Gonna Grieve 
No More” and an amusing folk 
yng about a chivalrous, man- 
eating shark who refused to devour 
vomen and children. The massive 
Hattie Jacques was a tower of 
strength in the comedy stakes, both 
n song and swetch. The show's 
framework at the end had Miss 
Howes emceeing a 1937 Scrapbook. 
Newsreel shots of that Year led 
deftly into blackout sketches -and 
songs, mainly from musicomedies 
and pix of 1937. One ingenious 
notion was a 60-seconds medley in 
which the title lines of 19 songs 
vere woven to form a complete 
lyric, which made sense 

Tesler made good use of Jack 
Parnell’s orch, the Malcolm God- 
dard Dancers and the Barny Gil- 
braith Singers to weld together a 


cheerful show of melody and mirth, 





i which the melody was rather 
nore successful than the mirth 
Rich, 
TV Cheesecake | 
=n COntinued from page | jee 
Zane Grey Theatre,” the only 
oater-anthology, which next fall is 
gunning for such femme stars as 
Barbara Stanwyck (she'll do two, 
like last year Joan Crawford, 
Greer Garson and Claudette Col- 


Eye-opener to producer Hal 


bert 


Hudson was the fact that the sec- 
ond of Miss Stanwyck’s appear 
ances last season snagged the 
show's highest rating of the year 
She was the only femme star on 
the show last season—this year 


Hudson's got six “women’s” scripts 


in readiness 


In other fields, there’s “Five! 
Fingers,” with Luciana Paluzzi as 
the running lead opposite David 


Producer Herb Swape Jr 
again is playing it for sex, point- 
ing out that the trailblazer in this 
area was “Peter Gunn,” whose Lola 


Hedison 


Albright proved that sex can be 
beautiful on television. Also at 
20th-Fox, there’s “Adventures in 


Paradise,” which has no stet femme 
lead but which the studio has | 
been loading with top female stars 


in guest stints opposite Gardner 
McKay 

Even on the guest-shot front, 
they're loading up on the girls, | 


whether in westerns like “Wagon! 
Train,” “Laramie,” “Bonanza” or 
“Riverboat” or on the mystery 
segments. Warners, of course, has 
always been cheesecake-conscious, | 
as witness the accent on. pulchri- | 
fude in “77 Sunset Strip” and | 
“Maverick.” This year it’s more} 
of the same, only in regular roles | 





instead of Spots, 
Dallas — Promotion managers 
from 20 tv stations in the south 


as well. as top ABC-TV officials are 
convening in Dallas for a regional 
two day meeting which opened 
Monday (3) at which plans for the 
fall network programming are be- 
ing unveiled. One of four con- 
claves being held by ABC-TV net- 
work, the local gathering is in the 
Sheraton-Dallas Hotel and will 
provide the promotion and pub- 
licity directors with new ideas, 


| 
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“SEVEN LEAGUE BOOTS” | 
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| there 
| Schaefer's opinion 


Hall of Fame; Edward F. Sullivan, 
veep in charge of negotiations with 


webs and clients; Sybil Trubin 
exec assistant to Schaefer and 
talent consultant, and Gordon R. 


Wynne Jr coordina- 
tor and story tor 
Pact With NBC-TV 
In addition to producing-direct- 
ing the upcoming Hallmark color 


production 


edi 


productions, Schaefer has a pact 
with NBC-TV to do two or three 
other specials for the web, the 
nature of which is still up in the 
air. However, forthcoming Hall- 
mark shows are shaping up with 
“Winterset” scheduled for Oct. 26. 
Both Hartung and Schaefer will 


do the adaptation of the late Max- | 


well Anderson's play, but casting 
hasn't been finalized 

Schaefer is also prepping a new 
tv version of Ibsen's “A Doll's 
House” with Julie Harris in the 
lead. James Costigan will do the 
adaptation basing it on the origi- 
nal Norwegian drama which is 
considerably different from the 
English versions frequently seen 
on the American stage. The Hafll- 


mark Dec. 13 Christmas show will 
be more expanded than last year’s 
and it could conceivably be an 
admixture of showbiz specialities 
or an original script by Paul Tripp, 


but no final decision has been 
made. There's an open date in 
February and this may be filled 
with a musica!. The Hallmark 
April show will be a repeat of 
“Cradle Song’’ which the sponsor 
did about four years ago. Both 


Judith Anderson and Siobhan Mc- 
Kenna, who appeared in the first 
telecast, have been asked to re- 
turn. Costigan did the tv adapta- 
tion of “Cradle Song.” 

Already in the can for May 2 
telecasting is Shakespeare's 
“Tempest” with Maurice Evans, 
Roddy McDowell, Richard Burton, 
Lee Remick, Tom Poston and Liam 
Redmond. It was taped in NBC- 
TV's Brooklyn studios earlier this 
month and Schaefer thinks it will 
shape up as one of the new sea- 
son's big contributions Lehman 
Engel did the musical score and 
Rouben Ter-Aruntunian made the 
sets and costumes 

Like other producers, he’s on 
the eternal prowl for originals and 
anxious to get his hands on as many 
properties as possible. He thought 
that among the upcoming tv dra- 
matists no one should overlook 


| Lee Pogostin, »“. did two adap- 


tations for him previously and who 


has given him an original for, pres- | 


entation at a later date and then 
is Loring Mendel who, in 
is a real talent 
in the biz 

Schaefer maintained that hour- 
long shows were too limiting for 


a difector and that he much pre-| 


ferred tackling the 90-minute jobs 


| because with such vehicles one 
could delve into subtleties He 
said Hallmark was after hjm to 


produce as many originals as pos- 
sible and he was aware that pro- 
ducers had arrived at a “real dead 
end” in-so far as most of the re- 
peat dramas were concerned, and 
that the telecasting of adaptations 
of popular screen plays held no 
fascination for him, but that he 


found: the conversion of a worthy | 


stage play into a tv production “a 
great challenge.” 

He said he'd rather work live 
than with tape, pointing out that 
there is an underlying hysteria in 
live performances that nearly al- 
Ways manages to communicate it- 
self to the public, the actor and 
the technician. " 

Of course, tape has virtues, he 
explained, but notes that ene al- 
ways speaks of it as “almost as 
good as live.” Tape, he observed, 
is never quite the same as live be- 
cause “you get a. growing excite- 
ment like in the theatre where the 


| performance takes on the dimen- 


sions of color—and this is some- 
thing you seldom get on tape.” 
Compass Productions Inc, he 
said, will attempt to move in all 
directions, seeking Broadway plays 
and _musicals and film stories as 
well. He predicted that the up- 


coming season would be the best 
year tv has had in drama and ‘that 
the only thing which might hurt ft 
would be a superabundance_ of 
specials. 

“The specials might become or- 


Studio production facilities in 
Gotham still present a considerable 
problem, he said, especially at 
CBS-TV. NBC-TV’s prdblem in 
the main, he added, was not one of 
size but maintenance. “If .N. Y. 

|had the Coast’s facilities, few 
|; people would want to work out 
there,” he said. 

Nor is Schaefer too happy about 
the word “special” but in his opin- 
ion it is a better appellative’ than, 
say, “spectacular,” constructed by 
a former NBC programming don. 


—_ _ ____| 











Clyne 


=e Continued from page 31 =a 


tap whatsoever for next season and 
with no insertions on the record 
for last season, ranks (by McCann's 
own tallies) as the agency with 
the best average program rating 
for its shows. B&B hit a 26.5 aver- 
age, with McCann and Y&R shar- 
ing 24 and Bates and BBDO get- 
ting 23 averages. 

Again according to Clyne, and 
perhaps as an indictment of pub- 
lic tastes, the insertions, specials, 
or whatever one chooses to call 
tv's grand spectacles, don’t average 
as good an audience return as 
the top eight one-hour regularly 
scheduled tv programs 

But tastes apart, McCann, in a 
special study for its clients, made 
this month, stated emphatically 
that the one hour regulars, mostly 
the action-adventure vein, will be 
the “key to network programming 
strength.” 

McCann's study, called “A Study 
of Television,” further points out 
that next season there will be 17 
such hourlong programs. And the 
reason McCann estimates that 
they'll be so all-powerful in 1959- 
‘60, on the basis of what has hap- 
pened in the recent past in net- 
work video: ABC-TV's “Muverick” 
“cut” CBS and NBC audience 
shares by 28%. ABC-TV’s “77 Sun- 


set Strip” “cut” CBS and NBC 
shares by 20°, and NBC-TV’s 
“Wagon Train” “cut” ABC and 


CBS shares by 18%. 
In summation of the hourlong 


kick, McCann notes: “60-minute 
} action - adventure programs are 
leading shows in their time pe- 


riods in five out of seven cases.” 
Further along in the study, the 
McCann researchers show that 
next season wili have 33 hourlong 
shows (not all of them @f the ac- 
tion-adventure genre), which total 
45° of all evening programming. 
| This is opposed to 23 such hours 
last semester, for a total of 34°% 
of evening program time. In a 
sidebar, Clyne explained that if 
| the insertions, ali of which are of 
}an hour or longer, are included, 
jmext season’s hourlong programs 
| will take up not 45° but 50° of 
| all prime time. 
| In 1958-'59, there were 90 half- 
heur stanzas for 66% of all eve- 
ning programming. Next season, 
the count goes down to 80% or 
55% of all nighttime shows. 
With séme pride, McCann, in its 
| study, notes that last season its 
|insertions, pulled a Nielsen aver- 


| age audience share of 25.4 as op- 
posed to average shares for all 
nighttime specials of 21.0. 
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THE. 
“PLAYERS 


MOTOR HOTEL 


King-size swimming pool! Queen-size 
beds! TV, Hi-Fi, Radio in every room! 
Air, Sound Conditioning! Suites with 
Kitchen Facilities!) AAA Approved. 
Diners’, Am, Exp. and Hilton cards. 




















NEW APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
306 West 22 St., near Sth Ave. 
New York 
1%@-2%-3 ROOM APARTMENTS 
from $118 MORTH 
ALL AIR CONDITIONED 
GARDEN and TERRACE APTS. 


PREE GAS 
Phone CHeisen 53-0017 
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FOR 
THE 
ENTIRE 
U.S. 







OUR 
HIGHEST 
SHARE 
OF EVENING 
AUDIENCE 
YET!" 


(well ahead of the No. 3 network) 


ABC TELEVISION 


Source: National Nielsen Report, I July, 1959, Average Share of Audience Per Minute, Sun.-Sat., 7:30-10:30 P.M., all Commercially sponsored programs. *Since three-network competition. 











54 RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 5, 1959 














—— 


TV- Radio Production Centres 





Continued from page Mg 








os ae 
duction manager of the first film, if and when .. . Russ Stebbins shift- 
ing al sales manager of WNBQ to NBC radio sales under 
George Diefenderfer WBKB lost its NAB Code Seal as a result 
of ration H hemorrhoid blurbs it continues to carry; mean- 
“ WGN-TV is sporting its seal more proudly than ever . Char- 
lette C. Tucker is the new director of station relations for Keystone 
B System She's former time buyer for Earle Ludgin & 
Co ( huck Bill will moderate the debates on WBKB this Saturda) 


. Dave Hull, emcee of WNBQ’s 
Dorothy Malone and Jacques 
at Edgewater Beach Play- 


ast weeke nd’: s builfight spec 
istand,” appearing with 
“Once More, With Feeling” 


oa » Ban 


Bergerac in 


house WNBQ video taped one of Jack Eigen’s radio outings last 
week f audition purposes . NBC veep Lloyd Yoder in New York 
this week for conferences . . . James Warner, account exec for WBEE, 
won @ recording contest sponsored by WJJD. 
IN LONDON ... 
V program tryout season here. ABC-TV aired the first of two 
episodes of a college comedy show called “Mortarboard” Sunday (2), 
follow on Aug. 16 with the first of two experimental “Marriage 
yarns . Associated TeleVision skeds an Ampex of Bishop 
of N.Y. for its “About Religion” program Aug. 16, prepared 





the bishop looked in on London en route to the Vatican in June 
David Attenborough. compiler of animal features for BBC-TV, 
heads for South Sea Islands next month to collect material for a skein 
on the Melanesian peoples Associated-Rediffuson does a feature on 
Liberia and “flags of convenience” Thursday week (13)... Alex Brown 
takes over admag liaison in Glasgow for Scottish TV when Ronald S. 
Coliart shifts to London as senior account exec Aug. 24... Comedian 
Stan Stennett stars in “The Black And White Minstrel Show,” 16-weeks 
BBC-TYV starting Sept. 10. 


IN BOSTON 


WBZ hosted press at Dinty Moore luncheon for “Murphy,” new 
disk jock being billed with no first name WNAC-TV pubaffairs 
dept. preems “Operation Life Saver,” rescue breathing, Saturday ‘(8 
9:25-9:30 a.m . Carl deSuze, WBZ radio personality, touring Rus- 
sia with sen... WBZ-TV given permish to film series of five lectures 
American civilization by five profs at Brandeis lt 


{or 
LO! 


show 


on contemporary 

“Big Brother” Bob Emery, WBZ-TV moppet host, taking his 
charges on exploration trips via films Betty Adams, WBZ-T\V's 
“Today At Home” show, interviewing Eleanor Roberts, Traveler ty 
critic, Liberace and Van Cliburn . WBZ radio preeming weekly ser- 
ies of disk programs, © “WBZ Hits the Line,” Wednesdays, 7:30-8 p.m 
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—— 
ous, Schulke states. Production of 
tape series directly for syndicatior 
will be stymied to a large extent 
because of the rerun bite, since 
for one thing, the Screen Actc 


Guild residual schedule calls fo 
far smaller payments under a slid 
ing scale much easier to handle 
For another, one of the advantag 
of tape is that with below-the-line 
costs far less than in film, more 
and better casts can be used, tak 
ing up a far greater percentage of 
the budget. Yet the heftiness of 
tthe rerun bite would negate tl! 
advantage. 

Similarly, in syndication of 
run-off-network tape shows, man 
such series would actually be kept 
off the market because the rerur 
fees would require too much re 
coupment and shows would be 
priced beyond their worth, Schulke 
feels. Net result is to hurt the de 
velopment of tape syndication 
thereby hurting actors’ opportuni 
ties as well. More immediately, he 
states, some 200 or so actors whi 
did the “Youth Court” and “Mun 
ipal Court” segments through al 
of last season won't be getting re 
sidual checks this summer. 
| Schulke added that KTLA, whicl 
has geared itself for a schedule 
calling for some 75% of its pro 
gramming to be live, may -have t 
change that proportion. Since the 
cost of tape repeats is so great, he 
stated, it’s not likely the station 
can amortize live production as 
previously planned and may have 
to use a greater proportion of film 
Just the inability to amortize the 
backlog of physical vidtape, w! 
Schulke — ly estimates 
| $65,000 ($294 per hour of tape, o1 
$5,800 worth of tape tied up fo 
39 half-hours), through repeat tel« 
casts is a discouraging factor in ; 
expansion of tape production, he 
stated. 
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Who Controls Telewaves? 


Rome, Aug. 4 
| The Italian Supreme Court ! 
been asked to decide whether « 
not the control of Italian air ar 
telewaves, granted to RAI-TV 
a special agreement with the go 
ernment, is constitutional, ar 
whether a private company is e 
powered to set up a second Ita 
video network in competition 





VITTORIO DE SICA 


CHECK YOUR MARKET 


C J TODAY! RAL-TV outlet. 
* INDEPENDENT Case was brought against the 
Italian Postal Ministry and RAI- 


C T DTELEVISION ;y 
_-~— CORPORATION 
Sa Cc 

488 Madison Ave. - N.Y. 22+ PLaza 5-2100 


by Tempo-TV, a compan) 
backed by Rome’s Il Tempo, a dail; 
owned by Renato Angiolillo, whi 
intended and presumably still 
tends to enter the tv field in this 
country. 


| beginning Wednesday (5)... Thomas Henry Martin, WEEI account- 
ant, wed Florence Sullivan . Wally O'Hara: Morgan Baker, Louis A. 
Webster, WEEI vacationing Harold E. Fellows, prexy, chairman 
NAB, addressed final dinner Mng. Development Seminar, Harvard 
Business School Fran Corcoran, community relations dir., WBZ- 
rV, back f1 Cape Cod vacash . Betty Phelan. WHDH-TV traffic 
mg Eng on vacash WBZ-TV progr: dir. Herb Cahan 
and 1 s, back from two week European vacash Chet Dowling, 

VJAR-TV film dir... back from two weeks in Holl rod 

y > , 
IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 

Phil Hoffman, | Time's WTCN-TYV vice president-general manag- 
explains that the reason that the 20th-Fox non-network station 
KMSP-TV here is getting four weekly one-half hour ABC network 
Ss S es, starting next fall, is because WTCN-TV, the ABC affiliate 
here, can't work tthe four, which are on station option time, into its 
ule. Shows in question are the panel programs ‘Keep Talk- 
d “Take a Good Look” and “Black Saddle” and “Man With a 
Camera FCC has approved assignment of local radio station WISK 


to Robert M. Purcell of Los Angeles, providing he disposes of his in- 
terest another Twin Cities’ station, KEVE, which he'll do The 
WISK seller is the Crowell-Collier Publishing Co., which is selling 
f a reported $635,000 after a brief ownership Three local radio 
stations, WCCO, WLOL and non-commercial U. of Minnesota’s KUOM 

set to broadcast all nine of U. of Minnesota's football games next fall, 
pl I play, sponsors already having been inked Sixth annual 
ry Cities’ American Federation of Television and Radio Artists 
awards to local stations’ staffers adjudged be in their particular 
broadcasting lines included a special commendation for WCCO-TV’s 
George Rice for his 10 p.m. news programs’ eiiter ials Bob Van Koo, | 
forme! with WRIX, Milwaukee, appointed WTCN-TYV and radio pro- | 
notion director, succeeding George Lord who was elevated to a new | 

andise director post. 
iN Sa. Epes «.% 


KMOX Radio h instituted a new “Hawk Hilites” show featuring 


as 


Coach Easy Ed Macauley of the ex-world champs of basketball, the St 
Louis Hawks. Every Saturday afternoon Macauley brings the profes- | 
sional basketball news up to date and interviews a top guest star 
KTVI is now operating from its new 1,049-feet tower and new trans- 
mitt building, housing the station’s 100,000-watt visua], 50,000-watt 
aural transmitter Anheuser-Busch, through D Ase, Advertising 
has signed for a second year’s sponsorship for Budweiser Beer of the 
NTA-Desilu series, “U.S. Marshal William D. Fisher named St. | 
Louis radio and tv program director for Gardner Advertising . Lo- 
cal chapter of American Women in Radio and Television elected these | 
new officers: President, Eleanor Werner, radio-tv director of Hirsch. | 
Tan Ullman; vice president, Alice Koch, promotional director of 
KMOX Radio; secretary-treasurer, Mary Marsh, promotion assistant of 
KSD Radio Jacqueline Wille promoted to tv time buyer at Sam 
Krupnick ad agency. | 
{NV DETROIT... 
Lou Gordon, WXYZ reporter-at-large on “Detroit Confidential,” has 
named by Gov. Williams as a Michigan Industrial Ambassador, 


) wf lead 


one ri aders selected to help bring biz to Michigan ; 
Ralph Hansen, program director of KYW-TV, Cleveland, is WJBK-TV's 
ne n director WJR received three first place awards in the 
nev farm and sports categories in the annual Michigan Associated 
Pre Broad rs competition Tom Clay, WJBK disk jockey, off 
to Ho vood for screen test . Walter Patterson takes over as new 
exe veepee of Knorr radio stations this week at WKMH head- 
Dearborn WCHB will host kids up to 12 years of age, 
» bring their own lunch, at a picnic with station furnishing prizes 
entertainment Faye Elizabeth vacationing from WWJ mike 
Pierre Paulin and Shelby Newhouse filling in for her .. Brian 
Kelly, who plays a detective in “21 Beacon Street"’ new NBC entry, 
s a son of former Michigan Gov. Harry F. Kelly who now is a justice 
»f the Michigan Supreme Court. 
(IN SAN FRANCISCO... 
Tele-Breadcasters, Inc., which owns KALI, Pasadena, KUDL, Kansas 
( ind WP‘ ‘OP Hartford, has filed FCC application to buy KOFY, in 
burban Sa ve from Intercontinental Broadcasting Corp. Inter- 
ntinental boug t station only last year Rumors that Pacific Tel 





& s about al set to handle Skiatron’s toll-tv setup keep popping 
p \ beatnik tried to take a poke at tv cameraman John Stolaroff 

of Justice . New account exec at KTVU is Norman Taylor, ex- 
KOV\ Stockton . . . Dick Clark’s telecast from Frisco’s Fisherman's 
Wharf was cancelled—Clark needs the time in Hollywood for his fea- 

é I Craig Harrison of KCBS off to Hawaii for 11 days... Com- 

ed , Pages s Diller subbing for Don Sherwood at KTVU during Sher- 
ation KQED moved its signon ve k a half-hour Bill 

We: ver, ¢ K¢ BSer fresh up srom KNX, moved into the 6-9 am. KSAY 

S vith Benny Strong moving to a midday spot 

IN OMAHA... 

Jim Price left KRNY, Kearney, to join KBON here as a d. j . Rob- 
ert Froemming named local sales manager for WOW-TV here... Dave 
Hamer resigned from KETV here to join John K. Williams in the radio- 
tv promotion field at Ben Lindheimer’s racetracks in Chicago Bill 
Dunn wow S promotion department to hook on with the KMTV 
ne lepartment Lyle DeMoss giving tips for outdoor chefs on 

Lyle’s Patio,” Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. on WOW-T\V KMTV set to 

( t Nebraska's first North-South Shrine Bowl football gan from 
O ha Muny Stadium Aug. 22. 

IN ¢ “DEV ELAND . 

Jack Kelly returned to Storer Broadcasting as national sales manager 
WJIW-TV fr his post as general sales manager of WINS, New York 
Newest I f al radio station here, WNOB-FM, having technical 

1 1 ribed by station spokesman, “We've got the power but 

n't nt Tall Paul Dean quit WJW radio. His slot on the 
filled by progra iirector Bob Martin, billed as “The Robin.” Other 
VJIW rad es include Bruce MacDonald in as news director. Tom 
Carson 1 director. Dave Bringham of KYW and Jim Martin 
f f WGAR join the news staff . WDOK general manager Fred 
Wolf and engineer Ken Hamann off to Et urope for hi-fi fair in Hanover 
WERE ce t 10-year anniversary Wayne Mack, WDOK disk 

kK to sta ne tv series of local produc tion over WEWS, which 

: nt, tentatively titled “Clevela Tonight 

| 
| 
IN PHIL {DELPHIA... 
W WCAU-TY will cover the Tommy Barlett Water Show on | 

S kill. The radio station will cover bo days, Aug. 15 and 16] 

the regatta will be telecast Alan Stone, WFIL | 

ter ll present hourlong report on his trip to Alaska over Chan- | 

el ¢ ig. 12. Harold Hodgeman did the camera work . . . Marian An- 
derson s oka {1 four interviews at Station WHYY-TV. They will be 

r the “Herita series of the National Education Television and Ra- 
dio Cente Fiorence Hanford, star of WRCV- s ‘Television Kitch 
en” rece 1 a 200-pound birthday cake to mark the show’s 500th tele- 
cast Guest disk jockey will fill in for Dick Clark when the WFIL- 

\ " onth’s vacation beginning Aug. 10 Tommy Roberts, 

[I i doing color on three Monmouth Park races for NBC- 
a ¥ 


| 
| toward 


North of '53° As 
New Canada Entry 


Van 


Films 


B.C., Aug. 4 


producers 


ouver 
Ltd., 
films 


of 
ang commere- 


now 


Parry 
documentary 
cials for the past 15 years, is 
undertaking its first half-hour tele- 
“North of '53."" Series 
been set for airing on 
commercial tv in England and on 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
with Parry dickering for a U. S. 
distribution deal 

Don Megowan 


film series 
has already 


Hollywood actor, 
has been set for the lead, costar- 
ring wit. Biitisher Archie Duncan, 
Tom Gries has been imported from 
Hollywood to direct the pilot seg- 
ment, which rolls this week at 
Parry Studios here and on location 
in White Horse, in the far north. 
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— 
the and 
mending to Congress possible core 
or administra- 
tive measures which may be need- 
ed in the public interest.” 

In writing his order to release 
the material to D.C., the Judge fur- 
ther stated: “The motion is granted 
and an order will be entered on 
notice to the District Attorney re- 
quiring al! stenographers who par- 
ticipated in the taking of testimony 


reporting recom- 


rective legislation 


to furnish a transcript to the 
movant and further requiring the 
District Attorney to supply coun- 


sel for the movant.’ 


If Harris still wants the testi- 
mony piecemeal, the Judge said 
he’d send it along bit by bit, but 


he doubted that the committee felt 
the matter that urgent. 








ARE YOU 
THE MAN? 








We don't know where yeu are, but we de 
know WHAT you are: you're a bright and 
enthusiastic man pessessing the drive and 


ereativeness to head up the Program Depart 
ment of a major TY station, located in the 
East, in one of the nation’s top ten markets 


Right now, you 
partment of an ad agency; 
Program Manager ef a TV station (the kind 
which really does a programming job, and 
doesn't just ride the net) or you might be 
working for one of the networks, or for @ 
packager in Hollywood or New York. 


might be in the TV de- 
you might be the 


In any case, you have plenty of experience 
In programming and production, much ef it 
at the local station level. You know how to 
handle a staff, deal with and develop talent, 
and you're at home both in live and film 
programming; above all, you're genuinely 
creative. 


if you're the person we're looking for, 


there's a fine future for you in every way 
Write us an informal letter that can get 
seross the kind of man you are: the way you 
think about yourself and television. 


Address to: 
BOX V-153, VARIETY 


154 West 46th St. 
New York 36 














SALES 


Representation 


Executive calling on advertising agen- 
cies all over country will consider 
representing additional properties or 
services in television, radio, point-of- 
sale or allied lines. Successful con- 
tacts over ten year period with lead- 
ing agencies in all major cities. Box 
V-165 VARIETY, 154 W. 46th St., N.Y. 




















EVERY DAY 


ON EVERY CHANNEL 


BROOKS 
COSTUMES 


3 West bist St, N.Y.C.-Tel. FL. 7-5800 























FINE HOME IN 
BEAUTIFUL SETTING 


N. Y. 2 Aeres—i0 rooms beaut!- 
fireplace, 3 baths, oi! heat, 
wall cabinet, knotty pine kitchen garage. 
carpor, plus other improvements. ideal for 
swimating pool. $36,00. Call Maspeth, N. Y.- 
Davenport 6-3914, 


in Gardiner, 
fully furnished, 
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AMERICAN BANDSTAND 








Speaking of unbreakable records . . . ABC-TV’s 
American Bandstand has the MOST! MOST audiencein 
Philadelphia for over five years on Triangle’s WFIL-TV, 
the originating station—MOST audience of any daytime 
TV show in America. 


Now going full steam ahead into its third fabulous year 
on 133 stations from coast-to-coast. 


Happy Second Anniversary, Dick! 


ARB, Philadelphia, Feb. 1954-J 
Trendex, July 1959 
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Radio Reviews 





GALEN DRAKE SHOW 

Producer-Director: Drake 

45 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 10:15 a.m.; 45 
Mins., Mon.-Fri., 2:15 p.m. 


PARTICIPATING 








| 


with each answer and with tne 
passing of time By playing 10 
giveaway games in the course of 


hour-and-45-minutes, the mos 
| WCBS can_ ever dispense in ont 
night is $150. That's not much, in 
light of what WCBS considers are 
the stakes. But instead of gaining 
any significant audience, the sta 


| 


| 
| 





| 
| 


WOR Radio, N. Y. 

Rece Gast Drake, the vet- 
era tor of housewives on 
WCBS N \ switched to the 
cre wn rival, WOR. And re- 
gardis of whether s appearing 
on WCBS a the head of the 
“House ves Protective League” 
or on WOR as just plain Galen 
Drake the same, folksy, corny, 
often entertaining talker. | 

At i with a flange for telling 
even the most inconsequential 
yarn or passing along the emptiest 
plati e, Drake somehow makes 
ther f fresh and, invariably. 
intere Nasality ard all (and 
it sce as if he cultivates this 
speer impediment for its folksi- 
ness), Drake is an audience draw 

On the WOR show heard he 
dic a work really worth 
retainit But that thought didn't 
occur to this quarter until several 
hours after Drake was _ finished 
talking Art. 
THREE GUESSES 


With Ed Joyce ; 
Director: John Chanin 


105 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 8:15 p.m. 
Participating 
WCBS Radio, N.Y. 

To 


t back a little of that dis- 
nighttime audience for 
august WCBS recently 
od a nightly money give- 





ween the hours of 8:15 
m. Not only is the idea 
unsuitable to the CBS flagship, 
regardless of how anxious it is to 


sound like an independent radio 
station 
tion can 
It seems that WCBS is overindulg- 
ing its instinct for self-preservation 
in presenting “Three Guesses.” 
Program, when heard last week, 





but it’s one whose applica- | 
n be questioned generally. | 
| resentatives seeking licenses on t 


| veloping Canadian talent and local 


| 


combined records (of far less than | 


perfect choice) with the presenta- 


tion of smali amounts of cash to| 
phone contestants, who correctly 
answer musical questions. The 


most anyone can win is $15 for his 
three guesses (amount diminishes 
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HOLLAND'S 
NO. 1 HEADLINER... 


; 


Mah taitas 





<ED 
yt 
{ yr? 


 Heineken's 


' WMOLLAND BEER 


VAN MUNCHING & CO., INC 
20, Bovesly Hills, Miami 


| said 


tion is likely to lose more of what 


it still has, A combination of poor 
disks and excessive gab isn't the 
most impressive way of offsetting 


the problems that beset nighttime 
radio 

Platter spinner and question 
asker Ed Joyce was studied, but 
then who wouldn't be? It’s awfulls 
hard, it would seem, finding and 
keeping the proper tone for giving 


away money just because someone 
answered a _ pretty uninteresting 
question. Art 











7 Canada Indie TV 


=a Continued from page 39 Coe 


| proposal and make up our minds,” 


J. J. Fitzgibbons, 
Famous Players (Canadian 
according to Thornton Cran, pre 

dent, CFRB, Toronto; “We are very 
much in favor of promoting and de 


president 


and 


but feel that, wit 
responsible operations, this can 


programs we 


} 
D 


better achieved without too s 
gent CBC regulations, the app 
tion of which might tend to 
abuse.” 

He pointed out that the ( 





would 


board of governors 
meetings in November to hear 
now-proposed regulations and 
“doubtless there will be a nun 
of views express« 1 to them at 
time and they may or 
modify the final regulations 

Joe Aldred charged that 
CBC itself had never promo 
strong Canadian arrangement 


ma 


has relied on U.S. program 
much of its schedule. He s 
“Until I know about the propo 
| regulations, I will take them 

a grain of salt.”’ He claimed 
a 55% Canadian content in | 
gramming could be “very em 
rasing” to CBC-TV and that 
from talks, news and sympl 
programs, the CBC is large i 
“record operation.”” He would 


| character’ 


| 


| stipulation 


to know what the term 
means. 

The CBC has also stipulated 
the 55° of Canadian pr 
must be presented during a 
hour period between 8 and 11 
and that this 55° be produce 
Canada. Mandatory is the 
that present pri 


0 


} 
Lb 


| Stations get the approval of the ¢ 


for all impored hookups of An 


| can networks. 











ARK: 
e. st 
How ange Financial 


Cc msultants 


_ 5D EAST $8 STREET 
New York, WN. Y. 


Eldoredo 5-0405 





There are 14 applicants for 
Toronto tv license, according to | 
Andrew Stewart, chairman of 
CBC board of broadcast governo! 





Screen Gems 


aaa Continued from page 29 


— 
many of which will be eliminat 
before the pilot stage. Briskir 
already implementing his polic 
year-round policy filming as 
posed to concentrating the 
tween November and _ Jar 
Screen Gems has just com 
one new pilot, with dubbing 
scoring scheduled for next 
Flow of pilots will be mainta 
over the rest of the summe 
fall. 

The alltime production 
breaks down this way: for net 
showing, studio is filming “Dent 
the Menace,” “The Man 
Blackhawk,” “Tightrope “2 
Goodyear Theatre,” The Dor 


Reed Show,” “Father Knows B 


and the new hourlong golf 
for NBC-TV. For syndicatior 
filming “Manhunt,” “Rescue 
and ‘‘Stakeout,” latter in the 
On the cartoon front, H-B i 
ing for Screen Gems “Hu 
berry Hound” and “Ruff & R¢ 
H-B moreover has two more 
upcoming, while at Screen G 
itself for the syndication marke 
“Brothers January,” a nev 
ern, will go into production 
for a February air date, to be 
lowed in all likelihood in Ap 

a new Bert Leonard syndica 
series, “Three-Man Submai 


It's Screen Gems’ intention to pro 


duce a minimum of 
dicated shows yearly 
Briskin also clarified his 
new status as a Columbia v.p 
integration” of Screen 
the parent studio. As 
he said that when he 
Production to Screen 
red an employ- 
‘olumbia 
ipon him at times 

ure do some work at 
lumbia lot but which at least 
him in charge of 
here. “You might 
call me the Columbia v.p. in 
of television,” he said. As 
he joined the parent com- 
itself rather than becoming 
icer of the subsidiary, there 
stock involvements, he 
well as the prestige at- 
studio vicepresi- 


three syn- 


own | 
and | 
of the 
with 
elf 

riskin 


» nhim 


into 


with 


n the fut to 





puls 


Gems 


some 


tegration, Briskin 
that there are few actual 
inges. In the area of casting 

re Gems isting depart- 

itact, but meets 
ith the studio casting 
exchange of ideas and 
In production, there has 
increase in operating effi- 
single s¢ and call 
for example, but Screen 
Gems still has its own production 
unit within the studio production 
l se has 
can't 
one 





nains 





egi larly Vv 
an 


ropiems 


hedules 








ikewi 
“you 
integrate lawyers; each 
own 

been 
Gems 


panceda 


nent 


integrated, but 


docu- 
inte- 
unit 





NBG 


Co 


’39-'60 Medley 


eka Ss al weekKencs, programs 


S: sports 


formation 
educa- 

i ne-half, 6.2‘ 
suspense 
2.3 niscellaneous 
3.9 general 

half, 8.4° 
musical var- 

juarter, 2.5¢ 
n and one- 
and one- 
*niure, two 


one 


1.7 specials, four 
alf 8 discussion 

n and three-quarters, 15.4 
ten and 
fF 413 general variety 
3.4 qul LIVE 5.6 It 
t the 89'4 
rogramming, 72°%4 
81.5 ll be live or taped 
film 
in 


studies 


ol 


on 
cla's the 
in depth 
American 
Spain, foreis 
ral prog on Lat Ame 


IS WE is do mentaries 


enter- 
n 





con- 
1960 primaries 
ections 
1 another D i Brinkley over- 
| manner 


in tne 


ynal conventions and 


essay” h in the 
Man 
aired 
the 


to be 


= oine ni¢ ts 
ina politics 


t 


tion 31 


sritish 
as aid to coun- 
of the USSR 
vill pre- 
ent rcumentari dealing with 
hool problems, Vit President 

har i account of his 
Moscow, two hour- 
African nationalism 


1ising wrap- 


elec 


tions and overse 


1 othe nev ] 


All 10 Notre Dame 
d the seven home 

of Pennsylvania 
by Station WFIL- 
Sunday afternoon football 
beginning Sept. 27 


Philadelphia 
otball game ar 
imes of t!} I 
be telecast 
TV on 


double ne ade rs 


io 


Chey will be tape and film versions 
of the previous day's games. Notre 
Dame airings ll include just the 

tion and take an hour to air 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


A couple of CBS-TV newsmen Russell Jones and web cameraman 
Mario Biasetti have had their problems in Cuba 

Pair was roughed up last week, according to the network, by Castro 
bodyguards as they attempted to take pictures of the “campesinos,” 
Castro's peasant followers. CBS says they were “bullied and physi- 
cally escorted’’ f1 the area 

Jones, CBS News’ one-and-only 


om 
Pulitzer Prize winner, is an old hand 
at face-the-consequences reporting: 10 years ago he was forced to leave 
Czechoslovakia when, as a UP writer, he was threatened with jail. In 
1956 he was the only U.S. correspondent in Hungary for more than a 
month. And Biasetti was the camerman who personally accepted the 
surrender last month of two-score Nicarauguan rebels 


A 30-minute film depicting television’s impact on an American city 
Binghamton, N.Y., is used’ will become available this month to Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters members for rental or purchase 

Film is called “In Focus,” and was prepared to dramatize how tv 


“enriches the lives of the people of the city by providing entertain- 
ment, information and community service,” according to NAB 
Included are excerpts of a few tv programs, which, together with 


personalities taking part in film give it an all-star cast, including Chet 


Huntley, Aldous Huxley, Indian Prime Minister Nehru, Thomas E. 
Dewey, Chester Bowles, Richard Carlson, Edward R. Murrow, Judith 
Evelyn, Walter Cronkite and others 

United Press-Movietone produced film for NAB, with Donald H. 
Martin, former NAB public relations director, supervising 


A grant of $30,110 from the Louis W. and Maud Hill Family Foun- 
dation may lead to the creation of a regional educational television 
network for the Upper Midwest, taking in the states of Iowa, Minnee- 
sota, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wisconsin. Area now 
has five tv stations devoted to education, with four VHF and 12 UHF 
channels reserved for educational telecasting. Steps for establishing 
such a network are currently being studied by National Assn. of Ed- 
ucational Broad 





is 





British Com’l TV 
Ad Rates Going Up 


Nielsen 


























ontinue 0 sage 27 
aaa Continued from pa = Sadie it “a 
inimum of $150,000 per anm 4 countrywide increase in most 
since the p the rating serv- | aq rates on British commercial tele- 
€ is bast upon a net- vision looks a strong possibility for 
o.k's é I webs | next yea It's already a fact, any- 
e. NB( \ ed ap- | W: that several of the webs have 
prox F $2 ) and CBS. the | 2@nounced revised prices for some 
- segments in and around this fall. 
best off evid pays around ABC-TV, covering the Midlands 
$225,000 | an! These basic | and North at weekends, is adding 
fees do no de such “specia an overall 10 to its rates from 
eport elements f Nielsen ad- | DePt. 26-Dec. 31 and states that ‘a 
5 is further announcement will be made 
cana ; hich, in CBS s ¢ shortly in respect of rates for next 
alone, comes to roughly another | year Granada TV Network is 
$1,000 month There are other pping peak-time prices from Sept. 
special fees, too. With discounts | 28 but making reductions in some 
3S s around $11,000 a month | other slots 
or $1 Or al Proportion - 2 2 
ately, the san discounts ld a* 
NBC’ and AB NOT REACHING 
I Nielser doe t char it 
ourse durin e negotiati« t} YOUR AUDIENCE ? 
webs evidently intend holding up Experience and Capital 
the fact that, with ¢ same Available 
amount of mone they oO poul ‘ e 
annua into Nielsen's pocket Top commercial programming, 
they could build up the competing §}Preduction and merchandising man 
Ame! Research Bureau. It's (12 years experience), currently 
true : ARB’s instantaneous |{heading audio research project for 
measurement service. A on. is §}majer film corporation, seeks op- 
not fairing especially well at the |{{portunity as key music and pro- 
moment, possibly because all the gram director with possibiity of 
technical bugs have I been substantial investment. 
elimininated from the Arbitron Wants solid affiliation with bona- 
process. But the tech: prob- §ifide am/fm operation (station or 
ems seem small! to observers when §jgroup ownership) seeking ‘identifi- 
compared the increased prob- cation’ through imaginative format. 
ability that the chief failing of Wide national credits and proven 
Arbitron is not, technical but that commercial knowhow. 
it has not achieved national ac- Situation must have good growth 
ceptance 4 deliberate push from potential. 
ABC, CBS and NBC would give it BOX V-167, VARIETY 
mas poe 154 W. 46th St., New York 36 


























Scramble For Guests | | 









































=e COntinued from page 31 eee 
. | 
be commanding higher salaries and } 
= | 
be able to get more work | 
However, many in the talent fj | 
agencies are eploring the rush fj } 
to nybody that s enly be- |] 
come avaliable They fee that | | 
| 
the pre-season Tru by now, fj 
shoul be a old sto Somehow ] 
hey feel that there v ll always | Mgt 
be enough s to go arot 1. With 
so much loot thrown at rformers EE ” - U 
who do not warrant that kind of = _—__________ 
salary the headache of selling 
them to more budget minded en- 
tries becomes more difficult Sut FOR SALE 
their main concern lies in the Luxurious Ocean-front home in exciu- 
fact that the buyer frequently has sive, upper Belle Harbor—10 rms. 
to pay off many contracts either plus servants quarters—very private, 
Seoosenll nability to play them, or many unusual features; steam bath, 
“9% “eth aie ie al wa 4 t ther salt water bath, sun deck, solarium, 
-cause the rt 2 | e€ th: » , 
, t fit a ho 1 , ; i 2 car electronic garage, wood-burning 
i he s \ here is 
ape site! : : to ahi : , : fireplace etc —All brick, oil Heat 
rcely variety show that hasn't . 
ewes . A Varn — : n Only 35 min. to Mid-town Manhattan 
paid off 4 ae tite w meter Sacrifice @ $65,000. Call NEptune 4- 
| because of the differen yetween 2717 or NEptune 48314 
|} the performer's promise and his 
delivery - - ————_— - Ps 
One of the reasons that payoffs 
1ave to take place is the develop- FOR SALE 
ment of sudden names, generally Fine home in beautiful setting. A-! zoning 
through a hot-selling disk. The ] 2.'50 sq. ft. om Ist. floor, Expansion attic 
variet\ show topper can aiways 1,600 sa, ft. finished basement mahogany 
make room for these at least on bar, Radiant heat in ceiling, basement ficor 
a onetime basis even if they have and 2 ear garage. 100% air —— 
; & : ‘ Lake in front yard tandscaped. 65, 4 
to buy out another turn to accom- sca Gab Siete 6210. 











modate the sudden hits. 
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Marek Views Price-Cut as Spur 
To Singles Sales; Likes 59c Level 


A price-cut of the pop singles to¢ 


stimulate sales may be a factor in 
hypoing that phase of the record 
business, in the opinion of George 
R. Marek, v.p. and g.m. of RCA 
Victor. Above and beyond that he 
feels that “the business needs some 
exciting new personality, such as 
Belafonte, Presley, Johnny Mathis 
and one or two others, to help 
churn the traffic in the music 
stores. It is true, also, that the 
growth of the LP album business 
has been a factor in reducing vol- 
ume sales of the pop singles, and 
the advent of stereo, as “the 
ehloryphyll of the business,” is still 
another added value. 

if there is going to be a cut in 
pop singles as a means to increase 
volume patronage from the kids 
who might regard the 98c price 
as too steep, then Marek wonders 
if it shouldn’t be nearer a 59c 
price than the discussed 70c or 75c, 
which is merely a return to a for- 
mer standard. “However, that 
would mean twice as many young- 
sters would have to be counted on 
for the hits in order to maintain 
the profit standards. 

“That would have its virtues, 
of course,’ says Marek, ‘‘on a two- 
fold basis. One, it would create 
twice as much store traffic from 
the would-be buyers and, secondly, 
the result would be an extended 
potential market for anything and 
everything pertaining to recorded 
This extends to monaural 


nusit 

and ereophonic albums, plus 
other music merchandise from 
transistors to tv sets.” 

However, the virtue of retaining 
the 98c price is that the margin 
of profit, when a Belafonte or Pres- 
ley single clicks for a smash is 
such, ssys Marek, as to make pos- 
sible “experimentation with other 
artists, deals for other properties, 


nd generally bolster the economy 
of each cc 


Cadence’s Archie Bleyer 
Makes TV Film as Bally 


ympany.” 





For Chordettes’ New Disk 


Visual promotion is becoming an | 


important key to the disk business. 
That's the opinion of Archie Bley- 
er, Cadence Records prexy who's 
backing his idea with an indepen- 
dently made tv film tied in with 
his new Chordettes’ coupling of 
“No Wheels” and “A Girl's Work 
Is Never Done.” 
Cadence shelled 
imately $4,800 in film costs to 
shoot the two tv sequences in 
which the Chordettes’ !ip-sync to 
the disks. On “No Wheels,” the 
femmes are assisted by Jeff Kron 
and Jackie Ertel who have talking 
parts on the platter. On “A Girl's 
Work Is Never Done,” Bleyer him- 
self comes on for a brief “at home” 
shot. (Miss Ertel, incidentally, is 
Bleyer’s stepdaughter via his wife 


out approx- 


Janet, one of the Chordettes.) 
The film is befnmg made available 
cuffo to tv stations and the pos- 
sibility of a showcasing in theatres 
is also being looked into. Cadence 
now has 180 prints ready to go 
and the ty-theatre slottings are be- 
ing lined up by label's local dis- 


tributors 

Bleyer doesn’t believe that there 
is now a “soft market” for the disk 
biz. “It’s impossible for disks not 


|lette Records’ 


to sell in this high economy if the ! 


talent and material are there,” he 
pointed out. Bleyer, however, feels 
that since records, unlike a loaf of 
bread, fill no consumer need, it’s 
up to the disk manufacturer to 
make the public want the record. 

Another unusual aspect of pro- 


motion on the Chordettes’ disk is | 


that each side is being pushed as 
a separate single. Special deejay 
copies have been made with 
Wheels” 
ter and 
Done” 
platter 
disk, 

tunes. 


“A Girl's Work Is Never 
on both sides of another 
The regular commercial 
however, will couple both 


“No | 
on both sides of one plat- | 


Merc Cuts LPs to $4.98 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
In stride with the industry's 
general price rollback, Mercury 
Records has lopped the tag on its 
stereo jazz and pop albums from 
$5.95 to $4.98. 
Label’s “Living Presence” 
sic series remains at $5.98. 


Lion Label’s ‘Get 


clas 





Nassau, Bahamas, Aug 


‘ 





GORNBALLS CLICK 
IN POP DOMAIN 


By MIKE GROSS 
The country music move-in on 
the pop field will hold up because 
the songs are just basic variations 


of old folk themes. That's the 
opinion of Don Law, Columbia 
Records’ director of country & 


western artists & repertoire for 
nearly 15 years. 

Law, who was born 
Britain, says he’s like 
billy music he records—‘‘American 
in its present form but Anglo- 
Saxon in its roots.” He explained 
that most of the country music 


in Great 
the hill- 


| clicks stem from old Elizabethan 


Into the Racks 


> Pike” 
| “The 


As examples, he cited 
“On Top Of Old Smoky,” “Red 
River Valley,” “Sweet Betsy From 
and the current pop click 
Battle of New Orleans,” 


melodies. 


MGM Records is making its 7 ahich he recorded for Col with 


move onto the chain store racks 
via a stepped-up program for its 
Lion label LPs which sell for $1.98. 
In addition to expanding its cata- 
log, the Lion series has tailored its 
distrib prices for a stronger stand- 
ing with the rackjobbers who serv- 
ice the disk displays in the chain 
stores and supermarkets 

Pepping up the MGM distribs at 
the Nassau convention, Harold 
Drayson, Lion’s sales chief, point- 
ed out that the low-priced LP 
field was now grossing over $65,- 
000,000 annually, or about 20° of 
the total business. The MGM dis- 
tribs were urged to get on the! 
racks in order to get their share 
of the business. MGM's new price 
for distribs, at 87c per LP, is de- 
signed to permit sales to rackjob- 
bers at prices that beat the com- 
petitive labels. A warning was 
sounded by MGM execs to its dis- 
tribs that if the latter did not do 
a satisfactory job in 
rackjobbers, MGM would be forced 
to sell them directly from the fac- 
tory. 

Drayson noted that MGM has 
built the Lion label inside of one 
year to a catalog of 88 packages. 
New fall releases include LPs by 
Fred Astaire. Tommy Edwards, 


| George Shearing, Robert Q. Lewis, 


a medley of bands and another col- 
lection of picture tunes done by 
various Hollywood songstresses. 





Bernstein to Roulette 
Dave Bernstein has joined Rou- 


ment. He'll be New York deejay 
representative working under Saul 
Star, national promotion manager 
Bernstein fills the post vacated 
recently hed Moe Schulman 


promotion depart- 


Johnny Horton and which now has 
passed the 2,000,000 sales mark. 

‘The Battle of New Orleans,’’ 
he said, “can be traced back to an 
old English tune called “The 
Eighth of January.” 

Law attributes the success of 
country music in the pop areas to 


each song’s sincerity and sim- 
| plicity. .“Each tune,” he points 
out, “has a beat and a story, 


| ‘Waterloo.’” 


} 
| 
| 


selling the | 


whether it be humorous like a 
‘Battle of New Orleans’ or sad like 
He also says that 
the mass movement of GIs during 
(Continued on page 62) 





Pitt Teenage Audience 
On Cliburn: ‘Who He?’ 


But Pianist, Succumbs 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 
Saying “I wouldn't even go on 
the Dick Clark show,” pianist Van 


'Cliburn gave station WIIC officials 


and tHe RCA Victor promotion 
team here a harrowing 30 minutes 
before he finally consented to go 
on “Six O'Clock Hop,” a teenage 
dance party seen daily here 

Cliburn balked when he lear! 
what type of show it was and read- 
ied a fast exit when show's emcee, 
Bill Cardille, asked the kids if they 
knew Van Cliburn and got back a 
lot of vacant stares. 

But with the perspiring execs 
still pleading, Cliburn saw the im- 
possibility of the situation and 
finally went on and bantered with 
the kids for a few minutes to 
agreeable results. He told them 
rock and roll dances compared to 
the “shake-outs” they had down 
home in Kilgore, Texas. 
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WHAT I'D SAY 
MONA LISA 


JUST A LITTLE TOO MUCH 
40 MILES OF BAD ROAD 
HALF BREED 


SWEETER THAN YOU 
CIAO CIAO BAMBINA 
HERE COMES SUMMER 
THERE GOES MY BABY 


SEF SFFESFSFSFFSFESOESEES FSS FEF FF66646666464464646464664646664 


(Figures 


I ONLY HAVE EYES FOR YOU 


in parentheses 


10 Best Sellers on Coin Mac! 


1. LONELY BOY (8) 
2. BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS (11) 

3. MY HEART IS AN OPEN BOOK (4) 

4. WATERLOO (7) 

5. WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES (1) 
ee ee ee 
7. A BIG HUNK OF LOVE (2) ......... 

8. TIGER (4) 

S. PIOEAPE (80)... ... .. coscicencccccse 
10. LIPSTICK ON YOUR COLLAR (7) 


Ray Charles Atlantic 
{| Carl Mann Phillips 
} Conway Twitty ....... MGM 
Ricky Nelson ..... Imperial 
Duane Eddy Jamie 
Marvin Rainwater MGM 
Flamingos End 
Ricky Nelson..... Imperial 
Jackie Noguez.... Jamie 
PO eee Kapp 
Drifters Atlantic 


indicate number of weeks song 





Matt Mattlin’s Blue Note 


Asbury Park has a new jazz dis- 
pensing spot, The Blue Note, oper- 
ated by Matt Mattlin. He's spe- 
cializing in added Sunday matinee 
concerts, 4-7. 

Combo includes himself at the 
piano, Lou Mecca at guitar, Don 
Cinderella for bull fiddle and Mar- 
ty Weiss on sax } oan and wate. 


ABCA Par’ $ Costa | 





A&R Boss of VAR 


The recording business’ artists 
& repertoire scene stirred again 
last week with the moveover of 
Don Costa to United Artists Rec- 
ords fyom the ABC-Paramount 
label. Costa will tcke over as head 
of UAR’s a&r department when 
his current pact with ABC-Para- 
mount expires in September. 

No replacement for Costa at 
ABC-Paramount has been set yet. 
There’s been talk, however, that 
Sid Feller, who operated ABC- 
Par’s a&r division with Costa when 
the label was launched several 
years ago and subsequently left 
to freelance, would return to his 
a&r post. 

In addition to his a&r chores at 
UAR, Costa will perform as a re- 
cording artist. He'll be assisted 
in the a&r division by Jack Lewis, 
the former a&a topper, and Tom 
Wilson. 

Before coming to ABC-Par four 
years ago, Costa had been a free- 
lance arranger. 


Irv Deutch Sales Mgr. , 
Of New Memo Records 


has been set as 
manager for the 
Memo Records. 


ned | 


Irving Deutch 
national sales 
newly formed 
Deutch, 
sional department, is currently 
pushing “My Most Precious Poses- 
sion,” cut by the Memos, and Nicky 
Valo’s “Sugar Lips,”’ which the 
Memo diskery 
Cleftone Records. 

Memo Records is headed by Bill 
Lasley, president, and Art John- 
son, veepee. Label now has 34 dis- 
tributors lined up. 








Paul Anka ere 
Johnny Horton.. Columbia 
Carl Dobkins Jr. Decca 
Stonewall Jackson Columbia 
Dinah Washington Mercury 
Sammy Turner ....... Big Top 


Elwis Presley.....« « Victor 
Fabian 
Lloyd Price 


Connie Francis 


Chancellor 
ABC-Par 
MGM 


tT | be 
p cial Nov. 29. Sponsors of the show 


has been in tite top 10) 


+) 


SHPO 46444444446 SOP OOOOH 444444464464 46464464446464468 


ex-Southern Music profes- ; 


is distributing for | 


| 


, entries in each category. 


| business, 
| initial nominating round. These in- 
'clude recording artists, 
| singers, 


| documentarists 


| appeared on records after Sept. 
| 1958. Rock ‘n’ 


'Monophonic, Stereophonic, Profitonic, 
Or MGM's ‘Big Sell in the Bahamas’ 


+ 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Nassau, Bahamas, Aug. 4. 

MGM Records pitched up a hard- 
sell deal and an extensive program 
of new packaged product at a 
three-day convention of its 32 dis- 
tributors here last week. Geared 
to a “monophonic to stereophonic 
to profitonic” slogan, the conciave 
represented the diskery's strongest 
bid for dealer penetration made to 
date, according to MGM Records 


prexy Arnold Maxin, who keynoted 
be meeting. 
Diskery’s deal was aimed at 


solving two problems at the dealer 


level: (1), how to get rid of obso- 
lete inventory; and (2), how to re- 


stock in depth for the upcoming 
fall-Christmas seasoh. MGM's plan 
gives both the distribs and dealers 
a chance to liquidate dead mer- 
chandise in ratio to their purchase 
of new albums. 

The peg for dealers is that they 
will be able to get a 20° return 
privilege on all MGM package pur- 
chases, except for the low-priced 
Lion label. Under this 20%, they 
will be entitled to return all LPs, 
of any value or label, for a credit 
of $2.47 each, whiich is the going 
dealer price for a standard-price 
album. In addition, MGM distribs 
are giving dealers a deferred bill- 
ing plan under which their final 
payments will be due Dec. 10. 
MGM, in turn, has given its dis- 
tribs a comparable deal under 
which the latter gets a 20% return 
privilege on their MGM purchases, 
It’s understood that MGM has 
made a deal with a foreign opera- 
tor to sell all returned merchandise 
overseas. 

MGM “presented an across-the- 
board album line, including a new 
series of de luxe multi-platter pack- 
ages under a new moniker, the 
MGM Scademy Series. First sets 
in this -ategory will be “The Bal- 
lad of Baby Doe,” the Douglas 
Moore-John Latouche opera; and 
“War and Peace,” the Sergei Pro- 
kofiev opera which was recorded 
abroad. 

The upcoming pop LPs on the 
MGM label include “A Tribute To 
Al Jolson” with Maurice Chevalier; 

(Continued on atinned on page 62) 


NARAS Ballots in Mail; 
‘Best Artist’ New Award, 
R&R, Folk Music Sevarate 


First mailings of nomination bal- 
lois for the 1959 awards of the Na- 
tional Acadenry of Recording Arts 
& Sciences went out Monday (3) 


| to aH record companies and mem- 


bers of the Academy. There are 34 
categories listed this year, in con- 
trast to 28 for the '58 awards. 
Record companies are allowed to 
nominate up to 10% of their 59 
product in each of the categories. 
Members may nominate five 
Only ac- 
members, those who are in 
creative categories of the 
can vote beyond the 


tive 
certain 


musicians, 
conductors, songwriters, 
arrangers, engineer mixers, artists 
& repertoire men, art directors, 
literary editors and _ recording 
Membership dues 
annually or $100 for life 
NARAS is now 
for new mem- 
east and west 


are $15 
membership. 
launching a drive 
bers in both its 
coast chapters 
NARAS has arranged this year 
for its membership to buy the 
nominated albums for $1 and 
singles for 50c. Several companies 
have already subscribed to the 
plan and other diskeries have in- 
dicated that they will foliow suit. 
Among the new categories this 
year is one for best new artist, 
defined as a performer who first 
1, 
roll receives a 
separate category of its own this 
year, as does folk music. 
Presentation of the awards wi 
made on an NBC-TV color spe- 


will be Watchmakers of Switzer- 


! i te 
+ 22D DD DADA ADADAAAAAMEARLA LEU C Tee eee 4++¢¢4) land. 
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Jocks, Juk d Disk Album Reviews 
ocks, Jukes and Disks 
By MIKE GROSS 
Frank Sinatra: “No One Cares” is a delightful re-creation of the 
Eddie Garson (Roulette):| harmony form that should win an- Capitol 3ack again in a soft' Rudolf Friml-Herbert Stothart 
“MAKEUP” (Reis?! is made for the other good ride for this standard ballad mood, this latest Sinatra (music) and Otto Harbach-Oscar 
teen nd they'll probably keep Lisa Stuart (Cub): “ANOTHER package is another natural for|Hammerstein 2d (lyrics) produc. 
ea » on the turntables.| YEAR” (Abars*) has a smooth cleanup sales and deejay program- tion which opened in New York in 
“YOU'VE GOT A BIG MOUTH" | ballad feel that’s enhanced by a ming. Moreover, it's a perfect fol- 1924. In the pairing of Julie An- 
(Re a talking-rocker with a) rich vocal treatment. “ONCE UPON lowup to his previous, and swing-|drews and Giorgio Tozzi for the 
lyr al that the teeners will A DREAM” (Walt Disney*) fea- ier, “Come Dance With Me.” This | lead roles, Victor has been able to 
take t tures a likable waltzing lilt time out Sinatra is working with |recapture the charm of the 
Johnnie Ray ‘Columbia): “I'LL Don Cherry (Strand): “SUM- solid backg rounds developed by | mantic musical show form that’s 
NEVER FALL IN LOVE AGAIN” | MERSCHOOL BLUES” (Sheldon arranger-conductor Gordon Jenk- | virtually -disappeared from the the- 
3pa | 1 Lilt and a lyric excite- | will get its play because of the way ins that give taste and dimension | atre. “Indian Love Call,” “Why 
»ment that give Johnnie Ray his| Don Cherry hits the blues beat and to the presentation Sinatra's | Shouldn't We,” “Pretty Things,” 


best chance to get on the hit lists. 


“YOU'RE ALL THAT I LIVE FOR” 


(Pee sels the singer in a drama- 
i ballad groove and it will win 
deeja i ntion, 

Earl Holliman (Capitol): “WIL- 
LINGLY (Julian Stearns*) is a 
pleasing ballad that gets lots of 
help fron Holliman’s effective 


vot 


i WE FOUND LOVE” 
& Range’) is a light item but migh- 
in Holliman’s hands. 


tily appealing 


MeGuire Sisters (Coral): 


PR 
ent 
int 


OMISE” (‘Norman*) is a 


I that the 
o a lively spinning side. 


RIVER VALL 


arre 


pla 


Jimmie 


“Ss 


IV 


ic 


Ti 


HE'S GOT 


O ROBIC 


| rere 


Ivo Robi 


EY” 


(Hill | 


“COM- 


brisk 


McGuires develop 
“RED 


(Leeds*) nearly 


anges the o!ld oatuner 


A SUG: AR- 


Best Bets 


’s “Morgen” “Ss 
i is sure to repeat in the States because of its delightful melod- 


strain and despite its ! 
(Ross & Jungnickel*) is another German ballad but without “Mor- 
; viversal appeal. 


ik CHORDETTES.... 


for pop 


Driftwood (RCA Victor): 


Lip" 


idmore 


Germa 


* 


* . 








the tune’s teen appeal. “VANITY” 
Jefferson*) spotlights the croonet 
in a big ballad mood and he comes 
off well. 

Kripp Johnson (Mercury 


| 
“STILL I FORGIVE” (Vanderbilt* 


plays up a warm ballad mood with 
a vocal that has lots of appeal. ‘A 
DOOR THAT IS OPEN” (Eden 
is an effective ballad with an ap- 
propriate rocking touch. 

Margaret Whiting (Dot): “MY 
IDEAL” (Famous*) gets a delight- 
ful vocal rendering and a tasty) 
backing, making it a strong pro- 
gramming bet. “HALF AS MUCH” 
(Acuff-Rose?) is the plaintive hill- 
billy ballad back again for a stylish 
treatment. 

Bud & Travis (Liberty): “TRULY 
_ DBO" (Metric ) matches a good beat 








...++.. MORGEN 


ee pee . ....Ay, Ay, Ay Paloma 


+) is a ballad click in Germany 


n lyric. “Ay, Ay, Ay Paloma 


* 


boast leet eeipieie tare NO WHEELS 


YC are ee ee A Girl’s Work Is Never Done 

The Chordettes’ “No Wheels” (Meridiant) is a swinging item 
int hip talk-lyric groove that the kids will build into a big on: 
Jeff Kron and Jackie Ertel give it the added teenage appeal as- 


is a novelty 
f , too. 


CHICO HOLIDAY... 
(RCA Victor) 


he Chordettes. “A 


item 


Girl’s Work Is Never Done” (Porgie 
with a bright approach that gives it strong ta 


PLEASE DON’T TOUCH 


Na Ree ee rae Lonesome Stranger 


Ci » Holiday's “Please 


the pulse of th 

“Lonesome 

because of the way Holiday handles the western motif. 
- * 


EVERLY BROS. 
cas dy pins ales wal dial ter case aoa Oh What A Feeling 


t 1 th 


Cadence 


Everly Bros.’ ‘“(’Til 
1tural payoff platter for the bous who handle the bri 


at as > b 


THE CLOVERS.. 
(United Artists). . 
The Clove 


vocal class. “Oh 


h 


ut effective pac 


rs’ 


and an attractive 


Don't 


Stranger” 


y. 2 ae 


What 
e and 


“Love Potion No 


Touch” (B.F. Wood*) touches 


e market with a musical excitement that 


(Sequence*) will win lots of 


(TIL) I KISSED YO 


ssed You" (Acuff-Roset) is ¢ 


A Feeling” (Acuff-Roset) moves 
the Everlys make it mean son 
- 
Re eae ee ae LOVF POTION No. 
sites dulcis wdicetna lone .Stay Awhile 


9” (Quint ti ) ‘has a clever lyri 


beat tnat blends into a hot wax formula “Stay 


Awhile” (Quinteti) plays up a smooth rocking bect that makes 
an attractive item for the jukes 
* 7 
RES WU INI s 09 40 6 sia ec wigan ONE MORE SUNRISE 


(Columbi 


ere 


Se ree The Eyes of God 


Les ie Uggams’ “One ‘Moore Sunrise” (Sidmoret) is the Eng 
lish version of the German “Morgen” click and it’s a knockout 
; The E yes Of God” (Korwin*) is a sensitive religioso that gets 
good support from a strong delivery. 

- 7 . 
Ps Oe EE 54. oak aians dees eee eee --e OUR LOVE 

(Coed)....... pial . True hove Is Hard To Find 

The Rivieras’ “Our Love” "(Chappell* is an updating of the 
Larry Clinton standurd to fit the tempo of the times and it does 


JOE LEAHY ORCH 


- iene 


a way that the kids will eat up. “True Love Is Hard To Find” 
) has a snappy approach that wil! win over the juke 


(W neton 


l 


(Felsted) 


Joe Leahy Orch’s 


- 


* 


Sucveaeuee . OLD CAPE COD 
..++.+. On The Boulevard 


“Old ‘Cape Cod” (Geo. Pincus & Sons*) is a 


irming orch and chorus treatment of the Patti Page click, giving 
ther chance for payoff spinning run. “On The Boulevard” 
(Elektra*) has a sprightly Gallic gait that’s good for deejay pro 


ra ing. 








(Warden is 


tun 
alfalfa belt 
THE BATTL 


ANS Warde 


a fast-beat country 


“THE ANSWE 
E OF NEW C 
is a good piece 


nt} 


e that will go over big in the 


R TO 
YRLE- | 


ol folklore but it won't even come 
. se to “The Battle of New Or- 
t 

foni Arden (Decca): “YOUR 
TOUCH (Zodiac?) has a good 
ballad feel and Toni Arden gives 
li the substance that accounts for 
turntable time. “ONLY WITH 
YO Leeds*) is a breezy ballad 
that helps show off her dramatic 
styling | 

The Chantels (End): “GOODBYE 
TO LOVE” (Gil) hits a strong 
ballac d stride that the femme combo 


bu ilds into a bre akaway potential. 
" (Bourne 
group in 


a 
the 


Me CONFESSIN’ 


rocking 


vocal 


*) gets 
solid ! 


with a slick lyric handling that t! 
spinners will go for. “BONSOIRE 
DAME” (Metrict) peddles a pretty 
beat and a soft lyric attack for tast; 
programming material. 

Judy Seott (Top Rank): “LI! 
TIME” (Knollwood*) has a happy 
beat and lyric angle and the thrus! 
pitches it out in an infectio 
manner. “YOU BETTER DECIDE 
(Reist) is a frisky entry for some 
juke appreciation. 

Jeff Milner & The Embers: 
(Dale): “LET ME KNOW, LET MI 
KNOW, LET ME KNOW” (World 
& Sheraton*) gets its rockir 
punch from Jeff Milner’s vibrant 
vocal. “THERE IS NO GREATER 
LOVE” (isham Jones*) will get 
some return play because of 
rocking interpretation. 

Rory Randall (Luck): “SUMMER 


ewest Dot 



































and with such songs as “A Cottage song are all here to b 


‘Tll Never Smile Again and | ing is standout. 
“None But The Lonely Heart” fea- Pat & Shirley Boone: 
tured, it can’t miss Side” (Dot). This sampli 


Records Album 


“The Voices and Strings Of powerhouse packages in Decca’s American family will su 


’ 25th anni celebration and it rates tg its disk turntable. It 
LAW RENC E Ww ELK” | its slotting. A  two-pocket job,| Boone ann his wife Shirley 


(DLP No. 3200) }there’s plenty of room to demon-|round of easy-to-sing 

I ng Joe Feeney. Alice Lon strate Tubb’s excellent hillbilly | and they make a nice 
, Sisters, Glee Club, Maurice | styling. It’s a sure bet for the It's a clean-cut effort 
Pearson, Jim Roberts country market but the pop dee-| please a lot of people. 

— TTT avs Could go for it, too. Most im-| Call You Sweetheart.” 





TIME LOVE” 


easonal rocker that wil! attract 
summer play and attract attention 
to the new crooner. “IF” (Shapiro, 
3ernstein*) fits neatly into the 


rocking tempo 
for juke play 
Mel Albert 


(Sweeteent) is a that these are not old sides put!the World Go By” and 


there are 24 of 'em—is newly re-| peggy Lee-George 
corded and with the help of the | “peayty and the Beast.” 


that makes it good Owen Bradley orch, Tubb makes This set was recorded 


YOU CHANGED YOUR MIND” | forts of Johnny Cash, Johnny Hor- | across with an easy, inf 


some spins 


appreciation, 


“lonely mood” is a captivating one | “Door Of My Dreams” an 


them stand out Beach at the disk jockeys’ 
Johnny Cash: “Songs Of Our | annual convention and despite the 


(Apollo) _ BEFORE Soil” (Columbia). Through the ef- | rowdy surroundings it 


“Side By 


ng of “ 


Ernest Tubb: “The Ernest Tubb | getherness” makes for a pleasant 
Story” (Decca). This is one of the! disk offering that the 


job of 


that will 


“Let 


*“Driftin 
portant feature of the package is| and Dreaming,” “Let The Rest 
“Vaya Con 
into a new dressing. Each song—_| Dios” are some of the pleasantries. 
Shearing: 
(Capitol), 
in Miami 
second 


“HINKY DINKY" | become an important part of the|pro savvy of Peggy Lee, who's in 
Buna swings for proper juke pop market. Not only is Cash a top warbling form, and George 

topnotch delineator of the folk Shearing, whose keyboard assist 
The Franties (Dolton): “FOG- ballad but he composes ‘em as/ gives the whole package its fine 


CUTTER Cor 


in a swinging i 
that's good fc 
S} ning time 
PHIRE” (Corne 






a, instrumental sway that will Clock,” “The Great Speckle Bird’ |“Mambo in Miami” and 


nerstone’) cuts up well. Cash as composer-crooner | form. “I Lost My Sugar In Salt 
nstrumental groove gets excellent representation in! Lake City,” “All Too Soon” 
0 jock and juke|this set. Some of his own items | “If Dreams Come True” 

“BLACK SAP-/that will help attract interest to’ thrush plenty of room in which to 
stone’) shines with|the set are “My Grandfather's! move and such instrumentals as 
“Satin 
ng quintet 


keep the kids around the jukes. and “Hank and Joe and Me.” Doll” show off the Sheari 


*ASCAP. *BMI 


Julie Andrews-Giorgio Tozzi: at its best. Comments and intros by 


“Rose-Marie” (RCA Victor). This (Continued on page 63) 








VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 








Cenatiel hea Statistical Reports al Stiatiattin 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Coin Machines _ Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music 


as Published i in the Current Issue 














NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder {s 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Varrety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


nage prong TALENT 
Week Week ARTISTS AND LABEL TUNE 
1 1 PAUL ANKA (ABC-Par) ...............+. Lonely Boyt 
2 2 JOHNNY HORTON (Columbia)... Battle of New Orleanst 
3 3 CARL DOBKINS, JR. (Decca) My Heart Is An Open Bookt 
4 5 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ......... ... A Big Hunk O’Lovet 
5) DINAH WASHINGTON (Mercury) What Difference Day Makest 
6 4 STONEWALL JACKSON (Columbia) ...... Waterloot 
7 7 RE OE CALIRBTIE) oo cccceccasssevceces There Goes My Babyt 
8 8 SAMMY TURNER (Big Top) ..... Lavender Blue* 
9 6 RICKY NELSON (Imperial) .............. pee nog 
10 10 FABIAN (Chancellor) ..............ceec . Tiger? 
This Last TUNES 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 1  #LONELY BOY ............ Y, sicdtdeuin eden ..+. Spanka 
2 2 +BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS . eniesea haste cia eee one ae em .».. Warden 
3 3 +MY HEART IS AN OPEN BOOK ...... sO eeoersenccesscee .. Sequence 
- +}WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES ........... ....E, B. Marks 
5) 5 eB ree ere ere tienes SO 
6 : ‘had 2: Si ere Se ne eee ear ae mee Me ay . Cedarwood 
7 6 I SE GD ME oii ces ine ch onecawdseaddnaoncucual Jat-Prog 
8 7 PE bin hehe aon adhe HRS « Va Ud dadc eoesw eee sCasiasoees . Joy 
9 9 PUI en ciate een, SS Ab ee pee a . Roosevelt 
10 8 PRE Ps Oe UD COED 65 an 6 occ oc arncence'sdavccventancens Joy 
* ASCAP + BMI F-Film 








d the title 
e enjoyed 
For Sale,” “I Can't Get Started,” | again. Lehman Engel's orch back- 


average 
rely bring 
puts Pat 
on a 
standards 


comes 
eaan?) fenntien bright beat f ormal air. 
una banks on & bright beat for ton and others, the folk ballad has Credit, of course, belongs to the 


and 
give the 
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NLRB Studying AFM’s Petition For  * 


Election Upsetting MGA on Coast 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
National Labor Relations Board 
is faced with a decision on whether 


gaining election, according to un- 
ion, is that it feels that the ma- 
jority of musicians working in the 


the American Federation of Mu- | major lots are loyal to the Feder- 
sicians, AFL-CIO, which has filed | ation and would cast ballots in fa- 
with Government agency for an_ vor of the AFM. 

election to certify union as the Commenting on AFM’s petition 


collective bargaining rep for toot- 
ers in major studios, is within its 
grounds in filing this petition 
Move by the AFM is latest in its 
cold war with the Musicians 
Guild of America, which last July 
was certified by the NLRB as bar- 


to the NLRB, AFM prexy Herman 
D. Kenin in N. Y. stated: “The 
election will settle, by democratic 
processes, the problems created 


in its sweetheart contract with the 
major studios which have been a 


by the Musicians Guild of America | 


Satchmo-Dukes’ AF Disks 


Louis Armstrong and the Dukes 
Dixieland are teaming up on 
disks for Audio Fidelity. The re- | 


cording sessions, under the direc- | 
will | 


tion of AF prexy Sidney Frey, 
wind up in Chicago today (Wed.) 
after a Monday (3) start 

The album is scheduled for win- 
ter release. 





Roulette’s New Quarters 
In N.Y., Ist Longhair Line 
And Aug.-Sept. Releases 


Roulette Records is swinging into 


a fall program with an expansion | 


move that includes new headquar- 
ters and the launching of its first 
classical line. 

The classical division will be 
known as Forum Records. All the 


gaining agent in this category, af- | threat to all musicians everywhere. 

ter winning an election over the | There js no question how the mu- 

AFM, for a new contract signed | cicjans will decide—all they seek |- 
with majors last Sept. 3. Under is the opportunity to cast thelr 

the latest NLRB decision, there is} snot. This solution will produce 

a bar to any new representation " 


a united family of musicians again 


act F ast tw -ars ; “4 
election for at least two years and end the bickering, disharmony 


New AFM petition, filed only 4 2nd trouble-making created by a 
few hours after anniversary of the dual union.” 
original NLRB certification of the Cecil Read, who heads rival 
Guild, contended that under the yGa_ termed AFM’s action in fil- 
Guild contract an employer may ing its petition as “premature,” 
yay dues for a musician to the|,nq stressed the new two-vear 
IGA Inc. without tooter actually . 


joining Guild. The Federal law, |) "> Wut 
it was pointed out, prohibits this 
type of payment by an employer to 
a union on behalf of his employee 





Kingston Trio, Mulligan 
Set Ravinia Fest Mark 


Although Guild's pact with the | 
majors still has more than one | Chicago, Aug. 4. 
year to run, AFM maintained that Combination of the Kingston Trio 
this contract could not serve as a and Gerry Mulligan Quartet set 


a new attendance mark for the al 
|fresco Ravinia Festival 10 days 


bar to the ejection because it “does 
not conform to union security lim- 


, 10th 


Forum albums have been recorded. | 


The Forum monaurals will be sold 
at a suggested list price of $1.98 
‘with the stereo going at $2.98. 

On the h.q. level, the diskery is 
glanning a move from its current 
Ave. base to Broadway and 
50th St. where it has bought the 


corner building. According to Mor- | 
new home | 


ris Levy, prez, Roulette’s 


will contain its own engineering 


department and recording facili- 
ties. 
At its recent third annual dis- 


tributors meeting, held in New 

York, Roulette laid out its August- 

September program under the ban 

ner of “New Horizons in Sound and 

Sales” and is a aimed at 
(0) 





Fred Astaire Steps to Kapp; Victor 
Gets Della Reese; Other Artists Deals 


TOPS PACTS KATE 
FOR THREE ALBUMS‘: 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Kate Smith has been signed by | Kapp’s plans for the set include 
Carl Doshay to record three al-| backing Astaire with a big orch 
bums for his Tops Records. Two and chorus. He'll cut mostly tunes 





Fred Astaire will get back into 
the recording groove via Kapp Re- 
cords. Dave Kapp, diskery’s topper, 
will leave for the Coast this week 
to set up recording sessions for 

Astaire’s first album under the 
Kapp banner. 


ef the LPs have already been associated with Astaire’s longtime 
waxed, and the third, a Christmas | C?eer in show biz. Kapp also is 
; eyeing the package for a tie-in 


package, will be cut this week. ; with Astaire’s upcoming tv special 


Miss Smith throughout the years | slated for the first week in Novem- 
has recorded for several major | ber. A single disk release may also 
|labels, last of which was for RCA| be used for the tv tie. 

Victor last year. Her LPs will be | 
saturated in Tops regular outlets} 
(supermarkets, etc.) as well as re- | 
tail stores for the price of $1.49. 





RCA Victor: Della Reese 
Della Reese will now record for 
RCA Victor. Singer, who had been 
under the Jubilee banner, will 
| work exclusively under Hugo 
| (Peretti) & Luigi (Creatore), indie 
| producers for the Victor label. 
Hugo & Luigi are readying Miss 
Reese's first release for the end of 
| August or early September. She'll 
record her first album in mid- 
autumn, 








Memph Peabody Pacts 
Orchs for Grid Span | 


| Memphis, Aug. 4. 
Joe Kallaher, skipper of plush 
Hotel Peabodys Skyway and 
Plantation Roof, has lined up an 
array of bands for the next three 
months with heavy emphasis on the 


| coming college grid season. , 

| Teddy Phillips is currently sit-| #PPegring im the tile oor has 
ting down with Chuck Foster inked | been inked to the Columbia label. 
from Aug. 11 through Sept. 5, fol- | Her first time on disks was in the 
lowed by Paul Neighbors and his| original cast album of “Gypsy,” 
crew Sept. 7. Russ Carlyle moves! also recorded by Columbia ; 
|in for two weeks on Sept. 21, with} Pam Garner. who recently exited 


Columbia: Sandra Church 
Sandra Church, who's currently 



















































































































































































itations” as provided in the Na- ago when 14,142 showed up building up the newly formed Rou- }Don Glasser skedded a Oct. 5| Coral after a year, has also joined 
tional Labor Relations Act. Previous high, also set by a pops _ lette Dealers Record Club. The | opening and Teddy Phillips for an} Columbia. Mitch Miller, pop a&r 
Another reason union has made | program, was in 1956 when Louis plan works as the first bonus for | encore on Oct. 19 for another two- dept. head who inked chirp, will 
pitch to the NLRB for a new bar- Armstrong lured 12,585. (Continued on page 62) ‘week stand. | supervise all her disk sessions to 
ae ~ EEE. a ail antematat aes ‘ ——- ea acca __.. | Start after she winds her current 
two-week stand at Lake Tahoe, 
Ney 
RETAIL ALBUM BEST SELLERS Reuse: Don, Rend 
Don Rondo will make his debut 
as a Roulette artist in September. 
| | | ms a | = T | Singer had previously etched for 
iz | £ | 3S | 1S 2 | the Jubilee label. Joe Reisman, 
| ec @ - = |\n! _ —loe. | Roulette’s artists & repertoire 
lim | zc = & | c - io © c | chief, will cut Rondo for the singles 
VARIETY lo jo . | . le| {s] é| ip iS} z 3 | and album fields, 
Survey of retail album best - S si-ie - | . sic < = s'isisis - a 
sellers based on reports from lead- - 2\e —l|m>iIiPisielelizviszli-i2's E | 2 2 } 20th-Fox: Johnny Bond 
ing stores and showing comparative Eh. - i/o = = Siszi<¢€ieisisigs £ oY ae ea oe 1 Johnny Bond, country & western 
ratings for this week and last Sitialsi siz 2 & Sie Zi sei ig an 1S} SI] gq By artist, has joined the 20th-Fox 
lelglialSlsle|/=!1yja | e £€ a,<,/$,</|7)|2/ 5) 7 |) tester. Bond, who previously re- 
colel? l|i/2i8ivle | J aie ] 7 ] Sie |= S| corded under the Columbia ban- 
si|2] pS | iiigie 1S | 4 i> = eai\einifisi £| p ner, will bow on 20th with “The 
si>-isgigalialjTiniBizi. lisisizs iis ¥ ~ Long Tali Shadow” and “Gold 
National 11 it} 2] 3 | ,"ilrTrieisiaiaz 2/6 gy } oO Rush.” He's currently appearing in 
— }ele|eis 1S i | | \eitigigisis z eieis|! the syndicated tv’er “Ranch Party” 
Rating Sifleziztialalizisie/&i a) se sig is imibisin . = . pel 
This Last 3 | 5 | 3 | = isis a le ei#vif&i\g s ie'Zieleiz | T = has his own tv show, “Town 
i. 4 > = | } - Poy an - an ; = g had 7 »@’ 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title SSIS lELEIS lela lslSieaigigiziéisgleislsfierve™” “ % * Anse 
“KINGSTON TRIO iC apitol) . 
1 1 _ At Large \T 1199) 2.6.8 8 S&RE SSA AS 1 143 UAR: The Astentels 
———_jOHNNY MATRIS (Columbia) enn ———__—_— The Axidentals are the latest ad- 
. 2 : (Columbia ditions to the United Artists Re- 
2 3 More Great Hits, (CL 1344) S ... 2. 2 9: Sve 4 5 3 3 5 2 921) cords roster. Their first album will 
MARTIN DENNY (Liberty) be released in the fail and will in- 
3 2 Exotica, Vo!. I (LRP 3034) : £2 a eee, 5 1 4 70 || clude material from their standard 
; “SHELLY BERMAN Verne) cata empncemnsiiies aoe: cement aaa leer acme meme aes aia ai repertoire as well as originals 
4 6 Inside Shelley Berman (MGV 15003) 5 9 4 _ 3 6 2 2 3 624) Mritten by members of the group, 
neni neem 2 <n cided NE A Eee eee. ee ee ES A ee _ | The group, comprising three men 
HENRY MANCINI (| Victor) and a girl, have appeared at New 
5 4 Peter Gunn (LPM 1956) ~ 7 4 5 ~ ~ : 6 53 [| York’s Copacabana and Blue 
MARTIN DENNY (Liberty) — | Angel. 
6 Quiet Village (LRP 3122) 6 2 4 8 + 6 36 — 
HENRY MANCINI (Victor) | Columbia: Lambert, Hendricks 
7 7 More Peter Gunn (LPM 2040) 5 2 6 Ba- 10 10 354) & Ross 
<a SOUTH PACIFIC (Victor) ee ee ee ea = The jazz vocal combo of Dave 
8 5 Soundtrack ‘LOC 1933) 10 10 ‘ 3 2 . 4. 9 9 319) Lambert, Jon Henericts & Annie 
———_—_—_._— - —————— —_—__—_ . _ — $$ Ross has been tapped by Columbia 
KINGSTON TRIO (Capitol) | Records. Group has been released 
9A 12 The Hungry i‘T 1107) , , 1 10 g 7 q 5 ‘ 28 I} on wax in the past year by World 
PREVIN/ROSE (MGM) | Pacific, Roulette and ABC-Para- 
9B 8 Songs for Young Lovers (E 3716) s 7 8 2 5 28 || mount 
——PORGY & BESS (Columbia) ; ’ 
9C 14 Soundtrack (OL 5410) wm Re 5 9 28 || Urania: Pageants, Kirk 
GIGI (MGM) _ 4 ~~ Il pep canbe, gad ‘covener Punt Kit 
combo, and crooner Paul Kir 
12 11 Soundtrack (E 3641) 5 2 9 8 —. Sw ._-+_:- 23 | have joined the Urania label. Both 
BELAFONTE/HORNE | (Victor) }are recording singles this week. 
13. 10 #£=Pergy & Bess ‘(LOP 1507) 3. C6 4 10 “a: ae | The Pageants will bow with “Vic- 
= “> ae SUNSET STRIP | WB) -— _ i | kie Lee” and “Saturday Romance” 
14 TV Soundtrack (W 1289) 4 7 2 20 | walle -_* anny ny to 
~ _ GYPSY (Columbia) ~ voninetheeie--ortiananes a 
15 9 Original Cast (BL 5420)......... 4 . 2 6 ' —— 
ARMSTRONG & FITZGERALD (Verve) Be - + -— 4--7~ ae | 4 
16A 16 Porgy & Bess (MG 4001) 1 8 10 16 : Ang h ee whe 
a a - Be tc oe ie iia ,to a term pact with Roulette Re- 
ARTHUR LYMAN (Hi-Fi) ;}cords. His first album is seched- 
. 2. eS! Ff aE 5 Q 6 ee . 16 §) uled for release in October. Fred- 
ee — sf ericks is under personal manage- 
18A 18 More Fabuleus 50’s (KL 1130) 7 8 10 4 15 || ment to Sidney Mills. . 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) 
18B 17 Look te Your Heart (W 1160)........ 2 5 ” 15 - ee Danny ~~ - 
~ = cantina Et tenia anny Staton, singer from Mon- 
- ne pty ong gry Ff (Victor? 8 3 8 14 4) ‘real, has been set for the Feisted 
_VOr. BALM « a es _** fi label by Dick Blase, diskery’s 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) | manager. He'll make his .bow in 
21 19 Folk Song With Mitch (GL 1316). 8 6 6 13 || late August. 
~ KINGSTON TRIO (C apitol) 
22 Kingston Trio (T 996)............... 3 7 12 _Pickwick: Ursalina, Cameos 
‘ FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) ; at? Leslie, prexy of Pickwick 
23. 21 Come Dance With Me (W 1069) 6 10 7 0 ee a 
a es tn I on sign, Stereo Spectrum, Cricket 
MANTOVANI (London) and Off-Broadway labels, inked 
24 Film Encores, Vol. I "Sear 10 4 8 Ursalina, a teenage pianist, and the 
PAT BOONE (Dot) | Cameos, a five-man vocal group. 
ee ee ee eee 10 8 6 —— first records are due this 
| week, 
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PAUL ANKA LLOYD PRICE ANNETTE 
DUANE EDDY LA VERN BAKER THE COASTERS 
THE DRIFTERS THE SKYLINERS BOBBY RYDELL 
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M M U | 
A | 
i { Ps 
SKS OV | S. 4 | & 5 2 lo/l> 
5 s| | la] | |8ls/4l2 g _|3|6 
| _— VARIETY ‘| lels| 18) |elelBisial |Z} |e) 2/ 3] 
Juketox onster ARIETY e] |3/8/_l81./ 813i sigisiiie] (gle. 
Survey of retail disk best Si3/s\E/3 eisigis£i$ixieis ¢ | ab eee cie 
co City, July 28 sellers based on reports ob- iS) Siu. | ai >| al eI iS Si Si sisi si4ialdls isis oO 
‘ of the Mexican Musi- tained from leading stores in >(Ssi a] 2 9/819 Sliealt| & steieintaints | & | 7 
cians Union, meeting in extraordi- 19 cities and showing com o/e/Si/si/5 (Sle lOlslieie! 8] e] A\< 6/9} si a /A 
Mary s Nuevo Laredo last parative sales rating for this je/2\/0)/% Aa ie e v a) eis | &. | 7 |S “ | > E 
ee! n official protes and last week. Vigiegi il iy | Sis rr lel;esilal 4 lijegicie 
sone, Haas seat se cone ioe le (elgg lalei ela Liqie lelala 2) didia/s 
asking f fficial regulation National a 7 | | | 4 =—_ | Mi Ti 7 8 | s 4 I } I 2 | & s) | & 3 | | 
of jukebo centres of popu- ; : he 5 b § | 3 : 4 | S1|als a weizisiéez | 5 z| S . 
le sag ae Rating HIS SIZiISieigl aie! § sisi Sif sii Zisin 
a ion 3 g the seeded Con- | This Last Bisi|s e\a is =!iagis = = = Slieisisala| salt 
tention sinfonolas' as . . =) = ~ r-| = | Ss = 2 elic % c = © | 
ne S inde uae ees _wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title a zis it iBiIE|EZIEI 4 giSleibia Sie 2£ 3 =i als 
placing ns by at least 50% iyi ae —.—-e es = z is 
ir 7 ant ; night ot Be oa Poot PAU L ANKA (ABC-Par) 
entertsin nt centres 1 mie Lonely Boy . ‘ 2 1 _ 1 22 z= ae. 7 6 eee 6 68 ‘ 3 os 6 6 98 
The N Laredo convention, CARL DOBKINS, IR. Des m 
attended by 27 sections of the | 2.2 My Heart Is Am Open Book es ff 2 5 1 4 4 5 77 
union, included only musicians JOHNNY HORTON (Columbia 
from the s s of Sonora, Chihua- 3 3. + Battle of New Orleans 1 2 3 7 1 1 2 1 3 _-- 68 
hua, Nuevo Leon, Tamaulipas, a ~ DINAH WASHINGTON (Mercu! = ne i et aie - 
Sinaloa, Durango, Zcatecas and San 4 10 What a Difference a Day Makes 3 4 6 5 8 5 Py 4 4 , 1 6 64 
; Of Ns a —_—— ——— _ _ a = ——EEe — ———— —— 
Luis Poto Sh DRIFTERS (Atlantic) 
According ‘to musicians, they 5 5 There Goes My Baby 8 4 ‘ 4 3 2 9 5 2 2 « 60 
—_ 2s corner a enacted which || ——— ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) = ” iia tania ———— = a = 
will permit juke datacttie to function 6 4 Big Hunk of Love 7 i) 3 oF. . 4 9 1 > 8 5 8 7 55 
only to 10 p.m. in areas where the $$$ — _ —_— — ——_——_____ —- —— Eo ~- 
unemployment problem is acute. STONEWALL JACKSON (Columbia) - : 
This would oblige’ owners of a 6 __ Waterloo . Road et = ‘. 3 “e283 rem 3 Lot, |, ee Lee ee 5 e 1 + AE Soe 45 
night clubs, etc., to use live music. CONNIE FRANCIS: (MGM 
According to Francisco Montes,|{ 8 8 Lipstick on Your Collar............-....5 3 5 _-. +s ee 2 2.7 ree ee 
press secretary of the union, who FABIAN (Chanceller) 
personally will plead the cause of 9 12 Tiger .............. 8 ‘ 3 98 9 : 10 S. ®. ae .. 30 
musicians before authorities, there ~~ SAMMY TU ‘RNER Bi (Big “Top ie ee ee eS ee ae i s - 
ave “other —— in — if fio 7 Lavender Blue 10 1 5 7 ; 9 5 ie ae 
the government fails them e re- - = - — - na ee ee ee ee ee 
’ ~ LLOYD PRICE (ABC-Pa: 
fused to amplify just what meas- 95 
ures to combat the inroads of the || L!A_19___ Personality ae 6 .. 10 .. .. 10-3 es 9 __.- 25 
“mechanical musical monsters” ~~ RAY CHARLES (Atlantis - 
have been approved by the assem- J 11B 16 What I'd Say sss 7 Te) oe ae 3 oe See 
b'y. But he said they will be “effec- FALCONS (Unart) = 
tive” and will go into force if fed- ][11C 10B Yow’re So Fine 7 ae eee ice apes ss 9 os SD 
eral ears fail to heed the plea of se RICKY NELSON (imperial - oe ——— —- mie: 
distre: sed 8 usicians 14 Just a Little Too Much . ~~ 2 7 Se 6 SS ae 
Bizio; Elfen Van Valen DUANE EDDY (Jamie w ‘ 
Thrush Ellen Van Valen has [1/5 13 40 Miles of Bad Road = ees a ee --_10 = 3 _- 4.2 
joined the Bigtop label. First sides 4 NINA SIMONE (Bethiehe 
are “I Wish I Didn’t Love You So”|716 13 Porgy ......---s.:0--:-see-seeeee steers oe F. a. ee Le - = Sep, ee 18 
and “I Really Don’t Want to Know.” || ——~—— RJ GCKY NELSON ( Shiecs ialb—t—=~S — 
174 9 Sweeter Than You_ saescessses os 05 es so oo 10 cia 3... .. 4 16 
- - MYSTICS (Laurie 
17B_.. _Hushabye enesessceere@ os se se me 3 eee, Sere ee ee ee 9 16 
— KINGSTON TRIO (Capito } 
194 18 M.T.A. ... 10. -_ ae eee See _15 
~~ JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia : 
19B 20 Small World... ee. See ee ee: A ee ee _15 
j JAYE p ‘ ~—MEGATRONS (Acousticon 
. 21 Velvet Waters _ : 3 ae <= _ __3¢ 
MOR A ia PHIL PHILLIPS (Mercur x 
|] 224 Sea of Love... 1 e = teste 
2 ae SKYLINERS (Calico A 
Sings 228 This I Swear..... oes spe 35 56 se ST Me ee a _: _ 12 
«ELVIS PRESLEY (Vicio: - 
SOMEBODY i] 2c My Wish Came True a tastind Tern 12 
j JERRY KELLER (Kapp 
ELSE is 22D Here Comes Summer 8 2 12 
nome — dealer has made by signing a sales , change program.on 33 of its alltime|a date. If a chorus of singers is 
T | : certificate to this effect. The distrib | bestselling LPs. This will run for! used, the cost is usually doubled. 
Roulette sends Roulette this signed certifi-| the balance of the year. Promo-| Another factor that keeps costs 
cate and Roulette sends the dealer | tional and merchandising aids for; down, Law explains, is that ar- 
MY PLACE Continued from page 59 Smee «direct his alt cash rebate. New | the program involve heavy con-| rangements are never made up 
| : lub members will still receive |sumer ad spreads, special catalogs, | for the session. The musicians on 
| those dealers who have joined the ini itial cain offer of a shot | direct mail sheets, window stream-} the date usually have never heard 
ty club and is a new incentive to those at t Roulette catalog at $1.40 for | ers, album display easels and acon-| the song before they get to the 
= ———— | | dealers who join within the next ral LPs and $1.90 for stereo | test for distrib salesmen and deal-| recording studio, but they learn it 
™ | two months. Diskery is offering all addition to the 10 cash rebate | ers, top prize being a foreign car. in between 20 and 30 minutes. 
current dealer members and those ontive | This gives the session a feeling of 


joining a 10% cash rebate on their 
album purchases for September 
The dealers’ LP purchases include 
_—_-|product from Roulette as well as 
its subsid divisions, Tico, CoStar, 
Roost and the new Forum line. 
To qualify for the 10% cash 
rebate, the dealer member sends in 
recap of his total album pur- 











FOLKWAYS “RECORDS SC 
WORLD'S LEADER IN AUTHENTIC 
FOLK MUSIC 


NEW HIGH FIDELITY RELEASES 
EVERY ONTH 


Write for ete catalog of 400 a 

MER cor .  apemresaetaes chases for the month along with 

JAZZ, SCIENCE, INSTRUCTIONAL, copies of his invoices to the Rou- 
wave tease ona lette distributor. The distrib veri- 


Fol KWAYS RECORDS * + cor — 
117 West 46th st 








| fies the summary of purchases the 











EPP CTC S TCT CECT CTC CCC TTC TTC CTT 


MAYNARD FERGUSON 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


FIFTEENTH RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
Starting August 6 


BIRDLAND, New York 


ROULETTE RECORDS 





Booked Exclusively by 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
202 N. Wabash Ave. 407 Lincoin Rd. 
Chicago, fil. Miami Beach, Fla. 
CEntral 6-9451 JEfferson 8-0383 


TS SETECTCCLC LCL 
OR a te 


8619 Sunset Bivd 
H’‘wood 46, Calif 
OLympia 2-9940 


745 Fifth Ave 
New York 22, N.Y 
PLaza 9-4600 





The seven LPs in Roulette’s Au- 
gust release featrue Tyree Glenn 
lurk Murphy, Ronnie Hawkins, Hal 
McIntyre orch, Jimmie Rodgers, 
Reisman and the Count Basie 


“ 


oe 





or Tico has an album by The 
Trio Los Bandidos, and Roost has 
sets by the Eddie Bonnemere Trio 
and the Johnny Smith Trio. All the 
pm kages will be available in 
naural and stereo. ‘The Forum 
line will be launched with nine 
packages for August. 
=e, Continued from page 57 jae 
“Slow and Easy” with Jaye P. Mor- 
gan: “David Rose Plays David 
Rose’ Joni Swings Sweet” with 
Joni James; “Supersonic Guitars” 
A Billy Mure; “Let’s Start All 
Over Again” with Clyde McPhat- 
ter; “For Young Lovers” with Tom- 
my Edwards; “My Thanks To You” 
vith Connie Francis; “This Is Jim- 
Newman”; “Harry James & His 
Swingin’ Band,” and “I'm In The 
Mood For Strings” with Ray Ellis 


The Metrojazz label has one set by 
Mitchells with Andre Pevin 


while the Cub label is offering one 
y the Impalas and another by the 
Banjo Band under Bob Dom- 
All will be available in mon- 

ri | ereo 
litional dealer incen 
MGM is offering a 100° ex 











C&W 


Continued from page 57 





———— ——— 
to do with spreading country} 
music. “The northern boys went 


the second World War had a lot 


south and were exposed to it,” he| 


said, “and the southern boys went 
north and brought it with them.” 


The sincerity angle, he points | 


is an important factor in the 
country music. Tin Pan 
he added, haven't 
country music, 


out, 
success of 
Alley writers 
grown up with 
therefore they don’t feel it and 
can’t write it. It has to be authen- 
tic country to be successful in the 
hillbilly or country market. “If 
you try to record or write for both 
the country and pop fields, you 
fall right into the middle with a 
dud,” he said, 

Law, who lives in Westport, 
Conn., does most of his recording | 
in Nashville and Dallas, to be close 
to the source of the talent and the 
material. 


The country & western division, | 


says Law, is probably the most 
profitable for the record company 
because of the comparatively low 
cost of the disk production. An 
average c&w recording session can 
be carried off for about $450 since 
there are only five or six men on 


; spontaneity that comes over on 


| the disk. 








A 1959 SAN REMO 
MUSIC FESTIVAL PRIZE WINNER 


CIAO, CIAO 


BAMBINA 


(Chiow, Chiow, Bambeena) 


LEO FEIST, INC. 





Pe. J.'s are flipping over... 
Rey . 
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MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
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| ‘On Location’ Lure 
Nassau, Bahamas, Aug. 4 : 
On The Upbeat Paling sk dtibatrs nt Album Reviews 
| the right frame of mind to fill 
| their sales quotas is now not — Continued from page 58 — 
only a matter of dollars and | 
New York his Frisco club, On the Levee, dur-| cents but of locale as well, | Miss Lee and Sheering help add “Birth Of The Blues” and “One 
. ing his absence . . . Ray Charles For the past couple of years }to the breezy infor: ality of the! For My Baby” give an idea of the 
Leonard Feather acting as New headed an r&b show in Oakland a ae base | package. mood he's in 
, : : in Oaklanc the major disk labels have P & 
York liaison for the jazz film which | Auditorium . . . Cal Tjader’s ex- | been staging their conventions |,.Herb Geller & All Stars:| Pete Rugolo Orch: “The Music 
Joachim-Ernst Berendt, German | pected to bring Paul Horn from | oon es = Jons | “Gypsy” (Atco). The Jule Styne-| From Richard Diamond” (Mer- 
jazz authority, is preparing under|[Los Angeles and Jose (Chombo)| ®t, Various scenic spots, from Stephen Sondheim score fits into cury). Henry Mancini started some- 


the auspices of the State Dept. for 
German tv .. . Seeco Records has 
arranged a joint promotion with 
Dairy Service Corp. using the Jose 
Melis “Tonight” LP as a premium 
for the sale of Dairy Sweet, Dairy 
Grove and Sealtest Frozen Orange 


Juice . Terri Stevens, Felsted 
disker, guests on Dick Clark’s 
ABC-TV show Aug. 13... Crooner 


Frank Simone now being managed 
by Sid Ascher . Sylvia Syms 
opened at the Living Room Mon- 
day : 

Huey 
touring the West Indies this month 

Octave Music is issuing a 
sample cut of Johnny Mathis’ ver- 
sion of “Misty” by Errol] Garner. 
Flip side will be Garner’s own ver- 
sion with orchestra. The Mathis 
slice is culled from his new Colum- 
bia album. 

Harold Friedman Associates has 
been retained by Top Rank Rec- 
ords and Hornet Records for na- 
tional disk jockey promotion ; 
Della Reese opens at the Regal 
Theatre, Chicago, Friday (7). . 
Monty Babson into the new Broad- 
way Lounge, Newark, for two 
weeks beginning Saturday (8)... 
Ramona Toney is the new vocalist 
with the Warren Covington orch 

Anita Bryant and Jack Scott 
signed for Dick Clark’s Hollywood 
Bowl show Aug. 30. 

Chico Hamilton 

corded for Sesac’s 
. Duke Ellington at Kutsher'’s, 


Quintet re- 


P. Smith & His Clowns 


program service | 


Monticello, for a concert Aug. 24, 


. Kai Winding Septet follows 
current Sutherland Hotel, Chicago, 


engagement with a week at the) 


Rooster Tail, Detroit, beginning 
Aug. 10... Gene Krupa Quartet 
_ into Baker's Keyboard 
ounge, Detroit, 
ginning Aug. 24.. 
son named general manager of 
Viscount Records, a subsid of 
Robert Howard Productions. 
Champ Butler’s “Oh, Looka There 
Ain't She Pretty” 
Be Love” is Viscount’s first release 
. Eddy Manson scheduled for 
concerts in London and Paris. . 
Irving Gross, concert pianist, re- 
turned to the Cafe Grinzing yester- 
day ‘Tues.) .. . George Shearing 
uest solos with the Honolulu 
Symph Friday (7). 
Roulette’ s exec veepee vacationing» 
in Hawaii. 


San Francisco 

Meyer Neft 
Frisco nitery, Moulin Rouge, with 
a bill consisting of Kitty Cole 
Quartet, Lee Arnoux, Caro 


for a week be-| 
. Stan Richard- | 


and “This Can't | 


. Joe Kolsky, | 


| 


opened his new | 


King, | 


Tommy Conine Trio, Fran O’Brien | 


native Johnny 

ooked for Sept. 10 through 13 at 

California State Fair in Sacra- 
mento, along with Connie Francis | 
and Everly Bros. . . . Negotiations | 
underway to bring Count Basie’s 
band into Longshoremen’s Hall | 
four days this morth . 
Europe with Kid Ory’s all-star | 
band in September probably will | 
be Henry (Red) Allen, Alton Redd | 


nd Maynard Meyer orch,... 
Frisco 


and Edmond Hall—Ory will close 
a 


JIMMY BOWEN 


Sings 


WALKIN’ 


ON AIR 


Roulette Records 


5 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORPORATION 


NE 


BE! MIR BIST 
DU SCHON 


MEELY SMITH-LOU!S PRIMA-DOT 


= 1 ONLY HAVE 
EYES FOR YOU 


% THE FLAMINGOS - GONE 





PACE-SETTERS 
FROM MPHC 











Mathis | 


. Going to | 





Silva from N.Y. during his Black- | 
haw run... Wally Rese took over 
the piano at the Red Raven... 
Lou Gottlieb’s new trio, The Lime- 
liters, went into the lowercase hun- | 
gry i. 





Hollywood 


RCA’s Eddy Arnold in town for 
week to tape a “Chevy Show” with | 


Roy Rogers and to plug his latest | 
disk, “Tennessee Stud,” prior to} 
returning to Nashville . . . Glen} 
Hall Records, an eastern label, 


taped Jack Carson’s opening show 
at the Mapes Hotel in Reno last 
week .. . George Jay has given up 
his ties with Era but will continue 
promoting with the diskery’s for-| 
mer sister company, Dore . | 
Kingston Trio took off on a month’s 
vacash to Hawaii . . . RCA Victor | 
Coast chief Bob Yorke in Gotham 
for a week on biz . . Richard 
Conte is taking vocal lessons with | 
}a possible disk pact in mind, 


Pittsburgh 

Dayton Selby Trio into Hurri- 
cane Bar ... Vivian Green set for | 
Tender Trap in new cocktailery's 
first attempt at the 20% charge. 
Musicians now at the New Arena | 
lounge are Howdy Baum, Ronnie | 
Sarazen, Chuck Maurice § and 
Mickey Greco. 


Miami Beach to Las Vegas, at 
a steadily growing expense to 
match the general growth of 
the disk industry. 

Now MGM Records has set 
the precedent of holding its 
distrib powwow outside the 
country when it picked up a 
three-day tab for its 32 whole- 
salers at the British Colonial 
Hotel in Nassau, Bahamas. 
Apparently, the setting of 
palm trees swaying in the tropi- 
cal breezes to the rhythms of 
calypso and the tinkle of iced 
drinks had an appropriately 
warm reception. After the first 
day of the meet, MGM wrote 
over $1,000,000 of business de- 
spite the fact that not all the 
distribs were as yet canvassed. 
“Next year, it could be Paris,” 
cracked MGM prexy Arnold 
Maxin. 











Meggs P.R. Aide at Cap 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Capitol Records has appointed 
Brown Meggs to the newly-created 
| post of staff assistant for publie 
relations, 

Meggs, who will work under Wil- 
|liam B. Tallent, national merchan- 
dising administrator, joined Cap 
last September as merchandising 


‘ program producer. 


| the jazz groove, espevially the way 
| Herb Geller sets it up. There's 
|humor, inventiveness and an ap- 
|preciative savvy of the maierial 
that goes into his work that gives 
the set its appeal. Rounded up for 
| the date were Billy Taylor | (piano), 
Thad Jones (trumpet), 
drums) and Scott LeFaro (bass). 
Geller’s sax leads the way but he 
gives his boys plenty of time to 
speak their piece. Barbara Long 
creates some inieresting effects 
with her vocals on “Everything’s 
Coming Up Roses “Together” 
and “Small World.” 

| The Newport Youth Band: 
Coral). For a bunch of highschool 
kids, the Newport Youth Band 
knows how to blow up a modern 
jazz sound that’s interesting and 


|} exciting. Under the direction of | 


| Marshall Brown, the orch gives 
be shape to “Let's Fall In Love,” 
‘Come Rain or Come _ Shine,” 
“Pennies From Heaven” and a 
flock of newies that may get to 
mean something after repeat play. 
| Earl Grant: 
Blues” (Decca). There's a 
talent wrapped up in Earl Grant 
who doubles as singer-instrumen- 
talist (piano and organ). For this 
package he confines his styling to 
the blues mood but it never be- 
comes too much of a good thing 


because he brings a definitive ap-| 


“Blues In 


} proach to each effort. 
Blues,” 


The Night,” “St. Louis 


Elvin Jones | 


“Nothin’ But The. 
let of} 


thing with “Peter Gunn” and Pete 
Rugolo cauld continue to carry the 
ball with his music for the “Rich- 
ard “Diamond” tv series. The Ru- 
golo themes are varied and stimu- 
lating and they hold up without 
the benefit of the tv screen crutch, 

Buddy Cole: “Powerhouse” 
Warner Bros.). There’s something 
about the organ sound that’s vig- 
orous and vibrating And when 
Buddy Cole gets at it “Power- 
house” is no misnomer. The sound 
is big and strong but he doesn't 
give up taste for power. “The Lady 
Is A Tramp,” “I’m Beginning To 
See The Light,” “Will You Still Be 
Mine,” “Riding High” and “Geor- 
gia On My Mind” show that the 
organ, jazz and Cole are in perfect 
harmony. 

Dick Jacobs Orch: “The Broad- 
way Song Book, Vol. 1” (Coral). 
Here’s one for the showtune crowd. 
For his first “Showgoer’s Almanac” 
Dick Jacobs has taken medleys 
from “George White's Scandals of 
1931,” “The Cat and The Fiddle,” 
“Music In The Air,” “Roberta,” 
“Babes In Arms.” “The Boys From 
Syracues” “Oklahoma!” “Carou- 
sel,” “South Pacific,” “The King 
and I,” “Can-Can” and “Flower 
Drum Song” and put them to- 
ether with a bounce and an en- 
aanent that smack of Shubert 
Alley. Interspersed among the 
handsome instrumentals are some 


‘attractive vocals by Stuart Foster. 





ete 























attention 


write today... 


Producers, 


Night Club Owners, 


Performers of 
special-material 


who are looking for a talented 


NEW SONGWRITING TEAM 


TOP MUSIC BY A NATIONALLY KNOWN 


“NAME” COMPOSER - CONDUCTOR - ARRANGER 


MATCHED WITH WINNING LYRICS! 


Deshon copies 


are 


ready to be 


mailed to you 


BOX V-161, VARIETY 


154 West 46th St., New York 36, N. Y. 
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WEEK OF 


AUGUST 5 


| 





NEW YORK CITY 


MUSIC HALL 38 
Lottie Brunn 
Duquaines 
Joan Dex 
Corps de 


BR. Paige 


Bal 
Orc 


et 


) tocketles 
ROXY 


Sallie Blair 

Mata & Hart 

Will Jordan 

Kobt. Boucher Ore 


AUSTRALIA 


MELBOURNE 


Gordon & Colville 





Tivoli Allen Bros. & June 
Jimmy Wheeler Amazing Margoes 
Bassi & June Anny Berryer 
Quaino & Partner Edit Juhasz 
Danny Dear Frank Wilson 
Gerry Dreye Lor’a’ne Bransgrove 
Panlaqui Twins AUCKLAND 
Lioyd Lit New Zealand 
Barton & S y St. James 
Johnny M Sabrina 
Gordon Wil k Andrea Dancers 
Iris Rhodes S & M Harrison 
Rosalie Woods Billy Baxter 

SYONEY Elia & Bob Carley 
nae i } Mistin Juniors 
Will Ma j Crocker & Clark 
Rudy Ho David Sterle 
Gibson ¢ 3 ‘Jackie Monnier 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Lynnette Rae 


Hippodrome 
Piddock & P y 
Annetie & Soei 
Colin Rob 
Bob Hatct 

BIRMINGHAM 

Hippodrome 
Tessie O'S! 





Max Russell 
Jessie Robins 

BRISTOL 

Hippodrome 
Ruby Murray 
Antcn & Janetta 
Norman Evans 
iris Sadler 








— ee, Tommy Fields 
se : eo Overbury 3 nee 
Hal Monty — 

Duc Rt CINSBURY. "PARK 
4 mpire 
BLACKPOOL Hilda Baker 
Opera House De Vere Debs 

Jewe! & Wa s Robert Earl 

Jill Day Dorothy Reid 

Larry G i Winters & Fielding 

Peiro Br Koba & Kales 

Najarros Wallabies 

Bert & Ll n MORECAMBE 

Palace Winter Gardens 

Roy Cast Al Read 

Marion Lane & Truzzt 

P H Penny Nichols 

BY Les Marcellis 

Ba} . Laycock & Bee 

GC Frank Cook 

EB Mitchell Singers 

M NEWCASTLE 

B k Empire 

D Tony Brent 
Wint C n lue Angels 

cr y & Maidie 

Mir Quinton 

3 an 

Ww Howitt 

M 

E j y Ryder 
BR ON SOUTHSEA 
Hip + King's 

H s Li Roza 

K eg Varney 

H Larry Gordon 

k tudy Kenny 

Ff h ilbert 

‘ ! Dick Francis 

} ‘ Downes 

I don Hill 

s n y All 3 

| Cabaret Bills 

NEV W YORK CITY 
o Vincent Lopez Ore 

P Hotel St. Regis 

v Ray Bari Orc. 

B it Shaw Ore 
Latin Quarter 

I \ Della Chiesa 

R k Durant 

B : Aleettys 

Bon § Marqu . Family 

F ‘ D ( 

L Jo ‘Lombardi Ore 

B rlowe Orc 

T ‘Living Room 

J s S 1 Sims 
Chate rid jues Kay al 

P ack =Kelly 

( a international 

R c Ice Show 

P Vie Charles 

Cc McKenna Line 
c bana Mike Durso Ore 

R Palmieri Ore 

R Viennese Lantern 

r Monica Boyar 

Pp Anita Darien 

F Ernest Schoen Ore 

’ Village Barn 

J Larry McMahan 

J FE n Kampman 
Upst om Marty Savat 

Rr Zeb Carver 

s jelle Carroll 
No. 1 ave Eddie Smut 

+ Ernie Blank Ore 

R Village Gate 

HH Bre k Peters 
m r achmen 

E Village mengeaee 
H cvelt Nina Simone 

Le rw Core 

He t Ker Burreil 3 
CHICAGO 
Bive Angel Ken Harris Ore 

M ke 

Pris Jimmy Blade Ore 

c Gate of Horn 

Al l Leon Bibb 

Rog Ran & Nama 

Blue Note Del Close 
D. § London House 
Cloister n Oscar Peterson 

Lonnie S Eddie Higgins 

Gar \ Larry Novak 

Joe Pa Mister Kelly's 
_ Conrad Hilton Larry Adler 

"FP ros Frills Betty Bennett 

Helga Marty Rubinstein 3 

Farra & rter Marx & Frigo 

Ben < & Bernie Palmer House 
Har Nelson Eddy 

Jack | Gale Sherwood 

Eddie A Lucille & Eddie 

Mar ) Roberts 

Inez & Ben Arden Ore 

HAVANA 
Hotel Crprs Imperio de Triana 

Raque ta Ada Zaneiti 

Ma € Victor Alvarez 

Rivieras J. Moreno Ore 
Hotel Hiiton Fajardo Ore 

Miguel Herrero Hotel Nacional 

Carmelita Vazquez Carlos Argentino 

El Martin Buay Fanerti 

Mario Alvarez | Faxa Q 

Cecilia Padre mpollos 

Arm 3 | Bins Russi 











Tino Rodriguez 


Manteca 
Godino Singers 


“Dancing Waters” 
Hote! Riviera 
| Del Ray 


Enrique Herrera 


LOS ANGELES 


| Jack Elton 


Band Box 
Billy Gray 
Bat Ya 
| Mickey Katz 
| Jackie Lee Cochron 
| Ben Bive’s 
Barbara Heller 
Frankie Rapp 
| Diane Lefti 
Mildred Law 
Sammy Wolf 
Dick Bernie 
Richard Cannon 
ivan Lane Orc 
Cloister 
Bobby Darin 
Terry Gibbs 5 
Cocoanut Grove 
‘Pearl Bailey Rev” 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Crescendo 
Frances Faye 
Dino's 
Ruth Gillis 


| 


Gladys Robau 
Carlisse & Raymond | Maria Remola 


Monica Castell 

Caribe 

fF, Guerrero Ore 
Tropicana 

Celia Cruz 

Riveros 


Steve La Fever 
tInteriude 
| Bobby Short 
Moulin Rouge 
Sophie Tucker 





Ted Lewis 

Donn Arden’s “Big 
Ben Beat” | 

Dick Stabile Ore } 
Slate Bros. | 


Dave Gardner 

Trudy Stabile | 

Joe Castro Trio 
Statier Hote! 


| Larry Ellis Ice Rev 


Gloria Nord 

George Zak 

Cavanaughs 

Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Ye Littie Club 

Linda Lawson 

Joe Felix 

Roger Nichols 


LAS VEGAS 


{ Desert tne 
McGuire Sisters 
Dave Barry 

Art Johnson 

Donn Arden Dners 
Carlton Hayes Orc 


Jack Carson 

Ben Beri 

Rowena Rollins 

Victor Julian & 
Dogs 


| 
| Tommy Roberts 

















| 


| 


Ernie Andrews 
Edi Domingo 
Little Red & Marcy 
Layne 

Riviera 
Red Skelton 
Peggy Taylor 
Double Daters 
)L ionel Hampton Orc 
|Ray Sinatra Ore 
‘iaeete Dorben Des 
Sahara 
Brothe 


| rosby 
Ashtons 
Don Rickles 


























Eveiyn Freeman Johnny ‘Scat” Davis 
Gillian Grey | Saharem Dancers 
Bob Vegas | Louis Basil Ore 
Allen Conroy | Sands 
Marya Linero | Johnny Mathis 
Cee Davidson Ore | Joey hep 
E! Cortez Harry Nofal 
|Dubonnet Trio | Evelyn Dutton 
|Eddie Bush Roy Palr 
Versatiles Copa Girls 
Ei Rancho Vegas Antonio Mo 
Joe E. Lewis 
La Nue | . rs 
Janine ¢ r 
Cr stine I r 
Dick Rice Or > 
Flamingo Silver slipper 
Jan Murt Hank Henry 
Gloria I sHa en |} Sally Rand 
Don Kirk Sparky Kaye 
Leigh Ann Austin PP etons 
Flamingoettes lick Weston 
Jack ¢ Ore t sy Dietrick 
| Fremont Hotel Toni & H ‘ 
| Joe King & Zaniacs | Red M l 
Mak Believes Dann J ss 
Joe Sante 4 Geo. Redman Ore 
> 3 Stardust 
Golden Nugget Lido De Paris 
Ha Rane “Ca C'est L’Ar 
Le Fave M Hay J 
rd At e r 
Sons of ¢ n Wst | Tor Ly s 
Hacienda Kin 
I r Tunes Thunderbi rd 
J Ole nn ac on | 
Shirle Sx ersong 
Nev da ‘Club Al Jahns O 
Vidk Tropicana 
Tom N inez Carol Char 
Johr Ador °o Chiquit & 
Cathy Ryar Gali Gall 
Sophie Parker _ Jovy Miss Nev 
Al DePaulis 4 Blain< 
Sparklers S} a 
New ween er Tr Ss S 
He i I Ne 1 Brown 6 
Reatrice May Herman & 
MIAMI - MIAMI BEACH 
Americona G ant 
Nina R on Luis Varona O 
eefe sselle 
Bett Madigan Duke Jenkins O 
{Lee Martin Orc Fontainbleau 
Biltmore Terrace Four Aces 
roy 1 Nights f nk Font 
Gonzal Murr Ss 
& R ) s isas Or 
| sé rri Pupi Campo R 
| Mz reyre Natale Fields 
Los Romeros Lucerne 
c s Havana Mardi Gras 
ri Diosa Costello 
Roberto & Alicia 
) on Miles Velarde 
Ore Don Casino 
Carillon Pepe 
Larry I r Blenco 
Elissa Jayne Fausto Curbelo O 
fun Tur Montmartre 
Ken Nelsen I an Rot 
Ted Kivitt h & Dale 
Cindy Fuller Freddie Calo Ore 
Jacques at ~~’ Ore Murray Franklin's 
Ruth W: Kay Car 
hoover ‘Club Frankie Hye 
Wally Verno Gina Wilson 
Tinker Bell Linda Bishop 
Guy Marks Roy Se 
Cuban Village Paul Gray 
Rama & Banda Murray Fr n 
fan & I Eddie Rernard 
Alvaro & Aurora fatsy’s Place 
Ada D Patsy Abb 
Berto & Olga Marge Sh 
Jose Aponte Bil Shepard 
Der uviile Judy Jourdan 
Lyle McDonnell Roney Plaza 
Bells Are Rin z Loma Du«e 
Henny Youngman Polynesian Re e 
Fran Warren The no moatamed 
H. Levine Ore } Tune Top 
Diplomat Wally Fut h 
Don Elliot Combo Candido 
| Eden Roc | Dennis Paul © 
| Jackie Heller Curt Harmon 3 
| SAN FRANCISCO 
Backstage {Joe Sullivan 


Stan Arnold 


Joubert 
Blackhawx 
Miles Davis 6 
| Canterbury 
Geo. Alexander 
Benny Strong Ore 
Easy Street 
Marty Marsala 
Wally Rose Ore 
Fack’'s 
Vagabonds 
Ann Hathaway 
Murray Roman 
Fairmont Hotel 


Rene 


| George Gobel 
E. Heckscher Ore 
Gay 90's 


| Diamond Lil 
| Sharon Apel 
jee & Ray Gorman 
Dick Keegan Ore 
Hangover 
‘Earl Hines 


Mugesy Spanier 
Hungry | 
Lighters 
M & Weich 
Marilyn Child 
Jazz Workshop 
Red Garland 
Benny Jolson 5 
Moulin Rovge 
Kitty Cole 
Tommy Conine 
Lee Arnoux 
Carol King 
Fran O’Brien 
Maynard Meyer 
On the Levee 
Kid Ory Orc 
Purple Onion 
Phyllis Diller 
Smothers Bros 
Cruz Luna 
Freddy Paris 
Fred Smith 


Lime 


368 Club 


Stonys 


tier 


Goiden 
| Fred lie = 
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Holiday 


Hoosier Hot Shots 
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Stevens 
Mapes 

Lili St. Cyr 

Dick Shawn 

| Skylets 

} Jack Melnick Ore 

| Riverside 

| Kean & Parker 


Riverside Stariets 
Le Juntas 
Ed Fitzpatrick Ore 
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Band of Royal Scots 
Greys & Variety 
(Empire, Glasgow) 











Glasgow, July 31. 
E res presentation of 
} Roy Scots Greys 
é Highland 
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st asing, a band such 
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st I for bigge! 
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ylor 1 movement cz 
advantage. It’s authentic 
an amboyantly pseudo- 
Pit for this particular 
t it's too much like 
tl p erbial coals to 
le, although Scot outfront- 
a fondness for things na- 
patriotic. Gord. 





New 


Acts 








| BROOKS & HALLER 
Comedy 
25 Mins. 
Gatineau Club, Ottawa 





Steve Brooks and Joe Haller 
proved very funny to the audience 
when caught and apparently they 


could do no wrong. Some of their 











gags had ringsiders rocking and 
drew plently palmpounding 
However they s! dispense 
with a couple’ of t ‘less home 
bits, a grotesque Chinese caricature 
and a joke about a Jewish admiral 
who cries, “Don't give up the ship 
sell it'’ No need to religionize 
the funnier original Don't sell 
the old homestead, mother—burn 
the g.d. thing But there’s very 
little blue material, and none is 
needed 
They effectively switch the “dead 
horse in bathtub ok then use 
t aS a recurring gag After first 
time Haller slips down to a table 
sits back and applauds, shouting 
Those guys are terrifi Bring on 
the broads Anothe! ne he says 
to a large lady at ringside, “Didn't 
I fight you once in Cleveland? 
ihey neve! SK at one unles 
the audience is eating out thei 
hands 
Fake celebrity intros An out 
standing deale! I bing suf 
plies—known as Honest Car the 
Used John Dealer scre 
Ds (to a ring W 1e 
e you drinki yn 
sheaf of es s rf j 
national Ol; ( tal 
4 dd deal of | articly 
n — even t ettir it | ’ 
singing ril Se Y l My) 
Dre s A t ) s ] ld 
idd up to that ¢ be 
et ed ne E > 40 min utes 
( 
FRANSISKA 
Sones 
49 Mins 
Chase Hotel, St. Louis 
I | t n- 
k 5 
H 
a 
p dine 
I l I i 
f 
4 
\ 
. 
‘ T 
H 40 
I ( 
1a fine 8) endit 
I tvs Ove 1 wn il 
easure And ¢ ope! 
could e eard a 
» during any mome ( 
t of t ~ } I 
» | 
‘ s | 4 
RUTH WALKER 
Songs 
30 Mins 
Le Cabaret, Toronto 
Rut ‘' F a blo 
A 
t 
> ¢ 
ed 
t t \ Oo 
Wea é er ive 
gow! t K\ 

S ) a1 ) 
Perso ity his t l a 
song-story re} rioire al DY 
Maure Kaye Toeronto-born, she 
nas sung in >» spots She opens 
with a boun “When I'm With 
You, Baby I Love to Love” (in 
French and English), a slow tempo 
switch to “I've Got a Mar and 
finales with “I Enjoy Being a 
Girl Miss Walker’s blue lyrics 
done in wide-eyed innocen 
stvle, are p ularly evider in 
her second vivacious set 0 Wel- 
come Home, Baby” and her “Fem- 
inity,”’ both indigo items 

The shapely Miss Walker fin- 
ishes with a medley of oldies, in- 
cluding “Who “You Beautiful 
Doll,” “You Do Something To Me 
and “You Made Me Love You.’ 
She encores with “It’s Tough to be 
a Platinum Blond” to strong re- 


McStay. 


) turns. 








| TOMMY CONINE TRIO 

Dances 

20 Mins. 

Moulin Rouge, San Francisco 
Tommy Conine, a superb tap and 

softshoe dancer, is the bulwark of 

this act, but he gets important help 

from a long-legged, good-looking 

blonde and a ditto redhead, Ardeen 

Knight and Bea Blum respectively. 
Three come on with a fast tap 


number, follow with a slower bit 
and Conine sings a trifle, in a 
wispy voice reminiscent of Fred 
Astaire. Conine does a couple of 
solo numbers, outstanding one be- 
ing to “I Got Rhythm,” and trio 


wind up with a very fast number, 


Whole act is beautifully re- 
earsed and worked out and gets 
excelent audience ceplion, witn 
Conine’s pleasant yw-Keyed per- 
sonality projecting nicely over foote 
hts cy 


KITTY COLE QUARTET 
Songs 
24 Mins. 


Moulin Rouge, San Francisco 








Kitty Cole, blonde vocalist with 
Tommy Dorsey band some years 
ago, is making a comeback with 
three male singers in quartet whica 
gets nice reception at this new 
; sco nightspet 

Group opens with “From 
Moment On,” then does F 
l in London Town,” “Funny 
entine “Bon Jour,” “Fare 
Well.” “Home in Pasadena,” a 
cialty tango Newlangied Ta Pa 
nd, fina April in Pa 
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MIKE FEDDERSON 
Songs 
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Metropole. Glasgew 





Glasgow, Aug. 4 
Jack Short presentat of “The 
Logan Re ls,” wtth Ma Logan 
i Da , Tommy Hood, 
Frar Harvey, Joe Lor Doreen 
& Sylvia Stevi Buddy I in, 

4jax Trio, J rst Orci 
This is homely vaude fodder, 
aiming at nothing sophisticated, 
but largely to the approval of those 
who want their fun lusty and na- 
tive, their song sentimental and 
patriotic, their dancing in preci- 


sion style. Most of the yock-raising 


is centered round Ma Logan, 
otherwise May Dalziel, vet singer- 
comedienne, and sister of Ella ' 0- 


gan. As mama of the Logan Familiy, 
of local vaude (it has produced 
leading Scot comedian Jimmy Lo- 
gan), she is held in sentimental re- 
spect hereabouts by a vast follow- 


ing. Jack Short, head of the family, 
helms this vaude layout, which is 
playing to good summer attend- 


ances despite a heatwave and holi- 
day diversions. 

Ma Logan, with that rumbustious 
laugh which could well be her gim- 
mick seen in kitchen comedy 
sketches with Tommy Hood, a 
toothy sympathetic type, and 
Frank Harvey, a lanky, quick-mov- 
ing humorist. Another amusing 
type is contrasted in slow-talking 
Joe Long, and the comedy combo 

i (Continued on page 71) 
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ostpone License Dept. Vs. Shaw Agcy. 


Court Test on ‘Employment’ in N.Y. 


A postponement was granted + 
yesterday (Tues.) in the case of 
the N. Y. City License Commis- 


sioner ys. the Shaw Artists Agency. 
This is regarded as a test case to | 
determine whether talent agencies 
come under the purview of the em- 
ployment agency provisions of the 





N. Y. State General Business Law 
Hearing was slated in a Magis- 
trate’s Court 

The Shaw agency was selected 
by the License Commissioner to be 
the guinea pig in the matter. As 
far as could be learned, this office 
was the only percentery cited in 
the present drive by the commis- 
sioner However, about a dozen 
model agencies had been told to 
appe 

The present drive against agen- 
ci s said to have been sparked 
t s e degree by the status of 
the Conover Model Agency, which 
} been charged with failure to 
I ff models after having col- 
lk i for their services. 

Phe Artists Representative 
Ass! organization of talent reps 
is seeking to get the License Dept 
t re gnize that talent agencies 
do ! come under the category 
of ¢ ovment agencies general] 
If placed in that category, the 
< gers would be limited to a 
max 1 charge of 5 of an 
i sts salary for the first 10 
we The agencies have long 
( f ( it because of the 
1 ces performed on be- 
] ( ‘ erforme they do 
Y ‘ < - 

{ OrK d- 
i lin 
I Ss ¢ 
y i Y net { 
( line pre 0 plotted 
I d if they acceded 
( e comn n 
é ( ( Sé ould 
& e in the employme 
FD No ARA member 
I< City cense 


Tibor Rudas Signs Pact 
With Aussie Tiveli Fer 
Bills Spread Over 3 Yrs. 


ne vy 28 


idiined witl 


a on talent 


Kaye Holds in Melbourne 


Melbourne, Aug. 4 
T Kaye .has extended his 
M ne season to six weeks 
August 15. He said his 
{ ) ( nents allow him to 
re f an extra two weeks 
Kaye said he would have hked 
t extend his Australian tour to 
i de other cities besides Sydney 
and Melbourne, but previous ar- 
rangements did not permit this 


Vallee, Late, Pinkslipped 


Rudy Vallee was cancelled out 
of the Acra Manor Hotel in the 
Catskills at Cairo, N. Y., after 
completing three nights of a one- 
week engagement. 

According to operator Frank 
Fede, Vallee on Thursday (30) re- 


ported for work at nearly midnight 
when he was slated to start at 
10:30 p.m. Acra regarded this as 
sufficient ground for cancellation. 
The performer had been commut- 
ing daily from a summer home 
near New York City 85 miles away. 





Cotton Club Drops Names 


Atlantic City, Aug. 4. 
Cotton Club, midtown sepia spot 
which brought in Pearl Bailey and 


her revue to open its season the 
first week in July, quickly dis- 
carded big name bookings when 


initial shows failed to be profitable 

Policy of Barney and Herbie 
Paloff, a father and son team, for 
the season was to book names for 
a week with Cab Calloway follow- 
ing Miss Bailey revue in club’s air- 
conditioned back room which seats 
some 500. Bistro had $2 admission, 
$5 minimum policy 

Club halted advertising with exit 
of Calloway 


Belafonte Hits 
Smash Takes In 


Western Tour 


Denver, 
Harry Belafonte’s one- 
played to the season’s record audi- 
12,500, including stande 


Rocks 


Red 
21 


y man § 


DW 
ence, s 
e-squatte! 
Fr 


not reser! 


Theatre las 


are 


I 
e winding mountain s lea 
nuge I aré 


as 
before playdate im- 


vs 
rio Joseph 


nouse 


$51,000 in Two Stands 


stande 
op price was 
, the ta 


e seats 


24.000 


laksik’s T&C Returning 


To Production Shows 





oO Ben Maksik 
j n & Country Club, B kly 
! fo po } 
ell f ( the 
He is n ig ec! 
ae th ina Carava! 
ivy \ AS l fol 
l Ss ¢ s rt Aff c nd 
nstall the “Jewel Box 
R ( Starting n. 1 for an i 
( e run. The it of fen E 
Sor ors had long and suc- 
stul stand at the spot last sea- 
S 
Maksik, however, despite the 
fi that he has been doing well 
with units, is still interested in 
getting names if they can be 
bought advantageously 


Barbara Rickles New P.A. 

For Sheraton in Waikiki 

Honolulu, Aug. 4 

Barbara Rickles is the new pub- 
licist for the Sheraton hotels 
Waikiki. She formerly handled 
public relations for the ocean 
liner Leilani in its valiant but 
jinxed effort to compete with the 
Matson liners in California-Ha- 
waii passenger service. 

She succeeds Dorothy Mahoney, 
former social director at the Prin- 
cess Kaiulani Hotel who was 
moved into the p.r. post by Shera- 
ton following resignation of Jeri 
Bostwick. 


in 


‘Sinatra at $100 Feed 
For Mrs. FDR Center 


| Denver, Aug. 4. 

Frank Sinatra will be guest star | 
at the $100-a-plate Patron’s Dinner | 
of the American Medical Center 
Aug. 16 in the Silver Glade room 
of the Cosmopolitan Hotel. Pro- 
| ceeds will go toward construction 
| of the $1,500,000 Eleanor Roosevelt | 
Institute for Cancer Research at 
the medical center. 

Other guests will include Sen 
Stuart Symington of Missouri, Rep 
James Roosevelt of Calif., and 
Elliott Roosevelt, Colorado rancher 
The Roosevelt brothers will repre- 
sent their mother. 


Soph & Ted Lewis 
As Nitery Team 


of Sophie 
at the re 





The appearance 
Tucker and Ted Lewis 
cent 40th anniversary celebration 
of the team of Victor Moore & 
William Gaxton at Teddy's Restau- 
rant, N. Y., has already resulted in 
one tandem date for this pair and 
may bring about more dual st 
for these vet vaude and nitery per- 
formers. They were one of the 
major hits of that evening when 
they did “Me & My Shadow” with 
Miss Tucker taking the part 
the shadow. 


The duo are now at the Moulin 


ands 


e 
ol 






Rouge, Hollywood, and plans are 
being made to have them in oiher 
specialized cafe situations. Both 
the William Morris Agency, Miss 
Tucker's handlers, and the Music 
Corp. of America, booking Lewis 
and his entourage, feel that the 
separation of offices is no bar to 
the teaming of this duo in niterie 
that can stand the heavy f ne 

g this pai 


tap necessary for booking thi 


See Stress on Mainlander 
Talent With Ray Kinney’s 
Royal Hawatian Bowout 


Honolulu, Aug. 4 
Ray Kinney, Hawaiian entertain 
er with 40 years’ experience bot! 
ere and on the mainland, has re- 


signed as entertainment director of 





Hawaiian Hotel, a po- 
s r held since 1956 

Sir omposer. emcee was a 
member of Harry Owens’ troupe 
which opened the swanky Waikiki 
resort in 1927. 

Intimates of the veteran per 
former say he isn’t “happy” about 
leaving the Royal Hawaiian, but a 
spoke ni the Sheraton-owned 
hotel said the departure is “hi 
own idea.” It’s indicated that 
Kinney’s recent illness, outside ac- 
tivities, and double duties as show 
he ‘ and entertainment di- 
re r were “quite a load for 
him.” 

Entire troupe of entertainers in 


Monarch Room floorshow re- 






portedly has been working under a 
two-week renewal contract, with 
She on free to either renew or 
1 the Hawaiian entertain- 

ent. 

M gement source said the ho- 
tel nts to develop an expanded 
entertainment policy, perhaps 
bringing mainland name talent 
into the big room on a “working 
vacation” basis. 

Meanwhile the other units in 
the sheraton Waikiki hotels 
Moana-SurfRider and Princess 
Kaiulani—are being left to wv k 
out their own individual entertain 


ment policies. 


But the Royal Hawaiian’s big 
Monarch Room, which potentially 
could emerge as a_ top-grossing 


prestige operation, has been lag- 
ging behind some of the competi- 
tive spots in Waikiki. Matson 
Navigation Co., former owner of 
the four hotels, was aware of this 
_ but presumably reluctant to rem- 
/ edy it. The Sheraton chain, as new 
|} owners, has other ideas. 

Sheraton plans to build a 600 to 
1,000-room hotel adjacent to the 
Royal Hawaiian. It plans both a 
plush formal dining room and a 
snack shop on the Royal's grounds 
and a new restaurant and two new 
cocktail lounges in the SurfRider 
portion of the pooled Moana-Surf- 
Rider operation. And, as an- 
nounced, it’s closing the penthouse 


nitery at the Princess Kaiulani 
Hotel and will relocate a nitery 
somewhere else on the PK. 


} grounds, 


AGVA Trust Fund to Weigh Transfer 


Of Coin to ‘Club, Status of Counsel 





Regal’s 44G Record 
Chicago, Aug. 4 

Regal Theatre, independent 
southside sepia showcase, 
thinks it has a winning form- 
ula now with top jazz attrac- 
tions Stageshow for week 
ended last Thursday 30) 
helped pull a boff $44,000 to 
notch a record gross for the 
2.800-seater. Lineup included 
Dakota Staton, Miles Davis 
Quintet, Jimmy Smith Trio, 
Sonny Stitt orch, Nipsy Rus- 
sell, and Leon Thomas. 

House has set Della Reese 
and Al Hibbler for week start- 
ing Friday (7), with Dinah 
Washington and Dizzy Gilles- 
pie, fronting his new 14-piece 
unit, for the following stanza 


Copa Adding Sex 
To Joe E. in Fall 
As Sub for Yanks 





Apparently the New York boni- 
faces are the first to give up the 
idea that New York Yankees will 
be in the World Series. It seems to 
be an extremely unhappy, and also 
an expensive, decision to make 

TI Copacabana set ngly has 
relinquished the hope that there 

be beaucoup biz during the 

O r season when the N.Y 
Yar es and/or one of the other 
ch used to inhabit New 

York ould fill the wn with 
enders from all over the world 

d pack the cafes. To accommo- 
if e thes spenae Copacabana 
Oo} tor Jules Podell would in- 

t Joe E. Lewis to head- 
ne 1 Lewis would pull in the 
S s yrid 

This ye Podell, anticipating 
the | of the series and that extra 
b has decided that he will need 
additional lures to make up the 
differe During Lewis’ six-week 
run, Pode has hired Gloria De 
Haven to come in during the last 
three weeks of the Lewis engage- 

nt, figuring that will hypo the 
bill for those who come to see 
Lewis several times during the run 
I first ee weeks of the Lewis 
date, w 1 starts Se 10, will 
have C y Carr in the second spot 

For the f ier discomfort of the 
boniface and other N.Y. amuse- 

er entrepreneurs, it doesn't 
seem likely that N.Y. will have the 

cond Johansson-Patterson go 
eithe which might have compen- 
sated somew for the loss*of the 
series 


Hildegarde in Chi After 


Preeming Hotel in Aruba 
Chi o, Aug. 4 


on 1 € 

} ri ned Hot Casino Aruba 
( n sne is the In 
n 1 ft t Ne y 

West Indies o ch ji nd 

I ery of the hx l called 
he Klompen Klub klompen” is 
ooden-shoe in Dutch. The Aruba 

makes the second, class hotel in 
the NWI—at Curacao there is a 


Pan-American Airways - operated 


meets, 


' expected 


The AGVA Welfare Trust Fund 
is slated to meet today (Wed.) for 
further discussions on demands by 
trustees representing Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Art'sts to 
divert monies held by the fund to 
the AGVA Country Club & Recrea- 
tion Center, 


the 


Trustees representing manage- 
ment have been of the opinion that 
it would be unwise to dissipate the 
assets of the fund for any such 
purpose at this time, especially in 
view of the doubtful legality of the 
status of the AGVA Foundation 
Inc., which runs the recreation 
center, to operate a home for the 
aged and indigent in the variety 
field, which was the original pur- 
pose of the home 
At the confab fs 
discuss the 
that the 
Trust 
& Mort 
in favor 
Harold 


the time 

further 

demand 
for the 


same 
to 
ustees’ 
counsel 
Jonas Silverstone 
be discharged 
of having AGVA attorney 
Berg move into that post. The 
present attorneys have long op- 
posed any change in the charter 
which would permit ‘diversion of 
the Trust Fund for such a purpose. 

Welfare Trust Fund chairman 
George A. Hamid, who has prev- 
iously stated that he opposes any 
change in counsel, has reiterated 
that there is no reason to change 
attorneys, but says that continued 
discussion of that matter, as well 
as others, can be held 


AGVA t 
present 
Fund 

Rosenthal 


The change of attorneys, as well 
as diversion of funds other than 
for purposes stated in the charter 
of the Welfare Trust Fund, has 
always been opposed by the man- 
agement trustees and sometimes by 


AGVA trustees. AGVA's national 
board, at the behest of the union’s 
administrative secretary Jackie 


Bright, dismissed AGVA _prexy 
Penny Singleton and former first 
veepee Rajah Raboid from their 


posts as trustees, partly because of 
ret | to go along with plans to 


1ift counsel controls to Berg. 


usa 
< 


Milan’s French Strippery 
Takes Hiatus Until Sept.; 
American Acts in View 


Milan, Aug 
continuous fights 
f the 
Milan's only permanent 

has shut 
will be 
September. 


4 
and 


local 


After 


closedown threats om 


censors 


show featuring striptease 


down for the summer but 


reopening in early 
The show, which made a clamor- 
ous debut on April 17 of this year 


at the 150-seat Teatro alla Mas- 
chera, has been grinding out 16 
performances weekly with prices 
ranging from $4 top down to $2.50. 

The impresarios, Politi, Ortolant, 


Usuelii, have been importing most 


of their acts from Paris exclue 
sively through Aubert and have 
turned this former jinx” theatre 
into a nall goldmin« th only 
an advance publicity pay of 
some $4,000 

The censors put t foot down 
on complete nudes but allo the 
she to continue with t ssen- 
tials covered by t allest 

<7 

Top billing went to Rita Cadiliae, 
Carole Ryva and Rita Renoir in 
sexy exhibitions, with fill-in acts 
including Les Milson and Les 
Batix. 

The management intends te im- 
port some U.S. acts next season 


and negotiations are now going on 
through Aubert of Paris 





Bob Feinberg WMA P.A. 


Bob Feinberg has been named to 
head the publicity department of 


International Hotel Chanteuse 
does a one-woman show at the/| 
Drury Lane opening next Mon- 
day ‘10 

On the occasion of the Dutch 
island's hoopla the local Amigoe 
di Curacao (Dagblad voor de Ned- 


erlandse Antillen) printed its en- 
tire special edition in English. Be- 
sides Hildegarde, who also offici- 
ated at the formal ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies to the new Hotel Aru- 
ba, maestro Eddie Chavez, who has 
the band there, composed an “of- 
ficial” song for the island titled 
“Aruba Breezes.” Morris Lapidus 
who has designed some of the most 
luxurious Miami Beach hotels, did 
this one. Carl Wolff, with a U.S 
hotel background, is the manager. 
| Loeal capital built it. 


the William Morris Agency. He'll 
start in that post in the fall follow- 


ing completion of work on the 
summer circuit. Feinberg. a mem- 
ber of the Assn. of Theatrical 


Pressagents & Managers, will with 
this affiliation be able to handle 
legit and’ concert tours of Morris 
artists as well as regular house 
publicity chores 
Feinberg succeeds 
stein who moves into the com- 
mercial tv dept. Danny Bernstein 
is acting department head until 


Bernie Brill- 


| Feinberg moves in. 
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By: y May Get Encore on Minsky 


Label With Riviera as New Base |. 


Minsky shows may return to 
tl B i : scene 

Deal is ne in the works to lease 
ti Rivie io a syndicate which 
plans to ¢ rate the nitery as a 
burley s with Minsky layouts. 
A ing is definitely set 
yet erstood that a deal is 
re closed in which the 
de last operated by Bill 
Mi undergo a change to 
a hi grade peel parlor. 

T! spective lessees aren't 

e 

Marlene for Buenos Aires 

The Opera Theatre, Buenos 
Aires is been added to the itin- 
era f Marlene Dietrich during 
her So American tour. She 
starts at that house Aug. 13 for 
fe lays 

Miss Dietrich has played a brief 
engageme! at’ the Copacabana, 
Rio de iro, followed with the 
Teatro Rocori, Sao Paulo, which 
st d Tues.), and will 
p 
5s ait 














RAY ROMAINE 
and CLAIRE 
“Delightfully 
Different’ 


NOW 
APPEARING 


for the 
Month of August 


MOULIN 
ROUGE 


PARIS 
Thanks to 
JEAN BAUCHET 


NICK 
LUCAS 


and His Troubadors 
NOW PLAYING 


BAL TABARIN 


CRYSTAL BAY 
LAKE TAHOE, NEV. 
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being divulged. However, it’s said 
that a former hotel owner in Flor- 
ida as well as a former operator of 
several N. Y. cafes are involved 
Apparently none of the Minsky 
family will be part of the setup 
However, it is known that Harold 
Minsky, now producing shows at 
the Dunes Hotel, Las Vegas, some 


years ago leased the name to a 
group of New Yorkers who had 
planned to open * cafe bearing 


the Minsky tag. uhe lease on the 
Minsky label is still in effect. 

The Riviera was the Arcadia 
Ballroom for many years until it 
was leased to Lou Walters, now 
producing at the Tropicana, Las 
Vegas. Walters poured about 
$350,000 into the spot and oper- 
ated it briefly as the Cafe de Paris 
it went into bankruptcy to the tune 
of about $500,000. Nitery was late! 
taken over by Bill Miller, now op- 
erating the New Frontier, Las 
Vegas, who was stymied by inabilii- 
ty to get a liquor license in his 
name, 





sic bios seuring he 1S EUROPEAN BUYERS 
~ OF TALENT CROWD NY. 


New York is starting to get busy 


| with the visits of talent buyers 
| Harry 


Mufson, operator of the 
Eden Roc, Miami Beach, is in town 
as is Larry Tisch, of the family 
owning the Americana Hotel in the 
same city. Leslie Grade, a partner 
in the British percentery of Lew 
& Leslie Grade, was also In N. Y 
last week, and flew out Saturday 
(1). 

Also planing back to Europe 
after a stand of about 10 days was 


Felix Marouani (Tavel &), the 
Parisian percenter. 
All are continuing to study 


availabilities for the fall and win- 
ter seasons. 


Celeste’s L.V.-to-Plaza 


Celeste Holm has been signed 
for a four-weeker at the Persian 
Room of the Plaza Hotel, N. Y 
starting Oct. 19. Although acts 
generally open at the spot on Wed- 
nesdays, Miss Holm will start on a 
Monday because of inability to get 
out of the tail end of a date at the 





' Tropicana, Las Vegas. 


Edie Adams, who opens the room 
on Sept. 16, will play an extra four 
days from Wednesday to Saturday 


| to fill in the booking void. 


Pact Prime Names For 
H’wood Bowl Jazz Fest 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Angeles will hold its first 
il Jazz Festival at the Holly- 
wood Bowl Oct. 2-3 The growth 
and influence of jazz via television 
and records cued the jazz bash ac- 


cording to Hal Lederman, coordi- 
nator of the event, and William 
Severns, general manager of the 
30wl 

Similar to the pattern of the 
Newport Jazz Festival, the L. A 
event will feature all the big jazz 
names available at that time. Al- 
ready set are Count Basie’s orch 
featuring Joe Williams, Sarah 
Vaughan, George Shearing Quin- 


tet, Ahmad Jamal Trio, Cal Tjader 
and Modern Jazz Quartet 
Basie’s crew will play both nights 


Sextet 


Toronto Businessmen 
In Try to Save Last 
Of Gt. Lakes Showboats 


Toronto, Aug. 4 
In a final attempt to save the 
Cayuga, last of the showboats on 


he Great Lakes, plan of a Toronto 


syndicate of sentimental business- 
mer to change its registry to 
Montreal in order to obtain a bar 
license from the Quebec Liquor 
Commission. The Cayuga, which 
has operated between Toronto and 
Niagara Falls, Ont., for the last 
52 years, was refused a license by 
e Ontario Liquor Commission | 


t summer, with no reason given 


Immediate plan is to resume the | 


Cayuga’s twice-daily trips across 
Lake Ontario between Toronto and 
Niagara Falls during the height 
of the tourist season and then 
winter in Montreal instead of 
accent 

The Cayuga, built in Toronto in 
7 and acquired by Canada 
hip Lines a two-deck ves- 

feet long and capable of 
g 1,400 passengers com- 
y, though the ship has been 
reed to carry 1,800 on statutory 


holidavs 


190 
ams is 
sel 305 

Tyin 


rtab 


Linkletter’s Port. Pull 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 4 
Art Linkletter and his ‘House 
Party program drew 23,880, at 
at the Oregon Centennial Ex- 
Arena, during the last 
afternoons (27-31). Linkletfer 
put on a one-hour warmup prior 
taping the actual show which 
released a day later 
re was an additional §$1 
at the main gate 


position 
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Thanks 
JOE SULLY 
Associated Booking 
Corp. 





HELD OVER! 
SANDS HOTEL 


LAS VEGAS 
| Thanks to JACK ENTRATTER 


BOBBY CARLE 


| AND THE BLENDAIRES 


DECCA RECORDS 

















Personal Management: ROCKY MARCIANO 
Contact: FRED PETTY AGENCY 


80 Boylston Sr., 








Boston, Mass. 
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Percenters Rush for Square Fare 
As Summer Fodder for Niteries 


With summer doldrums now any 
established fact at most of the 
metropolitan cafes, the agencies 


are hopeful of trying to get nitery 
owners to change formats for the 
season, In New York, for example, 
the percenteries would like to get 
the cafemen to buy entertainment 
that would appeal to the squares 


MOSS EMPIRES’ MERGER 
TALK WITH STOLL ‘DEAD’ 


London, Aug. 4 
Negotiations for a merger be- 
tween Moss Empires and Stoll 


fizzled out 


Moss Empires 


Theatres Corp. have 
and are now ended 
directors state that they are not 
prepared to consider any modifica- 
tion in 
when the proposed ar 
was being negotiated 

Resolutions to 


Wwe 


the recommended 


terms 


nalgamation 


the 


defeated at 


approve 
merger scheme re 
meetings last month, Following 
the announcement, J. D. Bailey 
chief accountant of Moss Empires 
resigned from the post which he 
took over on Jan. 1. 

Moss Empires announced an un- 











changed 712 dividend for 1959 
Continued from page | aaa 





ations, the various theatres such 
as the Apollo can come up with 
local disk jockeys and get a fairly 
prosperous bill with an assortment 
of singers and instrumentalists, 
The B.O. Is Boffola 

The Negro artists have been 
doing rather well in the Negro 
vauders. Miss Bailey, Eartha Kitt 
and Sammy Davis Jr. have been 
among those hitting such houses 
and have been doing highly flatter- 
|ing business. For example, in last 
|season’s booking of Miss Bailey 
at the Apollo, N. Y., business was 
so much better the second week 
than the first that Miss Bailey felt 
she would be hitting some wild 
overage figures had she been there 
for a longer time. As a result, her 


booking at the Apollo this year 
will be for four weeks starting 
Oct. 16 


Miss Bailey 


jfor the Riviera, Detroit, Aug. 28 
for a week during which eight 
shows will be performed on a 


hard-ticket basis. 
the RKO, Cincy, Oct. 8 and the 
Apollo afterward. Miss Kitt, cur- 
rent at the Tivoli, Chicago, follows 
with the Howard, Washington, for 
13 days and thence to the Apollo, 


Aug. 28. Sammy Davis Jr., head- 
ing the Will Mastin Trio, moves 
to the Apollo Oct. 9. 

The theatres are working on 
other Negro stars of dimension to 


play various vauders. 

The top Negro names have been 
consistently under pressure by 
various Negro groups to give the 
hometown folks a chance to view 
them at pop prices and in their 
own bailiwick. That was the origi- 
nal pressure that had been brought 
to bear on Negro headliners. How- 
ever, since then, the lures have 
discovered that they can do very 
well financially in these houses on 
a percentage basis. In several in- 
stances, they have exceeded their 
own nitery salaries. Of course, 
three or more shows daily are in- 
volved, but in the long run, the 
| extra 
| the extra work. 


thus far, !s booked 


She follows with | 


coin has compensated for | 


In the summer resorts, they would 
like to see the appeal aimed at 
youngsters. 

In most cases, though, the idea 
of the percenters is to try to give 
the record singers some prime 
showcasing and to get operators to 
think along different lines when 
buying talent. The date-diggers are 
faced with the necessity of trying 
to get a change of offerings in the 
niteries. For example, they think 
that some of the names developed 
on disks are now ready for prime 
They would like to 
get some of the top cafes to bring 
in the singers who have made a 
reputation on records. 

In New York, the agencies want 
to get some square acts in during 
the hot months on the theory that 
N.Y. is still a vacation town for 
some well-heeled spenders from 
the provinces. The ideal combina- 
tion, especially in the summer. say 
the agencies, is a sharp mixture 
of square and hep talent. An oper- 
ator could break even, at least, 
should he be able to get the right 
turns at a time when the regulars 
are at the summer spots 


showcasing 











ocasons FUN-MASTER 
PROFESSIONAL 
COMEDY MATERIAL 


for all Theatricals 
“We Service the Stars” 
Big Temporary Special on Ali 
35 Gag Files for $15, Pius $1.00 Postage 
Foreign: $1.50 ea 





@ Minstrel Budget . — 

How to Master the Ceremonies 
$3 per Copy 
No C€.0.D’s “Always Open” 
BILLY GLASON 

200 W. S4th St., N.Y.C., 19 CO $-1316 

(WE TEACH EMCEEING and COMEDY) 

(Let @ Real Professional Train You) 




















Saturday, August Sih 


Television Spectacular 
Rome, Italy 























“THE COMEDIAN” 


The Only Real Monthly 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 
THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
THC MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 
Now in its 108th Issue, containing 
stories, one-liners, poemettes, song 
titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mono- 
logs parodies, double gags, bits. 
ideas, intros, impressions and im- 
personations, political, interruptions. 
Thoughts of the Day, Humorous 
Views of the News, etc. $20 yearly 
Introductory Offer: Last 12 issues $15 
Single Issues $3 
Foreign: $30 Yr.—Single Issues $4 
No C.0.D.'s 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 























NITERIES FAVORITE 
OPERATIC GROUP 


THE 
METROPOLITAN 


QUARTET 


Mo 
2-2090 


Bsito 2 
To 


1427 Munsey Bidg 
NEW YORK PHONE 



































Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 


RCA-Victor Records liatiateatte| 























The Amazing Stars of “WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND” 


Lucille and Eddie ROBERTS 


Currently 3rd Week 
THE EMPIRE RGOM 
PALMER HOUSE, Chicago, Ill. 
Thanks to Merrie! Abbott 


Mot. M.C.A. 

















THE HOTEL SAWARA LAS VEGAS, SALUTES 


The Ama Brothon 


ED - VIC - GENE - JOE 













IN THE HISTORY OF 
THE SAHARA 

THE ONLY ACT TO COMPLETE 
5 ENGAGEMENTS IN 18 MONTHS 
THEREFORE THE HOTEL SAHARA 
SALUTES THE 4 AMES BROTHERS. 


TALK ABOUT BREAKING RECORDS, 
ON EACH OF THESE 5 
‘APPEARANCES THEY HAVE 
BROKEN sy OWN RECORD! 

















/ ° 
ee, 
HOTEL SAHARA LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT: BILL FICKS 
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{a frame starting Monday (10 
New York | Ardrey Sisters to Adolphus Hotel 
Jacques Foti, a newcomer at the | palias, Dec. 17 for two 
: Ri ta Grable, WhO) Gretchen Wyler booked by Edd 
mS URC’ : lub, | Kansas City, Sept. 4 Chico 
, e's retiring from | Holiday into Cork Club, Dalla 
; i! ee Prt Oct. 5 for six days . Jerry Mu- 
Val oie wing iar wet + Pog rad’s Harmonicats, with Chuck 
— r “4 _ ig? *s som Cabot’s orch, kick off a seven-week 
; , — a si Pate ron Texas and Dixie tour Oct. 12 
l j leaire Slé ing 
lelene are down fo 
, — & cra a ey Ag a aes City 
nard Ferguson starts this week on French songstress Lilo follows 
inn date at Birdland her stand at Eddys’ with an ap 
Sophie Tucker is slated for a! pearance in Detroit Aug. 12 wi 
Sanene Vegas, engagement IN| the Ford Show, later in Augu 
I Andrews Sisters go 
i ; Atlantic City, Aug. 22 begins a two-week stand at the 
Sh 1am Hotel, Washington, Blue Room, New Orleans... Frank 
{ up with Betty Madi-| Tracy office has set Ray McKin- 
gan, opened yestcrday (Tues.) with | ley’s Glenn Miller orch for a one- 
Henny Youngman and has Monique nighter at the Carriage Club Aug 
Van Vooren inked for Sept. 1... 20. Same office is bringing in Cell 
Cab Calloway booked for a string Block 7 to play for the annual 
oft Catskill Mt. dates starting Aug.| August celebration in nearby Bel 
14 ' Da\ Sylvia Syms | ton, Mo Sammy Tucker and 
sta i Living Room Mon-| Marilyn Mae orch are set at th 
dl Joe Glaser, head of New Inn, Lake Okoboji (Iowa 
Associated Booking Corp., on a| through Labor day . Les Hard- 
q c t to his Chi branch .. .| ime orch opened the new Mirror 
James Nichols, of the May Johnson | Lake _ Country (¢ lub, forme! 
o M eal. reported to the Lakeview Country ¢ lub, at a spe- 
j ( Hospital there for | cial soiree July 25... . Tommy 
: : sis Reed orch back on bandstand 
as Eddys’ following a mass two-week 
ani | vacation... Jan mnie, east avn 1 
“hi | guest appearances, following her 
Chicago | week’s pa in “New Moon” at 
Lenny Bruce returns to Mister) Starlight Theatre. Earl Wrightson 
: s for his second stint there | from the same show west for con- 
Sept. 21 for four weeks ... Hilton) certs in the Hollywood Bowl . 
Hotel's new ice show opens Aug. 13} Next on the floor at Eddys’ will | 




















Prof Irwin Corey headlines | the a Stone Four, opening 
at Freddie's Cafe, Minneapolis, for | Aug. 7 for two weeks. 
(from ARGENTINA) 
- —3- om © qpewen - -- ounen eee aaiaaae - + 
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Just Concluded 
18 WEEK ENGAGEMENT 


SANDS HOTEL, tas vecas 


Opening Tomorrow (Aug. 6) 
DUNES HOTEL, tas vecas 


Booked Exclusively by IRVIN ARTHUR 
853 7th Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 




















RAJAH RABOID 


Mystery and Laughs Galore 


Direction: MILES INGALLS, New York 














Hollywood 


Rene Touzet at 
» { Be 
~ af y B 
Laura Lane £ 
) ( ot & 
iicstiel i 
: < is 
( ( 
( I ng Quintet 
> 4 
I lie Bruce Art & 
Dot rodd i bd i to 
( i of t 
I \ George 
Burns } " ! 
) ii > a 
\ r Ji Crosby Bros 
) kK at 1 » ara 
I v " for 24 
annie City 
Three Stooges r Pier 
e if A rhe Virtues, 
job Holiday, Dolinoff & The Raye 
Sisters. Gene Krupa Trio and 
Larry Elliot o in Aug. 9 througl 
Buddy Morrow orch it. 
\ l4 for a week Jackie 
Wilson yoked to new Coliseum 
Sil Austin o1 , ; 
Billy Marshall | Joy Lynn, Ray 
Snead Elsie \ on and Bob by 
Knowles i are 7 Hidea 
att rhe Dynatones plus 
Don Palmer & His Jet > Clox 
Alva & Frank added to Pad- 
Strong Bros. t 
Dorice Inge Norma Wallace, 
Nancy Kelly, Ned Walsh and Jack 
Verna at Hialeah Ed 
Buckley at Sandpiper Club... Lee 
Kane headlined at President's 
R the World Roon Ada 
Cavallo, Bob Kasha Trio and Verna 
Lee valk lounge of Shel- 
Pittsburgh 
Sammy Davis Jr. opened to big- 
t ance reservation list in 
] House history while Three 
Stooges in their t d week at the 
H 1a House are breaking the 
gross attendar record they set 
D nber. All this, and a steel 
strike, too. Still no nitery activ- 
ity downtown with Copa closed 
for good and New Arena readying 
900 er for ] opening 
Dornan Bros. flew in from Ankara 
for Jack Paar stir 
Detroit 
Sammy Davis Jr. headlines Elm 


wood Casino show . Comedienne 


Roostertail 


Dory Sinclair at : 

Falcon Lounge joins growing swing 
hereabouts to strippers . Dinah 
Washington into Flame Show Bar 


Singer Gloria Dee at Brass Rail 
; Songstress Cathy Johnson 
stays at Knife & Fork Club 
Don Pablo orch at Thunderbird 


The Playmates continue at Top 
Hat in Windsor 
Dallas 
Statler-Hilton Hotel, with Paul 
Mazursky opening two frames Aug 


6, has dated Marty Allen & Steve 











Rossi for Sept. 17-30: Tony Ben- 
nett for Oct. 1-14 and Marguerite 
Piazza, Oct. 15-28 Judy Scott 
eturns in December for her third 
date in Iphus Hotel's Centers 
Rot Danny Marshall, ging 
88er at La Cabana, also bo ught a 
piece of the privatery Sylvia 
Phillips, canary, into Fitzgerald's 
staurant as first attraction 
Singer ‘Lisa Carroll opened Mon- 
da 3) at Club 3525 for a fort- 
night’s run . Johnny Bachemin, 
ading his o1 wn miniature produc- 
n at the Colony Club, will team 
vith Breck Wall, producer of the 
Bottoms Uy revue across the 
street at Adolphus Century Room 
Bachemin will headline Wall's 
ow early next year in a 25-min- 
e stint. ., J. David Nichols has 
set Andrews Sisters, Professor 
Backw ards, Harry Blackstone Jr. 
if es Elgart’s band for two shows 
28 in ertes s Music Hall 
two shows Aug. 31 at State 
ic Hall, with other acts to 





Loca al show is sponsored 

Civil Air Patrol Longhorn 
anch has a rock ’n’ roll package 
10, with Clyde MecPhatter, Bo 


Diddley, The Crests, Chubby Deck- 


er and Paul Williams band .. . Ted 
Stanford, ist on Ted Weems 
d’s Wynne album, “Heartaches 
in Hi-F to Ne York to etch an 
9 of solos for Wynne . 
Juan Alvarado, singing guitarist 
S ed fr the Flamboyen cof- 
e se to the new Spindletory 
ate ; Al Dupre, 88i1 g bari- 
feat at neé 20t h Century 

e! ber p spot 
Dick & Carol Smith | set for six 
eeks the —— Floo intime 
erfo { own- 
Dic k & Kiz mai are vacation- 
ng George Mossi’s dixiel and 
Chain. Gone back to the midtown 
for indefinite stay 
Dick Chase & Bud Mitchell 


k at Glen 


» 
side Stuli—V aude 
I ynstru of tl lorf H N.Y 
be yg t é ] 
+} | ’ y j 
Ww A hs] } 4 S 
tendance a 2 iece Meyer Day band to heighten th 
t of the Willi Zeckendorfs Sr. and 
A t e€ » Ss a dir ¥ roo f a buffet d 
! a I Clauc C..2 ip » will be in charge 
e new i ¥ I e s of t! a ruction of Toots 
Shors, the f on es was tele sed on the “Today 
( The bi ainted as a baseball, and Shor 
self was tl t e the firs Ww Was ick tha 
oO his fo 
The Gre I Fert N.Y., is starting a porgram of 
ploiting the i ay pre ims. Two platter pilots, Gene K 
WAEB, Aller and S Richards, WILD, Bostor will sper 
a week eac! t tapi ntervie t uests and celebs f 
broadcas ate I l€ 1 do six shows, and afterward, o 
In cities yn 4 ibie segment of the Grossinger client 
based, will be 0 ive shows emanate trom there 
. 
Omitted in Sue I caption ad in VarRrety la week was the fa 
that she headline a two-week engagement at the Elmwood Casi! 
Windsor, Ontar 
7 K office f rds a » from t ( 
bridge (Engla ident Press & Chronicle anent theatre manags 
J. Go n Bo ention of a screw propeller which can be fitt 
ny size t ng in an increase in speed and a sta 
cut in fuel ¢ Bostock now manages the Regal C 
St. Ives. Hu wned bi s famil 
In e ne e l¢ lle Gordon & ( ide Bost k had 
“sixth floor’ Keit \lbee booking franchise. For many years they mar 
aged Laurel & Hardy whom they originally brought over > from Englanc 
produced many e flash acts, among them Bostock’s Riding Scho 
Brother Claude Bostock now resides on the Coast 
Incidentally, says Kirby, his- boss, Pat Casey, one of the powers 
yesteryear’s bigtime vaudeville, is now 86, “full of vigor as ever,” res 
ing in Springfield, Mass., where he has local realty id other business 
rests. He es New York every fornight or so; Casey still mai 


| te 
tains an office in Ne 
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York's Central Park South 

















THE COMPASS 
PLAYERS 


Score 
in their first 24r7ETY Review... 








Crystal Palace Among ‘em, the four pro 
oo 7 F tagonists have a _ bottomless 
St. Louis, y 2 b 2 “ 
: pag of tricks and are as com- 
s rs (4); $1-$2 fortably at home with im 
aa provisational skits pulled out 
——- of thin air from {mpromptu 
, : “ "a suggestions by patrons as they 
nd ake akin tne afin ares with their” penetrating 
5 rehearsed looks at the con 
Compass Players in Chicago, temporary scene. 
lee tex & < _ oe ee Among the latter shenanl 
~eaces pps tg gans, there are some high 
Pala Seger omg arian hilarity moments well calcu 
sere diay St. ii lated to make a sunshine boy 
- ; out of the most devout char 
see Pie geht es t member of the sourpuss 
7 . > cult Especially memorable 
“ saad Fre , a, habit is ob. 22. this convulsive category 
ictnom “ comneiainins , on ~a are a wonde rfully obstreper 
7 a “* ous family finally tamed down 
Pa ~e y- aa = by tranquilizers and a string 
oe ~ of satires on old movies, in 
aetiieiaealil ; “8 en cluding a classic bit which 
“e “ee ° *- kids the toreador pants off the 
ns — dance ever OT1 veddy, veddy serious business 
“tO5 “ Aubae “ of bullfighting 
" a E, ; ” The Compass people will be 
= ¢ hand all summer and will 
Four immensely talented be keeping a canny eye on 
sprites—Alan Ark Anne repeat business with a con 
Meara Nanc) Pr er nd stantly changing kaleidoscope 
J § f ake ) e of material And, of course 
g I f i€ oducing- they already have a _ head 
dire g guk ce of Shep- start in that department with 
r of ( a theatrical their improvisations based on 
ff « e said, “If David is audience suggestions which 
eir Shephe ey s t are natural different every 
session Bob. 











September: 
December: 


HUNGRY i, San Francisco 


CLOISTERS, Hollywood 


Booked Exclusively by IRVIN ARTHUR 
853 7th Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 











The DEEP RIVER BOYS . 


Starring HARRY DOUGLASS 


lant Record Hit 


rrent Ga 


“| DON'T KNOW WHY" 





August 8th-lith 
INTERNATIONAL TOUR 
Belgium 


Kursaal 


D’Ostende, 





Pers. Mgr.: 


ED KIRKEBY 
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VOTE FOR 


JOEY ADAMS 


For President 
of A.G.V.A. 














American Guild of Variety Artists 


WE, THE COMMITTEE OF 300 


Urge All Members of the American Guild of Variety Artists 
TO VOTE FOR JOEY ADAMS 
For President of A.G.V.A. 


BECAUSE He Has Pledged to Carry Out His Platform 





THE JOEY ADAMS PLATFORM 





“Joey Adoms is the 
best one for the 
presidency becouse 
of his knowledge of 
show business. Some 
ere the people's 
choice, he is the oc- 
tor's choice becouse 
of his background 
and know-how of all 
the aspects of our 
industry. He knows 
the tricls and tribu- 
lations of the work- 
ing performer. He 
hos gone through oll 
of it himself in every 
phose and he knows 
whet we need ond 
how to go about 
getting things done 
for us.” 
(Signed) 
MILTON BERLE 








AS SOON AS | AM ELECTED I WILL WORK FOR: 





. A pension plan for variety artists. 

AGVA TV Auditions of the Air to show our 
talent. 

. | will go to government organizations, with 
the executives of AGVA and campaign for 
hundreds of hospital shows to be regularly 
produced and paid for by government agen- 
cies as they now do for other shows. 

. Paid auditions at leading nightclubs all over 
the country (like the old-time Leon & Eddie's). 
. With fellow executives as a committee, | will 
go to scores of industries, like General Mo- 
tors and Pepsi-Cola and ask them to appro- 
priate budgets to pay for hospital shows and 
children’s shows. 





GEORGIE PRICE 
“As former president of AGVA and Na- 
tional Board member, I believe Joey Adams 
will make a great president. I'm proud to 
support him. His humanitarian efforts in 
the past are commendable and I'm sure he'll 
use them now to help his own fellow per- 
formers.” 
SOPHIE TUCKER 
“Everybody leves Joey. So do I. 
fine boy and he'll do a fine job.” 
SAMMY DAVIS, JR. 
“A vote for Joey Adams will bring the type 
of recognition, dignity and stability that our 
profession so sorely needs, so I am voting 
for the man and the issues he stands for.” 
PHIL FOSTER 


“I feel that Joey has contributed so much 


He's a 





6. Return of vaudeville in some movie chains. 
| have already approached heads of both 
chains and they are ready to meet with us. 


7. Shows in supermarkets. | will appoint com- 
mittees to visit supermarkets and negotiate 
for week-end shows to spur their business. 
Its worth 5c a head to have people come with 
their children who will see shows while the 
parents shop. 


8. We will have a permanent committee to see 
every Congressman to demand lowering the 
28% niteclub tax which is strangling business 
and depriving the government itself of rev- 
enue. 


STATEMENTS FROM SOME MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE OF 300 


to the welfare of the actor without being in 
an official capacity. It’s time that actors ree- 
ognized his worth by making him president 
of the union and thus showing our regard 
and feeling for the man as well as the acior. 
He is our representative between the actors’ 
wants and the officials who are being paid by 
the actors.” 


CHARLIE DALE (Smith & Dale) 
... good. He will make the best presi- 
dent AGVA ever had.” 


MARTHA RAYE AND NICK CONDOS 

“Joey would be great as president. He is 
showbusiness himself. He struggled up by 
himself, he knows everyone in the business. 
He's an honest guy, he’s a good administra- 
tor and he makes better than a damn good 


Lid 


9. | will send a committee to the Lincoln Square 


Project to demand we get representation and 
appropriations, just as the music and the bal- 
let fields are now represented with budgets 
and their own theatre there. 


10. 1 will join a committee and go to Washington 


to demand that it sends out Variety units 
abroad, just as it now does with music, ballet, 
etc. Artists are the best good-will ambassa- 
dors. AGVA is full of them, our ambassadors 
can make the peoples of the world laugh and 
like us—this is the best kind of negotiation for 
peace and prosperity. |! will work for these 
new kind of appointments for our AGVA 


~problems. 


members. 


living. He does not need a salary. He's in 
solid with all the newspapermen and can go 
to them with our problems to get their aid. 


“With Cindy working with him it helps 
him be an even better president. She's been 
in showbusiness herself, she’s a writer and 
working with him is a great asset to get our 
work done. 


“Joey has worked in all phases of our busi- 
ness. He's been in the Borscht circuit and in 
the big-time and he understands the actor's 
He's proven that he will go out of 
his way to do what's right for the actors. He 
has patience, he will listen to whatever prob- 
lems come up and go to work on them. 
There’s nothing phony about Joey. Beth 
Nick and I are going to work for him.” 





COMMITTEE OF 300 FOR THE ELECTION OF JOEY ADAMS 


Roberta'Peters Larry Best 









Regina DeFoire Seymour Rexzeit 


George Price Sally Moore Beverly Jeon Buddy Walker Poul Bruun 
Robert Aida Jerry Morgan Sophie Tucker Lew Nelson Gil Rone and Stars Harry Mendoza Enzio Frelani Augie ond Margo The Wanderers 
Maxie Rosenbloom Dolores Wilson Betty George Tommy Edwards Crosby Sisters Red Buttons Jackie Heller Cy Reeves Alan ond Rossi 
Joey Bishop Robert Merrill Paul Hartman Alan Gale Charlie Dale Jock Malon Pat Rooney Christine Jorgenson Alon Drake 
Lew Parker Low Wills, Jr. Betty Kean Myron Cohen Will Waston Paul Duke Dorvas and Julia George de Witt Leon Fields 
Sid Gould Al Kelly Jane Kean Jock Durant Ice Show Internationa! Jon Bart The DeMarces Bobby Byron Armand Marion 
Hal March Martha Raye Poily Bergen Tony Foster Bob Melvin Irving Jacobson Lew Black Stan Irwin Tina Marie 
Milt Ross Nick Condos Lilo Tony Bennett Mae Schoenfeld Milt Moss Eddie Schaefer Mrs. Raich Raboid Buddy Hackett 
Leo Fuld Sammy Davis, Jr. Artie Don Morey Amsterdam Mickey Freeman Bas Sheva Jon if urray Joe E. Ross Alan Gale 
Bea Kalmus Don Tannen Jackie Konnon Irving Kupcinet Jackie Phillips Jo Ann Florio Jack Eigen Mitsike Morigal Mac Robbins 
Laya Roki Dagnior Andrews Sisters Lee Mortimer Al Bernie Michel Rosenberg Grete Thyssen Monique Van Yooren Norman and Deon 
Timmie Rogers Phil Foster Johnnie Ray Fronk Farrell Jackie Wakefield Beulah Bryant Barton Bros. Step Bros. Lee Berman 
Morey Amsterdam Gene Baylos Julius La Rosa Jim O'Cecnnor Billy Wells Sheila Borrett 3 Wiles Linda Hopkins Leslie Bros. 
Jackie Clarke Benny Fields Alon Dale Bernie Allen end the Four Fays Think-c-Drink Hoffman Sessue Hayakawa Jackie Miles Hal Fisher 

Leo Rivet 


Sid DeMay 


(THIS COMMITTEE IS STILL IN FORMATION) 
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Jule deli pre sentation with 
Ricky I a & Velvel, Rose Marie, 
Tony Franco, Doug Coudy Line 
(8), Pa Shelley & Frank Martt 


a) gs; $5.50 minimum. 

Jules Podell’s summertime 
pe ri cy is somewhat of a laboratory 
test to determine future head- 
ned With this bill, the Copa- 


cabana seem 


time. Ricky Lane and his 
ling dummy, Velvel, to- 
with Rose Marie, 
a heavily entertaining bill, 
that’s loaded’ with comedy. 
It’s been an axiom with the old- 
time bookers that a given card can 
never have too much comedy. In 
most cases, it’s been so, but with 
only two performers on a bill, a 
bil of competition is automatically 
set up, and comparisons are inevit- 
ble 
y The only debatable aspect of this 
bill is the routining. Either act | 
could open. As it now stands, Rose 





one 


Marie is the opener. This former | 
child star has long since dropped | 
the Baby in front of her handle. | 


and comedienne of | 
She relies pri- | 


She is a sirmlger 
tasie and maturity. 


to have two perform- | 
ho n be transposed to the} 


constitute | 


! 


marily on special material and | 
there are stretches of comedy | 
monolog when she sceres ef- | 
fectively. The mixture of gab and | 

| 


song aa a unique brand of drunk 
makes 
fective here, and she’s 
uncertain terms. 

Lane is one of the hot ventrilo- 
quists around today. 
impudent dummy, 
Yiddish accent, is a funny innova- 
tion Besides being an expert tech- 
nician, Lane is able to give the 
woodcarving an impression of be- 
ing an ad libber. It's a smooth, able 
and very funny job that he dves 
on this floor. 

A 1941 New Act review on Rich- 
ard Lane, who was caught at the 
Roxy, indicated no dialect and 
stated that the turn lacked novelty. 
In his present act, Velvel admits 
that he used to talk English, but he 
couldn't get a job. Apparently the 
accent gave Lane the desired 
novelty and prosperity simultane- 


siories 
a hit in no 











her particularly ef- | 


His brash.and | 
speaking with a| 


duce themselves while singing 
“Hello.” Otber numbers include 
“Mack The Kaife,” “Blues in the 


Night,’ a spiritual-folk mediey of 
“Noah.” “The Fox” and “Joshua,” 
“We Thought About the Act 
(which features a smooth bit of 
terping), and “This Was a Lovely 
Way to Spend an Evening.” Solo 


Lindsay does “In a Little Spanish 
Town,” Phillip “You Are Too Beau- 
tiful,”” Dennis “Old Man River” and 
Gary “Baltimore Oriole.” The elder 
Gary, sparkplug of the team, per- 
formed like a vet at the opening 
show despite the fact that he de- 
veloped a serious nosebleed half- 


way through the act. To sum up: 
The Crosby quartet is a power- 


house for any nitery or theatre. 
The Ashtons (6) balance the bill, 
and draw brisk mitting for their 
fast and furious demos of tumb ing 
Opening production number con- 
cocted by Shaw-Hitchcock is a flap- 
per-era version of the Cinderella 
story, and is notable in that it 
| introduces a_redhaired looker 
named Mary Doyle who should be 
investigated by producers seeking 
star material. The top-talented 
|terper gets fine assistance from 
| Dale Babcock in the pedal depart- 
ment and from Cathy Stuart on 
vocals. The Stan Irwin production 





is in for four frames. Duke. 
Riverside, Reno 
Reno, July 31. 
Betty Kean & Lew Parker, Fly 
ing DePauls (6), Starlets (8), Ed- 
die Fitzpatrick Orch (10); $2 min 
imum. 
With only their-television ex- 
posure to give locals any idea of 
the Kean & Parker talent, the 


opening night turnout was not a 
b.o. smash, but auditors got a 
sampling of what can well make 
the duo top contenders on the 
saloon circuit. The two (Mr. and 
Mrs. in real life) work through a 
high-key routine in this debut at 
the Riverside that includes both 
the topical stuff and sketches that 
hit deep in the yock department. 

Blonde Betty Kean onstages 
full fur with enormous cigar 


in 
In 


| hand that leaves tables wondering, 


| but the two quickly set the pace 


ously. It’s solidly entertaining here, 
even after a comparatively slow With a spoof of buxom > Italian 
start ee an gg = a 
The rest ¢ show i carry-|from “My Fair Lady. e two 
ov ong Rhy SS ee with |command heaviest endorsement 
Billy Livingston costumes and| with an interpretation of hubby 
with Tony Franco doing the Al/ taking wife to a plush — for 
Poster & Kee asselle tunes,| am anniversary party, and wife 
oe fot precy Pesce eg pop complaining as_ she 
duction. The showbacking is cap- | 200zes 
ably done by Paul Shelley and| Duo also rates with impresh of 
Frank Marti provides the Latin! the Bickersons, a couple at home 
dance tunes. Jose. |in bed with the male snoring and 
| the distaffer gabbing; and a take- 
Sahara. Las Vegas | off on a “Person to Person” inter- 
: pe _ | view. 
— Las Ve ee Opening are the Flying DePauls, 
C v4 Bros. (4), é = i | six galsin a circus-paced tumbling- 
(6). Mary Doyle, Dale Babcock, | a oro offering that rates constant 
Cathy Stuart, Saharem Dancers.) attention. The sextet is practiced 
Louis Basil Orch (13); produced | 9n numerous and varied solo turns 
by Stan Irwen; choreography by! and work together for pyramiding 
Shaw-Hitcheock; costumes by Lloyd | and other group routines. Bracket- 
Lambert; scenery by Fred Stone;|ing the show are the Starlets in 
$3 niini n | all-new Moro-Landis productions 
—_—— | Eddie Fitzpatrick provides. the 
Even if the Crosby Bros. had music for the entire production 
another name, their new act would | and customer dancing. Current bill 
have to be recorded as a definite | runs through Aug. 12. Long. 
click—strictly a bigtime block- | pe BET 
buster attraction from all angles. 
True, the Crosby name helps, be- Gatineau, Ottawa 


cause a lot of the very funny dialog 
is centered around the fact that 
the boys don’t mind kidding them- 
selves and their relationship with 


Dad rhat’s the most applause 
we've heard since we told the old 
man we were leaving home.”) bg 4 
name will also come in handy 
during curiosity seekers, 

whom undoubtedly were 

Conge Room opening night when | 
1,354 

ty shows 

record tor a preem. 

Otherwise, the act can certainly | reach 
stand on its own merits. Each of 
he Bing boys—Gary, Phillip, Den- 

Lindsay—has inherited the 


nis and 

t talents, and each has a 
personality different from 
the others which blends into a 





| 


{ 





high entertaining quartet. | 

Wisely, the Crosby’s have se-| 
lected some of the topnotch pros in 
the biz to help them mold the act. | 
Nick Castle, responsible for the} 
brilliant staging and directing, did | 
an outstanding job of helming?| 


With Castile cracking the whip, the 


boys emerge as dandy dancers, 
weaving movement, pacing and| 
timing just right for the entire 
turn. The lighting is imaginative, | 
adding to the overall effectiveness 
of the song & dance skits punc-| 
tuated with pater. Special nods 
should go to Bill Thompson, who | 
cleffed the hip vocal arrangements, | 
and to Jack Brooks and Harry| 
Crane, writers of the act. Maestro | 
Dick Stabile is a strong asset as} 
he masterfully batons the song- 
ology, fronting the Louis Basil orch 


(13 


As a fast opener, the boys intro-| 





Ottawa, July 31. 

Dorothy Kramer 
Roger Palmer 
Thomas Orch 


Jack Carter 
Dancers (4) with 
Barry Dale, Russ 
; $2 admission. 


Temperatures and humidity both 
ranged around the 90 mark when 


some of Jack Carter made his Ottawa-area 
in the/ debut (30) at the Gatineau Club 


but more than 800 persons col- 


persons showed up for the} lected to give him a sweltering but 
breaking the hotel's! big-mitting reception. Business is 


expected to build from opener to 
the club’s 1,000-capacity 
over the weekend, and hoid high to 
Carter's closer (5). 


Although this is Carter's first 
local booking, he had plenty ad- 
vance exposure via_ television 
chiefly the Ed Sullivan Show 
which helped draw business. In- 
serting some chant and terp 
comic's stint draws constant mitts 
and laughs. He brings a lot of new 
material here but even w.k. stuff 


benefits from his expert handling 
He could do no wrong; tablesitters 
even applauded gags they didn’t 
get, and hauled him back for more 
after he had worked more than 60 
minutes in oppressive heat which 
incidentally, he made the most of 
in ad lib. 

Same bill brings the Dorothy 
Kramer Dancers, with Roger Pal- 
mer, for a 30-day booking. Unit is 
on twice each show with modern 
and Afro-Cuban routines. Barry 
Dale, held over as emcee, gets to 
chant solo in four tunes. Russ 
Thomas house band showbacks and 
plays for dancing and Kay Denison 
chirps and 88s in the lounge. 

Gorm. 


| 


E! Rancho, Las Vegas 

Las Vegas, July 29 
‘ I I La Nue Eve,” 
Ja " ( stine Fraser, 
D f U ll ) ented by 

B an; $4 minimum, 
Turf follower Joe E. Lewis is 
teamed in the Opera House here 
a handsome bunch of fillies 
from France—and the show is a 
winner by several lengths. The 
Parisian half of the bill, “La Nue 
Eve,” is a neat balancer for Lewis, | 
whose classic comedy comes across 
better than ever. He's blanketed 
with yocks for his parodies which 
include “70 Sex Hormones” and a 
dandy newie called “How Do You 


Handicap A Dame?” 
his cocktail filter invention which 
takes out all the harmful ingredi- 
ents from a drink “like ice and 
water.’ and somehow manages to 
ton his own gags. As 
Austin Mack is his 


nsistentl 





Les Girls de Paris’—14 dancers 
mannikins—present three 
fast-stepping production 
which are lavishly and 
costumed. The girls are 
exceptionally attractive. and their 

with notable pre- 


is done 
blonde looker, 
g for her Frenchy 
she’s a performer with 
potential. Christine Fraser, 
lipygian exotic — an excit- 
Show. set for five weeks, 
backed by th e Dick Rice 

Duke 


Caire, a 
k mitting 
solocv— 


wins bris 
son 
creat 
aca 
ing 
is capably 
orch., 


strip 


Americana. Miami B. 
Miami Beach, Aug. 1 
assell ‘ith Al Foster), 
Martin Orch; 


Keefe Br 
Betty Madigan, Lee 


$3.50-$6.59 minimun 


4 familiar and a new face on 
the cafe circuit here tote up a 
breezy, tune-packed package in t!.e 
current Bal Masque show that 
never lets up throughout a bright 
80-minute session 

Keefe Brasselle is 
first appearance 


making his 
in these parts and 
going on the enthusiasm the per- 
sonable guy up, it won't be 
his last. Since he lacks what can be 
labelled a “big” voice, his canny 
stagers and writers have taken the 
talent for rhythmic values and 
triple-tempoed lyrics the filmster 


stirs 


He tells about | 


ling, hoofing and trading jibes 

She's the energetic type, the true 
trouper, while Lessy complements 
her talents with his floppy move- 
}ments and popcorn juggling. It’s 
|} One act that could never split up 
and each go their own way. The! 
saloonatics would never condone a 
break, they are so closely tied 

Their comedy turn t could be 
called the Comic & The Chorus 
Girl—is a riot of tun and insur- 
ance against Grey’s usual humor- 
ous references to arsonous tenden- 

cies. 

As for Gray, he's the same little 

mime with a fund of stories that 

| get their strongest impetus from 

his telling, with o casionsl lapses | 
into dish dialect that requires 

explaining to an saluiielal ring- 

sider. None works any harder or 

gets more yocks (what some of the 


| table of 


been doing for yez 





tv comics would give for such bois- 
tering!). At the opener was a 
teenagers and that toned 
down his otherwise raucous excur- 
sions into more indelicate subjects 


His manner of delivery gets him 
| laughs, no matter what 

Jack Hilliard, a booming bari- 
tone, works well as a straight and 


seems to possess in abundance and | 


that, for sheer 
would exhaust 
performers. Bras- 
to the demands of 
such tailored material that con- 
tains the personal touch from intro 
ditty through a sock piece, with 
clever lyrics to match 
fter tossing off a ballad for 
change of pace, he hits peak re- 
turns with his carbons of Durante, 
Jolson and, of course, Cantor; he 
winds into a begoff. Warmth and 
g appeal to the femmes 
and well with males via a 
cheerful, want-to-please attitude 
What gab he inserts is handled 
smoothly and indicates more of 
same on the humorous vein could 
led to round out what is now 
a solid nitery and a 
video variety 
Betty Madigan pre 
a fast pace for 
The Elizabeth 


tailored him an act 
drive requirements 
most other cafe 
selle ids up 


rd OOKS 


sets 


be adc 


stint 


edes, and sets 
Brasselle to follow 
Taylorish looker is 


| a fave in this territory and scores 


bet for) 


again with her bouncy beats, adroit 

ladings and all-outs such as a 
‘Saints Come Marching In.” 
Smartly gowned and coiffed, she 
has the visual appeal that marks | 
the vaudeo candidates who can 


belt a pop or 
the younger 


special with any of 
thrush brigade 


Lee Martin and his crew back 
smartly, with Al Foster a plus at 
the 88 and as batoneer for Bras- 
selle, whose act he has master- 
minded and helped write and g«r- 
range. Due end of week are Billy 
Daniels and Ricky Dunn. Lary. 


Band Box, H’wood 
Hollywood, July 29. 
itti Moore, Ben Lessy, Billy 





Gray, Ja Hilliard, Bob Bailey 
Combo (3); $3 minimum 

They haven't changed much, 
neither has their material, after 


periodic visits the past eight years 
at this hong fun factory, but if 
the nightowls had a choice they'd 
sti pick Patti Moore and Ben 


ssy, with a hearty assist from 
the proprietor, Billy Gray. It’s a 
fast two-week booking for them 


before they 


depart for the east for 
nitery work and a tv pilot. Gray, 
however, isn’t going anywhere, so 
he'll be on view twice nightly with 


his dialect monolog that has a 
way of breaking up people, mostly 
the smart crowd that frequents this 
hospice of howlarity 

Hang out the names of this trio 
and along about 9 the line starts 
forming, to be followed by a longer 
queue toward midnight. It’s strictly 
for laughs, the kind that rock the 
risibilities and keep the bar busy. 


uncorks pipes that thunder through 
the room. His voice would reach 
every corner of the Shrine aud but 
withal the fine quality of a light 
opera singer, from which he de- 
toured to the saloon circuit. Gray 
winds up things with a takeoff en- 
masse of the Russian ballet craze, 
a holdover from past perform- 


ances. Bob Bailey's trio sounds off 
with instruments to keep the mood 
hot and jazzy Helm. 
Fountainhead, 
New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., July 31. 
Alan Dale, Sid Gould, Bonnie 
Marie, Johnny Crawford, Mickey 
Rodgers Combo (5 $5 minimun 


In this rock ‘n’ 
vocalists, it’s a 
pro like Alan Dale work at 


roll era of offkey 
pleasure to see a 


a mike 


Here is a performer with taste and 
sincerity—and he sings in tune 
He can sing casually and pleas- 
antly on tunes like “It Must Be 
True” and “Come Rain or Shine’ 
o1 he can belt on his “Laugh Clown 
Laugh” which he _ segues into 
“Pagliacci.” He even does a semi- 
jazz singer bit on “Lulu’s Back in 


Town.’ 

Dale scores 
preshes of 
Cornell, 
Durante, 
tin and 


accurate im- 
Monroe 


on 

Vaughn 
Tony Martin Jimmy 
Billy Eckstine, Dean Mar- 
Frankie Laine. He sings 
amazingly like each of these’ art- 
ists but overaccents their unique 
features such as Dean's casualness 
and Laine’s exuberance. 


Sid Gould, making his 


In comi 
second appearance at the Foun- 
tainhead this summer, Dale found 


a man he could do some clowning 
with. 


Gould {fs a whimsical man and 
his humor is easy to take. A cold 
midnight crowd greeted him on 
Friday (31) and he had to pull out 
his familiar game of playing names 
of oldtime film stars with the audi- 
ence. This warmed them up and 
they really got with him when he 
sang his song about things and 
persons named Morris from 
Morris Singer («the Foutainhead 
owner) to the Morris chair and 
Morris Plan 

Bonnie Marie is a young, dark- 
haired, dark-eyed  hoofe: who 
knows her way around a dance 
floor. Johnny Crawford is emcee 
and the Mickey Rodgers ymbo 
getting a better sound each week 
backs the acts and plays for danc- 
ing. Bitt. 


Little Nugget. Omaha 


Omaha, Aug. 1 

Bob Darch; no cover or mini 
mur, 

Biggest nitery hit to play Omaha 
in several semesters is ‘Ragtime’ 
Bob Darch and his honkytonk 
piano, fitting in excellently with 
the oldtime atmosphere of the 
Sheraton - Fontenelle’s elaborate 


‘Moore and Lessy do what they've | 


new Little Nugget room 
with gaudy vest, 


Complete 
sleeve protectors. 


crimson armbands, strawhat and 
cuspidor, Darch bangs away at his 
88er, which has signs and drawings 


painted all over it. 

While Darch isn’t a particularly 
outstanding pianist, his gimmicks 
more than make up for any short- 
comings. One second he’s offering 
free snuff to the ladies and the 
next is giving a five-minute de- 
scription of how a certain song was 
composed, where it was printed, 
etc. 

Darch’s gags are chiefly corny, 
but the customers don’t mind. His 
music is strictly from the 1890- 
1915 period and if he repeats dur- 


ing his four-hour stretch, it’s usu- 
ally his favorite, {Flicker Red 
Rag.” Big excellent: Tromp. 


ars; joshing, sing- 


| funny 


+ 


| 


Fairment, San Franeisee 


San Francisco, July 29 
George Gobel, Carla Albergh ettt 
Leslie Sheldon Ernie Heckscher 
Orch (11); $2.50 cover. 


George Gobel’s low-keyed com- 
edy knocks out capacity crowd in 
his Frisco nitery debut at the Fair- 
mont’s big Venetian Room. 

Gobel comes on and for 30 min- 
utes tells stories in his own inimit- 


able fashion—audience roars at 
anecdotes about comic’s drinking, 
about Las Vegas, about Gobel’s 
show biz break-in at “Hoople, 
N.D..” and, especially, about a 
mythical show biz act entitled 
“Lafe Tate and Pig.” Material is 


wonderful—for Gobel—and he also 
manages to work in his old, trade- 
mark phrases. He winds up this 
part of act by NOT singing most of 
“Old Irish Mother of Mine,” an- 
other bit which rates a huge laugh. 
Carla Alberghetti, whom Gobel 
describes as a “protegee,” comes 
on next in a beautiful white gown 
and does three numbers. This strik- 
ing brunet soprano specializes in 
opera—cne of her numbers was 
Mimi's Song from “La Boheme”’— 
and she winds up with “I Could 
Have Danced All Night,” gets a 
very big hand. She sings well and 
only possible criticism is that she 
needn’t have used mike, since her 
voice is big enough to fill even a 
large room like the Venetian 
Gobel returns for some tom- 
foolery with Leslie Sheldon, a 
tall, stacked blonde whom he de- 
scribes as his “guitar  bringer- 
outer He sings, straight, “Soon 
I'll Wed My Love,” kids Ernie 
| Heckscher’s good band a bit and 
|winds up 64-minute act doing a 
duet with Miss Alberghetti 
on “You Are My Sunshine.” This 
show figures to keep Venetian 
Room packed through final night, 
Aug. 19 Stef 


Slate Bres.. L. A. 
Los Angeles, July 28 
Dave Gardner Bob Newh irk 
The Players (4 - $1 cor 


Newkirk, wv hose e voice is solid in 
the lower register and acceptable 
as it climbs toward falsetto, comes 
on big and stays that way. belting 
such beltable tunes as “Birth of 
the Blues,” “I Get a Kick Out of 
You,” “Granada.” and “I Can't 
Give You Anything But Love,” 
backed imaginatively by the Play- 


stage personality, however, 
appears to be a creation of pure 
technique which effectively exudes 
great self-confidence but which 
also suggests conceit. He grins 
crookedly, flashes his eyes and 
loosens his tie, gestures which 
should seem spontaneous. In this 
case they appear calculated for ef- 


fect, thereby destroying their ef- 
fectiveness. 

The young actor-singer, despite 
these criticisms, looks like a 
comer. He has looks and a voice 
with lots of power. As is, he's 


entertaining, but if he can develop 
a more natural delivery he can go 
all the way to the top. 

Dave Gardner, iconoclastie 
comic, will hold over for one week 
as headliner. To ask an iconoclast 
to alter his material would be to 
destroy his value, but it's un- 
fortunate that Gardner's wit ap- 
pears to support racial bigotry. 
His burlesque of supposed Negro 
folkways would be more in the 
iconoclastic tradition if he pre- 
sented it to a Negro audience, 
should he dare. Glen, 


Cerk Club, Houston 
Houston, July 27. 
Cannon, Mel Arvin 
no cover or minimum. 


Maureen 
Orch (5 

Maureen Cannon 
good, versatile voice, a personality 
as winning as a royal flush with 
an effervescent style to rake in top 
returns in her second club date in 
Houston. A_ polished performer, 
Miss Cannon plays best to an in- 
timate aud, which she has here. 

Opening with “Shine On Your 
Shoes,” femme moves easily 
through varied repertoire of “If I 
Could Be With You,” “Don't Take 
Your Love From Me,” “Sister 
Kate,” “Till There Was You,” spe- 
cial material of “I Belong To Glas- 
gow,” “Oh Johnny,” and closing 
“Bill Bailey.” She does some cruis- 
ing among the tables, which comes 
of better then most, as her seem- 
ingly good humor is _ infectious. 
Style runs from the lowdown used 
in “Sister Kate’ through the Scot- 
tish accent—backed by tam, scarf 
and cane props—of “I Belong To 
Glasgow,” the balled style of “Till 


parlays her 


There Was You” to the foot-stamp- 
ing begoff. 

Mel Arvin orch, a very good 
small combo, has fine touch with 


thrush’s arrangements, and makes 


customer terping a pl@asure. 
Skip. 
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Chateau Madrid, N. , 


Pepe Lara, Cuarteto Triana, An- 


gel Mancheno, Juan Mejia, Ramon | 


Echauz, Ralph Font & Panchito 
Orchs; $5-$6 minimum. 


Angel Lopez has one of the best 
bills in some time at his Latin 
emporium. It’s a packaged show 
headed by singer Pepe Lara, who 
has surrounded himself with some 
prime dancers and 
ists, and provides an excellent and 
exciting Mend of entertaining. 

Lara is a former member of Los 
Chavales de Espana ‘(The Kids 
from Spain) who have played the 
prime spots in the area for a num- 
ber of years. Having gone into 
business for himself, he has 
gathered together a flock of enter- 
tainers; this not only serves to 
create a self-contained revue but 
functions as a showcase which re- 
prises his former environment to 
a certain extent. 

Lara is a 


pleasant singer 


make the grade om either score. 
His comedy is embarrassing and 
his tricks are slow and belong in 
the “talented amateur” 

Dottie Turner is a shapely red- 


| head who does a record act, a la 


instrumental-. 


possessed of looks, romantic Latin | 


garb, but seemingly weighted down 
with the responsibility of making 
good in a new venture. Once he 
gets this enterprise humming, the 
effect on his pipes will be notice- 
able. He lacks the ease of his for- 
mer association. Nonetheless, there 
is still a lot to commend him. He 
handies a romantic Spanish tune, 
and several in English with finesse 
and delicacy and some even with 
a degree of robustness. He will get 
along in single harness. 

Of his surrounding talent, there 

re some outstanding moments. 
*s Cuarteto Triana, who delve in- 
to flamenco as well as classical 
Iberian terps, display skill and 
fire. The two couples comprising 
this turn are good at the ensemble 
work, provide an integrated and 
entertaining series of dances which 
are well costumed and performed 
Their topper is the Jota Aragonesa, 
a picturesque country dance, and 
La Gitana, performed with the 
others in the troupe. 

Another exciting effort is by 
Angel Mancheno, a lither terper 
who works with skill and vigor. 
There are some wild moments. He 
captures the fire and ardor of the 
flamenco and hits an applause 
jackpot in two brief efforts. The 
musical backing is topped by Ra- 
mon Echauz, conducting the Ralph 
Font band, and Juan Mejia plays a 
strong guitar to accompany several 
numbers. The relief music is by 
Panchito, and the Latin dancers 
seemingly get their money's worth. 

Jose. 


Meulin Rouge. S. F. 
San Francisco, July 29. 
Carol King, Kitty Cole Quartet, 
Lee Arnoux, Tommy Conine Trio, 
Fran O’Brien, Dottie Turner, Ed- 
die Troy, Maynard Meyer Orch 
(4); $1 admission. 
This is a new nightspot, seating 
around 175, and its two-hour show 


Betty Boop, to give Maynard 
Meyer's little orch required AFM 
rest period. 

Emcee Eddie Troy is a throw- 
back to baggypants burlesque who 
1s supposed to tell a few jokes be- 
tween acts and keep show moving 
along. He does exactly the oppo- 
site. He delays show terribly and, 
even worse, is an inept storyteller. 

Show, which runs through Aug. 
9, has to be tightened greatly and 
owners should consider hiring a 
single w.k. name to get top billing 
(all billing is now equal) and to 
serve as show's focus Stef. 


Arpeggie. N. Y. 
Bernard Peiffer Trio, Vic Dick 
kenson Quartet, Lucille Howard; 
$3.50 minimum weekdays, $4.50 
weekends. 





Although Bernard Peiffer and 
Vie Dickenson are not new to the 
Gotham jazz scene, the Arpeggio 
is. With New York currently on a 
jazz upbeat, the Arpeggio looks 
like a going concern right from the 
outset. 

Main thing going for the room 
is its setup. It’s decored with chic 


and plenty of room at the bar or | 


in the dining area to allow for 
comfortable tippling, eating and 
listening. Designed by Rudi Ben- 
sch, his first cafe job, the room is 
airy and pleasing and a far cry 
from the layout of the cellar cribs 
usually associated with a jazz pres- 
entation. Spot is owned by Willie 
Shore, Michael Macario and Irving 
Beck who've put as much stress on 
the menu as the music. In all it 
adds up to one of the most com- 
fortable spots in town to dig the 
beat. 

Bernard Peiffer once again dem- 
onstrates that he’s a slick keyboard 
performer. Working with Dick 
Scott (drums) and Ernie Furtardo 
(bass), Peiffer establishes a neat 
sound that’s easy to take. He works 
through a familiar book that even 
those who aren't too familiar with 
jazz interpolations can understand 

Sharing the podium with Peiffer 
is the Vic Dickenson Quartet. With 
the maetsro on trombone, combo is 
made up of Gene Smith (drums), 
Vinnie Burke (bass) and Lou Car- 
ter ‘piano). The boys, all top in- 
strumentalists, whip up a musical 
storm in unison and stir up excite- 
ment when they're off on solo 
licks. Combo has a musical flair 
and delivers enough musical imag- 


‘ination to hold tabler interest. 


substantiates the fact that a club) 


simply can’t book a number of acts 
and open its doors. That is, a show 
has to be planned, built carefully 
and rehearsed to some extent, at 
least. 

Bits of this show are well-re 
ceived: other parts bom horribly. 
Overall, the pace is slow, which is 
partially attributable to the fact 
that owners Meyer Neft and Dave 
Rapken are trying to operate on a 
continuous policy. Unfortunately, 
they don’t have or can’t afford the 
talent necessary for this kind of 
policy. 

Carol King is a sinuous, sexy 
brunet who dances. She comes on 
in a Spanish costume, later 
switches to a gold lame gown and 
winds up in what can best be de- 
scribed as a sort of African native’s 
costume. She writhes and wriggles 
to a variety of music—this is one 
cut removed from a strip act—and 
gets a fair hand. The main attrib- 
utes of her dancing are an eye- 
popping bust and hips. 

The Kitty Cole Quartet does a 
mildly pleasant turn singing a 
number of standards and specia)l- 
ties and it improves as Miss Cole 
and her three male companions 
warm up. They get generous ap- 
plause. (See New Acts.) 

Lee Arnoux is a stacked brunet- 
looker in a silver-grey sheath who 
tries hard to beR songs — “Sing 
You Sinners,” “Black Coffee.” “A 
Good Man Is Hard to Find,” 


“Hello, My Baby,” “I Wish I Could | offered precision routines in the | 


Shimmy Like My Sister Kate.” On 
last number she shimmies, a little. 


But she doesn’t sing very well, and! jing look for the nitery set, and | 


audience knows it. 
‘Lommy Contne Trio, a fine male 


| 
j 


i the 


j 


} 


At the keyboard during the ear- 
lier cocktail hour is Lucille How- 
ard who demonstrates that she 
knows her way around pop stand- 
ards and showtunes Gros. 








Harrah's. Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe, July 28. 
Kay Starr, Stanley Boys (3), 
Mulcays (2), Steiner Bros. (3), 
Leighton Noble Orch (10); $2 min- 
imum. 





To hang the name of Kay Starr 
on any marquee in the Reno-Lake 
Tahoe area assures better than 


just good b.o —and in this reprise | 


she effortlessly proves she’s lost 
none of the lure that keeps the 
rope up for both shows each night. 
And Miss Starr's a name that 
draws both locals and tourist with 
that extra buck that can be left at 
the tables. 

Miss Starr has changed her rou- 
tine only a bit from the last time 
around, and auditors’ encourage- 
ment indicates she needs only one 
or two new titles each time to pre- 
vent dofng a carbon. For the rest 
of her turn it’s her big hits that 
tablers give the heaviest palming, 
such as “Wheel Of Fortune.” “Side 
By Side” and “What Can I Tell My 
Heart.” She is ably backed in the 
vocal department by the smooth 
harmonics of the Stanley Boys. 

The Mulcays, a mixed harmonica 
team ‘Mr. and Mrs. in real life), 
show talent with a repertoire in- 
cluding “Caravan” and “Zing Went 
The Strings of My Heart.” With 
Mulcays the appeal is both 
visual and vocal. 

The Steiner Bros.., 
on this playback in the Reno- 
Tahoe area show they've done 
much rehearsal, albeit the last trip 


is 


age 13 to 17, 


terp Cepartment that were near 
flawless. The lads have a refresh- 


their choreog is top league. The 
three have great potential, and 


tap dancer and _ two- long-legged | with expert handling should have 


girl assistants, offer best act of the 
show and rate a hefty ovation from 
customers. (Reviewed under New 
Acts.) 

Fran O’Brien is billed as 
comedy magician” 


and doesn't 


t 


no trouble in holding dates in only 
the class rooms. 

Entire show is under the critical 
baton of Leighton Noble. Show 
runs through Aug. 9 with Liberace 
scheduled to follow. Long. 


category. | 


Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


(FOLLOWUP) 

The Donn Arden marathon pro- 
duction at the E. M. Loew-Eddie 
Risman nitery is being given 
mighty boost by the engagement 
of Vivienne Della Chiesa, who 
preemed July 30. While she made 
her N. Y. cafe debut much earlier 
this year at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
current date is her initital Broad- 
way night club appearance. And 
she scores here as readily as she 
did at the hote!. Miss Della Chiesa 
held the dinner crowd, always a 
tough one, with rapt attention 
through her well-chosen 35-minute 
repertoire. 

Wearing a red slipper satin cape 
this highly attractive operatic 
singer captivates her audience 
{from the outset. Miss Chiesa still 
jis using “Non Dimenticar” (Don’t 
'Forget Me) as her opening—and 
with the usual effectiveness. As 
ever, she has the poise and charm 
to immediately catch her auditors 
attention. As one wag exvressed it 
—"“the “Don’t Forget Me” teeoff 
seems superfluous so wel! does she 
grip a night club crowd.” 

The faster “Guaglione” song 
follows, and then Miss Chiesa takes 
off her cape to reveal a gorgeous 
lame gown. “You and The Night 
and the Music” proves a terrific 
hit, further establishing how much 
at home Miss Chiesa is with any 
type of song. 

“Magic Is the Moonlight” fs an- 
other favorite here. Miss Chiesa 
explains that before going on her 
current night club tour she was 
told she should have at least one 
classical number in her lineup. 
With this she introes what she 
termed the classic of all time, and 
then subtly segues into “St. Louis 
Blues” for a real surprise. She 
does this with the verve of a blues 
singer. 

A highlight is “Searlet Ribbons.” 
which she uses to bring in a med- 


a 


lev of “Affair To Remember” and | 
intro- | 


“Around the World.” This 
duces prohably the h'chest note 
reached in hef recital. “Goodbve to 
Rome” offers nice contrast as she 
sings first in English. then Itelian 
The signoff piece is “Anema Core,” 
which rines in an Italian medlev—- 
“Dicitencello Vuie” end “Non Di- 
menticer.” last-ramed beine a re- 
prise of “Don't Forget Me.” 

Robert Kro!l takes a bow as her 
arranger and conductor as does Jo 
Lombardi ‘his skilled crew was 
au;'mented bv several musicians) 
for the superb backing given her. 
Miss Chiesa drew such an ovatien 
at the close that she finally cufetly 
bowed off te permit the show to 
go on. 

Otherwise, this LQ show is much 
the same as the last one with the 
exception of Gene De Troy and the 
Marquis Family of trained mon- 
keys. This turn has been around 
for years and. clicking es bic as 
ever, even down to the motorbire 
climax. Alcetty with his remark- 
able platter twirling ard balanc’r< 
act is still here, as is Jack Durant 
Latter likelv will be around at this 
spot tor some time to come. Per 
usual, he is cleaning up, mainly 
with his routine of gags and quips 
He still clicks with that backslan- 
ping routine and checks in with 
just enough singing to enhance his 
turn. 

Lombardi plavs the show with 
effortless skill while Buddy Har- 
lowe orch provides dance relief. 

Wear. 


Thunderbird. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas. July 30 

“Ecstacy On Ice.” Leny Ever- 

song, Ray Hastings, George Arnold, 

Alice Farrar, Jimmy Carter, Bill 

Carey, Donna Cook, Phil Richards, 

|Ice Cubettes (8), Exotics (9), Al 


Jahns Orch (13); producer by Mar. | 


ty Hicks; staged by George Arnold; 
| $3 minimum. 

Ice shows in the desert seem to 
have a special fascination, and this 
one, called “Ecstacy On Ice,” has 
an extra boxoffice gimmick—skat- 
ing nudes. Three production ice 
spectaculars, beautifully staged by 
George Arnold, sandwich chirver 
Leny Eversong .and comic Ray 
Hastings into a show that comes 
across with sound theatrical effect. 
Skaters Alice Farrar and Jimmy 
Carter stand out as a graceful 
team, and singer-skaters Donna 


Cook and Bill Carey are highly | 


effective in each of several places 
they avpear in the show. Arnold 
himself is involved in a_ helter- 
skelter bit of leaps and svins with 
partner Phil Richards that gets 
gasps and vocks. 

Lenv Eversong, billed as “extra 
added.” sings her six songs away 
from the chilly stage—in fact, the 
retund Brazilian songstress per- 
forms from the entre of the or- 
chestra pit. Her big voice stirringly 
|offers “Granada,” “Tenderly,” “La 
; Cumbachero,” “I Cried For You,” 
\“I Can't Give You Anything But 
| Love” #nd “Jezebel.” 


| Ray Hastings, making his Vegas 


{| debut, gets good reaction with his 
subtie standup comedy. Satirical 
impreshes touch upon such swb- 
jects as Germany rebuilding her 
war machine, bullfighting, and the 


way the same joke is told in differ- 
ent languages. Hastings is a clever 
performer who would be a strong 
asset to any bill, ard he probably 


will be a major leaguer before too 
long 

Al Jahns and his orch expertly 
weave the notes for the Marty 


Hicks production, which is in for 
eight frames. ] 
Tidelands, Heuston 

Houston, July 28. 
Earl Grant & Trio, Jewel Brown, 
Don Cannon Orch (6); no cover 


oT 7 


FUNC, 


Indefatigable Earl (One More 
Time) Grant his as great a musical 
act as there is in the country for 
buffs who like their tunes swingy. 
And he shews surprising adeptness 
at the softer stuff in an unusual 
dual billing here. 

Grant plays an early show at the 
Trans-World Club in Houston's 
downtown Montagu Hotel, then 
dashes to the Tidelands Motor 
Inn’s Tidelands Club for a later 
show there. Both are Morin Scott 
| interests, and the returns for the 
next three weeks 


smiles to Dorsey Wier and Biil 


Newkirk, who booked the show for | 


the respective houses. 

{| The master musician shares the 
spotlight with Maurice Simon, on 
|sax, and Bill Norris, 
Both have a couple of solos, and 
Simon's impressions of Rose 
Murphy and Louis Armstrong are 
first-rate. 

| «Title of master musician, 
| cidentally, is for real, for Grant 
holds a masters degree in music 
from USC. Yet his flair for a tune 
was not learned in any institution. 
Sitting at an organ, Grant on oc- 
casion swings—there’s a good 


in- 


between the two, adding excellent 
vocals to most of the tunes, the 
exceptions being a couple of 
Strictly instrumental numbers. 
Grant opens both 
“Old Man River,” 
aud response is particularly heayv 


for a number, he turns to his| 
musicians and says, “One more 
time,” running through another 


chorus or two. Other tunes per- 
formed in both shows are “When 
The Saints,” “Volare,” “Kansas 
City Here I Come,” “Fascination” 
and “Birth of the Blues.” Tideland 
performance of the latter number 
is a story in itself. There was no 
time for rehearsal for the opening, 
so Grant called Don Cannon and 
his trumpet to the floor to fill in 
on the “Birth” bit. The result, 
strictly off the cuff, was what jazz 
was intended to be, and brought 
the top ovation for this club. 
Jewel Brown, added to the Tide- 
lands bill for an all-sepia show, is 
a young song stylist with a future. 
A Houston girl and a discovery of 
Grant's, Miss Brown has a Harlem 
style, although most of her pro 
polish was gained in clubs on the 
Coast. She sings with a true feel- 
ing for a tune, and has a body that 
detracts not a bit from her presen- 
tation. She joins Grant during part 
of his turn for torrid terping. 
Grant adds a bass from the 
| house band at each place, with Ned 
| Harrington, who fills for pianist- 
organist Glen Pigott between 
Trans-World shows, sitting in on 
the early performance there. At 
Tidelands, Don Cannon's Keith 
Robinson joins the show with his 
bass. Both do fine jobs with the 
Grant beat. Skip. 


Continued from page 64 

















Metropole. Glasgow 


is completed by Jack E. Raymond, 


a slick English foil. The laughter | 


dept. doesn't aim high, either, but 
it brings useful palming from most 
outfronters, a goodly cross-section 
of average Glasgow working-class 
people. 

In the song dept. Buddy Logan 
(yet another member of the vaude 
family) garners palming for his 
warbling of pop tunes. The Ajax 
Trio are femme harmonists who 
have yet to come on apace in pre- 
senting their act. Billie Wyner has 


| the popular touch with her piano- | 
| strumming for aud participation in | 


| community tunes. 
| 


Doreen & Sylvia Stevens aid in | 


| the accordion slotting. Keeping up 

the family tradition, Grace Ross 
(in private life, Mrs. Jimmy Logan) 
| supports with the young femme 
|role in scenas. At show caught, an 
Irish ceilidh band offered all the 
sentimental blarney and melody of 
Ould Oireland. J. P. Masterton 
batons the house orch, with Jack 
Short megging the entire layout; in 
for duration of summer. Gord. 


should bring‘ 


on drums. | 


word—to a piano and alternates | 


shows with | 
and when the} 


Cloister. Chi 
Chicago, July 28. 
Lonnie Sattin, Gary Morton, Joe 


Parnello Trio; $1 cover, two-drink 
rine 

If he offered nothing more than 
his robust and enticing baritone, 
Lonnie Satlin would still have 
ample cabaret credentials. What 
really cements the stint with cus- 


tomers, however, are the dramatics 
he employs with impressive sincer- 


ity. And for another thing, they 
give him an identity the impor- 
tance of which too many singer 


fail to grasp. 

Sattin tips the tone of his turn 
from the outset, piping “With a 
Song in My Heart” from the floor 
for immediate attention that sus- 
teins. He treats some standards, 
then uncorks his thesp training 
for a tandem of “Mcre I Cannot 
Wish You” and “You'll Never Waik 
Alone,” hitting his visual dramatic 
peak with a begoff “Stand Up and 
Fight” from “Carmen Jones.” 
These are his standbys, of course, 
and about the only complaint is 
that some fresh (for him) tunes 
weuld be in order. 

Gary Morton's comedics seemed 
funnier the last time around. Some 
of the material seems to be fraying, 
and overall the.turn is more frag- 
nented and lurching now. Some 
of his fag gags wow ‘em, but he 
harks back to that pose a bit too 
| often. Still very much in his favor, 
| though, is a strong ad lib ability, 
that talent almost compensating 
\for the dull spots at show caught. 

Sometimes Morton’s ideas are 
more clever than their execution, 
e.g., the bits on voices that don't 
fit their occupations, and famous 
paintings talking back to their 
creators. His beatnik poetry to 
jazz reading is too much like the 
mecoy instead of wildly spoofing, 
and it met with too much silence. 
Funster is attractive and has a glib 
style, but some freshening is in- 
dicated. 

Joe Parnello Trio, switched from 
the defunct Black Ovrchid, show- 
becks ably. Della Reese and Ray 
Hastings are due in Aug. 18. 
| Pit. 


Bal Tabarin. Tahoe 
Lake Tzhoe. July 28 
Nick Lucas & His Troubadors (2) 
with Carla Lucerne; Ted Bover, 
Novelites (3); no cover or mini- 
mum, 


Nostalgia, hypnosis, and novelty 
balance this second show of the 
summer tourist season at the Bai 
Tabarin’s terraced dining room. 
And the entertainment lineup se- 
lected by director Tom Gerun (with 
Shecky Greene headlining the 
opening show) for the full season 
indicates better than so-so biz at 
this leading club on the north end 
of the lake. 

For most of his turn, Nick Lucas 
follows a theme suggested by his 
opener: “Seems Like Old Times.” 

, And auditors’ reactions ‘with the 
palming evident as soon as a title 
is recognized) assure the vet show- 
man he’s making the right selec- 
tions, and most are identified with 
his name. The Lucas chords still 
respond with the disfinctive tones 
and his stvlizing is unchanged. And 
his guitar is still his constant 
companion. His energy and purity 
of tone belie his age. 

Backing Lucas are the Trouba- 
dors (Mel Obsen on drums, Joe 
Burns on string bass. and Clark 
Keen on piano) with Car’a Lucerne 
handling the vocals on three titles 
each show. The Troubadors ail 
show talent in backing Lucas, and 
Miss Lu@erne (with the group for 
the Bal Tabarin engagement only) 
makes for good listening and look- 
ing. She is French-Swiss and leans 

jon a heavy accent to put across her 

| Dietrich-type styling. Miss Lucerne 

has the savvy and looks to hold 
the vocal spot with any of the 
| better small groups playing class 
supper clubs. 

Ted Boyer, making his bow in 
| the Reno-Tahoe area, makes hyp- 
| nosis look no more difficult than 
| making with a steady monolog of 
| “sleep dceply” chatter. Subjects 
| called (the ones who don't respond 
| almost immediately to his talents 
are returned to the audience) are 
| guided through a series of routines 
| designed to provoke yocks, such 
| aS reacting to suggestions they are 
| cold, hot, thirsty, or are dancers 
| or singers. And the post-hypnotic 
suggestions, with subjects reacting 
after being returned to the tables, 
offer a hard-to-believe proof of the 
Boyer hypnotic ability. He pulls off 
his part with heavy competition 
from the noises of slot machines 
and players at the dice tables. 

The Novelites’ contribution is a 
zany, raucous bit of comedy and 
music that's heavy on the prop 
routines and sometimes goes too 
far with the indigo lines. “Trio 
works hard, the timing is good, 
but. the material could be more 
selective. Long. 
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Stock Reviews 


The Dragon Slayer | 
Guild Hall presentation of Ronald Raw- 
gon Production of three-act (seven scenes) 
comedy by Robert J. Asherman. Direc- 
tion, Ruth Rawson; setting, William 
Butt. Features 
Kathleen Maguire, Walter 
wreie Kaye, Siri, George Tur 
Harry Holcombe, Beulah 
Winslow, ince O'Brien 
Luke Halpin. Opened 
John Drew Theatre, 


Kathleen Maguire 
Orson Bean 

Pp Luke Halpin 
rd Walter Matthau 
nds Scottie MacGregor 
, George Turner 
Beulah Garrick 
Harry Holcombe 
Rain Winslow 
Vince O’Brien 
Siri 

John Griggs 
Dortha Duckworth 
George Kaye 


an 
kworth 
at the 


N.Y 








Asherman comedy 
enough piece for a 


Robert 
is a pleasant 








warm summer evening in the 
country, but has little chance in 
the colder atmosphere of Broad- 
way. The author has written neat 
bits of dialog and action, and 
adapted others equally effective, 
ut the play fails to make its points 
simply by not sticking to it. That’s 
indicated in the cast of 14 char- 
acters, of which at least three con-! 
tribute only brief comedy spots 


irrelevant te the central action. 

The story concerns an easy-go- 
{ng Madison Ave. talent agent and 
his efficiency-minded wife. He 
wants his home to be a refuge from 
business, while she has introduced 
office-like routine to the home and 
has turned her organizing efforts 
to the office 

Realizing that their marriage has 
come to mean little to either of 


them, she suggests a planned 
divorce—something they can work | 
and save for over a period of time. | 
The husband breaks his leg at a 
party, and while he convalesces, | 
his wife takes over the office, in- 
troducing her ideas of efficiency 
and entagonizing clients but ob- 


taining the contract that will make 





the dvorce financially possible. 
Then she decides she wants to go 
back to being a wife, with no in- 
terest in the office. 


lhe Madison Ave. non-conform- 


ist is played engagingly by Orson 
Bean, who has developed the act 
of looking bewildered into an art 


involving a whole catalog of body 


and facial movements. Kathleen 
Maguire is attractive and com- 
as the wife, but neither part 


petent I , 
is developed to the point of audi- 
ence indentification. 

Walter Matthau clicks as a 
bachelor artist who has found his 


heaven in suburbia. Georgie Kaye 
gets laughs with his hoked-up 
burlesque interpretation of a 


screwball family doctor, which is 
nevertheless unrelated to the story. 

George Turner is effective as the 
hero's father, a much-married man 
of the world who is still sensitive 
enough to realize the mistake the 


young couple are on the verge of | 


Siri, a long-legged, well- 


making 
torsoed blonde, is above criticism 
as the artist’s sex-rigged house- 


guest. Beulah Garrick months and 
muggs comically as a British sec- 


I 


Rain Winslow is an attractive 
and believable “other woman,” 
and Luke Halpin is a likable, well- 
spoken youngster, Harry Holcombe 
and John Griggs give well-etched 


portrayals of Madison Ave. stal- 
wal and Scottie MacGregor, 
Vince O'Brien and Doriha Duck- 
worth carry auxiliary roles effect- 
iy a, 


Ruth Rawson's diregtion is deft 
and nimble, even rising to the 
challenge of moving -11 people 
about a small stage during a cock- 
tail party. William Ritman has de- 
signed two attractive interiors, a 
living room and a combination of- 
fice-anteroom. Dan Butt’s lighting 
is natural and effective. Hank. 


Divide by Two 
Harrisburg, July 24. 





William Putch presentation of two-act 
( scenes) comedy-melodrama by Robert 
La Direction, William Putch; setting 
a iesign, Francis Benke; stage man- 
ag William Falkner; technical and 
lightir Roger Titus. Opened July 20, ’59, 
at Totem Pole Playhouse, Caledonia State 
Park, Pa.; $2.25 top 
Vict a Griselle Catherine Payne 
Eve Carolyn Miller 
Cath'een Griselle June Prud’'Homme 
Peter Criseile Charles Leslie 
Valentine - Jay Lanin 
Nicki Griselle John Eames 
I Driscoll Don Douglas 
Policeman Roy Capo 
Peggy Elena Rafael 

Robert Lane, a Hollywood scrip- 
ter, has his second legit play in 


“Divide by Two,” and the result is 
a miss. The two act presentation 
takes about an hour and a half to 
play, and, with some sharp scisso: 
work, plus plenty of rewrite, could 
conceivably be made into a one- 
hour television entry. But Broad- 
way is not indicated. 

The trite tale involves a wealthy, 
extravert Westport spinster of 65 


who dotes on two nephews and a 


niece, ene of whom schemes to 
electrocute her and inherit the 
fortune. The beer-drinking auntie 
manages to survive voltage, but she 
conveniently dies, after disinheri- 
ting the homicidal nephew in het 
will 

Catherine Payne does a credit- 
able job as the eccentric, benevo- 
lent aunt, guzzling her beer from 
the can and making the most of he: 
few good comedy lines. June Prud’- 
Homme, a veteran at the local 
strawhat, is also saddled with al 
most inapossible dialog and a barely 
existent ingenue role, but also man- 
ages to come over acceptably 

As the detective, Jay Lanin {is 
believable ia the romantic scenes 
with the ingenue, but appears al- 
most embarrassed as he is called 
upon to give orders to the police 
and other characters. John Eames 
overacts the role of the would-be 
arranger of the old lady's murder 
and Carolyn Miller, as the would-be 
killer, displays moments of talent 
Charles Leslie plays a bumbling 
nephew as well as can be expected 
under the circumstances, and Don 
Douglas and Elena Rafael are 
lost in other parts. 

William Putch’s direction keeps 
the play moving and has brought 
out the few bright spots. The light- 
ing is also excellent, especially in 
the scenes played in a_ shadow 
effect . 

The Totem Pole Playhouse Is 
beautifully situated on a wooded 
hillside in Caledonia State Park 
on Route 30 about halfway between 
Gettysburg and Chambersburg 
The audience is not only local, but 
comes from nationwide visitors to 
the nearby Gettysburg battlefields 
and museums. Nor? 





Macbeth 


Boston, July 31. 

Cambridge Drama Festival presentati 
of three-act drama by William Shake 
speare. Executive producer, William Mor 
ris Hunt; direction, Jose Quintero; decor 
David Hays; artistic supervision. 
Wager; costumes. Marie Day. Stats Ja 
Robards Jr., Siobhan McKenna; featur 

George Mathews, Henderson Fors) 
Michael Wager, Lee Richardson, Bett 

Miller, Ray Poole. Opened July 30, 
at the Metropolitan oston Arts Center 


Theatre, Boston; $4.54 top 
Witches Eda Reiss Merin, Mary Perrine 
atricia O’Grad 
Captain Jim Ra 
Duncan Pat Malone 
DD: san conconnas th Michael Wace 
DEED seccctoseecee John Karlen 
a Pre William Myers 
Ross James Greene 
Macbeth Jason Robards | 
Banquo Henderson Forsythe 
Lady Macbeth Siobhan McKenna 
Messenger iller Lide 
Pleance Ralph Williams 
PEE Si eccssncwene George Mathews 
| Macduff Roy Poole 
Old Man Barry Mac 


ollum 
Murderers Conrad Jameson, Jack Cn!vir 
Al l 


pla 


Servant Louis Negin 
Apparitions Jack Colvin 
Geoffrey Johnson. Eric 
Forsythe, Ralph Williams 
Lady Macduff etty Miller 


Eric Forsythe 
Pamela Perkins 


Macduff’s Son 
Macduff’s Daughter 


Doctor wae arry Macollum 
Gentlewoman Mary Haynsworth 
ee Jim Ray 
Caithness Carl Jacobs 
Servant Boy Fred Mayer 
Siwards Tony Kraber, Miller Lide 


Others: Fred Ainsworth, Ephraim Allen 
Peter Donrelly, David Findley, Karl Huf 





bauer, Michsel C. D. MacDonaltl, Carlyle 
Maw, Fred Mevers, Jennifer Merin. Jackie 
Michaels, William Noble, Robert Rich 
mond, Thomas Simco, Victor Scherle 
Hugh Smith, Judge Springer, ian St 
Pierre, ‘ohn J. Toomey, Gus Wellings 


Roger Whitney. 





As the second of the three 
Shakesneare revivals at the 1,800- 
seat Metropolitan Boston § Art 
Center Theatre on the Charles 
River, “Macbeth” plays like a filn 
version with broad panoramic de- 
vices. actors rushing up and down 
the aisles and delivering lines fron 
remote points around the tent 
carefully timed sword play, clank- 
ing of arms, struggles and bynlay 
at the corners and under the drop 
of the three-quarter stage 

There’s no soundtrack, however, 
so many of the great lines are lost 
and much of the dialogue is in- 
audible. It’s a great visual “Mac- 
beth,” but the audience has to 
strain to hear and see. In addition 
Jason Robards Jr., is underplayving 
the title role. while Siobhan Mc- 
Kenna drops her voice to a whi 
ner at the end of her speeches, and 
they fail to carry. 

Jose Quintero has done an am- 
bitious staging job, using all the 
reaches of the three-quarter arena 
stage with its high spreading plat- 
forms and long staircases, and 
moving the action out into the 
audience. The action is however 
slow. and the production runs 
overlvlong. 

Rc‘ ards is more of a sorry figure 
than a forceful, cruel tyrant, and 
he is most effective in scenes of 
lament. fritht and self-reecrimina- 
tion. Miss McKenna is a properly 
mslicious 2nd diabolical Lady Mac- 
beth, svitting malevolent fury with 
long red hair flowing on her shoul- 
ders. She is thoroughly believable 
as the fatally destructive and 
fiendish eueen, and scores a dra- 
matic triumph in the sleepwalk 
scene. 

Rov Poole fives a standout per- 
formance as Macduff, and 





pecially effective in the scene 


| when told of the death of his wife 


and children. Henderson Forsythe 
is a dignified Banquo, and Michael 
Wager a stalwart Malcolm. Betty 
Miller fine as Lady Macduff. Eda 
Reiss Merin, Mary Perrine and Pa- 
tricia O'Grady are vivid as three 
witches 

The costumes 


the battle 


and 
and 


are colorful 
scenes are big 
broad. The snag with this “‘Mac- 
beth” is that there’s too much 
going on offstage, and not enough 
audible on Guy. 


(Cradle and All 
New Hope, Pa., July 31 


Ellis production of three-act (five 
comedy by Sumner Arthur Long 
tion Hen Denker setting, W 
Broderick Hackett; lighting, Al Wagner 
Stars Loring Smith, Una Merkel, Dick. Van 
Dyke; features Sally Kemp, James Aren 
Helena Keith. Opened July 27, °59 
unty Playhouse, New 
»p 
Television and film scripter 
Sumner Arthur Long has written 
some funny lines for his new com- 
edy, “Cradle and All,” but has 
failed to supply even a semblance 
of a plot 
The strawhat 


crowd at the Bucks 
County Playhouse laughed long 
and loud at the antics of veterans 
Merkel and Loring Smith and 
tv comic Dick Van Dyke, the latter 
making his stage debut. Upon re- 
tion, however, the playgoers 
have wondered what they 





ec 


fl 
must 
laughed at 


[he birdlike Miss Merkel plays 


a middleaged housewife who dis- 
covers she is about to become a 
mother for the second time. This 
causes chaos in the household 


the first 
id married 


since 


“child” is a 26-year- 
woman. When the lat- 


learns the news, she looks at 
her portly, gray-haired father and 
cries Father, how could you?’ 
Late she moans, “How will I 


introduce the baby to my friends?” 


Smith plays the father broadly, 
Miss Merkel is believable as the 
mother, Van Dyke is entertaining 
is the downtrodden son-in-law and 


Sally Kemp is pretty as the daugh- 
ter. James Arenton plays the doc- 
tor who breaks the news to mother, 
ind Helena Keith is a maid who 
wants her customers to have refer- 
ences 

Henry Denker has done as well 
as could be expected in directing a 
farce which never gets rolling. W 
Broderick Hackett'’s setting of a 
middle-class New England home is 
attractive Bitt 








Opera Review 








Verona Summer Onera 
Verona, July 24. 
Summer opera seasoa held an- 
nually since 1913 (apart from a few 


war years) at Verona’s Ancient Ro- 
man Arena opened its 37th with 
“La Forza del Destino” by 


Giuseppe Verdi in front of a 15,- 
0C0, audience (top capacity 28,000) 
including many U.S. tourists 
Magnificient spectacle is one of 
leading objects of the Arena 
which leads itself to fantasy and 
imagination by the producer in this 
stupendous natural setting, and 
Carlo Maestriné in charge of the 


the 


staging certainly gave the audi- 
ence their money’s worth with a 
full scale battle scene in act three 


including 10 cannons blasting away 


at the invading army, and in the 
ther crowd scenes in which a 
total of more than 2,000 extras |! 


were used to great effect 

Conductor Antonino Votto milked 
magnificent sound from the 180 
piece orchestra and Giulio Bertola, 
the chorus master, should be given 
the fullest praise for the perfection 
of the massive choir, particularly 
in the second act Monastery scene. 

Prima donna, Margherita Ro- 
berti, who hails from the US mid- 
corniand, was physically an 
imposing Leonora and has some 
vocal moments in the more 
lyrie sections of the opera but her 
voice was far too light to give ef- 
fect to the dramatic ’situations. The 
same can be said of tenor Carlo 
Bergonzi who also sung with in- 
tellegence and style but sounded 
more like Rado!lfo than Alvaro in 
top range. Vocally, Aldo Protti as 
Don Carlos was the most suitable 
for such a large auditorium but his 
lack of expression and one colour 
sound resulted in a dull imper- 
sonation that even vocal volume 
could not make up for. 

Local basso Ivo Vinco, who can 
do no wrong in home town Verona, 
got cheers for every phrase in his 
very well sung Padre Guardiano. 
Franco Ventriglia as Calatrava and 
Renato Capecchi as Fra Melitone 
were tops in their secondary roles 


west 


fine 





“Herr Biedermann and the Ar-| 


sonists,” by Swiss playwright Max 
Frisch, has been adapted by Mor- 
decai Gorelik for production in 


is es-| English-speaking countries, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


One of the most colorful summer shows In Europe today is a pro- 
duction of Freidrich Schiller’s five-act drama “Wilhelm Tell” at Alt- 


dorf, Switzerland 


Festspielhaus, right on the spot of the Swiss nation 


al hero’s legendary deeds. It’s played by the village inhabitants, all 


amateurs, many of whom are 
This, plus patriotic pride mingled 
causes them 
shot, most popular of all classical 

Tell is played by an innkeeper, 


descendants 


of Old Wilhelm himself, 
with sheer enthusiasm for “acting” 


to volunteer gratis for the performance of the, by a long 


dramas in Switzerland 


Gessler (the villian) by an attorney, 


other roles by a veterinarian, a butcher, a barber, a dentist, a printer, 


shopgirls, housewives, teachers, 
}shopowners, pupils, tradesmen, et 


Erwin Kohlund. 


bank 


clerks, architects, merchants, 
al. It’s staged, however by a pro, 


Legit has lost a promotional outlet with last week's discontinuance of 


Kenneth Banghart’s two-hour disk 
series Monday-Friday 


afternoons on WEAF, New 


jockey-news bulletin-interview radio 
York. Although the 


show has been on the air several years and sponsorship was sold out, 
it was replaced by several short disk-spinner stanzas 


Banghart, a onetime actor, forme 


r summer theatre producer and fre- 


quent legit investor, gave extensive coverage to the Broadway theatre, 


not only presenting following-day c 


mary of the reviews in the New Yor 


omment on the openings and a sum- 
k dailies, but interviewing stage per- 


sonalities and reporting theatrical news highlights. He continues his sev- 
eral regular news programs on television and radio, but will no longer 


be able tod 


evote special time to legit coverage. 


The Drury Lane Theatre, year ’round stock operation in Chicago, ts 


dabbling in merchandising 


techniques 


as boxoffice stimulants The 


theatre recently effected a tie-in with a domestic vineyard in connec- 


tion with the presentation of “Champagne Complex,” 


with Peggy King 


starring. Beverage was poured free and freely for the first-niters. 


During Denise Darcel’s engagem 
ing next week, the Worth 
first-niters getting free flasks 


Shows 


Canasta de Ninos 
(Parcel of Children) 
Mexico City, July 14 

Regis & Ibanez presentation of three 
act farce by Andre Roussin. Direction 
Julian Duprez: decor ente Echever 
ria. Stars Emperatriz Carhajal. Erancisco 
Jambrina, Raul Farell, Libertad Ongay 
Qpened July 2, ‘59. at Ariel Theatre 
Mexice City; 9dc top 

“Canasta de Ninos” (“Parcel of 


Children”) is a bedroom farce cen- 


tering around a jet-age stork that 
presents its bundles of joy to un- 
willing ladies It's a light and 
frothy play, whose chief function 
is to present risque scenes, un- 
dressed actresses and double-en- 
tendre. 

The  first-night audience’ got 
laughs out of the proverbial bed- 
room scenes and dialog, but by the 
third act the pace began to pall, 


and repetition of the same innuen- 
dos a little tiring. Also, a moralistic 
finale, with “advice” to parents and 
so-called wayward youth. perhaps 
intended to divert censorship, is a 
let-down. 
| Julian Duprez’ direction is a 
little rambing. but otherwise ac- 
ceptable, and the Vicente Echever- 
ria scenery, featuring a huge mirror 
in living room setting, is an effec- 
tive touch, but a pair of injudicial- 


perfumery 
Drury 
pay off particularly in trade journal coverage outside of show business. 


Abroad 


a | 


ent in “Remains to be Seen,” start- 
will merchandise Je Reviens, 
Lane has found that its tie-ins 


| because 


boxotfice 


the company lacks major 

names, attendance has 
been sparse and the financial fate 
of the enterprise seems dubious 


Laurie plays the title role in 
Lear” at evening performances, 
with Alden takiny the role at 
matinees When the company 
moves on to Adelaide, the guest 
star will also portray Shylock in 
“Merchant” and “Bottom in 


Dream” ‘the roles have previously 
been alternated by Alden and 
O'Shaughnessy) and Autolycus in 
“Winter's Tale.” 

Alden, besides directing and 
alternating as Shylock and Bottom, 
has also been playing Leontes in 
“Tale.” Other notable perform- 
ances given by Elaine Montgomerie 
as Portia in “Merchant,” Helena in 
“Dream” and Hermione in “Tale”; 
Jessica Noad as Paulina in “Tale” 
and Goneril in “Lear”; John Craig 
as Launcelot Gobbo in “Merch- 
ant”; Barry Lovett as Puck in 
“Dream”; Edward Brayshaw as 
Edgar in “Lear,” and Anthony 
Bazell as Gloucester in the same 
tragedy. 

An outstanding feature of the 
productions has been the colorful, 
stylish costumes of Alistair 
Roberts, but the scenery is nonde- 


script, Stan 
London Notes 


London, Aug. 4 

Jack Hawkins, who has been in 
films since 1951, returns to the 
theatre next spring as star of Peter 
Bridge's production of “Lizard On 
The Rock" by John Hall. 

Alee Guinness is to portray Law- 
rence of Arabia in a new play by 
Terence Rattigan. 

Robert Helpmann will direct the 





forthcoming London edition of 
| *Marriage-Go-Round,.” which will 
costar John Clements and Kay 
| Hammond. 


Jack Minster has acquired the 
British legit rights of “The Darling 
Buds Of May,” the H. E. Bates 
novel recently seen in England as 
a Metro film, “The Mating Game.” 


Scheduled B’way Preems 





ly placed spotlights are reflected 
back in the eyes of the audience 

Emperatriz Carbajal, a _ well- 
steckea actress, is in her element 
as femme lead, and gives a sym-| 
pethetic performance, despite 
tendency to overact Francisco 
Jambrina, the male lead actually 
carries the play, Raul Farell is 
especially good as a playboy, and 
Libertad Ongay is competent in a 
small supporting role. Others in 
cast include comparative newcomer 
Aracelia Chavira, and Marta 
Olvera. Emil, 

J.C. Williamson's 
| : . 
Shakespeare (Co. 
Melbourne, July 23 

J. C. Williamson repertory company 
Presenting Shakespeare's “The Merchant 
of Venice.” 4A Midsummer Night's 
Dream The Winter's Tale” and “King 
Lear.” Staging, John Alden assistant, 
William Rees; decor. Alistair Roberts 
Opened June 12, '59, at the Comedy Thea 
tre, Melbourne. 

Compan john Laurie, John Alden 
Peter O'Shaughnessy, Elaine Montgomerie 
Loenard Bullen, Jessica Noad, Mavis Tur 
ner, Anthony Bazell, John Unicomb, Mal 


Edward Brayshaw, 
Laurence, Terry McDermott. Fernande 
Glyn Janne Coghlan, Su Israel, John 
Frawley, Barry Lovett, Phillip Ross, John 
Cousins, William Austin John Craig, Roy 
Drury, Kenneth Lawrence. 


colm Billings 





J. C. Williamson, Ltd., the lead- | 


Australian legit management, 
has formed its own 
touring company to present 
repertory of Shakespeare 

ultimately other classics 
here with Scot actor John Laurie 
as guest star. Peter O'Shaughnessy, 


ing 


and 


who opened as a leading player with 


the troupe, has since withdrawn 
The engagement at the Comedy 
Theatre here has included presen- 
tations of “The Merchant of 
Venice “A Midsummer Night's 
Dream,” “The Winter's Tale” and 
as the final entry of the present 
repertoire, “King Lear.”” Although 
director John Alden has made re- 


latively few cuts in the Shakes- 
peare texts, the poetry of the 
Bard’s dramas has been generally 
missing in performance. Perhaps 
because winter weather has dis- 
} couraged theatregoing, but also 


Michate! | 


permanent | 
al 


It opened 


Much Ado, Lunt-Fontanne (9-17-597 
Gangs All Here, Ambassador (10-1-50). 
Happy Town, 54th St. (10-6-59). 
Moonbirds, Cort (10-7-59). 
Cheri, Morosco (10-8-359) 
Drop of a Hat, Golden (10-8-59) 
Goiden Fieecing, Miller's (10-14-59). 
| Heartbreak House, National (10-18-59), 
| Miracle Worker, Playhouse (10-19-59), 
Warm Peninsula, Hayes (10-20-59) 
| Take Me Along, Shubert (10-22-59). 
Giris Against Boys, Alvin (10-27-59). 
Highest Tree, Longacre (11-4-59) 
Tenth Man, Booth (11-5-59) 

(11-12-59). 


Sound Music, Lunt-Fontanne 
Only in America, Cort (11-19-59 
Fiorello, Broadhurst (11-23-59) 
5 Finger, Music Box (12-2-59) 
Silent Night, Morosco (12-3-59) 
Saratoga, Winter Garden (12 

L’Hurtuberiu, ANTA (12-86-59) 





59). 





f--4bve Chartie, Lyceum (12-16-59). 
Pink J@ngle, Plymouth (1-11-60). 
d-.u1Guy gtr, vata dt. CL-21-0), 


Touring Shows 
(Aug. 3-16) 


Gatebo (‘Tom Ewell, Jan Sterling)}— 
Central City (Colo.) Opera House (3-15), 
Music Man (24 Co.)—Shubert, Chi (3-15). 
My Fair Lady (2d Co.) (Michael Evans, 





Diane Todd)—Opera House, S.F. (5-84 
Aud., Portland (11-15). 

oahome (Coast Co.)—Curran, S.F. 
(3-15). 
| Sey, Darling (Coast Co.) (Lisa Kirk, 
Orson Bean, Johnny Desmond)—Biltmore, 
L.A. (11-15). 

West Side Story—Philharmonie Aud. 
L.A. (3-15). 
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College Theatres Big Upsurge; 


Prof Pitches for Newer Plays 


,% 





Sacramento, Cal. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
As a subscriber to Variety for 


several years and an avid reader | 


of its pages, I have often won- 
dered why you do not include 
a page or two of information on 


college theatre 
I think it is well to know that 
college and community theatre is 


growing fantastically in this coun- 








try. Since World War II there has 
been considerable growth in col- 
lege theatre, and, it is interesting 
to note, many professional peo- 
ple have found good incomes from 
thei involvment in educational 
theatre. 

It seems to me that trade rec- 
ognition of the college dramatic 
programs is necessary today. The 
money involved is comparable, I 
believe, to the amount expended 
on Broadway, and colleges more 
and more are interested in new 
ul 11 plays which offer stimu- 
] g and challenging fare to 
their audiences 

If it is acceptable that college 
the e is important to the indus- 
t . then I think we should 
t ’ a problem that has been 
bot ing me for some time. On 
several occasions recently 1 have 
tried to obtain the rights to plays 

st finished on Broadway. I sought 

€ hts to “Diary Of Anne 
Frank” and “South Pacific” last 
ye nd was turned down by the 
com} ies controlling the produc- 
its. In the case of “Diary” 
I was informed that a touring com- 
pa! had been staried, so I could 
not « the play. I could not do 
‘ it Pacific’ because the movie 
had just opened 

Now it isn’t necessarily the 
fun n of a college theatre to 
p ce recent Broadway hits all 
the tin it is good, however, to 
edd a new, provocative play into a 
ec! ule which includes classical 
pl nd plays of an avant-garde 
nature. Shows denied to us still 
are “Rashomon” and “The Visit,” 
even though they would both 
make excellent additions to any 
theatre program 

I re is a dog the manger 
attitude on the part of producers 
of Broadway shows and motion 
pictures which seems to me un- 
called for. I cannot believe that 
a play presented in Keokuk, Sac- 


itinued on page 78 


Hartke’s Catholic Univ. 
Clan at Olney Theatre 
Having Its Top Season 


Washington, Aug. .4 
Those sons and daughters (edu- 
cationally speaking) of Rev. Gil- 
bert V. Hartke’s Catholic Univ. 
drama department who run the 
unique strawhat Olney Theatre 
are a happy flock this season 
Their theatre in the Maryland 
countryside between Washington 


and Baltimore set an all-time high 
and the first three plays have won 
opening month gross with $30,000, 
unanimous favorable reviews. It's 
an Equity operation 

Death of a Salesman,” 
first visiting star, Myron 
MeCormick. is current Say Dar- 
ling” and “Royal Gambit” opened 
the 10-week season, with each pro- 
duction running a fortnight. Com- 
ing are “Rashomon” (using on a 
loan-out basis all the Broadway 
production wigs, props, etc.) and 
“Power and the Glory.” 

Subscriptions this season total 
$14,000 (buyers get five seats for 
$10. can use them in any combina- 
tion—all for the same play, one 
for each play, etc.), more than 
double the $6,000 of 1957. 

Olney Theatre, which has a huge 
tree picturesquely growing through 
it. is one of the three enterprises 
of Players, Inc., the by-invitation- 


seasons 


only association of Hartke’s CU 
graduates. The group also oper- 
ates St. Michael’s Playhouse (on 


the St. Michael’s College campus) 
in Winooski, Vt., a non-Equity 
company, and a 10-year-old tour- 
ing company on the road nine 
months. 

Players, Inc., president Robert 
Brennan Moore directed both “Savy, 
Darling,” with Leo Brady, Willi 
Burke and Robert Comforti in top 
roles, and “Roval Gambit,” with 
Philip Bosco heading the cast 
James D. Waring staged “Death 
of a Salesman.” 


with the | 


?- 


‘Portable Chairs, Moppets 
| Verboten at Robin Hood 


| Philadelphia, Aug. 4 
Fairmount Park officials have 
imposed a three-point “code of be- 
havior” on music lovers attending 
summer concert at Robin Hood 
Dell, the city’s famous outdoor am- 
phitheatre. 
The new rules 
the Dell's 


were promulgated 


at Monday night con- 
cert which featured Metropol:an 
Opera star Jan Peerce 
Inspector Edward J. Connor toid 
the audience that under the new 
rules no one will be permitted to 
carry chairs into the Dell, no child 
under 12 will be permitted to at- 
tend the evening concerts, and no 
one will be permitted to sit in the 
aisles during the performance 
Connor said that Dell patrons 
who carry chairs into the concerts 
often deprive other spectators of 


Slate ‘Mattress’ 
Bus-Truck Tour 


A bus-and-truck tour 

- “Once Upon a Mattress 
rrojected road hike will be 
he auspices of the National 
nix Theatre, the newly-formec 


is planned 
rhe 


under 


for 
I 
t 


Y 
Phoe- 


1 tour- 


i-g branch of the Phoenix Theatre 
N. Y., where the musical i 
rently in its 13th week 

The contemplated tou as dis- 
closed by the “Mattress” manage- 
ment in a recent lett o the pro- 
duction’s backers An idit, re- 
flecting an operating profit of $11,- 
927 for the four eKs ¢ ling last 
June 28. accompanied etter 


The income for June represented 


aimost complete } overy of ne 
$12,332 dropped by the show the 
previous month on its first three | 
weeks and six preview perform- 
ances at the off-Broadway theatre 


The deficit on the $100,000 ven- 
ture was therefore reduced to $87,- 


$72 as of the June 28 accounting 
That's exclusive of $11,800 in un- 
distributable bonds and deposits 
4 slowdown in b.o. activity at the 
Phoenix during July, the tradition- 
al lull for most New York shows 
is figured to have resulted in an 
operating loss for the month and 


in the deficit. 


incidentally, 


consequently a raise 
| The June 28 audit 


also reflected an increase in the 
weekly theatre rental from $900 to 
$1,200 The musical, written by 
Jay Thompson, M 21] Barer and 


Dean Fuller (book), Mary Rodgers 
music) and Barer ‘lyr was pro- 
duced by T. Edward Hambleton & 
Norris Houghton, co-managing di- 
rectors of the Phoenix, in partner- 
ship with set-costume designers 


William and Jean Eckart 


BOROFF AIMS ‘SIMONE,’ 
COD’S EAR’ FOR B’WAY 


Los Angeles 4 

George Boroff, who operates the 
Circle Theatre here, plans two 
Broadway productions: this season. 

One is the Bertolt Brecht-Lion 
Feuchtwanger Simone,” which 
Ben Hecht is adapting and Harry 
Horner is to direct. 

The other is a comedy by Sam- 
juel Birnkraut, “A Whisper in 
{wore Ear.” 


Schedule Local ‘Seesaw’ 


For 3 Weeks in Toronto 


Ottawa. Aug. 4. 

William Freedman, co-producer 
of “Salad Days” at the Barbizon- 
| Plaza Theatre, N. Y., last season, 
is presenting a loca! edition of “Two 
for the Seesaw” at the Crest The- 
atre, Toronto, for three weeks be- 
ginning last night ‘Mon.). George 
McCowan will direct, with Toby 
Robins and John Scott as the cast 
;of two. 
| The touring company of the 
William Gibson comedy-drama 
played Toronto last season. 


cs), 


Aug 











| Mayor Robert F. Wagner last 
| Friday (31) presented the Amer- 
ican Academy of Dramatic Arts 
|with a citation from the City of 
| New York in honor of the Acad- 
temy’s 75th anniversary year. 


‘Sodom and Gomorrah’ At | 
UCLA-Sponsored Artie 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. | 


“Sodom and Gomorrah,” by 


Greek poet Nikos Kazantzakis, will | 
19-23 at | 


be U.S.-preemed Aug. 
UCLA's Schoenberg Theatre, with 
a cast headed by Eugenie Leonto- | 


Abraham Sofaer and Eduardo Cian- 
nelli. | 

The drama, translated by Kimon | 
Friar, will be produced by George 
Edwards and directed by James S. 
Elliott under their Greece Today 
Productions banner. The project is 
under the wing of the Theatre 
Group, UCLA-sparked artie legit 
project. 

Elmer Bernstein is composing an 
original score for play. 


Plan New House 


In the West End 


London, Aug. 4 
County Council is 
project for a 
Leicester Square, 
West End. The house would 
be a 500-seater, on the ground 
floor of a five-floor building 
prising apartments, offices and ; 
top-floor restaurant Behind the 
heme is Atlas Securities 
whicl Alfred Esdaile, owr 
the Royal Court Theatre, is chair- 
man 
The 


The London 
considering a 
theatre near 


W 
in 


ne 


the 


com- 


of 


S( 


er ol 


theatre, which ight also 
be used for films, would probably 
be called the Prince Charles and 
ts estimated cost is around $700.- 
000. A start on the project could 
be made in about two months if 
the LCC gives its okay. London 
has recently acquired two more 
theatres, the Mermaid and the re- 
built Queens, plus the Columbia, a 
film house 


Has $500,000 Bankroll 
For US., Foreign Deals 


Theatre 

Capitalized at 
been organized in New 
a new theatrical investment firm 
The operation, headed by Sher- 
man S. Krellberg, intends backing 
shows in the U.S. and abroad and 
purehasing interests in going legit 
projects through capital gains 
deals. 

Krellberg, who's been active 
show business for about 35 years 
already partnered with John 
Shubert in the British production 
ef “A Raisin in the Sun,” which 
opened last night (Tues.) at the 
Adelphi Theatre, London 


NEW BRITISH MUSICAL 
ABOUT GANG WARFARE 


London, Aug. 4 

A new British musical, with gang 
warfare in the Soho section of 
London as its theme, js skedded 
to open Sept. 10 at a theatre to be 
set. The show, titled “The Crooked 
Mile,” with book by Peter Wilde- 
blood, is based on his novel of the 
same name. 

Players Ventures Ltd., which 
presented “The Boy Friend,” is 
producing, and is now lining up a 
cast of 40, headed by Elisabeth 
Welch, Millicent Martin, John 
Larsen and Jack McGowran. Esti- 
mated cost of the show is $112.000. 
| The score by Peter Greenwell is 
being published by Kassner Associ- 
ated Publishers Ltd., whose man- 
aging director, Cyril Shane, has 
also tied up deals to handle the 
music for “Fine Fettle,” due to open 
|at the Palace Aug. 6 with Benny 
| Hill starred, and “The Quiz Kid,” 
| being readied for early September 


Securities Syndicate, 
$500.000, has 


York as 


In 


in 


1s 


launching with Jimmy Thompson! He succeeds Aaron Frankel, who 
and Diana Decker topping the bill. | resigned 

The arrival of “Crooked Mile” | 
will give the West End two musi- | 
cals about modern city gang war-| 
“West Side | 
Story” being a song and dance 
drama based on the “Romeo and| Friedrich Durrenmatt, author of 


fare, the current hit, 


Juliet” story in terms of New York 
juvenile gangs. 


Martha Raye for ‘Bells,’ 


Sub for Anne Jeffreys 
Framingham, Mass., Aug. 4. 
Martha Raye will star in “Bells 
Are Ringing” at the Carousel Mu- 
sic Tent Theatre here for two 
weeks opening Sept. 7. | 
She replaces Anne Jeffreys (Mrs 
Robert Sterling), who is due for 





jmaternity in the fall. 


NBC-RCA Victor and Mort Mitosky 


Put Up Entire $400,000 for ‘Saratoga’ 





struction 


}neth Cameron. 
duction 
|} Midsummer Night's Dream.” 


|vich, Ziva Rodann, Lorne Greene, Tent Construction Crew 
As Show-Party Guests 


Boston, Aug. 4 
The actors applauded the con- 
workers last July 23 at 


$1,507,902 and of that amount 


$1,420.800 had been divided equal- 
and 


lv between the management 


the backers 


+ NBC and its record company af- 
\filiate, RCA Victor, have put up 
75° of the $400,000 capitalization 
on the upcoming Broadway pro- 
duction of “Saratoga."’ The network 
and diskery have each invested 
$150,000 in the musical. The $100,- 
000 balance of the capital has been 


the Boston Arts Center Theatre. guaranteed by Mort Mitosky, at- 
About 500 workers, who had com- torney and NBC-RCA consultant, 
pleted the showtent against & who was responsible for the finane- 
deadline two weeks before, were jing deal. 
guests at a performance of The backers are in for a 40% 
lwelfth Night,” starring Siobhan cut of the profits, with the manage- 
McKenna and Zachary Sco : Ar- ment getting the other 60°). RCA, 
riving by boat, thes oy applaud- in return for its stake, gets the 
ed . the actors, partied after the original cast album rights, while 
sic : NBC, in return for its investment 
Miss McKenna presented a neW jag an option on future employ- 
hovel, autographed by the cast ment of the show's co-producers, 
and the Ci n bridge Drama Festival Robert Fryer and Morton Da Costa, 
staff to Commissioner John E. the latter also being the adaptor 
Maloney, of the Metropolitan Dis-| anq stager of the musical version 
trict Commission, which built the of Edna Ferber’s novel, “Saratoga 
strawhatter in behalf of the Trunk.” 
workers ' , 
ar , ; It's figured the network would 
use Da Costa in a directorial ca- 
. Ld , pacity and Fryer in a producer 
USIC an els status. Fryer was previously rep- 
resented on television as co-pro- 
ducer with Joseph Fields of the 
CBS-TV presentation of “Wonder- 
0 ar ful Town” last November. The tele 
9 9 rights to “Saratoga” are not tied 
re up by the deal with NBC, but t 
Backers of “Music Man have petumalh is nevertheless figured . 
netted nearly 237° thus far On! he in an advantageous position to 
their $300,000 investment accord- acquire them 
ing to a July 4 accounting As of 
that date, the profit earned by the — poo - oe Se 
two-company operation totaled right of consultation in production 


and operating expenses connected 
with the legit presentation, and 
Mitosky has been appointed by the 
network and diskery as their con- 


Psa a sultant. The arrangement is sim- 
It's figured that during the four ilar to Mitosky’s NBC-RCA deal 
weeks since the audit, income from a 3 ees : — 
the Broadway production of the /°" *"* ant Fryer Lawrence Carr 
usical and the Chicago-berthed production of “Redhead,” in which 

t a J i ii a. a ‘ . 7 aie 4 } te si % 
touring edition has hiked the prof- the network and diskery each in- 


vested $75,000. 


it figure about $70,000. The take, Z 
although healthy, is lower than “Saratoga,” with music by Har- 
usual for a four-week period and old Arlen and lyries by Johnny 
reflects the effect on both compa- Mercer, is scheduled to begin an 
nies of the traditional July slump °Ut-of-town tryout Oct. 26 in Phil- 
for legit ' | adelphia, with the Broadway open- 
“Music Man,” written by Mere- i%8 scheduled for Dec. 7 at the 
dith Willson, with Franklyn Lacey | “inter Garden Theatre 
collaborating on the storv, is a eee 


Kermit Bloomgarden production 
The Broadway company, 
Robert Preston in the lead role 
currently in its 86th week 
Majestic Theatre, N. Y 
ing edition, with Forrest 
heading the cast 
week “at the 
Chicago 


the 


al 
Tucker 


is now 
Shubert 


SEEKS S.F. CURRAN AS 


WINTER STOCK HOUSE 


Douglas Crawford is negotiating 
to obtain the Curran Theatre, San 
of winter 
he 
intends presenting a series of mu- 
sicals at the house from mid-Janu- 


for 
If the 


Francisco, 
stock 


a season 
deal works out, 


end 
local 
Light 

the key 


through the of March 
The Curran, the 
for the Frisco Civic 
summer season, is 


ary 


lar 


season. 


Crawford is now involved in stock 
1 Hall, 
and the Shubert Theatre, 


operations the Memoriz 


Dayton 
Cincinnati. 


Alten Wilkes Gen. Mgr. 


at 





Of Margo Jones, Dallas 


Dallas, Aug. 4. 


Alton Wilkes, producer-director 
Playhouse, 
Laconia, New Hampshire, will be 
manager this season of 


of the Lakes Region 
general 
the Margo Jones Theatre, Dallas 


last spring 
Burch previously had the post. 
Wilkes will be co-producer on 
Broadway 
drama, “The Deadly Game, 


” 


by 


“The Visit.” There is a possibility 


| that “Game” may be tested in Dal- 
| las prior to Broadway. 
| 


| 


Wilkes will 
be granted a leave from the local 
theatre to present the play in New 
York 

The season will 


local theatre 


open Oct. 6 with Bill Butler as the 
He will stage 


first guest director 
the Ford Foundation grant play, 
“The Physician for Fools,” by Ken- 
The ensuing pro- 
and then “A 


of “Game” 


with 
18 


- New Drama for B’way; 


The tour- 


in its 26th 


heatre, 


showcase 
Opera 
local 
spot for legit tourers in the regu- 


Ramsey 


next winter of a new 


Pearl Buck Working On 


Too Close to ‘Incident’ 
Aug. 4 
Nobel and Pulitzer Prize novelist 
Pearl Buck’s as a 
playwright haven't doused her en- 


Boston 
several failures 


thusiasm for the stage. She is cur- 
rently at work on a new drama to 
be produced on Broadway in the 
fall of 1960. She also has a new 
novel in the works. . 

The authoress was here last 
week to see a performance of “The 
Fourposter,” Jan de Hartog’s two- 
character comedy,-with actor-direc- 
tor Tad Danielewski and his wife, 
Sylvia Daneel, at the 300-seat Bos- 
ton Summer Playhouse. The show 
was presented by Stratton Produc- 
tions, of which Mrs. Buck and the 
Danielewskis are partners 
Her new play, a comedy-drama 
as yet untitied, but it wil! be 
done on Broadway by Stratton 
Productions, with Danielewski di- 
recting. The novelist-playwright 
| has not revealed what the subject 
matter of the new work will be, 
nor disclosed details of the new 
novel on which she’s working. 

Mrs. Buck plans to leave for Eu- 
rope in September to sit in on 
scheduled London and Berlin pro- 
ductions of “A Desert Incident,” 
her drama which was a seven-per- 
formance failure on Broadway last 
spring. 

In that connection the authoress 
says, “The play was centered on 
my interest in science and nuclear 
physics. I had worked on it a 
long time, but I see now that it 
failed as a drama because I pre- 
supposed a complex knowledge -on 
the part of the critics. 1] was too 
close to my material. 

“I've always been interested in 
the theatre. Before World War li 
I wrote a play called ‘Flight Into 
China,’ which was optioned but 
never produced.” Another stage 
work by Mrs. Buck, “The First 
Wife,” was given an off-Broadway 
presentation in English by the Chi- 
nese Theatre at the Barbizon 
Plaza, N. Y., during the winter of 
| 1945-46. 


1s 
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CASTING NEWS: 


a ee i i i i i i in i nt 


available part 




















t y shows, as well 
tis information } 
VARIETY Department by 
r jesterday (Tu 
I roles will be reper 
t st t will be made onl, 
r ti The intention 
Pp managements of 
r 1 t of blind items 
out cilar 
] ) the available part 
d i for later this 
? rent holding ope 
t10 Ir } ) (C) Comedy, 
MD Drama, (R) Revi 
7 
. | 
Legit | 
BROADWAY 
“Caligula” D Producers, 
( T ( & David J. Co- 
ga h St., Casting direc- 
to l Livingston Accept- 
i ) ! resume from femmes, 
35-40 male 28-29 good 
I ile, 45-50, Lee J. Cobb 
typ to producers 
‘Cap.sins and the Kings” (D) 
Produ David March; director, 
Jo ( id (200 W. 57th Sti., 
N.' ible parts, one femme 
a! l as follows: Girl Fri- 
da id-30’s; Navy officer, 
36; Oo l roles are top Navy 
bra la photo and resume to 
t 
“Edge of the Jungle” (D). Pro- 
ducer, J Field; director, John 
Hale » Cricket Theatre, 162 
Second Ave., N. ¥ Cast of Negro | 
and e. Casting through agents 
on 
“Fiorello” (MC). Producers, 
Robert Griffith & Harold S. Prince, | 
} male singers Aug. 17; 
Eq n singers Aug. 18; 
0 en singers Aug. 19; 
fe rs Aug. 20. All audi- 
t on at the Winter 
( tre. 1634 Broadway, 
N call for dancers Sept. 
] )am.; femme, 3 p.m.; 
op or dancers Sept. 2, 
s dule as for Equity. 
I pt. 3 Audition thea- 
t ited later 


Flewer Drum Song” (MC). Pro- 


a i urd Rodgers, Oscar 
H n 2d & Joseph Fields 
MM emme dancers-singers- 

of Oriental appearance for 
t plated English company 
Ma and resume to Eddie 
B » Rodgers & Hammerstein, 
4 Ave. 


“Free & Easy” (MD). Producer, 
e, 139 W. 44th St., 


N.¥ rt, Robert Breen; cast- 
it Cliff Stevens, PL 7- 
759 \ll negro cast. Phone for ap- 
p or mail photo and res- 
ume ) oducer, requesting ap- 
point I Pre-U.S. tour to open 
No it The Hague, Nether- 
lat 

“Girls Against the Boys” (R) 
Prod Albert Selden. Open 
call f neers today, 10 a.m. at 
A heatre, 250 W. 52d St., N.Y 

Girl from Outside” (MD). Pro- 
du George Cayley; casting di- 











eee oe. TT 


Forest Festiva, = 
tee Now Thru August 9 ed 
' 


° 2 es Bae es ee 





Since 1882 


| 710-112, EAST 14th STREET 
+ GR-7.4860 








MAXWELL 
LUMBER COMPANY 
SPECIALIZING IN SCENERY : 
BER FOR THE THEATRICAL TRADE 
Distributors of K. D. Fireproof 
Lumber and Plywood 
21) West 18th Street, New York 
WA 9-6088 








FOR SALE 
THEATRICAL TRUNKS (2) Osh- 
kosh “High-Boy Chiefs" — Clothes 
hang without folding. Terrific buy. 
Excellent Condition. Original cost 
over $800. TE 8-8678. 

—— 











friendly, good dancer. Mail photo 
and resume to producers 


er 
Allan A. Buckhantz; choreographer! 
Lee Scott production assistant 
Jeanette Kamins; musical director, 
Samuel Krachmalnick. Parts avail- 
able: two boys, 13, tall, skinny, 
regular guys; two femmes, smal 

to appear aged 6. Mail photo ar 

resume to Happy Town Company) 
140 W. 58th St., N.Y., Suite 7D 


parts: two men, late 20's 
women, mid 20's; femme, 80; Neg: 
femme, 50-60. Mail photo an 
resume to production office 


Ker? & George Justin (440 E 
}St., N.Y.-mailing address only 
Available parts: two detectives 


N.Y. Parts Available: femme, 25 
mute, fragile physically but strons 
emotionally, childlike but not 
childish, peasant, unconvention- 
ally attractive; male, 45, larg 
powerful, sensuous, dark, hum 

ous, must sing acceptabiy; male 
45-50, tall, gaunt, lecherous, sens 
of humor; male, early 20's, stron 
| peasant type, impetuous, mu 
move well and sing acceptab!; 
| male, late teens, peasant, fragile 
light complexion, must move we 

|} and sing well; femme, 25-30, at- 
| tractive, sexy commediene, sing 

maie, 40, athletic, trim, bullis} 
and powerful; two femmes, 50-60 
peasant women; male, _ short 
crude; extras, officers and soldi« 
all types. Singers need not 
trained, but should have stron 
voices and good sense of rhyth 

Mail photo and resume to pro 
ducers 











upco 1 Broadway, off-Broa 
ba oe . widustrial a d t 
been obtained directly by t 
one calls, and has bee re 
»s). 
ted weekly until filled, and addi 
when information is sccured fro 
is to service performers with leads 
he shows involved rather than to 


This information is published with- 


listed, the tabulation includes pro 
} 


season, but, Jor which, the manag: 
isting calls. Parenthetical designa- 
(D) Drama, (MC) Musical Comedy 


(Rep) Repertory, (DR) Drama 


¢———— 


‘ctor, Tony Rivers (154 W. 54 


st., N.Y Seeking male and femme 
leads, early 20s, lyric baritone and 
soprano, Japanese; to portray the 
Imperial prince and his common 

| Wife. Mail photo and resume to 
cas ing director 


“Geodbye Charlie” (C Pro- 


ducer, Leland Hayward, (655 Madi 
son Ave.); casting director, David 
Gray. Available part for man, 50 
tiollywood producer type, slight 
mid-European accent, energet< 
handsome. Mail photo and resume 
to casting director 


“Goodwill Ambassador” ( 
»roducers, American’ Playwright 


Guild, (5 E. 76th St., N.Y., TR 9 
8507) & George Brandt. Available 
parts: ingenue, 19-25, and severa 
English character men, 50-60 
Mail photo and resume to produ- 
cers, or phone for appointment 


“Greenwillow” (MC). Producers 


Robert Willey & Frank Produc 
tions. Inc., (157 W. 57th St., N.Y 


Availab'e parts: femme, 16-17, vil- 


lage type, pretty, shy, strong sing- 
ing voice, emotionally intense, but 
inarticulate; male, 19, farmer 
moody, stubborn but with sense of 
humor, robust singer; elderly char- 
acter woman, lively, vigorous 
sharped tongue, must do some 
dancing, sing well; boy, 12, happ 


“Gypsy” (MD). Producers, David 
lerrick, (246 W. 44th St., N.Y.) & 


Leland Hayward: casting director 
Michael Shurtleff. Accepting 
photos and resumes from teenage 
and child actor-singer-dancers, fo 
replacements and understudie 

Mail to casiing director. 


“Happy Town” (MC). Prodi 1C- 
B & M Productions; director 





“Juniper and the Pagans” (C 


Producer, David Merrick; direct« 

Robert Lewis (161 E. 80th St., N.¥ 
21 Accepting photo and resumé 
: Mexican types of all ages. Ma 


to director 
“Long and the Short and the 


Tall” (‘D). Producer, David Mer 
rick, (246 W. 44th St., N.Y.); cast 
ing director, Michael Shurtleff 
Available part for Japanese acto 


around °30, family man M 
photo and resume to casting direc- 
or. 


“Midnight Sun” (D). Producers 


Howard Erskine & Joseph Haye 


56 W. 45th St., N.Y.). Available 


tu 


“Moonbirds” (C). Producers, L 


"Or 


+ 


| comedians; college co-ed, 19; two 
; women, 24-26, excentric, beautiful 
Mail photo and resume to produ 
ers at above address. 


“Mother Courage” (MD). Pro 


ducers, Lee Paton & Robert Wel-|! 
ber, 152 W. 42d St. (Room 1004 


] 


‘ 


he 


“Ov Man Satan” (MD r 


ducer, Donald Heywood, (211 W 


Ste; 
“At the ea of a eect 


Hiwckley (99 Seventh Ave, 
ee 


“Dream Play” (D). Producer. 


Itkin (AL 4-3089 
“Great God Brown” (D). Produc- 
r. Edward Hambleton, (Phoe- 
nix Theatre, 89 Second Ave, 


Y.; OR 4-7160 


“Lend An Ear” (MR). Producers, 

yhan Slane & Jenny Lou Law, 

no production office set 

“Orpheus Descending” (D). Pro- 

ducer, Stella Holt, (325 W 
Y) 


N 


“Vincent” (D Producers, Am- 
non Kabatchnik & Fred Sammut 
WA 9-4248 











Opera 





a2 


“Every Girl Seis: a Parlor” 


New York State Opera Society 





neral-manager, Carl Yost «SU 
7-2056'. Standatd opera repertoire 

heduled for th season Cz 

on Aida.” Phone ene! 
nanager ior appointment 








Vaude-Cabaret 





Copacabana, N. Y 
male and femme singers Aug 
rom 3 p.m.-5 p.m.; showgirs ree 
quiring no dancing experience, 
11, from 3 p.m.-5:30 p.m.; be- 
tween 5'4” and 5’8” in bare feet 
All auditions at the club 


Au 








_—— 


Television 





OFF-BROADWAY 


. resume 
a “Grass Is Gree ne r’ 








Giffert 


“Leave rr To Jane” 


Adams & Leigh Associates, 


46th St., N Y Assistant, 
Merle Brown. accepting photo and 
of children for tv com- 
mercial Mail to above address. 

Dela McCarthy Assoc., 515 Mad- 
ison Ave. Casting, Colin D’Arcy. 
Submit photo and resume for con- 
sideration 

FCI Productions, Inc. Casting 
director, Barbi Norris, 66 Fifth 
Ave., N. Y. Cast mainly through 
agencies, but maintains file for 
industrial and commercials. Send 
photo and resume by mail onl) 
Grey Advertising, 430 Park Ave. 
asting, Jim Kaye. Submit photo 
and resume by mail only 
Hartford Management, Inc., 
48th St.: casting director, Mar- 
shall Migatz. Interviews by ap- 
pointment, but only on basis 
photo and resume. Mail to casti 
director 

Kastor, Hilton, Chesley. 
& Atherton ad agency, 570 Lexing- 
ton Ave. Casting, Richard King. 
Mail photo and resume 

Max Richard Agency, 1776 
Broadway, N. Y. Robert Richard 
seeking attractive femme juggler, 
t.v. commercial. Apply in per- 
son. Bring photo and resume 

“Camera Three,” educational, 
drama, CBS; producer, John Me- 
Submit photo and resume 
consideration. Nat Greenblatt 
524 W. 57th St 

“Lamp Unto My Feet,” 
drama, CBS; producer, Don Keller- 
ian; director, James MacAllen 
Submit photo and resume 
sideration. Paula Hindlin (524 W. 
57th St.) 

“Look Up & Live,” 
dramatic, CBS Producer, Jack 
Kuney; casting, Mare Merson, 524 
57th St. Casting from files. 
Mail photo and resume 

“Theatre for a Story. 
producer, Robert Herridge. Mail 
photo and resume to producer 
924 W. 57th St., N. Y. (Room 222), 

“The Verdict Is Yours,” unre- 
hearsed courtroom dramas. CBS; 
producer, Eugene Burr; director, 
3yvron Paul; casting contact, Nat 
Greenblatt, CBS, 524 W. 57th St. 
(do not phone Ne open casting; 
all done from files 
and resume for consideration. 











“Summe r r of the 17th Doll” 


‘(“L’Hurluberlu”) 
arden (1545 Broad-| 


%. Lobster ~ 


vod 
as & Chops 


lS West 45 New ‘Ye 
Stan Fuch Mike 





Clesed Saturdays During July And August 














Auditions ior 





Clifford 


religious 


for con- 


religious- 


” CBS-TV; 


Submit photo 








SHOWs IN REHEARSAL 


OFF-BROADWAY 





ird Karp & Gayle 


FOR SALE OR RENT 
850 SEAT THEATRE 


Brooklyn 
COMPLETELY AIR-CONDITIONED 


Stage and dressing rooms—2 fioors 
Suitable—Off B’way plays or Steck Co 


Subway station at property 
Call Cl 6-2824 or LA 4-4100 
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Road Quartet of Musicals Big | 
In Chi, L.A., and Frisco Stands 


The road's lineup of only fo 
musicals piled up hefty 
ain last week. 


Gazebo,” costarring Tom 


at 








and Jan Sterling, joined the tour- | 
ing list last Saturday (1) in Central 
City, Colo. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Part designations for out 
oT-tou shows are 1 same as ic 
Broad lu, except that hyphena ed 
T 1 Rous chanetli tion indicates 
tryout i RS indicates road show, 
Alst prices on touring shows in- 
clude 10° Federal Tax and local 
t / at bu ‘ ‘ Bre ada au 
Qa are ne 1 exclusive of 
ta Engagements are for single 
1 therwise sted. 

CHIC AGO 

Music Man, Shubert MC-RS 
2 5.50-86.60: 2.100: $71.- 
< Over $57,209 Previous 
wee} ¢ 8 Mm) 

LOS ANCELES 

West Side Story, Philharmonic 
Aud (MD-RS) (3d wk) ($5.75-$6.50 
2.671 $79,800) Almost $77,300) 
with Civie Light Opera subscrip- 
tion. Previous week, $77,200 with 
subscription. 

SAN FRANCISCO 

My Fair L dy, Opera House 
(M¢ RS 3d wk) ($5.75-$6.50; 3,- 
55 120,900) (Michael Evans, 
Diane Todd . Almost $108,000 with 
Civic Light Opera _ subscription. 
Previous week, $112 000 with sub- 
s« — on. 

Oklahoma, Curran ‘MC-RS) (2d 
wk $5.75-$6.50; 1,758; $59,000 
Helen Gallagher, Bobby Van, 
Jul Munshin). About $51,500 
with Civic Light Opera subscrip- 
tion. Previous week, $50,100 with 


subscription 


Shirley Booth $17,900 
In ‘Nina,’ Westport, Conn. 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 4. 

The Westport Country Play- 
house registered its biggest take 
of the season last week with a $17,- 
900 gross for “Nina,” starring 
Shirley Booth. The take at the 755- 
seater the previous frame 
$17.400 for “Red Letter Day,” 
starring Gloria Swanson The 
house scaled to $4.85 Saturday 
night and $4.40 weeknights. 

“Glass Menagerie,” costarring 
Jo Van Fleet, Eli Wallach and 
Anne Jackson, is cu is current 


Off Broadway Shows 


(F de opening dates) 


NEW YORK 
Boy Friend, Cherry Lane (1-25-58) 
Connection, Living Theatre (7-15-59). 
Enemy of the Peopie, Actors (2-4-59) 
Leave If to Jane, Sheridan Sq. (5-25-59) 
Many Loves, Living Th’tre (Rep) (1-13.59). 





is 


note 


Mark Twain Tonight, 4ist St. (46-59); 
closes Sept. 6 

©Cur Town, Circle in Square (3-23-59) 

Share Lettuce, Villaze Gate (7-28-59) 

Shaw Festival, Provincetown (5-26-59) 

Threepenny Opera, ce Lys (9-20-55) 


Waltz of the Toreadors, Cricket (4-6-59). 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 

Shakuntala, St. Marks 

Three Sisters, vous 


(9-9-59) 
St. (9-22-59). 


Simone, Gate (9-23-59) 
Confederates, aoreaae 9-28-59). 
Vincent, Cricket (9- ) 


Grest God Brown. P Deo ix ce 5-59 
Burning Bright, Th’'tre st 0-12-59) 
Summer ith Doll, P layers 10 13-59), 


LOS ANGELES 

Barber of Seville, LeGrand (7-21-59) 
Billy Barnes Revue, Los Palmas (10-13-58) 
Cold Wind, Players Ring (6-8-58). 
tmmoralist, Horseshoe (7-17-59 
Letter, Centre (6-20-59) 
Look Back in Anger, Gallery (6 ae 59). 
Paim Tree, Stage Society (7-24-5 
Tall Story, Omnibus (7-29-59). 
Tender Trap, Valley (6-5-59) 
Who That Lady, Civic (4-13-59) 

SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Cat on Hot Tin Roof, Valley (8-7-59). 





London Shows 


was | 


re? 


ee ‘Epitaph’ NSG $14,900, 





| natt” 


| fantasy 


| translated as 


| millions. 





Park Playhouse, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4 
“Epitaph for George Dillon,” 
with Ben Gazzara and Meg Mundy, 


rossed a modest $14,900 last week 


at the Playhouse in the Park here 
he previous week's take was 
$22,300 for “Glass Menagerie, 
irring Eli Wallach, Jo Van 
and Anne Jackson (Mrs. V/al- | 
In for a return stand this week 
is “View From the Bridge star- 
ring Luther Adler 


Russe Mesic Terp Co. 
3506 in 5, H’wood Bowl; 
N.Y. City Ballet $77,6 600 


Hollywood Aug 
The Russian Music & D: a 
Festival Co. topped $350,000 gross 
last week in five performances 
through last Sunday night (2) at 
the Hollywood Bowl. The troupe 
has been extended for two more 


performances, next Sunday-Mon- 
day (9-14) 

The N.Y. City Ballet racked up 
$77.600 in its opening week at the 
Green Theatre, and is expected to 
get $76,500 on the current hold- 
over, 


Get $129,659 in 7, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 
The Russian Music & Dance Fes- 
tival notched a great $129,659 for 
seven performances ended July 26 
at the 3,600-seat Opera House. 
Capacity for the stand was $132,- 
000 at a $9.90 top 
Harry Zelzer, who presented the 
troupe here, said it outgrossed all 
his previous attractions for a com- 
parable number of performances. 


SET MOBERG ‘JUDGE’ 
AS SWEDISH OFFERING ‘ 





Stockholm, July, 28 
The play, “Domaren” “The | 


Judge”) by Vilhelm Moberg, one of | 
the most sensational plays in re- 
cent years, will be filmed by San- 
drews. The playwright person- 
ally responsible for the screenplay, 
his first one since he wrote “Rid | 
(Ride Tonight) in 1943. Alf 
Sjoeberg will direct the film. 
“Domaren” localled in a 
- country leld Idyllia, 
which everybody who saw the play 
being Sweden. It 
tells the story of the artist Chris- 
ter Langton, who happens to be 
persona non grata in the eyes of 
some official people. The result is 
that, upon order by a judge, he is 
taken to an asylum as insane, Then 
the judge manipulates himself in- 
to the job as trustee of Langton’s 
It is perhaps only a 


is 


1s 


| strange coincidence that shortly be- 


fore this play was written, one of 
the most sensational trials (in 
which an artist and a judge fig- 
ured) ever held in Sweden followed 
the play’s plot with extreme care. 

“Domaren” has been played in 
almost every legit house in Sweden 
as well as in the other northern 


| countries and Germany. 


| 
| 


(Figures denote opening dates) 


Bive Magic Revue, Wales (2-19-59) 
Caught Napping, Piccadilly (5-22-59). 
Clown Jewels, Vic. Palace (3-5-59) 
Complaisant Lover. Globe (6-18-59). 
Farewell, Farewell, Garrick (6-5-58)._ 
Five Finger Exercise, Comedy (7-16 
Fool's Paradise, Apollo (4-1-59) 
French Mistress, Princes (6-4-59); 
ferred Monday (3) from the Adelphi 
Grass Is Greener, St. Mart. (12-2-58) 
Hostage, Wyndham’s (6-11-59) 
Irma La Douce, Lyric (7-17-58) 
Land of Smiles, Coliseum (7-9-59) 
Let ‘Em Eat Cake, Cambridge (5-6-59) 
Look After Lulu, Royal Ct. (7-29-59). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52). 
My Fair Lady, Drury Lane (4-30-58). 
Once More With Feeling, New (7-9-59) 
Pieasure His Co.. Haymarket (4-23-59). 
Prodigal Wife, Winter Gard. (5-28-59), 
Ring of Truth, Savoy (7-16-59). 
Roar Like a Dove, Phoenix (®-25-57). 
Roots, Duke of York’s (7-30-59). 
Rope Dancers, Arts (7 9-59) 
Salad Days, Vaudevi.le © 
Simple Spyman, Whitehall 
Taste of Honey, Criterion (2-10-59) 
Unexpected Guest, Duchess (8-12-58). 
West Side Storv, Meiesty’s (12-12-58). 
SE 


5-54) 


> 10 


53). 





Raisin in the Sun, { 
Hamiet, Queen's (8-4-59 
Sound of Murder ’ 
Fine Fettle, Pal 
Aspern Papers, 






‘8 12.59). 


gueen 's 





trans- 





On Film Directing Stint 


Boston, Aug. 4. 
Broadway director Jose Quintero, 


| who staged the Cambridge Drama 


> | 


a2 
| 


Festival production of “Macbeth” 
which opened last Thursday (30) 
at the new Boston Arts Center 
Theatre, planed Friday ‘31) to Hol- 
lywood to complete contract nego- 
tiations for his debut as a film di- 
rector. 
Quintero is 
three pictures, 
will be a remake of 


Stock Items 


skedded to handle 
the first of which 
“Stage Door.” 








Television performer Jeanne 
Baird makes her legit debut this 
week in “Say, Darling” at the 
South Shore Music Circus, Cohas- 
| set, Mass. 
| Actress Joanne Barry, who op- 
|erated the Myrtle Beach (S. C 
Piayhouse the last three years, will 
appear Aug. 18-27 in “Streetcar 
Named Desire’ at the Gateways 
Playhouse, Somers Point, N. J. 


| Friend 


het Quintero to Coast | 


j which 


3 Bard Revivals $40,600 
At Stratford Fest, Conn. 


Stratford, Conn., Aug. 4 


The American Shakespeare Fes- | 


nifty $40,600 last 
performances of | 
three 
and 
of 


tival pulled a 
week for three 
“All’s Well That Ends Well,” 
performances of “Romeo 
Juliet” and two performances 
“Merry Wives of Windsor.” 
The take at the Festival Theatre 
the previous week at the regulal 
$5.75 top was $40,800 on the same 
performance brosneen n, 


Body Bally for ‘Susan’ 
Pulls Big $7,500 Gross 


For Fulton, Lancaster 





Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 4 
The Fulton Theatre here piled 
up the heftiest gross of its initial 


season with a $7,500 take last week 
for “Susan Slept Here.” Joy Har- 
mon and Jay Warre1 headed the 
cast, with the management going 
in for heavy exploitation of the 
physical attributes of the 19-year- 
old Miss Harmon, who recently 
appeared on Broadway in “Make a 
Million.” 

Grosses for the previous produc- 
tions at the 900-seater were as low 
as $1,500 for “Tender Trap,” which 
played at a $1.50 for all eight per- 
formances. Warren took over the 
lead role in that show when Keefe 
Brasselle withdrew from the as- 
signment during rehearsals 

“Bells Are Ringing,” with June 
Erickson and Tom Avera, grossed 
$4,400 as the initial offering at the 
house. “Say, Darling’ followed 
with a $1,800 take. “Trap” was 
next and the Pat O’Brien in “The 
Loud Red Patrick,” which nabbed 
$3,700. Constance Carpenter in 

Suntie Mame,” which preceded 
“Susan,” grossed $3,000. The reg- 
ular scale at the theatre is $1.40- 
2.9 





Connie Carpenter ‘Mame’ 
Fast $7,900, Corning, N.Y. 


Corning, N. Y., Aug. 4 
“Auntie Mame,” with Constance 
Carpenter, grossed a rousing $7,- 
900 last week at the Corning Sum- 
mer Theatre. 


The previous week's take was 
$5,600 for “Diary of Anne Frank.” 
“Li'l Abner” 


is current 


‘Most Bway Shows Still Sluggish; 


‘Music’ 656, ‘Redhead’ 496, ‘J.B.’ 216, 
Majority’ $45,200, ‘Pleasure’ $19,600 





Betsy Palmer-Kasznar 


‘318, 500 at Sacandaga, N.Y. 
Sacandaga, N.Y., Aug. 4. 
setsy Palmer and Kurt Kasznar 
continued their mop-up stock tour 
Once More, with Feeling,” with 
a cliek gross of $18,500 last week 
at the Sacandaga Summer Theatre 
The costars are appearing in the 
Har Kurnitz comedy this week 
the Falmouth Playhouse, Co- 
onamessett, Mass., and play next 
eek at the Lakes Region Play- 
house, Gilford-Laconia, N.H. 


CROUCHO $22,939, CHI: 
ANOTHER NEW RECORD 


Chicago, Aug. 4 
Groucho Marx again broke the 
e record last week at the Ed- 
water Beach Playhouse, with a 
ss of $22,939 for the holdover 
“Time For Elizabeth.” Previous 


nou 








high for the 1,000-seat silo was 
$21,562, established by Marx in the 


first week of the show. 

The comedian also holds the box- 
record at the Edgewater for 
a two week engagement with $44,- 
501 for the fortnight’s run of “Eliz- 
abeth.” 


Damone- Ww altz’ $50,000, 
Starlight, Kansas City 


Kansas City, Aug. 4. 

“Great Waltz,” with Vic Damone, 
grossed a good $50,000 last week 
as the seventh production of the 
outdoor season of musicals in the 
Swope Park Starlight Theatre 
here. Unfavorable weather Thurs- 
day and Friday (30-31) nights cut 
into the take. The previous week’s 
gross was $45,000 for “New Moon.” 

Gordon and Sheila McRae began 
a two-week run at the 7,600-seater 
last night (Mon.) in “Bells Are 
Ringing.” 


office 


Legit Bits 


Maxine Keith has taken over as 
pressagent for the Bucks County 
Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., succeed- 
ing Ned Armstrong, who resigned 
the job when Michael Ellis, pro- 
ducer of the spot, cancelled a 
scheduled two-week tryout of 
Armstrong’s play, “Intermission.” 
Filling the fortnight vacancy re- 
sulting from the cancellation will 
be another tryout, “The Lautrec 
Print,” by Paul Murray and Mateo 
Lettunich, starring Vicki Cum- 
mings, Murray Matheson and Lee 
Bergere, opening next Monday 
(10). 

Robert Combs has joined the 
resident company at the Guthsville 
Playhouse, Allentown, Pa. 

Robert Downing will be produc- 
tion stage manager for “Cheri.” 

Sid Ramin will do the orchestra- 
tions for “Girls Against the Boys.” 

Peggy Mondo has returned to 
“The Music Man,” after six weeks 
absence due to illness. 

William Dorsey Blake, Frisco 
publicist, has secured the rights to 
dramatize Carlos Baker’s novel, “A 
in Power,” for Broadway 
production. Samuel French agent 
the script. 

Barbara Baroe is appearing in 
“Oh Men, Oh Women” this week 
in support of Betty Ann Grove at 
John Cameron's Theatre, Allen- 


town, Pa. | 


Jean Rosenthal will do the light- 
ing and Cecil Beaton the sets for 
“Saratoga.” 

Gwen Verdon has signed an ex- 
tension through June 30, 1960, as 
star of “Redhead.” 

Philip Lang will do the orches- 
trations and Larry Rosenthal will 
supply the ballet and incidental 
music for David Merrick’s produc- 
tion of “Connecticut Summer. 

Jerry Arlen has been set as mu- 
sical conductor for “Saratoga.” 

Lloyd Burlingame, who designed 
the sets for the current off-Broad- 
way revival of “Leave Ito Jane,” 
has received a Fulbright Scholar- 
ship to the Berea Academy of Fine 
Arts in Milan, Italy, where he'll 
study with Nicola Benois, chief de- 
signer at the La Scala Opera 
House. 

The Theatre Guild in a iation 
with Don Herbert is planning a 
Broadway pr oduction of Robertson 
Davies’ novel, “Leaven of Malice,’ 
the author is adapting 


ssoce 


‘in| 


| Giusto Castle. The musical, 


collaboration with British produc- 
er-director Tyrone Guthrie, who's 
a likely candidate to stage the 
play. 

Frederick Dvonch has 
signed as musical director for 
Sound of Music.” 

Edward Shelton has replaced 
Bernard Pollock as backstage stage 
manager for “Sweet Bird of 
Youth.” Pollock left the show to 
stage manage the Fashion Industry 
Show at the American National 
Exhibition in Moscow. 

Singer - comedienne Honey San- 
ders, who appeared off-Broadway 
last season in “She Shall Have 
Music.” is currently playing night 
club dates in Europe. 

Irving Acitman will 


been 
“The 


be musical 


director for “The Girls Against 
the Boys.” 
Hal Holbrook’s one-man show, 


“Mark Twain Tonight,” will be re- 
corded tomorrow afternoon 
(Thurs.) by Columbia Records. 
Charles Friedman, who's been 
active as a television director in 
recent years, is planning on re- 
suming activity as a legit stager. 
An Italian production of “Kiss 
Me, Kate” is scheduled to preem 
Saturday (8) in Trieste, Italy, at 
the outdoor theatre next to the San 


the title, “Baciami, Caterina,” 
run eight performances and then go | 
into general release for all of Italy. 

Claire Teitel, former publicist 


for the North Jersey Playhouse, 
Fort Lee, N. J.. and Merwin Orner, 
former co-producer at the same 


spot, have formed a new Tenafly 
(N. J:) agency, Claire Teitel Asso- 
ciates, for the handling of public- 
ity, advertising and theatre parties. 

Kermit Bloomgarden and Ray 
Stark have postponed their pro- 
jected B roadway producti on of the 
musical “Mrs. ‘Arris Goes to 
Paris,” which had been scheduled 
to open next Dec. 17 at the Alvin 
Theatre. N. Y. 

The Theatre Guild {s planning a 
Broad production this season 
of “Jolly’s Progress,” Lonnie Cole- 
man’s lantation of his nov 
“Adams’ W " Eartha Kitt will 
star in the pla which will be 
directed by Atex Segal, with scen- 
ery bv Peter Larkin 

Philip Lanenrer is planning a 
Broadway production of “Judg- 
ment at Nuremberg,” which Abby 

(Cc ed on page 78) 


+ 


+ 1,101; 


under | 
will 


continued 


| 
K 


Broadway generally 
downbeat last wee although busi- 
ness improved for a few shows. 

Flower Drum Seng” climbed 
back te rtual capacity, while 
“Gypsy,” “My Fair Lady” and 
“Raisin in the Sun” held at their 
sellout pace 

“Billy Barnes Revue” joined the 
Main Stem lineup this week in a 
moveover from the off-Broadway 
York Theatre .and “La Plume de 
Ma Tante” resumed at the Royale 
Theatre after a four-week layoff 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama) 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), QO (Opera), OP (Op. 
eretta). 

Other 


reter 


parenthetic designations 
respectively, to weeks played, 

umber of performances through 
ast Saturden, top prices (where 
two prices are given, the higher is 
for Friday-Saturday nights and the 
lower for weeknights), number of 
seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10% Federal and 
5°% City tax, but grosses are net; 
i.e., exclusive of taxes. 

Destry Rides Again, Imperial 
(MD) (15th wk; 116 p) ($8.35-$9.40; 

27; $67,500) (Andy Griffith, Do- 
lores Gray). Over $45,600. Previous 
week, $49,100. 

Flower Drum Song, St. James 
MD) (35th wk; 280 p) ($8.05-1,615; 
$63,752). Over $63,400. Previous 
week, $62,000. 

Gypsy, Broadway (MC) 
83 p) ($8.60-$9.40; 1,900; 
Ethel Merman). Another 


(llth wk; 
$83,000) 
$82,900. 


J.B., ANTA (D) (34th wk; 268 p) 
$6.90; 1,185; $46,745) (Christopher 


Plummer, Basil Rathbone, James 
Daly). Over $21,000 with twofers. 
Previous week, $16,700 with two- 
fers. 

Majority of One, 


Shubert (C) 


(24th wk; 192 p) ($6.90; 1.453; $53,- 
000) (‘Cedric Hardwicke, Gertrude 
Berg). Nearly $45,200. Previous 
week, $47,600. 

Music Man, Majestic (85th wk; 


676 p) ($8.05; 
most $65,000 
$60,900. 

My Fair Lady, Hellinger, 
(177th wk; 1,411 p) ($8.05; 
$69,500) (Edward Mulhare, 
Charles). Nearly $70,200 
weeek, same 

Pieasure of His Company, Music 
Box (C) (‘4lst wk; 326 p) ($6.90; 
$38,000) (‘Cyril Ritchard, 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Chariie 
Ruggles, Walter Abel). Almost 
$19,600. Previous week, $20,500. 

Raisin in the Sun, Barrymore ‘D) 
21st wk; 166 p) ($6.90; 1,067; $41,- 


1,626, $71,000). Al- 
Previous week, 


(MC) 
1,551 
Pamela 
Previous 


087) (Sidney Poitier). Nearly $41,- 
300. Previous week, $41,700. 
Redhead, 46th St MD) (25th 
wk; 196 p) ($9.20; 1.297: $62,410) 
‘Gwen Verdon). Nearly $49,000 
with -Miss Verdon missing the 


matinee and evening performance 


Saturday (1) because of a sprained 
ankle Allyn McLerie subbed. 
Previous week, $49,700 

Sweet Bird of Youth, Beck (D) 
(2ist wk; 167 p) ‘$6.90; 1,280; $47.- 
963) (Paul Newman, Geraldire 
Page, Sidney Blackmer Over 


$33,200. Previous week, $34,500 

Two for the Seesaw, Booth (CD) 
8ist wk; 644 p) ($6.90; 780; $32.- 
300) (Hai March, Lee Grant). Over 
$8,000 with twofers. Previous week, 
$9.000. 

World of Suzie Wong. Broadhurst 
(D) (42d wk; 335 p) ($6.90; 1,214; 
$47,400). Nearly $25,900 with two- 
fers. Previous weex, $26,200 with 
twofers. 

Miscellaneous 

Once Upon A Mattress, Phoenix 
(MD) (12th wk; 96 p) ($4.60; 1,150; 
$29,382). — $17,000. Previous 
week, $18,00 


RESUMING THIS WEEK 
La Plume de Ma Tante, Royale 
(R) ($8.05; 1,050; $44,500) (Robert 
Dhery). Resumed last Monday (3) 

after a four-week lavoff. 
OPENING THIS WEEK 
Billy Barnes Revue, Golden 
$4.85; 800; $22,000). 
night ‘Tues.) in a 
the off-Broadway 
where it 
with the 
top as 
priced 


R) 
Opened last 
moveover from 
York Theatre, 
played 64 performances 
b.o. scaled to the same 
the Golden. The lowest- 

ticket at the Broadway 
house, however is $2.00, less than 
the $2.25 charged at the York. The 
show was reviewed as an off-Broad- 
way presentation in the June 24 
59 issue of VARIETY. 





weorge , Rey Hill signed to d 
the mu 1 “Greenwillow,” 
Jack Cole, will do the 


ect 
and 


choreog- 


ca 
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— s enir-hunters could “liberate’ 
> e | the or, in fac maynaps that was 
l fera fi a ulculated risk and _ perhaps 

intention This was true of the 











Dempsey, Et al. 


eet on his memoirs, 


already has sched- 


tein’s “The Joy of 
don his seven scripts 


th foreword by Moss 


Martin Gardner; 





S&S show biz and literati 


Really ‘Confidential’ 

and the estate of 
editor of the N. Y. 
ind collaborator with 
o is a regular Mirror 


irds Bob Harrison's 





i is still publish- 
as a monthly, con- 


vait-Mortimer “Con- 





or early next because 


C ‘oy 





mer did not prepare 
tion and therefore 


tion copyrighted by 


on's deal for the ac- 
ese rights calls for 


f of the team, despite 
| tiff with Harrison, finds 


Pane a ho e pianoforte-shaped 
ind boxes adorned with Van 

himself in a contradictory position Cliburn’'s kenes many of the 

since they are tied to Judson on a Pp the N.Y. preview, without 

royalty - per-copy basis. (Presum erence, leaned ove 1 san 

ably it’s about 1'2-2c per copy bonbons although desistin 

understood also that a $5,000 ad- f taking the chocolate boxes 

vance figured in the deal w 

Judson Understood Harrison is 

pitching for a 1,000,000 distribu Dial’s New Setup 

tion of his first New York Con R rd Rast t. the now 

fidential ' lent and publisher of Dial 
He will follow it up with US.A. | Nien. A osek ties As : a 

Confidential, and eventually break 4, ge eecnite Tonk. sec 

it down into several regional and 4} ean oe ye d 

territorial Confidentials. Inciden : i Sart eee 

tally, U. S. Confidential, their se ; 

ond book, was the only one that ; L 





figured in an infringement suit 


Chicago Confidential and Washing- \ i Joel, widow of George 
ton Confidential were Lait-Morti- %°°! Secretal The p.a. for Dial 
mer’s No. 2 and No. 3 books : Susan Deere 

Mortimer, on his own, licensed E 1 Joe were igtime 


Eddie Small’s two pix, “N. Y. Cor i ers in Dia 
fidenfial” (WB) and “Chicago Con 
fidential” (UA release). His current 


hi Americ Move 


~ 


an’s Press 


tv “Confidential” (Lee Tracy) se ( 10 Americar afternoon 
ries is also independent of the gazette purchased by the Chicago 
books Tribur n October 1956, last week 
_—_-— nor production operations to 

Moss Hart’s Book Bally rib plant, a step which should 
Moss. Hart's. autobiograpl! eX} te production and enable 
which Random House will | ! Ame an to print full color 


“Act I,” 
publish next month, has some $60.- 3S 
000 in byproduct income from a !! . 
McCall's chapter, a Life mag 
cerpt, and a Reader’s Digest Book 


a when WGN 
small building ad- 
the Amer- 
g-and-baggage 





ex 

















Ciub condensation . In addition, Ed the parent npany. WGN 
Sullivan plans doing a show built not Trib will move 
around the playwright to 1 fa ties on Chicago's 
Hart's personal enthusiasm for ! est S le 
the book “makes him a pubiisher’s \ nwhile, the competing C 
delight,” says RH prexy Bennet Sun-Times an! ed that its 
Cerf, because of his willingness t ) no sheet News 
cooperate on all stunts. The m¢ share i pressroo whe! 
oir takes Hart up to his first Broad- S-1 t Sf ,000 « nsi¢ 
way click with “Once In A Life pleted. Field Ente 
time.” ( ns t wo 
c ! cs Ol de 
Underwriting RH Stock ag at Can tu 
Understood that Charles Allen & a U,UUU Nn wspapt S 
Co. will underwrite the publ ; c said, “3 ey pee 
financing of part of the Rando — ee cago oF be 
House stock, which will probabl é 3 Off 


embrace the block of shares whic 
partners Bennett Cerf and Dona 





S. Klopfer bought in from a thir ~ Sal ed of Seven 
partner, Robert Haas, now de r ting trip in Arizon: 
ceased i Kirs is sold paperback 

Thus, RH would join McGraw s of his new tome. “In 7 
Hill, Prentice-Hall, Allyn & Bacon, Wrong Rain,” to Bantan 
Henry Holt Co., World and others k Olset nsferred to Né 
as publicly held (at least in part) \ of Time-Life. succeed- 
companies. At one time both Holt as ( so bureau chief by Mur- 
and World were interested in buy Gart 
ing out both Cerf and Klopfer an Bett e Egg and I”) MacDonr- 
merging Random House ling } autobiograt 

M ] ¢ } 


\ . Ww . ninco 


Objectionable to Moscow 


fal | f+ > Tile 
ilf 


The Russians’ removal of certa! i é k ¢ of e 
Soviet-critical books at the Ame I and J Roeburt nove 
can Exhibition in Moscow, whi arthquak Randon Hous 
is concurrent with the Soviet FE» i by Crest in spring 


hibition at New York's Coliseu 

warrants this reprise of an excer] , 
from the VARIETY story reviewil . 
the USSR fair, captioned “R f ed,” “Ot! 
Square at Columbus Circle.” ie 


. Twin 
iwin 

Gooc 
Montilivit 





Press? In the USSR there are 1ug 
23 national daily newspapers i 
which Pravda’s 5,600,000 circ ee 
tion is the largest. There are 5lf 
national newspapers published t 
their local language; there 
4,325 small town sheets in vario et segn 
languages; there are 75 language t ys 
in the USSR which publish in 104 ns GI 
different lingos.” 

In the Coliseum are shown s: t ame Ca 
ples of all these, along with many Eiaine | 1 os retiring to 
of their book publications, some 4 ire 
elaborate illustrated editions, f¢ I te TV Guide pub 
all to see and handle. In fact, the nage is author of ar 
somewhat careless exposure thereof e on Danny M aug skip- 
inspired an observation, made pi é ef yurgh Pirates, in 
vately at the time, that Yank ‘ August e ot Extension 

zine na nal Catneglic 








~ RANDOM HOUSE, 


IN BOOK FORM 


a < 





Willard 


% Suzy Carol Heyn, daughter of 
Ernest V. Heyn, editor of Famils 
Veek and Suburbia Today 

























e Lo ige, of the Air Force 
Aug. 29 wedding sched- 
Seque Sti of the 
T fk a li Sir el! v nic l 
gers & Hammerstein are musi- 
g for Mary Martin, is called 
A F; On Wheels by Maria 
7 sean es " A Trapp with Ruth T. Mur- 
C k Lippir will publish in 
Septembe 
n Carter, 62, managing editor 
I ‘ Pa New Era 
i July 27 following a lengthy 
ess. He is Cl editor of the 
P idelphia Press before moving 
By Lancaster in 1923 where he was 
LORRAINE editor of the Sunday News. He 
HANSBERRY 1 the New Era in 1928 
N.Y. Times staffer Robert Daley's 












anecdotal book for Lippincott pub- 


ition this 


fall is titled “Men 

Mains and Alligators Another: 
Times staffer, John Briggs, who 
vas formerly editor of The Etude 
editor of the N.Y. Post 


and musi 





s written “The Collector's Tchai- 







By 
LEONARD 
SPIGELGASS 





kovsky and The Five,” also for 
Lippincott, and still another con- 
tributor to the same daily, jazz re- 
viewer John S. Wilson, will have 


Jazz: Modern 
rm s imprint, 


Collector’s 
|} under the same f 


The 
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: SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


FHFHFFHFEPEPEPEOS By Frank Scully PEEOOEEE toed eeee > 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 


The image eS see » be on a long bender of revivalism. Al 
Capone of Chicago, Dutch Schultz of New Jersey and F.-Scott Fitz- 
gerald of St. Paul, Minn., are at present away out front in the race to 
queeze some extra bucks ¢ of the recently dead past — the once 
tumultuous '20s 

But nobody |} tapped the richest ore-body of them all. I refer, of 
course, to A nedy Semple McPherson. There have 
been a few n this sex-appealing preacher, but the 
most exciting liveliest of them all has recently come 
off the Viki he authorship of Lately Thomas, a name 
new to me am 





He claims most of his material came from a mountain of Aimee’s 
3.600 pages of legal transcripts running to 900,- 


Hardy impeachment trial—piled up 


press notices as we as 
000 words. A sidesh« he Judge 


350,000 more 











Sister et personal histories herself and a third, compiled 
posthumously, was called e Story of My Life Also Nancy Barr 
Mavity knocked off one 28 years ago called “Sister Aimee.” But this 
montage of Lately Thomas, called “The Vanishing Evangelist is a 
$5 item and transcends all others in melodramatic interest. It makes 
the kidnapping affair a must for pictures. It has more surprises, thrills 
and switches than a first ride in a roller coaster 

So What Did Happen? 

All those who re ber the affair may think they know what hap- 
pened after the adorable and evangelical Aimee stepped into the Pa- 
cific for a swin Ocean Park beach on the afternoon of May 1& 
1926, was presumed to have drowned and showed up a month later on 
the Mexican side of Douglas, Ariz., claiming she had been kidnapped 





























and had escaped he upto by cutting the ropes, which bound her 
hand and foot, with the roughed edges of an opened tin can, and had 
wandered 20 miles t igh sand and cactus without water i whth- 
out a scrat Ir d of hunting down he l ed kidnapp the 
police spent tl next mc t g to jail her instead. These coppers 
believed that v alleged ki ppers were demanding a §$ ).000 
anson 4 ee § { I 1 in a bungals it Care 
I 300 1 es of I Kenne G. Orn or b ling 
and lame radio ¢ 1 € dials of A es 
Angelus Ten € ymas poir ( t is never 
provea she ha t ( ¢ 1 sper 3 
l 4 ( ed ( 

gr persor ( g Y Ur Wa 1 » Sea 
diver who is é s fo bod \ € is 
a d lawye R A. McK ¢ ( s 2 I of 
the U.S.A. I fl arour lik sa er 
and into t € I D.A Asa Keye 1 » De eX- 
( ed during A é hearir x k to 
aetend 1 ¢ ( 

Keyes ({ € 4 \ s ) ive 
tne grand i A ) € I Pp at ix 
on Ut K 4 g ed ri of the irors. a 
dame, flushed e of e ¢ a ! » fror the Carme{ 
bung pre \ s in down the toilet of the 
u roc ihe ng ss he hred whole 
grand 

Subseque D.A. ¢ ert A e¢ nd ther 
Mrs Minnie Ke 4 a ent ere be g no it V 

to Judge Ke c sa of same’) on ¢ ge it the gals 

ere or! I ( ructing just" and in a i- 

to manu é ie 4 } Lorraine Wise in t 

aS fe ‘no C Ss nda I 4) Ww VU yn 

Ca e este t 

The Vanishing Ormy 

There was a ibpoer té Ormiston too. He's tl wienie that 

o s e ¢ D f went unae the n of H, 
C. Corne R Stringe Frank Gibson, George McIntire, Dr. Mer- 
on, James V Free f K. Gladstone, but he was not 
apprener led nt I e < ‘ > is about ‘ ‘ In ta t he ’ is 
bille M prave D sure g € iot 

a e n 
pent s i 
e ol Limec nt 
€ D 
e ff k 
bu 
Nice Laigs, Eh 
‘ é ed in court, were len enough to 
\ Tanne » ad t nea S.a de J 
and conte ed s I 1 ft n for A t and had bee paid, 
hough n t ome M a Ker f ( tribution 
to the hoax. ! most (¢ I ng the 
prosecullor € 

Though e pre na ah 4 audie ese 
were as notl pared é ousan¢ ) nmed \r 3 
remple ¢ nig » he \ p the d do ini « t. To 
this audience 1e¢ i ners night er the 
radio 

There 1 Se ¢ t 0 op Aimee from t ng due 
proce ») Gilbert & S in I 1 By J and it became quite 
evident after a few days t t » court, short of Old Bailey, could con- 
vict he of s ich as a afi Vidlatior she id a battery of four 
lawyers who handled the atinee performances in court but the night 
shows Vv e all Almee 


Even Cops Get Clinked In This One 








A deputy D. A. named Joseph W. Ryan and his uncle, a chief of 
dicks named He n ¢ ne vere assigned to the case and though 
friendly at fi ( ef didn't believe kidnap pitch and the 
longer t S€ ent o é r believe Ryan got vanked off 
he case f being m«¢ his dou than the D. A., and 
Cline even got arrested before the files were closed on the 
lantast fla 

There was an er e\ n town, the Reverend Bob Shuler. He 
didn’t believe Aimee eve f honest breath. He pounced on her, 
he press and the lega for giving her anything but a one-way 
pass to San Quentin for adult that, incredibie as it may seem, be- 
ing a fe n California. But his audiences, compared to Aimee’s 
were as small as Bronco B Anderson's compared to Matt Dillon's 

The cops finally caught up with Ormiston in Chicago but he eluded 





them and surrendered in L.A. where bail was quickly arranged. This 
was six months after he is f wanted. By then the D. A. didn't 
know his elbow from his « the case and asked the court to dis- 
miss the charges against everybody, on the obvious ground that it 
would be impossible to get conviction. The court acceded and Aimee 
prompt faintec on receiving the news 

She left on a country-wide Vindication Tour and a month later Mrs. 
Kenneth G. Ormiston arrived from Australia. On St. Valentine’s day 
quelle irony!) in 1927 she was granted an uncontested divorce on the 


grounds of desertion. For all the publicity involving Mrs. McPherson 


and Mrs. Wiseman, no “other woman” was named in the divorce com- 
plaint 
Aimee died in an odor of sanctity, proving that a rep, however ac- 


} quired, tends to become sanctified if held on to long enough 
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Broadway 


Lily Pons wings it to Cannes, her 
birthplace, for month visit with her 
family. 

Mitch Woodbury, columnist for 
the Toledo Blade, in for a week's 
look at the shows. 

Songsmith Mitchell 
Europe with his family Sept 
the SS Queen Elizabeth. 

Ed Seay, Hotel Plaza publicist 
doing the Vienna-Rome-London 
tourist bit this week, by air. | 

Harry Saranoff, vet fiddle player 
and sexton of the Friars Club, is 
candidate for reelection to Demo- 
cratic County Committee. 

Hal Wallis, film financier Serge 
Semenenko and Celebrity Service's | 
Earl Blackwell sailed for Europe 
last week on the S.S. United States® 


Parish to 
9 on 


Den Cossack Chorus Inc. has 
been authorized to conduct an 
entertainment business in New 


York. Melvin Katske is a director 
and filing attorney. 

Max Asnas, boniface of The 
Stage. left for Hollywood accom- 
panied by 100 Ibs. of pastrami and 
salami to give his Coast friends a 
whiff of New York. 

William Zeckendorf making the 
ground-breaking ceremonies this 
«Wed.) noon for the new Zecken- 
dorf Hotel on 6th Ave. and 51-52 
St. a social event, by invitation. 

Theatrical attorney Julian T 
Abeles and his wife, Rose, were on 
that Queen Elizabeth sailing iast 
week that experienced the accident 
with the SS American Hunter in 
lower N. Y. bay. 

Ruby Foo’s Den Inc., West 52d 

chowmeinery w.k. to the show 
biz bunch, filed an arrangement 
petition under Chapter 11 of the 
Bankruptcy Act iisting $144,928 in™ 
liabilities and $9,600 assets. 

Ed ‘and Pegeen) Fitzgerald, re- 
cently moved to Central Park 
West, was aware of some of the 
dodges the wouldbe muggers em- 
ploy when “begging” for .. handout 
and averted what he felt was a 
potential mugging by ominously 
swinging the heavy dog-chain he 
now carries when airing the family 
poor Nn. | 

American Ambassador to Italy | 
James D. Zellerbach tried to make 
himself understood with a break- 
fast order for eggs at the Spoleto 
Music Festival; drew a picture of 
an egg for the non-English speak- 
ing Italian waiter, who immedi- 
ately registered understanding — 
and came back with a chicken 
sandwich! 

Johnny Carson emceed the 30th 
anniversary show of the Westches- 
ter Country Club Saturday night 
(1), which included the Martelli 
Trio, Dolores Perry and The 
Goofers. Rockefeller Center prexy- 
showman Gus Eyssell is on the 
club’s board of governors. Travel 
agent Bill Fugazy contributed a 14- 
day SS Homeric passage ‘for two) | 
as the grand prize of the door 
raffle. 

Tex McCrary’s public relations 
firm opened Coast office in Beveriy 
Hills. Knox Manning, former NBC 
news commentator, recently re- 
signed as special assistant to the 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce 
for International Affairs in Wash- | 
ington, to take charge of client) 
services emanating from the new 
division of the McCrary organiza- 
tion. At the outset, the office will | 
direct Century City, the 88-build- | 
ing, 260-acre, $500,000,000 Webb & 
Knapp development project on the 
site of the former 20th Century- 
Fox studio property adjacent to 
Beverly Hills. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 
(1755 Caiais Dr; UNion 5-5389) 
Agent Art Gordon, who pack-| 
aged the click Cubano revue at 
the Biltmore Terrace, getting bids 
for showing in L 
Copa City reported on auction | 


St 


block, with Maj. Riddle and Harold | 
Minsky of the Dunes, Las Vegas, 
interested in acquisition. 

Montmartre inaugurated name 
weekend shows policy with George | 
deWitt; Smith and Dale teeing off. | 
Joey Adams also is a pactee. 

Fontainebleau booked Billy 
Barnes eight-person intime revue 
(now at Las Palmas Theater in 
L. A.) for run beginning Oct. 1, for 
jis La Ronde. 

Keefe Brasselle, current at 
Americana’s bal Masque, setting 
up a teaming idea with wife Arlene 
(ex-DeMarco Sisters) for an Ed 
Sullivan show appearance. 

Memory of late Ben Kelly 
(brother of Al Kelly), honored by! 
city council, which dedicated a 
bronze plaque to him in tribute to 
his founding (and directing) of 
variety shows there. 

Discoveryland, new amusement 
park announced for North Miami 
lecation, being built for 1960 by In- | 
ternational Recreation Co., which is | 
currently building similar project 
in Bronx, N. Y 

Jerry Wald has aide here setting 


Boys, directed by Edward von 
| Borsody. 
Albert Quendler cultural film 


| productions won first prize ($1,000) 


| outfit) finishing cultural on Em- 


| program, as scenic presentation of 


up location shots for contemplated 
film on Miami Beach. Fontaine- 
bléau will be h.q. and most-used | 
setting for plot concerning roman- 
tic adventures of four TWA stew- 
ardesses. 

George Hoover, ex-Florida State 
Theatres topper, bought the Wil- 
liams chain of 11 film houses in 
north Florida and Georgia. He'll 
operate from Miami under corpo- 
rate label of Interstate Theatres, 
with Nat Williams Jr. as district 
manager. 


Boston 


By Guy Livingston 

(342 Little Bldg.; DE 8-7560) 

Clara Ward Singers booked for 
Jordan Hali concert Oct. 10. 

Van Cliburn in for music crix in- 
terviews and press rounds on RCA 
promosh tour. 

Pearl Buck in for ‘Four Poster,’ 
which she is coproducing, at Boston 
Summer Theatre. 

Bernadine Lovell on the 88 at 
Dick Richard’s Black Angus while 
Helen Manning vacations. 

Sam Vine brings his hypno act 
from long stay at Reef, Revere, to 
Hi-Way Casino for four-week book- 
ing. 

“Lloyd Bridges and Jake LaMotta 
in “Guys and Dolls” at Carousel 
tunetent, Framingham, through 
Aug. 15. 

Erroll Garner opens at Denny 
Mulcahy’s Salisbury Beach Frolies 
Sunday (9) for week. Frankie Ava- | 
lon follows. 

Oscar Doob in for press confabs 
on “Ben-Hur” skedded to open at 
Ben Sack’s Saxon deluxer around 
Thanksgiving. j 

First Boston Jazz Festival set for | 
Fenway Park, Aug. 21-23 by Shera- 
ton Hotel Corp. and George Wein, | 
Hub jazz entrepreneur. | 

“Porgy and Bess” has its New 
England preem at Dan Finn's Astor | 
Theatre Thursday (6) for benefit 
N. E. Baptist Hospital League sold | 
out. 


, 





Philadelphia | 


Actor Mark Richman is heading 
for Hollywood where he will do a| 
tele series with June Allyson. 

McGuire Sisters will star at Phil- | 
adelphia’s annual Hero Scholar-| 
ship Fund Thrill Show in Munici- 
pal Stadium. 

Philadelphia's Variety Club, Tent 
13, will hold its annual golf tourney | 
and dinner-dance at Green Valley | 
Country Club Sept. 18. 

Bert Lahr in town to recreate 
his original Broadway role in 
Brandywine Music Circus’ presen- 
tation of “Du Barry Was a Lady.” 

St. John Terrell, Lambertville 
Music Circus impresario, who has a 
lot of firsts in the tent business, 
will try a new one this week when 
he offers professional wrestling. 

A dance pavillion with a capacity 
for 1,000 teenage dancers will be 
erected at Golf Park, miniature 
golf course, above Willow Grove. 
Philadelphia area disk jockeys will 
emcee the record hops. 


Vienna 
By Emil W. Maass 
(Grosse Schiffgasse 1A; 
Tel. 356156) 

Clark Gable vacationing till 
Aug. 1 in St. Gilgen, on lake of 
same name. 

Vienna Symphonic Orchestra 
elected Hans Riemer, City Coun- 
cellor, as its president. 

Eduard Hoesch, chief of Donau 
Film Co., awarded Golden Medal 
of Honor for his productions. 

Bregenz Festivals already select- 
ed play for 1960 season. It is “Tree 
of Perception” by Frank Zwill- 
inger. 

Donau Film shooting “When 
Bells Sound” with Vienna Singing 


of government coin for his picture 


“Austria.” 
(Catholic 


Stephanus Film Co. 


peror Maxiliam I., directed by 
Stephan von Szots. 

Alpbach European Forum (Aug. 
21-Sept. 9) will also have artistic 


Frank Martin’s “Le Vin Herbe.” 

Schoenbrunn film company 
working on screen script of “Phile- 
mon and Baukis” by Leopold Ahl- 
sen. Annie Rosar and Carl Wery 
are to star. 

Director Robert Rossen vaca- 
tioned a few days in the capital. 
His “Cordura” for Columbia slated 
here for late September. 

Innsbruck City Theatre will give 
festival weeks during month of 
August, with Oscar Werner, of 
Burg Theatre, in charge. 





Paula Wessely’s film, “Imperfect | 
Matrimony,” will have its preem at 
Moscow Film Fest. Pie was finished 
10 days before. 


' 


London 


(COVent Garden 0135-6-7) 

King Vidor was guest of honor 
at a Dorchester lunch tossed by 
United Artists’ toppers. 

Jo Ann Hill has started a cab- 
aret stint at Colony Restaurant. 
It's her first time here. 

W. J. Dukes, former assistant 
secretary and registrar of Moss’ 
Empires, upped to secretary. 

James and Michael Carreras, 
Hammer Films’ chiefs, due in New 
York Aug. 9 for business confabs 

Paul Adorian, managing director 


lof Associated Rediffusion, appoint- 


ed chairman of George Humphries 
& Co. 

Among those in town are Rich- 
ard Adler, attorney Martin Gang, 
tv producer R. S. Finkel and Vin- 
cent Price. 

The Condor Club, one of Soho’s 
top niteries, bought for $28,000 by 
Tommy Yeardye and his partner, 


Peter Davis. 


Paul Robeson opened an Inter- 
national Festival of University 
Theatre at Bristol, at which 14 
countries are represented. 

Associated - British Pathe  pre- 
sented Wimbledon tennis champ, 
Maria Bueno, with a copy of the 
Pathe newsreel showing the high- 
lights of her victory. 

Four carriages, used in the 1953 
Coronation, carried film stars in a 
“Sleeping Princess” procession to 
the Astoria for the preem of Dis- 
ney’s latest cartoon. 

Variety Club of Great Britain 
will provide $14,00Q a year towards 
maintaining a unit which is being 
founded for research on the causes 
of cancers peculiar to children. 





Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 

(66 Ave. Breteuil; SUF. 5920) 

Benny Goodman slated for Octo- 
ber jazz concerts here. 

Singer Annie Cordy to Germany 
to star in a film, “Blondes Always 
Win,” which Werner Klinger will 
direct. 

Singer-cleffer Serge Gainsbourg 
turning actor for the Brigitte Bar- 
dot pic, “Do You Want to Dance 
With Me?” and composer for 
Francois Truffaut's second pic, 
“Jules Et Jim.” 


Mexican pie star Maria Felix in | 


to visit her husband and vacation 


|after winding the Mexican-French 
| coproduction, 


“Fever Mounts in 
Sao Paulo,” in Mexico opposite 
Gerard Philipe. 

Yves Ciampi to direct a German- 


| Japanese coproduction in Japan to | 


star his wife, Keiko Kishi. Pic 
deals with a German spy who 
worked for the Russians in Japan 
during World War 2. 

Anthony Quinn bought out Wil- 
liam Dieterle’s share of a French 
book, “Man of Blood,” which he 
intends to star in, produce and 
direct here next year. It is about 
a Spanish general who fled Spain 
after the revolution. 

Another film version of the 
Gogol novel, “Taras Bulba,” being 
prepped here as a French-Italian 
co-production starring Folco Lulli. 
Harold Hecht, of Hecht-Hill-Lan- 
caster, is purportedly also prepar- 
ing a pic based on this tale about 
the last of the + ae aay | Cossacks. 

Playwright Claude Magnier will 
have his first play on Broadway 
next season, “Mr. Masure,” with 
Ann Sheridan starring; his second 
“Oscar” in London, with Robert 
Morley starring, and his third will 
open here next season. Latter is 
called “Blaise.” He also is set to 
direct a film version of “Masure.” 





“Olympia” troupe in from Vienna 
and busy on interiors here. Miss 
Loren cancelled plans to fly to 
Sicily for a personal there in order 
not to delay the pic. 
In-and-out-of-Rome: Susan Hay- |, 
ward, Leslie Caron, Peter Hall to 


Hollywood 


Sam Marx left for Europe. 

William Goetz home from Ger- 
many. 

Paulette Goddard to London for 
tv commitments. 


Taormina, Sicily; Edward Dmy-| Jeannie Carson arrived fr 
trick; Edmund Purdom, Daniel Ge- three he i teak from 
lin, Jacques Bar, Chelo Alonso to; Helen Gibson celebrated her 


Paris; Sol Siegel; Dawn Addams; 
Xavier Cugat, Abbe Lane. | 


Berlin 
By Hans Hoehn 
(760264) 
The Eisenstein classic, “Potem- 
kin,” currently at Atelier am Zoo. 
Pola Negri enacts in CCC's forth- 
coming “Mistress of the World,” 
the role of a paralyzed agent. 
Gottfried Reinhardt gave up his 
function of a production chief at | 
CCC. Will only direct pix for this 
company. 
Tobe Davis, syndicated fashion | 
| expert, will be here until Aug. 2, 
enroute back from the Moscow 


44th year as a film actress 
Joseph E. Levine and Bil! Doll 
| here for “Hercules” opening 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus on Cape 
Cod holiday prior to Europe trek. 
| Elspeth March to London for 
| Star in “Darling Buds-.of May” at 
| Saville Theatre. 

Sheldon Davis & Associates with 
Bleeden, Morhaim & Switzer Inc., 
merged publicity firms. 

Joanne Dru lefi for Majorca for 
femme lead in Edward Alperson’s 
“Girl in the Red Bikini.” 

Richard Burton and Robert Ryan 
to Petersburg, Alaska, for start of 
| WB’s “Ice Palace.” 

Kevin Corcoran to receive $600 
weekly under court-approved con- 
tract with Disney. 


Festival. Ken Annakin off to British West 
West Germany's entry at the | Indies to prep start of Walt Dis- 
forthcoming Fifth International | ney’s “Swiss Family Robinson.” 


Festival of the Humorous Films at|_ Samuel Goldwyn’s “Porgy and 


Bordighera is Europa’ “Felix | Bess” received “A-2” rating by The 
Keone pas SC Tidings, L.A. Catholic newspaper. 

Most screened pix in 16 German! , Alan C. Macauley succeeds Ken 
key cities were “Night Before Jones as prexy of Motion Picture 


Preem,” “Inferno,” “Tiger of Esch- Television Credit Managers 
napur,” “Indian Tomb,” “Freddy, 
the Guitar and the Sea” (all Ger- Lyday transferred from 


a » (Be}.| Fox Intermountain Theatres, Den- 
ton ees of Jungle” (Bel ver, to L. A. to edit National Thea- 
: tres’ publication, Showman. 
Albert G. Ruben and Robert H. 
Williams partnered in new insur- 
ance firm to meet needs of enter- 
oe ———.. , Oo 
inger Rogers back from Ore- 
(DUdley 4-4660) ! | gon ranch to gab with Paul Gre- 
_ Joy Blaine, who was “Miss/gory anent her appearance in 
Nevada” in the contest, back on| “Pink Jungle.” 
her job as Tropicana showgirl. | Rosalind Russell copped the 
Hank Henry back as Silver Slip-| 1959 Neiman-Marcus Award for 
per top banana after appearing , best-dressed woman of stage .and 
with Betty Hutton in her new, Screen. 
filmed tv series. , lay Resen ankle’ pase af- 
Lou Walters scouted the finals | ,2/7S dept. at CBS-TV to join Mace 
of the “Miss Universe” contest oY pene nannee See See wesw 


Long Beach with the idea of sign- personal management Grm. 
ing of the lookers for the Tropi- 
cana. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. V. Meiyappen 
and R. M. Bagai of India vacation- 
ing at the Riviera. Meiyappen is a 
film producer, and Bagai handles | “Rashomon” at Tenthouse Theatre. 
film news from that country. | Betty Furness here last week to 

“Holiday In Japan,” which Bill | film Westinghouse commercials in 
Miller imported for the New Fron- | suburban homes. 
| tier from Tokyo, is the Strip’s big-| Dorothy Malone and Jacques 
| gest hit since the Stardust Lido de | Bergerac at Edgewater Beach Play- 

Paris show preemed about a year | —— in “Once More, With Feel- 
| ago. ‘a 

Red Skelton, held over f | _ Playboy Jazz Festival starts Fri- 
additional three ue = the | day (7) at Chicago Stadium, ewey 
Riviera where he’s doing terrific | pe a benefit for Chicago Urban 
| biz, has sold his script, “The Kin eague. ‘ . 
| Brays,” to Desilu for a Fibous Balaban & Katz, as a hospitality 
| tele show. Skelton will star. gesture, will be giving free theatre 


passes to athletes in the upcoming 
Australia 


Pan Am Games. 
Producer Irwin Allen made 
By Eric Gorrick 
(Film House, Sydney) 


opening of “Big Circus” at State- 

Lake last weekend the liveliest 

ballyhoo for a pic here in montks. 

‘ Opening of Dunes Drive-In in 

Local outfit is seeking money to | East Gary, Ind., over weekend 

| produce a pic titled, “Stop 24.” | brings total of ozoners booked by 
“This is Cinerama” looks like 
hitting one year on three-a-day at 

Hoyts Plaza, Sydney. 

Sabrina is due for nightclub 


S. B. Griever in this area to eight. 
— coast to coast before going to Ireland 

ollywood around next October. By Maxwell Sweene 

Lee Gordon will bring back * (Dublin 684506) “ 
Sammy Davis Jr. for a repeat run 


— his Stadium loop next Novem- ame] »-  § — eminandl 
er, 


. cs “Flowering Cherry” production 
10 Commandments” (Par) pull-| by Stanley Illsley put back for fall 
ing top trade in New Zealand and| presentation at Olympia, Dublin. 
looks to repeat smash Aussie suc: Brendan Smith to stage closed- 
cess. circuit tv shows for upcoming Ra- 


Las Vegas 


By Forrest Duke 
é 








Chicago 
(Delaware 17-4984) 
Sessue Hayakawa starring in 





}item which ACI 


Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Stampa Estera;: Tel. 675906) 
Alida Valii to Paris after loca- 

tion work on “Arsene Lupin” in 
Florence. 

Abbe Lane and Xavier Cugat 
booked into Monte Carlo’s Sport- 
ing D’Ete, then do British tele 
stint Aug. 6. 


Errol Heath, prexy Independent 
Film Distributors, planning the 
importation of more Japanese- 
made pix this year. 

“Roar Like a Dove” is a majot 
click at the Royal, Sydney, with 
|John MacCallum and Googie 
Withers, for J. C. Williamson Ltd. 

Garnet Carroll, indie legit opera- 
tor, has won Aussie rights to “The 
Music Man” and will produce the 


Silvana Mangano latest victim) gow here early next v , 
of hair-shearing needs of “Yovanka | top Us. My 4 oe a oe 


and the Others” Martin Ritt pic for | Robert Helpman is returning 
DeLaurentiis under way here. here to produce an intimate revue 

Peppino DeFilippo heads 1 at the Philip Street theatre, 
cast of stars via title role in Tita-| Sydney. He'll take the show back 
nus’ “Ferdinand, King of Naples,” |t) London later 
which Gianni Franciolini directs; Looks rather certain that “My 
soon. — . : | Fair Lady” will run at Her Majes- 

‘Geisha Boy” (Par) repping the |ty’s, Melbourne, until next Easter 
U.S. at the current Bordighera | under the J. C. Williamson banner. 
Festival of Film Comedies, with | Musical is the greatest hit in local 
“Too Many Crooks” the British | show biz history. 
entry. : ; | Lee Gordon, topper of the 

Christoper Lee skied in from} Stadium loop, and Gordon Cooper, 
London for role in “Hard Times | Tivoli circuit's chief, currently in 
for Vampires,” which Maxima Film| the U.S., bidding for American 
is shooting here after locations on | name acts that should do well Down 
Italo Riviera. Under this winter. 

Fraternity Brothers reported | Continued pressure will be ap- 
signed for “Juke Box,” musical | plied to the government for per- 
Productions of| mission to open cinemas on the 
Rome is packaging along with num- | Sabbath here. Independent exhibi- 
ber of Italo singing stars. 

Sophia Loren, John Gavin,/is essential to keep them out of 
Michael Curtiz and others of! the red. 





arge | 


dio and TV Show in Dublin. 

Belfast banned “Shake Hands 
with Devil” (UA) on poiice com- 
missioner’s rating of “unsuitable.” 

“Never Steal Anything Small” 
(WB) rated “objectionable” by Na- 
tional Film Institute reviewing 
panel. 

Anne Heywood in from London 
to join cast of “A Terrible Beauty,” 
now lensing for Raymond Stross at 
Ardmore Studios. 

Irish Actors Equity warned all 
members not to accept tele engage- 
ments, experimental or otherwise, 
without consulting organization. 

Irish Arts Council has asked the 
television commission and _ Irish 
government to abandon project for 
commercial tv in Ireland “for cul- 
tural reasons.” 

National Film Institute review- 
ing panel rated 12 out of 31 pic- 
tures screened last month as 





“adults only” fare; balance were 
okayed for “general audiences.” 
Indian terper Ramp Gopal, who 
ended “Ballet Trio” tour here with 
Alexis Rassine and Marina Svet- 
lova, teaming again with Rassine 
for tour of Africa and Middle East. 
Cecil Beaton’s “Landscape with 
Figures” may be unwrapped in 





| tors aver that a Sunday greenlight|tional Theatre Festival. 
| wenaee 


Dublin as tep piece of Interna- 
Donald 
is named as star with 
Douglas Seale producing. 
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City Turned Shape-Show 
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How Atlantic 








verse may litter Long Beach on 
the Pacific with stardust, seaweed 
or tar, but not at Atlantic City 
Here no archbishop withholds the 
sacraments because field repre- 
sentatives have anticipated the 
more obvious snafus. Miss New 
Mexico, chosen after eight state- 
wide contests, will arrive chaper- 
oned in Atlantic City with no ob- 
jections from the Most Reverend 
Edwin V. Byrne, Archbishop 0% 
Né Mexico, because the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce has con- 
formed to his statement of ecclesi- 
astical principles: 

“The Catholic Church will 

t eppose Bathing Suit Re 
view Contests if the review is 
held in private, allowing only 
the fanilies of the contestants 


ro 


and the judges of the con- 
testants te be present. 
“The Catholic Church will 


oppose if any pictures of the 

contestants im bathing suits 

are published in the daily 
papers <a 

From Farmingdale, New Mexico, 
the host chapter. of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce has noti- 
fied all concerned: 

“We. must say that we can find 
nothing that can be construed as 
immoral, immodest or degrading 
in the manner in which the Miss 
New Mexico or Miss America 
pageants have been conducted. 
However, due to pressures by in- 
dividuals and religious groups... 
there will be no public swim suit 
competition in the Miss America 
pageant, nor will there be swim 
suit pictures released to local 
newspapers.” 

Statewide such censorship may 
be enforceable, but it is not clear 
how hundreds of photographers 
and a free press can yield to such 
conformity on the boardwalk in 
September. 

Long Silk Stockings 

Back in 1921, when the first Miss 
America paraded in long silk 
stockings and a demure bathing 
considerable international 
discussion developed about the 
propriety of such public undress 
by the flower of American woman- 
hood. For the five years between 
1927 and 1933 the seaside resort 
sbandoned these beauty contests 
and watched its female bathers 
abandon stockings and _ publicly 
expose bare knees and thighs 

Convinced that under impecca- 
ble non-commercial civic sponsor- 
ship thighs and torsos could be 
translated into tourism, a group of 
citizens engaged Lenore S. Slaugh- 
ter to run the contests and keep 
clean. This year she cele- 
brates her 25th anniversary of this 
considerable accomplishment. Ac- 
cording to Robert Nesbitt, presi- 
dent of the Miss America Pageant 
and one of the 24 unpaid directors 
of this non-profit civic enterprise, 
she has done an exceptional job of 
avoiding trouble and enforcing 
good taste while annually dis- 
covering new talent. 

4 former president of the local 
Rotary Club, Nesbitt has an almost 
evangelical attitude toward the 
Misses America, past, present and 
prospective, and regards them with 


dress, 


them 


| tributed 


| out 
| ors 


| their personal judging 











10 to midnight by CBS and in 
addition for the first time this 
year, the boardwalk paradise of 
all the beauties on floats will be 
televised from 8 to 8:30 Tuesday) 
Sept. 7. 
10G for Learning 

For Miss America there will be 
a $10,000 scholarship, and a quaf- 
ter ~f a million dollars in scholar- 
ships will be awarded to runners-up 
under the direction of Dr. Theo- 
dore Distler, executive director of 
the Association of American Col- 
leges. Funds for the Miss America 


| Scholarship Foundation have been 


provided by the five exclusive ad- 
|vertising underwriters of the 
pageant: 

1) Joseph Bancroft & Co., make! 
of Everglaze Fabrics 

(2) Pepsi-Cola, which has con- 


more than $150,000 in 
scholarships. 


(3) Oldsmobile, 


4) Philco. 

(5) Toni (which beauty has the 
Toni?) 

Proctor & Gamble, which 


planned a hard-sell for detergents 
in super-markets, was disqualified 
by the committee; Miss America, 
no soap-seller she 

How thoroughly the countryside 
has been scoured for beauty this 
vear is indicated by 2,500 contests 
in 50 states. As against 42 con- 
tests in the huge state of Texas 
there were 62—a new high for all 
states—in North Carolina, which 
finally selected Miss Randolph 
County, Judith Lynn Klippel. In 
Oklahoma statewide contests were 
conducted by the First Christian 


|Church of Oklahoma City 


Of the recent Miss Americas 
probably the 1945 winner, Bess 
Myerson, has gone farthest in show 
business, but two of the girls who 
were voted Miss Congeniality b 
their peers have done well. Kath- 
leen Crowley, a 1949 stenographer! 
for Better Built Doors in Green 
Bank, N. J., went on to the Ame! 
can Academy of Dramatic Arts and 
developed such proficiency tl 
she is now in big demand in Hol 


wood _ television Sandra Jear 
Simpson, who exported her con- 
geniality from Barre, Vermont 
1956, did cartooning so well th 
Walt Disney engaged her, and 
Pepsi-Cola hired her away fro 
the Burbank studios. Now honey- 
mooning in Europe with Dr. Wal- 
ter Frankel of Billings, Mont., she 
will return to Atlantic City in 
September to judge the current 
talent crop 

The end-product, of all this 


beauty machinery is, of course, to 
bring new September spending to 
Atlantic City. This mission has 
been so weil accomplished that El- 
wood Kirkman, vice president of 
the Boardwalk National Bank and 
a trustee of pageant funds, esti- 
mates that an extra $15,000,000 
will be spent in Atlantic City by 
visitors the week after Labor Day 
In Ocean City, where the bank 
has a branch, Labor Day is check- 
day for the summer vacation- 
In Atlantic City August visit- 
stay on and new arrivals by 
thousands will come to do 
Ada Tay- 


ers. 


the 


the same fatherly concern devoted | jor, director of sales at the Hotel 


to his own 20-year-old daughter 
As head of the New Jersey Bell 
Telephone Co. at Margate, he is 


Claridge, where the annual Miss 
America ball is held, says that the 
tallest hotel on the boardwalk is 


doing, in his spare time, a national | always capacity during the pageant 
public relations job which reflects | week, 


credit to the A.T.&T., having flown | 


For the folks back home, watch- 


weekends to most of the states as|jing the Auditorium judging on ty 


a trouble-shooter. Each year he 
selects the judges, and getting to 
be a judge is like being tapped for 
Skull and Bones; you don't call 
him, he calls you. So far this year 
the following judges have accepted 
invitations: Mitch Miller (music), 
Charlie Weaver (tv), Norman Rock- 
well (art), Pauline Trigere (fash- 
ions) and Assistant Secretary Ber- 
tha Adkins (We the people out of 
Washington) 


| 
Along with ether judges to be 


selected, they will breakfast pro- 
gressively with all 54 contestants 
and eliminate all but the most tal- 


ented ten, from which Miss Amer- | 
ica will be selected “with beauty | 


of face and figure less important 
than talent, and pulchritude con- 
sidered only as an attribute to cul- 
ture, poise, personality and intelli- 
gence.” 

The producer, as usual, will be 
George Buzby of the Hotel Dennis, 
who took over from his father; 
Kirk Browning will direct, Glenn 
Osser of ABC wiil be musical di- 
rector and Bert Parks master of 
ceremonies. There will be a two- 
hour telecast of the judging from 


| Suggest 


producer Buzby is careful to as- 
sure this largest of all audiences 
that their American dream of Cin- 
derella is as pure and wholesome 
as the venerable folktale by; 
Grimm, said that they can still 
believe in good fairies. This year 
he has chosen “Dreamland” 
the pageant theme, and the mood 
music will feature “I Saw A Drean 
Walking.” 


as 

















Softened Script | 


Continued from page 





2 =—— 


still in script form, some alread 
voiced their concern on _ two 
grounds: (1) That marriage at the 
end would rob the whole issue of 
illegitimacy and proposed abortior 
of its severity, and (2) that it 
seemed like an unsound and unin- 
telligent solution to the problem 

A Catholic priest last week said 
that, if he were approached by a 
young girl finding herself in suc! 
a predicament, he would never 
marriage. “It would be 


wrong on both human and re- 


ligious grounds,” he emphasized 
His solution: Don’t get married 
Have the child, and then either 
place it 
else keep it 
the aid 


at home and enlist 
f the parents in bringing 
I After a few years, when 
bot parties reach a more respon- 
ige, marriage would still be 
possipie 
Crowther, the N.Y. Times 
his review of “Blue Den- 
Dunne and _ produce: 
Brackett had “taken a 
realistic little play with a 
ragic problem in it and have tried 
to ti it and cram it into the 
Hollywood family pic- 
tur with the problem never per- 
mitted to assume such logic or 
dibility that it cannot be re- 
with a conveniently ‘happ 
He added that the theme 
had been “exploited in a shame- 
| umsy and artificial way 
» Herald-Tribune’s Paul Beck- 
é asked: “Did the admittedly 
nature of the theme frighten 


Bosley 


m” said 


(haries 


nol | ot a 


eve ody away in reality?” The 
N.Y. Daily Mirror (Justin Gilbert 
said the ending was “a lot more 
syrup than necessary, but was 
obviously done to counterbalance 


the weightier issues involved.” 
While the Code prevented the 

from following the play in 

it the abortion couldn't be per- 


formed, it would not have in any 
way dictated marriage as a final 
solution 


Blue Denim” demonstrates Hol- 
wood's great difficulty in coping 
with adult themes while appealing 


quite consciously to an audience 
which, to a very large extent, does 
not consist of adults. It also re- 


flects what by now appears to have 
become an almost subconscious re- 
the desire to placate 
zroups before they even start pres- 


ex 1.e 





- Continued from page | eee 
) Saturday nights and two week- 
He was backed by Red Norvo 


Pat Henry, Bill Miller 
ympanist, and a house line 
Appearance is a new record for 
Sinatra holding old one 
he set during a three-day 

nee in August of 1956 
Boniface Paul “Skinny” 
D'Amato at the end of business 


Sunday morning did what he 
ves when he gets an act 
vamps the place. The Ver- 
Room part of the big club 
uttered, to be reopened this 
S rday (8) when Milton Berle 
in for a week 
Po arity 
ut week as long lines 
before the club nightly 
m. They even crowded the 
by of his hotel, the Claridge 
aiting a sight of him. Details of 
were on hand at all times 
rb the curious 
» 500 got nationwide publicity 
op columnists hopped on the 
ra story, with Philly writers 
» devote their entire column 


gathered 





either reviewing or commenting on | 


appearance 


Television and radio 
announcers also had their innings 


_ Uncle Sam and the City of At- 
antic City were also interested 
City took a straight 3% for its 
luxury tax while Government got 
s nice 20° via cabaret tax. 
Sinatra in 1950 appeared on 
Steel Pier for a two-day weekend 


th 41,000 paying admission as 
e put on 13 shows in the Music 


Hall—nine on Saturday and four 
on Sunday 


} 


which was broken last year 


Ricky Nelson on a Labor Day 











Brit. ‘100 Stars’ 
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wordless impersonation of a slight- 
woman dining alone, The 


Gang as debutantes disap- 


ly tip 
Crazy 


the Palace 
ilist Tommy Steele were among 
the home entries who hit the bell 
ag 


i eir various ways. 

But the chief attraction of this | 
annual event is to see favorite | 
performers letting their hair down 

1 offbeat activities. Thus, 
Laurence Olivier as Archie Rice 
in rhe Entertainer” singing a 
bawdy vaude ditty, with such dis- 

nguished “showgirls” as Coral 
Browne, Celia Johnson, Phyllis 
Calvert, Kay Hammond and Hilde- 
garde Neff doing a hokey strip- 


in a foundling home, or 


of singer was proved 


This established a new 


ointed at not being presented at 
Alicia Markova and vo- | 
\_mas Continued from page 2 


tease 


Equally 
of 


the spectacle 


deley as Nanette giving with “Tea 
for Two” in front of a male chorus 
consisting of such as _ Richard 
Greene, Michael Denison, John 


Gregson and Terence Morgan. 


Finale of first half was emceed 
by Robert Morley and introduced 
eight different dance numbers, 


with such unexpected combos as 
Joan Greenwood and Anton Dolin 
poofing the tango, Laurence Har- 
ve and Margaret Leighton in a 
frenetic Charleston, the  distin- 
guished thesps John Gielgud and 





Evans waltzing and Michael 
tedgrave and Peggy 
ding the life out of the polka 
Re Cole and the Palladium 
chestra did a standout job and the 
stage management and production 
were both splendid considering the 
staff had only an hour to 
the scenery after the eve- 
Palladium show and set up 
e midnight matinee. 


dith 


theatre 
strike 
ning s 


for tl 


yock-raising was 
Hermione Bad- | 


Ashcroft kid- 


or- 











a Pueblo Indians 
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the dances as adding “colorful and 
interesting activities to the events 
of the community.” Her feelings 
were seconded by Charles Barba, 
president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Taos Indian Pueblo Governor 
Cristino Mirabel, who had been 
skedded to join New Mexico Gov- 
ernor John Burroughs in leading 
the fiesta parade, declined to par- 
ticipate. 

Mirabel arranged the dances at 
9 and 11:30 a.m. each day of the 
fiesta and the Santiago and Santa 
Ana corn dances each afternoon. 

He said the dances were set to 
protest “the lack of consideration 
of the Indian people by the Taos 
Council and a segment of the 
town's businessmen who have pro- 
yosed an east side road bypass.” 

No photographs of the corn 
jances are permitted but the pub- 


t 


can snap the morning terping, 
if permission is obtained from 
Mirabel. 

Other events at the three-day 


included a fasnion 
club tour, crowning 
calf roping, street 
El Baile de 


annual fiesta 

garden 
flesta queen 
es and the 





los 





ada 
Conquistadores (the official fiesta 
bal 

Taos is the famed New Mexico 
art colony peopled by painters, 
poets, artists, writers, art collec- 


plus Indians and cowboys. 


USSR Pix 
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viet pictures to click in the States, 
some editing will be necessary. 


The Russians tend to adopt a 


leisurely pace with plenty of dialog, | 


and some of that can be overcome 
via judicious editing. Under the 
film deal, no cuts can be made 
without approval of the party that 
sells the picture. The Americans 
fear that, if they ask for deletion 


| of footage, the Soviets will then 


“retaliate” by asking cuts in the 
Hollywood features which they 
have bought. 

The Soviets have purchased ten 
American films. The Americans 
have bought seven Russian fea- 
tures. A draft agreement covering 
some of the basic provisions in the 
deal is now in the hands of the 
U.S. lawyers. 

Problem is going to be to con- 
vince the Soviets that the editing 
is being done in their interest so 
as to make the films more accept- 
able to U.S. audiences. Once Mos- 


|cow gets the idea that the Ameri- | 


cans have smelled “propaganda,” 


|} and are cutting for that purpose, 


there’s no telling what they may 


, demand to snip the Hollywood pic- 


tures, company execs say. 








Rain, Jet Planes 





clear and crystal clean. His com- 
mand of the score and his commu- 


nication to the admiring ear earned | 


him a bountiful series of bows. Jo- 
sef Krips, the Vienna Beethoven- 
meister, led the Stadium ork 


| through the four-night cycle with 


skill, savvy and bounce 

This year, jet planes have added 
a new pitch to the background 
sounds, but the old echo is still 
present, giving you a peak note 


| which Is 


| son, 


; new 


College Theatre 
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ramento, or Joliet would elimin- 
ate audiences to the same play on 


Broadway. People would still be 
interested in seeing the original 
production with the personalities 


appearing in it. The fact that a 
play opens in a town just before 
the movie of the play opens.will 


not cut attendance at the movie. 
It may, in fact, increase attend- 
ance 

The movies make a great mis- 
take in stopping rights to plays. 
The movie, “South Pacific,” might 
have been more successful finan- 
cially had people seen produc- 
tions of it the past year and a 
half. It would be better if a play 


were allowed to be presented re- 
gardiess of whether a movie was 
just coming out 
These suggestions are not made 
in an effort to hurt anyone’s pock- 
etbook It merely seems to me 
that a new approach to the rights 
of securing plays is needed. One 
of the grossest examples of hold- 
ing on to rights is the type of con- 
trol of “Threepenny Opera.” This 
show would be ideal for any col- 
lege and, surely the small theatre 
in New York where the play is 
presented could not be affected by 
educational institutions doing it. 
Gerard A. Larson 
(Assistant Professor 
Speech Arts, 
Sacramento State College) 
(As atrade paper, VARIETY covers 
the trade; that is, the professional 
theatre. That is not a reflection on 
college or the various other kinds 
of non-professional theatre, which 
are extensively covered ix various 
theatrical periodicals, several of 
which are college-published.—Ed.) 


of 
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Legit Bits 
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Mann is expanding from his own 
television drama, presented last 
April on “Playhouse 90.” 

The projected Broadway produc- 
tion by the Theatre Guild and 
Dore Schary of “The Unsinkable 
Mrs. Brown,” the Meredith Will- 
son-Richard Morris musical, has 
been postponed until the fall of 
1960. 

n off-Broadway 
Vina Delmar’s 


production of 
rhe Confederates,” 


based on a segment of her book, 
“Beloved,” is planned for off- 
Broadway production Sept. 28, 


probably at the Theatre Marquee, 
by her son, Gray Delmar (who will 
also direct), and Paul E. Davis. 

Elaine Perry is planning a 
Broadway production of John 
Briard MHarding’s ‘Kinderspeil,” 
to be tested at Boston 
(Mass.) U 

Leonard Sillman 
New York for London last July 
25 to seek a director for his 
projected Broadway production of 
“La Seconde.” 

Edmund Beloin and Henry Gar- 
who co-authored “In Any 
Language,” presented on Broad- 
way in 1952, by George Abbott, 
have approached him about the 
possibility of a musical version of 
the comedy. 

Jean Rosenthal will design the 
lighting for “Take Me Along,” the 
title for “Connecticut Sum- 


sailed from 


mer.” 

“David and Jonathan,” by Nor- 
man Beim, is planned for off- 
Broadway production next year by 
United Productions, with William 
Vorenberg as director 

A permanent boxoffice has been 
opened at the Hebrew Actors’ Un- 
ion headquarters in New York to 


| accommodate organizations seeking 


to purchase tickets and theatre 
parties to the upcoming Yiddish- 
language production of “A Devil's 
Game” at the Educational Alliance 
Playhouse. 

An off-Broadway revival of 
“Burning Bright” is planned for 
an Oct. 12 opening at Theatre East 


| by Robert M. Cavallo, with Matt 


Cimber directing. 
Michael Dewell has been named 
general manager of the National 


Phoenix Theatre, the newly-formed 
touring branch of the Phoenix 
Theatre, N. Y. Dewell, who was 
instrumental in setting up NPT, is 
also a member of the organization's 
board of directors. 

Fernando Lamas will direct and 
star in “Once More With Feeling” 
at the La Jolla (Cal). Playhouse, 
opening a two-week stand next 
Monday (10). He recently appeared 


| in the Harry Kurnitz comedy at the 


Huntington Hartford Theatre, Hol- 
lywood. 
Mrs. Martin Beck is due back 


lthe last week in August from a 


holiday trip to Denver and San 


jand a repeat for the one low price. | Francisco. 
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OBITUARIES 


RALPH M. COHN 

Ralph M. Cohn, who was head 
of Screen Gems since its founding 
by Columbia Pictures 10 years and 
two months ago, died Saturday (1) 
morning at his home in Pound 
Ridge, N. Y. He was buried Mon- 
day at Mount Carmel cemetery in 
Queens, after a eulogy by Judge 
Ferdinand Pecora. 

Cohn, was was 45, began Screen | 
Gems for Columbia, joining the 
telefilm subsidiary as general man- | 
ager. That year, 1949, the com- 
pany, now one of the leaders in 
telefilm production, began with 
three employees, including Cohn. 
By 1951, with 14 staffers on pay- 
roll. SG sold its first half-hour film 
programs. It made seven episodes 
for Du Pont’s “Cavalcade of Amer- 
ica” series. 

Within the next few months, 
Cohn sold Ford Motor the idea of | 
a half-hour dramatic anthology 
called “Ford Theater.” which then 
ran five years on NBC-TV. 

Late in 1952, Cohn was named 
vicepresident and general manager 
ef SG. and six years later president 
of SG and vicepresident of the 
parent Columbia Pictures. 

The late SG topper’s father was 
Jack Cohn, executive vicepresident 
and co-founder of Col. The son at- 
tended Cornell U. and then spent 
18 months in the N. Y. legit thea- 







In Loving Memory 


PAUL SMALL 


August 6, 1954 





tre as stage manager and producer. 
Afterwards, he went to the Coast, 
serving as assistant producer for 
two years. By 1936, he was ad- 
vanced in Columbia to full pro- 
duction status | 


| Richards Co. ad agency and as ad 


| 
| 


| 


the 1930s, he had been a member | 


of ASCAP since 1922. Among his 
song toppers were ‘I'll Always Be 


|in Love With You,” “Cecilia” and | 


“My Sunny Tennessee.” He also 
wrote comedy material for Al Jol- 
son, Parkyarkarkus and other top- 
flight entertainers. 

His wife and sister survive. 


WILLIAM C. GITTINGER 
William C. Gittinger, 62, retired | 
veepee of CBS and a major figure | 
for many years in the promotion 0 
radio as an ad medium, died at his 
summer home, Southold, L.I. (26). 
Gittinger in 1950 stepped out of 
his job as veep in charge of CBS} 
Radio Network Sales to become 
veep and assistant to Frank Stan- 
ton, prexy of CBS. He retired in 
1955 but continued on as con- 
sultant. 
He first came to CBS Radio in 
1934 after jobs as ad manager of | 
Vacuum Oil Co., with the Joseph 


and sales development manager of 
Tide Water Associated Oil Co. A 
first in radio was his linking of 
Tide Water with the Antarctic Ex- 
pedition of Admiral Byrd in 1928. 
Gittinger worked out the deal for 
exclusive use of Tide Water lubri- 
cants for the Byrd expedition. 

He was born in Newark, N.J., and 
graduated from NYU. He main- 
tained a residence in Springfield, 
N.J. 

Survived by widow, two daugh- 
ters and a son. 


M. B. BILIMORIA 

Manchersha Burjorji Bilimoria, 
60, president for the past 15 years 
of the Indian Motion Picture Dis- 
tributors Assn. and former prez of 
the Film Federation of India, died 
July 6 in Bombay He was a 
pioneer in Indian film biz, which 
he served for 37 years. 

He started in the trade by dis- 
tributing imported pix and selling | 
propjector carbons. Then he went 
on to the production side with his 
partnership in the firm of Wadia 
Movietone. In partnership with B. 
D. Bharucha (now prez of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. of In- 
dia), he became an exhib, and 
owned a chain of theatres in the 
later ‘30s. 

Later he focussed his efforts on | 





jat Sawtelle Veterans 


broadcaster in the '20s Edelson 
branched into advertising. With 
his brother Dave, who js credited 
with originating the man-on-the- 


| street interview, he founded Com- | She’s widow of the songwriter. 


mercial Broadcasters Advertising 
Agency in Chi. 

Michael Edelson retired two 
years ago, and Dave continues to 
head the agency. 

Wife and another brother also 
survive. 





DONOVAN ANDREE 

Donovan Andree, 57, Ceylonese 
impresario, died July 4 in Colombo. 
Operator of night clubs and carn- 
ivals, he fostered local talent — 
especially in western music and 
Occidental-type entertainment. 

He imported numerous Amer- 
ican performers and stage shows 
as well as pop and longhair orches- 
tras to Ceylon. One of his biggest 
successes was a presentation of 
the Symphony of the Air. 

His wife survives. 





EDWARD C. HORSTMAN 

Edward C. Horstman, 51, bus!- 
ness manager of WQED, educa- 
tional tv station in Pittsburgh, 
drowned near there July 30. He 
came to WQED in 1953 from Chi- 
cago, where he was engineer and 
general manager with the Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Co. He was one of 
the two original engineers stationed 
with NBC in Chicago. 

Surviving are his wife and son. 





CARROLL HOULGATE 
Carroll “Deke” Houlgate, 54. 
sports authority and for many 
years football forecaster for Daily 
Variety, died after a long illness 
Hospital, 
Sawtelle, Cal., July 31. 


His record for picking winners | 
for DV readers was the best of | 


any of the daily newspapers’ foot- 
ball writers. 
Wife and son survive. 





MAURICE O'BRIEN 
Maurice O'Brien, 50, actor and 
prodecer, died July 27 in Dublin 
after a long illness. Born in Ireland, 











MARRIAGES w 7 
Mrs. Jean Schwartz to Harold ‘Gypsy’ Earnings 


Strauss, Los Angeles, recently. 
=e Continued from page | em 


Peggy Kerr to Roy Evans, Santa 
| Barbara, July 26. Bride is a former weeks at the Broadway Theatre, 
ad — a he’s Fox West Coast | yy 
es ae = As of the audit, the backers had 
a ee to Clifford Bir-| been repaid $70,000, representing 
chall, Dundee, Scotland, July 18. 2N°% avercall U . i one 
| He’s organist at ABC Capitol Thea. the 20% overcall. Unrecouped costs 
| tre, Dundee. totaled $326,521 and the balance 
Pn gy Bay A 3 — Mc- | available was $23,479. The deficit 
| Owan, rling, Scotland, Aug. 1. th 
| He’s sub-editor on TV Guide, Edin- on the tuner, as of the end - wee 
| burgh. 11th week on Broadway last Satur- 
" moans Kaige to, Michoet El-| day (1), is figured to have been 
| liott, London, July 25. Bride is} uced to about $2) 
|the actress-daughter of actor Es- red about $212,000. 
'mond Knight; he’s a tv producer,|. T#€ management and backers of 
| Janet Moss to Charles Hales, | the production are in for an equal 
|London, July 25. Bride is an| Share of 80% of the profits, with 
actress. | 15% going to Robert F. Six, Miss 
Mrs. Claire S. Degener to Ster-, Merman’s husband, and 5% to 
ling Lord, Arlington, Va., July 30. | Jerome Robbins, stager and chore- 
Bride heads dramatic department | ographer of the musical. Six gets 
of Curtis Brown Ltd.; he owns the|the 15% for agreeing “to assist 
New York literary agency bearing | in securing financing for the pro- 
his name and is associate professor | duction” and Robbins’ 5% share 
_in graduate school of journalism = (ig in return for his investing 
—— . by to Jack Melford, | 21:000 i the venture. 
‘London, July 29. Both are thesps.|.. Both Six and Robbins are to get 
| Barbara Blakely to Mason Alan | their cut of the profits prior to the 
| Dinehart, Santa Ana, Cal., July 30. | distribution to the management and 
He’s an actor. : . backers. Robbins’ deal also calls 
Lois Claire Kuhn to Eliot N./| for him to get back his $1,000 in- 
| Jameson, Jamesburg, ‘N. J., re-| vestment immediately after the 
| cently. He’s studio engineering su- regular backers are repaid their 
|pervisor for WENH-TV at U. of | investment in full. The déal with 
| New Hampshire. | Six is figured to be 2 roundabout 
Nola Luxford to Glen Dolberg,| way of cutting Miss Merman in on 
| Aug. 1, Reno. Bride, a native of | the profits. The star is a'so under- 
New Zealand, is a New York fash- stood to be getting a 6% cut of 
ion commentator; groom is vice-| the gross. 
president in charge of station rela-| The rental deal for the 1,900-seat 
tions of Broadcast Music Inc, | Shubert is regarded as extremely 
| favurable for the musical, with the 
BIRTHS 


j}house getting 30° of the first 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Caras, son, | 





$40,000 gross and 10% of the bal- 
Flushing, N. Y., July 20. Father is | ance. That gives the theatre nearly 
a Columbia homeoffice’ publicist. | $16,300 on capacity business. The 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Borlek, son, | boxoffice scale at the house is also 
| Chicago, July 27. Mother (Barbara | unusually steep, with the evening 
Moro) is an actress; father’s an/tab weekends going as high as 
actor. $9.40. 


| returned to Dublin to play and js yp of Gordon Music Co. 


he started acting in England but ter, Hollywood, July 23. Father | 


produce with Longford Productions Mr. and Mrs. 
and other companies. As an actor daughter, New 
he was outstanding : 
comedy roles. 

He was unmarried. 


Bob Engelke, | 

f York, July 25.) 

in classical Father is ABC-TV's sales develop- 
ment manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Hallin, 

daughter, Chicago, July 29. Mother 

MAUDE COURTNEY is the daughter of Tony Marshall, | 

Maude Courtney, 79, American radio-tv and film producer who 





Mr. and Mrs. Mel Gordon, daugh-| Robbins, who got a $5,000 fee as 
director, had four assistants while 


lthe show was in production and 


two more during the first two 


| weeks of the tryout. The number 
|of assistants gradually decreased 


until eliminated during the fifth 
week of the musical’s New York 
run. The production costs, as de- 


| tailed in the accounting, also re- 
| flect a $15,032 payment to Jo Miel- 


‘ After the war. he eg with | film financing and distribution. 
Mary Pickford an arles Rogers | wj h i Indi yer 
to form Triangle Productions, an a See taeetee tne. bo 
indie releasing via United Artists. | pushed the sale of Indian pix in 
It was this company which in 1949 | export markets. 
bogeene Oe — ao ge Gems.| His main business interest was 
f water “Col,” was "Harry Cohn. Boe houbey. Bilimoria & Cuber 
' rT} hn. ; ; Bi a , 
Both Jack and Harry Cohn died | ubhai, Delhi; Bilimoria & Lalji, 
t ° years ago. See Calcutta; and Distributors Com- 
urviving are his wife, the for- | bine, Bombay. At his death he was 
mer Doris Huffman; a ee is director of the National Storage 
an, Dy a previous marriage, WNO/ and Vasant Insurance companies 
s aoe 0 nee ees lee well as several film industry 
1other, Mrs. ser | concerns, 
Cohn, and a brother Rober{,Cohn. | His son N. M. Bilimoria, his sole 
eens oanorr LEVY | partner in M. B. Bilimoria & Son, 


| survives. 
Jean Benoit-Levy, 71, veé pro- 
ducer of features and documen- | 








taries with social overtones, died | DR. RUSSELL VARIAN 
in Paris Monday (3). Dr. Russell Varian, 61, physicist 
Benoit-Levy specialized in “films| who played a key part in develop- 
of life’ and particularly enjoyed | ing the Klystron tube and founder 
working with children. His “Ma- | of a multi-million-dollar Palo Alto, 
ternelle,” a feature made in 1933) Cal., electronics firm, died July 28 
and shot in the poor quarter of| as result of a heart attack aboard a 
| cruise ship near Juneau, Alaska. 
Dr. Varian, a native of Washing- 
|}ton, D.C., earned his physics de- 
|} gree at Stanford U. in 1925, re- 
| turned there in 1934 to do the re- 
| search out of which the Klystron 
; tube, heart of wartime radar and 
| UHF TV transmission, was born. 
He held more than 100 electronics 
and applied physics patents and in 








In Remembrance 


BARRETT H. CLARK 
August 5, 1953 


His Staff at 
Dramatists Play Service 





musicai comedy and vaude actress, 
died July 26, in Gerrards Cross, 
England. She came to Britain in 
1902 and introduced the hit song, 
“The Honeysuckle and the Bee.” 
Surviving are her husband, actor 
Finlay Currie, and a daughter. 





ART ALLREAD JR. 

Art Allread Jr., 40, manager of 
the Marina Theatre, San Francisco, 
died July 26 in that city. He had 
worked 12 years for the Hardy cir- 
cuit in Northern California 

Wife, son and two daughters 
survive. 





CHARLES CONKLIN 
-Charles (Heinie) Conklin, 79, vet 


actor, died July 30 in Hollywood. | 
An actor since 1900, he entered si- | 


lent pictures in the teens and was 
associated with comedies for most 
of his career. 

A son and daughter survive. 





Ron Nickerson, 46, publicity offi- | 


cial with Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., former staffer with British 
United Press (now UPI) in Ottawa, 
died recently in Ottawa. His wife 
survives. 


Milagrites Gorge, 81, retired 
opera singer, died July 19 in Elda, 
Spain. Daughter of composer Ra- 





heads The Marshall Organization. 


Mr. and Mrs. George Abramson, | 
son, New York, July 26. Father is | 


with MGM Records. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wally Campo 
Gerry Mathews), son, Los Angeles, 
July 29. Parents are thesps. 

Mr. and Mrs. T 
son, Dublin, July 21. Father is an 
Abbey actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Donovan Andree, | 


daughter, Colombo, Ceylon, July 4. 


Father, a Ceylonese showman, died | 


the same day. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ace Diamond, 


daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., July | 


28. Father is former news editor 
at KACE, Riverside, Cal. 


Westinghouse’s 


=m Continued from page | jaa 

















tween the end of the conventions 
j}and the November election. 

With a week's intermission be- 
tween the end of the Demo con- 
clave and the beginning of the 
Republican's, CBS and the other 


P. McKenna. 


ziner. That amount represented 
$8,000 for set designing, $4,200 for 
lighting and $2,832 for drafting. 
Raoul Pene du Bois got a $5,000 
fee for designing the costumes. 
Two of Merrick’s regular back- 
ers, Max Brown and Byron Gold- 
man, were each responsible for in- 
vestments of $63,000 in the musical. 
| A number of others connected with 
the production are also among the 
backers. They include composer 
Styne, $36,000; co-producers Mer- 
|rick and Hayward, $35,000 each; 
librettist Laurents, $21,000, and 
lyricist Sondheim, $7,000. 
| Also in the lineup of investors 
|} are Morton Mitosky, attorney and 
|NBC consultant, $14,000; Hilda 
| Kook, wife of Century Lighting 
| head Edward F. Kook, $7,000; Ted 
Ritter, of the legit investment-pro- 
| duction firm, Theatrical Interests 
| Plan, $7,006; Meyer Davis, band- 
|leader and orchestra contractor, 
| $3,500; Nedda Harrigan Logan, 
| wife of producer-director Joshua 
| Logan, $3,500; Jack Schlissel, zen- 


webs won't have the same problem | eral manager for Merrick, $1,750; 
of rushing that occured in 1956, | talent agent .Martin Baum, $1,750, 
when the camera crews and com-| and Joshua Logan, $1,750. 

mentators were rushed from the| Also, company manager Vince 
Chicago Deme powwow to the | McKnight, $1,750; Leonore (Mrs. 


“back - to- back” Republican con- 


Paris, rates as a cinema classic. 
He made his first picture, “Pas- 
teur,” in 1922 and his last one, 
“Ballet Choice,” in 1956. 

The French producer, recipient | 
of the French Legion of Honor in 
1951, was Professor of Visual Edu- 
cation at the Ecole Libre des 
Hautes Etudes in Paris and the 
New School for Social Research in 
New York between 1941 and 1946. 
He also lectured frequently in 
other colleges. 

In 1946 he was appointed direc- 
tor of the Film and Visual Infor- 
mation Division of the United Na- 
tions. He returned to France in 
1949, becoming a delegate general 
to the International Films and TV 
Council of UNESCO. While with 
the UN he produced 19 films. 
Benoit-Levy also wrote a series of 
books on motion pictures. 


HERMAN RUBY 
Herman Ruby, 68, yet  song-| 
writer who once headed Warner 
Bros. Vitagraph Short Subjects 
production dept., died at his Bev- 
erly Hills, Cal., home July 30 after 
— bedridden for the past six 


Brought by WB to the Coast in 








| Tom Williams Sr., who came to the 


the early 1940's founded Varian 
Associates with his brother, Sigurd, 
also a physicist. 

In addition to his brother, his 
wife, two sons and a daugiiter sur- 
vive. 





MARIE LAZONE 

Mrs. Marie LaZone, 77, former 
stock company operator, died in 
Jacksonville, Fla., July 1. Mrs. La- 
Zone, with her husband Elmer 
LaZone, owned and managed the 
“Original Williams Stock Compa- 
nies,” which toured theatres in the 
south for many years. Mrs. LaZone 
was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 


U.S. from England, where they 
were connected with dramatic and 
vaudeville companies. 

Surviving are her husband and 
two sisters, one of whom, Katie 
Keene, was for many years a mem- 
ber of the vaude act, Keene & 
Williams. 





MICHAEL F. EDELSON 
Michael F. Edelson, 68, pioneer 
of radio advertisi in Chicago, 
died July 27 in ar Rapids, Ia. 





After several years as a freelance 


mon Gorge, she was a celebrated clave in Frisco. 
coloratura. | Sig Mickelson, vicepresident and 
general manager of CBS news, and 

Max Brod, 79, celebrated Vien- his staff have been working on con- 
nese comedian, died July 28 in| vention preparations since late in 
Vienna. He trouped for years in | 1958. Mickelson will direct the | 
such top operetta houses as Thea-| Westinghouse shows and under | 
tre an der Wien and Carl Theatre. him will be John Day, network 


: |director of news. Paul Levitan, 
Charlie Chapham, 65, radio and director of special events, will act 
music hall comedian, died July las exec producer. 
He tas onards-on-Sea. England.| Walter Cronkite again will ap- 
team of Clapham & —— pear as “anchor man” for televi- | 
vee. |sion and Robert Trout. for noe. 


The news-gathering d news- 
Costa Pereira, 47, Portuguese | . rd | 
legit actor, died of a heart attack | analyzing staff will include Edward | 


. R. Murrow, Eric Sevareid, Charles 

—s in Lisbon. His wife and sen | Collingwood, Douglas Edwards, | 

F |Allan Jackson, Larry LeSueur, | 

; | Ron Cochran, Ned Calmer, Dallas | 

t Wife, 72, of Frank Hill, ex-secre-| Townsend, Wells Church, George 

ary of the Kinamatograph Renters’ | Herman Paul Niven Daniel 
Society, died July 23 in London. , “ : 

ag rn gg } ~~ Rich- 

ard ottelet, arry easoner, 

whose noel seaoushby, 59. | Charles Kurait, Alexander Kend- 

North,” was film produced, died | rick, Blair Clark, Tom Costigan, 

July 29 in Berkeley, Cal. Stuart Novins, Lowell Thomas, 

Whitman Basso, Bernard Eismann, 

Allan Webb, 52, actor and singer,| Bill Downs, Rohert Pierpoint, 


























died July 23 in London. Survived | Howard K. Smith, Neil Strawser, 
by his wife, novelist Stella Gibbons.'! and Russell Jones. 


| David) Merrick, $1,750; actor Robin 
Craven, $875, and pressagents 
Frank Goodman and Lee Solters, 
$875 each. The investments repre- 
sent the contributions exclusive of 
overcall. 


Garny Girlyene 


=e Continued from page | eos 











cluding his wife, the star, was one 
of the midway attractions. 

James Score, 36, a truck driver 
who perpetrated the deed, was 
among those attending the 10:30 
p.m. performance. Mrs. McWilliams 
was left naked by his action. 

McWilliams took after Score and 


| hit him several times with the axe, 


causing injuries that sent the lat- 
ter to the hospital but didn't hurt 
him seriously. 

Mrs. McWilliams said her hus- 
band beat Score only to protect 
her, but he was found guilty of 
aggravated battery and fined the 
$250. Score was fined for drunk- 
enness. 
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Skouras, Lone US. 
Intros ‘Diary, 


Spyros P. Skours, 
20th-Fox, introduced the showing 
of “The Diary of Anne Frank” at 
the airconditioned Kremlin Thea- 


tre in Moscow on Aug. 5. Along | 


with Mrs. Skouras and Nicholas 


Napoli, head of Artkino, the Soviet | 
Skouras | 
constituted the American film rep- | 


film agency in the U.S 


the fest. 
insisted on 


resentation at 

The 20th top exec 
addressing the audience 
the Russians protested that none 
of the delegations would hold 
speeches. 
minutes, 
vices received in N.Y. 
said he represented the President 
of the U.S. at the American 
hibition in Moscow and he thanked 
Nikita S. Khrushchev for arrang- 
ing the film festival. 

Skouras also held that, if the 
Soviets bought 20th films, this 
would benefit their seven-year 
plan. The remark was 
with laughter rather than applause 
by the audience consisting of 

Continued on page 79) 


Protestants’ Film Riles 
Catholics; Hits Schools 
Staffed by Sisters 


Catholics in some quarters are 
steaming over a picture produced 
by a Protestant group dealing with 
the church-state issue. Film proves 





the K.K.K. pholosophy, headlines 
The Tablet, Brooklyn diocesan 
weekly. 


Russell B. Shaw, reporter writing 
for a syndicate of Catholic papers 
said he saw the film, which is titled 
“Captured.” at a preview and 
claims its “message is fear and dis- 
trust of the Catholic Church.” Its 
story, he states; concerns how the 
Catholics are trying to “capture” 
the public schools. 

“Captured” was produced by an 
outfit called Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State. It’s primarily 
designed for showing in audi- 
toriums, church halls, ete. — not 
theatrically 

The “horror movie” (as branded 
by The Tablet) tells of a young 
Protestant couple who take up resi- 
dence in a new town where the 
public school has somewhat be- 
come staffed by Catholic nuns, ac- 
cording to Shaw. School buses pick 
up their child and others an hour 
before classes so they may attend 


class or else “stand out in the 
cold.” 
Further, their child is taught 


that the parents are not really mar- 
ried because the wedding was not 
performed by a Catholic priest, re- 
ports Shaw. 

He added in his account that 
pamphlets were distributed to the 
audience at the screening vitriol- 
ically blasting the Catholic Church 
for allegedly trying to take over 


the school system as its very own. 


president of 


though | 


His talk lasted about 15} 
according to private ad- | 
Skouras | 


Ex- | 


greeted | 


Rep At Moscow, 





Ballet-Bait Khrushchev? | 


Ballet buffs in Manhattan 
are asking this question about 
the September visit of Soviet 
Chief of State Nikita Khrush- 
chev: 

“Will the State Dept. go be- 
yond factories, atomic displays 
and model housing develop- 
ments and show the Russian 
and his party some American 
ballet?” 

Best chance for Kruschchev 
would be with the N. Y. City 
Ballet which will be opening 
its llth season on 55th St. 
during the premiers 's | visit. 


Marilyn & Brando 
--For Ford Prem? 


| If Music Corp. of America can 
| pull it off, it'll be the major coup 
of the tv season. At any rate, the 
MCA hierarchy has- virtually as- 
sured Hubbell Robinson Jr., exec- 
utive producer on the upcoming 
Ford specials on NBC-TY, that it 
would deliver two of its topshelf 
clients—Marilyn Monree and Mar- 
lon Brando—for the big 90-minute 
Ford getaway show in October. 
This is the 
Entertainment” 








showcase designed 


as a cavalcade of show biz. Jess 
Oppenheimer is producing with 
Dore Schary as production con- 
sultant, 


WILL AMERICAN LEGION 


FOREGO FILM SLUR? 


Confidence was expressed this 
week by a highly-placed film com- 
pany official that the American 
Legion will not introduce resolu- 
tions at its forthcoming annual 
national convention condemning 
the film industry for allegedly al- 
lowing the re-infiltration of Com- 
munists or Communist sympathiz- 
ers. 

His opinion is based on behind- 
the-scenes efforts on the part of 
the industry to do something about 
the situation, kicked off by the 
California unit of the veterans’ or- 
ganization, before the Legion's 
conclave. The film executive, 
whose company is indirectly in- 
volved in the Legion’s new 
charges, emphasized that the in- 
dustry—“in its own ponderous 
way’—is making progress in as- 
suring the Legion that the charges 
are not true. 

The exec added that the indus- 
try thought it was preferable to 
work out its differences with the 
Legion privately rather than air 
ithe controversy in public. 


an 


Makes Sales aa 


“Wonderful World of | 


OKELTON ALONE 
BRAVES IT WRLY. 


Television seems to have solved | 
| the probiem of overexposed 
| comics. When the curtain goes up 
lon the ‘59-60 season there just 
won't be any left. With the lone 
exception of Red Skelton, not a 
| single comedian will be exposed to 
a weekly tv show. And only two of 
them-—Jack Benny and 
| Gobel—are left who are even ven 
| turing into biweekly programming 
| All the others will be playing it 
the now-and-then way with 60-min- 
ute specials. 

This, of course, is a turn of 
events that was long considered 
inevitable. Some comics discovered 
| the harmful effects of weekly tv ex 
posure three, four and even five 
years ago, when they started to go 
the once-in-a-while route. Still 
others wouldn’t-even countenance 
the medium for a display of their 
comedic talents without an estab- 
lashed “format.” That's why 
Groucho Marx, with his quiz gim 
mick, and Danny Thomiés, with his 
situation comedy formula, can pass 
muster as weekly entries. Even 
Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz are 

Continued on page 52 


Polish Vs. Russ 
Moods, Manners 
—Also Show Biz 


By GEORGES ANON 


Paris, Aug. 11. 

The very warm reception hand- 
ed to Vice President Nixon in Po- 
land last week, as opposed to the 
pleasant but mild reaction in So- 
viet Russia, seemed to surprise a 
lot of editorial writers, but was no 
surprise to Americans who have 
visited behind the Iron Country 
recently. Poland is fantastically 
anxious to make the world under- 
stand that it wants a place in the 
sun on its own—and outside the 
Moscow orbit. American plays, 
|American films, American books 
and American tourists get a big- 
ger play in Poland than in any 
other country back of the mythi- 
cal curtain. It goes even further 
than that—people walking down 
the street in Warsaw talking Rus- 
sian are frowned at or looked at 
with fear and suspicion. But the 
sound of the English language al- 
most always draws a smile. 

Now don’t get this wrong. Po- 
land is a Communist country and 
the great majority of its citizens 
are, or seem to be, satisfied with 
Communism as a system of govern- 
ment. It is Russia as the father- 
'mother of all that the Poles re- 
sent. In Moscow, when Nixon met 
| Khrushchev, it was a strictly poli- 

(Continued on page 79) 
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Producers, Stars Financing Selves 





Sunrise at Monticello 
For Ralph Bellamy it’s just 
one President after another. 

Following his longtime ten- 
ure in role of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in the ‘Sunrise At 
Campobello” legiter, Bellamy 
now gets a crack at playing 
Thomas Jefferson in “Divided 
We Stand,” first of the six 
“Our American Heritage” 
stanzas to be produced by 
Mildred Freed Alberg for 
NBC-TV and sponsored by 
Equitable Life 


It goes on Sunday, Oct. 18, 
with Alex Segal directing. 
Morton Wishengrad is the 
writer. 








See Nitery Tax 
Halved to 10%, 


Washington, Aug. 11 

Prospects are good for House 
passage of a bill slicing the cabaret 
20 to 10%. Rep. Aime J 
Forand (‘D-R.I.), its author, said 
today ‘Tues.) that he will consult 
House leadership “at first eppor- 
tunity” 
vice to hasten action on the meas- 
ure as soon as the present labor 
reform debate is over. 

Bill has received approval 
the Hot'se 
mittee. 
cabaret tax repeal but said the cut 
was held to 10% 


tax from 


of 


tion. | 

Forand steered a similar bill 
through the House in 1957, but it 
was pigeonholed by the Senate 


Finance Committee. 


HELEN HAYES WILL STAR 
IN ‘AN ACTOR’S WORLD’ 


After her return from vacation 
in Greece, Helen Hayes will star 
in a short film to be photographed 
in Manhattan by producer Nathan 
Kroll It will be “An Actor's 
World” and follows the prize-cop- 
ping predecessor short made by 
Kroll with Martha Graham, “A 
Dancer's Wor!d.” 

National Educational TV is the 
auspices this time Earlier pro- 
duction was financed by the Pitis- 
burgh video educational station 
WQED. John White of latter sta- 
tion is now with N.E.T. 

Shooting script, director and 
technical implementation for the 
new short, which will probably 
carry a $40,000 budget, awaits 
Miss Hayes’ return to States. Rem- 
brandt Films (William Snyder) 
{distributes the Kroll shorts. 





+ 
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about a parliamentary de- | 


Ways and Means Com- | 
Forand wanted outright | 


to soften opposi- | 


By HOBE MORRISON 
On the basis of advance pros- 


pects, the upcoming Broadway 
legit season may bring a cleanup 
|for talent and management, but 


pienty of frustrations for investors. 
That's suggested by the virtually 
unprecedented number of promis- 
ing shows that are being privately 
financed 

Among the _ strong boxoffice 
candidates not available to regular 
backers are “Sound of Hunting,” 


the Rodgers - Hammerstein and 
| Lindsay-Crouse musical to star 
Mary Martin; “Saratoga,” the Har- 


old Arlen-Johnny Mercer-Morton 
Da Costa musical version of Edna 
Ferber’s bestseller, “Saratoga 
Trunk,” to star Howard Keel and 
Carol Lawrence; “Only in Ame 
ca,” the Jerome Lawrence-Robdert 
E. Lee dramatization of Harry 
Golden's besiseiler, and “The 
Gang’s All Here,” another Law- 
renice-Lee collaboration, to star 
Melvyn Douglas. 

Also, “Loss of Roses,” the new 
William Inge play; “Goodbye 
Charlie,” by George Axelrod, to 
star Lavren Bacall and Sydney 
Chaplin, and reportedly “The Pink 
Jungle,” by Leslie Stevens, to star 


Ginger Rogers and Agnes Moore- 
head 

“Sound of Music,” which is budg- 
eted for $400,000, is being pre- 


sented by Leland Hayward and 
(Continued on page 75) 


Hartford Lawyer Will 
Argue ‘Sherlock’ Appeal 
In Russian in Moscow 


Hartford, Aug. 11. 

This is one first the Russians 
can’t claim 

“Sherlock Holmes’—the central 
character in numerous books, 
plays, motion pictures—this month 
becomes the leading figure in the 
first case to be argued by a West- 





erner in a Russian court. Prof. 
Harold Berman, an authority on 
Russian law at Harvard Law 
School, is appealing a decision in- 
volving the famous detective 
stories 


He has already received his visa 
and expects to argue his case on 
Aug. 17. He is representing Adrian 
Conan Doyle, son of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, creator of “Sherlock 
Holmes,” in an attempt to win a 
judgment of 2,000,000 rubles 
‘about $500,000) under Russia's 
“unjust enrichment” law. 

Last fall Berman filed suit for 
the claim which was heard by a 
lower court in Moscow and dis- 


|missed. He has been permitted to 
‘appeal the decision in the Supreme 


Court in Moscow. He has notified 
the court of his intent to argue his 
claim later this month. 
Berman, in his suit, is not chal- 
lenging Russia's right to publish 
(Continued on page 79) 
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ropaganda Films at Moscow Fest: 
Yanks Notable by Their Absence 
But Not Industry's Own Choice 


There is é le of internation-+ 
al film fes is whieh Russia ob- 
viously is not keeping at its Mos- 
cow fest, currently in full swing 
Under that rule, propaganda pic-! 
tures are not to be shown. Yet 
Hungary's entry at the Moscow 
competition, which started Aug. 3 
and runs to Aug. 17, is ‘Yester- 
dav.” a film “about the events of | 
1956 in Hung about the strug- 
gle against inter-revolutionar- 
ies in a small town.” 

To go with it, the Hungarians are 
showing a rt featuring the revo- 
lutionary placards of the 1919 So- 
viet Republic in Hungary. In 
Cannes last May the Hungarians 
entered Anna a picture about 
the mistreatment of a maid in a 


middleclass Hungarian family after 
World War I. End of that picture 
saw the servant knifing her nag- 
ging and cruel employers to death. 

According to the Soviet press 
handouts, international participa- 
tion at Moscow is unprecedented. 
Total of 42 countries is represent- 
ed, 38 of them officially. The U.S. 
has “Diary of Anne Frank,” which 
was unspooled there last week but 
out-of-competition. Not a _ single 
American film personality is pres- 


ent in Moscow, whether it be a star 
or an executive from the business 
end. The State Dept. has assigned 
a man from the U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow to represent it 

[he deliberate failture to make 
anything but the most perfunctory 
showing at the Moscow fest is not 


Continued on page 79) 


Some Catholics Going Too 
Far, Opines Msgr. Lally 
On ‘Chatterley’ Matter 


Boston, Aug. 11 





The put image” of the 
Catholic Church in the U.S. has 
“suffered gravely” because of cer- 
tain ynceptions concerning its 
views on nsorship, Msgr. Fran- 
cis J. Lal editor of The Pilot, 
official paper of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Boston, declares. 

Writing in “Ave Maria.” nation- 
al weekly ugazine, pulbished at 
Notre Dame in Indiana, Lally com- 
nented on the recent U.S. Supreme 
Court decision permitting show- 
ngs of the French film version of 
Lady ¢ terley’s Lover.” He 

ought too many Catholic com- 


entators a 


or the lz 


re attacking the courts 


awmakers as if to say that 








Jule Styne’s 25th Anni 
In Congressional Record 


Washington, Aug. 11 

Rep. James Roosevelt (D-Calif.) 
yesterday (Mon.) called the atten 
tion of Congress to Jule Styne’s 
25th anni in show business. 

The Congressman, FDR's eldest 
son, inserted a tribute to Styne in 
the Congressional Record, detailing 
the high points of his career and 
observing: 

“Currently at the peak of his 
career, Jule Styne maintains the 
same enthusiastic attitude toward 


show business he had during his 
struggling years. Success has not 
dimmed his ardor nor his talent. 


The world will have many more 
songs, music and shows from this 
man, truly one of the greats of all 
time in show business.” 


Preston Sturges 
~ Dies at 60; Had 
Colorful Career 


Py LEONARD L. LEVINSON 


Preston Sturges, who died sud- 





denly of a heart attack in his 
Hotel Algonquin (N.Y.) room, was 
stricken while writing his auto- 
biography, which he had titled 
“The Events Leading Up to My 
Death.” This was a_ typical 

Sturges-esque title and, he ex- 


in the introduction that 


Macabre Title 


Playwright-scenarist Preston 
Sturges had just signed with 
Henry Holt & Co. for his 
memoirs, receiving a sizeable 
advance, but it is only about 
50°2. completed. Since it’s a 
saga of a type which called on 
his memory, rather than 
ary files, only a collaborator 
intimately associated with 
Sturges would be able to com- 


plained 


liter- 


plete it 

The dramatist delighted in 
telling intimates the title: 
“The Events Leading Up To 


My Death.” 























[] One Year 


they should judge legislation in = 
terms of the minutest applications 
of the moral law while he did not mean it as an 
This has not been the officiai immediate forecast and “a recent 
Cat ic titude in the U.S.,” he | examination ted the doctor to pre- 
wrote dict I would live another 20 years,’ 
It n be made clear that | nonetheless he had already lived 
Catholics expect only official legal | a rich, busy life and felt that he'd 
within narrow bound- had the best of the bargain with 
es beyond this a citizen’s the rest of the world right then 
esponsibility still remains to raise He had dictated well over 400 
the level of expression and enter- pages and was up to the 29th year 
t men thin the community.” (Continued on page 78) 
8/12 
| 
a * = | 
| Subscription Order Form 
| 
Enclosed find check for $ 
| 
| 
' 
j 


(lease Print Name) 


Street rrrrrr re rrr 
sy Ro enn Te iavetw 


Please send VARIETY for 


[] Two Years 
[] Three Years 


er 


7 


ee | 





i Regular Subscription Rates 


One Year—$15.00 


Two Years—$28.00 


Three Years—$39.00 


| 
|| 154 West 46 


h Street 


} 
] Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional Per Year 
i| 


p ARIE1 Y Inc. | 


New York 36, N. Y. 


'Serling’s 1006 Annually |) 
In 3-Year CBS-TV Pact 


} 





R oe f I Ul ry i € 

ew three 

year deal which will guarantee the 
writer $100,000 annually Deal 
providing for Serlins € lusive 
tele n er ¢ t both 
Serling as an i 1 with 
jhis ¢ ga Prdu urrently 
producing “Twilight z e” for the 


network 


Cayuga will de pilots fo! 
the network, in whic Il share 
ownership with CBS, and Serling 
himself will deliver least one 
“Playhouse 90” script a year to 

BS, devot himself otherwise to 
[Iwilight Zon ind the new Cayu- 


! 

}ga properties His previous one- 
veanr leal th the ‘ es this 
month 


; 


Cheered by '59 


Matinee Grosses 


11 
is a 


Minneapolis 
Matinee trade 


Aug 
comeback 











source of considerable gratification 
to local exhibition. The afternoon 
trade is t far the best in many 
S represents a § tantial 
| i iro n A at \ a ei lo 
level, according to loop theatre 
ere 
Charles Winchell, Minnesota 
Amusement Co nited P 
mount) president-general manager, 
says that matinee bDusiness has 
been prett good all over ne 
cuit, too. He regards it as part of 
n patte Bradt al 
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WAIKIKI‘'S NEW BEACHBOY 


David Niven Twins Inte Surfboard, 
Outrigger Canoe Enthusiast 
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DeMille: The Man Behind the Myth 





3 
By THOMAS M. PRYOR | 
To separate Cecil B. DeMille, employer in addition to impres- 
the man, from the legendary Hol- sions and experiences related by 
lywood figure, ated and sus- other associates and friends. One 
tained by his own works and con- suspects, indeed, that underneath 
duct as well as by sor four dec- it all Koury had a healthy respect 
ades of carefully designed publici- | for DeMille, a respect that may 
ty, must have presented a stagger- have faltered at times when he saw 
ing challenge to Phil A. Kou DeMille with his masque down, 
author of “Yes, Mr. DeMille but never was dissipated entirely 
For the auth mself came ur It is worth noting that the first 
der the fabulous director-produc- {ft of the book was completed 
er’s magnetic spell for seven years, shortly before DeMille died last 
during which time he (Koury) also | January; that as recently as last 
helped to expand the DeMillenium. | May DeMille’s lawyer, Neil S. Mc- 
Yet. it is evident from a reading Carthy, strongly objected to the 
of this lively book—liberally sa book in a letter to the publishers, 
ed with irony and humor that is G. P. Putnam's Sons. It is indeed 
sometimes biting | neve! infortunate that DeMille did not 
licious—that Koury was not hypno- live long enough to rencer judg- 
tized completely ent on this account of his stew- 
ir 7 ] rolls uw +!) 
The sum total of the author's : - “ a he ; ong frou ppirnces 
impressions appear to represent a * gg ts Pe Hs cease: th 
judicious balancing of DeMille’s 201¢ comment, = amous” ae 
private and public personalities neces are good that he would 
Kourv’s 319 page portrait of one of have recognized that he got a fair 
the last of the origina) Hollywood Nake. 
giants (N. Y. Times critic Bosley Donald Hayne, De Mille’s former 
Crowther’s biography of Louis B “ate, collaborated on the direc- 
later r-producer’s autobiography which 


Mayer is due out this year) is 
not strictly a one-sided personal ob- 
servation. Koury makes effective 
use as well of anecdote picked up 
tion wit his one time 


in 


conversa 


Soviet’ ‘Nyet To 
CBS; Niven Nixed 
On Moscow Stay 

















tice-Hall will publish Nov. 9. 
Ha e returned to the Coast this 
after huddling with P-H ed 
on final plans for the book’s 
publication. Hayne comrt nleted the 
ast port of the autot aphy 
vwortly after Del death 
Except for a slip here and there 
s to dates, such as referring to 
Joseph M. Schenck as the 20th 
Century-Fox board chairman at a 


time previous to the merger of the 
Fox Fil: ( and 
Twentieth Century, Koury’'s chron- 
rings accurate. He provides 


summary, 


old poratior 
ology 


an especially interesting 
} ] 














arded with behind - the - scene 
. naneuverings, of DeMille’s tamous 
Despite all t nectar of flowers = 
Continued on page 7 
surrounding the ecent Richard sayin 
Nixon's visit to the USSR, Musco- 
vite diplomats are parently still 
carrying a chip on their broad Long-Rumored Merger 
houlders against f n Ameri- ° 
an broadcast Of Hearst and Scripps 
ne webd - = 
Paul Niven, CBS corresponds A Fact in 1 City—S.F. 
) i é 
over Nix < nev San Fra! o, Aug. 11 
tussia, soug e his stay } Friseo, one of the few remaining 
loscow exte 1 i yt fy i four newspape es oun- 
ent! at ¢ a ten pecame a | ee-dall\ j eS- 
But big $ the M t terday (lI when Scripps-Howard 
of Infor I | et” it} ind Hearst merged the afternoon 
iphasi and N I was obliged papers in a 50-50 de 
0 pack nis Dag a 1 leave with the Ru! rs 1a «(DD n i i ile 
Nixon pa ] as CBS’ hope that | las eek, but confirmation was 
Nive! lid st ana est forthcoming u the la edition 
é webs dq ers | of Scripps-He ara s Ne arm 
t s notio is € ide ly blast 1 He “st's Ca Bu Sat v 8). 
when the Soviets xed the ide In identical f t page Oxet the 
Meat le, ( licated it ] rs Sai 
another reque I wit! Russ 4 great ne ernoor é pa 
Ambassador Mer 0 n Wash for San Francisco and the Bay 
ngton to help CBS reopet s Mos a will be born Monday, August 
of é SSR’'s en l It will be a co id of the 
ent at CBS f n the Call Bulletin and the be 
s produ The P o known as The San Franciseo News- 
Kill Stalin” on “Playhouse 90 Call Bulletir 
ABC-TV, which had aroused the The box said editorii policy 
ire of the Russians as a result of would be that of Scripps-Howard, 
ts handling of t recent Khrush- nder direction of the News’ edi- 
hev-Nixon debate, was reassured tor, Charles H. Schneider. It said 
officials, both American as well Lee Ettelson » had been tne 
Continued on page 52) (Centinued on page 78 
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New Madrid Studio U.S. Film Distribs Now Decide Europe| 


Needs Summer Airconditioning 


For Ted Richmond 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Construction of a $2,500,000 film 
studio in Madrid—for features and 
television—is planned by Ted 
Richmond as the result of his ex- 
perie ming “Solomon and 
Sheba The new plant would in- 
crease fi ng space in Madrid by 
50 oO existing facilities and 
is designed to step up U. S. pic- 
ture-making in Spain 

Diversity of backgrounds avail- 
able in Spain, for exteriors, plus 


cooperativeness of the 


the general 


No 
lull 


ting the seasonal 
in European theatres, some 
U. S. film industry executives are 
wondering whether ways couldn't 


be found to introduce aircondition- 
ing on the Continent 


They feel that, if European 
houses were to offer cool comfort 
during the hot season, business 


might take a decided upswing and 
patrons could be lured away from 
beaches and coffeehouses to attend 
theatres. 

Those familiar with the Euro- 
ean scene say the obstacles to the 
introduction of airconditioning 
there are formidable. For one, 


See Republic Site On 
Coast; Any Film-Making 


While Victor Carter, new boss 
at Republic, is reticent anent 
plans, there's a _ possibility he 
eventually will move the com-/| 


pany’s main office from New York 
the Coast, where he personally 
headquariers. Further, several vet- 
eran execs of the company will be 


to 


Spanish government, plus the rela- 
tive cheapness of costs, make this ' 
country the most attractive in the 
world today for all kinds of film- 
ing, sa Richmond 

He maintains that costs are one- 
half what t are in Great Brit- 
air Ag some things, about | 
one-tenth what they are in Holly- 
woo I no advocate of “run- 
awa production, Richmond em- 
pha t with both feature and 
tv f vy aimed at world mar- 
ket kes sound sense to think 
in of wor!d production. 

R nd already has architec- 
tural drawings for his Madrid stu- 
dio, ¥ ll cover 160 acres 
He ¢€ s four large sound 
s two smaller tv sound 
S ea equipped with of- 
f r rooms oe a 
ta I 1ddition he plans a 
ba E +g ling sets, some- 
ti available in + oom. 


Don Baruch: US. — 
Rerresented uur Shorts 
At Venice Preliminary’ 


hington, Aug. 11 

Back from Venice where he was 
t! S. dele e for second suc 
a he film festival for 
do é $ yrt films and fea- 
t for children, Don 
B Dept. motion pic- 
t 1in expresses disap- 
pointn at “too few” U.S. en- 
t 

I n't p but feel the in 
dus down,” said Baruch, 
ne} of Bernard Baruch. “We 
had tood that ‘Tom Thumb,’ 
“71 Vo of Sinbad’ and ‘The 
Hu vguid be entered, but they 
werer 

Baru also disappointed with 
Yank p pation last year, said 
he “can’t iderstand” why the in- 
dus M t take more of a part 





CUTS WIN MEMPHIS OKAY 


FOR ‘BIG OPERATOR’ 


Memphis, Aug. 11. 


Memphis all woman censor 
board h nixed the showing of 
MGM's “The Big Operator,” put on | 
a “new face,” and greenlighted the 
feature after another screening— | 
but not until several cuts were 
made. Louis Ingram, MGM branch 
manag was given the “go ahead” 
sign by Mrs. B. F. Edwards, chair- 
man. The board had kibashed the 
film in first instance because it 
“was too terrible and inimical to 
the public welfare.” 


Release is now skedded to open 
ihe downtown Loew’s 
Loew's State Theatre. 


Lesser Exits Lopert 


Lesser, sales chief for | 
Lopert Films, has resigned. He'd 
been with the Lopert 
close to two years, i.e. since before 
United Artists took over the com- 
pans 

Lesser has gone on a Mexican 
holiday and isn't expected back be- 
fore several weeks. 


a 
Pa 


eitner 


lace or 





Erwin 


Al Calder, new field staffer for 
Columbia Pictures, back from 
Buffalo area on behalf of “Middle 
of the Night.” 


outfit for | 


pinkslipped. 

Lots of guesswork continues con- 
cerning Rep’'s return to theatrical 
production. One insider points out | 
that a loss of almost $5,000,000 
was sustained in liquidating this 
branch of the business a couple of 
years ago and this would tend to 
discourage any further theatrical 
pix activity. But still, no decisions 
as vet 





EXHIBS TOO NEUTRAL 
ABOUT CENSORSHIP = 


Proposal that exhibitors take a 
more direct stand in advertising 
censorship matters was advanced 
but given little attention by the 
ad-pub heads of the major film 
companies Roger H. Lewis, ad- 
pub v.p. of United Artists, at a 
New York meeting last week rec- 
ommended that theatremen fight 
back at the blue-pencilers His 
reasoning was that showmen are 


right on the spot locally and could | 


be the most effective 

Lewis’ counterparts at other 
companies declined to take action, 
so far as a formal resolution is 
concerned, fur the reason, as sev- 
eral expressed it, that the exhibitor 
frequently is in a sensitive posi- 
tion and often it would be better 
for him to remain aloof from local 
disputes anent “delicate” censor- 
ship 





CROP NEWS-IT’S B.O. 


Showmen Watch Corn and Soy- 
beans as Cash Omen 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

What has been giving every indi- 
cation of a splendid boxoffice out- 
look for this territory is now jeop- 
ardized and showmen feel may 
have to be revised because the fate 
of its top-ranking cash crops, corn 
and soybeans, is hanging in the 
| balance. 

This is due to the fact that re- 
cent drouth and heat have been 
| hitting them hard in the present 
critical pollinating and ear-form- 
| ing stage when tremendous quan- 
| tities of soil moisture are essential. 
| They only can be saved by gen- 
erous and widespread rains soon. 

Other crops, such as wheat, also 
are being hurt and the effect is to 
put somewhat of a damper on the 
| considerable degree of exhibitor 
optimism that has been prevailing 


because of product strength and | prexy Jack L. 


summer 


the equipment is very expensive. 
For another, European exhibitors 
are even less eager than their 
American colleagues to invest in 


j}renovation and modernization. 


Doped as improbable 


But there are a couple of realis- 
tie obstacles, too. Electric circuits 
in Europe for the most part can’t 
support added equipment, and 
houses might have to install their 
own generators. A lot of theatres 
are built solidly of brick and mor- 
tar and the belated addition of air- 
conditioning would be doubly ex- 
pensive. Then, too, in many 
places prices are frozen, and the 
theatres would have no way of re- 
couping ' via the ._ ublic 


in Europe, 
that use a 
uli- 


There are theatres 
particularly in England, 
simplified air-cooling system, 
lizing blowers 

Several U. S. execs have begun 
to wonder whether there wouldn't 
be wisdom in undertaking the ex- 
pense of air-conditioning given key 
houses with which they do steady 
business by way of bolstering the 
boxoffice But here, again, the 
question of expenses and recoup- 
ment enters, and also business in 
most places is still good enough so 


deprive both exhibitors and dis- 
tributors of the incentive for pro- 
viding a cool haven for their pa- 


‘ trons 


_ Home Office of 20th Uneasy About 





Wise to Diversify 

Arnold Bernhard & Co. is 
giving the attaboy endorse- 
ment to the large film and 
theatre corporations. This Wall 
Street outfit. which puts out 
the Value Line investment ad- 
visory publication, states that 
the picture business companies 
are pursuing a wise course in 
diversifying 

Bernhard notes that various 
show business enterprises are 
selling off non-earming prop- 
erties and putting the proceeds 
to use in cutting down on their 
capitalizations or investing in 
other businesses. This means a 
smaller but more economical 
showbiz structure in addition 
to prospects of — from 
the unrelated activities 


Fed Measure To 
Curb Tax-Eager 
State Bodies 


| Washington, Aug. 11. 
| Senate Finance Committee has 
approved legislation to bar state 
taxation of incomes of out-of-state 
firms whose chief activity is solicit- 
ing and accepting orders 

The bill is designed to counter 
Supreme Court decisions earlier 
this year which seemirgly gave the 
greenlight for states to tax a wide 
array of companies in interstate 
commerce, including film distrib- 
utors and radio-tv networks. 

Senate Finance Chairman Harry 
F. Byrd (D-Va.) described the 
measure as a stopgap move until 
Congress has more time to study 
the problem. A special House Ju- 
diciary Subcommittee is expected 
|to hold hearings this Fall on the 
subject. 


WARNER FILS READIES 
BLACKER’S ‘TAOS’ TALE 


| Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Screen and television rights to 

“Taos,” novel by Irwin R. Blacker, 

have been optioned by Jack M. 











+ 


| (costly 


Tempo of Output at Its Studio 


Having just suffered through a 
shortage of top product for 
the summer months, the 20th-Fox 
homeoffice is currently showing 
concern for the fall and winter 
months, though the company’s re- 
lease schedule is fairly well set 


What puzzles the 20th people in 
the east is the slowness with which 
projects appear to materialize at 
the studio, where only Jerry Wald 
is engaged in a burst of activity 
Since no iove is lost between Wald 
and the 20th brass at this mo- 
ment, the question is asked: What 
do we do if and when Wald quits 
the lot* 

It isn't clear whether Wald is 
continuing with 20th, or whether 
he’s just working out his con- 
tract with the studio. In any case, 
if it weren't for Wald, 20th’s pro- 
duction wheels would be grinding 
exceedingly slowly at this point, 
Three of the five major produc- 
tions currently before the cameras 
at 20th are Wald projects—‘The 
Best of Everything,” “Beloved In- 
fidel” and “Hound Dog Man.” 

What the homeoffice would like 
to know is: Where are the rest of 
20th’s producers? “We've got a lot 
of them, both staff men and out- 
side producers who make films 
for us,” said one man. “Nobody 
seems to be able to find out what 
they do. It’s been quite a long 
time since men like Sam Engel 


and Mervyn LeRoy have come up 
with a film.” 

There may be an improvement 
since 20th last week let it be 
known that Darryl F. Zanuck will 
make ten pictures for 20th release 


in 1959-60. Included in that list, 
however, are films that have been 
in the works for some time. Re- 


port is that 20th is investing $30,- 
000,000 in the new Zanuck slate 
He hasn't contributed a film since 


“Roots of Heaven,” which has 
turned into one of 20th’s most 
painful losers 


It's understood that 20th either 

negotiating, or already has 
a deal, for Frank Sinatra's 
to produce a number of 
Presumably, 


is 
signed 
company 
films for 20th release. 


| the actor-singer will star in all or 
most of them. Meanwhile, 20th is 
betting heavily on “The Blue 


Warner Productions Inc. It will be | 


the company’s second indie film 
and the first since Warner depart- 
}ed the studio the first of the year. 
The story, localed around Taos 
and Santa Fe, N. M., concerns the 
then-successful revolt of the Pueb- 
lo Indians against the Spanish in 
| 1680. 
Warner, son of Warner Bros 
Warner, made “The 


healthy grosses in the face of such | Man Who Cheated Himself.” a fea- 
an adverse 
saving time. 

This is mainly an agriculural sec- 
tion and the welfare of the boxof- 
fice depends in considerable part 
{on farming’s well-being. 


influence as daylight 


jture which 20th-Fox released in 
|}1950. During 15 years with War- 
ner Bros., young Warner variously 
headed the short subjects, com- 
mercial and industrial, and televi- 
‘sion departments. 


Angel,’ which stars Mai Britt and 
is a remake of the old Marlene 
Dietrich-Emil Jannings hit. 


Dore Schary OK 


Nantucket, Mass., Aug. 11. 

Dore Schary, 53, film and legit 
producer, was under observation 
at Nantucket Cottage Hospital 
Saturday (8) for an intestinal ail- 
ment. He was stricken Friday (7) 
aboard his yacht. “Blythe Spirit,” 
which was tied up at Steamboat 





Wharf. 


He was given emergency treat- 
ment by a medico and then trans- 
ferred by ambulance to the hospi- 
tal. 

Later 
Schary 


Dr. Wylie L. Collins said 
suffered a virus infection, 
but was much 
(9) and would be released from 
Nantucket Cottage Hospital. 





| on golfing, 
| struments, 


improved Sunday | 


ILM INDUSTRY 
LOSING IDENTITY 


By DON CARLE GILLETTE 


Hollywood, Aug. 11 

Motion picture business, which 
once rated its own formidable and 
glamorous classification among ma- 
jor industries, is threatened with 
a loss of much of its identity. It 
also faces the grim prospect of los- 
ing its long-held leadership as pur- 
veyor of paid entertainment. 

Evidence of this transformation 
is cropping up daily. In the latest 
issue of Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, 
Fenner & Smith's quarterly “Se- 
curity and Industry Survey,” which 
for years has included a ction 
headed “Motion Pictures,” the 
movies have been incorporated 
into a new division titled “Recre- 
ation,”” which also includes bowl- 
ing, boating, photography, TV, etc. 
In Hollywood, the very heart of 
motion picture production, the 
brokerage office of E. F. Hutton 
& Co. gives Television a separate 
panel on its blackboard, while Mo- 
tion Pictures now are scattered 
among the miscellaneous Indus- 
trial stocks. And in a recent Stand- 
ard & Poor’s “The Outlook” pub- 
lication, film companies were 
placed in a “Leisure Time Bene- 
ficiaries’ category along with man- 
ufacturers of bowling equipment, 
cameras, do-it-yourself kits — and, 
no kidding, paper cups! 

This is quite a comedown for a 
business selling perhaps 45,000,000 
tickets every week though scram- 
ble of many film companies to dil- 
versify into other fields, is bring- 
ing about a new Wall Street atti- 
tude toward the industry—and it 
may not be all to the good 

One Wall Street faction with 
heavy investments in the pictures 
has become so concerned with the 
diversification trend—fearing some 
companies may diversify right out 
of show business—and so far ap- 
prehensive over the emphasis on 
tv production, where profit possi- 
bilities are far smaller than in the- 
atrical films, that it has marshalled 
a mass of evidence with a possible 
view of swinging movie leaders 
back into balance. Highlights of this 


data are presented herewith. 
The Seat of the Trouble 
The chief nemesis—video—now 
is having a big impact in a way 
that nobody predicted. After many 
hours of sitting in front of a tv 


screen, people feel the need to get 
out and go—not to a theatre for 
more sit-down entertainment but 
to some other form of recreation 
where they can stretch their legs, 
get the kinks out of their joints 
and expand their chests. Thus they 
have turned with increasing en- 
thusiasm to stand-up and participa- 
tion amusements 

U.S. bowling alleys — shrewdly 
promoted via tv—now claim a cli- 
entele of nearly 25,000,000—double 
the 1953 figure. Boating enthusi- 
asts spent a record $482,000,000 on 
pleasure craft last year. Insati- 
abie photography bugs, who al- 
ready own about 44,000,000 cam- 
eras, keep buying more at the rate 
of over 5,000,000 a year. Photo- 
graphic sales in 1958, despite the 
recession, jumped 8% to a $2,120,- 
000,000 high—nearly twice the to- 
tal U.S. gross of the movie business 
—and will set another new record 
this year. The amounts being spent 

skiing, hi-fi, band in- 
house-trailers for vaca- 
tion touring, health clubs, base- 
ment workshops, private swimming 
pools and other participation recre- 
ation also have skyrocketed, all 
drawing customers and coin away 
from the movies. People are hun- 
grier than ever for entertainment 
and spending more on it, but they 
can take only so much of it sitting 
down. 

That's where the films have been 
losing out—and ultimately it could 
boomerang on tv itself. As a cor- 
roborative sidelight, whereas cir- 
cuses, which also are a sit-down 
show, have lost ground even more 
than the screen, the carnivals with 
their walk-arcund midways keep 
setting new attendance records 

Despite the encouraging tv ac- 

(Contirlued on page 20) 
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Have Traveled, Plan To Stay In Orbit; 
United Artists Fully Internationalized 











ty FRED HIFT 

United Artists’ “global look” 
promotional conference seeking to 
hammer out an international ap- 
pro to erchandising, got 
under W n N.Y. Monday) 10 
With ( the companys 
foreign |! esentatives in attend 
ance f li last througn 
Friday 7 

At a ncheon Monday, 
president A B. Krim stressed 
that UA king in the future 
M ld be eterminedly interna- 
tion I e past we have been 
thinking ly in terms of our 
32 don f hanges he said 
“Now we are ying to put this in- 
dust: once behind us. In view 
‘ le ¢ on big pictures, 
we shall be nking not of 32 ex- 
changes but of 150. This is the 
real sign nee of our meeting 
here ; 

Krim said the new UA approach 
had bee cored via the ap- 
pou ie Morton Nathanson 
as coordinator of international ad- 
verti g-publici Noting that 
bot! Solomon and Sheba” and 
“On the Beach vould receive in- 
ternational premieres, Krim said: 
“This is being done because. dur- 
ing tl i0 years, there has 
been a iendous broadening of 
the base in international commu- 
nicatiol emendous value can 
now | rough international | 
advert d promotion. We 
want to take the fullest advantage 
of et orld idea.” 

That Ain't No Glove 

Max |! sstein, UA v.p., re- 
calling that the company recently 
had ele number of its ex- 
ecutives to e presidencies, said 
the cor ny was throwing down 
{ gaur to the rest of the in- 
dustry We are determined to 
service ¢ oducers so there is 
no ¢ e're the best in the 
worle iid. “If the others | 
want drag their feet, or chase 
1 that’s | right with us. We'll 
still be of them 

Your ein said UA during the 
past ¢ irs had more than 
tripled inpower. “That's how 
we have backed up our record,” 
he declare How do you get the 
best tea I getting manpower, 
sup} ng it with the money to do 
the job and by not second-guess- 
ing m. I can promise you. we'll 
be the best promotion outfit in 
this i 

Not Also Put All-Vital 

nold Picker, v.p. in charge of 
foreign ¢ ribution, made a short 
talk ir ch he said the foreign 
section years had gotten the 
“younge rother” treatment, re- 
ceivil e clothes of the older 
brot Apparently now we are 
to be ed for a new suit, 
al I k you for it,” he ob- 
Sé ed 

Openi ession of the interna- 
tional nfab heard Sunday execs 
addre the group. Here from Eu- 
re é harles J. Smadja, one 
0 \ partners: Giulio Asca- 
' European publicity topper; 
I iC Winicus, Youngstein’s Eu- 
ro} ep with headquarters in 
Lo Karl Scheffler, publicity 
manag f Germary, and Joe 
Pole blicity topper in Britain. | 

I eard from Picker, William 
J. I a sales v.p., Young- 
sti id Roger H. Lewis, ad-pub 
v.p. The execs discussed the aims 
of UA t to unify and merge 
its ternational approach. Later 
mec be broken down in 
M ions to determine the 
I ¢ e ways of coordinat- 
ing tic and foreign efforts 
Oo! I pictures. 

M j afternoon, the entire 
£ | a screening of Stanley 
Kra On the Beach.” 

in his remarks, 
al fore gr TEeve ies 

} i six-fold ince 

95] i from $5.000,000 

100,000 last year. For- 

é s for the first half 

( 159 e 20° aiead of lust 
at the film indus- 
t f today has grown into a 
gg. { enterprise Picker said. 
a I ynger have a strictly ‘do- 
n and a strictly ‘foreign’ film 
n et in the old tradition. The 
bi tures of today are conceived 
and prepared for global audi- 
ence is only logical to carry 
thro the marketing on the 

same dwide scale.” 
Y« stein said producer-dis- 


| Astor 


Rainy, wet Weekends in several 
tributor was backing its global¢— — key cities covered by VARIETY are 
yrogram with product in depth, , ° producing a nice hypo for biz cur- 
offering more than 40 pictures val. Seward Benjamin, VI. rently. Much cooler than season- 
ued at about $65,000,000. Lewis Seward I. Be ! secre able weather is helping general 
noted that the _ intercor*t’nental ‘ é Arf&Rt.) has Of course, the continued flow of 
conference will refine and adapt be¢ a dent big b.o. product a plus fa 
promotion materials and campaigns of the t prex Arthur tor 
taking in all media, from radio B. } f ek in “North by Northwest M-G 
television, music and records, to n boosted by a batch of fresh book 
pressbooks, field kits and photo | UA in ings, is soaring to N 1 spot. A 
layouts. M the record opening round at the huge 

‘ — : i I f team N. Y. Music Hall naturally is he 
. - t é \ te of the ing vastly. “Anatomy Murdet 
I G gia i iham Col), champ last week, is winding 
Film Shares Gain ~ f I I sa up second, more 
of hind the first-place “North” in a 
P | } I tual gross coin 
4 K B “Hole in Head finishing 
or y ° 0 ¢ - er of third, same spot as a week ago 
Robe S. Be \ chair- Big Circus” AA will capture 
Motion picture stocks, as a . is fourth place by dint of some ew 
group, had a gain of 4.6°o in July, \ secre- playdates. ‘‘Porg Bess Cx 
as compared with June, in trading is winding up fifth 
value on the New York Stock Ex- “Nun's Story” (WB second last 
change. This came after a drop of round and long high on the list. is 
2.6% in June as compared with R B IL It ending up in sixth place. “Her- 
May. June had brought the first OXY 00 S S cules” (WB) will enth while 
decline in the month-to-month “South Seas Adventure” (Cine 
comparisons in more than a year e ° rama) is copping eighth positior 
Contrfbuting to the upsurge in All-Time First “Five Pennie Par) is taki 
July were Warners, which went up ninth money. “L: Train F1 
$4 per share; 20th-Fox up $2.25 Gun Hill,” also from Paramount, is 
and Loew’s Inc., up $2.12'2 ° capturing 10th place Darby 
» proadcasting issues went cup aramount IC O’Gill” (BV) will be llth while 
r By American Broadcasting-Par- “Room At Top” (Cont) rounds out 
amount Theatres, w hich is listed ; ‘ the Top 12 list 
in the broadcasting division, was a i KS KON ; re iong- “South Pacific Magna), no 
major factor having posted a gain in ¢ € ‘ 20th-Fox being released in regular print t 
of $3.12!2 aa a} t picture 20th-Fox in a nu ver of ke 
Radio-television manufacturing ft e first é ste “Diary of Anne Frank” (20th 
was off 8% in July, compared with |! K Woman,” | —_ a uae: = ; 
the June prices. Biggest dip in this Hunte ~ Lorer 
field was experienced by Admiral, G San 
which was off 42°c. I ove reflectir new 
a a of k ; the big 
. ’ ly es iu t e 
Karlin 0’Seas Prez Roxy Fn 
. I yn th 
Of Brunswick-Balke Co.; \ 
a g é ) erable ber of eee ae 
Seckler UA Successor ‘i! ‘onrans’s selene! Hos 
a Sr | won on Big UA Bally Due 
Myron D. Karlin, Italian sales We t s to open Sept. 4 Big motiona utlay to 
chieftain for United Artists, and a me g the Labor I age aa ay er Me ag ee 
veteran overseas film exec, steps week : , b Sige AP ee sarhecresd ape 
out of the business into bowling rhis abou ete e change- — aes es he we od ~e8 
and billiards when he becomes er of ed c book- a. = tele ale 
le . Sale Jie . (Tues.) by Roger H. Lewis, 
president of Brunswick-Balke-Cal- on Bri st years UA \ in charge of advertis- 
lender International, a newly | t we » the Par Thea- ee apt “ele cer age 
created post.. Heretofore the Chi-. tre } the Roxv. War ing, publicity and exploitation, 
ae ar at the second day of the com- 
cago manufacturer handled its arner Thea- Pes ternatione! «merchan- 
export business as part of the in- é md set Sc. cake kee be 
rat dising confab According to 
tegrated sales department but ith Lewis, it the first time t t 
bowling and billiards, particularl) é f S chen Sr te tere i 
since the perfection of the automa a = seep = ss sagt : ; 
{ P } promotional col on a worid- 
t pinball machines, spreading wide basis 
globally Karlin is taking over as Norman Panama to Eng. | “’\‘.jo-am rk session 
head of that sales organization ‘ n I Ae Wal by nes or age 


Brunswick has a factory in Eng- 
land now, plans one in Japan, does 
a large business with Army instal- 
lations in Germany and elsewhere 

Ned Seckler, who was supervisor 
in the Far East, will succeed Kar 


|lin, coming into the UA organiza- 


tion 
until 


Nov. 1. Karlin is staying or 
the end of the 


Broadway Aste 


year 


UA, City Share Cost—Drop Inclusion of Sidestreet, }.. 


Bijou Legiter 


In a change of plans, United A 
ists and City 
dropped the idea of combining the 
Theatre and the 
Broadway into a single house 
stead, a complete renovating jot 
will be done on the Astor alone 
It'll run to $800,000, the cost to be 


Investing have 


Bijou on 
In- 


shared 50-50 by UA and City In- 
vesting 

Seating capacity of the Astor 
will be cut to 1001 seats fre the 
present 1100 and the nev 
screen will measure 50 ft. by 27 f 
The third balcony will be « 
inated and the mezzanine section 
will be extended. 

Plan is to make the Astor into 
the most modern and up-to-date 


showcase on Broadway, serving a 
the prime outlet for UA picture 
in what many consider the most de 








sirable location on the mainstem 
if not in the world. Going har n 
hand with the renovation jolt 


which will be very complete, UA 


is taking a new ten-year lease on 
the house. 

Theatre is due to close during 
the first or second week in Octo 


ber, when “Devil's Disciple” com- 
pletes its run there. It'll reopen 


;on Dec. 17 with the preem of “On 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade Still Strong; ‘North’ New Champion, ‘Murder’ 











was devoted to a discussion « 











: © Kend for launching and handling p 
- rtm I K ¢ A ld for “On tl Beas the S$ 
Is V ley Kramer production. To- 
Me e day Wed Solomon and 
Sheba is on the agenda 
‘ Abt Mann “Our plan j t 
' Be mar specific 
ng the ments of 
and then to f 
for maximum 
impact Lewis said 





rs S006 Facelift 


Europe to U. S. 















Martin G¢ 
Lerne! 
Fulton Lewis J 
in Renovation noe A Rae ton 
ichard Myers 
Ricl urd Pack 
e Be é Kramer = “_ 3 Ski ne! 
a ( wvune iViol 
, A Michael id j 
€ \ 1 the V ictoria Mic nae I aad « 
( ‘ ‘ Investing, but & A. to N. Y. 
ORE e of the : a 
ertain Preston Ames 
One N veek eniq| Robert Cohn 
e Astor ed into “a | William Dozier 
eautiful bar nx”? Ss iki d| Margaret. Ettinger 
tha : te ; ¢ ty beyred Frank M. Folsom 
» into the ‘ \ressively| William McGarry 
der! se extant The Vincente Minnelli 
een WV be ng the largest | James Simon 
R } rt vy | 
_ ay a ll be virtually | 7 5.0 & A. 
0- i AStOr wil >| . 
ble of s ; be} Peter Arnel! 
Renovatic * " fall ws| Jacqueline Arnell 
» weedevnitstion trend on feced.| lear Ascareiii 
: Rad Rig a eva “tad Chuck Connors 
down ¢ city. This| Martin S. Davis 
ne , car at| Albert B. Gins 
1 Stat, | Monroe Glasberg 
Cite abt } ses owned. or | yas on 
nartially o i by UA are the ecile Gra 
P Theatre, east ie artie in| Ronald House 
N. ¥.,. and the United Artists Thea- | a ee 
tre in San Fra co. in which UA} er amerman 
as a 25 interest and which is | Norma Macmillan 
perated | Sherill Corwir No! Irving Mansfield 
further the ‘ suisitions are | Joseph H. Moskowitz 
lanned t ( Da ‘We'ye| Henry Rogers 
no intention of going into the thea-| Joyce Selznick 
e busiz ce ented a UA} Maurice R. Silverstein 
exec, Joe Wolhandler 


2d, ‘Hole’ 3d, ‘Circus’ 4th, ‘Porgy’ 5th 


Middle of Night” (Col) and “Gigi” 
M-G) are the runner-up films in 
about that order. Last-named is 
getting handsome coin considering 
its playing only five big key cities. 
Private’s Affail 20th’, just 
getting started around this weex, 
is somewhat spotty but okay in 
Minneapolis, hot Omaha and 
smash in Boston Beat Genera- 
on M-G) is rated fine in Wash- 
ington. “Scapegoat M-G looks 
sock in Boston, wham in L. A. and 
heading for a ne high in N. Y. 
Legend of Tom Dooley” (Col), 
good in Indianapolis, shapes slow 
Balto. “Big Fisher ” (BV), 
lso new. is rated solmM on N. Y. 
preem ‘Tinglet Col looms 
smash in Detroit Sleeping Beau- 
BV), neat in St. Louis, is mild 
Indianapol 
Holiday For Lovers 20th), 
comparatively new, is brisk in Chi 
and good in Boston, but mild to 
ow in three other keys. “Modern 
Times” ‘Lopert big in Chi, is 
light in K. C 
Horse Soldiers” UA shapes 
smart in N. Y. at the Astor Say 
One For Me 20th) looks big in 
if 4. and Toronto 
The Mummy” ‘U) looms fast in 
Pitt. “Imitation of Life,” from 
same company, is okay on 15th- 
final week of record run in Louis- 
ville 
Windjamme! NT) looks stout 
in Portland. “Earth Is Mine U) 
shapes slick in Toronto 
Complete B office Reports on 


Pages 8-9-10 


: ws Darling of Investors Just Other Day, 
ves) Disney Shares Trading Value Slumps 


Walt Disney Productions has de- 

ned over $30,000,000 in ding 
price on the New York Stock Ex- 
lange over the past several 
onths It's more evidence of a 
ckle WallStreet—fickle so far as 
10w business entilies are on- 
erned 

Until a re é ecent period, 





Disney had the darling of the 
investors. The price per share had 


gone up to $59.50. And in the past 


been 











veek it fell to $39.20, representing 
a new low for the vear. The $59.50 
was a high. 

Curiously, Disney's third 
of the current ve isa gt 

n a compar n s FE: 

ent up to 9 ireé 
83 

Reasons fi the fall in trading 
price: “Sleeping Beauty” will just 
about break even or show a tiny 
profit; instead of being the big 
money-maker that had Meen antiei- 
pated; television earnings are off 
slightly; the stock had been too 
h priced, having risen on the 
false anticipation of extra payoffs 


to stockholders 


Astruc-Marquand Team; 
Sagan Script Collab 


Alexandre Astruc, a French di- 
rector, and Christian Marquand, 


French star, have tormed Bassano 
Film to produce “The Cut and the 
Knife yarn written jointly by 
Astruc and Francoise Sagan. It'll 
roll in Paris in November with 
Marquand arring. Femme lead 
is being sought 

Story, as outlined in N. Y. last 
week by Astruc and Marquand, in- 
volves the problem of a woman 


who, having battled for equal rights 





ith men, and having obtained 

em, finds she doesn’t know what 
to do with them and yearns for 
her subordinate position 

Astruc said he’s looking for a 
new girl Casting is difficult be- 
cause she has to be about 27. We 


are hoping to find a French Claire 


R 
6bi00M 


U. S. to Europe 
Americo Aboaf 
Nate Cummings 
Joseph Fields 
Bill Glover 
David Golding 
Canada Humphrey 
Jerome Kilty 
George Marvolin 
Florence irtz 
Charles Smadja 
Lee Swanson 
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‘SUMMIT’ BAROMETER READING 








a - 7 


Venice Feature Films 


(Evening Unspoolings) 


Aug. < e Boy and the Bridge 
? i VO Rukah Jizn 
La N des Espions 
t i Night Tra 
4 é i Ital) 
é Wollt Ihr } g 
) fust You Live Fore 
2 S Son: Spain 
lella Rovere 
a K S! e} 
» T F of T 
) | i France 
{ i Mur t 
e Face 
Grande Guerra I 
f lr OF COMPETITION: “Some | 





Allied as Lurking Summit Ghost 


Trade Body Still May Sic Uncle Sam’s Sleuths on ‘)“* 
Picture Industry Practices Per ‘White Paper’ 


not Mervyn Le 





} NX a 
( r oO ( inadus 
{ t ec 
ne The 
0 oO 
S Co ( 
s i be ¢ 
£ ( es are 
i I ed by the 
S eS ( uM et 
Jud 1 
( I ee lett the door open whe! 
it stated that it \ | not undertake 
a ; ess and until evi 
¢ ri diff ent nature Is 
forthcomir \ i is presently 
r ge Dil the new 
€ ence 
All 1 t hopeful that the 
+ Sd between the 
Americ: Congress of Exhibitors 
ar he Motion Picture Assn. of 
America would bring about results 


tha ould make a Government 
probe unnecessary. Beca¢se of the 
im 





eeting between the 
heads of state” of exhibition and 
iad been lax 
in pursuing its hite paper’ cam- 
paign. However, when the MPAA- 
ACE meeting was delayed time 
after time, Allied called a special 
rd meeting to consider ACE 


t 
and to step up iis “white paper 
C 





Allied leaders believe that this 


strumental in bring- 
ing about the July 31 “summit” 
meeting. A { wants no more de- 
lays in rea 1g decisions. It is as 
s\ blir s evidence for the Gov- 


ernment, but apparently will with- 
hold the presentation until after 
the se summit meeting on 

The scheduling of the meeting 
oI hat date, a eek or two be 
fore Congress adjourns, has led 
some Alliedites to believe that it 
was deliberate to stall the “white 
paper mpaign. However, Allied 
is willing to believe that it “just 
happened” and is anxiously await- 
ing the outcome of the second ¢€ 
of E-MPAA session before* decid 


ing on itS next move 


Unions Protest Plan To 
Sell Ace Italo Circuit 


Rome, Aug. 11 





A rep 1 plan to liquidate 
Ita t circuit of film 
houses the ernment - owned 
c. &. s brought strong 
protests fi a groun'of labor and 
workers’ unions headed by FIALS 
Group sees in any indiscriminate 
St 1 pote il thi to Italo 
pro labor force, and 
fied alienation” of an im- 
I » property 

The ip Which has 
c \ ha proposal that the 

‘ IRI. Organi- 

z ‘ E.C.I is it re 
( ( tt Studic 

ys ested that sale of the 

could also lead 

t { I r ( cartelization of 

Italo s than that currently 


Ln te ek 





aris, Half-Year: 
23 Franco Films, 
39 Coproductions 


half of 1959 dropped 


Cinematographe 
the 58 pictures 
between January 


were coproductions 


months period, 39 were completely 
ian coproductions and 11 
‘Old West Motif Shopping 


Center Dreams of Films 
Shot ‘on Its Back Lot 


ing a multi-millior 





reation and shopping center 


DerHeck revealed t! 





WG 25 LOOMS AS Myers: TOA Bigger Braggarts Than 


AY OF CAN-DO Soviet ; See Exhib Orgs in New Feud 


By HY HOLLINGER 


Despite the outward manifesta- 





of harmony and friendliness 
at the initial “summit” meeting 
ysed between the America! 


Congress of Exhibitors and repre- 


entatives of the Motion Picture 
i l it was authorl- 
vely learned that the exhibitor 








ykesmen were somewhat taker 
back Dy two developments at the 
ior One exhibito1 leadet 
acterized tn¢ statements i15s- 
after the meeting by MPAA 
topper Eric Johnston and ( of ft 
’ in S. H. Fabia . = 

F 110 ri yppointments ! 
ed around the film companies’ 
| to discuss the subject of 
post-1948 films to tv and (2 
ictices involving film rer 

As a matter fact, it w 


who expressed surprise 


yst-'48 films was not on the ag 


I ian a 
Roy Cavalcade t eeting that the topic of 


Johnstor it’s reported. de- 
i that no agreement had be 
ed to discuss the subject 


s turn of events seemed so 


trange nce it was Fabian 

d Johnston who had established 
agend Explanation given the 
tor representatives as to why 

e topic of post-'48 films—and their 
tual selloff—was not included 


is that there had been disagree- 
nt among the film companies 
the subject and that some of 
e firms had been advised by 
their attorneys that a violation of 
the antitrust laws might be 
harged if it were discussed 
Trade Practices 
The subject of trade practices 
and film rentals was introduced 
during the discussion of ways and 
means to help small theatres At 
this point, Abe Montague, Colum- 
bia’s executive v.p., stated that he 
would not discuss trade practices 
film rentals in the same room 
with the other distributors. He said 
e was taking this stand on the 
advice of his company’s attorney 


The “summit” meeting recon- 
venes on Aug. 25 when various 
committees report on the four top- 
ics that were on the agreed agenda 

1) more product, (2) aid to small 
theatres, (3) advertising, and (4 
research. It is generally believed 
that this session will be the most 
crucial in the history of the Amer- 

in Congress of Exhibitors. There 
s a hard core of exhibitors who be- 
ieve that there is no sense in con- 
nuing the talks if such vital ques- 
tions as television getting post-'48 
films and trade practices are not 
considered. The reports from the 
committees are therefore consid- 
ered the key to the continuation of 
the “summit” meetings 

Committees at Work 

The subcommittee on more 
product, made up of Paramount 
prexy Barney Balaban and Colum- 
bia prexy Abe Schneider, for 
MPAA; Fabian, Sol A. Schwartz, 
Sidney M. Markley and William 
‘ormen, for C. of E. met yester- 
day ‘Tues The committee to aid 
small theatres consisting of 
United Artists topper Arthur 
Krim, UA board chairman Robert 
Benjamin and Montague for 
MPAA Horace Adams, George 
Kerasotes, Irving Dollinger, Max 
\. Cohen, and Albert M. Pickus 
for Congress, is scheduled to meet 
on Aug. 20 

The advertising committee meets 
today (Wed This group is made 
up of Loew's prexy Joseph R. Vo- 
tel and John O'Connor, for MPAA 
Cohen Emanuel Frisch Harry 
Mandel, Harry Goldberg, and E: 
‘st Emerling, for C. of E 


Jr. Fowler-Mitchell Link 
To Film Sr. Fowler Tale 
Hollywood Aug. 11 
Gene Fowlet J? and Th nas 
Mitchell have formed Devlen P 
ductions to film Gene Fowler Sr.’'s 
rhe Last Fire Horse.” 
Both Fowlers wiil write the 
enplay, with Junior directing 
and Mitchell starring 


Alberta-Financed Film 


Ex nton, Aug. 11 


Lat t iggest (Canadian 
f production to 
cate I being cast here 
I P ns of this o 
t i full-color bu 
nt r skedded to 
) 1 r, Canadian N 
esort sou 
Pro I M nsk 
I I with 14 
‘ erie n Holls 
Exe oad $ 
ese | } | 
l Kirb 
( J I Pati ck G 
! yntor and T é 
live re il 
b I lancing malt 
ere a Ca ary 





Amusements Dip 


With Whole List 


In Peace Fears 


I «ks were among the vic 
tin as the pubDil invesment on 
the Ne York Stock Exchange took 
ts worst drubbing in four years 
0 Viond 10 Show busines 
es—11 companies are here 
n giver ; representative—lost 
bout $40 1.000 in trading value 
‘ single d 


The entire market was way off 
j rs of military spending de 
cline as prices declined by nearly 
$7.000,.000,000 The reference is 
to “paper” quotations. Wall Stree 
for long has been the land of 
alibis and this reputation was not 
un-enhanced following the majo! 
slip Top reason given was that 
the nation’s entire economy could 
be adversely affected by a drop in 
military spending, which is now 
partly anticipated because the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union are playing a game of diplo 
matic tootsie 

Secondly, there was a feeling 
among many downtown pundits 
the market, having gone up 
up for long, was due for a 
“correction decline.” 

Whatever the reason, these were 
the results so far as Hollywood and 
its neighbors were concerned 





Stanley-Warner dropped 3's pet 
share, for the biggest fall for this 
company in memory 

Others were off in these de 
grees American Broadcasting 
Paramount Theatres 25s. Columbia 
114, Disney 142, Glen Alden 1558 
Loew's Inc. 1, Loew's Theatres *4 
National Theatres *s, Paramount 
15s, 20th-Fox 1'2, and Warners 
13% 

It all added up to a rarity for 
show business. It’s been about 30 
vears ago since all issues fell off 
so uniformly on one day 

Importantly, this is no reflection 
of the strength of the entertain 
ment world Instead, it mirrors 
the trend so far as the entire coun 
try’s economy is concerned—and 


again, as pertaining to this one 
day's speculation 


Franco Chris Marquand 
Denies Anti-Yank Bias In 
Tl Spit on Your Graves’ 


Marauand, star of 
French picture involving the rate 
ingle in the U.S., denied in N.Y 
last week that the film was in the 


east anti-American, but conceded 


ked accuracy in its de 


rhe fil s “J’Irai Cracher Sui 
\ Tombes” (I'll Spit On You 
Grave and it’s based on a nov 
Boris Vian who depicted cond 
s in the U.S. though he'd neve 


been there. Picture contains man: 





(Continued on page 10) 


LOL u I irked it re- 
ent ars by informal alliance of 
enience between Allied States 

and Theatre Owners of 
America ppears to be on the 
e of being torn asunder with 


outpreak OL a major feud be- 


en the two leading exhibitor 
ide associations rhe nevw'schism, 
to have bee brewing for 
time tol nf several years 
ri co é tive efforts “for the good 
Oo é qaustr's a whole came 
t to oper hen TOA or 
il 1a in Maryland, a @ 
( ) been consid i Al- 

{ 
Aithough the charge of prose- 
Allied territory set the 
7 fiving, the two exhibitor 
ve traditionally been at 
cularly as to the meth- 


( 
nen should employ in 

! tne aims Allied has 

k to call for Government 

) ettling disputes with the 
s. TOA has long been 


se to calling in the cops.” 
I ove there has been a basic 
ence in Allied’s point of 


in the membership of both 
nizations. Allied considers it- 


‘ spokesman of the small, 
ndevendent oO! the so-called 
1a nots.” It considers TOA the 
epresentative of the large circuits 


ives” of exhibition. TOA 
disputes the latter contention, 
pointing to the large number of 


small theatres in its ranks 
Truce 
The two organization which 


went their separate ways for dec- 
ades, joined forces a few years 
ago in an appeal to the Govern- 
ment via the Senate Small Busi- 
ness Committee An agreement 
was reached whereby TOA would 
join Allied in going to the Gov- 
ernmert if Allied would support 
TOA in requesting the antitrust 
division of the Dept. of Justice to 
permit the formerly affiliated the- 
atres to produce films with pre- 
emptive rights for their own the- 
atres 

With the organization of the 
American Congress of Exhibitors, 
although some Allied leaders 
emerged as staunch supporters of 
the new group, it was obvious that 
the temporary truce between TOA 
and Allied was becoming strained. 
4 number of Allied veterans be- 
lieved that the Congress of Exhibi- 
tors would attempt to usurp the 
functions of the long-established 
exhibitor organizations They 
especially felt that the C. of E., 
based on its representation, wou!d 
attempt to place Allied in a weak, 
secondary role 


In a bulletin issued from Wash- 
ington by Abram F. Myers, Al- 
lied’s board chairman, TOA was 
charged with making “extravagant 
claims” about its accomplishments 
for theatremen “We are all fa- 
miliar with the boasting of Khrush- 
chev and his Kremlin buddies— 
how Russians invented the tele- 
phone, the airplane. etc...” Myers 
notes “But experienced exhibi- 
tors who have noted industry de- 
velopments through the years will 
agree that when it comes te brag- 
ging and making extre.agant 
claims, the Russians have been 
surpassed by TOA.” 

Issue of Credit 

Myers follows with a point by 
point listing of TOA'’s alieged 
boasts and indicates that it was 
Allied and not TOA which oriei- 
nal'y initiated many of the efforts. 
He raps TOA for its toll-tv polics 


for its efforts to revise the con- 
nt decrees, for its so-called or- 
de elease program, for misrep- 
esentation of its group insurance 
r na {fo l in if ear n 
Washir r r ts Fics s ir 
N York 
\ nove ) Allied leade i » 
I that TOA attempt to 
t ( guide tl} program 
oO 4 } Con r oO LXx- 
t TOA sa one \ d 
ead { npaignir fo ne 
l r t ) rgar tlor ind 
} See at it ist ted 
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Pillow Talk 
(C’SCOPE; COLOR; SONGS) 


Sock b.o. comedy from U. 





Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Unive >t Arwin production 
GBiars Rock | Dor Day costars 
Tor R Produced 
by Ros in Melcher 
Dire t Screenplay 
Sian s I j ice Riehl 
based « Russell Rouse and 
Clarence G wra (Eastman Colo 
Arthur E \ re nusi Frank DeVoi 
editor, Mil } Previewed at the 
West d \ Theatre Aug. 7 9 
Run 105 MINS 
Brad Aller Rock Hudson 
Jan Morr« Doris Day 
Jonathan | es reny Randall 
Alma Thelma Ritter 
Tony Walte Nick Adams 
Marie Julia Meade 
Harry Allen Jenkins 
Pierot Marcel Dealio 
Mrs. Walt« Lee Patrick 
Nurse Res . Mary McCarty 
Dr. Maxwe Alex Gerry 
Mr. Conr Hayden Rorke 
Eileen alerie Allen 
Y vette Jacqueline Beer 
Tilda Arlen Stuart 
Mr. Waiters Don Beddoe 
Mr. Grah Robert B. Williams 
Entertaine Perry Blackwell 
Fat Girl Muriel Landers 
Hotel Clerk William Schallert 


Karen Norris 
Lois Reyman 


Miss Dickens 
Jonathan's Secretary 


Universal has a sock boxoffice 


comedy in “Pillow Talk.” It is a 
sleekly sophisticated production 
that deals chiefly with s-e-x. - 
though broad it is tastefully 
handled. and Ross Hunter, who 


produced with Maytin Melcher, has 
given it a production dripping with 
the trappings of glamor. The prem- 
ise is dubious, but an attractive 
east, headed by Rock Hudson and 
Doris Day. give the good lines the 


strength to overcome this de- 
ficiency. It plays. 
The film follows the current 


trend in romantic comedies of be- 
ing about as 
allows these days. The principals 
seem to spend considerable time in 
bed or talking about what goes on 
in bed, but the beds they occupy 
are always occupied singly. There’s 
more talk than action natch. 
Hunter has used the split screen 
to give this action added emphasis, 
and uses it in one sequence for a 
split-screen bathtub effect that is 
both interesting and amusing. The 


talk and action take place en the; 


happy hunting ground where boy- 
chases-girl and the reverse — or, 


vice versa — but nothing really 
happens. 
The plot (slight) of the amusing 


screenplay by Stanley Shapiro and | 
Maurice Richlin, from a story by | 


Clarence Greene and_ Russell 
Rouse, is based on the notion that 
a telephone shortage puts Miss 
Day and Hudson on a party line. 
This idea may seem somewhat 
“dated” in most inflated localities, 
but the Shapiro-Richlin handling 
is as bright and up-to-date as a 
magenta-colored telephone. 
conclusion 

It helps that two established 
stars of first boxoffice rank are 
cast somewhat against type. Play- 
ing under Michael Gordon's per- 
ceptive direction and fine timing, 
both respond. Hudson, usually the 
lovable, overgrown boy, is here a 
sophisticated man about town. Miss 
Day discards her casual hair-style, 
displays a brace of smart Jean 
Louis gowns, and delivers crisply. 

There are some really good 
songs, smartly integrated. The title 
tune and a novelty, “Roly Poly,” 
seem like certain hits. Another 
good one is “Possess Me,” which 
Miss Day sings behind the screen 
while registering quite a different 
attitude on-screen. There is a good 
deal of this sort of cinema trickery 
in “Pillow Talk.” There are the 
split screens, as noted; spoken 
thoughts by the main characters, 
and even introduction of back- 
ground music orchestration for a 
laugh. It all registers strongly. The 


songs are by Buddy Pepper and 
Inez James, Joe Lubin and I. @. 
Roth, and Elsa Doran and Sol 
Lake. They are all good. 

Tony Randall and Thelma Ritter 
are also top-lined in the cast and 
they deliver with authority, cen 
tributing a hefty proportion of tne 
Jaughs. Nick Adams. Mary Mc- 
Carty, Alex Gerry, Arlen Stuart, 
Marcel Dalio and Lee Patrick like- 
wise rack up amusing values 
Karen Norris shows an unusual 


flair for comedy in a brief, but 1m- 
portant scene. In her key scene, 


singer Perry Blackwell is a stand- 
out 

Frank DeVol's bouncy score is 
an important asset. Since back- 
grounds play an important part in 
“Pillow Talk,” art directors Alex- 
ander Golitzen and Richard H 
Riede with set decoration by 
Russe \. Gausman and Ruby R 
Levitt, have had a field day. 
Editi Milton Carruth, and 
sound | Lesiie ¥. Carey and 
Robert Pritchard, are first-rate 
Arthur Arling’s Eastman color 
camera rk highlights the mood 
whet romance or comedy. The 
print st n for review was a work 
print so all color had not been 
broug into balance, but the fin- 
ished portions were exceptionally 
fine. Powe. 


broad as the traffic | 


| The Devil's Disciple 
Star cast in wobbly scripting 
of Shaw comedy. 


Hollywood, 


Aug. 7. 
United Artists release of Brynaprod 
and Hecht - Hill - Lancaster production 
Stars Burt Lancaster, Kirk Douglas, Laur 
ence Olivier. Produced by Harold Hecht 
Directed by Guy Hamilton Screenplay 
John Dighton and Roland Kibbee; based 
on George Bernard Shaw's play; camera, 
Jack Hildyard; editor. Alan Osbistion;: mu 
sie, Richard Rodney Bennett. Previewed 
ut the Academy Awards Thestre, Aug 
59. Running time, 82 MINS 
Anthony Anderson surt Lancaster 
Richard Dudgeon Kirk Douglas 
General Burgoyne Laurence Olivier 
Judith Anderson Jeanette Scott 
Mrs. Dudgeon Eva LeGallienne 
Major Swindon Harry Andrews 
Lawyer Hawkins Basil Sydney 


British Sergeant George Rose 


Christopher Dudgeon Neil McCallum 
Rev. Maindeck Parshotter Mervyn Johns 
William David Horne 
Essie Jenny Jones 


“The Devil's Disciple” by George 
Bernard Shaw is better than this 
film version would indicate to 
those unfamiliar with the stage 
original. The final third of the pic- 
ture is superb Shawmanship, but 
the major portion preceding it is 
fumbling and unsatisfactory. Con- 
sidering the stature of those as- 
sociated in the making of the 
United Artists release. its finished 
state is doubly disappointing. 

That all is not lost may be 
credited almost entirely to Laur- 
ence Olivier. Although his role is 
relatively minor, once he gets on- 
screen for good, Olivier takes 
over. His character, that of Gen- 
eral “Gentleman Johnny” Burg- 
oyne, isa witty, mocking figure and 
mouthpiece for Shaw's’ wicked 
shafts into convention and history, 
in this case the American Revolu- 
tion. Olivier certainly gets most of 
the good lines. But few players 
could equal his bland under-play- 
ing, his sunny urbanity in the face 
of British Military atrocities. 

The other two stars, Burt Lan- 
easter and Kirk Douglas, fare less 
well. Lancaster is Anthony Ander- 
son, the peace-spouting person 
who eventually becomes a fiery 
rebel. Douglas is Dick Dudgeon, 
self-proclaimed a shameless, cow- 
ardly scoundrel, who in turn dis- 
plays the truest Christian attitudes. 
These paradoxes are the basis for 
much of Shaw’s humor. 

Since both Lancaster and Doug- 
las are conscientious, thoughtful 
actors, and since both had a hand 
in the making of the film ( a joint 
Brynaprod and _  Hecht-Hill-Lan- 
caster production), their hearts 
‘were obviously in the effort. But 
something went wrong. 

Shaw’s play, as adapted for the 
screen by John Dighton and Ro- 
land Kibbee, is the ironic Irish- 
man’s version of how the British, 
bumblirg and fumbling, lost the 
American colonies. The reason, 
says Shaw; is that due to the long 
British weekend, someone at the 
War Office forgot to notify Lord 
North to join forces with General 
Burgoyne and pinch off the Colon- 
ials. It’s an amusing notion and 
when this resolution comes it gets 
the response it deserves. 

It’s the build-up that is lacking 
in something, something that could 
be at fault in the writing or the 
editing or the direction. Character 
motivation and mood are never set 
early in the film so response to 
the irony and humor is tentative 
and unsure. The film is exception- 
aly short for a major effort, 82 
minutes. This would not, in itself 
be lamentable. But the time used 
is not always employed for the 
sharpest effect. 

Directors were changed in mid- 
filming on “The Devil's Disciple,” 
and there seems in the finished 
product to be a division of style 
Guy Hamilton is the director 
credited. He must bear the blame 
for the uncertain mood and pace 
There are several scenes were 
timing is almost audibly off, just 
a beat, but enough to blunt the 
Shavian edge. 

Janette Scott plays Lancaster's 
wife, but does not show herself 
well. Most of her scenes are annoy- 
ingly shrill. Eva LeGallienne is 
wasted as Douglas’ mother, left 
with only a few lines and no rec- 
ognizable characterization. Others 
who occupy prominent roles and 
who occasionally score include 
Harry Andrews, Basil Sydney, Da- 
vid Horne and Jenny Jones. 

There are sporadic laughs in the 
early part of the film, and heavy 
and sustained laughter in the final 
third or so. But despite the in- 
tensity of playing by both Lan- 
caster and Douglas, the film as a 
whole does not jell. At this late 
date, it is likely to raise some ques- 
tions about what all the 
was about, back there in 

Jack Hildyard’s camera 


shooting 
1777 


work 
VOrK 15 


up to his customary excellence 
and Richard Rodney’ Bennett's 
musical score is bright. Settings 


seem to be a little sophisticated for 
18th Century America. Powe. 


| murderer, 


The Bat 
An unmysterious mystery. Ex- 
ploitation should be heavy, as 
is film 





H Or A ‘ 
€ Cc. J 

pre ‘ S s \ I 
Screens Ww 

lary Rot Rine t 
woo ‘ t ose t ) 
David Miltor \ Justin 
musi Le s }f es I t the 
studi Au } £ ne 60 
MINS 
Dr. Malcolm We cent Price 
Cornel \ G s Moorehead 
Lt \ndersor ( in G 
Warne hn Sutt 
Lizzie Aler Lenita Lane 
Dale Baile k e Edwards 
Judy Hollende: I la Hood 
Mark Flemir John Bryant 
Carte Fleming Stephens 
Jack Bailey Mike Steele 
Mrs. Pattersor Riza Royce 
Detective } ert B. Williams 

The m ers it made a Classic 
out of Mary Roberts Rinehart’s 
“The Bat” in the 1920's has been 
all but muffled in this sluggish film 
version produced by C. J. Tevlin 
and released by Allied Artists 
Flight of “The Bat” is apt to be 
low and slow. What is missing is 
definition. both of character and 
incident. The film unspools in non- 


descript touches, leaving the view- 
er to care only little about the 
victims and, for that matter, about 
the identity of the Bat himself. 

Writer -director Crane Wilbur 
updated Miss’ Rinehart’s_ story 
(originally titled “The Circular 
Staircase,” before dramatized in 
association with Avery Hopwood) 
but despite this vehicle _ still 
creaks 

“The Bat” is a one-clawed, no- 


face gent who goes around ripping 
jugular veins. His prey isn't only | 
blood, however, and he has more 
than a passing interest in $1,000.-| 
000 worth of bank securities which 
he thinks are hidden in a haunted- 


type house considerately stocked 
with assorted females. Main thread 
of the story revolves around the 
unmasking of the Bat. a feat that 
could have been, but isn’t sus- 
penseful. 

As in nearly every other film 


he’s made in the past two years, 
Vincent Price casts enough furtive 
glances to register as the ghoul 
when, indeed. he isn't. This time, 
however, he does turn out to be a 
and he plavs the role 
with his skill and polish. Agnes 
Moorehead co-stars as a successful 
mystery writer and, if somewhat 
over-active, is at least interesting. 


Elaine Edwards. as the wife of an 
accused embezzler, is the best of 
the supporting cast. with compe- 
tent work from Gavin Gordon, 
John Sutton, Lenita Lane, Darla 
Hood, John Brvant, Harvev Ste- 
phens. Mike Steele. Riza Royce 


and Robert B. Williams 

Most effective in the fright de- 
partment is “The Bat” theme. a 
wierd set of notes plaved on the 
electric guitar by Alvino Rey 
Ravid Milton’s art direction makes 
the film look a trifle more expen- 
sive than it likely is. and other 
technical credits are stock 

Ron 


Ghost of Dragstrip 
Hollow 


Inane juve programmer 
booked with “Diary of a High 
School Bride”; tunes may help 
sell it. 
Hollywood, Aug 
American International release of a Lou 
\ 








Rusoff producticn. Stars Jody Fair, ar 
tin Braddock, Russ Bender: with Leon 
Tyler. Elaine DuPont, Henry McCann, 
Sanita Pelkey. Dorothy Neuman, Kirby 
Smith, Jean Tatum. Jack Gine. Nancy 
Andersen, Beverly Scott, Bill St. John 
Judy Howard, Tom Ivo. Paul Blaisdell 
George Dockstader. Marvin Almars. Rose 
mory Johnston. Marilyn Moe. Directed by 
William Hole Jr.: screenplay, Lou Rusoff 
camera, Gil Warrenton: songs by Nick 
Venet, Jimmie Maddin, Charlotte Braser 
Bruce Johnston and Judy Harriet: music, 
Ronald Stein; editors. Frank Keller and 
Ted Sampson: art direction. Dan Haller 
Previewed at St°nlev-Warner Building 
projection room. Hol'vwood, July 31, °59 
Running time, 65 MINS 
Lois Jody Fair 
Stan Martin Breddock 
Tom Russ Bender 
Bonzo Leon Tyler 
Rhodo Elaine Dupont 
Dave Henry McCann 
Amelia Sanita Pelkey 
Anastasia Dorothy Neuman 
Wesley Kirby Smith 
Alice Jean Tatum 
Tony Jack Ging 
Nita Nancy Anderson 
Hazel Beverly Scott 
Ed Bill St. John | 
Sandra Judy Howord 
Aller Tom Ivo 
Monster Pan! Blaisdell 
Motor Cop George Dockstader 
Leon Marvin Almars 
Lois’s onb'e Rosemarv Johnston 
Nita Double Marilyn Moe 

“Ghost of D p Hollow” is 
a juvenile prevrammer whose only 
vtilitv i to fil time nd 7 renee 
snace next to Dial of a High 
School Bride 

Producer Lou R ff. who also 
receives scripter credit. collected 
a mishmash of hotrods osts. par- 
rots, monste! and rock-and-roll 
and tied ther flim together 
with threads of plot 

The id 1s apparently to make 
a come dging from the sillv 
diate The § hich is also the 
plot, is t! hotrod club Ieses its 

(C ed on page 18) 
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Salto a la Gloria 
(Leap to Fame) 
(SPANISH) 
San Sebastian, 
Films release of Aspa 
(Mardid Stars Alfredo 
Asuncion Sancho; co-stars 
Marco Davo, Mario Morales, Isabel 
Pomes and Mercedes Munoz Sampedro 
Directed by Leon Klimovsky. Screenplay 
Vicente Escriva and Pombo Angulo; cam- 
era, Godofredo Pacheco; music Isidro 
Maiztegui. At Teatro Vicioria Eugenia 
San Sebastian Film Festival. Running 
time, 96 MINS. 


Aug. 4 
Films pro- 
Marsil 


Jose 


c. B 
duction 
lach 


de 


actor Adolfo 
won best performance laurels in 
the role of Dr. Ramon y Cajal, 
Nobel prize winner for research in 
nerve cells. Actor breathes life into 
a role weighted down by an essen- 
tially narrative script in which the 
dramatic values of scientific dis- 
covery are missing 

In tracing the life span of Ramon 
Caja!, from eariy childhood to 


Legit Marsillach 


Vv 





the white-bearded savant’s late ac- | 


claim, authors capture him color- 
fully as a mischievously imagina- 
tive moppet. As a career and re- 
search medic, little of transcenden- 
tal screen interest emerges from 
his rapports with wife, children 
and microscope 

Budgeted modestly, this primar- 
ily features a distinguished cast 
Direction and technical credits are 
fair. Werb. 


800 Leguas Por EI 
Amazonas 

(800 Leagues on Amazon) 

(MEXICAN—COLOR— 
MEXISCOPE) 
San Sebastian, Aug. 4 

Pelimex release of Producciones Corsa 
S.A. production. Stars Carlos Lopez Moc 
tezuma, Rafael Bertrand, Elvira Quintana, 
Maria Duval, Beatriz Augirre, Raul Farell, 
Enrique Aguilar. Directed by Emilio 
Gomez Muriel. Adapted from Jules Verne 
by Julio Alejandro; screenplay by Jaime 
Salvador, Emilio Gomez Muriel; camera, 
Jack Draper. At Sen Sebastian Film Fest 
Running time, 106 MINS. 

Gomez Muriel’s treatment of 
Jules Verne’s straight adventure 
story is a blend of vaudeville, gas- 
light thesping and an undeft touch 
of the infantile. Juan Garral, a re- 
spectacle landowner and family 
man with a turbulent, buried past 
is harried by an unscrupulous ad- 
venturer on a long journey down 
the Amazon into facing trial for an 
unsolved 26-year old murder 
Death of the rash stranger leads to 
Garral's acquital 

Opening jungle sequence scores. 
After that the tuneful rancheros 
break the spell and it’s low “Show 
Boat” spectacle with kiddie epi- 
sodes interspersed and tediously 
assembled. Werb. 





La Petite 
(Little One) 
(BULGARIA—COLOR) 
San Sebastian, Aug. 4 
Bulgarian State Films production and 
release (Sofia). Stars Margarita lleva, 
Anani Yavashev, ivan Dimov, 
Gudoularov, Georgi Kaloyanchev, 
Grecov, Lilyana Bocheva 
Nikolai Korabov. Screenplay by Lyuben 
Stanev; camera, Konstantin Yanakiev; 
music. Parashkev Hadjiev. At San Sebas 
tian Film Fest. Running time, 91 MINS. 


Emil 





Directing his first film, Nikolai 


Korabov crowds the screen with 
unrelated situations to burden the 
central story of a high school 
senior in rebellion against Dad- 
knows-best restraint after she de- 
buts in love. 

Maiden's firm stand contami- 


| nates her submissive brothers who 


stage a mass walkout on the over- 
domineering parent. Film aften de- 
tours from this ample pattern 
Transition from girl to young 
woman is expressive'y performed 
and lensed. Cast and technical 
credits are good. Color is feeble. 
Verb. 
Cain Adolescente 
(Adolescence of Cain) 
(VENEZUELA) 


San Sebastian, Aug. 4 
A Hilario Gonzalez production. Stars 
Carlota Ureta, Milagros del Valle. Edgar 


Jimenez; co-stars Orangel Delfin, Enrique 
Alzugaray, Rafael Bricerno, Pedro Hurtado 
Written and directed by Roman Chalbaud 


Camera, Ramiro Vega: music Eduardo 
Serrano. At San Sebcstian Film Fest. Run 
ning time, 120 MINS, 


Clarity is not the strong point ot 
this long, unusually slow-paced of- 
fering from Venezuela. Out of 
young writer-director Chalbaud’s 
travail comes the admonition 
against tearing up roots in the soil 
for life in the big city. 

A widow, on the far side of mid- 
dle-age, makes this mistake to give 


her son the opportunities only a 
metropolis offers. Sequence after 
sequence depicts the seamy, dis- 
solute. squalid existence in their 
hilltop shack slum_ overlooking 
Caracas. There is no redeeming 
note until the mother, who goes 


lberserk sexually and alcoholically, 


| Sutjeska Gorges. 


Stefan | 


Directed by | 


i 
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Festival Film Reviews 
(a) SAN SEBASTIAN 


5 ap an A A dn A An tn nt nt tn tt i 


(b) PULA 


; dies and the son returns to his 
| pueblo. 

Below grade in all departments. 
Interesting only as a partial social- 


ogical document of modern-day 

Caracas, Werb. 

Zamach 

| (Partisan Mission) 
(POLISH) 


San Sebastian, Aug. 4 
Film Polsky production (Warsaw). With 
| Bozena Kurowaka, Grazyne Staniszewska, 


Zbigniew Cynkutis, Roman Klosowski, 
Andrzej Kostenko, Tadeusz Lomnicki, 
Andrzej] May, Stanislaw Mikulsky. Di- 


rected by Jerzy Passendorfer. Screenplay, 


Jerzy Stawinski; camera, Jerzy Lipman; 
music, Adam Walacinski. At San Sebas- 
tian Film Fest. Running time, 83 MINS. 


Dramatic tension in this highly- 
praised festival entry is touched 
off almost in the opening frame 
and maintains tingling suspense to 
the end 

Setting is occupied Warsaw, 
where a student resistance group 


executes the hated SS General 
Kutscher. In three main movee 
ments, the mission is carefully 


prepared, the attack is successfully 
staged and the German manhunt is 
launched. A very brief epilogue 
shows the survivors in action again. 
_ Accent is on youth. Passendorfer, 
in his second film chore, plus a 
young cast make this an airtight, 
unembroidered celluloid yarn with 
pace and impact. Lensing, editing 
and music all contribute. Werb. 
Sam 
(Alone) 
(YUGOSLAV) 
San Sebastian, Aug. 4. 
Avala Film (Belgrade) production. Stars 
Nikola Simic, Milan Puzic, Pavle Vujiste, 
Radmila Radovanovic, Severin Bijelic. 
Written and directed by Viadimir Pagacie 
from Mihailo Renovcevic’s novel of same 


name. Camera, Aleksandar Sekulovic; 
music. Bojan Adamic. At San Sebastian 
Film Fest. Running time, 94 MINS. 


A small band of partisans, guard- 
ing the retreat of main guerrilla 
troops, are cut off in the desolate 
Sense of isola- 
tion and exhausted supplies de- 
moralize the weak and tax the 
fibre of the detachment’s leaders, 
left with no choice but a break- 
through against overwhelming 
German armed might. 

Story is related with unremorse- 
ful realism. Psychological choice 
between resistance . and despair 
ends implacably in death but 
“Sam” makes the point that there 
is a way to die as there is to live. 
: Cast, setting and low-key light- 
ing are all very effective, Radmila 
Radovanovic, as the enceinte 
partisan, is lovely but her role as 
written is superfluous and slows a 
vivid war tale, otherwise neatly di- 
rected Werb. 

Parmi les Decombres 

(Shadows of the Past) 
(EGYPTIAN) 
San Sebastian, Aug. 4 

Orient Film Co. release of Ezz El Din 
Zulfikar production (Cairo). Stars Fates 

amama. Emad Hamdy, Safia Sarwat, 
Sath Zulfikar; co-stars Hussein Riad. Raw- 
hia Khaled, Samiha Ayoub, Fouad El Mo- 
handess, Salah Nazmi. Directed by Ezzel- 
din Zulficar. Screenplay, Yousself El Sebai: 
camera, Wahid Farid; music, Andre 


Ryder. At San Sebastian Film Fest. Run- 
ning time, 140 MINS. 


_ What commences as a gay roman- 
tic comedy in a modern Cairo uni- 
versity setting, swings abruptly in- 
o an interminable flashback 
introducing a new set of characters 
and an entirely different film. 
Marriage between a young col- 
lege prof and co-ed fiancee is held 
up for two hours of screen time 
while a parental melodramatically 


-_ 


romantic menage is slowly ana- 
lyzed to determine whether the 
young couple are pre-announced 


brother and sister. In the lengthy 
recap, a brilliant author is torn be- 
tween the attraction for a beauti- 
ful Egyptian maid and an invalid 
wife. Tempest of dialogue ultim- 
ately clears up doubts and marital 
obstacles 


to a new generation re- 
moved. ; 
Safia Sarwat's early co-ed 
comedy performance pleases in 
this below-par entry. Werb. 





Smrt V Sedle 
__ (Death in the Saddle) 
(CZECHOSLOVAKIA-COLOR) 
San Sebastian, Aug. 4. 
< eskoslovenksy Film production 
(Prague). Stars Rudolf Jelinek, Jana Kasa- 
nova Lukavsby, E. Dubsky, 
. Directed by Jindrich Polak from 
ginal story and screenplay by Jiri Cirkl 
Jindrich Polak. Camera, Ludvik Milic. 
At Sen Sebastian Film Fest. Running time, 
85 MINS. 


co-stars 





Effect of Hollywood westerns on 
Czech stud farm jockeys is given 
a farce treatment during half of 
this film but mid-way in pic direc- 
tor Jindrich Polak changes style to 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 


Week Ended Tues. (11) 


N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1959 Net 
High Low *Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in 100s High Low Close for wk. 
23!— 185s ABC Vending. 144 2212 20! 20° —114 
307s 2 Am Br-Par Th 317 30 2578 8 2714 —21% 
88 6\'4 Ampex 359 8654 7334 79 - 53 4 
48 CBS 175 48 432 44 —l1‘3 
24 7 Col Pix 48 2258 211% 2114 — 58 
21 7's Decca 13 207s 19 1914 — 73 
9 >. Disney 77 4012 3734 38 —3 
97 7 Eastman Kdk 387 95 8512 9028 —558 
9 t EMI 335 7 678 678 = 6 
29%, 13!2 Glen Alden 808 278 247% 261% —I1's% 
37 7 Loew's Inc. 144 312 2958 30!e — 5% 
1714 10'S Loew's Thea. 130 1514 14): 14%4 — 2 
13!4 G74 Nat. Thea. 239 1314 12% 1234 — 58 
50x 44 Paramount 177 46°'s 42'2 44 215 
36°54 21 Philco 731 257s 23 2534 — 7 
151°, 9514 Polaroid 237 146 132 13514 —11 
71 431g RCA 758 6454 60'2 64 — 7% 
117s 5 Republic 74 1” 94 978 — 4 
147s 13'2 Rep., pfd. 6 14°, 14!2 l4!2 — % 
40 18 Stanley War.!291 38 4 33%8 35%8 —1% 
33 2 Storer 17 304 30's 30%s 
43 3 20th-Fox 205 39 37 3734 —1 
32 24°5 United Artists 107 3012 2858 29 —134 
29 27 Univ., Pix l 26%%4 2654 2634 — 3% 
84 72 Univ., pfd. 20 T7\2 75)2 7512 —l7s 
48 24 Warner Bros. 117 47'4 45 48°38 —l's 
136°4 92 Zenith 277 11658 9712 107 —9%8 
imerican Stock Exchange 
538 37. Allied Artists 31 4°83 453 458 — % 
1134 8! All'd Art., pfd. l 102 1012 1012 —% 
1219 7 Buckeye Corp. 17 Bl4 714 714 —!l 
7 2', Cinerama Inc. 284 5'4 454 454 —\% 
2973 15's Desilu Prods. ?42 185% 1712 172 — le 
97s 6 DuMont Lab. 223 758 658 7 — 2 
O34 f Filmways 22 6'2 614 6'4 - ly 
3 15g Guild Films 352 2'4 2's 214 Ls 
10'4 75s Nat'l Telefilm 103 97s 934 9%4 — \s 
10 5°. Skiatron 108 6'4 558 578 — 4 
973 6°4 Technicolor 125 714 624 67% ian oe 
Tis 4°38 Tele Indus 45 4\4 4°83 412 — 14 
22:2 4 Teleprompter 16 185s 161% 164 —234 
147s 7 Trans-Lux 6 114 11*s 11458 — os 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
American Corp. 17s 214 
CO I 8 8 bine cc cnceccisisnwemeeee 2'2 278 1g 
> eee errr 1's 138 
Dagma THEMWS ... 1. ccccsccccvesct*oes 173 21% — \s 
Metropolitan Broadcasting | isa per 7's 17'2 
OE TI nics oh ev we cnendd aces tn ees 1 3 —!] 
Sterling Tebevistem .. ....cesecsescoscesee 14 2 — ‘8 
eS eee 9 938 
* Week Ended Monday (10 
+ Actual Volume 
t Ex-dividend 
‘ourtesy of Me Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc.) 


rrill Lynch, 


Belling the Subscribers in Toronto 


Paramount Tollvision Testing Aims at 6,000 Home 
Hookups Via Telephone 


Fan 5; P s Canadian, 
tialls Paramount, 
closed a deal with Bell Telephone 
of Canada to use the latter's facil- 
ities in wiring approximately 6,000 
Toronto homes for home toll tele- 
of course, is 
owned en- 


par- 
has 


layer 


owned by 


yn. The 
International Telemeter, 
tirel) Par. 
Get-together 
company means a 
ward the actual introduction of 
Telemeter above the border. FPC 
execs have pencilled in a Jan. 1 
starting date for actual operations. 
However, sources at Par in New 
York think it might not come for 
two to three months beyond that 
time 
In any 


vis system, 


by 


with the ‘phone 
major step to- 


event FPC is moving, 
however slowly, with the new adap- 
tation of tv and its experience 
doubtless will have a major effect 
on the shape of show business to 
come 

If all works out all right, it’s fig- 
ured, the 6,000 homes can provide 
a small profit operation for FPC— 
or, at least, break-even income. As 
the audience expands so will the 
margin of profit. 





Film Enterprises Inc. has been 
authorized to conduct a motion 
pictures business in 
with capital stock of 200 shares, at 
no par value. Milton Brachfeld is 
a director and filing attorney. 


New York, | 





Broidy ‘Pioneer’ of ’59 


Steve Broidy, president of Allied 
Artists, has been named “pioneer 
of the year” by the Motion Picture 
Pioneers, per Ned Depinet, presi 
dent. 

He'll be saluted at the Waldorf- 
oe, 5. N. Y. on Nov. 21 


General Aniline 
Ups Net To $4.44 


General Aniline & Film Corp. 
had earnings of $3,545,000, or 
$4.44 per share, for the first six 
months of this year. It’s a gain of 
91° over last year’s profit of $1,- 
849,000 or $3.32 per share. 

Sales were listed at $76,724,000 
for the new period, against $67,- 
965,000 for the first half of last 
year. 

Corporation, 


operated under 


U. S. Government control, is up 
for grabs. Indications still point 
to the acquisition of the Ansco 
photographic division by Para- 
mount. 





Carol Douglas, “Miss Texas” in 
the recent Miss Universe contest, 
in which she was first runner-up, 
signed by Columbia Pictures. She 


‘was previously Carelgean Douglas. 


BLOCK 
NEEDS SERVICE 


An important but little known 
development of the blockbuster 
era has been the upgrading of the 
unit publicist, particularly the men 
who work on _ pictures filmed 
abroad. Previously, the film com 
pany assigned “stringers” or local 
people to handle the complicated 
job. The result usually was a batch 
of material which was of little val 
ue in the eventual selling of the 
picture and many times homeoffice 
and Coast staffers had to prepare 
1ew promotional aids after the pic- 
ture was completed. 

With each picture today costing 
many millions, the film companies 
apparently have come to the reali- 
zation that American specialists, 
with an intimate knowledge of the 
U.S. market are required to pro 
vide the detailed and complicated 
material that is required in the 
current competitive market. The 
policy now is to send American 
publicists abroad with pictures 
shooting in foreign countries. The 
extent to which the unit publicist 
has increased in prestige is noted 
by the fact that the film compa- 
nies, which heretofore ignored 
them, are holding press confer- 
ences for them and are sending 
them on the road to exploit the 
pictures on which they worked. 

Columbia, for example, exposed 
Mike Kaplan, who handled “Once 
More With Feeling” in Paris and 
Bob Yeager, who is handling “The 
Franz Liszt Story” in Vienna to 
the press last week. Not too long 
ago Metro did something similar 
with Morgan Hudgins, who worked 
on “Ben-Hur” in Rome 

At one time, the unit publicist’s 
job was completed when the pic- 
ture finished shooting. Now, it’s 
realized, that the unit man has the 
most thorough knowledge of the 
production and that his services 
can be utilized between the period 


of completion and release. Kaplan 
for example, started out over the 
weekend on a four-week 16-city 


tour on behalf of “Once More With 
Feeling.” He'll visit newspaper edi- 
tors in each city armed with a kit 
of material. If the local editor has 


|} any ideas for special stories, Kap- 


lan is prepared to write them on 
the spot. If the editor requires spe- 
cial art, Kaplan, knowing what ma- 
terial was prepared for the film 
can quickly arrange to meet the 
editor’s needs. 

Aprother aspect of the upgrading 
of the unit Man is his assignment 
to tne picture long before actual 
shocting begins. Kaplan started on 
“Once More” 14 weeks before the 
cameras rolled. As a result, he was 


able to contact the London and 
Continental press and make ar- 
{rangements for newsmen to visit 


the location during the actual pro- 
duction. This resulted in big space 
throughout Europe. 

For “Suddenly, Last Summer,” 
Sam Spiegel’s production now film- 
ing in London, unit man Harold 
Salemson toured the U.S. in ad- 
vance getting a line from editors 
on the type of material they 
wanted while the picture was in 
production. Halsey Rains, who ac- 
companied “Our Man In Havana” 
to Cuba and is now in London for 
the interior shooting, will also re- 
main with the pic after it is fin 
ished. 

The unit man’s job no longer re- 
quires him to file batches of daily 
copy, much of which has been 
found to be useless. He does, how- 
ever, prepare special stories. 
geared for certain publications and 
markets. Moreover, he serves as 
a sort of overall pub-ad manager on 
the production. He is occupied with 
obtaining the right stills, arranging 
tieups, thinking up promotional 
material, handling the visiting 
press, conceiving advertising an- 
gles, maintaining good relations 
with the local population, etc. 





Nathan Milco Enterprises Inc. 
has been authorized to conduct a 
motion picture and television busi- 
ness in New York. Directors are 
Nathan Milco plus Attorneys Don- 
ald E. Wilkes and Floryence E. 
Kennedy. 


RISE 'N’ SHINE 





BUSTER FRA Reeves’ Cinerama Goal: Plot 


Features Turned Out 2-a-Year; 


Five to Date Grossed $90-Mil 





Importers Group Starts 

Full program of activities is 
due to start after Aug. 22 
when the newly-formed Inde- 
pendent Film Importers & 
Distributors of America Inc. 
a three-man executive 
committee Group will be 
chosen from among the 19 
members of the board of di- 
rectors 

Trio will appoint seven 
committees to be active in the 
following areas: Membership, 
censorship, public relations 
and publicity, legislation and 
taxes, trade practices, foreign 
affairs and festivals. 


Dick Patterson 
Par’s London Eye 


Hollywood, Aug 

Paramount has signed Dick Pat 
terson managing director -of 
Paramount British to replace Larry 
Bachman, who has assumed sim- 
ilar post with Metro in London 

Patterson, head of the William 
Morris Agency's literary depart- 
ment in BevHills for the past year 
and a half, takes up his new duties 
in London Sept. 2 

As head of Paramount's London 


elects 








as 


office, Patterson will keep studip 
aware of all new properties. and 
talent in England and parts of the 


European continent which he also 
will supervise. His primary task 
will be to help make Paramount a 
competitor for novels, plays, 
original stories, actors, directors 
and producers for use in Para- 
mount productions filmed both 
abroad and in Hollywood. Exec ad- 
ditionally will co-ordinate produc- 
tion Paramount pix filmed in 
England 


top 


of 


50 SCRIBES RATE AS 
METRO LITERARY LIONS 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
With 50 writers working on pic- 
tures in preparation, before the 
cameras or in_ post-production 
stages, Metro is operating at a 
five-year peak in scripting assign- 
ments. Of the total, 31 writers 


are working on productions now 
being readied for filming during 
the rest of 1959 and 1960 


Writers assigned are 


James Lee, “The Adventures of 


Huckleberry Finn”; Valentine 
Davies Bachelor in Paradise’; 
Betty Comden and Adolph Green, 
“Bells Are Ringing”; Charles 
Kaufman, “Bridge To the Sun”; 
Charles Schnee, “Butterfield 8"; 
Don Mankiewicz, “Chautauqua”; 


Schulman, “Cimarron”; 
Berkeley, “County Fair”; 
Wells, “The Elsie Janis 
Robert Thom, “Ever For 
Other” Robert Ardrey, 
Horsemen of the Apo- 


Arnold 
Martin 
George 
Story”; 
Each 
“Four 
calypse.’ 

Additionally, Edmund Hart- 
mann, “Frogs of Spring”; Ranald 
MacDougall, “Go Naked in the 
World”: Karl Tunberg, “I Thank 
a Fool”: Sidney Michaels, “Key 
Witness”; Robert Anderson, “Lady 
L”; Burt Styler and Al Lewin, 
“One False Step”; John Bradford, 
“The P-X Girl”; Robert Smith, 
“Platinum High School.” 

Also assigned are Fred Gipson, 
“Recollection Creek”; Alfred Bren- 
ner and Charles Calitri, - “The 
Secret Classroom”; Ben Maddow, 
“Spinster”; Robert Thom, “The 
Subterraneans”; Lewis Meltzer, 
“This Rebel Generation’; Fred 
Gipson, “The Travels of Jamie 
McPheeters”; George Wells, 
“Where The Boys Are’; Millard 
Kaufman, “A Voice at the Back 
Door.” 


+ 


| a 


The greenlight was flashed last 
week for Cinerama Inc., heretofore 
exclusively a licensing and engi- 
neering firm, to embark on a pro- 
duction and distribution program. 
By an overwhelming majority, the 
stockholders of the company, at 
special meeting held Thursday 
6) at the offices of Reeves Sound- 
craft Corp., which owns 17% of 
Cinerama Inc., approved various 
management-proposed resolutions 
which will result in the company’s 
receiving up to $12,000,000 in 
backing from the Prudential In- 
surance Co. and Robin Interna- 
tional Corp. 

As envisioned by Hazard Reeves, 
president of the company, Cine- 
rama Ine. plans to produce two 
story-line films annually, utilizing 
top creative talent and perform- 


|ers, and hopes to operate between 


| clared 


40 to 100 Cinerama theatres 
world wide. The company will 
also license other producers or 


companies who wish to make 
Cinerama pix. ° 
In reviewing the complicated 


history of the three-strip process, 
Reeves told the shareholders that 
the five pictures produced in the 
medium had grossed more than 
$90,000,000 over a five-year period. 
In reply to a stockholder’s query, 
Reeves, taking a “wild guess,” sa‘d 
this gross would have meant “‘con- 
servatively” an $18,000,000 prefit 
for Cinerama Inc. if the company 
had not been encumbered by ties 
with Stanley Warner Corp. and 
Cinerama Productions Corp. 
Reisini’s Point 

Nicolas Reisini, board chalr- 
man of Cinerama Inc. and whose 
Robin International Corp. has cer- 
tain foreign exhibition rights to 
the films controlled by Stanley 
Warner, pointed out that the six 
foreign theatres he operates had 
grossed $12,990,236, after amuse- 
ment taxes, from 1954 until July, 
1959 

Noting that Cinerama has a tre- 
mendous potential other than in 
presenting travelogs, Reeves de- 
that the company is now 
evaluating a number of production 
deals and would be able to an- 
nounce these arrangements short- 
lv. He also told the shareholders 
that the company would make 
four-wall deals for theatres or 
make deals with theatres on 
“terms that are economically logi- 
cal.” 

Approval Given 

Specifically, the stockholders au- 
thorized the company to create 
liens in favor of the Prudential In- 
surance Co. in connection with the 
loan, the liens being first ones 
prior to rights of the stockholders: 
to create two wholly-owned subsid- 
iaries for the new operation, and 
to increase the capitalization of 
the corporation from $35,000 con- 
sisting of 3,500,000 shares of com- 
mon stock to $60,000 consisting of 
6,000,000 shares, one cent par 
value 

The stockholders also approved 
stock options to purchase 50,000 
shares at $4.73 per share for cer- 
tain key executives. Elected to 
the board of directors were Reeves, 
Wentworth D. Fling, L. Byron 
Cherry, John H. Hartley, Reisini, 
Bernard Goodman and Marshall 


A. Jacobs 
In discussing the potential of 
Cinerama, Reeves voiced disap- 


pointment with SW's handling of 
the operation. He felt that SW’s 
failure to produce more pictures 
to support the smaller population 
centers had hurt. the economic 
structure of the medium. Reisini 
indicated that SW had originally 
underestimated the value of the 
foreign market. In order to ob- 
tain the foreign rights, he noted, 
he had to give SW a $500,000 guar- 
antee that he would open three 
theatres in six months. Actually, 
he was able to open the houses 
in three months. When SW saw 
the success of the foreign opera- 
tion, Reisini added, the theatre 
(Continued on page 10) 
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L.A. Rosy; ‘Circus’ Bright $30,000, 
‘Scapegoat’ Wham 116, ‘For Me Fat 
226, ‘Hercules’ 186, ‘North’ 196, 3d 


I Angeles, Aug. 11. ¢ 

Local first-runs continue rosy 
this week, being sparked by a cou- 
ple of new saturation bookings and 
healthy strength by most holdovers 





Los 


Key City Grosses 





“Big Circus” is pacing multiple Estimated Total Gross 
runs with a hefty take in three This Week $2,775,400 
theatres. Sleeper of week is “The (Based on 23 cities and 238 


soaring towards boffo 





Scapegoat “gg aes sie hg 
$11,000 or over at bandbox Fou: theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
Star cluding N. Y.) 
Star ; as sid 

‘Sav One for Me,” in first gen- Last Year pind $2,575,900 
eral release, is booked for 18 (Based on 23 cities and 246 
houses in this area It will hit a} ~ theatres.) 








perky $22,0( i0 or close in four first- | 





runs here. “Hercules,” in second | 16 
week of a mass booking, has sagged 
te about half opening round’s North’ noma 
strength but still good at $3 vai 
in two houses here 

Holdovers and hard-tickets ia 
paced by Porgy and Bess” and Ops V. 
“South Seas Adventure,” B en 
heading for neal ly capacity. “North Washington, Au 11 
by Northwest” is great $19.000 in! Bort standout on I Po 
third Egyptian session. Anatomy | stem here this round is “North by 
of a Murder” is rated fine in fifth | Northwest,” shaping for stent 
week at Warne! Beverly. opener at Palace. Other initialers 

Estimates for This Week |also look strong. “Darby O’Gill” 


Downtown Paramount, Hollywood | and Little People” is heading for 








(ABPT-FWC-SW) (3,300; 756; 90-|a lofty figure at Keith's. “Nun’s 
$1.50) — “Hercules” ‘WB) and| | Story” remains tall in third frame 
“Island of Lost Women” (WB) (2d/ at two houses. “Anatomy of Mur- 
wk). Good $18,000. Last week, $46,-| der” at Trans-Lux shows little 
800 | Slack in fifth week. 
ag New a or eae Estimates for This Week 
(2.404: 765; 90-$1.50) — “Angry e : iow 
Hills” (M-G) and “Beat Genera- 11,490; 1,000. oem, pag ened 
’ (M-G) (2d wk). Drab $6,000 ion ee ee aoe 
tion a. veek, $10,300. | Story” (WB) (3d wk). Great $19,000 
ol oa? Tris, Uptown, Loy: | or over. Last week, $25.000. 
ola (FWC) (2.017: 825: 715. "1.298: | Capitol (Loew) (3.426; 90-$1.49) 
90-$1.50)—""Sav One fer Me” (20th) | “Last Train From Gun _ Hill” 
(Ist gen. release) and “Miracle of (Par) (2d wk). Good $11,000 after 
Hills” (20th). Perky $22,000 or near. | $18,000 opener. 


Columbia (Loew) (904: 90-$1.25 
—"Have Rocket, Will Travel” (Col) 
and “Dragstrip Girl” ‘Ali, $6,700. | and “Legend of Tom Dooley” (Col) 
Last week, L.A. with Iris. “Sleep- | (2d wk). Mild $6,000. Last week. 
ing Beauty” (BV) and “Wild and | $11,000. 
Innocent” (U) (2d wk), $8,800. Last Keith’s (RKO) 





Last week. Uptown with Hillstreet, 
Hawaii, “Reform School Girl” (AI) 


(1,850; 90-$1.49)— 


week, Loyola, “South — “Darby O’Gill” (BV). Tall $15,000 

(20th) (6th wk-5 days), $6,600 Last week, “Horse Soldiers’ (UA 
Hillstreet ‘Metropclitan) (2,752: (6th wk), $8,000. 

90-$1.50) “10 Commandments” |  wigearthur (K-B) (900: $1.10)— 

(Par). Fairish $3300, .gg)|“Up the Creek” (Rank). Nifty 
Downtown, Hawaii (SW-G&S) | ¢5 009 Last week, “Room at Top” 


(Continued on page 10) 


(Cont) (4th wk), $4,000 on sub-run. 
Ontario (K-B) (1.240; 90-$1.49)— 

“Five Pennies” (Par) ‘5th wk). 

| Strong $5,800. Last week, $6,200. 
Palace (Loew) (2,390; 90-$1.25)— 





Rain Bops Balto Biz 


. + J . 

But ‘Pennies Big 116; |‘“North By Northwest” (M-G) 
: ; —— $40,000. Last week, “This 
Earth Is Mine” ‘ ) vk) 
Murder’ 12G, ‘Hole’ 6G) Farts ,2s Mine” 20tn) 3a we, 
Baltimore, Aug. 11. Plaza (T-L) (276; 90-$1.49)— 
Rainy weekend weather _ is| “Lady Chatterley’s Lover” (Kings). 
blamed for slower boxoffice tak-| Boff $9,000. Lasi week, “Love Is 
ings, and absence of standout new| Profession” (Kings) (10th wk), 

roduct won't help. Still in the | $3,200. 
ead is “Anatomy of a Murder,”| Town (Indie) (600; 70-95)— 
nice in third.week at the Town.| “Beat Generation” (M-G). Fine 


| $5,000. Last week, “Mummy” (U) 
and “Curse of Undead” ‘U), $5,200. 
| Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; $1-$2)— 


“Hole in Head” is okay in fourth 
at the Town while “Room at Top” 
still is good in 15th session at the 


Playhouse _ |“Anatomy of Murder” (Col) (5th 
New films include “Son of Robin | wk). Sock $14,000. Last week. 
Hood,” slow at Hipp; “Five Pen- | $15,500. 
nies,’ rated warm at the New and| Uptown (SW) (1,100: 65-$1)— 
“Legend of Tom Dooley,” slow at! “Diary of Anne Frank” (20th). Fair 
Century. “Lady Chatterley’s| $4500 in first popular-price run 
Lover” is slowing down in fifth) Last week, “Big Circus” (AA) (5th 
round at Cinema where reception’ wk), $4,000. 
hasn't measured up to hopes. | Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,308; 
Estimates for This Week | $1.20-$2.75)—“‘South Seas Adven- 
Century (R-F) (3,200; 50-$1.25)— | ture” (Cinerama) (33d wk). Nice 


(Col) and 
Bad $3,000. | 
(Indie) (2d | 


ss ‘Leg send of Tom Dooley” 
‘30 Foot Bride” (Col) 
Last week. “Room 43” 


$13,000. Last week, $12,500. 
Playhouse (T-* ) (458; $1-$1.80)— 
“Middle of Night” (Col) (6th wk). 


wk), $6,000 Good $4,000. La: ee 
Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 90-' —— . _ ~ oa —= — 
$1.50\—"‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover” 
(Kings) (5th wk). Oke $3,800 after 
$4.000 in previous week. 
Five West ‘Schwaber) (460; 90- 
$1.50) — “Three Strange Loves” 
(Janus) (2d wk). Slow $1,800 after | 
2.500 in first. 
Hippedrome (R-F) (2,300; 50-| rain 
$125' — “Son of Robin Hood” 
(20th). Okav $8000. Last week, | Cincinnati, Aug. 11. 
“Darby o'Gin wa) ae se sso, Film biz remains sturdy here at 
meee t ae = m “$6,000. | this stage of dog days. “North by 
- Fone ae ae poy Northwest,” shaping boff at the 
$1,200. eek, 4, Mobster | flagship Albee, is the first-run top- 
Mavfair R-F) (900: 50-$1.25) | per. “Last Train From Gun Hill,” 
ial aan Woratin Weenie, a un Hill” Seong new bill at the Palace, looms okay. 
(3d wk). Mild $3 3.300 after $5,000 Strong holdovers are ‘“‘Nun’s Story,” 
gh aa ’ ’ , | in — and final downtown 
ceCene. : z s | week, and “Anatomy of Murder,” 
; dé 0 ° a. ‘ > , 
“aa Pennies" (Par). Smash | potent in third week at Keith's. 
$11.000 Last a ‘Nun’s Story” ‘Private’s Affair” bids for mild 
(WB) (Sth wk). $6000. “second ee at suburban Valley. 
Playt FE soa set i ’ ard-ticket “South Seas Adven- 
$15 ry - “Snoom at “Top” (Cont ture” continues hotsy in 41st frame. 
(15t ¢ Good $3,690 after $3.700 Estimates for This Week 
in 14th frame. - Albee (RKO) (3,100; 96-$1.50)— 
J er ade a4 Fag 4 ~~ ouenes ae al (M-G). Boff 
natomy o urder A) & ‘ . Stays on. Last week, 
- Rousing $12,000 after $19,000 Pony Soldiers” (UA) (2d wk), 
n second frame. ; at 90-$1.25 scale. 
a = ay Sg Pe ze yy (SW-Cinerama) (1,376; 
ole in eac ( ' (4th wk) 20-$2.65)—"‘South Seas Adven- 
Neat $6,000 after $7,000 in third.’ ture’ (Cinerama) (41st wk). Strong 


Pacific’ Proud $15,000, 
St. L.; ‘Hercules’ Big 206, 
‘North’ 126, ‘Hole’ 106 


St. Louis, Aug. 11. 

Taking the spotlight this frame 
here is the Ambassador, which re- 
|} opened last Friday (7) after being 
| shuttered several months, with 
“South Pacific.” It looks great in 
view of previous long run at Pag- 
eant. 





Continuing mighty on holdover 
jare “Hercules in second stanza 
j at the Fox, “North by Northwest” 
IM third at Loew's, “Anatomy of a 
Murder,” also in third at the St. 
; Louis and Hole in Head” in 
| fourth session at Orpheum. “Sleep- | ¢ 


ing Beauty” is neat in ninth week 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador Arthur) (2,970; 90- | 
‘South Pacific’ (20th) 
$15,000. Last week, shut- 
“Pacific” previously had a 
run at Pageant 
Apollo Art ‘Grace 700; 
$1.25 “Girls of Night” (Indie 
and “Raising Riot’ (Indie) Okay 
$3,000. Last week, “Orders tu Kill” 
Indie), $3,200 
Fox (‘Arthut 5.000: 60-90) 
Hercules WB 2d wk). Great 
” \esoooo Last week, $25,000 
Loew's ‘Loew) (3.600: 60-90)— 
“North | Northwest” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Smash $12,000. Last week, 
$17,000 
Orpheum ‘Loew) (1.900 
“Hole in Head” (UA 
Giant $10,000 or near 
$12,000 


60-90)— 
4th wk) 
Last week, 


(1.000: 
Beauty” 
$7,000 or near. 


50- 
(BV) 
Last 


Arthur) 
“Sleeping 
(9th wk). Neat 
week, $7.500 

St. Louis 
— ‘Anatomy 
wk sig $19 

000 

Shady Oak 
—‘Gigi’ (M-G) 
at $2.300. Last 


Arthur (3.800: 60-90) 
of Murder” (Col) (3d 
000. Last week, $17,- 


Arthur) (760; 60-90) 
(17th wk). Still big 
week, $2,500. 


‘North’ Great 206, 
Buffalo Leader 


Buffalo, Aug. 11 


First-run trade is spotty current- 
ly, with some of holdovers not so 
strong. “North By Northwest” is 


leader of new entrants with smash 
takings at the Buffalo. ‘Hole in 


Head” still is big in fourth round 
at the Teck while “Don’t Give Up 
Ship” is sturdy in second at Para- 
mount. In fifth round, “Anatomy 
of a Murder” is satisfactory at 
Century 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo ‘Loew) (3,500: 70-$1.25 
“North by Northwest” (M-G 
Smash $20,000 or close. Last week 
“Beat Generation” (M-G), and “Big 
Operator” (M-G), $8,200 
Center ‘ABPT) (3,000; 70-$1) 
“Nun's Story” (WB) (5th wk). Okay 
$7.000. Last week, $9.000 
Century ‘UATC) (2,750: 
— ‘Anatomy of Murder” 
wk Satisfactory $8,500 
Last week, $10,000 
Lafayette (Basil 
Big Circus” ‘(AA 
Trail” (AA) (3d wk 
Last week, $7.500 
Paramount (AB-PT 
“Don't Give Up 
“Gunsmoke in Tucson 
wk Sturdy $11,000 
week, $17.000 
Teck ‘Loew 1,200 
“Hole In Head” (UA) (4th 
$7.000. Last week. $8.500 
Cinema (‘Mariina) (450 
“Lady Chatterley’s Lover” 
(2d wk). Fine $2,600 Last 
‘$3,200 


70-$1.25 
Col) (5th 
or close 


(3,000: 60-$1)— 
and “Rawhide 
OK $6.000 


3.000: 70- 
Ship” ‘Par 
” (Par) 


Last 


70-$1.25)— 
Big 


WK 


70-$1 
Indie 
week 


‘North’ Mighty $18,000 Pacing Cincy; 


, 90. Seas 18G, 41st 


$18,000 after last week's $21,000 
for a near peak of run with extra 
shows. 

Grand ‘RKO) (1.400: 90-$1.50)— 
“Nun’s Story” (WB) (m.o.) (3d wk). 


Sturdy $6,500 finale 

downtown run. 
Keith’s (Shor 

“Anatomy of 


of seven-week 
Last week, $7,000. 
(1,500; 9U0-$1.25)— 
Murder” (Col) (3d 
wk). Potent $9,000. Holds for 
fourth. Last week, $12.700, and 
$13,000 for second day-date week at 
Shor’s Twin Drive-In 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.25)— 
“Last Train From Gun Hill” (Par). 


Fairly okay $9,000, warranting a 
holdover. Last week, “Hercules” 
(WB) (3d wk), $7,500. 

Valley (Wiethe) (1,200; $1-$1.50) 
—"Private’s Affair” (20th) (2d wk). 
Mild $4,500. Last week, “It Started 
With a Kiss” (M-G) follows. House 
resuines hard-ticket policy Oct. 1 
with “Porgy and Bess” (Col), 





90- | 


(UA) (3d wk), 


‘Murder’ Wow $12,000, K.C.; Darby’ 
Boft 166, Hercules Big 146, ‘Hole’ 76 


Kansas City, Aug. 11. 
, Hefty lineup of new big films is 
drawing socko money generally 
here this round “Darby O’Gill and 
Little People” is great at Uptown, 
“Hercules” at Paramount shapes 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


v ” socko, “Anatomy of a Murder” at 
eo on 21 tl = Roxy looks wow “Middle of 
Last Ye ae ll sar 88 700 Night” at the Plaza is rated fancy. 

ast Year $538,7 “Diary of Anne Frank” at the Mis- 


(Based on 22 theatres) 


Pennies Hep 166, 
Philly; ‘Hole’ 226 


souri is fairly sturdy. All are hold- 
ing. “Hole in Head” at Midland is 
brisk in fourth week. Weather was 
particularly hot early in week, but 
was more temperate over for the 
weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capri ‘Durwood) 628: $1.50- 
$2.25-$2.50) “South Pacific” 
Magna) (20th wk). Steady $6,000. 
Last week, $6,500 








Philadel] Aug. 11 


ip hia, 


Many strong holdovers and fa- | Crest, A aennpaed Forage sal 
vorable theatre-going weather had Wealth) (900 eo ea . ~—<are 
midtown first-runs here jumping rently on 50 th” (PI ast —_ 
over the weekend for a very strong Date with Death” : and uce~ 
session. “Five Pennies” is the top OWS Sun Demon’ PI), firstruns 
newcomer with a big take at the With “Woman Obsessed” (20th) 2d 
Arcadia. “Day of Outlaw” is rated run modest $7,500. 
only fair at the Fox opening round Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 90-$1.25) 

“Hole in Head” shapes standout “Love Is Profession’ ‘Kings) 
holdover, with great fourth session (8th wk). Oke $1,200. Last week, 
at Goldman. “Anatomy of a Mur- same 
der” is rated sensational in second Isis, Fairway (Fox Midwest) (1. 
stanza at Randolph “Last | Train 360: 700: 75-90—Currently sub- 
From Gun Hill” looks brisk in ins. Last week, “Rebel Set” (AA) 
third round at Stanton. ind “Speed Crazy” SA). 86-80 

Estimates for This Week $5,500 

Arcadia (S&S) (536: 99-$1.80)- Midland (Loew) (3.500; 90-$1.25) 
“Five Pennies” ‘Par). Big $16,000 —‘Hole in Head” ‘UA) (4th wk), 
Last week. “Say One for Me Bright $7.000. Last week, $8.500. 
(20th) (5th wk), $5,500 Missouri (RKO) (2.585; 75-$1)— 

, SW-Cinerama) (1.430: “Diary of Anne Frank” (20th). 
Patt Am “South aoas Adven- Sturdy $9,500; holds. Last week, 
ture’ (Cinerama) (25th wk). Hep “Shake Hands With Devil” ‘UA) 
$7,700. Last week, $8,000 a Invaders” (UA), 

, >] 9 95 6). 0 

ol FG * rane Baty ng Paramount (UP) (1.900: 75-$1)— 
—‘Day of Cutlaw ! air $ - oiataa Ce eas < 
000. Last week. “Return of Fly” “Hercules” W B). Great : $14,000 
(20th) and “Alligator People” ae Magy ~ in — ae —_ 
= 45 ae week, “Five ennies” ‘Par 2¢ 
20th), $13,000 wk), $4,500 in 5 days 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.000; 99- — pjaza (Fox Midwest) (1.900; 75- 
$1.49)—"Hole in Head” \UA) (4th §1)_«“Middle of Night” (Col). 
wk). Great $22,000. Last week, Fancy $8,000: stays. Last week, 
$24,000 Private’s Affair” (20th) (2d wk), 

Midtown Goldman) 1,000: $5.000 
$1.10-$1.80) — “John Paul Jones Rockhill (‘Little Art Theatres) 
(WB) (3d wk). Dull $5,500. Last (750; 65-90)—"Modern Times” ‘In- 
week, $7,000. die). Light $1,000. Last week. “Bal- 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,250; 94- I _of Romeo and Juliet” (Indie), 
$1.80) — “Anatomy of Murder” $1,500. 
Col) (2d wk). Sensational $30,000 Roxy ‘Durwood) (850; $1-$1 50)— 
Last week, $32,000. ‘Anatomy of Murder” (Col). Sock 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.80)— $12,000; holding. Last week, “Say 
“Holiday for Lovers” (20th) (2d pets 500 or me (e0th t wk), 

<). Slow $7,500. Last week, $12,- | ??2U¥- - 
= low $7,5¢ ee me Uptown (‘Fox Midwest) (2.043: 

: . 75-$1)\—"‘Darby O’Gill” (BV) Great 

S (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.40)— ; 5 lide 
“pact Train from Gun Hite Pat eaten ‘ant (ad — oe “= 
(3d wk). Brisk $10,000. Last week ies : 1k 





$13,000. 


Studio (Goldberg) (483; 94-$1.80 


‘Story’ Giant 176 In 


—‘Room at Top” (Cont) (6th wk). 
Bangup $6,000. Last week, $6,500 mn ’ . 
Trans-Lux \T-L) (500; 99-81 80 Torento; Circus’ Brisk 
— “Middle of Night” (Col) (5th 
wk). Steady $5,200. Last week, 6 ¢ 1 . ‘H , ¢ 
wk 9G in 10; ‘Hole’ 23 
Viking (Sley) (1,000: 75-$1.80) Toronto, Aug. Ry 
“Cry Tough” UA Weak $4,000 With “Hole in Head” and “Nun’s 
Last week, “Darby O’Gill” (BV) Story” doing turnaway nightly biz 
3d wk), $8,000. to lead the newcomers, other big 
World (Pathe) (499; 99-$1.49\— new entry is “Say One for Me.” 
“Lady Chatterley’s Lover” (Indie) fancy at Imperial. “A Private’s Af- 
$6.500 fair’ is rated fair. Lusty on 10- 
3d wk). Slick $4,500. Last week, liouse combo is “The Big Circus.” 
——_— plus “The Royal River,” a three- 
= & reeler in color, which deals with 
‘Hercules’ Socko 35G, Queen Elizabeth’s and President 
Bae: (ale 7190 9 Eisenhower's official opening of 
Denver; North 13G, 2d the St. Lawrence Seaway 


Denver, Aug. 11 “The 39 Steps” is still in third 


“Hercules” shapes standout here a coe “This Earth is Mine” in 
this round with a whopping take anhen. tan 0 cary ee ag 
«wt Paramount. “Five Pennies” “Room at the Top.” wow in llth 
{also is strong at Denham on first stanza at 695-seat Towne 
frame. “Anatomy of a Murder” . Estimates for This Week 
looms lusty in second Denver ses-| Cafltom (Rank) (2,518; 75-$1.25) 
sion while “North by Northwest” — Holiday for Lovers” (20th) (2d 
is rated big in second at Orpheum ja . Light $7,000. Last week, 
“John Paul Jones” is only good at $10,000. 

Centre. ia nei Downtown, Glendale, 
r ‘ . ingsway, Midtown, Oakwood, Od- 
Estimates for This Week eon, Prince of Wales, Scarboro, 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,324) (90-$1.80)— State (Taylor) (1,338: 1.059: 995: 
“South Pacific” (20th) (8th wk). 697; 1,089: 1,393: 752: 1200: 684. 
Good $3,600. Last week, $3,500. 694- 50-75)—"Big Circus’ (AA ’: 


Centre (Fox) (1,270) ($1-$1.45)— Great $65,000. Last week, “‘Tarzan’s 


“John Paul Jones” (WB). Good Greatest Adventure” (Par) $39,000. 
$8,000. Last week, “Diary Anne Eglinton, Palace, Runnymede, 
Frank” (20th), $10,000. University | (FP) (1,080; 1,485; 1,385; 
Denham (Indie) (1,584) (75-$1.25) 1,556; 50-$1)—"A Private’s Affair” 
— “Five Pennies” (Par). Strong 20th) and “Royal River” (20th). 
$11,000 or close. Last week, “Last saad $11,000. Last week. “Don't 
Train Gun Hill” (Par) (3d wk), G've Up Ship” (Par) (2d wk), 
$5,200. $10.000. 
Denver (Fox) (2,432) ($75-$1.25) _ Hollywood (FP) (1.080: $1-$1.25) 
— “Anatomy of a Murder” (Col) un’s Story” (WB). Wow $17,- 
9 5 vsti 000 Last week, “Diary Anne 
(2d wk). Lusty $14,000. Last week, Prank” (20th) (7th w 5 
$15,000. an. 2 7 wk), $7.000. 
_Hyland (Rank) (1,037: $1)—“39 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,690) ($1- Steps” (Rank) (3d wk). Big $8,000 
$1.25) — “North By Northwest” Last week, $8,500. , ‘ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Big — $13,000 or Imperial (FP) (3.343: $1-$1.25)— 
near. Last week, $17,500 _Say One for Me” (20th). Fancy 
Paramourt (Indie) (2,100) (90- $18,000. Last week, “Five Pennies” 
$1.25) — “Hercules” (WB). Wow | ‘Par) (5th wk), $7,000. 
$35,000. Last week, “Hole in Head” International (Tavlor) (557: $1)— 


$10,500. 


(Continued on page 10) 





Wednesday, August 12, 1959 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES + 





DET. MAINTAINS BOFF B.0. 





Chi Still Strong; ‘Lovers’ Hotsy 226, 
Times Fancy 116, ‘Circus’ Loud 24¢, 
‘North’ 27G, 6th, ‘Murder’ Same in 5 


Chicago, Aug. 11 
Flashy 


+ 





shy holdovers are mainly re- 
sponsible for the continuing the | ‘Hole’ Hefty $13, 000, 


brignt first-run hue this session, 
despite weekend competition from 
a parade and an outdoor art fair 
that’s been 


velt’s “Holiday for Levers” preem 
shapes hefty at $22,000. Reissued 
“Modern Times’ expects fairly 


good $11,000 at Todd's Cinestage 


on initial round 
“Big Circus” is 
State-Lake second 
“Anatomy of a Murder” 
in fifth Woods stanza. 
Sixth week of “North by North- 
west” is wham at the United Art- 
ists. “Nun’s Story” 
ditto sesh at the Chicago. “Diary 
of Anne Frank,” continuous at the 
Surf, is rated fast in fourth round. 
Carnegie’s ‘Room at Top” looks 
great in fifth lap. “Five Pennies” 
looms nice in sixth Esquire week. 


rated hep in 
session while 
looms boft 


“Darby O'Gil l” is rated good for 
same Garrick term Oriental’s 
“Hole in Head” shapes brisk in 
eighth frame. “Gigi continues 
solid in 24th week at the Loop. 

Of the hard-ticket pix, “Porgy 
and Bess” is sock in third lap at 
McVickers, and “South Seas Ad- 
venture” is splendid in 46th round 
at Palace 


Estimates for This Week 


Carnegie ‘Telem't) (485; $1.50:— 
“Room At Top” (Cont) (5th wk). 
Sockeroo $4,700. Last week, $5,700. 

Chicago ‘B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.80) 
—‘“Nun’s Story” (WB) (6th wk). 
Fine $23,001 Last week, $25,000. 

Esquire H&E Balaban) (1,350; 
$1.25-$1.80 Five Pennies” (Par) 
6th wk). Nice $9,700. Last week, 
$10,500 

Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Darby O’Gill” (BY) (6th wk). 
Fine $9,500..-Last week, $9,000 

Loop ‘Telem't) (606; 90-$1.80) — 
“Gigi” M-G) (24th wk Fancy 
$11,700. Last week, $11,000 

McVickers (JL&S) (1,305; $1.80- 
$3.50)\—“Porgy and Bess” (Col) (3 
wk Solid $ 28.000. Last week, $28,- 
500 

Monroe (Jovan) (1,000; 65-90) — 
“Rape of Malaya” (Rank) and 
“Beasts Marseilles” (Rank). Good 
$6,500. Last week “Born Reckless” 
(WB) and “Dangerous Youth” 
(WB). $4,800 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 90-$1.80 
—‘“Hole in Head” (UA) (8th wk). 
Fine $20,000. Last week, $22.500 

Palace SW-Cinerama) (1,434; 
$1.25-$3.40 South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (46th wk). Fancy 
$23,000. Last week, $24,000 

Roosevelt B&K) (1,400; 90- 
$1.80 “Holiday for Lovers” 
20th Rosy $22,000. Last week, 


(Continued on page 10) 


Circus Bangup 0G 
Prov.; Hole’ 106 


Providence, Aug 
Heavy rains Sunday a acglind 
out the usually scheduled treks to 
the seashore and other 
areas to give first-run cinemas an 
unexpected shot in the arm. State 
in third week of “Hole in Head” is 





well publicized. Roose- | 


shapes trim in, 


resort | 


| first-runs this week, 


L’ville; ‘Story’ 10G, 2d 
Louisville, Aug. .11. 

Extremely hot spell through 
which town has suffered for some- 
time, was broken over the week- 
end, and biz at first runs spurted. 
“Hole In Head” at United Artists 
is socko as is h.o. of “Nun's Story” 
at the Mary Anderson. “Diary of 
Anne Frank” looms nice at the 
Brown. The Kentucky currently 
winding up a 15-week run with 
“Imitation of Life,” a record for 
house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
60-90)\—"““Diary of Anne Frank” 
(20th). Likely nice $7,000. Last 
week, “Love Is Profession” (Kings 
(6th wk!, $4,000 

Kentucky Switow) (900; 75- 
$1.25)\—“Imitation of Life” (U 
(15th wk). Windup of record run 
for this house, okay $4,500 after 
14th week's $4,000. ‘ 

Mary Pot ence (People’s) (1,- 
000; 75-$1)—‘“Nun’s Story” (WB) 
(2d wk). Great $10,000 after first 
week's $14,500, over expectations 

Rialto ‘Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 60- 
90\—“Big Circus” (AA) (2d wk) 
Mild $6,500 after opening week's 
$12,500, over hopes. 

United Artists (UA) (3,000; 75- 
$1.25)\—“Hole In Head” (UA). Sock 
$13,000 or over. Last week, 

‘Anatomy of a Murd: er” (Col) (4th 
wk, $7,000. 


Indpls. Up; ‘North’ Sock 
$12,000, ‘Beauty’ Fair 86, 
‘Murder’ Rugged 106, 2d 


Indianapolis, Aug. 11. 
Business is generally on the up- 
beat at first-runs here this stanza. 
“North by Northwest” looks boffo 
at Loew's to lead city. 
“Anatomy of a Murder” 
in second Keith's week. “Legend 
of Tom Dooley” looms only good 
at the Indiana. “Sleeping Beauty” 
at Circle is fair on return date. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill- Dolle) (2,800; 70- 
90'\—"‘Sleeping Beauty” (BV). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, “Big Circus” 
(AA) (2d wk), $6,000. 
Indiana (C-D) (3.200; 
“Legend of Tom Dooley” 
“30-Foot Bride” (Col). Good $9,000 
Last week, “The Mummy” (U) and 
“Curse of the Undead” (U) (2d 
wk) $10,000 
Keith’s (CD) (1,300; 90-$1.25)— 
“anatomy of a Murder” (Col). 
Socko $10,000. Last week, $13,500. 
Loew's (Loew) (2,427; 90-$1.25)— 





is smash 


“North by Northwest” (M-G). Boff 
$12,000 Last week, “Hole in 
Head” (UA) (2d wk 998,500 








‘AFFAIR’ HOT $9,000, 
OMAHA; ‘HOLE’ 66, 2D 


Omaha, Aug. 11 


Only new entry at the downtown 
“Private’s Af- 


still the leader with smash takings. | fzir’ Orpheum looms big. Second 
Strand's doing very nicely wih) stanzas of “Hole in Head” at the 
“Big Circus” in first round. Majes- Omaha and “Ask Any Girl” at the 
tic’s “The Nun's Story” is oke in| State are both softening although 
fourth while “Last Train From | “Hole” still is okay. Remarkable 
Gun Hill” shapes fair in second at hard-ticket “South Pacific” re- 
Albee. , mains bangup in 42d session at the 
Estimates for This Week Cooper 
Albee ‘RKO 2.200; 65-80) — : : , 
“Last Train From Gun Hill” (Par) re -~ ogee 
and “Lost Missile’ (UA) (2d wk). Cooper (Cooper) | 708; $1.50- 
Fair $4,500. First was below ex- $2 20)—“South Pacific (Magna 
pectations at $6,000 (42d wk). Socko $7,200 or close 
Majestic (SW) (2.200; 65-80) — | Last week, $7,000. alee 
“Nun’s Story’ (WB) (4th wk). Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 75- 
Happy enough $4,000. Third, $5,- $1)—“Hole in Head” (UA) (2d wk 
000 Okay $6,000 after $10,000 bow. 
State ‘Loew 3,200; 65-80) — Orpheum (Tristates) (2,877; 75- 
“Hole In Head” (UA) (3d wk).| $1) — “Private’s Affair” (20th 
Sockeroo $10,000 or near. Second | Hotsy $9,000. Last week, “This 
was $12,000 Earth Is Mine” (U) (2d wk), $6,- 
Strand (‘National Realty) (2,200; | 500 
65-80)—“Big Circus” {AA). Very State (Cooper) (743; $1)—“‘Ask 
nice $9,000. Last week, “Ask Any | | Any Girl” (M-G) (2d wk). Fair $4.- 
Girl” (M-G) and “Gun Fight Dodge | 500 or near after opening week's 


City” (UA) (2d wk), $4,000, 


| 


$6,300. 





70-90)— | 
(Col) and | 





HOLE,” TINGLER, Weekend Rain B'way Bonanza; ‘North’ 
Record 2106, Fisherman’ Okay 256, 
Guinness Stout 216, Denim’ Hot 376 


MURDER ACES 


Detroit, Aug. 11. 

“Hole in Head” at the Michigan | 
and “The Tingler” at Broadway- | 
Capitol are doing well to lead | 
douwntowners to another great; 
week. “Hole” is rated especially 
sock. “Room 43” looks hot at Fox, | 
but “John Paul Jones” shapes slow 
at the Palms. 

“South Seas Adventure” contin- 
ues to do sensational biz in 45th 
week at Music Hall. “Anatomy of 
a Murder” stays great in sixth ses- 
sion at the United Artists. le 

“Five Pennies” remains smash 
in third at the Madison. “North by | 
Northwest” shapes solid in fifth 
week at the Adams. “Middle of 
Night” is okay in fourth at Trans- | 
Lux Krim, 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; $1.25- 
$1.49'—“Room 43" (Indie) and | 
“Girl With Itch” (Indie). Hotsy | 
$18,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s 
Greatest Adventure” (Par) and 
“Man Could Cheat Death” (Par), 
$14,000. 

Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4,000; 

25-$1.49) — “A Hole In Head” | 

UA) and “Pier 5, Havana” (UA). 
Terrific $28,000. Last week, “Don't 
Give Up Ship” (Par) and “Under- 


sea Girl” (AA) (2d wk), $20,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,296; $1.25-$1.49)— 
“John Paul Jones” (WB) and “Sur- | 
render Hill” (AA). Slow $10,000. 
a week, “Big Circus” (AA) (2d 

$16,500. 

"Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$1.49) 
—Five Pennies” (Par) ‘3d wk). 
Great $15,000. Last week, $16,500. 


Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500; | 
$1.25-$1.49\—"The Tingler” (Col) 
and “Face of Fire’ ‘AA). Second 
week begins today (Tues.). First 
week, sock $25,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1.25- 
$1.50) “North by Northwest” 


M-G) (5th wk). 
week, $15,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,667: $1 25- 
$1.50) — “Anatomy of A Murder” 
‘Col) (6th wk). Great $15,000. Last 
week, same. 

Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1,- 
208; $1.44-$2.65)—"‘South Seas Ad- 
venture” (Cinerama) (45th wk). 
Sensational $19,200. Last week, 
ditto. 

Trans-Lux Krim (Trans-Lux) (1,- 


Swell $12,000. Last 


000; $1.49-$1.65) — “Middle of 
Night” (Col) (4th wk). Steady $6,- 
000. Last week, $7,000. 





‘Murder’ Wham $22,000, | 
Mpls.;‘Affair’ Big 116, 
‘North’ Lusty 86, 4th 


Minneapolis; Aug. 11 
_ There's plenty of new fare, in- 
cluding one blockbuster, “Anatomy 
of Murder,” to lure fans downtown | 
again. “Murder” shapes mi ghty in 
opening round at Orpheum. * ‘South | 
Seas Adventure,” in its seventh 
week, ‘still is smash at Century. 
Two other important newcomers, 


“A Private’s Affair” and ‘John | 
Paul Jones,” seem fairly well 
heeled. Fourth week of “North By 
| Northwest” look plenty healthy 
“Hole in the Head,” in second 
Stanza, also is still hefty winner. 
Estimates for This Week 
Academy (Mann) (947; $1-$1.25) 
— “Hole in Head” (UA) (2d wk) 
Tall $8,000. Last week, $10,000. | 
Century (SW-Cinerama) (1,150; | 
$1.75-$2.65)—"‘South Seas Adven- 


ture” (Cinerama (7th wk’. Smash 
$23,000. Last week, $24,900 
Govher (Berger) (1.000; $1) — 
“North by Northwest” (M-G) (4th 
wk). One of theatre's best box- 
office bets in years. Lively $8,000 
Last week, $10,000 © 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-$1) 
Private’s Affair” (20th). 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; ie., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 





| Broadway 


| figure at the Hall. 


| week at the Criterion 


| (Thurs. 


hot weather last 
Saturday (8), with rain starting 
early enough on that prize box- 
office day to keep thousands in 
town, plus some new product will 
make for a brighter picture at 
deluxers this stanza. 
Numerous first-runs are holding 
nearly even with last week or actu- 
ally topping last round’s biz. Cool 
weather Sunday and Monday, of 
course, was a plus factor as was the 
influx of vacationers in the city. 
The big news is the record open- 
ing week figure being racked up 
by “North by Northwest” plus new 
| stageshow at the Music Hall. Pic 


Break in the 





looks to hit $210,000, easily beating | 
previous opening week highs and | 


representing ‘the best non-holiday 
Only the run- 
ning time is holding it from a big- 
ger take. 

“Big Fisherman,” which started 
out like it might be capacity on 
first round at the Rivoli, is not up 
to hopes with $25,000, but solid 


for reserved-seat, upped-scale en- 
gagement. 
“Blue Denim” is heading for 


smash $37,000 in second Victoria 
week. “Last Train From Gun Hill” 
looks fair $31,000 in second session 
at the Capitol. Another high is be- 
ing made by “Scapegoat” opening 
week at the Guild, with $21,000 or 
close. 

“Anatomy of a Murder” looks to 
hit smash $37,000 in current (6th) 
or ahead of 
fifth, and socko $17,500 day-dating 
at the arty Plaza or just a bit better 
than previous round. “Horse Sol- 
diers’ is heading for big $20,500 
in seventh Astor week, and ahead 
of sixth. 

“Hole in 


Head” wound up its 


fourth session at the State with a| 


socko $55,000 or $4,000 better than 
third. “Porgy and Bess” climbed 
ahead of preceding week to get a 
smash $33,500 in sixth week at the 
Warner 

“Holiday for Lovers” 
land mild $20,000 in third-final 
round at the Paramount, with 
“Private’s Affair’ opening Friday 
(14). “Middle of Night” is pushing 
ahead of previous session to get 
a nice $13,000 on eighth frame at 
the Forum and a big $7,700 at 


looks to 


| Trams. Lux 52d Street, where day- 


same as seventh 

“Big Circus” with stageshow 
looks to hit a good $59,000 in 
fourth-final stanza at the Roxy or a 
bit ahead of third week. “For First 
Time” and new stageshow opens 
Friday (14). “Diary of Aane Frank” 
was fine $16,000 in 21st week at 
the Palace, ahead of preceding 
round 

“Room at Top” hit smash $14,- 
200 in 19th round at the Fine Arts, 
better than 18th week. “Grand 
| Illusion” also looks to better its 
preceding week's take to land a big 
$7,200 in current (7th) session at 
the Baronet 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,094; 75-$2)— 
“Horse Soldiers” (UA) (7th wk). 
Present week ending tomorrow 
looks like smart $20,500 
$20,000 for sixth session 


dating, 


after 
Stays 
Capitol ‘Loew 4.820; $1-$2.50 
—‘“Last Train From Gun Hill” 
(Par) (3d-final wk). Second round 
ended last night (Tues.) was fair 
$31,000. Opener was $37,000 
Criterion (Moss) (1,671; 90-$2.40 
—“Anatomy of a Murder” (Col) 
(6th wk). This session winding to- 
day (‘Wed is heading for great 
$37,000 or ahead of fifth week's 
$35,000. Stays indef. 
Palace ‘KRKO 1,642; 
“Diary Of Anne Frank” (20th) (22d 
wk ‘he 2ist week ended last 
night (Tues.) was trim $16.000 or 
close compared with $14,500 of 
20th week 
Forum (Moss) ‘813; 
“Middle of Night” (Col) (9th wk) 
Eighth session ended last night 
Tues.) was big $13,000 or. ahead 
of seventh week’s $11,000. 
Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665: $1- 
$2)\—‘‘Holiday For Lovers” (20th 
3d-final wk). This round winding 
up tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading 
for mild $20,000. Second was $23,- 


90-$2) — 


90-$1.80) — 


| 000 “Private’s Affair’ (20th 
opens Friday (14) 
Radio City Music Hall ‘Rocke- 


fellers) (6,200; 


by Northwest’ (M-G) and new! 


|} —“Grand Illusion” 


90-$2.75)—"North } 


stageshow. Initial stanza ending to- 
day (Wed.) looks sensational $210,- 
000, new opening week record 
here. Holding, naturally. Ahead, 
“Nun's Story” (WB) with stage- 
show (7th wk), $132,000. The $210,- 
000 figure for “North” also is the 
best non-holiday week mark at 
Hall. Four other pictures have top- 
ped the $210,000 figure but all 
were for holiday weeks, most of 
them for year-end holiday sessions. 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) 
—‘Big Fisherman” (BV) (2d wk). 
First week ended last night (Tues.) 
was solid $25,000, but considerably 
below capacity. 

Roxy (Indie) (5,705; 90-$2.50) — 
“Big Cireus” (AA) and stageshow 
(4th-final wk). This week winding 
up tomorrow (Thurs.) looks to hit 
good $59,000 or better than third 
week's $58,000. “For First Time” 
(M-G) and new stageshow opens 
Friday (14). ° 

State (Loew) (1,900; 90-$2) — 
“Hole in Head” (UA) (5th wk). 
Fourth session ended last night 
(Tues.) was sockeroo $55,000, and 
better than third week’s $51,000. 
Will be here for some time at cur- 
rent pace. 

Victoria (City 
$2'\—"*Blue Denim” 
This stanza finishing today 
is heading smash $37 000. 
$39,000. Continues. 

Warner (SW Cinerama) (1,461; 
$1.50-$3.75) — “Porgy and Bess’ 
(Col) (7th wk). Sixth week con- 
cluded Saturday (8) was smash 
$33,500 or better than filth week's 
$32,000. Looks to stay on for some 
time in view of advance and Sep- 


Inv.) (1,003; 50- 
(20th) (2d wk). 
(Wed.) 
First, 


tember prospects. 
First-Run Arties 
Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25-$2) 


(Cont) (reissue) 
Present frame ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) looks like big 
$7,200. Sixth, $7,000. Stays. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—*Room At Top” (Cont) (20th wk). 
The 19th round finished Sunday 
(9) was great $14,200, to top the 
18th week's $13,800. 

Beekman (R&B) (590; $1.20- 
$1.75) — “Wild Strawberries” 
(Janus) (8th wk). Seventh stanza 
completed Sunday (9) was big $10,- 


(7th wk). 


700. Sixth, $10.500. 
Normandie (M-L) (592; $1.25- 
$1.80'\—“Darby O’Gili” (BV) (7th 


wk). Sixth session completed Mon- 
day (10) pushed to hep $6,300. 
Fifth, $5,700. House has switched 
its next booking, and will bring in 
“Devil's Disciple” (UA) on Aug. 20. 

Guild (Guild (456; $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Seapegoat” (M-G). First week 
ending today (Wed.) iooks to hit 

(Continued on page 10) 


Murder’ Huge 246, 
Frisco; ‘Ship’ 136 


San Francisco, Aug. 11 

First-run biz is potent currently. 
with “Anatomy of a Murder” top- 
ping newcomers with a giant take 
at the St. Francis. “North by 
Northwest” shapes smash in sec- 
ond Warfield round while “Don’t 
Give Up Ship” looks neat at 
Golden Gate, also second, “Hole in 
Head” is rated ‘dandy in third 
round at United Artists. “Gigi” 
continues big in 57th session at 
Stagedoor while “Porgy and Bess” 
appears to be settling down to a 
fine longrun at Cornet 

Estimates for This Weck 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.859; $1.25) 
—‘“Don't Give Up Ship” (Par) and 
“Hangman” (Par) (2d wk). Neat 
$13,000. Last week, $21,500 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
—“Return Of Fly” (20th) and 
“Allis r People” (20th). Okay 
$16,000. Last week, “Diary Anne 
Frank” (20th) (2d wk), $11,590 

Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) 
—“North By Northwest” (M-G) (2d 
wk Smash $19,000. Last week, 
$23,000 

Parameunt (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25) 
—“Last Train From Gun Hill” 
(Par) and “Island Lost Women” 


(Continued on page 10) 
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10 PICTURE GROSSES VARIETY Wednesday, August 12, 1959 
; > | Seattle Slow Albei 
‘Porgy’ Potent $21,000, Hub; ‘Levant °°, oe ctors to karn 
orgy 10 <éctudeouae ‘Murder’ Okay $7,000 <n allen 
ywood, Au 3 
‘ . 2 ‘ ’ Seattle, Aug. 11 : ; 5 : Bag: g if 
alr e ar Seafair week is at its height the Record earnings of $65,000,000 is anticipated for members of 
9 9 Gold Cup last Sunday drawing Screen Actors Guild this year. Figure is based on an estimate on 
thousands to Seattle. But it means! information furnished by various employers in the production of 
Boston, Aug. ll. —— | little to the film boxoffice. One theatrical pictures, tv films and filmed tv commercials. 

Relief from torrid weather and ‘ ’ house, the Music Hall is closed A check with the SAG confirmed the accuracy of the estimate. 
infusion of newventries are helping NORTH ROUSING 256 from lack of product. ‘Big Circus,’ A Guild spokesman added that the substantial increase in actors’ 
hypo biz at wickets here currently. | lone newcomer, shapes fair at| earnings—the previous high mark of $40,000,000 plus was record- 
Opening round of hard - ticket IN PIT [: ‘MURDER’ 146 Paramount “Nun's Story” in} ed in 1946—reflects benefits won under the residual payments for 
“Porgy and Bess 1 looms Nitec at) ’ fourth stanza at Blue Mouse is reruns of entertainment film and the commercials use clauses of 
Astor Double booking of Rag A Pittsburgh, Aug. 11 okay as is “Anatomy of Murder”’| the union’s contract 
Levant at Ben Sack’s a8 : Far and away the top grosser in third week at the Fifth Avenue. A breakdown of the 1959 earnings total shows that feature film 
= : —s L Le mage a tn big ! this stanza is “North by North- ‘Hole in Head” is rated good in employment still rates as a principal source of income. These earn- 
bag — a to'n Atta ” is lick west,” boffo at the Penn. Other fourth. | vere ings are projected at $32,000.000 on the basis of pictures produced 
the Met rivates Affair S's newcomer also doing well is “The Estimates for This Week tart 7 sree coe tie & 8s 
‘ the Me rial while “Holida : 72¢ to date and commitments that will carry through December. 
at the Memorial \ 4Y Mummy” at the Fulton. “Anatomy Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (739; 90- ee ha ia hed ‘rforming entertai films made f 

. r look d at Para- : a) = : ’ , Earnings for actors performing in entertainment films made for 
ee ee eee ~*~ of a Murder” at Harris is smash in | $1.50)—"Nun's_ Story WB) (4th tv are expected to reach a minimum of $22,000,000. Included in 
mount third round. “Nun’s Story” at the wk). Okay $5,000. Last week, $6,-| Sie a ggltsedoret pe gages 

Mosi holdovers are strong, with Warner Sooies Ghee in einth week. | 200 this figure are residual payments which it is estimated will be 
“Hole g eg ig | as — “Middle of the Night” still hots: Coliseum (Fox-Evergreen) l- Se hep eg? en ey een mene seam 
week at State. "shake wanes in in second session at the Squirrel 870; 90-$1.50)—“H-Man” (Col) and | re. ee van, NOE Ree: Sy See roo ne 
Devil” is big at the Orpheum in Hill a “Woman Hater” (Col) (2d wk) in tv film commercials is that actors’ income, together with addi- 
second. “Scapegoat” looms great te: i i Slow $3,500 or near. First week, tional use payments, is projected at $11,000,000 for 1959. 
at Saxon in third. “Anatomy of Estimates for This Week $8,300. _ 

Murder” is holding smash at Gary _ Fulton (Shea) (1,635; 85-$1.50)— pil Aves: (fox vererces) | Eee = 

a at Top” finished bright Mummy” ‘U). Hefty $7,000. Last | (9 509: 90-$1.50) — “Anatomy of . 2 * 

, Room at Top’ finished bright | week, “Holiday for Lovers” (20th), | yjurder” (Col) (3d wk). Okay $7,- | Mar vand S Bias Denia 

HY . er is nice at Exeter in $4,000. d 000 or better. Last week, $8,200. 

rewind — Harris (Harris) (2,100; $1-$1.50)| Musie Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- = . es i ee 

eee : - w . —Anatoiny of a Murder” (Col) $1 50 “Hole in Head” (UA) (4th ~ Contunue rom page 7 
angen om This oo (3d wk). Smash $14,000. Last week, wk). Good $4,500. Last week, $5,- brutal scenes and has one sequence | est” resistance pictures on the 

Astor (B&Q) (1,381; $1.75-$3.30) $15,000. 300. ’ in which a colored butler serves WaY- Before this, the French pub- 
~“Porgy and Bess” (Col). Looks; penn (UATC) (3,300; $1-$1.50)— Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 90-| ie didn’t want to be reminded of 
like wow $21.000 or near. Last «norih py Northwest” (M-G). Boff $1.50 Dav of Outlaw” (UA) and tea to whites in a community near 


week, “Don't Give Up Ship” (Par) 
(Sth wk), $3 060 in 3 days. 

Beacon Hill ‘Sack) (678; $1- 
$1.50)—‘Isle of Levant” (Indie). 
Hotsy $12,000 or near. Last week, 
“Love Is Profession” (Kings) (5th 
wk), $3,000. 

Boston ‘SW-Cinerama) (1.354; 
$1.25-$2.65)—"South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (18th wk). Good 
$13,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Capri ‘Sack) (1,150; 90-$1.50)— 
“Isle of Levant” (Indie). Torrid 
$10,000. Last week, “Modern 
Times” ‘Lopert) (reissue) (3d wk), 
$3,500 

Exeter (Indie) (1.376; 75-$1.25)-— 
“Wild Strawberries” (Indie) (3d! 
wk). Second week ended Saturday 
(8) was slick $5,500. Last week, 
$7.000 

Gary 


(Sack) (1,240: 90-$1.50) — 


“Anatomy of Murder” (Col) ‘5th 
wk). Good $12,000. Last week, 
$13.000 

Kenmore (Indie) ‘700; 90-$1.25) 

“Room at Top” (Cont) (13th wk- 
final). Bright $6.000. Last week, 
$5,000. Could have stayed but 
ferced cut by prior booking. “Mid- 
dle of Night” (Col) opens tomor- 
row (Wed.) 

Memorial (RKO) (3.600; 60-$1.10 
- Private’s Affair’ (20th) and 
“Son of Robinhood” (20th). Perky 
$16,000. Last week, “Last Train 
From Gun Hill” (Par) and “Here 
Come Jets” (0th) (94 wk). 69,009, 

Metronolitan (NET) (4.357; 70- 
$1.10\—"Darby O'Gill” (BV). Oke 
$18,000. Last week. “Nun's Story” 
VV RB 6th wv te) ev nnn 

Paramourt NET) (2,357; 170- 
$1.10 “Holiday for Lovers” 
(20th and “Miracle of Hills” 
(Ott Cood $14,900. Last week 
“Big ¢ nw"? \A) and “Seven 
Cune Maca” Indie) 2d wk) 
$8 000 

Piterim (ATC) (1.000; 60-$1.10 
“Call ¢ FiIech” (Tndie) and “It’s 
Wonderful World” (indie). Oke! 
¢Q (it I a veek “Hay r Ro ket 
Will Travel” (Col) and “Hev Boy, 
Hev Git Col), £9 500 

Saxen (Seek! (1.100: $1.95-$1.50) 

“Scanetort” (M-G) (3d wk). 

Great £13.000. Last week, $15.000 

Frans-Lyvx (T-L) (730° 75-$1.25) 


—‘Paris Vice Squad” ‘Indie’ and 
“White Slevervw”’ «Irdie) (reruns). 
Good $4900. Last week. “Josette 
New Orleans” ('™ndie) and “Jungle 
Gordecs” (Indir), £4,800 

Ornheum ‘leew! (97.900: 9f-) 
$1 50\—"Shake Hands With Devil” 
(WA) and “Ride Lonesome” ‘Col 
2d wk Big $14.000. Last week, | 
$18.080 

State 
“Hole 
Holding 
$11,000 


‘ 


(Leew) (3,600; 90-$1.50)\— 
in Head” (UA) (6th wk). 
sock $10,000. Last week, 





NEW YORK 


Continved from nage 9) 


wow $21,000, new all-time high 
here. This beats the old mark held 
by “A Queen Is Crowned” (Indie) 


which ran only 55 minutes. } 
(568; 90- | 


Paris ‘Pathe Cinema) 
$1.80) —_“Man Upstairs” ‘Kings- | 
Union). Onened Monday (10). In! 


aliead, 
(3d wk) 
Plaza 


mild $5,000 
(‘Lopert) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
Anatomy of a Murder” (Col) ‘uch 
wk This week ending today 
‘Wed.) is heading for great $17,500. 
Fifth, $17.400 
Sutton ‘R&B) 
“Gimi” (M-G) 
week finished 
smash $15 900, 
weck’s $15,300. 
Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) 540: $1-' 
$150) — “Middle of Night” ‘Col) | 
(9th wk). Eiehth session finished | 
last night ‘Tues.) was big $7,700 | 


(561: 95-$1.80)— 
‘41st wk). The 40th 
Saturday (8) was 
ahead of 39th 


or same as the seventh week. lg 


| dil 


| “Hole in Head” (UA). 


|; Still 


£25,000. Last week, “Hole in Head” 
(UA) (3d wk), $14,200. Could have 
held but for locked booking of 
“North.” 

Squirrel Hill (SW) (824; $1.25)-— 
“Middle of Night” (Col). (2d wk) 
Hotsy $3,100. Last week, $4,800. 

Stanley (SW) (3,700; 85-$1.50)— 
“Big Circus” ‘AA) (2d wk). Good 
$7,800. Last week, $14,600. 

Warner ‘SW) (1,500; $1-$1.50)— 
“Nun’s Story” (WB) (6th wk—5 
days). Okay $8,500. “Five Pennies’ 
(Par) due in today. Last week 
$11,500. 





CHICAGO 


‘Continued from page 9 
“Last Train from Gun Hill” 
(3d wk), $18,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 
$1.80\—“Big Circus” (AA) 
liep $24,000. Last week 

Surf ‘H&E Balaban) ‘685; 
—“Diary of Anne Frank” t 
4th wk). Dandy $7,200. Last wee 
$8,700 

Todd's Cinestage ‘Todd) (1.0: 
90-$1.80/\—"“Modern Times I 
pert). Fine at $11,000 
“Al Capone” (AA) (13th 
500 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 90 
$1.80) — North by Northwest” 

\I-G) ‘6th w Wow $27,000. I 
week, $26,000 

Woods ‘Essaness {1,200 9 
$1.80)—"“Anatomy of a Mur 
Col) (5th wk). Hotsy $27,000 
week, £28,000 

World ‘Teite]) (606; 904$1.5 
“Love is My Profession” ‘King 
6th wk). Trim $3,800. Last r 
£4,800 


Par) 


90- 
(2d wk 
$35.000 





Last 


K 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Continued from page 9 
$11.000. Last vun's 
WB 5tl at $1 


( 


I week 
1 wk $6,500 $1 
aie 

RK Orpheum (RKO) (2.80 
$1.25-$1.50 ‘Anatomy of Murde 
(Col). Magnificent $22.000 at ad- 
vanced admission Last wee 
‘Five Pennies” (Par) 2d st 
$6.500 at 85-$1 scale. 

RKO Pan ‘RKO) (1,800; 75-90 
“Face of Fugitive” (Col) and ‘“‘Ban- 
of Zhore” (Col). Fair $4,000. 
Last week, “Tarzan’s Greatest Ad- 


venture’ (Par) and “Man Who 
Cculd Cheat Death” (Par), $5.000 
State (Par) ‘2,200: 85-$1)—‘John 


Paul Jones” (WB). Mild $6,000. Last 


; week, “Big Circus” (AA) (2d wk), 


$5,500. 


Suburban World (Mann) (809; 


| 85)—"Compulsion” (20th) (3d run). 


Big $3,000. Last week, “Auntie 
Meme” (WB) (3d run), $2,500. 

World ‘Mann) (400; 85-$1.25) 
“Love Is Profession’ (Kingsley) 
(7th wk). Good $4,500. Last week, 
£6.000. 


TORONTO 
(Continued from page 8) 
“Gigi (M-G) (54th wk). Good $3.,- 

000. Last week, same. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,075; 75-$1.25)— 
Smash $23.- 
000. Last week, “Pork Chop Hill’ 
(‘UA) ‘2d wk), $9,500. 

Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.75-$2.40)— 
“South Pacific” (Magna) (57th wk). 
Great $11.500. Last week, $10,500. 

Towne ‘Tavior) (695; 75-$1.25)— 
“Room at Top” (Cont) (ilth wk). 
wow at $6,500. Last week 
ditto. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,745; 75-$1.25) 
—'This Earth is Mine” (U) (5th 
wk). Swell $7,500. Last week, 
8,000. 


“Pier 5, Havana” (UA). Dull $5,000. 
Last week, “Beat Generation” 
M-G) and “Step Down to Terror” 
U), $4,800. 

Paramount (Fox-Evergreen) 
107; 90-$1.50)\—"Big Circus” 
and “Brown Boys in Money’ 
Fair $7,000. Last week, “Don’t 
Give Up Ship” ‘Par) and “King 
Wild Stallions” (Par) (3d wk), $5,- 
600. 


(3.- 
(AA) 
(AA) 


LOS ANGELES 


Continued from page 8) 
1.106; 90-$1.50'\—*“Carnival 
Indie and “Teen Age 
Indie). Dim $3,700. Last 
Downtown with Pan- 
Train From Gun Hill” 
“Man Could Cheat 
$7.100 
UAT( 1,392: 
By Northwest” 
Grest $19,000 or 
$22,400 
Pantages, 
RKO) 


1,733; 
Rock” 
Thunder” 
week 3d 
tages “Last 
Par) and 
Death” ‘Par 
Egyptian 
$2 ‘North 
3d wk 
Last week 
Orpheum, 
Metropolitan 
2.344; 90-S1.75 
AA and 
Roffo $30.009. La 
2d wk Ask Any 
zg Gi e” 


Matin 
Carthay Fw 
=n 


$1.25- 
M-G) 
close 


Wiltern 
2.213: 2.815 
“Big Circus” 
tbound” WB 
veek, Orpheum 
M-G) and 


$3 
4 wi Far 
Lact weel 

Warner Beverly 


Anaton 
Co Sth 1 Fi 





©? 40 
k $15.800 
Fallywooad 

: ann. ©1 an.4 
WB) (7th wh 


Elect 
Star 


$12,000 


int 


t uns 


Paramm 


Four Star ‘UA’ $?)— 


FWC 1.4 
‘ OGill”’ B\ 
Mild $7500 1 + 4 } 
El Rev FW , 
“Sonth Pacif 
Good 5 
Fox Bev 
$2 “HT, 


Chinese 


Mihi ith \ 
Last week. $5900 
FWC) (1.150: $1.49- 

Head” (UA) (8th 
wk). Big $8000. last week. $9.400 
Fine Arts (FWC) (631: 90-$1.50) 
Room at Ton” (Cont) (13th wk 
Wham 88.000. Last week. ditto 
Warner Hoallvweed (‘SW-Cine- 
rama) (1389: $1.20-82.65)\—‘‘South 
Seas Adventure” (Cinerama) 
Started 46th week. Sunday (9 
afier nifty $20,000 last week. 


tot} 
erly 


ye in 


SAN FRANCISCO 


‘Continued from race &) 
WB) (2d wk). Okay $10.500. Last 
week, $18.000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400: $1.25- 
$1.50) “Anatomy Of Murder” 
(Col Giant $24.000. Last week, 
“Nun's Story” (WB) (5th wk), $9,- 
000. 


Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1.456; 
$1.75-$2.65)—“South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (37th wk). Big 
$18 000. Last week, $16,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,151: 
$1.25-$1.50)\—“‘Hole In Head” (UA) 
3d wk). Dandy $12,000. Last week, 
$15 000. 


Stagedoor (A-R) 440; $1.25- 
$3.00)\—"“Gigi’” ‘M-G) (S7th wk). 
Big $7,500. Last week. $7,200. 

Presidio (Hardy-Parsons) (774: 
$1.25-$1.50)—“Diary Of Bad Girl” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Oke $2,800. Last 
week, $3,000. 

Vogue ‘S. F. Theatres) (364; 
$1.25\—"“He Who Must Die” (In- 
die) (10th wk). Good $2,100. Last ; 
week, $2,700. 

Coronet ‘United California) (1,- | 


| 250: $2.75-$3.50) — “Porgy and 
Bess” (Col) (3d wk). Fine $22,000. 
| Last week, $23,000. 


the Canadian border. They sip it 
from silver cups while tting in 
the shade of palm trees. Plot has a 
lightskinned Negro escaping with 
his white girl from the South to- 
wards Canada. In the end they're 
shot down. 

Marquand and French director 
Alexander Astruc were Man- 
hattan on their way back to Paris 
from a French film week in Brazil. 
Both insisted that “I'll Spit on 
Your Graves” wasn't a propaganda 
picture. “It certainly was not an 
attack on the United States,” said 
Marquand. “Essentially, the story 
was true of the South. The fact 
that it lacks accuracy in detail is 
not important at all.” 

Astruc noted that a great many 
of the Hollywood films dealing 
with Europe and European locales 


s 


In 


were quite ridiculously rong.” 
but, added Marquand, “I don't 
mind it. It’s rather charming.” 

Marquand is one of the top 
stars in France le became known 
when he costarred with Brigitte 
Bardot And God Created 
Womar! Since then he’s done 
everal films, including “Sait-On 
Jamais” and opposite Maria 
Schell—“Une Vie,” which as di- 
rected by Astruc He aiso )- 
peared in “Island at the End of 
t World hich has been 
quired for the U.S. 

Re nded of the reaction of 
Americans Paris 1io'd seen 
Graves,” and who did feel it is 
anti-U.S., possibly inspired by the 
Comn Astruc was quite ¢ 
phatic n his denial of any Red 
propaganda in French films [i's 
true that, after the war. much of 
the Fre ndustry s Commu- 
nist,” the director noted How- 
ever, even then, they could not 
nake a single Communist film 
The public just didn’t want it. And 
even now, the ‘new wave’ of young 
directors doesn't follow any p opa- 
ganda or Red line. They do move 
in new directions, and they are 
conscious of social trends. But 


there is no reason to distrust this 


“Actually, they are voung men 
They seem to be much more in- 
terested in love stories than in 


social problems.” 

At the same time, Astruc said, It 
would be foolish to think that the 
French are making provocatively 
sexy films with their eye on the 
American market “That's non- 
sense,” he held. “These new direc- 
tors, of whom I’m one of the old- 
est, don’t even think of the US 
They're much too concerned with 
filming a story that thev want to 
make. Louis Malle couldn't find 
anyone to produce ‘Les Amants.’ 
He desnerateiy wanted to make It 
and so he did, mostly with his own 
money. Most producers: wouldn't 
touch it!” 

Both Astruc and Marquand liked 
the new film aid setup in France 
under whieh quality films are to 
be supported and_ subsidized 
“Though the government is in it, 
I'm not afraid of either nationalist 
or propaganda aspects because of 
this,” Astruc said. “Our directors 
have far too much to do to go in 
for this sort of thing.” 

The two Frenchmen said it was 
true few French films, telling the 
} true story of France under the 
| occupation, had been made. but 


i they noted a new cycle of “hon- 


the war period, they maintained. 
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Reeves Hopes 





Continued from page 7 jee 


-—_—o 

chain suddenly began to make 

foreign deals on its own. 
Break-Even 


Reeves indicated that Cinerama 
Inc. hoped to operate at the break- 
even point this year, particularly 
since its royalty share of Cine- 
rama would be decreasing because 
of the fewer installations. 

In giving the background of 
Cinerama “to avoid confusion,” 
Reeves disclosed that the original 
development started in 1946 with 


the invention of the late Fred 
Waller. The initia] bankrollers, a 
group from Time Inc. and “a 
Rockefeller group,” pulled out 
when the established motion pic- 
ture companies showed little in- 
terest in the medium,” Reeves 
aid Cinerama Inc. was formed 
n 1950 as a licensing and engi- 
neering firm. Production and ex- 
hibition rights for five years, un- 
der the condition that $1,000,000 
be invested, were given the late 
Mike Todd and Lowell Thomas, 


10 operated as the Thomas-Todd 
Corp Tl 


is company’s name was 

iter changed to Cinerama Produc- 
tions Corp After the first pic- 
ture, “T Is Cinerama,” Cine- 
1a Productions ran into finan- 
cial difficulties and signed over 
its rights to Stanley Warner, which 
gave the pany 50° of the 
profits after production and other 
costs were recouped. The Dept. of 
Justice SW the okay to pro- 
duce and exhibit Cinerama pix ex- 
clusively for a five-year period. 
rh‘s stanza has since expired and 
SW now operates as a non-ex- 
clusive licensee With reference 
to SW's entrv in the picture, 
Reeves said ‘I was frankly dis- 
ippointed with the turn of events. 
rhey SW should have moved 
with dynamic speed. They opened 


theatres, but they made less than 
one picture a yea! I repeatedly 
tried to get them to step up the 
production program 

Reeves also stated 
rama Ine attempt 
production program 
was hampered both by financial 
restrictions and the inability to 
work out a distribution deal with 
Stanley chain. 


that Cine- 
launch a 
previously 


" to 


As an indication of the support 


that the stockholders are giving 
the company’s new program, 
Reeve noted that 75% of the 


stock, represented in person or by 
proxy, had: been placed in the 
hands of the management. 


David Golding, exccutive aide in 
charge of publicity for Otto Prem- 
inger, leaves today (Wed.) for Lon- 
don to work with Columbia, which 
is releasing the film, on the Euro- 
pean openings of “Anatomy of a 
Murder.” 

From London, Golding will meet 
Preminger at the Venice Film Fes- 
tival where “Anatomy” is the offi- 
cial U.S. entry. Golding will then 
return to London where he will 
headquarter until “Anatomy” dates 
begin early in Qctober. He'll re- 
main in Europe from six to eight 
weeks, 
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NO END TO WAR IN YUGO FILMS 





Mexico's Jose Kohn in UFA Feud ITI 


German Studio Completes ‘Ship of the Dead’ Despite 
Author Who Yells ‘Theft!’ and ‘Nazi!’ 


An international row is in the 
making involving the filming of the 
B. Travens novel, “Ship of the 
Dead,” originally started as a Ger- 
man-Mexican coproduction. Now 
the German partner (UFA) and the 
Mexican (Jose Kohn) have split 
and UFA is completing the pro- 
duction at its Berlin studios even 
as Kohn is firing legal salvos to 
keep the German producers from 
finishing the film and/or from re- 
leasing it 

Story is told in a recent issue of 
the West German weekly, Der 
Spiegel. It 
Kohn made their deal to film the 
Traven yarn on a 1,500,000 DM 
($350,000) budget. Traven, who 
uses a pseudomyn and whose real 
identity is unknown, is the author 
of such novels as “Treasure of the 
Sierra Madre” and “Rebellion of 
the Hanged.’ Kohn bought the 


film rights from an intermediary, 
i.e. Traven’s rep, in Mexico City 
for $35,000, having been given to 
understand that Traven will no 


Jonger consent to having Hollywood 


film any of his stories At press 
t > Tue 11 Variety heard 
had ruled for Kohn 


Cer 1 oS rt 


From the very beginning, Kohn 






and UFA boss, Arno Hauke, didn’t 
see eye-to-eye. It was finally agreed 
that German star Horst Buchholz 
was to play the lead. Traven’s rep 

yproved the script with its addi- 
tional material, ie. a belly dancer 
in a North African cafe and a 


Then UFA in- 


casual French girl 





formed Kohn that it couldn't meet 
3uchhoiz's demands, which includ- 
ed seript proval and choice of 
cost Kohn insisted and UFA 
gave in 

Thereafter the Germans had 
trouble finding the “Ship of the 
Dead,” but final:y picked one up 

Spain where the exteriors were 
shot. A replica was constructed at 
the Berlin studio. Then Hauke, ac- 
cording to Der Spiegel, told Kohn 
he was 100.000 DM ($25,000) short 

his contribution. Quote Kohn 
One can't talk with Hauke. This 
is theft!” Quote Hauke: “We have 
treated Kohn quite properly. He 
could have seen our cost sheeis any 
time. But when‘he started shouting 
‘theft’ and that we're all Nazis, I 
told him to get out.” 

Earlier, Hauke and the UFA had 


cancelled t contract with Kohn 
nd had forbidden him or his reps 


to come on the set A, German 
court has just ruled that Kohn is 
to be admitted to the set and that 
he must have access to all the 


material filmed to date 
From Mexico City, Traven’s rep 


cabled UFA that he was “forced 
by the situation” to cancel film 
rights for “Ship of the Dead.” dn 


Berlin, UFA stuck to its guns, in- 
sisted that the picture would be re- 
leased per schedule. Quoie 
Kohn: “Maybe so, but then Hauke 


will have a picture which he will 
not be able to show outside his 
projection rooms.” 


‘Solomon’ London Preem 


Set for Next October 


Londor, Aug. 4 

Preem of United Artists’ Super- 
Technirama-70 “Solomon & Sheba” 
has been skedded for the Astoria 
Oct. 27 and will benefit The Chest 
And Heart Assn. This was an- 
nounced at a luncheon following 
the preem of Disney's “Sleeping 
Beauty” at that theatre. 

Shindig at the Dorchestér Hotel 
was in honor of director King 
Vidor, and was hosted by U.A. 
British topper Montague (“Monty”) 
Morton. Apart 
trade film crix and scribes, the 
main guests were top UA brass 
from the U. S. These included 
vice-prexies William Heineman and 
Roger Lewis, Seymour Poe and 


starts when UFA and, 


from national and | 





Aussies in Drive To 
Get Chevalier Tour 
Sydney, Aug. 4. 

J. C. Williamson Ltd., key legit 
operators here, and Harry Wren, 
independent vaude-revue operator, 
are currently bidding for an Aus- 
sie tour of Maurice Chevalier to- 
wards the end of the year. Under- 
stood that both have kicked the 
ante to astop figure to win the 
French star’s signature. 

Williamson recently cleaned up 
with Danny Kaye in this Down 
Under territory and currently is 
on the looksee for other toppers, 
with Wren also keen to get on this 
gravy train. 


Schnitzer ‘Scouts 
Soviet Talent 


Robert Schnitzer, general man- 
ager of the Cultural Exchange ad- 
ministration of American National 
Theatre and Academy (State Dept.- 
supported’ will be a guest of the 
Soviet Ministry of Culture. He 
flies to Moscow Aug. 19 accom- 
panied by his stage-video director- 
wife, Marcella Cisney 

Schnitzer will hit Moscow, 
Leningrad and Kiev simultaneous- 
ly with N. Y. Philharmonic, which 
tour is subsidized by State. Miss 
Cisney staged upcoming new play 
“Whisper To Me” opening next 
week at White Barn, Westport 
Conn 

ANTA has been closer to the 
Soviet Ministry since’ the Bolshoi 
which Robert Dowling arranged for 
ANTA to “co-sponsor” with 
Hurok. It is believed Schnitzer is 
seeking other Soviet bookings fon 
U. S. during his present trip 

Trip coincides with but is not 
connected with the Moscow Film 
Festiva! 


49% of Brit. Teen-Age 
Coin Gees to Show Biz; 
60%, Visit Pix Houses 


London, Aug. 11! 

Nearly 49°% of the $2,520,000,000 
which British teen-agers have in 
their pockets to spend as they like 
goes on entertainment goods—pop 
disks, phonographs, romantic mag- 
azines and fiction paperbacks, vis- 
its to cinemas and dance halls 
This is one of the facts in a paver 
presented by London Press Ex- 
change Ltd., major ad agency here 

Of all teen-agers. defined as un- 
married peovle aged 15 to 24, over 
60° visit film theatres at least 
once a week, the figure for those 
going once or twice a month being 
27%. The figures compare with 
13° and 10% for the remainder of 
the adult population 

The survey shows that two-thirds 
of teen-agers live in homes having 
a television set. But these teen- 
agers are comparatively abstemions 
in their viewing: of all those with 
multi-channel sets, 67% watch 
commercial shows for five or more 
nights a week, but the comparative 
figure for their elders looking in 
as frequently is &0%. 

Another breakdown detailing 
out-of-home activities over seven 
days, apart from work and shop- 
ping, shows that 65° went to the 
cinema, 7% to a theatre or concert 
and 26°% went to a dance. 

In a general commentary on the 
findings, the report says that the 
market is a working-class one, and 
since postwar British society has 





Sol 


j had little experience in providing 
,for prosverous working-class teen- 


chief drumbeater Morton Nathan- | 


son 


Pleasant soical touch was the 


agers. the latter have devended 
very heavily on the U.S. in shaping 
consumption standards and habits. 

“For various reasons,” adds the 


| commentary, “it is difficult for the 


presentation by King Vidor to all ' 


newspapermen of a golden medal- 
lion inscribed with each  indi- 
vidual’s name. 


| turers concerned with the teen-age budget 
| Dinar (about $40,000). 


middle-aged British manufacturer | 
to adopt the styles and language | 
and appeals of American manufac- 


market.” 


HERO PLOTS 
AD INT 


By HANS HOEHN 


Pula, Aug. 11. 
Most 

25-Aug. 5 (sixth annual) 
slavian Film Festival here at Pula 
is the fact that it teems with “par- 
tisan” stories features that deal 
with the heroic fight of Tito’s Red 
underground army at the time of 
the German occupation. Nearly 
half of the films being shown 


notable aspect of the July | 
Yugo- | 


here these days center on such or} 


similar themes. Light entertain- 
ment is distinctly secondary. 

The fact that Titoland’s film in- 
dustry still turns out so many 
bloodshed features had led here to 


some considerably heated debates, | 


mainly on the part of foreigners 
and in particular the German 
journalists covering Pula. It’s felt 
that these films hardly 


to understanding between the 
German and Yugoslavian people. 
Other foreigners were beginning 
to weary of repeated partisan 


films. It’s questioned too, that the 
Yugoslavian public is keen on this 
diet 

Yugoslavian film 
that these films 
anti-German. 
“anti-Fascist.” 
come along with 
Reason why so many par- 
features have been turned 
again this season relates to 
the 40th anniversary of the Com- 
munist Party in Yugoslavia A 
number of these partisan films of- 
fer good quality, mainly with re- 


industry reps 
are by no 
They cail 
And they 
this argu- 


argue 
means 
them 
also 
ment: 
tisan 
out 


gard to camerawork and acting, 
less though concerning the story 
development Often, too much 


rings untrue or run-of-the-mill 
with cliche character portrayals 
and repetitious story “twists.”” Ex- 
port chances of such product are 
doubtful. Mast Yugoslavian par- 
tisan tales are heavy on brutality 
and violence 
Pula Festival 
essentially a national affair, 
sprinkled over by foreign press- 
men and some film buyers foreign 
The Yugoslavs have been flirting 
with the idea to make Pula an “in- 


shapes anew as 


ternational” festival but the idea 
was dropped in view of the fact 
that there are already too many 


international events and the chance 
to compete with them would be 
impossible. 

Pula festival deserves one com- 


pliment as a unique event. It's 
perhaps the most beautiful festi- 
val place the world has This 
superlative has to do with the 


2.000-vear old Roman Arena which 
supplies the fascinating site for 
this colorful event. An average of 
two full-length films plus several 
shorts are screened here each eve- 
ning. Performances register SRO 
biz. Number of viewers amounts 
to 12,000 each night., Pula could 
be a Number One Yugoslavian 
tourist attraction if this sea town 
wasn't so inconveniently located 
and if there were seme modern 
hotels Hotel Riviera, the best, 
belongs to yesteryear and with 
many inconveniences of accommo- 
dations and service. 

Yugoslavia earns praise for its 
short subjects, mainly the car- 
toons, for whichein particular 
Zagreb-Film is regponsible. Some 


of this outfit’s cartoons are ab- 
solutely world-class and it’s no 
wonder that foreign interest in 


those items is really big. 

One if not the best feature pic 
shown here these days was “Viak 
Bez Voznog Reda” (Train Without 
a Time-Table), a Jadran produc- 
tion, which already commanded 
considerable attention ai the re- 
cent Cannes festival. Film stands 
a good chance to sled into foreign 
markets. It probably will do so. 

In all, about 1,000 people, includ- 
ing domestic filmites and foreign- 
ers as well as the pressmen, have 
come to Pula. Festival’s own 
amounts to 12,000,000 








Tycoon Cops Cash Prize 
London, Aug. 4 

Here's a switch. Billy But- 
lin, millionaire seaside camp 
tycoon who gives away money 
at the drop of a hat, has just 
been on the receiving end him- 
self. He was awarded $280 as 
a runner-up in the _ recent 
Daily Mail London-Paris air 
race 

Butlin has tossed the coin 
into the Heart Fund of Gt. 
Britain's Variety Club. 








Cork Fest Draws 


} 


contribute | 


European Films 


Cork, Aug. 4 
French, German and Italian pro- 
ducers are again to take the plunge 


at Cork’s International Film Fes- 
tival, rated as a Class II festival 
not requiring world preems of 


the International Film 
Producers Assn They've been 
leaders for the last two years 
Germany taking the top document- 
ary award last yea 

National days for unwrapping 
top product by the three countries 


features) by 


already have been agreed with di- 
rector Dermot Breen. Special days 
will be provided for other coun- 


tries if they show the co-operative 
spirit in time; U.S. and Britain 
have tended to be aloof in recent 
vears 

Festival is to be extended by 
one day this year, running from 
Sept. 23 to 30. Breen says that 1 
is almost certain that entries will 
be far greater than last year when 


25 countries sent entries for docu- 
mentary, educational and cartoon 
classes which net “Finbars’’—sta- 


tues of Cork’s patron saint, St. Fin 
bar—for 

While feature pix are non-com- 
petitive, a trophy is awarded to the 


top entries 


player whose performance is 
deemed most notable in the fea- 
tures screened. International jury 


is not complete but already named 
are Hilmar Hoffman (Germany), 
Bert Haanstra (Holland) and Bjorn 
Rasmussen (Denmark) with the re- 
maining two to be Irish and Eng- 
lish. 

Five Japanese films are due for 
screening in a presentation of “A 
Decade of the Japanese Cinema 
There's to be a “Tribute to de 
Sica” with Italian actor-producer 
Vittorio de Sica introducing some 
of his own pictures 


Mex Quickie Producers 
Abandoning Charro Pix 
For U.S.-Type Westerns 


Mexico City, Aug. 4. 

There is consternation in the 
ranks of the film industry as yet 
another “tradition” goes by the 
boards, overwhelmed by the 
“gringo” influence. Quickie pro- 
ducers, always astute and ready to 
turn a quick peso, are abandoning 
the traditional Mexican Charro 
(cowboy) epics for carbon copies 
of Hollywood westerns. 

There are two schools of thought 
about this new fangled innovation 
of the wordy short on action, long 
on bragging and singing “ranchero” 
fi.ms. In these pix, about all the 
charro hero did was to change 
from one silver-braided costume to 
another, one big sombrero for yet 
a bigger one, and sing for the edi- 
fication of his heroine and the bad- 
men, It all wound up as a great, 
boring songfest with principals, 
chorus, extras and even the horses 
joining in the “finale.” The anti- 
charro contingent hails with glee 
the entry into the Mexican pix 


arena of the rootin’, tootin’ (Mexi- 
‘can style) western hero. And there 


(Continued on page 12) 


‘1-Day Truce Set in Mexico Film 
TUM Biz Labor Dispute; See 


Compromises 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 

A 10-day truce in the Mexican 
film industry labor dispute has 
been agreed to by all parties, this 
extending to all sections of the 
Union of Film Production Workers 
seeking pay increases and fringe 
benefits. A similar extension has 
also been granted in collective 
work contract negotiations involv- 
ing five nabe houses here. 

However, whatever the outcome 
of the local dispuie, Jose Rodri- 
guez Granada told Varrery that 
this would have no effect -whatever 
as far as Hollywood Mexican pro- 
duction plans are concerned. A re- 
vised schedule of fees, passed by 
the union last year, covers activity 
of foreign producers in Mexico, 
Granada said. There is no inten- 
tion to revise these schedules 
either now, during the period of 
grace, or after it. Even if a strike 
cali should be issued there will 
be no interference with American 
production, he said. Further, after 
the labor issue is resolved, the 
status quo as far as foreign con- 
tracts are concerned will still re- 
main in force 

Contract talks between produc- 
ers and studios on the one hand, 
and the union on the other, are 
continwing in an atmosphere of 
“friendliness” according to com- 
muniques issued by both sides. It 
appears that an understanding will 
be reached, without the need to 
recourse to extreme measures. 
Main points at issue are the 20% 
te 30°: raises sought by various 
sections of the union. 

Studio workers, for example, 
want a 20° hike and management 
has offered only 8°. 

See 15° Pay Hike For Actors 

The National Assn. of Actors, 
which represents all talent, is not 
worried about star members who 
generally receive far above union 
mimimums. But for all other play- 
ers, the association wants a general 


30° boost. It has been offered 
10°, with the compromise likely 
to be around 15° Technicians 


and manual workers divisions alg®> 
want a 30° increase, and-will have 
to settle for about half of this, 
with some concessions in fringe 
benefits 

While the Director's Section has 
made peace with the union for an 
undisclosed wage increase, likely 
around 15°, scriptwriters and 
adaptors are standine firm in their 
demands for a 25,000 pesos minf- 
mum ($2,000) for an _ original 
screen story and 35,000 pesos 
$2,800) for adaptations. Producers 
want to generalize the minimum 
for both at the $2,000 level. Musi- 
cians, too, want a general 20° 
hike with producers offering only 
10°. 

With the labor issue involving 
all elements of the film industry, 
there was a general shut down of 


| production activity last week, with 


no pictures shooting. Clasa Films 
Mundiales, wanting to get its am- 
bitious ““Macario” production roll- 
ing, tentatively offered the union 
a deal where it would make retro- 
active payment te workers on work 
contract, once this is signed. 

On the*other side of the labor 
front, the five cinemas scheduled 
to have the red and black strike 
flag draped across their doors, also 
won a stay. In general, manage- 
ment agrees to a 21% wage boost, 
but does not take kindly to the 
idea of creating new jobs nor to 
an expansion of annual holidays 
for workers, overtime for working 
on holidays and other matters. 


New Launder, Gilliat 


Pic With Scot Locale 
Edinburgh, Aug. 4. 
A new Launder & Gilliat film, to 
be lensed in Scotland early in 
1960, will be a whodunit called 
“Chain Reaction.” It wil] be !o- 
caled at an atom-power station on 
a Scottish loch. 
Frank Launder and Sidney Gil- 





liat, British producing team, al- 


ready have used the West High- 
lands of Scotland as backgrounds 
for “Wee Geordie’ and “The 


| Bridal Path.” 
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Rise Stevens Hits ‘Hidden Bonuses 
Paid Foreign Opera Singers 


London Aug. 4 
Before leaving here for Russia, 
where she will sing in several 


cities, Rise Stevens gave her side 


of dis e with the San Francisco 
Opera iich resulted in the can- 
cellation of her dates to sing there | 
this fa new productions of 
“Carme ind “Orfeo ed Euri- 
dice Said the prima-donna 

Last nter Kurt Herbert Ad- 
le the general manager of the 
San Francisco Opera, approached 
me again, this time offering me 
new productions. It was an offer 
which interested me _ artistically 
and | cepted even though this 
mea that I could not join the 
Metro; tan Opera as early as 
planned and would have to give up 


some New York appearances, since 





these conflicted with three appear- 
ances with the San Francisco Op- 
era in Los Angeles 
i Francisco announced my 
rances with them —this in 
ithout a formal contract 
been signed. The contract 
was sent to me much later for sig- 
nature. It stated that I would re- 
ecive performance $1,750—as 
agreed upon, but did not stipulate 
that th as their top-fee. At this 
point my husband, Walter Sudovy, 
who also my personal manager 
asked that the following clause be 


tnserted into the contract.” 
The Trouble Clause 
Miss Stevens showed a copy of 


that clause ‘which also has been 
given out by the San Francisco 
Opera Company to the press in 
San Francisco The clause reads 
as follov “It is understood that 


the above compensation ($1,750) 


being paid to Rise Stevens is the 
maximum compensation being paid 
to any tist for the season of 
1959 In the event that at any 
time during the 1959 season any 


compensation is paid to any artist 
excess of that paid to Rise 
the San Francisco Opera 
Assn. agrees to give Miss Stevens 
equal to such excess, plus 


in 


Stevens 


a sul 
$100 

Miss Stevens explained further 
“1 certainly did not ask to be paid 
more than anv other artist, as has 
been printed erroneously else- 
where I only demanded to be paid 
as uch as any other top artist— 
something which the San Francis- 
co Ope Co. had used all along 
as 3 jure to have me sing there 

In later stories Robert Watt 
Mille chairman of the company. 
was quoted as saying that I wanted 
$190 more than any other artist 
All I in say is that neither he 
nor any of his legal advisers can 

e understood the clause very 
well I would cal] this a penalty 











clause—the $100—to be paid to 
me in the event that the San 
} co Opera did not live up 
to its pledge—only if it would be 
disec ed that some other artist 

as receiving more than I 

“My husband was, of 
course, thinking of certain 
side-deals which seem to 
have become common practice 

with some cpera companies. I 

will talk about these side-deals 

at a later point. 

“San Francisco refused to initial 
this clause Finally Adler called 
my isband and told him that 
somet to the effect I was re- 
ceivir the highest fee of any 
mezzo-soprane or contralto who 
has ever appeared with the San 
Fra co Opera Company. Con- 
seque my husband wrote an- 
othe ette This is quoéted ver- 
batin ddressed to Adler, dated 
New York. June 28. 1959 

“De Kurt 

I enjoved our conversation yes- 
tt over the telephone and I 
was quite amazed at yeur State- 

{ that Rise Stevens receives 
the highest fee of any mezzo-so- 
prano or contralto who has ever 
appeared with the San Francisco 
Opera The situation today is that 
Rise among the three most suc- 
cessful singers of our time If 
you wish to put her in the cate- 
gory of voice range, you can best 
a saying, there are tenors, 
there are sopranos, and there is 
Rise Steve I expect any opera 
compa! today to pay her the 
highest fee possible. I didn’t ask 
for any specific fee. I simply said 
—no other artist should receive 
more money per performance. This 
includes expense reimbursements. 

Nobody in the world can accuse 
Rise of being mercenary, other- 
wise she would not have accepted 


your offer in the first place. She 
is looking forward to singing opera 
on the West Coast, but only if you 
initial the clause inserted by us. 


Walter Surovy be 
Semantics 
“As you can see,’ Miss Stevens 
continued, “there never was any 


question of wanting more than any 


one else. On July 1. my husband 
received in Rome the following 
cable from Miller: ‘Thanks you 
letter. Kise is being featured in 
two new productions at our top 
fee.” At this point my husband 
and I were thoroughly confused 
for once again the San Francisco 


Opera was admitting that $1,750— 
was the top fee. When then their 
reluctance to guarantee this in the 
contract? My husband cabled Mil- 
ler back ‘Must have clause 
initialed.’ It was at this point 
when all negotiations ceased. The 
company eventually announced 
that I would not be singing with 
the company because of failure to 
‘(reconcile 


certain differences re- 
garding contractual provisions.’ 
The news of the announcement 


reached me the day of my arrival 
here in London. 

“It has, of course, become obvé 
ous to me now that the San Fran- 
cisco Opera never intended to live 
up to its original agreement 
Frankly, I first became suspicious 
of a so-called top fee being a very 
arbitrary affair last Spring, when 
one of my colleagues, a brilliant 
singer, told me that she also had 
signed with the San Francisco 
Opera Company at their top-fee 
and mentioned that fee to $1,500 
I said nothing to her. After al! 
that was not my province 

Hits ‘Side-Deals’ 

“Ata later point I learned that so 
called side-deals exist with many 
foreign artists and rumor has it that 
one artist not long ago received tra- 
vel-expenses-for-two from Europe 
to the United States and back not 
only from one American company 


but from three, without ever 1 
turning home to his country but 
going straight from one op 
company to the other I would 


call this a very happy tax-dodge 
I have also heard, although I can- 
; 
| 


not prove it, that several foreign 
artists receive living-expenses 

the form of ‘rehearsal reimburse 
ment.’ I would like to ask S 


there a difference if a foreign 
Ist must pay hotel expenses in San 


Francisco or if a New York 
must pay such expenses? Har 
I would think 

“As has been reported in the 
press, I instructed my lawver te 
prepare legal proceedings against 


the San Francisco Opera for libe 
and damages to my career. on 
Miller began his insulting remarks 


against me. One of the causes for 
this suit is Miller's statement 
‘She is a mezzo Mezzos neve 
draw as well as sopranos.’ In the 


first place this statement is stupid 
It is like saying that a_ blonde 
movie star can never be as popular 
as a brunette. Miller is also con- 
tradicting himself. He finally ad- 
mitted that Mario del Monaco was 


recelving more money than I, the 
same $1,750 as I plus sundry ex- 
pense reimbursements, but he did 
not mention a single soprano. I 
can only assume that he did not 





consider his sopranos as importan 
as Mario or me. He of 
wrong in this, since several of 


Is course 


sopranos are top names and | 
liant artists. And yet, that is 

I must interpret his statement 
Last but not least Miller's state 
ment about mezzos does not | 


water, since I do hold the box- 
office attendance record with s 
eral companies, including the 
Metropolitan. Francis Robinson of 
the Metropolitan has written 
about this in one of his published 
articles 

“I do agree with Mr. Miller on 
one point: Mario del Monaco is 
worth more than he is being paid 
I consider Mario not only a very 


dear friend but also a formidable 
artist. By the same token, I be- 
lieve that other artists should be 


paid more too, and that includes 
me. The solution to this not 
petty side-deals. Let's stop beating 
about the bush Let's make 
matters official! I did not take 
this stand for reasons of publicity, 
as has been hinted in one San 
Francisco quarter, but for a prin- 
ciple. Sacrificing more than $20.,- 
000 for a stunt is hardly my dish 


is 


of tea nor is it logical. But maybe 


| American 


just 
this. 


artists who are 
starting will benefit from 
Maybe the opera companies them- 


selves will benefit from it, too 
I certainly hope so. I hope that 
we will create a healthier and 
more honest musical picture.” 


The Woid From San Francisco 

San Francisco, Aug. 11. 
Washing out of contracted ap- 
pearances this fall of Rise Stevens 


Met mezzo-soprano, with the San | 
Francisco Opera was explained to} 
the press here as due to a demand 
by the singer that she be paid 
$100 more than any other artist. 
Local opera would assure her only 
that hers would be the highest fee 
it nez 

Revelatior the opera board 
chairman, Robe Watt Miller, that 
Met tenor! Mario Del Monaco 
would get re than Miss Stevens 
and that he as “worth a great 
eal e tha she at the box- 
office as ptomatic of the feel- 
ing ich the situation developed 

Miller also told the press that 
“Mezzos never draw as well as 
sopranos This opinion infuriated 
Rise Stevens and her husband- 
manager, Walter Surovy, in Lon- 
don readying for concerts in 
Russia Surovy was quoted by 
oceanic phone as saying he has 
authoriaed his New York attorney, 
Harold Stern, to sue the San Fran- 
cisco Opera for libel but Miller 
dismissed this as a publicity-seek- 
ing gesture 

Opera board chairman is also 


chairman of Pacific Lighting Corp 
He professes to be unperturbed by 


the libel tl 


Rains Fail To 


Dampen Strong 
Pix Biz in Arg. 


reat 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 4 
Ce nuous rains here this win- 
t ave not hurt the cinema box 
of fice vith exceptionally long 


almost all pix 
country 


Buenos Aires. In the 


assable roads have 
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Lystad MG Norway Mgr. 


Harald Lystad has been appo.nt- 
ed Metro’s manager in Norway by 
Morton A. Spring, president of 
Loew's International Corp 

Lystad succeeds Sverre Dulin 
who died recently. Lystad joined | 


Metro in Oslo in 1957 as a booker 
and was made sales manager that 
same year. 





To Make Film Honoring 
Ex-Mexican President 


Mexico City, Aug. 4 
Iron man Cardenas, ex-Mexican 
president who put through the so- 
called agrarian reform program 
in the Republic, is to be immortal- 
ized in a special production deal- 


ing with his achievement fo! 
Mexican farmers 

Still active in politics, General 
Cardenas has given his okay to 
project, with picture to be based 
on the book, “When Cardenas 
Gave Us The Earth.” Producing 
unit to be Clasa Films Mundiales 
and Armando Orive Alba, director 
said he'll not spare any expenses 
in making this a true-to-life 


documentary. 


Paris Show Biz 
~ Big This Summer 


Paris, Aug. 4 
Quite a n of film 


utors and exhibitors here, and reps 


im be! distrib- 


of Yank majors also feel that the 
old bromide about the summer 
months being downbeat periods 


for film-going is not necessarily so 


any more. They opine that the re- 


lease of mediocre fare and revivals 


} ‘ 








of secondary interest are what cut 
summer attendance more than the 
heat, lack of air conditioning in 
theatres here and vacations 
Right now the three French 
prize-winners of the Cannes Film 
Fest (‘Orfeu Negro,” “Hiroshima 
Mon Amour” and “The 400 Blows” 
are racking up solid biz. The also- 
rans, however, are finding it tough 
going. Hence, it is felt that certain 
strong pix are worth opening at 
present to cash in on the demand 
for good f fare. It also 
thought a fine pic can gain more 





this way and not run the risk of 
the big-scale competition as the 
season begins 

Yanks have done some summer 
scoring at the wickets with such 
pix as “Friendly Persuasior 
M-G) and “Quiet American UA) 
but do not seem disposed to un 
cork any rea big guns at present 

Legit, also traditionally dead at 
this time, still has three hardy the 
atres opening new shows, thoug 
they all happen to be revivals. The 
Theatre De Poche has a potent 
program of two August Strind 
berg plays, “The Strongest and 
The Creditors’ which make fo! 
fine theatre 

Theatre Montparnasse-Gaite has 
an old Alexandre Dumas opus 
Angele Theatre Des Arts came 
up with an old milieu piece on 
Montmarte, “Jesus Le Caille of 
Francis Careo. It is about a joy 


girl and her panderer. It is uneven 
theatre but an exploitable tour- 
istic affair via its candid look at 
one part of life in Paris. 

Boites are naturally trying for 
the visitors who want to live by 
night, as well the revue shows 
like the Folies-Bergere, Casino De 
Paris, Olympia and Concert Mayol 
Andre Malraux, Minister of Cul- 
ture, recently stated that he would 
henceforth create special cultural 
activities in the summer to have 
more attractions for tourists dur- 
ing the usually slow summer show 
biz months 


MET ‘AUDITIONS’ SET 
FOR MEXICAN FIRST 


Mexico City, Aug. 11 

Daniel Musie Assn., reveals that 
the Metropolitan Opera House 
“Auditions” will be-held for the 
first time in Mexico during Sep- 
tember. Association will coordin- 
ate the auditions, weeding out ap- 
plicants for finale probably in the 
National Auditorium 

With the first breaking cf the 
traditional restriction of auditions 
to the United States, the Associa- 
tion said that an “earnest effort” 
will be made to iffsure high cali- 
bre of contestants so that the Met- 
jropolitan Opera will extend the 
|auditions to Mexico on an annual 
| basis. 


as 





‘French Govt. Outlines Plans For 
Making Paris Real Tourist Mecca 


4s Paris, 


Aug 4. 
Ministry of 
far - reaching 
heatre setup 
now going in 
for extensive reforms in the tour- 
It is hoped 


| Andre Malraux's 
Culture, seeking 

changes in the state 
and film aid here 


is 


istic setup in France. 





that eventually the old adage of 
“the customer is always right” 
will apply to French tourism 

France, still one of the No. 1 
tourist attractions, especially for 
Yanks, has steadily been losing 
ground because of high prices, 
fairly unruly treatment of visitors, 
and a general slack in improve- 
ments in these matters and hotel 
space to keep up with needs. Tour- 
ism reins have been put in the 
hands of Jean Sainteny, the Com- 
missioner of Tourism 

Sainteny recently aired his pro- 
posed reforms, stressing his aim 
of modernizing the French tour- 
ism setup. At the same time, he 
would not lose the tremendous 


ill has for world trae 
A National Tourism 


pull France st 
velers today. 


Fund will come from government 
and private coffers to encourage 
investments in big scale reforms 
and building which may not pay 
off in the immediate future 
Hotel construction will be given 
first priority. Resort hotels would 


be especially watched since many 
are only parttime affairs and thus 
allowed to run down. All tourism 
will get equal treatment from the 
government, both mass and deluxe 


types. Another important angie 
will be an attempt to make Paris 
more enticing at the height of the 
tourist season in July and August. 
This is when about 2.000.000 Pari- 
sians take their vacations and 
most things are shut down in 
France. It thus makes Paris leas$ 
inviting when it should be more 


exciting. An attempt will be made 
to stagger vacations to keep Paris 











more active as well as keeping 
more show biz spots open for the 
tourist trade 

More restaurants will also be 
kept open, as well as a greater cul-, 
tural planning setup for these 
months. A bright Paris Season is 
being mulled for July-August 1960 
to give visitors a taste of Paris and 
its pleasures as they are during 


the regular There will also 
be an attempt to cut down on some 
of the many taxes plaguing 
economy-minded tourists 


season 


extra 





According to Sainteny there 
will also be steps to open new re- 
sort areas. A streamlining of many 
outmoded touristic things will al- 
so be hhttempted \ large new 
building to house all tourism fa- 
cets is also being studied. It is to 


be housed in Paris 

Show biz people are watching 
all this with interest because it 
could mean more work for artists 
during the tourisi season as well 
as more attendance at boites, re- 
vues, music halls and cinemas if 


more and happier visitors are-lured 
into France and Paris for longer 


Stavs 





. . 
Mex Quickies 
aaa Continued from page ll eee 


are the long-faced ones who mourn 
the “death” of a romantic era for 
fisticuffs and gun slinging. In the 
charro productions, this was always 
secondary to the singing and love 
making 

Prototype of the new face for 
the Mexican charro, is “Silver Bul- 
let in the Accursed Village.” From 


this, it can be seen that if they 
have changed the acting style, they 


have 
as vel 


not got around to the titles 

Hero of this Mexican oater 
is Julio Aldama, replete with Texas 
style sombrero, a beard, tin star 
and two guns, slung low. Rosa de 
Castilla is the leading lady and is 
dressed in crinoline and not the 
traditional regional costumes of the 
ranchero epics. 

This Mexican epic of the Far 
West is directed by Miguel M. Del- 
gado, whose accent is on the bang- 
ing of pistols, fist fights, the chase 
and the “bad guy” getting it in the 
end. And not one song. 

This pie is to be wrapped up in 
two weeks, at a cost of 700,000 
pesos ($56,000), a bargain-rate 
oater, if there ever was one. Crew 
is wondering how the public will 
take to it all, but the betting is 
that these new Mexican oaters are 
in the bag. 
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e.e e + Hi e 
Politics in Two Chinas Hit Pix 
The Red Continental Chinese and the Nationalist government on 


Taiwan island are playing the “what's one man’s meat is another 
man’s poison” game. And, for once, 20th-Fox is hoping the pattern 


will continue. 


Some time ago, Taiwan decided to change traditional ways. Sub- 
titles on films were to be run from left 
Then Red China announced it was doing 


wan switched right back again. 


Now, due to Red Chinese protests, Indonesia has banned “Inn 


of the Sixth Happiness.”’ So has 
wan will change its mind. 


Italo Spurt In 


Costume Specs 
Seen This Year 


Rome, Aug. 4. 








The costume spectacle, always a 
staple Italian film industry com- 
modity ever since earliest silent 
days. is in for probably its sharpest 
“revival” this year. Sudden spurt 
In activity in this sector is mainiy 
ascribed to some excellent home- 


territory and foreign business but 
even more to reportedly profitable 


sales to U.S. distribs of several 
such vehicles made in Italy during 
1958 


Undoubtedly influential in local 
production programs has been the 
impact of “Hercules” in the U.S. 


Joseph Levine also has bought a 
second “Hercules” pic and is re- 
portediy interested in the third, 
“Hercules Against Gods,” planned 


for 1960 production by Pietro Fran- 
cisci, who made the first two. 
This Yank importer also picked 


up “Aphrodite, Goddess of Love” 
while American-International re- 
cently grabbed “Sign of Rome,” 
which stars Anita Ekberg, and 
“Terror of Barbarians,” which has 
Steve Hercules”) Reeves and 


Chelo Alonso in the leads. 

Among other low and medium- 
budgeted spectacles (usually blend- 
ing such ingredients as color, wide- 
screen bigness, sex, foreign and/or 


exotic stars, and sometimes a re- 
ligious or pseudo-religious theme) 
made in Italy during 1958 were: 
“Sword and the Cross,” with 
Yvonne DeCarlo; “Revolt of the 
Gladiators,”’ with Georges Marchal: 
“Herod the Great,” with Edmund 
Purdom and Sylvia Lopez, and 


“Jerusalem Liberated.” 

Latest starrer, but on a higher 
budget and with a larger cast, is 
Lux-Gallone’s “Carthage in 
Flames.” Technicolor-Technirama 
affair featuring Jose Suarez, Anne 
Heywood, Pierre Brasseur and Dan- 
fel Gelin 

Others are due soon. Pietro Fran- 
cisci, who was in the U.S. for ad- 
vance on “Hercules,” will make the 
aforementioned third item in that 


series, and is also prepping “Archi-! 


medes,” in a similar vein. Ottavio 


Poggi'’s Liber Films has Victor Ma- | 


ture for the upcoming “Hannibal,” 
a Supercinescope and color produc- 
tion 

Glomer Film’s Enze Merolle also 
may trek to Yugoslavia for loca- 


tions on his announced “The Sara- | 


cens” (Technicolor - Technirama). 
Standard Productions’ Emmimmo 
Salvi has a “David and Goliath” in 
the books for this summer. 

Other announced projects in- 
clude “The Assyrian” ‘Farpe), 
with G. W. Chili directing; “Rome 
and Rape of the Sabines” (CID), 
to be shot in Ferraniacolor and 
Dyaliscope; “Road of the Giants,” 
in Eastmancolor, and “Woman of 


Pharaos,” both announced by Mario 
Siciliano of* CIMA International; 
“The Conqueror of the Orient” 
(TABOS Film). Documento Film 
plans at least three such items 
next year: “Salammbo,” “Thou- 
and One Nights,” and “Sapho, 


Priestess of Lesbo.” 


Mrs. Heyward Attends 

Hub Opening of ‘Porgy’ 

: Boston, Aug. 11. 

Sam Goldwyn's “Porgy and Bess” 
preemed for the trade Wednesday 
(5) and played to a sold out bene- 
fit for N. E. Baptist Hospital Thurs- 
day (6), opening for public on hard 
ticket Friday (7). 

The Astor broke in its new Todd- 
AO installation for the film. Among 
guests at the benefit preem was 
Dorothy 
Bose Heyward, and daughter, Jen- 








| 
| sir Tom O’Brien Denies Bias— 
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Heyward, widow of Du- | 


o right, as in the west. 
ikewise, whereupon Tai- 


Taiwan. 20th is hoping that Tai- 


DAVID BANKS LOSES JOB 





Job Became Unneeded? 








London, Aug. 4. 
David Banks, one of the organ- 
izers of the National Assn. of 
Theatre and Kine Employees, and 
secretary of the showman’s branch | 
of the union has been fired. Banks 
is alleged to have told his col- 


leagues that his dismissal was 
forced by Sir Tom O'Brien, gen- 
eral secretary of NATKE. But) 


O'Brien denies the charge. “I re- 
sisted the executive committee's 
Gecision, but in the course of our 
re-examination of our organization | 
policy Banks became redundant,” 
says O'Brien. 

West End backstage workers are 
considering protesting to O’Brien, 
and Independent Television work- 
ers held an emergency meeting to 
demand Banks’ reinstatement. 


Saroyans Cuff 
Script Skeered — 
Of Yugo Film 


Pula, Aug. 11. 
Yugoslavian film reps feel that 
Yank writer William Saroyvan ex- 
aggerated to the U.S. press the 
reasons why he could not get to-| 
gether with them on a film proj- | 
ect. | 
Saroyan was given a big wel-| 
come for his books, plays and films 
are well known and respected. 
There were talks of a film project 
and Saroyan decided to script and | 
direct a film for Avala Films here. | 
However the company reps asked | 
for a script for it has to be passed 
by a central committee before it 
can be made. 
Saroyan only had a few scenes 
jotted down and this sort of in- 
dividual approach to filmmaking 
was not acceptable and the project 
was called off. This is Yugoslav 
side of the matter. 


ITALO REDS SPONSOR 
TRICKY FILM BILL 


Rome. Aug. 4. 

A proposal for new film legisla- 
tion in this country, containing sev- 
eral potential booby traps for for- 
eign films, has been entered in the 
Italian Chamber by a group of 
communist and socialist deputies. 

Among the various suggestions 
for the oft-drastic changes in the 
current structure of the Italian in- 
dustry are the following: a 90% 
tax rebate te all films (feature 
length and shorts) spoken in their 
original language, with or without 
subtitles in another language; the 

| “regulation” of production of, or 
shooting of scenes for, foreign 
films within the borders of the 
Italian republic; the constitution 
of a special committee to supervise 
both the importation and the ex- 
port of all films, under the aegis 
of the Ministry for Foreign Com- 
merce. | 

Other clauses of the project deal 

mainly with such internal matters 
as the constitution of a fund for the | 
development of the Italian film. | 
The suggestion of a 90° tax rebate 
for all films shown in their -orig- 
inal language ‘i.e. not dubbed) is 
|maturally designed to place prac- | 
tically all foreign films (with the | 
exception of certain co-produced 
items) in an unfavorable tax posi- 
tion, knowing that subtitling, | 
much less original-language screen- 
ing, is practically unknown in this 
country, where a foreign film must 
be dubbed to have any chance of 
success, 

The other (above) restrictive 
clauses contained in the leftwing 











[the management 


| Proposal speak for themselves. 
| Many of these suggestions, inciden- 


nifer. 


Mrs. Heyward came here from 


the MacDowell Colony at Peter- | tally, were aired recently in Milan 
boro, N.H., where she met her late | at an assembly of the Italian Assn. 
husband who wrote “Porgy.” 
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Talent Groups Help Chi Go ‘Cultural’ 





Regal, Jamaica’s Newest, 
Opens; Airconditioned 
Bar, Cafe Included 


Kingston, Aug. 4. 
Regal Theatre, new Juxurious 
completely air-conditioned cinema 


seating 1,700 and built at a cost of | 


£250,000 (sterling) has 
here at Cross Roads, 
proclaims 
widest Todd-AO screen in the 
world,” measuring 70 ft. 9 inches 
wide by 40 ft. high. 

House is owned by Amalgamated 
Cinemas Ltd., newly formed Ja- 
maican company, and was designed 
by Drew Eberson, American archi- 
tect. The film chosen for the in- 
augural was Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein’s “South Pacific” (20th) which 
is scheduled to run six weeks, after 
which the theatre will release films 
from Warner Bros., Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer, 20th Century-Fox and 
Allied Artists. 

Karl McDonald, vice president 
of Warner Bros. Pictures flew in 
from New York to attend the open- 
ing Ceremony which was per- 
formed by Hon. G. C. Gunter, Cus- 
tos of St. Andrew. 

Cables of congratulations were 
received from Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein, Norton 
Ritchie of Allied Artists, George 
Skouras, president of Magna Pic- 
tures and many others. 

Jamaica Military Band present- 
ed a programme of songs from 
“South Pacific” as well as popular 
calypsos. 

An air - conditioned cocktail 
lounge and restaurant are among 
the many amenities of the Regal, 
which enjoys a commanding loca- 
tion overlooking the Cross Roads 
area. 

Dudley MacMillan of the State 
Theatre hailed its “costly, beauti- 
ful and luxurious” new rival in a 
complimentary display ad, adding 
“we share this confidence ... we 
believe fervently in. the future of 
the film industry in Jamaica and 
in the whole brilliant future of the 
island itself.” 


Italo Film Biz 
Likes Tax Cuts 


Rome, Aug. 4. 
News of the admission tax culs 
voted by the Italian House of Par- 
liament (must now be discussed 


opened 





| and ratified at its next September 


session by the Senate) has been 
received with a sigh of relief by 
the Italian film industry. It has 
been fighting for years to get such 
relief okayed. 

Despite some _ disappointment 
that the cuts were less drastic than 
desired and that a further (IGE) 
tax levy remained untouched, the 
local exhib sector expressed its 
general satisfaction and hope that 
the Senate would finalize the cut 
when it reconvenes. Speaking for 
ANICA, Eitel Monaco likewise wel- 
comed the cut, which had long been 
fought for by ANICA as well in 
the interests of the industry as a 
whole. Monaco feit that the ad- 
mission drop would bring “tangible 
advantages” to other industry sec- 
tors as well. 





Portugal’s Most Deluxe 
Hotel Partly Opened 


Lisbon, Aug. 4. 

Four years after the foundation 
was laid, the new Ritz Hotel has 
been partially opened here. All of 
the 300 rooms won't be opened 
until later in the fall. This will 
be the largest and most luxurious 
hotel in Portugal. 

It might have been constructed 
and managed by the Hiltons, but 
no agreement could be reached 


| with the Portuguese government 


The government didn’t want the 
place called the “Lisbon Hilton.” 
Now it is the Lisbon Ritz since 
managed by the Belgian company 
which owns the Ritz and the Pal- 
ace in Madrid and various other 
hotels in Europe. 


| NATIONAL SYMPH BACK 
| 





'99 Men Hit 19 Latin Republics 


For State Dept. 





| 
Washington, Aug. 11. 

National Symphony Orchestra 
|}returned home here today (Tues.) 
after completing the longest tour 
ever planned under the President's 
Special International Program for 
Cultural Presentations. 

During 12 weeks, the 99 musi- 
cians toured 19 countries in Cen- 
tral and South America, flying 
| more than 17,000 miles. Orchestra 
' played 68 concerts, eight more than 
planned when they left Washing- 
ton by plane May 20. Extras were 
largely for audiences of children. 

They were welcomed home by a 

band provided by Sam Jack Kauff- 
man, president of the D.C. local 

161, American Federation’ of 

Musicians 


Cantinflas Tops 
Cinerama At B.0.; 
Caracas Up 347, 


By IRA D. BECK 


Caracas, Aug. 4. 

During the first six months of 
1959 Caracas releases theatres 
registered a 34% increase in busi- 
ness over the same period last year 
which, of course, was the period of 
| the revolution. This despite exhibi- 
tors and distributors adhering to 
the Venezuela government-inspired 
“voluntary” top admission price of 
| $1.50, even for the blockbusters 
‘only exception was Cinerama’s 
“South Sea Adventure” which, due 
to high costs of installation, was 
permitted to charge $1.80 and 
$2.40). Increase is due in part to 
general excellence of product 
hypoed by two European film fes- 
tivals and the fact that there is 
more money in circulation this 
year. Also, middle-class audiences 
are apparently abandoning the 


with what | 
“the 





neighborhood houses which, if any- | 


thing, have dropped in their 
grosses, for the comfort of the 
deluxe firstrunners whose splash 
release policy manages to cover 
almost all sectors of the city. 

B.o. champ for this period was 
Columbia's Cantinflas starrer 
“Sube y Baja” (Up and Down). 
Grosses on this one almost doubled 
the runnerup Cinerama “South 
Sea Adventure” which was fol- 
lowed by the locally made “Yo y 
las Mujeres” (Me and the Gals) 
and the French “Les Amants.” 

Top 10 American grossers, after 
Cinerama, were “Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof” (MGM), “Vikings” (UA), 
“Inn of Sixth Happiness” (20th), 
“Gigi” (MGM), “Vertigo” (Par), 
“Dracula” (U), “Big Country” 
(UA), “Indiscreet” (WB), “I Want 
To Live” (UA), and “Compulsion” 
(20th). 


‘PET,’ ‘HOUSE’ PACING 
U.S. PIX IN SANTIAGO 


Santiago, Aug, 4. 

Longruns are taking over in the 
cinemas of this Chilean capital. 
Record holder is the Argentine 
entry, “El Truneo Entre las Hojas” 
(Thunder Among the Leaves), now 
in 28th stanza at the Ritz. Second 
place draw between “Las Piernas 





de Dolores” (Die Beine von 
Dolores) (Star), and “La Ultima 
Noche del Titanic’ (A Night to 


Remember) (Rank), in their eighth 


week at the King and Bandera, 
respectively. 
“Heroica” (Lautaro), German 


film dedicated to depicting Bee- 
thoven’s life, is ringing up seven 
weeks at the Nilo while “Sissi 
Emperatriz” (Die Junge Kaiserin) 


(Filmunion) has racked up fwe 
stanzas at the Lido. 
“Hoyoyo, Repartidor” (Le Tri- 


porteur) (Leofilms) moved into its 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 


| Culture will have it in spades 


| here all through August with the 

Festival of Americas, prelude to 
the upcoming Pan Am Games and 
| first cultural venture of its kind 
in Chicago. It opened quietly over 
the weekend, with dinner for civie 
| VIPs and a chamber concert fol- 
lowing at the Art Institute. 

A dispersed program of drama, 
folk ballet, opera, symphonic, 
{chamber and folk music, and the 
‘other fine arts, it is by design a 
gesture to further the understand- 
ing between the countries of the 
Western Hemisphere; and although 
the U. S. and Canada are being 
represented in the Games (being 
played in the U. S. for the first 
time) the cultural spotlight will 
be mainly on nations south of the 
border. 





Mexican Ballet 

Many of the programs will be 
free to the public, chiefly those 
presented in neighborhood parks, 
the Grant Park Bandshell or at 
various museums at libraries. Not 
free is the Opera de Camara of 
Argentina, appearing at Orchestra 
| Hall Aug. 28 to Sept. 1; the Modern 
| Ballet of Mexico, performing at 
| the Opera House the week of Aug. 
24: the Puerto Rican Theatre 
Group doing “Los Solos Truncos” 
in Spanish at Goodman Theatre; or 
the Shaw Society's week of “one 
man shows,” Aug. 25-Sept. 4, with 
| Ruth Ford, Zachary Scott, Hans 
| Conried and Vincent Price. 

Miss Ford and Scott will perform 
| tandem in readings from the plays 
‘and poetry of Garcia Lorca and e.e. 
cummings. Conried will read one 
of Shaw’s most overlooked plays, 
|“Dear Dorothy,” and Price will 
give readings from Whistler, Whit- 
man, and (Tennessee) Williams. 
Shaw Society programs are being 
held at the Bal Tabarin of the 
Sherman Hotel, admissions scaling 
from $1 to $3. 

28 Drama Performances 

In all there will be 28 drama 
performances in five separate the- 

atres in the Festival. Spanish ver- 
|sion of “Los Solos Truncos” at 
Goodman will have a $1 admis- 
| sion: the English version, “House 
| on Cristo Street,” will be free, the 

difference being that the former is 

performed by an imported group 
while the latter is done by Chi's 

Community Theatre Inc. Amateur 

group is donating its work without 

remuneration from either the city 
or the Pan American committee 
and is also doing a second play, 

“The Cage in the Tree,” by Chilean 

author Luis A. Heiremans, at Thea- 

tre-on-the-Lake in Lincoln Park. 

Completing the drama _ events 
will be a production of “Wizard of 
Oz” by Harand Camp of the Thea- 
tre Arts for the moppets of Latin 
American participants in the 
Games. It'll be presented at De 
Paul Center Theatre on Wedses- 
day (12), performed in English but 
with a Spanish narration. 

Chicago Symphony Orch {s kick- 
ing in with free public concerts at 

| Grant Park, conducted by Brazilian 
| maestro Eleazor Carvalho Aug. 19- 
23. Soloists will be Jorge Bolet, 
the Cuban pianist, and Aldo Pari- 
sot, cellist from Brazil. Composer 

Alexander Tcherepnin, who resides 

in Chicago, has offered a composi- 

tion for world preem during the 
festival, “Symphonic Prayer for 

Peace.” 

The Chi Symph concerts, as well 
as those by Fine Arts String Quar- 
tet (at Museum of Science and 
Industry) and Chicago Chamber 
Orch (at Art Institute) will accent 
the music of contemporary Latin 
America. 

Slated to tour neighborhood 
parks from Aug. 12 to 18 are such 
import groups as the Mexican 
Tipica Orchestra, with singers and 

| dancers; Mexican Folk Art En- 
semble; and Ballet de San Juan of 
Puerto Rico. 

Ravinia Park, longhair al fresco 
concert hall on the north shore, 
has booked Mexican maestro Carlos 
Chavez for an all Latin American 








third session at the Pacifico, as did| program during the Festival, and 
“Ensename a Querer” (Teacher's | the Chi Tribune's annual Chicago- 
Pet) (Par) at the Astor. “La Man-/| land Music Fair on Aug. 22 will 
sion Secreta” (House on Haunted | devote part of iis show to Latino 
Hill) (AA) was held over a second | music in recognition ef the Pan 
| frame at the Real. Am events. 
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At 3 a.m. on Aug. 3 the New York CBS-TV outlet signed off a 
1931 vintage Paramount film, “Along Came Youth,” with the ob- 
servation, “Never before on tv—and maybe never again,” perhaps 
establishing a “first” for a video station in unwittingly admitting 
it showed a blooper. 

It might be hard to figure but Alten Cook in the World-Telegram & 
Sun says of Rowland Y. Lee’s “The Big Fisherman”; “Boxoffice appeal 
has been considered secondary.” Lee was financed completety by Wait 
Disney. 

William J. Heineman, UA v.p. in charge of distribution, is taking his 
three sons to Montana next month to go elk hunting . . . Lopert Films’ 
new exploitation package: “Rape of Malaya” (formerly the Rank film 
“A Town Called Alice”) and “Beast of Marseilles.”. . . 20th-Fox prez, 
Spyros P. Skouras, has left Russia and spent the weekend in Warsaw 
._. , Astor and Normandie Theatres daydating “Devil's Disciple” start- 
ing Aug. 20. The Normandie won the picture on a bid. 

Mo Rothman, shifted from UA’s Continental supervision, to home- 
office executive post, and just returned to U.S. after long residence in 
Paris, takes off again Aug. 23 on five-week South American supervi- 
sory sales swing. ... The honeymooning Nate Cummings (former Jo- 
anne Ruth Toor: they were married Sunday, Aug. 9, at the Hotel Pla- 
za) will tour Italy, France, Russia and England before taking up resi- 
dence in Chicago and Palm Beach where the Loew's Inc. board mem- 
ber (he is also board chairman of Consolidated Foods Corp.) main- 
tains homes. 

Christina Crawford, daughter of Joan Crawford, will make her film 
debut in “Dusk to Dark,” cn original screenplay by Rudy Martinelli. 
Pic will be filmed this fall in N.Y. by Glomar Productions, an indie 
outfit .. . B. G. Kranze, v.p. of Stanley Warner Cinerama, off to South 
America to represent the company at the Cinerama preem in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. He'll also onceover the Cinerama operation in Buenos 
Aires and will visit Chile, Peru and Venezuela where Cinerama deals 
are pending .. . Maurice “Red” Silverstein, v.p. of Loew's Interna- 
tional, to the Coast for a week of conferevce with production chief 
Sol C. Seigel on the production plans for pictures to be made by Metro 
in England, Spain and Germany for release in the country of origin. 

Universal's pub-ad v.p. David A. Lipton returned from Europe and 


stopped over in Gotham before Coasting . . . Rebert Cohn, Columbia | 


studio exec, in N.Y. for several days of conferences with prexy Abe 
Sehneider on studio activities. Cohn, last surviving son of Jack Cohn, 
is also expecied to discuss his family’s stock position in the company 


. Metro pub-ad veepee Howard Strickling in from the Coast for | 


homeoffice confabs. He arrived Monday (10) when eastern publicity 
manager Dan Terrell returned from vacation . . . Vincente Minnelli, 
accompanied by art director Preston Ames and assistant director Wil- 
liam MeGarry, in Gotham on a pre-production surveys for Metro’s 
film version of “The Bells Ave Ringing.”. . . Americo Abeaf, Univer- 
sal's foreign general manager, off to Europe . . . Albert Zugsmith pro- 


duced Universal's “Written on the Wind’ and not Ress Hunter (di- | 


rector) as erroneously indicated in Variety recently ... Arthur Krim 
and Rebert Benjamin, president and board chairman respectively, are 
so closely linked in the operations of United Artists that a Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America handout had Krim listed as Benjamin Krim .. . 
Charles B. Moss, president of B. S. Moss Theatres, on the Coast to 
look ever new product for his Broadway showcases—the Criterion and 
Forum .. . Michael Maekay, film editor of Newsweek since 1957, shifts 
with his family next week to the mag’s Los Angeles bureau to cover 
Hollywood tv, pix and general entertainment. 

Halsey Raines reporting from London: Sir Carol Reed will interpo- 
late 10-day Salzburg holiday before resuming at Shepperton studios 
to edit “Our Man In Havana”. . . Sir Alee Guinness will have minor 
surgery, then go to States for a Dick Powell film. Noel Coward will be 
in Switzerland a month. Ernie Kevaes scatters to Hollywood where he’s 
due for Kim Novak’s “Strangers When We Meet” at Columbia. Sir 


Ralph Richardson is back with the London legiter, “The Complaisant | 


Lover” which will move to Broadway in midwinter . . . Jo Morrow 
went from the “Havana” film to Spain where Charles Schneer is shoot- 
ing “Gulliver's Travels.” Reed will have a soundtrack by a Cuban orch- 
estra now in London . .. Meanwhile Raines, the far-wandering Amer- 
ican publicist, has a brief zssignment in Ireland for United Artists in 
connection with Robert Mitchum’s “A Terrible Beauty.” 

Starting Sept. 1, Toei News of Japan, in association with the Asahi 
TV News, will provide Japanese theatres with a free newsreel. It's 


a promotion gimmick, and the other Japanese reels are up-in-arms | 
Val Coleman is the new assistant publicity manager at United Ar- 


tists 


Erlangen's college newspaper in Germany polled its student body 
on one of those “worst actors” polls and the choices were about 50-50 | 


betweeu German and Anglo-U.S. selections, as follows: Remy Schnei- 
der, Diana Dors, Jayne Mansfield, Conny (Germany's teenage starlet), 
Toni Sailer, Peter Kraus, Elvis Presley. 

Joseph S. Hummel recuping at Divonne-les-Bains, a French spa in 
Ains, until the end of this month and thence to Mallorca, where the 
former Continental sales chieftain for Warner Bros. and his, wife, Le- 
ona, have built a house which is just nearing completion. 

Phil Gerard, Universal's eastern publicity manager, to Europe to 
join Mrs. (Lillian) Gerard, managing director of N.Y.’s Paris Theatre 
. . . Joseline Kubitschek, president of Brazil, will attend the premiere 


of Cinerama at the Comodore Theatre in Sao Paulo on Aug. 14.. .) 
Karl E. Fasick, in charge of pub-advertising for Loew's Boston Thea- | 


tres, is resigning on Sept. 1. to engage in public relations in the Bos- 
ton area. Lou Brown, for the past 19 years pub-ad director of Loew’s- 
Poli New England Theatres, will succeed to the Boston post and will 
continue to supervise the promotion of the Loew’s-Poli Theatres .. . 
Famous Players circuit of Canada has snared exclusive “Ben-Hur” en- 
gagements for Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. 

Paul Massie, star of Anthony Asquith’s “Orders to Kill,” on visit to 
Ottawa, home burg, with his actress-bride Anne MacPherson. His fath- 
er is a clergyman. Massie has been in two other British films, not yet 
released th's side: “Libel” with Olivia de Havilland and “Sapphire.” 
On return to Engiand next month he'll play Romeo on stage in Lon- 
don. Neither he nor the Juliet nor the director, he says, have ever done 
Shakespeare betore 

Joan Staiey, who finished a role in Universal's “Spartacus,” came 
east to test for one of the leads in “Pretty Boy Floyd,” which Herb 
Loder is producing . . . Joan Selznick, Columbia's eastern talent execu- 
tive, to the Coast for two weeks . . . Maria Callas might make her film 
debut in a non-singing role as a Greek partisan in Carl Foreman’s “The 
Guns of Navarone,” which Columbia will release. 

“Kitty, I Hardly Knew You,” was authored by oldtime show busi- 
ness press agent and script writer Edward McSorley. It's his second 
novel and via Doubleday. Writer's son is Lars MeSorley, publicity chief 
of Allied Artists in the east. 

Sidney Carroll set to write the screenplay of Robert Rossen’s new 
film for United Artists—“The Hustler.”. . . Metro has set 31 nation- 
wide previews to kick off “It Started With a Kiss,” Debbie Reynolds- 
Glenn Ford starrer, as its first major attraction for the 1959-60 fiscal 
year beginning Sept. 1. Sales chief Jack Byrne has already set exclu- 
sive Labor Day engagements in 123 situations. 

Bryna wound up six months of shooting on “Spartacus,” the $9,- 
000,000 spectacie . . . Tiger Productions of Canada imported 15 Hol- 
lywood technicians for “Kirby’s Gander” to be shot in Alberta... 


‘Chi, Blurb-Filming Center, Dreams 





Of Shooting Economy-Style Features 


Think Russians Oughta Pony Up 


[FOR ADDED INTER-NEGATIVES] 


Several of the U.S. companies feel that the Soviets should pay 
for one of the two inter-negatives they're asking the Yank outfits 
to send to Moscow on each of the 10 American pictures the Rus- 
sians have bought. 

Question of how to handle this problem is up to each individual 
outfit. Under the basic agreement, the Americans agreed to furnish 
pre-print materiel. The Soviets came back with a request for two 
inter-negatives on each picture. It’s not an issue on anything but 
the color films. The Russians haven't explained why they need two 
copies of each. 

The companies are, of course, willing to make one inter-nega- 
tive, but most of them feel they shouldn’t be asked for two. If the 
Russians want double they can have it, but they should pay for 
one of the copies, the companies feel. 

The Russians have purchased 10 Hollywoed films. The Americans 
have taken seven Soviet features. The price, identical for both 
sides, is $67,000 for widescreen films and $60,000 for standard size 
releases. 


When Cary Grant Speaks About Films, 
Message Reaches the People 


As chairman of the company 
|pub-ad directors committee of the 
| Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
Charles F. Simonelli is hailing the 
efforts of Cary Grant in promoting 
the motion picture industry during 
his tour on behalf of Metro's 
“North By Northwest.” 
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DOFF-ROONEY PROJECTS 


Huddles On With Metre And 
Columbia for 1960 











Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Red Doff meets with Metro and | 
/out the 1960 program of Fryman 
Columbia execs this week to map 
|Enterprises, indie film unit in 
‘which he’s partnered with Mickey | 
Rooney. 

To be discussed will be a four- 
feature slate which will include 
three pix to star Rooney, and at 
this point there's no indication as 
to whether the program will be 
divided between studios or filmed 
for one. 

One of the properties involved 
in the Fryman schedule is “Teth- 
ers End,” mystery novel by Mar- 
gery Allingham, which will be 
filmed in London. 

Fryman’s next project {s ‘“Plati- 
num High School,” the last of 
three co-productions with Albert 
Zugsmith, which rolls next month 
at Metro. Doff just finished pro- 
ducing “The Private Lives of 
Adam and Eve,” co-production 
| with Zugsmith, for release by Uni- 
versal-International. |tainment for enjoyment’s sake. 


| | “In the immediate future ahead, 


B ee } Lion’s $429 250 we're to see complete rejuvenation 


of the theatre physical plaats as 
Loss Below Previous Yr. 


we know them—greater comfort, 
improved sound and projection, 

London, Aug. 4 
British Lion Films Ltd. group 


and, more importantly, the emerg- 
ence of the audience as ‘participat- 
showed a loss of $429,250 last year, | —_ meal ig ‘a 

| compared with $994,000 in the year By this I mean the presence of 
ended March 31, 1958, after mak- motion pictures not unlike Cine- 
ing provision of $428,000 for "m4 and Todd-AO wherein the 
lesses on films. The accounts of spectator feels himself or herself 
Shepperton Studios Ltd. weren't Very much ‘part’ of the action on 
consolidated: this cc ipany showed ‘he screen. In effect, then, the 
'a loss of $66,400. 

In his statement to stockholders, 

chairman Douglas Collins of Brit- 
ish Lion refers to operating econo- 


by Allen M. Widem in The Hart- 
ford Times, Simonelli declared: “I 
feel that when an important star 
‘of our industry like Grant takes 
upon himself this type of mission 
of talking about the future of our 
industry, he really succeeds in get- 
ting a message right to the public 
and he should be commended by 
the industry press. 

Grant's comments which aroused 
Simonelli’s enthusiasm included: 
“To my way of thinking the mo- 
tion picture won't be outdistanced 
by existing leisure-time competi- 
tion—and I mean specifically such 
newcomers as television and the 
like—for the simple reason that 
there is nothing, absolutely noth- 
ing, that can outrank the motion 





improved over existing elements. 
Architecturally, the motion picture 
theatre of the future will be un- 


mies effected. He declared that if "valed in any entertainment 

current productions prove on Phase 

balance to be profitable, it may be “And when we come down to 

| possible to avoid further losses in the over-vital ingredient of story 

future. eontent, I don’t believe we've 
In his capacity of Shepperton scratched the bottom yet. There 

Studios Ltd. topper, Collins is greater accent on script quality, 


pointed to the completion of the 
repair and modernization program. 
He cited that Shepperton has been 
fully occupied since early June 


as much perhaps as acting, but the 
necessary thinking—of looking 
ahead with confidence in the me- 
dium—is very much with us.” 


Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Gold Bug” gets a production start Sept. 21 
by Benedict Bogeaus .. . Irving Pincus planning a theatrical feature 
of tv’s “The Real McCoy’s with Walter Brennan reenacting his video 
role . . . Hugo Fregonese wil! direct Samuel Bronston’s “Don Quixote” 
in Spain next year .. . Cast and crew of “The Franz Liszt Story” 
turned from Europe for six weeks of additiona! shooting . Alex Gor- 
don planning to produce “I Was a Fugitive From a Diet” to cash in 
on the reducing craze .. . Jerry Bresler will take “Gidget” to Hawaii 
after he completes the Dick Clark starrer, “Because They're Young.” 
|. . .“False Echo,” drama of the coal mines, will location in Harlan 
County, Ky. 

Jennifer West, young player under contract to producer Jerry Wald 
at 20th-Fox, is appearing as Anne in the production of “Diary of Anne 
| Frank” at the Southbury (Conn.) Playhouse . . . Teri Schwartz, nine- 
|year-old daughter of Fred Schwartz, prez of Distributors Corp. of 
| America, won first place in an AAU swim meet at Lake Placid. She got 


a gold medal for beating out the rest of her age group in the 50-yard | 


jrace ...A flotilla of Royal Navy ships will! visit key U.S. ports in con- 
| nection with the American openings of 20th-Fox's “Sink the Bismarck.” 
| Sailing up the St. Lawrence Seaway, the ships will become the first 
| foreign naval fleet vessels to anchor at Chicago, Detroit, Duluth and 
| Cleveland . . . Frank Capra and Mrs. Capra leave for Brazil Aug. 18 
| to address film confabs in Rio and Sao Paulo. 


Citing an interview, as recorded | 


picture theatre in terms of enter- | 


viewing area will be tremendously | 


re- | 


By JACK PITMAN 
Chicago, Aug. 11 

Chicago is starting to make 
noises like a feature film produc 
| tion centre—and it's already pal- 
| pitating local talent thirsting for 
| almost any activity. 

Theatreman Charles Teitel was 
the first to declare plans for a 
Chi-shot production, and now he's 
followed by ex-commercial film 
| producer Herschel Lewis (& Mar- 
| tin). Latter is casting a feature 
| aimed at the juvenile market, with 


|lensing to start Aug. 24 at the 
| Fred Niles commercial film shop 
lon the west side. 

| Just when Teitel’s venture will 
get off the ground appears moot 
at the moment, since a completed 
scenario still isn’t available. 

Both he and Lewis say they'll 
| cast from the local talent pool as 
much as possible, and since the 
Windy City is a major producer of 
|tele-blurbs and industrial pix, 
| there’s no shortage here of Screen 
|Actors Guild members. Lewis, 
whose pic will come out under his 
Mid-Continent Films banner, prom- 
ises a slate of two or three features 
annually if the first one develops 
into a boxoffice success. That it 
stands a good chance is likely from 
its modest $250,000 budget, what- 
ever its artistic merit. Deal has 
been worked out for Irwin Josephs’ 
Essanjay Films tv release for Mid- 
Continent. 

Firm's initial effort was scripted 
by Robert Abel, ex-20th-Fox, and 
writer of the current sci-fi pic, 
“Giant Behemoth” for Allied Art- 
ists. Gordon Weisenborn, a Niles 
lot staffer, will direct. Pic has 18 
speaking parts, and while Lewis 
| hopes to fill them with locals, he's 
not ruling out the possibility he 
may have to import a name or two 
from either the Coast or Broadway. 

Lewis says his prime reason for 
undertaking production here is one 
of money, pointing out that a ma- 
| jor factor in Chicago's success as 
a commerciail-industrial film cen- 
tre has been the one of economy, 
enabling the town to compete with 
Hollywood's and New York's ex- 
tensive facilities 

While conditions are generaliy 
favorable for production here, pro- 
ducers haven't always found the 
town's officialdom as cooperative 
|}as they might wish. In the past, 
‘even crews shooting pictures for 
j}various federai agencies and de- 
partments complained of minimal 
or no official hospitality. And a 
current case in point is the cold- 
shoulder that greets location shoot- 
ing for NBC-TV's “M’ Squad” se- 
ries. Such treatment is in stark 
contrast to the glad-handing on 
the Coast given to such teleshows 
as “Dragnet” and “The Lineup.” 

All the same, Lewis doesn’t an- 
ticipate too muchdifficulty in this 
respect. Barring any serious trou- 
ble, he hopes to have his initialer 
wrapped up by late October, with 
release planned for sometime be- 
fore the year is out. 


BERGER, NILES TO 
ADDRESS OHIO MEET 


Cincinnati, Aug. 11. 

Two prominent Allied States 
leaders are emerging from retire- 
ment (as spokesmen) to appear and 
spea’. at the Allied Ohio Vailey 
meeting here Sept. 15-16, Rube 
Sher, chairman of the joint con- 
vention, revealed here this week. 

Bennie Berger, of North Central 
Ailied and traditionally an Allied 
firebrand, and Charles Niles, of 
Allied of lowa-Nebraska, will be 
attending their first conventions in 
a number of years. Their return to 
active participation in exhibitor 
, affairs, Sher said, is based on their 
conviction that present industry 
conditions “are so bad that the fu- 
ture of the independent motion pic- 
ture exhibitor is in grave danger.” 

Sher also disclosed that Ted 
Lewis will be the featured enter- 
tainer at the Beverly Hills Coun- 
| try Club for the convention night 
party. 

The Allied Ohio Valley indoor 
| theatre convention is being jointly 
sponsored by the West Virginia, 


| 








‘Indiana and Kentucky Allied units 
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Ghost of Dragstrip 


Hellow 

oves into a haunted 

int turns out to be 

over from monster 

ere’s also a feud with 
and some nominal 


narket at which 
ed will charge it off 
inity, but the Juvess 
dig some of the mu- 
which are unsub- 
plugs for American 
Records: “Charge,” 
Geronomo,’’ 
r and “He's My 
vhich are catchy 
e right beat 

e it's virtually impos- 
individual actors 
is so poor and the 
perfunctory. The edit- 
y and abrupt but it’s 
this is the editors’ 
Otherwise the tech- 
atisfactory. Whoever 
f the props together 
Thinking Hotrod) prob- 

ne fun Glen. 


Kind of Woman 


Sophia Loren and Tab Hunter 


City remance. Only 
indicated. 


Hollywood, Aug. 6 
release of a Carlo Ponti 
i production. Stars Soph 
ab Hunter; co-stars Jack 
! Nichols, Keenan Wynn 
ers Directed by Sidney 
‘ lay Walter Bernstein 

by Robert Lowry: cam 
ifman editor, Howard 
niele Amfitheatrof. Pre 
Fox Wilshire Theatre Aug 
ne, 92 MIN 











Sophia Loren 
Tab Hunter 
Jack Warden 
Barbara Nichols 
Keenan Wynn 
George Sanders 
everal brilliant touches, 
of Woman” is not sat- 
m drama. The Carlo 
llo Girosi production 
ide along the surface 
uently slicing into what 
interesting relation- 
an idealistic young 
her man’s mistress. 
ia Loren and Tab 
narquee bait, but, in 
ount pie’s salable ele- 
questionable 
sidney Lumet is re- 
f nost of the note- 
lings in “That Kind of 
| his direction of indi- 
lence - particularly 
York-bound train— 
Walter Bernstein’s 
f a story by Robert 
ns literate dialog as 
ither thought-pro- 
le But the tale, as it 
I uited to True 


lan to serious film- 


a young (23) para- 
ut to go overseas dur- 
War II. Aboard a train 
f a last visit home, he 
hia Loren, an_ exotic 
ng kept by a wealthy 

He fails in love with 
despite her attempts to 

he stays around long 
in her love. The ulti- 
t pits the luxury of her 
istress against the love 

enjoy with Hunter 
decision to forsake 

) with Hunter seems 
re would have been no 
in episode—had she 
n is quite good, espe- 
miore sensitive scenes 
does little more than 
k hurt. Highlight of 

ndisputedly is Jack 


cneming G.I., whose | 


1as crop up at propitious 
e is responsible for the 
| amusing moments and 

itter, its best drama 
1S plays what could 

ond-team mistress 
that no one wants to 
her feelings create a 





portrayal Keenan 
e and suitably cold as 
cort, a » San- 
e self as “The Man.’ 


ulman’s photography is 
and the use that he 
Lumet made of their 
locations is extraordi- 
technical point of 
film rings audibly true 


-rate assists come from 


by Howard Smith, top 


James Gleason and 


Grenzbach, realistic art di- 


Hal Pereira and Roland 
and an interesting musi- 
by Daniele Amfitheatrof. 
Ron. 





‘The Miracle of the Hills 


(C’SCOPE) 
Inspirational western for Bible 
Belt market. 





Hollywood, Aug. 4 
20th-Fox release of Associated Pre 
ducers production. Stars Rex Reason, Nan 

Leslie, Betty Lou Gerson. Features The 
Bryant, Charles Arnt, J North June 


Vincent, Paul Wexler, Ken Maver. Kelton 
Garwood, Claire Carleton Tom Dal 
Tracy Stratford, Gil Smith, 1. Stanford 


Jolley Gene Roth, Gene Collins. Cec 
Elliott. Pat O’Hara, Vince Townsend J 


Producer, Richard E. Lyon Direc 
Paul Landres; screenplay, Charies Hoff 
man editor, Betty Steinberg camera 


Flovd Crosby; music, Paul S te Be 

Shefter art director Lyle R. Wheeler 
john Mansbridge. Previewed at the stud 

July 29, ‘59. Running time, 73 MINS. 


Scott Macauley Rex Reas 
Alison Wingate Theona Brya 
Davey Leonard Ja Nor 
Mark Leonard Gilbert Smitt 
Laurie Leonard ..... Tracy Stra t 
Sheriff Crane ee Gene R 

Dr. Tuttle ocse I, Stanword Jolle 
Silas Jones one Gene Collins 
Seth Jones ° we Kelton G wood 
Sam Jones euttus Paul Wexler 
Milo Estes jenn Kenneth Mave 
Mrs. Leonard June Vir 
Lucky . Pat O’Har 
Mike ° I Da 
Miss Willowbird ee Cecil El 
“uzzy , Charles Arnt 
Sally Claire Carleto 
Joanne Tashman Nan Leslie 
Kate Peacock Betty Lou Gerson 
Harry Vincent Townsend Jr 


“The Miracle of the Hills” is a 
budget inspirational western made 
with the “Bible Belt” primar 
in mind. However, it’s good enough 
not only to do well in that mark 
but also to fill programs in 
sophisticated situations 

Rex Reason portrays a rugged 
Episcopal minister who takes o 
a run-down parish in a western 
mining town during the 1880s. A 
former prostitute (limned by Bett 
Lou Gerson) has inherited t 
town’s only means of livelihood 





an anthracite coal mine, and, moti- 


vated by vengeance, has become 
the town’s malevolent despot 

The preacher alternately fight 
for improvements and 





mine owner against a mob. Ulti- 


mately, she has a change of heart 
when three lovab’e children, wh 
her vengeance has indirectly or- 


phaned, are trapped in a mine 
flood. The “miracle” is the ¢ - 
dren's rescue when an earthquake 
unjams a safety door whi ( 
causing the water ti 





The numerous side plot 

include the minist S 
interest with a nic 
warmly portrayed by Nan Le 








the death of the chila 1's ed 
mother, played with k 
by June Vincent; refor t 


the town drunk (Charles Arnt 
of the town bullies ‘Kelton ¢ 
wood, Paul Wexler and Gene ¢ 
lins) all of whom do we 
Miss Gerson, a vet troupe! 1 
in her customarily strong chara 
terization and numerous bit ] 
ers are given chances to shine 


imaginatively conceived roles. R 
son's hatural portraval co 
across effectively Charles Ho 
man’s script, corny t 1 
overall concept may be, is fu 


bright dialog and the morality 1 
neatness to which the screen; 
is fated is modified by Hoffmar 
intelligent and gutsy character 
struction. Theona Bryant does 





Director Paul Landres, assisted 
by cinematographer Floyd Crosby 
has provided some nice extra 
touches @.g., a grave digg 
humanely pauses until the be- 
reaved is out of view) whi 
uncommon in pictures of 
budget level. Producer R 
Lyons makes full use of the facil 
ties of the 20th-Fox lot to pack a 
lot of production value onto 
screen, helped by fi 
rection by Lyle R. Wheele: 
John Mansbridge. It's welded 
gether neatly by editor B 
Steinberg G 


Yellowstone Kell» 
(COLOR) 
Television names in a_ well- 
made western meller add up 

to good prospects. 


Hollywood, Au 7 





arner Bros. production and rele € 

s Clint Walker Edd Byrnes 
Russell features Ray Dantor \ 
Martin, Claude Akins, Rhodes Reas 
Gary Vinson Warren Oates D 


by Gordon Douglas Screenpl 
Kennedy from book by Clay 





camera Carl Guthrie m I 1 
Jacksor edits William Z le Pre 
viewed Academ Awards The 
Beverly Hills uly 2% 59. Rur g 

91 MINS 

Kelly Clint Walke 
Anse iward B es 
Gall John Russe 
Sayapi Ray Dar 
Sergeant eeevece Claude Akins 
Maj. Towns a Rhodes Reason 
Wahleeah oes Andra Martin 
Lieutenant Gary Vinson 
Corporal Warren Oates 





“Yellowstone Kelly” is a well- 
made western with three top tele- 








is the 





‘he 30 Foot Bride of 
Candy Rock 


spoof for family 
and children’s market starring 














in the town of Candy !a boxoffice attraction. 


bait: | Rock. Except for Artie’s business, 


the town’s entirely owned by a 
humorously despotic gubernatorial 


candidate named Uncle Raven 
Gale Gordor Artie, of course 


love’s Raven's niece, Emmy Lou, 
; 


portrayed by Dorothy Provine 
Artie, with the help of a photo- 


graphic memory, is a self-taught 

scientist and s invention, Max 

should be able t do practically 
+ } 


anything, except that it has Artie’s 
confused personalit 

When Emmy Lou inexplicabl; 
there’s some nonsense about a mys- 


terious cave—grows to phenomenal 








height, the machine's too cor 

to help. Misunderstanding 

explanation that Emmy 

bigger Uncle Raven orders h 

to marry the git vhnhich he glad 

does 

Before Max gets unconfused and 

gets Emmy Lou back tot prope 
} de ithe g¢g itens 
attractS a farcical 


against herself and gen- 





photographic stu Artie, mean 
time, goes through a number olf 
fairly funny slapstick maneuvers 
to protect his little woman 

The photographic effects are 


satisfactory, the screenplay’s pretty 
well organized, direction and sup- 








porting ping is adequate, Miss 
Provine and Gale Gordon provide 
strong support and Costello comes 
across With his usually competent 
performance, one -which will please 
the fans who w be catching the 
last glimpse of him 


rhe filn cally slick but 
one is left wondering what “Won- 
derama and Mattascope” are. Pre- 


sumably a matte process 1S used [01 





the trick shots it 1s, it 
produces no ne tling ef- 
fects and it evide1 t da 

able to a point where direct contact 
between monster and norma ed 
persons 1s possible—a minus fac- 
tor—but the present production 


didnt need this particular etfe 


Diary of a High School 
Bride 


Good bet meller aimed at 
femme teenagers. Exploits 
rather than illuminates bhoy- 
girl marriages. 

















H vood, Aug. 8 
Ame n Inte < elease f B 
Toppe produc Ss s Anita § s 
Re i Fost R nsor 
Wend Wilde I s A 1 I 
B Richard Ge g. Pegg Mille F 
‘ na n an ( + \ 
Laurie Glenn Hughe Db e Drake I 
Ross I e N Lore \ 
se Lau \ John H 
( € ) H S} tlew 
( » V t lire I 
roppe screenry ppe Mark i 
4 Low € Richard §& s 
camera ( Wa sic R 
t Dan Halle 
s A t E jing §f 
1 ». Rur g 
Ro ster 
Chr ns¢ 
Wend Wilde 
Louise Arthu 
Barney Bir 
Richard Gering 
Pe Mille 
Elvira Coror 
Clark A 
Joan Cor s 
Al I e 
Glenn Hughes 
Dod ke 
Lil tosso! 
Luree Nich 
I etta Nichols 
ura Nicholsor 
} | John G t 








Producer-director Burt Topper's 
Diary of a High School Bride 
able item aimed at 
drawing the femme teenage market 
d with “Ghost of Dragstrip 
as a sop to the male side, 
“Diary” will go as far as its ad- 
vertising campaign pushes it. 
There's a pious note in the open 
ing titles which asserts that the 
producers intend to elaborate on 


an urgent social problem, high 
school marriage Since the film is 
designed to 1 in on this problem 
rather than to arily it, the Clan 
s pretentious 

The story, 1 I follows the 
tried-and-true pattern of true 
confession romance mags, has two 
principle line a minor one, in 
which the parents of a 17-year-old 





bride try to alienate her affection 
for her husband, aged 24, by giving 





u 

the couple fts hich the hus 
band’s pride prohibits him from 
accepting, causing a quarrel; and 
the major sto ine, in which the 
girl’s former beau maliciously tries 
a number of tricks to separ: the 
couple rhe lted boyfriend is 


accidentally killed during a rape 
attempt on the girl and the pail 
which had been briefly separated, 
is reunited 

The screenplay doesn't add any 
substance to the story since the 
characterizations are two-dimen- 
sional and the dialog is shallow 

The happy surprise is that in 
Anita Sands AIP has a lovely, 





She’s aided | 


Maas: Smart For 


US. in Japan To 
Use Foreign Pix 


With other foreign pictures make 
ing quite a splash in the Japanese 
market, the U. S. companies have 
before them a recommendation 
from Irving Maas to take on more 
non-American product for release 
n Japan. The Far East supervisor 
for the Motion Picture Export Assn, 
said last week that the freeing of 
European currencies would make 
t easier for the Yank outfits to 
handle French, Italian, German or 
other films in Japan 
For 1959-60, the Japanese have 
anded 98 licenses to the nine 
member companies. of MPEA, 
There are “global” rather than na- 
tional Hcenses and therefore can 
be applied to any picture, regarde- 
less of origin. However, the Japae 


nese do not qualify a film under 
the dollar remittance unless it 
either American or is substantially 
American-owned in terms of the 
production investment in it 

Thus Paramount Pictures will be 
able to bring in “The Tempest” 
under the U. S. quota, but another 
distributor couldn't pick up an Ita- 
lian picture import it into Japan 
to bolster its own sked, and then 
expect dollars. Paramount copro- 
Tempest.” Since the 
censes are global, any U. S. dis- 





tributor can Import a film from 
anywhere, provided he’s willing to 
take payment in the currency of 
he country of origin 

Maas’ view is that the companies 
would do well to diversify their 
neup in Japan to make it more 
international. He _ believes that, 
ith the easing of Eurepean re- 
strictions, payment in Italian or 
Frenc! or British currencies 
vouldn’t constitute hardship. On 
he other hand, the success of some 
( t and Italian pix in 
Japan proves that a sock French 


exploitation entry mav at times be 





ore desirable than a run-otf-ihe- 
Amel! n picture 
All this is n additi to the 
fact t e percentage of U. S 
eentime r J ar s detinitely 
Jay is becoming i a 
T¢ 1 € Li | ntr\ I i I of 
general release Situations 





theatres insist on two new A 
the double bills 
e Yank outfits 





BRITISH PIX WEEKS 
SET FOR 2 RED CITIES 


London, Aug. 11 

Additional to the British Film 
Week that’s skedded to being in 
oscow Oct. 20. similar weeks 
have been lined uv subsequent! 
for Leningrad and Kiev Pix to be 
hown, subtitle@ in Russian, are 
Richard Ill,” “Woman In Dress- 
) ”" “Horse's Mouth,” “Ime 
ance of Being Earnest,” “Gen- 
evieve “Geordie” and “Oliver 





The British weeks are divorced 
from the current Moscow Film Fest. 
But Colan MacArthur and R. M. D. 
Odgers, managing directér and 
general manager respectively of J. 
Arthur Rank (Overseas) Ltd., who 
out to the festival Sunday ‘9), 

ll probably finalize arrangements 
for the presentation in October of 

” 





flew 





the Rank trio of pix—*‘'Genevieve 
Earnest” and “Oli r : 

Reciprocal R j eeks 
re De née line 1 2 with 
he first set to start Sept. 21 at 
he Cu n, London 


in her screen debut by Chris Rob- 
son who portrays with genuine 
menace the athlete-son of a Holly- 
ood studio owner and by Ronald 
Foster who portrays with becom- 
ing naturalness the girl’s husband. 
Most adults will find the picture 
dreary and trite, but the very over- 
simplicity of the screenplay will 
appeal to the _ target market. 
There’s also an_ excellent fight 
scene and a fairly good chase 
sequence filmed with Amco Studios 
S the background 
Tony Casanova’s singing of 
“Diary of a High School Bride” 


a 


and “‘When I Say Bye Bye” should 


prove reciprocally valuable to both 


picture and record. 


Technical work is satisfactory 


|} Warm, young actress, who with | for a picture of this type and sup- 
proper grooming may develop into porting players are adequate 
Glen. 
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San Sebastian, Pula Fests 


Continued from page 6 


fas the big attraction. 





be 





SMRT V Sedle 

wind up «a cops-and-robbers pro- 
duction 

An avid reader of western pulp, 
the hero irks his fellow jockeys by 
pretending he is the original Bea- 
ver Kid. Determined to discourage 
his prairie pipe dream, they stage 
a mock outlaw aid. In the course 
ef extended horseplay, the farm 
paymaster is killed and payrotl 
looted. Early reels have some 
amusingly 
scent of 
expressed 
Otherwise, 
ties excepi 
terior color 


adolescent charm, best 
by the young 
no outstanding quali- 
the above-average ex- 
Werb. 





Ari No Machi No Maria 
(Ragpickers’ Angel) 
(JAPANESE-COLOR) 

San Sebastian, Aug. 4. 
Shochiku (Kiyoshi Takamura) Co. Ltd 

(Tekyo) production and release. Stars 

Kakuko Chino, Shizue Natsukawa, Shinji 

Namzara, Fumio Watanable, Shuji Sano. 

Directed by Heinosuke Gesho. Screenplay 

by Keiji Hasebe. At San Sebastian Film 

Fest. Running time, 110 MINS. 





Film closely follows the real life 
story of Maria Isabel Kitahara, 
daughter of a Japanese university 
professor, who was converted by 
Spanish Basque nuns. Her mis- 
sionary zeal among the slum dwell- 
ers outside Tokyo inspired Toro 
Matsui's book on which the script 
is based. 

Contrast in movement between 
the porcelain-like missionary sans 
habit and the primitive energy of 
junk scavengers living on 
fringe of extinction, gives the film 
an unreal quality that defies sus- 
tained interest. Maria’s long, 
drawn-out illness and _ ultimate 
sacrifice might be reminiscent of 
Kabuki legit but pace is taxing on 
audience 

Afgacolor tints and _ lensing 
excel. Inspirational value makes it 
a possible for special religioso 
slotting, if substantially pruned. 

Werb. 


Procesado 1.0410 
(Prisoner 1,040) 
(ARGENTINA) 

San Sebastian, Aug. 4 


Argentina Sono Film production 
(Buenos Aires Stars Narciso Ibanez 
Menta, Walter Vidarie; co-stars Alicia 
Beliati Tito Alonso, Carles Estrada, 
Josefa Goldar, Betto Gianola. Directed by 
Ruben Cavallotti. Screenplay, Wilfredo 


Jimenez from book by Juan Carlos Pa- 
tron. Camera, Alberto Etchebehere; music, 
Juen Ehlert. At San Sebastian Film Fest 
Running time, 85 MINS. 





Merit of this entry is its appeal 
for discernment in the administra- 
tion of justice. To accent this, 
screenwriter Jimenez has _ con- 
trived situations beyond credulity 
—taking a lovable old man from 
his pearl wedding party and al- 
most drowning him in the quag- 
mire of law and penal institutions. 

Fortunate coincidence in the 
prison sequences, pairs this pillar 
of condemned innocence with a 
crafty young delinquent, Little 
Fox, who saves dad from the long- 
est sentence ever imposed for a 
misdemeanor. Walter Vidarte 
turns the cagey young felon role 
into a standout performance. 
Others play it much too broadly. 

Werbd. 


Nocei I Jutra 
(Nights and Days) 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 
Pula, Aug. 4 
Bosna Film (Serajewo) production. With 
Marija Kohn, Viastimir Stoiljkovic, Milan 
Srdoc Directed by Pier Majhrovski 
Screenplay Mesa Selimovic: camera, 
Stevo Landup. At Pula Film Fest. Run- 
ning time, 98 MINS. 





Not much rings true in this par- 
tisan picture. Put the blame on a 
hardly convincing story and old 
hat character portrayals. If there's 
much suspense it’s because of a 
partly impressive camera-work. 

Story sees the commander of a 
partisan group falling into the 
hands of the Germans. A number 
of partisans, disguised as German 
soldiers, set out to free their com- 
mander. But they arrive too late 
the commander has been _ shot. 
Unquestionably, a lot of energy 
and ambition was put into this 
production, yet it looks as though 
the right technicians weren't at 
work here. Hans. 


Zvezda Patuje Na Jug 


(The Star Goes to the South) 

(YUGOSLAV-CZECH-COLOR) 

Pula, Aug. 4. 
Loveen Film (Budva) and Barandova 
(Prague) production. With Gordana Mile- 
tic, Rudolf Hruscinski, Joza Gregorin. 
Directed by Oldrih Lipski. Screenplay, 
Jirzi Sila and Lipski; camera, Ferdinand 
Pecenka; music, Jirzi Baur. At Pula Film 

Fest. Running time, 93 MINS. 





A harmless East European musi- 
cal made by Titoland’s Lovcen 
Film in conjunction with the Czech 


foolish moments and a) 


leads. | 


the | 


va 





ne | 
Film is a| 
welcome departure from the abun- 
dance of wer and partisan pix still 
produced around here. This rates, 
at least for Yugo and Czech tastes, 
as top entertainment. Since there’s 
a good deal of rhythmical music 
along with a number of nice gags 
in this film, latter may interest 





some foreign buyers. The Vlacha 
orch deserves praise. Technical | 
credits are okay. Hans. | 
Viza Zila 
(The False Passport) 
(YUGOSLAVIA) 


| 
Pula, Aug. 4. 

Vardar (Skopje) production. Directed by 
France Stigiic. With [lija Dzuvalekovski, | 
Slobodan Perovic, Metka Ocvirk, Aco | 
Jovanovski. Screenplay. Slavko Janevski; | 
camera, Branko Mihajlovski; music, Bojen 
Adamic. At Pula Film Fest. Running time, 
102 MINS 





France Stiglic, creator of well- | 
remembered film, “Valley of | 
Peace,” comes along with another | 
interesting pic which may be given | 
some exploitation chances despite | 
the fact that it’s a far cry from 
being a great production. | 

Subject guarantees some amount 
of suspense, but the drawbacks are | 
too-much talk and dull moments. 
The most interesting part about 
this is the camerawork. There are 
some unusually impressive shots. 
Acting is fine. 

Pic calls itself a contemporary | 
psychological drama about men 
who attempt to make some easy 
money via smuggling narcotics 
over the border. A routine love 
story is woven in. The evildoers | 
are arrested as the climax 

Hans. 








Dubrovsky 
(YUGO-ITALIAN) 
(COLOR-TOTALSCOPE) 


Pula, Aug. 4 
Vardar Film (Skopje) and esperia 
Film (Rome) co-production. Stars John | 
Forsythe, Rossana Schiaffino; features 


Wiliam Dieterle, Jan Sid, Paul Dahike. | 
Directed by William Dieterle. Screenplay, 
Akos Tolny and De Sanchis, after novel 
by A. S. Pushkin; camera (Eastmancolor), 
Aldo Gordani: music, Carle Ruscelli. A 
Pula Film Festival. Running time, 115) 
MINS | 


| 
Disappointing costume adven- 
ture yvarn adapted from Pushkin’'s 
novel of same name. Direction fol- 
lows the most old-fashioned pat- 
tern. It's disappointing to see that 
William Dieterle is responsible! 
for this. Not even the mass scenes 
which he once knew how to handle 
so masterly come off. 
Commercially, the title and cast. 
headed by American John For- 
sythe and beautiful Rossana Schi- 
affino. may stir some _ interest. 
Dieterle enacts the role of Kirila 
Petrovitch, the unscrupulous own- 
er of the Pokroskoe estate, with 
hardly impressive results. Support 
is adequate. Color photography 
occasionally is an advantage 
Hans. 








Vrata Ostaiu Otverena 
(The Door Remains Open) 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 

Pula, Aug. 4 
Bosna Film production. With Radomir 
Vergovic, Milena Dravic, Teodora Arseno- 


vie. Directed by Frantisek Cap. Screen 


play, Viadimir Paska!ljevic; camera, Janez 
Kalisnik: music, Borut Lesiak. At Pula 
Film Fest. Running time, 98 MINS. 

This film benefits mainly from 
the skillful direction of Czech-born 
Frantisek Cap, one of the more 
experienced pic creators of Yugo- 
slavia. His handling of the players 
is fine. Plot isn’t exactly exciting | 
and occasionally is thin, but he} 
makes the most of it. This well-| 
made production has export possi- 
bilities. 

Yarn touches the lost youth 
problem. A young lad, who lost his 
parents during the war, gets into 
bad company and becomes a crook. 
He's put into jail but escapes. He 
intends to continue his criminal | 
life. and sneaks into a family home 
with the aim of robbing. The fam- 
ilv’s care, devotion and love for | 
him mend his wavs. Film's techni-| 
cal credits are fully satisfactory. | 

Hans. | 
Vetar Je Stao Pred Zeoru | 
(The Wind Stops Blowing) 


(YUGOSLAVIAN) 
Pula, Aug. 4. 
Avala Film (Belgrade) production. With 
Steven Stukelia, Radmila Radovanic, | 


Branko Plesa. Directed by Rados Novako- 
vie. Screenplay, Aleksander Vuco: camera, | 
Nenad Jovicie. At Pula Film Fest. Run- 
ning Ume, 102 MINS. 





Avala Film, top producing outfit 
in Titoland, contributed four pix 
to this vear’s Pula fete and each 
of them dealt with war (mostly 
Partisan) subjects. This partisan | 


| pie is of better quality although | 


also being very much on the cliche | 


| side. 


Imaginative lensing is a definite | 


| Popovic, 


| but perhaps most 
{the annual “choices, 
ture Section of the Library of 


Say Japan Dollar Situation Fine, 
No Need For Film Coin ‘Loans’ 


- 





As it’s often the case with Yugosla- 
vian pix, this is much too talky. 
Looms as a good suspense item 
domestically, with foreign possi- 
bilities regarded as moderate if 
there are any. Hans. 


Tri Cetvrtine Sanea 
(Three Quarters of a Sun) 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 

Pula, Aug. 4. 
Trjglav Film (Ljubljana) production 
With Bert Sotlar, Pero Kvrgic. Nikola 
Antun Vrdoljak. Directed by 
Joze Babie. Screenplay, Leopold Zaholz; 


|camera, Rudi Vavpotic; music, Bajon 
Adamic. At Pula Film Fest. Running time, 
98 MINS. 





This deals with people who re-| 


turn from Nazi concentration 


|ecamps after the last World War. | 


Pic is based on human interest ma- 
terial but suffers from slow-paced 
direction and sketchy character 
portrayals. 

This basically interesting plot 
could have been exploited to much 
better advantage. In its present 
form, film has only slim export 
chances. Technical credits - fine. 

ans. 


Pukotina Raja 
(Heaven Without Love) 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 
Pula, Aug. 4. 


Jadran Film (Zagreb) production. With 
jubica Jovic, Milan Puric, Severin 
Bijelic. Directed by Viadimir Pogacic. 


Screenplay, Pogacic, Milan Tutorov; cam- 


era, Milorad Markovic; music, Bojan 
Adamic. At Pula Film Fest. Running time, 
109 MINS. 





Jadran Film, producer of “Train 
Without Time-Table,” here has a 


{pic that’s beyond the domestic! its are adequate. 


; ave.age. It's a mixture of several 
different film categories, but well 
done and very interesting at the 
start. Screenplay is overloaded 
with situations but director Vladi- 
| mir Pogacic manages to give it an 
lentertaining slas combined with 
}enough depth to cause the viewer 
to think. 
| It’s the story of a young mar- 
|riage. The egoism of the husband 
| drives the wife to death. Technical 
credits are adequate. Though not 
much for export, film deserves a 
| good classification. Hans. 
| 
Pogon B 
| (Factory B) 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 
Pula, Aug. 4. 
Ufus (Belgrade) production. Directed by 
Vojisiavy Nanovic. With Pavie Vujisic, 
Dragan Lakovic, Milivoje Zivanovic, Desa 
ric Screenplay, Vojisiav Nanovic; 
| music, V. Simic; camera, Milorad Marko- 





vic. At Pula Film Fest. Runaing time, 
| 109 MINS 

' . 

Okay meller centering around 


| the search for oil. Until latter is 
found, there are the usual familiar 
complications and situations min- 
gled with substantial comedy relief. 
Latter comes on account of Palve 
Vujisic, a beardy driller called 
“Caracas,” who received his 
drilling experience in America. — 
Pic found a receptive (domestic) 
audience here and will probably 
loom as a satisfactory b.o. con- 





| 


| the Japanese government, 


tender at home. For western re-| 


lease, it's somewhat dull and over- 

|long. Direction and script reach 

| only fair standards. — cred- 
ans. 


Films: Become Part of Archives 


By JAY LEWIS - 


Washington, Aug. 11. 

Next month some 700 feature 
films, short subjects, newsreels 
and tv films will get their bids for 
immortality. 

In one of the least publicized, 
impressive, of 
” Motien Pic- 


Congress will send out requests 
for films to be deposited and pre- 
served in its huge collection. 

The list will include most of the 
best, some of the mediocre and 
perhaps even a few turkeys. But 
all have been adjudged to have 
some quality making them worthy 


| to keep on tap for posterity. 


Some are garnered from Oscar 
winners, boxoffice standouts, fes- 


| tival choices, etc. Others are picked 


as examples of a particular genre 
—a western or a teenage crime 
drama. The Emmy awards are con- 
sidered in making the tv film selec- 
tions. 

Last year, for instance, the 
Library chose 44 “Class A” fea- 
tures and 63 in what it regards as 
the “B” category. Included were 
“Bus Stop,” “Pal Joey,” “Billy 
Mitchell Court Martial,” “Pride 
and the Passion,” “Teen Age 
Rebel,” and “Around the World in 
80 Days.” About 50 foreign fea- 
tures copyrighted in this country 
were on the list. There were 81 


| entertainment sborts and 208 news- 


reels as well as 128 tv films, includ- 
ing episodes from such series as 
“December Bride,” “Bob Cum- 
mings,” “I Love Lucy” and “Perry 
Mason.” 

They joined in the Library's 
vaults and shelves about 100 mil- 
lion feet of film trailing back to 
Thomas Edison’s famed “Fred 
Ott's Sneeze’—the first copy- 
righted film in 1894. The tens of 
thousands of titles comprising this 
footage are what Willard Webb, 


| chief of the Library's Stack and 


Reader Division, calls the ‘“‘vital- 
ized documents” of recent times 

One of the most acclaimed jobs 
tackled by the Library has been 
the conversion of about 3,060 paper 
prints into projectionabie film. All 
but a few of these prints were de- 
posited with the Library before 
1912 when first provision was made 
for copyright of motion pictures. 
To get copyright protection before 
1912, the producer filed his mo- 
tion picture as a “photography” on 
non-projectionable rolls of paper 
prints. They make up an unrivalled 


Barandova outfit. It has the Karel | plus. Also the acting comes up to|¢ollection of early American and 
Viacha orch, top band in the CSR, fine standards. Direction is okay.| foreign films, including the pioneer 


works of Edison, the Biograph 
Company, Famous Players, and 
Keystone, 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences footed the bill (said 
to be about a million dollars) until 
last year 
Kuchel (R-Calif.) piloted enact- 
ment of a $60,000 appropriation 
for it. A like amount has been pro- 
vided for this year, and Motion 
Picture Section Chief James 
Culver says the end is now in sight 
with 2,349 of 3,001 titles now con- 
verted. The painstaking job is be- 
ing done by Renovare Laboratories 
in Hollywood. 

The 1912 provision for motion 
picture copyrights had an unfor- 
tunate consequence Producers 
thereafter filed only descriptive 
texts of films to be copyrighted 
rather than the highly inflammable 
nitrocellulose stock. As a result 
there’s a gap of about 30 years in 
the Library's store which has been 
only partially filled by donations, 
of private collections. 

In 1942, the Library began 
present practice of acquiring se- 
lected copyright films for its 
permanent collection. About 2,000 
features, shorts and 


on nitrate film. Library hopes 
eventually to start job of convert- 
ing these to acetaie film which not 
only is safer and less expensive to 
store but has a much longer life 
Library also has custody of some 
24 million feet of German and 
Japanese film confiscated by U.S 


occupation forces after Worid 
War II. These are available to 
American producers who have 


made fairly extensive use of shots 
for documentaries and war pic- 
tures. 

Over the years, a number of pri- 
vate collections have been donated 
to the Library. George Kleine (who 
started as an Edison assistant) col- 
lection is made up of 479 titles, 


Library of Congress Bids to 700 E 


| had 


when Sen. Thomas H. | 
, 000,000 


The American film companies, 
for the first time in several years, 
will strenuously oppose another 
loan to Japanese industry as a 
means of thawing their blocked 
funds in Japan. About $7,200,000 
are currently accrued to the U.S. 
film companies in their non-resi- 
dent accounts in Japan. 

Question of how to get that 
money out will be topmost on the 
agenda of Irving Maas, the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. v.p. in charge 
of the Far East. Maas is skeeded 
to return to his Tokyo head- 
quarters Friday (14). He said last 
week that the Japanese so far had 
not put forward any proposals on 
what was to be done about the 
coin. 

On three occasions in the past, 
large sums of similarly blocked 
monies were loaned to Japanese 
hydro-electric development out- 
fits, with repayment over a period 
of years guaranteed (in dollars) by 
In ad- 
dition, large amounts were freed 
for remittance at the official rate 
as an incentive for the loan. The 
three loans negotiated by Maas 
so far have amounted to around 
$40,000,000, of which half was re- 
mitted direct. In 1959 alone, the 
companies will be getting about 
$2,000,000 in loan repayments. 

The companies, briefed by Maas 
in recent weeks, take the view 
that Japan finds herself in a 
uniquely favorable dollar position 
and its capacity to come up with 
higher payments has never been 
greater. The basic dollar remit- 
tance from Japan each year is 
20% of the gross, which in terms 
of MPEA members means around 
$3,500,000. : 

The companies maintain several 
types of non-resident accounts, In 
one they had 1,31¢,000,000 yen 
(about $3,300,000) as of July 1, 
1959. In another (from the sale 
of films to Japanese indies) they 
150,000,000 yen ($375,000). 
Dividend funds and realty ad- 
vances account for another 1,200,- 
yen (about $3,000,000). 
Total in these accounts as of July 
31, ‘59, was 2,880,600,000 yen 
(around $7,200,000), according to 
the best available information. 

Attitude of the companies 
toward loaning money as a means 
of remitting it from a restricted 
territory varies. Most of the out- 
fits don't like tue procedure on 
the grounds that it ties up income 
over an extended period of years. 
Also, the conversion rate isn't 
fixed in advance but depends on 
economic conditions as, at the time 
of remittance, they affect the 
official rate of exchange. 





Leonard Gruenberg Aides: 


its 


newsreels | 
were obtained before 1950 and are | 


mostly of old-time vintage. Mary | 


Pickford handed over 
every film she appeared in 
as well as funds to put them on 
acetate. William S, Hart films were 
donated by an admirer from Nor- 
folk. The home movies of Sigmund 
Freud are among the more un- 


usual donations. 
Besides preserving the films, 
Library is engaged in the enor- 


mous job of classifying and cata- 
loguing the tens of thousands of 
titles. One of the biggest services 
of the Motion Picture Section is 
p-oviding colieges, libraries and 
other institutions with ready-made 
reference cards for films. 


virtually | 
(111) | 


Brown, Cox, Rosen, Plus 
McCullough, Finnerty 


Leonard Gruenberg, general 
manager of NTA Picures, which 
last week took over distribution of 
National Theatres’ “Windjammer,” 
has expanded his staff for the han- 
dling of the Cinemiracle film. All 
five of the newcomers to the NTA 
Pictures staff were previously with 
National Theatres, which recently 
acquired control of National Tele- 
film Associates, NTA Pictures’. 
parent company. 

Joining Gruenberg’s staff are 
Russ Brown, publicity-exploitation 
director; James Cox, sales man- 
ager; Vic Rosen, head of group 
sales; Russell McCullough, chief 
engineer who'll handle theatre sur- 
veys and installations, and Tom 
Finnerty, who'll be responsible for 
print handling. 

With the development of port- 
able equipment by National Thea- 
tres’ engineers, NTA Pictures is 
anticipating an upbeat in roadshow- 
ings of “Windjammer.” Also in the 
works is a mobile unit which will 
enable drive-ins to project the 
Cinemiracle film. 

Gruenberg took over as NTA Pic- 
tures’ general manager a few 
weeks ago. He was formerly. N.Y. 
metropolitan district manager for 
RKO Pictures and later super- 
vised national tv sales for NTA 


| Program Sales. 
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tivity at some major studios, ex- 
pal sion of motion picture com- 
panies into telefilm production as 
& pe I t and increasing source 
of revenue is net regarded by in- 
fo e¢ tment analysts as 
ne at promise. Since tv Is 
a el nent and 
spc f the first-run showings 
of S t pay enough for 
the er even. production 
costs e cases, forcing pro- 
duce ly on future re-runs 
f« ‘ ofits, only a few series 
stand e of making any real 
hn ) 

Co on for re-run sales is 
ol to get tougher from year to 


g 
yea I ilready is a big stock- 


pile of ¢ eries available for 
reissue ith the continuing 
tremendo output of new pro- 
I ere soon will be such a 

of ese series being offered 


hat only a fraction can 
outlets. 





tor noted is that tv 
sponsors are as fickle as fans and 
ofte e unreasonably influenced 
by ence ratings that have 
little bearing on the intrinsic 
mie of a program, so producers 


also e constantly in danger of 
losing the bankrollers. Theatri- 
eal feature on the other hand, 
neve! e to worry about losing 
their tail outlets—the movie 
house and there is no danger of 
a glut « preduct such as that 
being created by the piling-up of 
tv series ; iiting re-runs, 

As evidence of the comparative- 
ly profit that major film 


in make in tv, Colum- 
last year derived only 


compani 
bia Pictures 





25°o of its income from the opera- 
tions ncluding old feature film 
sales ts well-established video 
subsidia! Screen Gems, a pioneer 
and one of the most active tv 
units The other 75° of Colum- 
bia’s revenue came from theatri- 
cal f rentals 

Warne! nost aggressive and 
eme o as the most prolific 
of the or studio entrants into 
tv, m oon be getting more than 
30° gross from telefilming 
activit but it is not believed 
likel hat net profits from that 
source il rise proportionately— 
because ere is little chance of a 
blockbuster” in tv. Warners also 
is doi about $15,000,000 in tv 
commer s; this year, all of 
which helps absorb studio over- 
head. Because the Warners. tele- 
film activities, personally sparked 
by president Jack L. Warner with 
more nanship than ordinarily 


his type of production, 
has resulted in programs that come 
very close to approximating 





theatr eatures in production 
values, especially stories, and 
tneretore have uperioi re-run 
chances, the company is in a 
‘ 


avored tion to cope with the 


ceiling on tv potentials 








Walt Disney Productions last 
year obtained 20°% of its income 
from video, compared with 40° 
from i elatively few theatrical 
f from its interest in 
I amusement park. The 

I came from merchan- 
dise, ni and publications. Late- 
ly, Di tv revenue has been 
declini: hile both Disneyland 


and feature fil: have 


2 income in- 


took in only 11° of 
its 19 gross from tele, compared 


with ym theatrical films and 
overse eatre operations and 
8g fro usice €@nd_ records 
These percentages ran about the 
same & first 40 weeks of the 
1959 fisea ear rhree-fourths of 
the ncome, it is significant to 
note come from leasing the 
compat! old films—a source of 


revenue that ultimately will dimin- 
ively for all com- 


Sale of Assets 


W hile ry helpful financially 
duri e industry’s recent hard 
time e of assets is not looked 
upon « el ith favor by the 
invest ommunity It is re- 
garded a form of liquidation 
that « o only so far A com- 
pany dey ling to any great ex- 
tent on th kind of money-rais- 
ing eventually will reach the bot- 
tom of barrel—and then what? 
Income from sale of old film 
libraries is a happy windfall be- 
cause ist of these properties 
have nited reissue or remake 
alue nd perhaps the greatest 


elling them to television 
stations was that it 


ing 


2 RE RP RE at 


elf-Deception In Film Co. Diversity | 


gave a lot of choice ammunition 
to the movies’ strongest competi- 
tor; and use of some of the old- 
film proceeds to repurchase com- 
pany stock is welcomed as having 
considerable merit. 

In the past four years, Warners 
has reduced its outstanding shares 
by 31°, Paramount has retired 
20° of its stock, 20th-Fox nearly 
14%, Stanley Warner 6° and Na- 


tional Theatres 3°¢. Universal has 
bought to date 15° of Dacca Rec- 
ords, its parent company, which 
in turn owns some 84° of Uni- 
versal, and there is talk of con- 


the t 
overhead 
num 


snares 


solidating the accounts of wo 
firms, resulting in some 
elimination and reducing the 
ber of outstanding Decca 

by 30°. But while these s 
in outstanding shares obviously 
bolster the value of the remaining 


stock and create a greater leverage 


ashes 


for per-share earnings, it is 
pointed out that unless the com- 
pany has money and projects suc- 


cessfully at work bringing in rev- 
enue there can be no pet 
profits whether the capitalization 
is 10 shares or 10,000,000 
Differ on Viversification 
The diversification trend is run- 


-share 


ning into divided opinions both 
within the industry and in Wall 
Street. One group, probably in- 


fluenced by Stanley Warner's very 
profitable International Latex 
Corp., favors diversifying into in- 
dustries far removed from the 
precarious amusement field An- 
other group thinks it best to re- 
main in a sphere in which they 
are best informed—entertaining 
the public. Adaptability is a prime 
consideration here. Theatre opera- 


tors are regarded primarily as 
business men—methodical, prac- 
tical and cautious—whiereas pro- 


ducers of motion pictures are 
creative showmen whose work calls 
for imagination, daring and will- 
ingness to take bigger risks in 
hope of gaining bigger rewards 
Thus Stanley's success with Latex 
72° of profits?) could be ascribed 
in part to the fact that its heads 
Si Fabian and Sam Rosen, are the 
But, to 


he 
tie 





businessman type crea- 
tive showmen, entanglement in 
real estate, construction, manufac- 


turing and related projects ma 
prove so diversionary that if 
would seriously impair their effi- 
ciency as producers of entertain- 
ment. 

Advocates of diversifying within 
the framework of amusements 


have one compelling 
their side. Only in this way can 
amusement business be kept in 
the hands of the showmen. It is 
their one way to regain and retain 
lost ground as purveyors of enter- 





yument 





tainment to the mass_ public 
Basic show business is still in 
their hands. Television is only 


directly show business. Mostly 
advertising business. There's a big 
difference between grinding cut 
series for captive audiences and 
making screen entertainment that 
must dvaw paying t 
boxoffice. 

Among ideal diversified amuse- 
ment setups at present is Walt 
Disney’s company, which includes 
theatrical films, distribution, pro- 
gram production, music, records 
merchandise, publications and Dis- 
neyland park, which become 
a mecca for visitors from all over 
the world. Because the indefa- 
tigable Walt Disney is a perfec- 
tionist in whatever he undertakes, 
his films, though usually 
cost, have qualities that make for 
bigger than average reissue value. 
This is especially true of timeless 
animated features like 
White” and “Sleeping Beauty 
And a relatively low-cost feature 
like the current “Shaggy Dog” can 
bring the company more _ profit 
than 10 times the same investment 
in tv. 

Paramount, not now in televi- 
sion production but seeking other 
outside diversification, is an in- 
teresting situation because of its 
several electronics &ffiliates Its 
International Telemeter now is 
spearheading a tollvision experi- 
ment in Toronto. It also has con- 
siderable diversification through 
Dot Records. a tv station, a 
firm, the New York 
Theatre building, vast studios 
ceeding the company’s’ 
needs, and 51° of Famous Play- 
ers Canadian theatre chain which 
accounts for half of Canada’s total 
movie gross. For about three dec- 
ades most of Paramount's biggest 


customers t a 


has 


high- 


“Snow 


music 
Paramount 
ex- 


present 


Continued fron page 3 


Cecil 


show- 


grossing films were made by 
B. DeMille, With this aster 


























man gone, Wa Street wonders 
whether the company can hope for 
another Ten Commandments” 
and “Greatest Show on Earth.” 
But “Commandmer will keep 
bringing rentals for some 
t e yet 0,06 expected in 
the next two o 1 t years ont p 
of the $40,000,001 eady taken in 
['wentieth-Fox e stepping 
i] s flouris! production, 
yntinues te it a substantial 
quo ot theat f ! under the 
guidance of 10 niet Buddy 
Adle nd the irgest cont t 
of st $ 1 creative talent 
ow t I ajor studio 
Some of the $56.0 000 to be re- 
ed é 10 to 20 years 
from the sale { its tudlio acreage 
( )tless ) ywward buying 
in more of € pany’s stock. Oil 
1 gas ro s from successful 
drillings ( ould rise sub- 
Stantial as e goes bD Acqui- 
sition of tv stat lso is planned 
is de ( if tion to its 
is f fo g1 theatres 
f 
i 
W ers es 1 addition 
( ire s elated o the 
I lust \ or holding is 
in one of Eng r profitable 
theatre u The company’s 
musie holding pany controls 
ore than 50.000 i producing 
Ip iz { W t > also has a 
record fi le the greatly ex- 
panded f ties, special tv equip- 
ent and pe nnel at its spanking 
Burb K qaios are lable as- 
set vies ¢ tv eventu- 
get t pper d 
Loe s fy th s revl zed 
t nent ed by president 
s R. Ve looks set for fur- 
f pre ess trong come- 
ICK ihe ( g rele e of Ben 
H r ict ell prove the 
t ) gf of all time 
owérfu t in the com- 
I S rat S Expansion of 
od n s for making 
series fo ndication, in addition 
to programs for etworks and 
ponsors. In ft fi time-around 
for s old f i about $61.- 
000.000 a lV been taken in, 
vith a er $15 
The « ( 
’ ea S 
Loe os s( e 115 
( ‘ es ( of its 
eal estate leases. Near- 
the es € erating in the 
b k t é inty of get- 
tir t 5 f Ss is one 
( t s stock sell- 
i kK D atior 
rf ( eatre pe 1 thus Is 
ore } k espe ally since 
ovie ¢ s ww get ent) 
1 } their g s from the 
boxoffice | e €: n nces 
ior 
( ] la P I after a 
stret hout any} lockbuste1 
films, is in for rosier times with 
An of M é and sev- 
eral other highly-rated entries 
The distribution fee receives for 
ha g Samuel Goldwyn’'s “Porgy 
nd Bess” o will help—a !ittle— 
to pay overhead, and the tv sub- 
sid is geared f one of its best 
years Music, rece ownership- 








operation of a newly-built London 
theatre and acquisition just re- 
er of three adio and tv stae 
tions give the ¢ pany turthey dl- 
ersificatic j € amusement 
fie d 
Universal, b 1 and pepped 
p by two recent big hits, “Imita- 
tion of Life” and “This Earth !s 
Mine nd f bolstered by 
the ile of its iio property to 
MCA, from which it is leasing 
back only such f lities as it 
needs, plans to concentrate on 
er-budget fi s any is 
getting substantial from 
the sale of its old fi while 


lited World Films is a domi- 





nant factor in the home movies 
field and could enter telefilm pro- 
duction if cor ns arranted 
tists, 1 se enterpris- 
ir nent ha been unusu- 
ally successfu n financing and 
distributing picture made by In- 
dependents, is not expected to de- 
viate from this course. though 
stepping up tv act music pub- 


} 


ing and records A keystone 


of UA’s success is quantity pro- 


; 


ires—giving the 
ances of coming 
intensive 
foreign 


duction of feat 
company more cl 
up with big hits—and 
selling in the important 
market as well as hure 
Allied Artists, encouraged by 








the smash boxoffice of “Al Ca 
pone” and “The Big Circus,” also 
is taking on new life, concentrat 
ing on highe1 with 
good exploitation Ir 
terstate Televisior 
dles a modest ol 
tv, but is not pro ing any 
Republie Picture whicl 
ceased prod nd now S 
merely rentir ts studio and re- 
cording facilities plus operating its 
Consolidated I Laboratories 
and running s plastic products 
manufacturing ompany, may dl- 
versify further nd possibly re- 
sume film-makir inder its new 
president, Vict M. Carter, who 


that bought con- 
from Herbert 


sidiary, Holly- 


heads the group 
trol of the « par 
J. Yates It sul 
wood Television Service, also dis 
tributes 
video clients 


the old Re dblic films to 











Stanley Warne obtains most of 
ts re tue fro its subsidia 
International Latex As in the 
case of Loew's Theatres and other 
circuits, quite a bit of non-cash de- 
preciation is generated by the the- 
atre properties providing tunds 
for La xpansion Disposal of 
some f ble theatres will 
bring io finanees for con- 
tempiated diversification n othe 
lines SW so owns and operates 
tv station WAST, Schenectac 

American B dceasting - | 

ount Theatres S Deel aking 
its best progress the t : , 
dio t 1 consistenti\ 


broadcasting ¢ 


opping CBS 1 NBC in perce 
age gains score in broadcastir 
revenues, which st year ame 

ed ‘to 56 of its total ncome 
against 33° fi 1 theatres nd 
rest from its terest in Disney- 
land park 


National Theatres, with a 
change in operating 
to augment its n 
Theatres & Tel 

expansion the tv field 


ans 


’ 
t 
tional 
f 


It already | in 89 
National Telefi 
addition to owne ip of several 


imunity an- 


Associates in 


Stations ar 








tennae in W port, Pa., whi 
could provide a wedge for pay-t' 
NT plans to c e broadcastir 
stations p to the ] it allowed by 
the FCC I eased distributior 
of film and e prog! ning 
through Nat Telefilm also is 
onte t ted ult oper es 
onte t or t { Pac i fic YO ‘ 
Park a d € nings 
strong uptrend er qaivers a- 
tior s beir cné ed 
Attendance Up 

Theatre operators report a! ? 

stronger pick ttendance this 


summer in orrespondaing 
nt years. Weather 
ins are doing 


This 


period 


being a 





especially well this 


I summer 


is ascribed in part to better box- 
office films and partly to the hea 
programming of re-runs on tv atl 
this time. But exhibitors are wor- 
ried by the fact it major studios 
have become » preoccupied wit 
tv, sale of ass¢ and diversification 
that they are producing fewer the 
atrical films. To fill theatre need 


being 
>] 


wer pictures are 
Holl more fil 
from abroad are being played 
two of the biggest current grosse 
“Hercules” and “Room at 
Top,” were foreign-made 
What the realistic motion 
ture executives and investors 
are most concerned about is 
if the Hollywood film output de- 
clines any further, the American 
film industry will lose much of its 
foreign market. Already the 
eign studios are sending almost as 


ywood 


ms 








pic- 
here 


that 


tor 


many films to this country as we 
are selling abroad, and they are 
pushing their product in many 
world markets where Hollywood 
has been supreme for decades. To 
make their invasion easier, they 





are using as many Hollywood stars, 
writers and directors as they can 
get, thus gradually devaluating the 
‘made-in-Hollywood” trademark 
To cope with this, American dis- 
tributors are scouting the toreign 
studios for suitable product to take 


over, also for co-production deals 
in which they will supply part or 
all of the financing—instead of 


making more pictures in their own 


Hollywood studios even if it means 
cutting down on the less important 
and less profitable tv activity. 
Wallstreeters can’t see the logic ia 
this 
Cold to Pay-TV 

As for network tollvision 
i the next bonanza, many 
nen-in-the-know remain 
inced. To support doubt 

t, the inconsistency of 
] 


becom- 

smart 
uncon- 
they cite, 


some 





Hollvwood oracles who say pay-see 
will have studios humming around 
he elock turning out 1,000 fea- 
tures a year for the new medium 


declare 


1 good st 


in the next breath 


not 





enoug ories, 





irs and creative talent in gene ral 
to turn out more than 100 top fea- 
tures a year 

Few of the films made now for 


tele are considered good enough 


to command an “admission” fee, 
Those the public would pay for— 
ren Commandments,” Around 


“Ben Hur” 
effectively 


they'll 


e World in 80 Days 
ould shown 


midget screen; besides 


not be 
ona 
ross 


more 


It has been estimated there 






Vi d be only a few dozen events 
annualls including world series 
and)» = championship fights that 
could show a profit on pay-tv—and 
who's going to finance a m i- 
billion-dollar network setup for 





such li ed prospects? Further- 
nore, unlike the simple cash busi- 
ness done by the movie boxoffice, 


collection problem 
gineers in 


pay-tv 
and 


nas a 
whict 


expenses whien en 


the field believe are enough in 
hemselves to lick the project 
rhe best-informed people on the 

subjec after stutiving results of 
e three unsuccessful pay-see ex- 





conducte d, 








pe I 
t deo were 
) cally feae 
le n fir iced 
oO ( t money 
} < the ovies 
nd 1 inste d of 
fa eing talked 





Future Course 





e most logical and likel fu- 

e course fo! e motion picture 

! stry, rather than looking to tv 

o! reading into unfamili fields 

( the mere sake of diversifica- 

on, thus iy shape up to the 
ts as follows 

For major studios Aside 

1 restoring a higher level of 

eatrical film production, to stay 


the amusement field and main- 








n their most valuable assets— 

pro tion facilities—since these 

s be needed whether to 

( e for theatres or to supply 

é er sponsored o1 paid Five 

é s ago Hollywood thought i 

1 too many\ studios and 1 

evera!l of them should be merged 

or scrapped. Today, with the bulk 

of tv shows being filmed, all those 

studios are busy and even more 

could be used, especially when 

feature production returns to nor- 
l 

b) For theatre circuits: To keep 

diversification largely within the 


scope of entertainment. The trend 


here points to deluxe drive-ins 
with exciting new features that 
will make them a community cen. 
ter. Thev will be attractively land- 
scaped to conceal unsightly ramps, 
Locations will be closer to town, 


and the outdoor auditoriums will 
be surrounded by trim block front- 
ith office buildings, motor 

paving, children’s play- 
ounds, swimming pools, bowling 


ages W 








hotels, 





alleys skating rinks, sidewalk 
cafes and other concessions 

rhe first units of these new r 
reation centers already are in 
work, and architects are drawing 


plans for others. Unlike the pay- 
tv idea, showmen aren't just talke 
ing about this development—they 


are going ahead with it as they did 
with the present drive-in theatres 
which mushroomed almost overe 
night because they were practical 
and profitable. What's more, this 
community meeting place and rec- 
reation center deal offers showmen 
bot wide field of diversification 
and a chance to employ their show- 
manuship—all in one compact lo- 





na 


cation, 





St. George Distributors Inc. has 
been formed to carry on a motion 
picture distributor business in New 
York. Capital stock is 200 shares, 
no par value, Robert C. Baker and 
Milton Ross filed in Albany. 
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Royalty on Tickets 


Sold Is Trick 


To Dictate Admission—Bennie Berger 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 
Cireuit owner Bennie Berger has 
resumed denunciation of distribu- 


tors. He now accuses the film 
companies of “prohibitive” royal- 
ty terms—a stipulated amount as 
the distributors’ film rental for | 


every ticket sold—for such block- 
busters as “Around the World in 
80 Days” and “South Pacific” even 
in the smaller situations. 

This makes it economically im- 
possible to play such pictures in 
his own small towns like St. Peter 
and Hastings, Minn., and all other 
situations of 2,000 to 5,000 popula- 
tion, according to Berger. 

He charges royalty is a ‘“gim- 
mick,” started by Paramount for 
its “Ten Commandments,” to en- 
able the film companies “devious- 
to dictate admission prices for 
their more important releases. 
They're prohibited by the consent 
decree from doing this directly, he 
points out. 


In the cases of “Around the 
World in 80 Days” and “South 
Pacific” there’s being demanded | 


of the small-town exhibitors a 45c | 


royalty for every admission sold, | 
he Says | 
“This means that in order to| 


keep his head abave water a small- | 
town exhibitor would have to raise | 
his regular admission to $1 for, 
these pictures, declares Berger. “In | 


the small-towns there just aren't | 
enough ople who'll pay those 
prices 


“The small-town theatre: thus is 
frozen out of the big boxoffice pic- 
tures. Its problem now is how to 
exist without such product. I 
doubt if many will be ab!e to solve 
the problem.” 

While Berger regards “royalty” 
as one of the worst evils ever to hit 
exhibition, he also declaims against 
the distributors for demanding a/ 
minimum one-week playing time in 
the small-towns for these big at- 
tractions 


Mex Film Producers In | 
Row Over Official Pic 
To Compete at Venice 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 

Differences of opinion among 
producers as to the selection and 
non-selection of their epic pic- 
tures for international festivals ap- 
pear to be fast becoming chronic 
in Mexico. Tiff between producers 
over official film to represent the 


republic in Berlin led to situation 
where “Nazarin,” the unofficial en- 
try, won honors over the highly 
praised, “Fior de Mayo,” which 
laid an egg as far as judges were 
concerned. Earlier, at the Cannes 
Film Fest “La Cucaracha” proved 
to be a big flop although there had 
been no question here of its being } 


te 
) 


suitable 

Current 
ducers R 
Sotomayer, 
the Venice 
nouncem 


represent Mexico. 

wrangle involves pro- 
de Anda and Jesus 
vying for a position at 
Film Fest. First an- 
had Sotomayer’s “Sed 


ul 


ent 





de Amor Love Thirst) as the of- 
ficial entry. But last week the Film 
Bureau suddenly announced that | 
de Anda’s “Los Desarraigados” 
(The Uproeted) was the choice 

This film treats with American 
citizens of Mexican descent living 
in the U. S. When it looked as 
though “Love Thirst” would carry 
the bali in Venice, de Anda started | 
beating the publicity drums for his | 
pi He even edited out scenes ad- 
judged to be “derogatory” to Mexi- 
co, on the advice of Film Bureau 
head, Jorge Ferretis 

Sotomayer charged that de Anda 
used “pressure” and “political in- 
fluence he is head of the Mexi- 
can Assn. of Film Producers) to 
win official favor for his film. All 
this thical” conduc Soto 
maye aid, and “outside of terms 
and regulations of the Association 
to select films for festival compe- 
tit ! 

An enraged Sotomayer, now on 
hi A to Italy to fight for his 
film on an unofficial basis, said he 
had pulled out of the Association 
Thi denied at the MAFP 
headquarters, 


+ 


-wave here. No less thar 


‘of these 


Franju, Joseph 





HAMRICK ERECTING 
PORTLAND HARDTOP 


Seattle, Aug. 11. 
John Hamrick Theatres will in- 


'vade Portland with a new theatre, 


to open around January 1. 
The house will be known as the 


Musie Box, per Will Connor here | 
this week, and will seat 650. Loca- | 


tion will be at SW Yamhill and 
Broadway, the building to be 
erected forthwith. The house will 
be equipped with Todd-AO. Mrs. 
Katerine Marshall, formerly man- 
ager of the Liberty at Pértiand, 
will manage. 

Hamrick chain includes four 
theatres in Tacoma and five in 
Seattle. 





French ‘New Wave’ Film 
Producers New Number 
23; Fresh Pic Outlook 


Paris, Aug. }1. 
The so-called “new wave” of 
filmmaking, which brought a flock 
of newcomers into the directorial 
setup here with boxoffice pix large- 
ly sans stars and spectacle, and 
with mainly offbeat subject matter, 


/ looks to be building into a tidal 


23 
directors will have new films out 
this year. 

It started off via the prize values 
“new wave” pix at the 
Cannes Film Fest which then 
went on to score at the b.o. Now 
conservative producers are willing 
to take chances on new ideas and 


new 


also 


directors, many without any ex- 
| perience at all. Some are ex-film 
| critics. 

If the new entries turn out to be 
flash-in-the-pans, the wave might 
subside somewhat. But most pic- 


ture people feel it will have been 
a good thing even if only a handful 
show staying powers and true 
talents. They reason that new star 
names may come out of this be- 
cause all the newcomers are using 
little known players. 

All this also is spurring the old- 
timers into more offbeat work 
With the accent on prestige now 
the governmental attitude towards 
films, these newcomers may also 
get the benefit of quality aid hand- 
outs which is also an incentive for 
producers to go along with them 
for awhile. But b.o. eventually will 
tell the story. If the “new wavers” 


can't keep coming through the 
turnstiles, the whole thing may 
peter out. 

Besides the known “wavers,” 


newcomers include Gerald Calde- 
jron, Maurice Cazeneuve, Michel 
| Deville, Clement Duhour, Georges 
Lisbona, Francois 
Gir, Yvan Govar, Georges Lautner, 
Jean Lefevre, Jean Meyer, Paul 
Paviot, Etienne Perrier, Jean Mitry, 
Jan-Pierre Mocky, Erich Rohmer 
and Jean | Valere 


‘Solomon & Sheba’ Into 


| Feinstein for Roach, N. Y. | 


Dick Fei en nam ned 
N. Y Aviary manager for the 
Roach Distributing Corp. 
stein succeeds Ira Michaels 

Feinstein has been with Roa h 
company for three years as- 
sistant branch manage! Pri ior to 
joining Roach, he had been with 


and Metro 


Universal 


Poles Dig Yanks, 
German Films 


Frankfurt, Aug. 4. 

he Polish people, even held 
down under the paw of the Rus- 
sian bear, have managed to become 
Americanized and Européanized in 
their entertainment tastes. This 
was learned by a team of German 
reporters invited to Warsaw 
view the filming of the Kurt Ul- 
rich pic, “Jons und Erdme,” Ger- 
man production starring Giulietta 


Masina and Richard Basehart, with 


Victor Vicas directing. 

Not only Masina but other west- 
ern stars are popular: with 
younger generation in Poland, the 
writers found. Film papers there 
are filled with photos and stories 
of American and French stars. In 
the 60 Warsaw cinemas, about 30 
French films and 40 U.S. pictures 
play annually. The public prefers 
westerns, adventure and science 
fiction themes. German stars like 
Curt Jurgens, Maria Schell and 
Lilli Palmer are popular in Po- 
land 

The country 
theatres and last 
Poles went to the 

Television growing, with tv 
production studios in Warsaw, 
Breslau, Lodz, Danzig, Karrowitz 
and Posen, and new studios being 
built in Stettin and Krakau. About 
150,000 set owners are registered 

the government, with count- 

other “black listeners” who 
unregistered 


HEAT ‘SLOUGHS “LEGIT 
SEASON IN PORTUGAL 


Lisbon, Aug. 11 
June, one by one, 
theatres have been closing in 
Port that early last month 
there only one open the 
subsidized Lisbon Teatro Nacional 
It had the comedy, “The 
War,” by journalist Francisco Ma- 
ta. Despite good crix appraisal, it 
could not resist the heat wave. It 
will probably be revamped this 
fall. Early this month an attempt 
to reopen the Avenida Theatre 
with a show by Italian magician 
Cantarelli resulted 
and b.o. flop. 
Hence, this country of 8,000,000 


has about 5,000 
year 23,000,000 
cinema 


is 


with 
less 
are 


Since early in 
all 
ugal so 


was 


inhabitants has no theatres opened | 


with the exception of occasional 
shows given in the provinces by 
legit stars 
Alves da Costa. The members of 


to | 


the | 


Cold | 


in an artistic | 


Brunilde Judice and | 


. Sunday Law-Breakers Pay $1 Each 


Fein- Exhibitors Fight Archaic Sabbath in Carolina and 


Small Tradesmen Feel It 





STANTON GRIFFIS’ FALL; | 
| SUFFERS BROKEN RIBS : 


Stanton Griffis, 
|the executive con 
|mount Pictures 


79 


72, chairman of 
mittee of Para- 
suffered several 

broken ribs in a fall while vaca- 
| tioning in Venice recently 

Complications set in and, as a 
result, Griffis’ Gotham physician 
Dr. William T. Foley, flew to Italy 
to take immediate charge. 

Prominent in the investment 
| field, Griffis has been a partner in 
Hemphill Noyes & Co. since 1919 
in addition to his Par post. 


‘Blue Denim’ Ending Sad, 
Not Happy; Critics Crazy, 
Thinks Chas. Brackett 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
The windup of 20th-Fox’s “Blue 
Denim,” which at least three New 
York film critics cited as an ex- 
ample of a “happy Hollywood end- 
ing,” not only is far from happy, 
according to its producer, Charles 
Brackett, but the saddest of 
any film he has ever made. 
Producer made the statement 
response to the criticism that 
sting was taken out of*the Jan 





Its 


In 
the 


es 


Leo Herlihy-William Noble play 
and that the “tactful” handling of 
the film's abortion theme was “‘con- 
veniently happy” and ‘a lot more 
syrupy than necessary The pic's 
finish apparently irked the New 


York Times’ Bosley Crowther, 
Herald Tribune's Paul Beckley and 
the Daily Mirror's Justin Gilbert 
It has the arbortion being prevent 
ed and the two t¢ fers going off 
to get married, while in the legit 
version, the illegal surgery was car- 
ried out. 

Backing up his feeling that the 
ending is not a happy one, Brack- 
ett explained the youngsters must 
face responsibility, must leave 
school and take on the responsi- 
bilities of marriage and parenthood 
before they are adult in eithe: 
years or experience. “Anyone 
thinking this is a conventional Hol- 
lywood clinch or a blah happy end- 


enag 


ing had better climb back on that 
psychiatrist couch,” he charged 
While Brackett “admitted carry- 
ing out of the abortion would 
have posed great difficulties in 
view of the Production Code, he 
emphasized that, had it been car- 
ried out, the film would have been 


more an anecdote than a dramatic 
story. 

“Apparently a few of the New 
York critics think that in confect- 
ing a Hollywood film, the riters 
and producers sit around a ouija 
board invoking spirit control,” 


the 
ns—which way 
Strange- 


Brackett viewed. “The groups, 
| boxoffice statistici 
will they push the pencil? 


ly enough, in arriving at an ending 
for ‘Blue Denim,’ we ‘he includes 
| screenwriters Philip Dunne and 


Edith Sommer) chose 
;}conventional and 


a much more 
old-fashioned 





the “Theatre Council” decided not | method. We went to our characters 
to give any subsidy to touring | and found out to the best of our 
companies this summer, and so | @bility what they would do.” 
many projected tours folded. | “A boy and a girl getting to- 
—" — | gether is not necessarily a happy 
lending,” he said. “And in ‘Blue 
| Denim’ is the proof.” 
| 
Deejay-Prime MG 10 
Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
50 Situations—Selected | Metro is tuning up titles of 10 


Playoffs for ‘Beach’ and ‘Fugitive’-“‘Unforgiven’ 


United Artists will 
“Solomon and Sheba” 
Super-Technirama version in 50 
theatreas throughout the country 
at Christmas time, William J 
Heineman, UA’s distribution v-_p., 
reported in N. Y. last week. 

The film, starring Gina Lollo 
brigida and Yul Brynner, will 
ably not be roadshown, but 
special form of presentation will 
be devised to lift it out of the 
“ordinary” class. UA executives 
who recently went to London to 
view the print came back feeling 
that the film has a very big box 
office potential in the States, com 
bining as it @ges spectacle and a 


launch 
in its 70m 


prob- 
some 


love story plus strong marquee} 
names, 

There are, at this moment, no 
plans whatever for release of the 
35m printdown version. “We'll de 
cide on that when we see the re 
sults of the 70m showings.”’ Heine 
man said 

UA’s main Christmas release will 
be “The Unforgiven,” the John 


Huston picture which was shot in 
Mexico. However, the company 
also will have “On the Beach” 
playing in four spots at Christmas 
time (it pr®ems in these situations 
Dec. 17) and it'll have two eng 


ments going for “The Fugitive | 
Kind,” starring Marlon Brando 

Joanne Woodward and Anna 
Magnani. 


pictures on production line. Num- 
bers currently being recorded fo! 
| deejay exploitation are “The Beat 
| Generation,” “For the First Time,” 
“It Started With A Kiss,” “Girts 
| Town,” “The Big Operator,” “North 
By Northwest,” “ The Scapegoat,” 
“Platinum High School,” “Please 
Don’t Eat The Daisies” and “The 
Gazebo.” 
“‘Shealey 
made by 
Theatres 
Eugene 
assistant 
Syracuse, 
Stillman in 
Frank Man- 


Up-Post Meilnicki, 

New managerial 
John F. Murphy 
executive veepee, 
Meilnicki, upped 
manager at Loew’s State 
to manager of Loge 
Cleveland, replacing 


shifts 
Loew's 
sees 


from 


ws 


ente 

Arthur W Shealey, assistant 
manager of Loew’s Grand in At- 
lanta, has been named manager of 


‘leveland., 


| Loew’s Ohio in ¢ 


—— > 


Spartanburg, S.C., Aug. 11. 

total of 389 Spartanburg Coun- 
ty aaa received blue law 
lation citations for working Sun- 
day, and appeared content not to 
contest their summonses. Most of 
the bonds of $1 each posted were 
forfeited. 

Only two of those cited asked 
jury trials. Marvin Smith, Spar- 
tanburg service station operator 
and Buck Gregg, operator of a res- 
taurant near Cowpens, want a jury 
of their peers to decide if they 
violated an ancient blue law against 
nonessential work on Sunday. 

Defendants who 
before a magistr: 
forfeited bonds 

Most were against service station 
operators, small groceries and ice 
cream stands. Drug stores, although 
doing a land-office Sunday busi- 
ness at their soda fountains, were 
by-passed because they also occa- 
sionally fill prescriptions on 
Sundays. 

The county sheriff, B. B 
man, said enforcement 
took every available man” 
Spartanburg force. 

Theatre operators triggered the 
enforcement when they threatened 
to open 


V10- 
n 


did 
te 


not appear 
automatically 


Brock- 
Sunday 
on his 


and arrests were promised, 
They then insisted that all blue 
laws, not just these against paid 
Sunday amusements, be enforced. 
They plan a meeting soon to dis- 


cuss further plans 


4 countywide advisory referen- 
dum on Sunday amusements went 
igainst the theatres as county resi- 
dents outvoted the city dwellers 

Greenville exhibitors continue 
to operate on Sunday, without are 


ests. So do theatres in Darlington, 
Hartsville, Lancaster Gaffney, 
Rock Hill and Easley 
Magistrate Bates Aiken will 
against six Greenville thea- 
operators charged with show- 
ing feature fi-_ms on Sunday in 
violation of South Carolina blue 
Aiken freed the six June 29 
under $50 bond each after they had 
been charged by sheriff's officers. 


hear 
cases 


tre 


aws 


Magistrate agreed to a defense 
motion to have the cases tried at 
the same time instead of indi- 
vidually 


Big Sista Indie Exhibs 
Seeking Laws to Block 
Blanket Release Setup 


Sydner, Aug. 4. 
Sydney, Aug. 11. 
re have approached the soe Ca- 
hill Labor Government on a com- 
bined pressure bid for the quick 
introduction of legislation prohib- 
iting distributors from operating 
a blanket release policy in associa- 
tion with the major cinema loops— 
Hoyts and Greater Union Theatres. 
The indies aver that a continuance 
of the policy will force them right 
out of show biz. 

Spokesman for the independents 
told Gus Kelly, Cahili’s Chief Sec- 
retary, that by the time these pix 
reached the indie houses. the 

guts” had been played out of 
them, with resultant low boxe 
office intake. Spokesman went on 
to say that the major distributors 
had to fall in line with the key cir- 
cuits on the blanket release policy 


he 


a 


Via contract setups covering the 
city and suburban day-date re- 
lease. He pointed out to Keily that 


it was impossible for the indies to 
keep their cinema open with run- 
of-mill 


fare when first-run pix 

were also screening in the same 
territory. 

Kelly was informed that prior 


to the blanket release policy com- 
ing into operation, suburban ex- 
hibitors had definite arrangement 
with distributors on playdates ac- 
cording to their position on the re- 
lease chart. Understood that Kelly 
will place the independent’s plea 
before Parliament shortly for a 
quick decision on any mooted 
legislation to curb the blanket 
policy, 

General feeling in the trade is 
that the government will leave the 
operational policy to the distribu- 
tors and their top clients on a fair 
play basis, minus any governmen- 
tal interference. 
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LATEST ano GREATEST! 


NEW TARZAN Finps VF eran 
FORGOTTEN WORLDS i} oy 
OF ADVENTURE! 
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UNDERWATER WORLD 
of the Dancing Hippos! 
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pee 2 — — 
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v hie bi Z Sr,“ : 
-*| HIDDEN WORLD of fabled 
Elephant's Graveyard! ‘te 















WORLD of 
Pygmy Idol. 


BASED ON THE WORLD FAMOUS 
CHARACTERS CREATED BY 
EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS 








ARZAN } 


THE APE MAN™ 4% 


A treasure chest 
of entertainment 
to challenge your 

top Tarzan grosses! 










suvine DENNY MILLER as the NEW Tarzan 
CESARE DANOVA:JOANNA BARNES 


Screen Play by 


ROBERT DOUGLAS: ROBERT HILL 


Directed by Produced by 


» JOSEPH NEWMAN + AL ZIMBALIST + “saver crore 
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Hollywood Production Pulse 








Starts, This Year 
This Date, Last Year.. 


ALLIED ARTISTS 


20th CENTURY-FOX 
Starts, This Year......... 
This Date, Last Year......15 




















Starts, This Year 
This Date, Last Year..... 


AMERICAN INT'L 


“& JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE 
EARTH” 


Prod —Charles Brackett 








COLUMBIA 


Starts, This Year 
This Date, Last Year 





Dir.—Henry Levin 
8 Pat Boone. James Mason, Arlene Dahl 
Diane Baker, Robert Adler, Peter 
16 Ronson. Thayer David 
‘Started June 19 
“BELOVED INFIDEL” 
Prod.—Jerry Wald 
Dit Henry King 
Gregory Peck, Deborah Kerr, Eddie 
APbert, Phil Ober, John Sutton, Her 


bert Rudley, Karen Booth 
way, Buck Class, Linda 
(Sterted July 13) 
“HOUND DOG MAN” 
(Co. of Artists Prod.) 


Tom Green 
Hutchings 








“OUR MAN IN HAVANA” 




















Prod.—Jerry Wald 
Dir Don Siegel 

















(Kingmead Prods.) Stuart Whitman, Carol Lynley, Arthur 
(Shooting in London) O'Connell, Fabian Dodie Stevens 
irol Reed Betty Field, Jane Darwell, Rachel 
Carol Keed Stephens. L Jones, Edgar Bucha 
Guinness, Burl Ives, Maureen nan, Dennis Holmes, Royal Dano 
ra, Ernie Kovacs, Ralph Richard- Virginia Gregg, Claude Akins, Hope 
Noe! Coward, Jo Morrow, Gre- Summers 
goire Asian (Started July 27) 
(Started April 13) “The LAST ROOKIE” 
“THE FRANZ LISZT STORY” eit 
(Goetz Pictures rod -Tommy Noonan 
Prod.—William Goetz Dir.— George O'Hanlon 
Dir —George Cukor | Tommy Noonan, Pete Marshall, Julie 
7 { “ine “4g rj Newmar, Jerry Lester 
Dick Bogarde, Capucine, Patricia Morison, . ! 
Genevieve Page Martita Hunt, Lou ‘Started Aug. 3) 
Jacobi. Marcel Dalio, Lyndon Brook, | “CAN-CAN” 
Ivan Desny Jack Cummings Prod.) 
(Started May 11) Pro Jack Cummings 
PS : es Dr—Walter Lang 
SUDDENLY LAST SUMMER Frank Sinatra, Shirley McLaine. Maurice 
(Sam Spiegel Prods.) Chevalier, Lois Jourdan, Juliet Prowse 
(Shooting in Londo A | (Started Aug. : 
Prod Spiege 
| “SEVEN THIEVES” 
ak ogg y_ Clift, | ‘Shooting im Bngland) 
ne He pburn Mercedes McCain- Prod.—Sydney Boehm 
e. Albert Dekker, Patricia Mar- | ee eee we 
sary Ray! , Maria Britneva, | Ld ware 2 obinson. May ritt, Roc 
: Aba ymond, Mari | Steiger, Eli Wallach 
25) | ‘(Started Aug. 3 
“THE MOUNTAIN ROAD” | 
(Goetz Pict es ne.) ‘ 
Prod._William Goets UNITED ARTIS 
Dis dD el Mann . 
James t, Lisa Lu, Glenn Corbett, Starts, This Year......... 12 | 
He Harry) Morgan, Frank Silvera, . 
James Best. Rady Bond, Mike Kellin, | This Date, Last Year......19 | 
Fd F ston, Alan Baxter, Frank 
Maxwe Bill Quinn 
(tarts June 9 “THE FUGITIVE KIND” 
(Jurow-Shepherd Prod. for UA) 
“GULLIVER’S TRAVELS” | (Shooting in N.Y.) 
I-Morningside World Wide §.A.) } Prods.—Martin Jurow, Richard Shey 
hooti i Spain) her 
Prod les Schneer | Assoc. Prod.—George Justin 
Dir.—Jack Sher | Dir.—Sidney Lumet 
Kerwin athews, Jo Morrow, June} Marlon Brando, Anna Magnani, Joanne 
Thorburn, Sheri Alberoni, Basil Sid- | Woodward, Maureen Stapleton, Vic 
ney, Lee Patterson, Martin Benson, | tor Jory 
Alec Mango, Waveney Lee, — ee (Started June 22 
Gregoire Aslan, Dandy Nichols, Noe a os 
Purcel!, Richard Goolden, Marion gee aed eek ae A Release) 
pm neer, Charles Lloyd Pack, Mary | (Shooting in Dublin. Ireland) 
2 core | Prod.—Raymond Stross 
(Started July 13) Si Sar Garnett 
THE GENE K..UPA STORY” “} Robert Mitchum. Dan O'Herlihy, Anne 
A. Waxman Picts.) } Heywood Cyril Cusack 
Prod.—Philip Waxman } ‘(Started July 13) 
Dir.—Don Weis | “NOOSE FOR A GUNMAN” 
Sal Mineo, Susan Kohner. James Dar- | (Premium Picts, for UA Release 
ren, Shelly Manne, Red Nichols, Anita | (Shooting at Paramount-Sunset) 
O’Day, Susan Oliver, Bobby Troup, | Prod.—Robert E. Kent 
Yvonne Craig, Celia Lovsky, John| Dir—Edward L. Cahn 
Bleifer, Buddy Lester, Larry Dobkin,| Jim Davis, Ted DeCorsia. Walter Sande 
Elitie Kent | Lyn Thomas, Leo Gordo: Haz 
(Started vuly 13) Carey Jr 
Started Aug. 5) 


“WHO WAS THAT LADY” 























(Ansark-Sidney Prods 
Prod Norman Krasna 
Dir.—George Sidney TRY To ~ 
T ny ¢ ei Dean Martin. Janet Leigh U NIV ERSAL 
James Whitmore, John Mcelntire, . 
Larry Keating arry Storch, eae Starts, WME VOGP. os 0vee ss 
Oakland, Mike Lane, Barbara Nichols, Hy 
Jo Lansing, Marion Javits, William This Date, Last Yeor. eee 5 
Newell, Peter Thompson 
‘Started July 13) | 
ta THEY'RE YOUNG” | 
(rexel Films) T Y = 
Prod.—Je1 Bresler WARNER BROS. 
Dir Paul Wendkos i 
Dick Clark, Michael Callan, Tuesday Starts, This Year......... 7 
Weld . 
(Started Aug. 10) This Date, Last Year...... 9 
f 7 y “CAPTAIN BUFFALO” 
W ALT DISNEY Prods.—Pat Ford, Willis Goldbeck 
° Dir.—John Ford 
Starts, TRS POG... «<5. eve 4 Jeffrey en Constance 17 
. Billie Burke, Willis B ches Carltor 
This Date, last Year...... 6 || Young, Woods Rirode, Mae Marsh 
(Started July 16) 











“POLLYANNA” 


“ICE PALACE” 
; ‘Shooting in Alaska) 








Shooting Napa Valley) 
= . : Prod.—Henry Blanke 
at d = a Roary | Dir.—Vincent Sherman : 
Jane Wyman, Richard Egan, Karl Mal- Richara a — yen re 
den, Naney Olson, Adolph Menjou, oe a ae Sacha, 
Donald Crisp, Agnes Moorehead, Hay- (Started Aug. 3) ties 
ley Mills, Kevin Corcoran, Rita Shaw, | : : 
James Drury, Co Platt, Anne Swy- | 
rot Grace Can- 


ir, Janie Egan, Mary 
field 
‘Started July 30) 


INDEPENDENT 





METRO 


Starts, This Year... 





Starts, This Year......... 
This Date, Last Year......16 











eT ee os 
This Date, Last Year......16 


(Mark VII for Warners) 
FProd.—Jack Webb 
Dir.—Jack Webb 








Jack Webb, William Conrad, David 





“THE GAZEBO” Nelson, Whitney Blake, Nancy Valen 
Prod.—Lawrence Weingarten tine, James Bell, Joe Flynn, Louis 
Di rge Marshall } Lorimer, Dick Whittinghili 
Glenn Ford, Debbie Reynolds, Carl| ‘Started July 27) 

Reine Mabel Albertson, Jack Kirk-| “THE GIRL IN THE RED BIKINI” 
wood, D Merande, John McGiver, (Edward L. Alperson Prod. for 20th Fox 
Martin Landau, Robert Eleanstein Prod.—Edward L. Alperson 
Bert eed Dir.—Bryon Haskins 
‘ ed July 20) Mark Stevens, Joanne Dru, Robert 
Strauss, Asher Dawn 
(‘Started Aug. 3) 
) ’ 
PARAMOUNT 
Starts, This Year........ . Bt BRI AIN 
This Date, Last Year......10 |} 











"SAVAGE INNOCENTS” 
(Magi Fils 





ing in England) 

no Maijenotti 

di Nicholas Ray 

Antt Quinn, Yoko Tani 
S ; 


rted June 1) 





“JOVANKA AND THE OTHERS” 


ALLIANCE | 
Starts, This Year 
This Date, Last Year 








“OPERATION CUPID” 


@Mino De Laurentis Prod.) (Twickenham Fi > 
: : E ilm Prods.) 
-" re on I jin ‘ Bet aurentiis Frod:—Guido « Coen 
Dis Mi: , Ritt Dir.—Charles Saunders 
Van Heflin, Vera Miles. Barbara Bel ( ae Farrell, Avice Landone, Wallas 
Gedade Jeanne Moreau, Richard son 
Basehart, Steve Forrest, Carla Gra- ‘Started June 18) 
na, Harry Guardino, Alex Nicol | “STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL” 
(Started ily 20) (Twickenham Film Prods.) 





} d ( Coen 

Db cr es S ers 

R ard Murdoct \ Kendall 
1 Ke 

Started Ju lf 


THE WOMAN ON THE STAIR” 
F P ! 


I 


D Wolf Rilla 
Pa Dair ( I ps 
St Ju 
AND WOMEN SHALL WEEP” 
I I s 
P j an ¥ 
Dit John | 
Ruth Dunning Max I t eld, ¢ n 
\ ghan 
Ss rte une lil 


OR YOUR WIFE” 


YOUR MONEY 

Ethiro Prods.} 

Prod Norman W ns 

Dir Anthony 5S 

Donald Sinde Pe mmings, Rich 
: : Steele 





BRITANNIA 
Starts, This Year 
This Date, Last Year...... 





EXPRESSO BONGO 
Guest F 
I 1 \ ( 
\ 
' Svms, Cliff 





BRYANSTON 
Starts, This Year Sea ae 
This Date, Last Year...... 





THE CATBIRD SEAT” 
I eus Filn 


Prods.) 
} Monia Danischewsky 
D Charles Crichton 
Pet Sellers, Robert Morley, Constance 
tu 
Started 7 








COLUMBIA 
Starts, This Year aes 
This Date, Last Year...... 5 








OUR MAN IN HAVANA” | 
Kingamead Prods 
Prod Carol Reed 
Dir.—Carol Reed 
Alec Guinness. Burl Ives, Ernie Kovaks, 
Noel Coward, Ralph Richardson, Mau- 
reen O'Hara ! 
Started April 
SUDDENLY, LAST SUMMER” | 
Horizon Pictures | 
Prod.—Sam Spiegel 
Dir.—Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
Elizabeth Taylor lontgomery Clift, 
Katherine Hepburn 
Started May 25) 
JAZZ BOAT” | 
Ww vick Film Prods.) | 
( Harold Huth 
Dir Ken Hughes 
Ant vy Newley Anne Aubrey Ted 
H h and his Music 
Ss ed June 22 
DON’T PANIC, CHAPS” 
H 4.C.T. Films) 
ard Baird | 
Di ( se Pollock | 
Dennis fF Thorley Waters, George 
l Nadja Regin 
Started € 5 
STRANGLERS OF BOMBAY” 
H ner Film Prods 
is i 
Fis 
(utnbertson 


TRAVELS” 


GULLIVER’S 
M side ie Pictures—shoot 


Pr s Schneer | 

D She 

K fathews, June Thorburn, Jo 
Lee Patterson 





RANK 


Starts, This Year......... 





This Date, Last Year......11 
FOLLOW A STAR 
I H h Ste rt 
I Robert Ashe 
Wisdom el erick, Jer 
nde Hattie Jacques, Richard 
ms 
Ss ted J H 
THE SAVAGE INNOCENTS” 
Magic Films 
Preds Josept Janni and Malenc 
Malenotti 
Di: Nicholas R 
Anthony Quir Y ani 
Started June 22 








RENOWN 
Starts, This Year 


This Date, Last Year... : re 











‘BEAT GIRL 

Willoughby Film Prods.) 

Prox George W ghvy 

Dir » nd Gre € 

h re lle \ I 1 Farrar Gil 
Sta ed July 27 

SYDNEY BOX 

Starts, This Year......... 4 


This Date, Last Year...... 








EVERY NIGHT SOMETHING AWFUL” 
Artna Films 
I 1 Basil Dearden 
Michael Relr 
1 Marks, Pat 2 Bredin, Sidney 
es, Dick Bentle Dora Bryan 
ed July 6) 





20TH-FOX 
Starts, This Year rer 
This Date, Last Year 








SINK THE BISMARCK” 
I d hn Brabourne 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


president of Century City, at 9908 San- 


Hernando de Vos Courtright, 


ta Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills, on the site of a sizable portion of the 
20th Century-Fox studios, has recoursed more to his old California 
Spanish heritage with the new billiing. Courtright was simply Hernan- 


| do, sans the “de Vos,” when he was president and managing director 
of the Beverly Hills Hotel 

The formal announcement reads: “Century City is being created in 
260 acres of an original land grant from the Mexican government— 


Sancho San Jose de Buenos Aires—until recently a part of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox studios. It borders on “three beautiful golf courses — Los 
Angeles Country Club, Hillcrest Country Club, and Rancho. Its west- 
ern entrances faces the projected new Beverly Hills Freeway which 
will run from downtown Los Angeles to the sea. Century City will be- 
come world headquarters for some of America’s largest corporations. 
It will be the site of the country’s most spectacular urban fashion and 


shopping center, built around a boulevard that will become the na- 
tion’s most newsworthy “Avenue of the Stars,” a stately, tree-lined 
Hall ef Fame. Century City will contain a great new hotel, charac- 
teristic of Southern California’s heritage of hospitality Will pro- 
vide high-income employment for 34,000 people. Its resident popula- 


facilities 


ars 


tion will exceed 19,000. Parking of the most advanced de- 
sign will be provided for 25,000 « n all its plans and develop- 
ments will focus world attention on Los Angeles’ role as the new capi- 
tal city of the American Century another national development 
by Webb & Knapp.” William Zeckendorf is president of W&K 


National chairman of the Muscular Dystrophy Assn. of America, 


Jerry Lewis broke off an “exhibition bout” with Max Baer to accept 
a $50,900 check from the Fraternal Order of Eagles, meeting some 
10,000 strong in annual convention at the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, 


Audience included Cardinal Spellman and Jack Dempsey 
Lewis flew from Los Angeles to Toronto to receive the Eagles’ 1959 
award for outstanding public service. After being eulogized for rais- 





ing some $40,000,000 since taking an interest 13 years ago in children’s 
muscular crippling, the comedian said: “I have a specific reason for 
turning my attention to this problem but it’s probably the only secret 
I want to keep. There are a lot of children on the North American con- 


suffering from the diseases and they are in dire need of help. 








tinent se 
Because there are so many nswers about the problem still to be 
learned, we can't get too mu noney for reseal ; 

Book publishing is so closely tied to ultimate filmization that the 
question of a book title also having motion picture marquee values 
looms importantly as in the case of Glendon Swarthout’s new novel, 
“Where The Boys Are.” Metro bought it from manuscript for $100,000 
against a percentage. The matter of a title that would give the film 
fullest values resulted in the “Boys” title, which stems from Fort Lau- 
derdale being a popular Easter holiday resort for the yvoungfolk 

Author Swarthout, a Professor of Engli at U. of Michigan, found 
out that the girls flock to the Florida resort during t spring holi- 
days because that’s ‘“‘where the boys are 

Incidentally, Swarthout who authored “They Came to Cordura” for 


William Goetz (Columbia), is resigning his college post and moving 


from East Lansing, Mich. to Phoenix to concentrate on writing ex- 
clusively. 

Alfred Hitchcock has a special kind of theory about the handling 
of sex on the screen: It’s no good if the gal involved in a hotsy ro- 
mance situation is a tramp. An associate of the producer-director says 
he insists on having his femmes lady-like, perhaps slick, but every 
|inch a lady. Otherwise it becomes a debasing affair and the audience 


| identification is disagreeable 


‘ 


theory, in 
tures 
Saint 





following through 
“lady-like” actresses i 
Grace Kelly and Eva 


——_. 


It's noted that Hitchcock, in 
cent years has employed such 
Joan Fontaine, Ingrid Bergman, 


on € re- 


as 





his pic 
Mar 


1e 


ling dav and d with first 


was told by I 


“There's nothing to stop 
houses,” Toronto Star's Ron 


us run 
Johnson 


ite run 


ugene Fitzgibbons, 





Famous Players-Canadian exec in charge of its Telemeter experiment 
'in Etobicoke, a Toronto suburb, this year. In practice, he said, films 
|shown will be “almost firstrun.” Some U.S. stage ays will be car- 
ried, plus football, hockey, fights and maybe Metopera. Color will be 
offered tollviewers with color sets. Films will be shown in 35m instead 


of 16m. Telemeter will oceupy only one channel on present sets, but 
also three sub-channels, two carrying films and one live 


Bill Diehl, St. Paul Dispatch film critic, in his review of “Anatomy 
of Murder,” slapped out at’the RKO Orpheum The for selling 
children’s tickets to it. While praising the picture highly, he declared 
that it “should be restricted to adults” because of the nature of some 
@ the dialogue. “The kids, who were sprinkled through the audience 
when I saw ‘Anatomy,’ lost most of the straight drama but they 
gled and snickered at the sex terms and certainly must have annoyed 
adults in the audience who were trying to enjoy this superior film.” 








Zige- 


Nat Taylor, Canadian exhibitor on the independent level, is bid- 
ding for Paramount's stock in Famous Players Canadian. The Par hold- 
ngs havé been on the block for several months and, according to To- 


ronto sources, Taylor is now on the market to purchase perhaps half 
of these holdings at a price of $10,000,000, or more 
The sotto voce worked from Par in New York, however, is that neith- 


er Taylor nor any other potential buyer has showed a sufficient amount 
of cash to consummate a deal 


There’s a small rhubarb among the operators of the three Minneapo- 


lis local neighborhood ‘‘art’’ houses resulting from W. R. Frank's news- 
paper ad claim that his Avalon “is the only theatre in Minneapolis 


where you can see true fine art films.” Ted Mann and Sol Fisher, own- 
ers of Suburban World and Campus, respectively, take exception to 
Frank's claim. 


Milgrim Gets Fox, Philly 


11 


Martin Davis Coasting 


Martin S. Davis, Paramount's 


Philadelphia, Aug 








iational ad-pub-exploitation man- David E. Milgrim, veteran Phila. 

ager, left New York last night delphia showman, makes his entry 

Tues.) for a week at the Coast. into the midtown first-run compe- 

He'll be confabbing with Herb tition with the acquisition of the 

Steinberg, studio publicity man- Fox Theatre, from National The- 
ager, along with promotion staff- atres, 

ers and production execs In addition to being president of 

Milgrim Theatres Ine., the new 

owner of the Fox is also the 

UNITED ARTIS —— of the Milgrim Service 

2 rganization, with 83 houses 

Starts, This Year......... 1 | throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, 

This Date, Last Year...... 2 | New Jersey and Delaware. He has 

been identified with the local in- 








“A TERRIBLE BEAUTY” dustry since 1922. 





| (D.R.M.-Raymond Stross Prods.) Milgrim Theatres take over the 
Prods.—R. J. Lantian, Raymond Stross eT ' 9 ORI « . 
ES ip Rn Aco operation of the 2,250-seat de luxer 
Robert Mitchum, Dan O’Herlihy, Anne | tomorrow (12 Milgrim said he 
Heywood, Richard Harris, Marianne | anticipates policy changes to be 
(Started July 13) revealed later. 


Wednesday, August 12, 1959 VARIETY 


CLINT EDWARD 


WALKER KOOKIE 


IN-PERSON > =? BYRNES 
TOUR! IN-PERSON 
TOUR! 














Warners traveling salesmen for Yellowstone Kelly 


Millions and millions will see ‘em on their twin 2950-mile 
personal ‘sell’ tours starting August 15th. Thirty-four cities 
and all surrounding areas covered with gala press luncheons 
and dinners, mass interviews and saturation appearances on 
radio and T'V. It’s just one of the ways in which Warners are 
going all out to tell ‘em all how big they are together on your 
big theatre screen! 





Chont 


LIFE-SIZE 
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‘Canada Most Over-Censored Land 
With 8 Provincial Setups -Pratley 





Ottawa, Aug. 11 

Canad s the most over-cen- 
sored trv in the world,” writes 
Gerale Pratiey, freelance film 
crit roronto Star Enter- 
tainment f the masses’ has for 
years bee ised as a revenue mak- 
er for provincial gir who 
appoint boards of small-minded 
people with the right to cut muti- 
late and ban as they see fit 

“It's generally agreed that a 
country uld have a legally con- 
stituted censorship board, if only 
to decide lich films should be 
restricted for adults,” Pratley con- 
tinues But Canada has eight 
boards to each of these the 
film ¢ jitors must submit all of 
their films, at a cost of thousands 
of dollars a year. The stupidity 
of the tem is now shown by 
television which, being under fed- 
eval control, cannot be censored 
provincially, and is bound by no 
cen p boards or rules other | 
than those of decency and good | 
taste 


Thus, he says, a film banned by 
a provincial board may be shown 
on television. Quebec province 
has banned all Russian films ex- 
cept Romeo and Juliet” and 
“Stars of the Russian Ballet,” yet 
some of the banned films have 
nonetheless been shown on CBC- 
TV's French network. 

A Granada-TV production, adap- | 
tation of Donald Ogden Stewart's 
“The Kidders,” was shown on | 
CBC's national tv network at 520 | 
p.m. Sunday night, July 26. In it | 
“God damn”, and “bitch” were} 
each used thrice, and the French | 
unprintable expletive “Merde.” 

Pratley thinks that Ontario has 


s 


a better board than most other | 
provinces, “under the tolerant | 
chairmanship of O. J. Silver 


thorne,” but adds that even in 
such films restrieted te adults (18 
and over) as “Room at the Top” 
and “Lonelyhearts” dialog has 
been cut by censors. 

“When will such men (as U. S. 
indie producers and distributors | 
Joseph Burstyn with ‘The Miracle’ 
and Edward Kingsley with ‘Lady | 
Chatterly’s Lover’) make them-/} 
selves known in Canada, and take! 


the issue of the legality of provin- | 
cial censorship to the Supreme! 
Court of Canada?” he asks. 


LAW WILL DECIDE ON 
‘WINESBUR@’ PICTURE. 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. | 
courts with the ag | 
of Wir The Mirisch Co., 

after surveying Jerry Wald’s con- | 
tention he owns film rights to 
Anderson's “Winesburg, | 
revesied it will go 
ahead with its announced plans to 
film the In counter ac- 
tion, Wald’s attorney this week is 
suit, seeking to 
Mirisch filming and 
property delivered to 





It’s to the 


iesburg 


Sherwood 
Ohio,” has 
property. 


preparing a law 
prevent the 
to have the 
Wald 

Ray Kurtzman, attorney for the 
Mir declared, “After discuss- 
ing tne situation with Harold 
Mirisch, we have come to the con- 


ischs 











clusion we have a binding written 
agreement whereby the Mirisch 
Co. acquired film and allied rights 
to ‘Winesburg, Ohio.’” The deal 
is with ristopher Sergel who, 
with A rson's widow, owns 
rights to ?the stories. 

Wald and his attorney, Gerald 
Lipsk explain they have been 
negotiatir vith Sergel for over a 
year and at they have a legally 
binding agreement in the form of 


an unsigned contract, a letter from 


! 


Serge! asking relief on two points 
and a letter to Sergel advising him 
relief is unnecessary on one point 
and t he will be given relief «¢1 
the oth After seeing the docu- 
me! Kurtzman said last week, 
“There no actually executed deal 
In the il€ 

Phe gal papers which Lipsky 
is preparing include a suit for 
spe riormance against Ser- 
gel | rs. Anderson, seeking to 
mak n deliver the property 
to W ind an injunction against 
the Mirisch Co eeking to prevent 
the filming of “Winesbu ¢.” It 
was t mediately known when 
the ould be filed. 





Schwalberg Takes On 
Texas-Made ‘Bold Woman’ 


A feature film financed by Texas 
industrialist Glenn H. McCarthy 
and produced by James D. Ross 


has been acquired for distribution 
by Citation Films, independent re- 
leasing firm headed by A. W 
Schwalberg, former Paramount 
sales chief. 
The picture, 


“Five Bold Wom- 


en,” stars Jeff Morrow, Merry An- 
ders and Dee Carroll. Shot in 
Eastman color, it was filmed on 


location in Texas, 

Plans are to release the film 
August following a premiere 
Houston. 


in 


in 





Advertising of Company 
Trademark Essential 
Abroad, Sez U’s Aboaf 


Universal is out to sell its trade- 
mark abroad wherever it can and 
as strongly as possible, Americo 
Aboaf, U’s foreign topper, said in 
N.Y. last week prior to leaving for 


|a trip to Rome. 


“Advertising our trademark is 
important in the U.S., but it 
absolutely essential in the foreign 
market,” Aboaf noted. “When our 
| people send in pictures of theatre 
fronts, and the Universal trade- 
| mark isn’t clearly visible, they hear 
from me,” he added. 


Aboaf's theory has its very prac- 
tical aspects. In many territories, 


is 


- | exhibitors buy blocks of films or 
|a whole year’s product. “We want 


them to be aware of who's films 
they are buying, particularly now 
that Universal is making such a 
strong showing,” the U exec said. | 
| “This is a competitive business and | 
a trademark stands for quality and 
good business.” 

Aboaf said Casey Robinson, pro- 
ducer of “This Earth Is Mine,” | 
recently congratulated him on the 
ad-pub campaign for the picture | 
in Europe. “There isn’t anybody 
in Europe who doesn't know that 
— is @ Universal picture and a 

versal release,” Aboaf stressed. 
lee “a: too, that building pride | 
in the trademark also built pride 
in Universal, 


| been revealed 


| Ecuador, 


'Esther Williams Company 


Hit W ith 244G Pool Suit 





Aug. 11 
p esentations 
t int€ ( el ¢ 
n f yf Inte 
> Ce pools 
two Minnesota tributors, Futur- 
Livir d ¢ Young of Min- 
é 1 At I espectively, 
ve brought fede kurt Gamage 
su to $244.1 igainst tne 
nv ¢ i r Wil- 
is pre 
George lik i all-time 
basketball é president of 
Futuramic wh s suing for $155,- 
OO Young o seeks $69,000 
da es for I national, is a for- 
mer Minnesota G s Adolphus 
college le 
Thev charge that the defendant 
sreprese ed the cost of the 
pools’ installatio Instead of the 
$600 allegedly represented the 
cost exceeded $2 1 some cases 
it claimed 
Also alleged is that Interna- 
tion: advertisements listed pool 
prices which would have required 
loca] dealers to sell and install the 
units at a loss. It’s further charged 
that International has failed to 
furnish component parts of some 
pools and tt International 
claimed “gros d it has successful 
Minnesota dealers 


MULTI- NATION FILM 
ABLOOM IN MEXICO 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 
Multiple nation productions are 


being promoted here. Following the | 


Ismael Rodriguez plans to turn out 
a picture in 10 or more foreign 
locales, with the aid of three as- 
sociate producers, the formation of 
Productores Asociadas, S.A., has 
here. This outfit, a 
uniting of independent producers 
in Latin America, plans to turn out 
costlier pictures, utilizing talent 
and technicians from nations in- 
volved. 

First effort will be an ambitious 
musical comedy with the most 
famous variety actors of 10 na- 
tions appearing in stellar roles. 
Featured will be entertainers from 
Chile, Argentina, Cuba, Puerto 
Rico, Brazil, Venezuela, Panama, 
Colombia and Mexico. 
Indies are taking to the multiple 
production idea since investments 
per producer are than when 
making an individual picture. Pix 
produced will be color, wide screen 
and multi peso efforts for the 
Latin and International markets. 


less 


“19 Lands at Stratford Film Fost 


By ROBERT McSTAY 


Toronto, Aug. 11. 

Twenty feature films and 16 
shorts from 19 countries showing 
for the first time in Canada will 
unreel (Aug. 24 to Sept. 5), as the 
International Film Festival using 
the Avon Theatre (991 seats), at | 
Stratford, Ontario, at $1 admission. 
At the conclusion of the fortnight’s 
showings, plaques wil! be awarded 
by Canadian film critics to the 
best picture, the best male and 
female performances. Details were 
made public at a press conference 
here by John Hayes, director of 


the Film Festival and production | 


manager of the same burg’s Shake- 
spearean Festival which includes 
the film side-event as one of its 
10-weeks’ activities. 

Opening the proceedings on the 
evening of Aug. 21 will be “The 
Scapegoat” (British), starring Sir 
Alec Guinness and Irene Worth. 
Guinness starred on-stage in the 
first Shakespearean Festival here 
and Irene Worth is starring 
season. Both will be present. Also 
skedded for opening night is Jiri 
Trnka, Czechoslovakian directo! 
whose Shakespeare's “A Midsum- 


this 


mer Night's Dream’’will be shown 
on Aug. 26. 

The films will include nine fron 
West Germany; seven from the 
United States; four each from the 
United Kingdom, Canada and Po 
land; three each from Russia and 
;France; two each from Japan 
Australia, Hungary and UNESCO 
one each from China, India, Ital 


Denmark, TI 
Jugs 


Czechoslovakia, 
Netherlands, Sweden, 


and Thailand. 
Following is lineup and dates 
londay Aug. 24 The S« t I 

' ed Kingdom), “Short And Suite” (Car 





ada), “Fable For Friendship” (U NESC 0). | 
Tuesday. Aug 25 2:30 p.m.—“Power 
Among Men” (UNESCO), “Alpine 
Rally” (United Kingdom) 
8:30 p.m “The Idiot” (U.SSR.), “Ad 
ventures of *” (United States) 
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2:30 p.m.—“A Mid 
immer Night’s Dream” (Czechoslo- 
vakia). “City Out Of Time” (Canada), 
Charley Russell's Friends” (United 
States 
8:30 p.n “The Rickshaw Man” (Japan), 
“The Tender Game United States), 
13 a Lagor (Frane 
Thursday. Aug. 27. 2:30 p.m ‘Last Day 
f r ‘A Dancer's 
Vo it “Mischief Mak 
8:30 p.m Road A Year Long” (Yugo 
slavii Serenal Can 
Pri lay, Aug. 28, 2:30 p.m.—‘“Legend of 
irayama Japan) Two Men With 
* ardrobe (Poland), “Johannes Lar 
sen Denmark 
a Sapphire United Kingdor 
H er Wednesda‘ United States 
Saturday Aug. 29—‘The Salvage Gang 
ted Kingdom 
1¢ “Jay Wedding” (U.S.S.R.) 
he Insatiable Bee” (Hungary 
The Doubled Faced Mirror” 
rance), “Diamond Finger” (Thailand). 
8:30 p.m “Blue Denim” (United States), 
ometry” West Germany) 
I Aug 1, 2:30 p.m New Year 
S Singing Wood 
) § Eugene Or n (U.S.S.R.) 
The Earth Is Born United States) 
Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2:30 p.m.—‘“Dreamroad | 
of the Wold” (Germany). “New Guinea 
P l Australia Das Knalleidos 
( 
t House Under the Rocks” 
The Insatiable Bee’ Hur 
Ss 2 0 Ff Si 
i «K ' | ‘ 
t State 
para di I € 
f the Shells ‘ 
T nad Se y ; I 
I \-( Chris In ! 
Z \us P: entar is 
EF A-Germer 
pur Dre s of W ner Swed 
Ss 4 5 ( 
The Fishe er ( 
ser 
Ss 2 i The Roof 
One Day I Rome (German 
' (fF ol 
T Ss pe t | 
“Fabl p” (UNESCO) 


Murder’ Lone Yank Entry at Venice 
Festival: Italy Has 3 Pix, France, 2 


U. §. Juve Rlieeuen 


Film Banned by Greece 
Athens, Aug. 11 

The Greek censorship board 

banned the picture “High School 

Confidential” from Greek screens 

as “teaching the youths by vivid 

examples methods of crime and 


misbehavior 

Metro revs here appealed to the 
Higher Committee existing for 
such cases. But the appeal was re- 
jected, and the film is definitely 
banned. 

The board lately has been 
strict in granting licenses, espe- 
cially with the “suitable for chil- 
dren” label. But in cases where 
juvenile delinquency is portrayed, 
it is more cautious 


Film Booker Tom Burke 
| Sees Video Star-Maker 
As Hollywood Lags 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

While the film companies have 
not had appreciable success the past 
several years in their efforts to 
create new young replacement 
stars of the stature of John Wayne, 
Gary Cooper, Frank Sinatra, Susan 
Hayward, Ingrid Bergman, Marilyn 
Monroe, Bob Hope, James Stewart, 
Lana Turner and Gregory Peck, 
etc., for example, whose names in 
themselves mean something for the 
boxoffice, television is making a 
number of young performers thea- 
tre draws in this territory. 

This is being pointed out by Tom 
Burke, head of by far the area's 
largest buying - booking groups 
comprising more tthan 100 thea- 
tres, some of them among the 
largest and most prosperous, and 
leading independent circuits. 
Burke, an industry pioneer who 
regarded as one of its best 
brains hereabouts, says the tv 
names like Ricky Nelsen, Elvis 
Presley, some of the Western 
video stars such as Gene Barry 
and now, coming up in “Yellow- 
stone Kelly,’ Kookie Byrnes, 
have proven marquee value in this 
territory “and probably in most 
others.” 

“Thus 


very 


is 


in a way, tv is helping the 
boxoffice, as well, of course, as 
hurting it,” Burke points out. “A 
good performance in a good vehicle 
gives these younger newcomers 
subsequent boxoffice potential. 

“The film companies can't be 
blamed for not developing more 
young boxoffice stars to replace the 
older ones who have managed to 
hang on. And exhibitors shouldn't 
be taken to task for allegedly not 
doing their share to create fresh 
luminaries. 

“One of the main obstacles today 
is the difficulty in making film per- 
sonalities glamorous to the public. 


Our business has changed. In the 
better old days Hollywood-created 


commonplace 
its lum- 


glamor was almost 
and spelled boxoffice for 


inaries possessors.’ 

In this territory Rock Hudson 
rates as the No. 1 boxoffice draw 
among the comparatively newer 
generation of stars, Burke feels 
Others held in respect by the 


area’s exhibitors and helpful to the 
boxoffice include, of course, Paul 
Newman, Tony Curtis, Brigitte 
Bardot, Joanne Woodward, Jack 
Lemon, Jerry Lewis, Yul Brynner, 
Doris Day, Robert Wagner, Alec 
Guinness and Dean Martin. 


_—— , 
Promising ‘Circus’ Pace 

Allied Art “Big Circus” on 
basis of the past week’s boxof- 


ists’ 


the 


fice experience looks to become 
the biggest grosser in the com- 
pany’s histor Big tent entry 
grossed $76.500 on opening in 28 
theatres of the RKO circuit in the 
New York area, allegedly the big- 
gest opening for a film on second 
run in 20 years at the chain. “Cir- 
cus” had its premiere at the Roxy 

For a comparison, the much 
pusn d “Hercule Jose ph Le- 
vines import wi Nn is cieaning up 
around most of the country, drew 
$90,000 on debut day. But this 
was first run there was 
no showing on Broadway. 


Venice, Aug. 11. 
“Anatomy of a Murder” (Col) 
will be the only Yank film com- 
peting in this year’s Venice Fea- 
ture Film Festival. List of pix se 
lected for the fall film classic by 
a five-man committee shows Great 


Britain also in with one entrant, 
Kevin McClory’s “Boy and the 
Bridge” while Italy placed three 
and France two feature pix in the 
total of 14 culled from more than 
500 potential entries over a_ six- 
month selection period 

Italy’s three are Mario Monicel- 
lis “La Grande Guerra” The 
Great War); Roberto Rossellini’s 
“I] Generale della Rovere” ‘(Gen- 
eral della Rovere); and Carlo Liz- 
zani’s “Esterina.”” France placed 
Claude Chabrol’s “A Double Tour” 

Double Turn), and Robert Hos- 
sein’s “La Nuit des Espions The 
Night of the Spies). 

Other contestants at Venice 
event, which starts rolling Aug. 23, 
are: “Almatlan Evek” ‘Sleepless 
Years) Hungary; “Ansiktet” (The 
Face), directed by Ingmar Berg- 
man, Sweden; “Enjo” ‘(The Flame 


of Torment) Japan; “Hunde Wollt 
Ihr Ewig Leben” (Dogs, Must You 
Live Forever), directed by Franz 
Wisbar, Germany; “Pociag” (‘Night 
Train) Poland; “Sonada” ‘Sonata), 
directed by Juan Bardem, Spain; 
“V Tvoi Rukh Jizn” (The Life in 
Your Hands) USSR). 

Despite previous reports that it 
would be included, acceptance of 
Rossellini’s “General della Rovere” 
caused some surprise as pic is still 
shooting while another item, Sat- 
yajit Ray’ “The World of Apu,” 
previously given as a sure entrant, 
is not on the final list. 


3 VENICE FEST PIX 
| SET OFF LEGAL ROW 


Rome, Aug. 11 

Announcement of the names of 
™4 feature pix admitted to this 
year’s Venice Film Festival al- 
ready has resulted in a first official 
protest. Claiming that the three 
Italian entries (“Esterina,” “The 
Great War,’ and “General della 
/Rovere’’) were all unfinished and 
therefore violaeted one of the 
| Venice admission rules, Italian 
producers Goffredo Lombardo and 
Franco Cristaldi have strongly pro- 
tested their inclusion. They also 
have initiated legal action to pro- 
tect their interest with added 
reservation as to the orthodoxy of 
the Festival and eventual final 
prizes awarded during the event. 

According to the beef, both 
“The Great War,” a Dino DeLaur- 
entiis production starring Vittorio 
Gassman, Alberto Sordi and Sil- 
vana Mangano, and ‘General della 





Rovere,” a Zebra (Morris Ergas) 
Production, directed by Roberto 
Rossellini, are currently stiJl in 


the shooting stages while the third 


item, “Esterina,” is still being 
edited 
Fest authorities already have 


replied to the protest by pointing 
out that understandable secrecy 
(and a festival ruling) covered the 
films screened and not admiited to 
the event (14 admitted out of 132 
screened from all countries), and 
that Article 24 of the Venice regu- 
lations empowered Fest authorities 
to make decisions and interpret 
rulings as it saw fit in certain ex- 
ceptional cases. 

Reported in film circles here 
that the Lombardo-Cristaldi pro- 
test probably stems from non-in- 
clusion in the Venice roster of their 
recently-finished productions: “I 
Magliari,” directed by Francesco 


Rosi, and “I] Magistrato,” directed 
by Luigi Zampa. Last-named, how- 
ever, is reportedly denying the 
film was up for Venice, together 
with pix scripters, P. F. Campa- 
nile and Massimo Franciosa 





Venice-Hailed ‘Melephant’ 
Acquired Globally by UI 


Universal has acquired world- 
wide distribution rights to “The 
Boy Who Owned a Melephant.” a 
30-minute Technicolor featurette 


which won a prize in the children’s 


film competition at Venice. The 

picture, narrated by Tallulah Bank- 
ead, will be packaged with “The 
Snow Queen,” the animated Soviet 
film recently Banat for distribu- 
tion by Universal. Plans are to re- 
lease the double bill around 
Christmas. 
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Dreams of Paradise 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 


Eddie Schwartz, local amusement industry printer, Variety Club 


treasure! 


and jokemaker via printed cards, now 


is issuing life 


membership cards to show folks afid newspaper, television and ra- 


dio people in a number of new < 


-lubs he’s launching 


If you're not the joining kind, you’M still be happy to become 


because of their charters,”’ says 
no rules, no Tuesday meet- 


no suggestions, no announcements, no objections, absolutely 


The clubs to which you can give nothing are called “Comfort Me 


affiliated with his organizations 
Eddie. ‘“‘No dues, no don'ts, no officers 
ings 

no pl ins 

V Money “I'm Tired of 

Car Do It Teach It Association, 


Having 
” “I'm Not Completely 


“If You 
Worthless 


Fun Association,” 


I Always Can Serve as a Bad Example Association,” the “I Have 
Hidden Talent But No One Can Find It Club” and the “John Wilkes 


Booth Cun Club.” ° 





Maryiand 


Exhib Body, 42 Years Old, 


Regrets TOA’s Gumshoe Invasion 


Baliimore, Aug. 11 

Allied Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners 0 Maryland, an Allied 
States unit, is disturbed by the 
invasion of Theatre Owners of 
America end the organization in 
this state of a TOA affiliate 

In a letter to George G. Ker- 
asotes, national TOA prexy, Meyer 


Leventhal, president\of the Mary- 
land Allied unit, asked TOA to “re- 
view this si‘uation without delay 
with a view to eliminating this un- 
necessary additional organization.” 

Pointing out that the Maryland 
Allied unit has existed for 42 years 
Leventhal called the TOA action 
a disservice to the industry and to 
exhibitors in particular because of 
the establishment of a competitive 
organization 


Leventhal added that if TOA had 


a story to tell, it should have been 
disclosed to all Maryland exhibi- 
tors “and not in a hotel room out 
of state.’ He noted that “our or- 


ganization would have been happy, 
in fact still would be happy to 
supply a forum to TOA for such a 
presentation.” 

While the Maryland unit is af 
filiated with Allied, Leventhal said 
no reason to believe that 
position is not subject to re- 


there 1s 


“our 


evaluation at all times. Certainly 
our membership would properly 
dem and that the Maryland unit af- 
fi e nationally with that organ- 
ization which demonstrates that 
it can most effectively help our 
membe! 


ship 


PAR PROBES POTENTIAL 
OF THREE REISSUES 


Paramount has scheduled three 
reissues for the fall and each of 
them has a special marketing an- 
gie. Par has done well with certain 
re-runs in the recent past and ob- 
viously is convinced that some of 
the better product of the past is 
capable of doing “A” business in 
the present 


In this instance the “A” business 
falls into the category of $1,000,000 
in domestic rentals 

First of the 
and Delilah,” 
Mille entry 
playoff heels 
ments.” 

Other two are “Country Girl” 
and “Bridges at Toko-Ri,” both 
starring William Holden and Grace 
Kelly, whose names (markedly en- 


“Samson 
older Cecil B. De- 
which comes on the 
of “Ten Command- 


three is 


hanced lately) are being given 
prominent campaign attention. 
Bing Crosby also in “Girl” and 


Mickey Rooney and Fredric March 
also are in “Bridges.” 


‘BEN-HUR’ BOOKINGS 


Atlanta, Dallas Make 12, 13 In 
Metro Deals 
Atlanta and Dallas became the 


12th and 13th cities to obtain ex- 
clusive hardticket engagements of 
Metro's “Ben-Hur.” Roxy Theatre 
in Atlanta, a Wilby- Kincey Thea- 
tre, and the Tower Theatre in Dal- 


las, an Interstate house, signed 
contracts this week for longrun 
engagements. 


Previously the picture had been 
booked at Loew's State, N. Y., 
where the world premiere will be 
held in late November; Boyd, 
Philade!phia; Egyptian, Los An- 
geles; Saxon, Boston; Academy, 
Minneapolis; United Artists, De- 
troit; Alouette, Montreal; Univer- 
sity, Toronto; Capitol, Vancouver; 
Warner, Pittsburgh; Empire, Lon- 
don. All theatres signed to date 
have exclusive runs for their ter- 
ritories. 


+ 





Allied Artists Protests 
Zugsmith and Par Titles 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Allied Artists has filed twe title 
protests with MPAA, one against 
Mike and Albert Zugsmith’s “This 


Rebel Generation” and the other 
against Paramount's “Streets of 
Naples.” 


Protest against Zugsmiths’ title 
is based on AA's recently complet- 


ed “The Rebel Set.” Protest against | 


the Par film is based on similar 
registration, “Streets of Montmar- 
tre,” biopic of Suzanne Valadon 
which will topline Lana Turner. 
Director Douglas Sirk puts pic inte 
production in France next spring. 

In a third protest last week, 
Hughes Productions filed against 
registration of “The Blonde in 
402,” by Edward Small and United 
Artists. 





Nahs Dramatize 
Archaic Sunday 
In Pennsylvania 


Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 


The Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court has been asked to hear 
arguments on the legality of the 
state’s Sunday blue laws by at- 
torney Harold E. Kohn, counsel 
for the Roosevelt Drive-in Thea- 
tre, in Langhorne, and the Town 


Theatre, in Levittown 

Five employes of the two thea- 
tres were arrested and fined by 
Justice of Peace Earl B. Dough- 
erty, of Bristol Township, who was 
conducting a “convicted on sight” 
campaign to focus attention on the 
blue laws 

Kohn asked the court's permis- 
sion to argue in conjunction with 
the hearing on a writ of prohibi- 
tion, skedded for Aug. 17. The 
writ, an injunction asked from the 
higher court against a lower court, 
is sought by Jan Boylan, an em- 
ploye of the Bristol Playhouse, who 
contends the “‘on-sight ronvic- 


tions” are unconstitutional. 
Kohn's petition will raise sev- 
eral points not covered by Mrs. 


Boylan’s action. Kohn will argue 
that the operation of motion pic- 
ture theatres is authorized after 
2 p.m. on Sunday; and that the 
entire Sunday Blue Law passed 
in 1794 is unconstitutional, be- 
cause it respects the establishment 
of a religion. Counsel also con- 
tends that the law is discrimina- 
tory by virtue of the number of 
exceptions to it. 

Chief Justice Charles Alvin 
Jones has already signed an order 
restraining Dougherty from con- 
victing any more violators. 
his one-man Sunday rampage 
through Bucks County (26), Jus- 
tice Dougherty issued more than 
200 onviction notices ($4 fine and 
$9 costs). Among his arrests were 
two toll collectors for the Penn- 
sylvania Turnpike Commission. 





Richard D. Heffner Inc. has been 
authorized to conduct a business 
in the production and broadcasting 
of motion picture film, with office 
in New York. Capital stock is 200 
shares, no par value. Directors are 
Benjamin Heffner, John E. Joseph, 


| David Gerstein. 


On | 


one VANDAL PROBLEM 


VIA GOOD KID CLUB 


| 
Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Plagued by an excess of juve- 
nile vandalism, Chi’s Nortown The- 
atre, a nabe house, licked the prob- 
lem by initiating a “Good Citizen- 
ship Club” that requires member- 
ship and rules compliance by its 8 


to 18-year-old Saturday matinee 
patronage 

Begun late last May, Nortown 
manager Erwin Noyer says the 
scheme since then has reduced 
seat-cuttings and wall-marking by 
more than half. Noisemaking has 
also been lowered to at least a tol- 
erable decibel level. 

Noyer relates that part of the 
problem was finding a “tactful 


solution to the mischief, a cure that 
wouldn't alienate business. He and 
his staff them hit upon the club 
idea, and since have issued more 
than 5.000 membership cards which 
the youngsters must flash at the 
boxoffice for Saturday matinee ad- 
mittance (with the price of a ticket, 
of course). Club’s regulations even 
provide for punching a card for 
minor infractions, and a serious 
violation is enough to get the of- 
fender evicted from the club. In 
that case, says Noyer, the miscreant 
is allowed into the theatre only if 
a parent is in tow. 

As expected, the project did in- 
hibit biz some at the outset, but 
since then moppets and parents 
alike have come to see the wisdom 
of the plan. Now Noyer is think- 
ing of issuing snappy membership 
buttons, figuring, that kids, too, are 
status-seekers. 


Arbiter Clears ‘Murder’ In 


_ Title; Burt Balaban Now 
Seeking Release Deal 


Rights to the title “Murder 
Inc.,”’ originally claimed by 
different producers, went to Prin- 
cess Production Corp., headed by 
Burt Balaban, as a result of arbi 
tration vroceedings conducted by 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica. Balaban’s outfit won out over 
two different firms which were 
part of the final arbitration hear 
ings — Milton Sperling's United 
Sites Pictures and the King Bros 
Allied Artists, also a claimaint to 
the title, withdraw before the hear 
ings started. The other firms fell 
by the wayside in the course of the 
controversy. 

With the title now free and 
clear, Balaban is proceeding with 
plans to place the film in produc- 
tion. His version will be based on 
“Murder Inc.,” the book by Burton 
Turkus, the assistant district at- 
orney who prosecued the mob that 
became known as Murder Inc. Bal- 
aban is presently negotiating with 
a number of majors for financing 
and distribution. 
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25 Theatres, Return to Fed Judge, 
Demand Earlier Runs in Pittsburgh 





Mending Some Fences? 
St. Paul, Aug. 11 
Exhibitors here are going 
the limit to improve their pub- 
lic relations which apparently 
haven't been sufficientiy good 
to bring effective antidaylight 
Saving time pressure on state 
legislators 
For example, the local Rivi- 
era theatre held an invitation 
special screening of “The 
Nun's Story” (WB) for Catho- 
lic sisters who found it impos- 
sible to attend during regular 
theatre hours 
Riviera also unspeoled Al- 
lied Artists’ “The Big Circus” 
for some 250 children of vari- 
ous community houses and 
orphanages 


Common Mart 


Shows Little 
Effect on Pix 


Paris, Aug. 4, 

According to sources here, the 
Common Mart since its inception 
in January last year has had lit- 
tle real effect as yet on films. How- 
ever, it is expected that certain 
repercussions and changes because 
of this CM economic sharing setup 
may be visible perhaps next year. 

So far co-productions have not 
appreciably risen since 1958 
France passed an eight-year ai 
bill which stymied burgeoning co- 
production with West Germany 
which has no aid program and 
therefore acts against cooperation 
since French would be giving aid 
and partners would not be recip- 
rocating 





There a movement afoot to 
set up a CM statistical pool to give 
a clearer picture of CM film activi- 
This a proposal of the 
French Centre Du Cinema crack 
statistics man Claude Degand. It 
also felt that under the CM a 
near future project to make a 
general quota setup for all CM na- 
tions instead of individual quota 
arrangements between all the 
countries. This, it is said, could 
give a new competitive push to 
film biz in the CM and provide 
the countries having better films 
more playing time. 

There will be a major CM film 
meeting in Brussels in October 
which should clarify the CM film 
setup. So far the CM has had no 
effect on Yank positions in either 
of the six (France, Italy, West Ger- 
man, Holland, Belgium, Luxem- 
bourg) CM signatories 


Is 


1s 
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Visit to the Starlight Drive-In 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

At a time when exhibitors are 
so fond of giving lip service to the 
public's comfort and convenience 
and not a convention goes by when 
exhibitor leaders don't exhort their 
colleagues to modernize and put 
stress on service, it is as astonish- 
ing as it is frustrating and annoy- 
ing to come across theatre opera- 
tions where the management in 
fact tells the public to go to hell 

Last week, on one of those warn 
nights, I took my family and some 
friends to the Starlight Drive-In 
on the Albany Post Rd. in Harmon, 
N.Y. The picture was Columbia's 
“It Happened to Jane,” a light 
comedy and just the kind of fare 
we were looking for that evening. 
By the time we drove out of the 
Starlight—well before the feature 
was finished—all of us were 
thoroughly disgusted and swore 
that, next time ‘round, we'd just 
| stay home and gab. 
| After paying our 95c admission, 
we never saw another person from 
the drive-in personnel. Nobody di 
rected cars, nobody checked on 
anything, in short we were com- 
pletely on our own. A car had trou- 
ble backing out, so we stood for 
|long minutes until the “traffic 


| jam” got straightened out. Finally, ' 


we found our post and settled down 
to enjoy the show. 

Next discovery: The speaker 
didn't work. We backed up to an- 
other speaker. This one carried 
the voices from the soundtrack, 
but they were indistinguishable. 
We tried a third, still no good. In 
all, we hooked on five different 
speakers. Not one of them gave 
satisfactory service. We finally re- 
signed ourselves to the fact that 
the speakers at the Starlight just 
weren't clear. 

As the film progressed, an “an- 
nouncer” at frequent intervals 
broke into the screen dialog with 
such important items as: “Jeannie 
is wanted at the concession booth,” 


+ 


| 
| 


“Joe, the projectionist wants you,” | 


etc; all this 
After about a half hour, a steady 
static blanked out anything else in 
the speaker. It lasted for six to 
seven minutes. By the time it dis- 
appeared, most of the cars were 
blowing their horns furiously and 
people were turning on their 
brights in an effort to catch the 
projectionist’s attention. 


over the soundtrack. | 


| 
In the car next to us were two'! 


couples. We heard them vent their 
anger in no uncertain terms. When 
the static returned briefly, and it 
seemed to us that the film had run 
out of ideas, we decided to quit 
and go home for a cup of coffee. 
Fred Hift. 


\ 


By LENNY LITMAN 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 11 

Some 29 Western Pennsyivania 
theatre owners went to court 
Wednesday (5) to get an earlier 
shot at showing films after their 
downtown theatre runs 

The suit filed in Federal Court 
is a follow-up of an action taken 


by Basle Theatres Inc., operators 
of the Mt. Lebanon Drive-In The- 
atre. The operators charged that 


five major Hollywood film distri- 
butors have “rigged” rules to the 
disadvantage of outlying situations, 

Federal Judge MclIlvane last 
January handed down a ruling re- 
quiring the distributors to make 
prints available to theatres outside 
the first run category within 17 
days after downtown runs 

The ruling allowed Warner Bros., 
RKO, Loew’s, Universal and United 


Artists to exempt three special 
films a year from the quick play- 
off order 


In last week's action, the theatre 
owners said the ruling has led to 
the establishment of a_ revised 
booking system under which they 
are required to bid for recent re- 
leases against owners of theatres 
who are not their competitors. 

They also complained that the 
distributors have cut the number 
of prints available to outlying 
houses 

The three-film exemption is also 
being abused, it was claimed 

The petition asks the court to 
end any conspiracy to delay sub- 
urban showings of the movies and 
to force distributing firms to make 
the films available on the terms 
outlined in the order involving 
Basie Theatres’ suit. 


‘NEW FACES’ SHORT FOR 
TV FROM COLUMBIA 


As part of its new talent devel- 
opment program, Columbia has 
prepared a seven-minute short, 
“New Faces,.”” designed to intro- 
duce its new players to tv audi- 
ences 

Personalities shown in the film 
include Evy Norlund, Michael Cal- 
len, Joby Baker, James Darren, Jo 
Morrow and Rian Garrick. 

Film company has also readied 
for distribution to tv a featurette 
plugging William Goetz’s “They 
Came to Cordura.” Television re- 
lease is handled through an ore 
ganization headed by Bruce Bala- 
ban, 


FAREWELLING KURTZMAN 


Dinner of 800 Expected, Including 
Cardinai and Governor 





Boston, Aug. ll. 
A dinner’ honoring Charles 
Kurtzman, former northeast div. 
mgr,» Loew's, has been set for 
Sept. 12 at Sheraton-Plaza hotel. 


About 800 are expectec to attend 
the affair, dubbed a “Thank You, 
Charlie Kurtzman” dinner. 

Kurtzman, transferred to 
New York office of Loew's, was 
active in civic, social and com- 
munity affairs during his long run 
here. William Elder, managing di- 
rector of Loew's Warfield Theatre, 
San Francisco, has been named 
division mgr. for Loew replacing 
Kurtzman, who also came from 
Frisco 

Dinner party will also serve as 
a farewell to Kurtzman and his 
bride, the former Mrs. Harriet Ro- 
senwald, widow of the late M-G 
mer.. Benn H. Rosenwald. George 
Swartz, one of the originators of 
the Jimmy Fund, is chairman of 
the dinner committee. 


the 


Among promiuent Bostonians 
who will attend the Kurtzman tes- 
timonial are Cardinal Cushing, 


Governor Furcolo, Mayor Hynes. 
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Sports to Get a Big Tintplay On 
NBC-TY; 21 Color Remotes Set For 
59-'60 Slotting; Add New 3506 Unit 


In NBC-TYV’'s drive to put more 





color on the airwaves, the only 
area not really exploited by the 
network until now is sports, but 
when next season gets underway 
the tinted athletes will be present 
in infinitely greater force than 
ever before on the schedule. Web 
will have completed a second re- 
mote color unit, costing some 
$350,000 Aug. 29, in time for 
the first of the colorized sports 
events 

Ney Oo camera truck unit, 
plus the original two-truck, five- 
camera b now on the Coast, will 
enable the network to move to 
sports locales with much greater 
flexibilit han previously, thereby 
enabling, for instance, tint treat- 
ment of World Series baseball | 
games n the past, NBC-TV 
couldn't el its one unit fast 
enough or far enough to catch 


a World Series 
color athlete slate will 


both cities 
Expanded 


carry NBC-TV into mid-January 
but that’s not the whole story; web 
is in the preliminary stages of 
mapping out a tinted sked through 
as much of the rest of the year as 


possible 


With the new unit, NBC-TV will 


multichrome the final two-days, 
beginning Aug. 29, of the Davis 
Cup tennis games at Forest Hills, 
N. ¥ 

Last year, NBC-TV did only half 
of the World Series, and only four 
of the games on the whole college 
(NCAA) football agenda. Next sea- 
son, the web will do all of the 
baseball championships. barring 
ny technical difficulties that 
might be encountered if either of 
the Chicago teams or Milwaukee 
gets into the big league finale 
Otherwise, web can easily utilize 


its two color remote units on the 
ballparks of the winning clubs 
And instead of four games, NBC 


will do at least 11 games—maybe 
more—grid frays in color. Having 
a unit on the Coast will also en- 
able the network to tint up the 
Jan. 1 Tourney of Roses from 
Pasadena. In all, the immediate 
plan calls for a potential of 21 
color sports remotes, with the 


planned windup on Jan. 17, when 
the pro grid bowl game is played 
in Los Angeles 

NBC-TYV, like all other tv webs, 
still faces a problem when it comes 


to doing color remotes, whether in 
sports or international exhibits. 
Although the color lens has be- 
come, an is reportedly still be- 


coming sensitive, there are 


Continued on page 50) 


more 


Breck’s Yen For 
Sunday Specials 


After fishing around four weeks 
for some tv specials to sponsor, 
Breck Shampoo is on the brink of 
lighting upon eight of the NBC-TV 
“Sunday Showcase” original dra- 
mas. Should the deal be finalized, 
the network will have li of the 
live hourlong dramatic originals 
buttoned up for 1959-1960. 

Web is not sure whether there'll 





be 16 or 17 originals in all. And, 
besides the pending Breck biz, 
RCA has closed for three of the 
stanzas during the early part of 
the season. Breck’s buy would be 
for eight after the first of next 
year 


Nevada ‘World Premiere’ 


Heopla for ‘Bonanza’. 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
idopting an old Hol- 
and will “world 


NBC-TV is 
ly wood 
premiere 


eustom 


its hourlong “Bonanza” | 


series in Reno and Virginia City, | 


latter the locale of the series, in a 
special hoopla on Aug. 22. 
Network will plane the Holly- 
wood press to Reno for two days of 
parades and civic ceremonies 
wrapped up in a “Bonanza Days 
tagline. Participating wiil be Gov- 


ernor Grant Sawyer of Nevada 
along with Lieut. Gov. Rex Bell 
and Mayor Bud Baker of Reno. 


WELDON’S NEWS AS 
WNEW-TV ENTRY 


Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp 
is finally going to utilize Martin 
Weldon’s news services in the tv 
area, Weldon, hired. some months 
ago to establish an exclusive news- 
gathering department for WNEW 
Radio, N. Y., which he did, will 
sometime in September begin on 
sister WNEW-TV a bi-weekly half- 
hour on feature news. 

Video program, aimed for Sun- 
day exposure with Sept. 20 the 
tentative WNEW-TV starting date 
will have a “magazine” concept 
in which several recent news 
stories will be analyzed. Weldon, 
whose priniepal job at WNEW Ra- 
dio has been to oversee the 15- 
man reporter-writer staff, will not 
only produce but reportedly 
pear on the tv showcase. 


NBC Cant Unload 
Hudson as Legiter 


So Must Renovate 


NBC board of directors has de- 
cided to reconvert the Hudson The- 
atre on Manhattan's West 44th St 
to its original 1,117-seat legitimate 
theatre status, in an effort to at- 
tract a buyer. Web made the de- 
cision late last week to spend ap- 
proximately $100,000 to wipe out 
the marks of the tv studio that the 
Hudson became in 1949. 

Web had been trying for months 
to sell the theatre-turned-studio to 


ap 





legit interests, but none of the many 


dickers came to anything. NBC was 
asking a reported $850,000 for 
building and property, which runs 
from 44th, east of Broadway, 
through to 45th St. Network con- 
verted the house to tv in '49, after 
paying nearly $600,000 to a syn- 
dicate including Howard Lindsay 
and Russel Crouse, Leland Hay- 
ward, Elliott Nugent and Howard 
Cullman. In 1958, the property was 
assessed at $535,000 and the land 
alone was assessed at $440,000 

Network board decided that it 
would be easer by far to sell the 
property back to legit if it were 
first reconverted. 

NBC feels the setup is no longer 
necessary. Web has more live pro- 
grams coming from Hollywood 
next season than from New York, 
and, besides, the NBC big color 


studios in Brooklyn § apparently 
suffice the web’s immediate pro- 
duction needs in the east. All of 


the programs, including the Jack 
Paar latenighter, have in recent 
months been moved from the Hud- 
son to other studios in N. Y 





CARNEY’S ‘OUR TOWN’ 
Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town” 
gets another whirl on tv. This time 
Art Carney will be the star. It’ll be 


Wells, Bradford Team | 
On Kern TV Special 


Holly g@20d, Aug. 11. 

Bob Wells and Johnny Bradford, | 
the brother team who used to | 
script the Dinah Shore show (Wells 
co-produced last season) are being | 
reunited for Wells’ one-shot NBC- | 
TV production, “A Toast to Jerome 
Kern.” | 
Wells has hired Bradford to col- 
laborate on the script of the Sept. 


22 special, which the U. S. Brew- 
ers Foundation will sponsor and 
which Wells will produce. Mean- 


while, in their separate endeavors, 
Wells and Sidney Miller have fin- 
inshed the script for Gene Kelly's 


Pontiac special on NBC Dec. 10, | 
which Wells will produce, and 
Bradford has completed an un- 
titled original comedy screenplay 


for Joe Pasternack at Metro. 


Admen, TV Preducers’ 
Hostility Can Botch Up 
Many a Show: Dozier 


Chicago, Aug. 11 
CBS v.p. William Dozier, here 
last Friday (7) to address the sec- 


workshop on Creativ- 
counseled the 
harangu- 


ond annual 
ity in Advertising 
ad trade to stop its petty 


ing with producers and to work 
instead for the longrange stature, 
integrity and success of tv shows 


People involved in putting on tv 
shows usually produce more mem- 
oranda than shows,” he said. 

Dozier, in charge of Hollywood 
programming for the web, stated 
that hostility which 
between ad representatives 

producers had doomed 
failure. The over 
protective ad man and the agency- 
bating producer now stand for 
hostile factions.” 


the open 
exists 
and tv 


many shows to 


two 


Ideally, he said, the networks 
should retain control of all pro- 
grams, but producers should be 
able to expect help, not interfer- 
ence, from the ad boys. If the 
creative ability of producers is 
hamstrung by ad men it will dis- 
courage new talent and alienate 
those already in the-field. “It’s 
the duty of the agency men and 
producers to work together to in- 
sure the best programs possible 
for the tv audience,” he averred 

Dozier was a late replacement 
at the workshop, selected to par-;: 
ticipate for Hubbell Robinson, 


when the latter left CBS a month 
ago 


PHILCO’S $2,386,000 
6-MONTH EARNINGS 


Philadelphia, Aug. 11 
Phileo Corp. reported earnings 


of $2,386,000 


or 54c a common 
share, in the first half of 1959 
During last year's first six months 
the firm. suffered a loss of 
$1,442,000 
Profits for the second quarter 
totaled $797.000, or 17c a share, 
compared with a loss of $344,000 


in the second quarter of 1958. First 
half sales spurted to $181,345,000 
from $149,895,000 in the corre- 
sponding 1958 period Second 
sales totaled $85,787,000, 
with $75,879,000 in the 


quarter 
con of 


) 








ared 


same three months last year. 
Balto’s Big Stick 
altos Big Stic 
Baltimore, Aug. 11. 
Baltimore’s new tv tower for all 
ee local channels went into op- 
eration: Sunday at 11 p.m. with 
ceremonies in which Governor 


Tawes and Mayor Grady took part. 
7 is said to be the 
cond of its type in existence and 


lower, which 











done as one of the Pontiac series the only one carrying three anten- 
of specials on NBC-TV and has nas, is 1,049 feet above sea leve! 
been pencilled in as a 90-minute Located at Television Hill home 
entry the night of Jan. 8 of WJZ-TV, the tower is built to 
Carney all told will do six Pon- withstand winds up to 165 miles 
tiac specs. per hour 
¢ 


Kangaroos Pouch Loaded 


Not much more than a year ago CBS-TV was considering the 


advisability of calling it quits wit! 
garoo” entry. It was costing the 


its early morning 
network something 


“Capt. Kan- 
like $2,000,- 


000 a year and was getting nowhere 
The tables have now been reversed, however, and “Kangaroo” 


will move into the realm of daytime success stories when, 


as pres- 


ently anticipated, it posts an SRO on sponsorship in October. In- 


stead of losing $2,000,000, it will be netting the web about $1,000,- 


000. 


In addition to the Mon.-through-Fri 
an additional crack at some Satu 


9 am. period, where it can be 


entry, “Kangaroo” will have 
income, moving into the 8 to 
had for $7,500 per segment (as 


day 


against $5,000 per seg during the week). 


Strange-Things-Are-Happening Dept. 


Something approximating the 


Eisenhower-Khrushchev “one-big- 


happy world” make-believe seems to be taking hold in television. 
Take, for example, “America Pauses In September,” first in the 


new series of musicals specials 


sponsored by Coca-Cola. It'll be 


seen next month on NBC-TY. But the show is presently being pre- 


taped with a CBS crew. 


Then there’s the new Rodgers & Hammerstein musical headed 
for Broadway starring Mary Martin. 


NBC has put up the coin for 


go to RCA. It goes to Columbia Records. 





the show. But the album doesn't 





a 





No Dawn-to-Dusk Coverage On | 


Mr. K.; B’casters to Play It ‘By Ear’ 





Zenith’s Peak Biz 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 


Zenith Radio Corp. continues 
to operate at record highs. Net 
income for second quarter of 1959 
was $1,577,830 or 54c a share, up 
65° from the 1958 period, and 
total sales registered $47,642.024 


more than $15,000,000 better than 


the same period a year ago 

Zenith also reported’ record 
sales and earnings for the six 
months ended June 30. Consoli- 
dated net earnings were 64°% 
better than for the same period a 
year ago, and sales totaled $106.- 
862.800 vis-a-vis $74,470,506 in 
1958 


All NY. Flagships 
(WABC, Too) Inte 


News-Pubaffairs 


Alert 
network 


r rumblings from 
N. Y., the ABC 
radio and ty flags are also taking 
steps which could readily lead to 
the establishment of news and 
public affairs departments sepa- 
rate from those at ABC proper. 
WABC Radio just hired Edwin 
Silverman as first director of 
news and special events, effective 
this week. Rather than depend on 
John Daly’s ABC operation entire- 
ly, radio outlet gearing on its 
own to provide more extensive lo- 
cal news coverage. Like so many 
other stations in the Gotham mar- 


rivals in 


its 


is 


ket, Silverman’s principal job will 
be to provide lots of on-the-spot 
news. 


Meantime, at WABC-TV a deci- 
sion has reportedly been reached 
to do an extensive public affairs 
program, something the station has 
not done before. For the time 
being, at any rate, it doesn't ap- 
pear as though WABC-TV will hire 
a fulltimer like Silverman at 
WABC Radio, but, if it does go 
ahead with the local pubaffairs se- 
ries it is said to have in mind, it 
will request Daly's aid in prepar- 
ing the skein. Later on, perhaps— 
or if Daly doesn’t come through 
with the manpower for the locally- 
inspired WABC-TV will hire its 
own men 

Decision to do some kind of local 
public service telecasting was 
made last week by WABC-TV's 
newly -organized program plans 
beard. Involved in a_ three-day 
meeting were program chief Al 
Hollander, WABC-TV topper Jo- 
seph Stamler, research director 
Larry Pollock and sales manager 
James Szabo. 

Though it is known the board 
was also considering the possibil- 
ity of a live latenight program 
strip in lieu of feature films. 
Otherwise, the ABC-TV flag re- 
cently bought several 20th-Fox re- 


runs pictures that originally 
showed on in the met area via 
WNTA-TV. At the close of the 
meeting, WABC-TV declined dis- 


cussing what, if any, was the de- 
cision on the live show. 


MBS’ 13 New Affils 


In the five weeks under 
management, Mutual Broadcasting 
has signed up 13 new affils and 
renewed its contract with N.Y 





new 


| flagship WOR for the radio web's 


daily feed of news, and 
features. 
Among the new outlets is KAYO, 


33-year-old Seattle, Wash., indie. 


sports 


* Certainly Premier Khrushchev 
will get extensive radio-tv cover- 
age when he visits the U.S. next 


month but few believe that the top 
Communist leader will be the re- 


cipient of dawn-to-dusk attention 
on the part of American broad- 
casters 


“We'll play it by all along,” 


ear 


William R. McAndrew, veep of 
NBC News, said this week Natu- 
rally, this is a big story, and 
Khrushchev is a shrewd politico 
and showoff in front of the mike. 


He does indeed make for a colorful 
video personality but we don’t pro- 
pose to give his appearance here 
complete sunrise to midnight cov- 
erage that some people have been 
led to believe. We don't expect to 
be on hand with our mikes and 
cameras everytime Khrushchev 
coughs, but you can bet we'll cover 
his significant steps at all times.” 

Top news execs said the Khrush- 
chev visit here would be in the 
nature of a diplomatic exercise in- 
sofar as the broadcasters were con- 
cerned but, above all, a certain 
amount of American patriotism 
will go into each of the broadcasts. 

Broadcasters made it clear that 
under no circumstances would they 
take orders from the State Depart- 
ment or other governmental agen 
cies as to when and how to handle 
the Khrushchev visit here. Broad- 
casters of course, would confer 
with Press Secretary Hagerty in 
the White House, on occasion, for 
guidance but, most assuredly final 
decisions regarding radio-tv cover- 
age will be made by web execs and 


emphatically no one else 
McAndrew had _ suggested toe 
Washington that NBC was inter- 


ested in doing an hour-long pro- 
gram wiih the USSR Premier in 
which the first 30 minutes wouid 
be straight talk and the remainder 
given over to questions from news- 
men 

McAndrew was planning to bring 
over Joseph Michaels, Moscow cor- 


respandent, for the Khrushchev 
visit. Other staffers on the job 
here would be David Brinkley, 


Frank McGee and Pauline Freder- 


ick. Don Meaney, national tv news 
editor, would be coordinator for 
tv-radio 


Colgate Ponders 
Daytime Stake 


along with General 
Foods, is one of the major spenders 
on CBS-TV, with something like 
$20,000,000 in the Columbia spon- 
sor kitty. The two major items 
next season (representing $12,000,- 
000) will be half of the Ed Sullivan 
show and half of the “Perry Mason” 
Saturday entry. 

In addition, Colgate will be con- 
tinuing with the Wednesday night 
“Millionaire” half-hour series, and 
two daytime shows, “Top Dollar” 
and “Big Payoff.” It’s in the area 
of the latter two shows, both of 

have been declining on the 


Colgate 


which 
rating charts, that Colgate has been 
doing some reappraising with an 
eye toward a possible change. It’s 
considered possible that if Col- 
gate’s interest in “Millionaire” 
holds up, the series will be moved 
into either one of the two daytime 
slots for network stripping. Deci- 
sion will probably rest on early 
fall rating returns 





ee , 

Jerry Lewis’ ‘Merton 

Jerry Lewis will follow up his 
“Jazz Singer” dramatic entry on 
the Ford Tuesday night NBC-TV 
specials with a second drama en- 
try. Itll be “Merton of the 
Movies.” 

Both will be produced jointly by 
Hubbell Robinson Productions and 
| Jerry Lewis Productions. 





Wednesday, August 12, 1959 


VARIETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 





29 





CAN RATINGS BE MINIMIZED? 





Clairol: Will She or Won't She? 


Clairol Inc 
ident Oliver Treyz. Sponsor, a d 
that it was given the 
Thursday 7:30-8 p.m 
its lawyers} presently 
against the network 


To term it mildly, 


is 


runaround by 
time period for 
mulling 


is upset by ABC-TV and its pres- 


ivision of Bristol-Myers, believes 
the network regarding the 
next season, and (through 


what action should be taken 


Time period in question was sold to Warner Lambert for the 


new Gale Storm show, allegediy after a Clairol commitment for 
the half-hour had been accepted by Treyz 

Reliable sources have reported that early in July ABC-TV de- 
livered to Foote, Cone & Belding, the Clairol agency, a written 
proposal offering minute participations in the Gale Storm show at 
$23,000 each, which is far less than network rate card. The 7:30 
time period was then difficult to sell 

By July 17, a verbal okay from Clairol is understood to have 


been given to Treyz. Since verbal 
course, 


in the 30-minute telefilm program, 
But four days later, 
order was needed and had not be 


program were sold entirely to Warner 


Tensions have been mounting s 
Bristol-Myers is known to have 
on the situation. This week, 
for BM had no comment other th 

This is the second 
where ABC-TV has had trouble w 


Clairol assumed that the order, 


ABC notified FC&B that 


though 


instance come to light 


deals are par for the network tv 
for 22 minutes over 13 weeks 
was firm. 

since a written 
en forthcoming, the time and the 
Lambert. 

ince that date. For a short while, 
been involved in making policy 
a high-ranking spokesman 
is a Clairol matter.” 

in as many weeks 
ith sponsors over meeting alleged 


an “it 


commitments. Previously, Carnation. which had evidently been 
offered a substantive discount by ABC-TV to participate in “Un- 
touchables” and “Sugarfoot,” felt the need of taking legal steps 
to force ABC to comply with the agreement. Case never got into 


court 


threat of action seemed sufficient to bring 


ABC around 








A Bill of Paar-ticulars 


NBC-TV Star Unburdens Himself In One Fell Swoop 


Jack Paar and his guests have 
been snaring considerable feature 
space in the national mags. Paar 
in the final installment of his three- 
parter in Look comments rather 
sharply on a number of his guests. 
He tells of his experiences with 


Elsa Maxwell and her “uninhibited 
burblings” particularly the one in 
which she said Walter Winchell 
had never voted. Miss Maxwell was 
wrong and Paar subsequently went 
on the air with a correction. That 
Paar’s sentiments concerning Win- 
chell haven't changed one iota is 
evidenced by other opinion in 
the Lvok article. 

Nor is Paar sweetly disposed 
toward Steve Allen. “I don’t think 
Steve is feeling very well, but he'll 
be better after the operation to 
have Maverick removed from his 
back,” Paar writes. “He has done 
s0 much public soul searching that 
he beginning to sound like a 
saint, But he has to convince me he 
can walk on the water. Until then, 
he will have to take the Staten Is- 
land ferry like the rest of us.” 

Paar also has some wry observa- 
tions to make about his “well-pub- 
licized difference with Dody Good- 
man.” He observes that “before 
long, people began to consider us 
a team It was like being a 
guest of honor at a shotgun wed 
ding. Eventually Dody was doing 
so much of the talking I felt like 
inued on page 52) 


Velotta Shifting 
Back to Gotham 


Thomas Velotta returning 
permanently to New York for ABC 
where he will be placed in charge 
of reporting to 
the programming veepee 
Thomas Moore. According to the 
web, veteran Velotta’s new job will 
not conflict with that of pub- 
affairs-news boss John Daly. 

Velotta, who once was second-in 
command to Daly in the news and 
public affairs field for ABC, moved 


is 


Con 


is 


special events, 


web's 


to the Coast about two years ago 
for the network. His return was 
speculated nearly a full year ago 


—as Daly's replacement. 
However, when he does come 
back shortly itll be to oversee 
what shapes.as an upbeat sched- 
ule by ABC-TV of sports and en- 
tertainment one-shots, 


As Mag Gives 


‘ing with two 


Him Platform 


Write & See the World 


The radio-tv writer the new- 
est addition to today's global show 
business. Writer Bill Jacobson, 
who just returned from Paris 
where he penned a radio spec for 
fall presentation by NBC, planed 
out to Copenhagen this week to 
script a tv spec for Victor Borge 
which is set for NBC-TV exposure 

Jacobson, who has been signed 
to write the Pat Boone show this 
fall, is also working on a Bell Tel- 
ephone special in association with 
Ervin Drake 





is 


NBC-TV's ‘Dollar’ 
No 10:30 Scholar, 


Sponsor Scrams 


Because NBC-TV 
the 
by 


could not clear 
number of stations demanded 
Mogen David, the wine adver- 
gave up its hold on the 10:30- 
11 p.m. slot on Thursdays in order 
fo buy the 8-8:30 p.m. Wednesday 
slot on ABC-TV for next season 
Mogen Dav:d has scheduled “Dol- 
a Second” for the NBC time, 
with the bankroller’s depar- 
the network has knocked off 
and put the Herb Wolf- 
“Masquerade Party” in 
Web is currently dicker- 
new, alternate-week 
sponsors to buy the panel show, 
but on a shorter station lineup than 
sponsor Mogcn David wanted for 
“Second.” 
Winery 
Clock” as 
time entry 
Same sponsor 
querade Party’ 
But, “Party,” 
summer on 
period that 
proved too 
vid's tastes. 
“Clock” is also an ABC-TV day- 
time program strip. Because this 
Clayton (Bud) Collier audience 
participation stanza is among the 


tiser 


lar 
but 
ture, 
“Dollar” 
produced 
instead 


settled on “Beat the 
its new ABC-TV night- 

ironically, after the 
tried to get “Mas- 
over to 
which is running this 
NBC-TV in the same 
it will next fall, 
costly for Mogen Da- 


get 
[ 


web's stronger pre-dark entries, 
plans are to keep it on as both a 
day and night program Package 


belongs to Goodsoa & Todman. 

During the summer Block Drug 
and P. Lorillard sponsor ““Masque- 
rade Party” on NBC. It's under- 
stood one of the two fall sponsors 
for the program NBC is seeking is 
jagain Block Drug. 


| phy, 


ABC-TV. | 





IF NOT, NETWORKS, Research Boy’ Makes Good As 


ARE OUT ON 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Just about this time each year 
the tv networks “do some collec- 
tive thinking on “how can we 
minimize the ratings in the up- 
coming season and help create a 
whole new healthy atmosphere in 
which quality programming rather 
than nose-counting, will be the 
major vardstick?” 

Things are no different now as 
the networks gird for the ‘59-60 
semester. In fact, the distress has 
been compounded by a determina- 
tion, both at NBC and CBS ‘ABC 
is playing it strictly for mass audi- 
fence appeal), to move into areas 


more calculated to invite a success 
| d'estime rather than runaway rat- 
ings. With a little less accent on 


the Nielsen and the Trendex, and 
a little more appreciation for the 
“uplift” aspects of the undertak- 
ings, the two networks realize they 
might stand a chance. But in the 
prevailing climate of Madison Ave. 
jitters where a whole way of life 
centers around a Top 10 philoso- 
the webs are also cognizant 
that they can take a terrific beat- 
ing 

How, then, to dwarf the impact 
of the ratings and generate a uni- 
versal enthusiasm for qualitative 
programming, regardless of what 
Nielsen says? 

In the past they said it 
be done—and they were 
Apparently nothing has changed 
to alter the picture. If the success 


couldn't 


right 


of a show were predicated on 
critical hosannahs, an “Omnibus” 
with built-in sponsors would still 
be around 


The dilemma is 
rough one for NBC, 
way out on a limb on 
8 to 9 “Sunday Showcase” series 
of dramatic presentations It 
could well wind up as a $3,000,000 
out-of-pocket undertaking, unless 
the sponsorship picture changes 
Yet this is the calculated risk NBC 
is willing to take. Slotted opposite 


a particularly 
which is going 


its weekly 


“Maverick” (ABC) and Ed Sulli- 
van (CBS), “Sunday Showcase,” 
despite its array of creative 
writer-producer-director compo- 
nents, is virtually destined for 
“low man on the Nielsen poll” 
ratings. It’s to NBC's credit that 
it says it will gladly settle for a 
15 Nielsen, considering the “Mav- 
erick”-Ed Sullivan pull. (By Madi- 
son Ave. standards you're a flop 
if you don’t have a 20 3ut what 


disturbs the network hierarchy is 
the anticipation of next-morning 
headlines proclaiming the fact 
that. with a 15 and whatever the 
merit of the program, “Sunday 
Showcase” was clobbered by the 
competition 
Yet in all fairness it must be 
conceded, no matter what the pro- 
testations over the “evil rating 
system,” that the networks them- 
selves have been the guilty parties 
in the past in perpetuating the 
Nielsen tallies. Let any_ network 
entry. no matter how lowercase the 
quality, , wallop a_ meritorious 
effort on the competing network 
and quic ker than you can say “gee 
whiz” the rating results have been 
posted with every trade and con- 
sumer journal in America. The 
(Continued on page 5 


Susskind Dickering 
Cambridge Festival 


Boston, Aug 

David Susskind’s Talent Associ- 
ates is negotiating for tv rights to 
the Cambridge Drama Festival's 
current produetion of “Macbeth,” 
starring Jason Robards Jr. and 
Siobhan* McKenna, officials of the 
festival reported. 

If agreement is reached, 
play would be presented with 
bards, McKenna and Roy Poole 
Macduff, and almost the identical 
cast current at the Boston Arts 
Center theatre Festival officials 
said the tv producer particu- 
larly interested in keeping the bat- 
tle scene, the sleep walking scene 
and the witch scenes exactly as 


9 
) 





12 


the 
Ro- 


as 


is 


j done on the stage. 


LIM 





b J . 
Schnoz’s All-Star Lineup 
Gisele MacKenzie, Phil Harris, 

Lawrence Welk (of rival ABC-TV) 
and singer Bobby Darin have 
been signed to appear on NBC-TV's 
“An Evening with Jimmy Durante” 
on Friday, Sept. 25. Web, along 
with the one-shot co-sponsor's 
Zerex and Warner Lambert, ex 
pected to get Eddie Fisher for the 
program (originally called “The 
Best of Durante”) but deal fell 
through. 

Second NBC-TV Durante show 
slated for Sunday, Dec. 6 and 
sponsored by Shaeffer Pen, is seek- 
ing the services of Eddie Hodges. 


P&G to ABC-TV: 
It's ‘No Soap On 
Cheyenne’ ANG 


Be the 


Procter 


withdraw 


fore even gets on 
Gamble is likely 
$400,000 worth 
business ABC-TV's hands 
Angry the aftermath 


squabble between 


air, 
to 
of 


. 
over 
from 

Situation 


is 


of a the spon- 
Benton & Bowles and 

over product con- 
flict on the Monday hourlong 
“Cheyenne” series 

The billings being taken 
represent an alternate-week 
ute sponsorship for Zest soap, a 
P&G brand. Earlier in the game 
it appeared as though P&G might 
press ABC-TV to end the conflict 
by requesting the network to axe 
the rival Armour’s Dial soap, but 
instead the bankroller is simply 
thinking now of eliminating its 
participation for Zest in “Chey- 
enne.” 


Story 


sor's 


agency 


the network 


back 
min- 


as reported, is simple 
P&G feels it placed its “Chey- 
enne” biz before Armour, and 
also considered product protection 
part of its pact with ABC. Then, 
according to a spokesman for the 
sponsor, Armour brought in Dial. 

P&G will still half another 
alternate week minute sponsor- 
ship in “Cheyenne.” This will be 
for P&G's Crest toothpaste, but 
no soap 

Meant 
evidently 
keep the 


ime, ABC-TV, anxious 
to placate P&G and to 
$400,000, asked the 
Armour agency, Foote, Cone & 
Belding, if it would be wiiling to 
take a P&G powdered detergent 
as “Cheyenne” mate FC&B 
says it said okay, under certajn 
conditions, but at the moment it 
doesn’t shape up as if P&G is 
gonna go along with substituting 
for Zest 


Linkletter’s ‘On the Go’ 
Told ‘Go Away’ as Calif. 
Beach City Protests Airer 


Los Angeles, Aug. 11 

The beach city of Venice would 
like for the beat generation to beat 
it. The town’s Civic Union claims 
they're giving the good burghers 
a bad name and that Jack Link 
letter’s CBS-TV show, “On the Go.” 
only making matters worse. So 
they've complained both to the 
show and the network about a re 
cent two-part taping of the odd 
balls at their house” rendez 
vous 


a 


is 


gas 


Venice 
and the 
the so 


Union insists that 
progressive cits 
only show 


Civic 
is a clean 
telecast would 
called slum area and not the re 
spectable side of the town. They 
have asked that the show be kept 
off the network but producer Bill 
Kayden is contesting their claim 
on the ground that the show re 
flects a much publicized area and 
not the town itself. It is slated for 
} telecast Aug. 20 and 21. 


Katz Gets CBS-TV Program Slot 


+ 


With CBS board chairman Wil- 
liam S. Paley back in action this 
week after his Biarritz vacation, 


network prexy Lou Cowan lost no 
time in tieing together the loose 
ends of the tv programming de- 
partment Designation of Oscar 
Katz as top program man to fill 
the shoes of Hubbell Robinson Jr. 
came after several weeks of ru- 
mors that Katz was the Paley- 
Frank Stanton - Cowan choice, 
with Stanton giving the nod prior 
to his departure for Moscow last 
week 

Katz, who has been vice-presi- 
dent in charge of daytime tv pro- 
gramming, is a vet of 21 vears at 
the network. Like Stanton before 
him, he originally came out of re- 
search. Within 24 hours after an- 
nouncement, CBS was convinced it 
had moved in the right direction; 
trade reaction was good 

There will be no successor to 
the network's ex-Ne. 2 program 
man, Harry Ommerle, who left 
the network shortly after Robinson 
resigned when he learned the 
network had gone looking outside 


for a Robinson successor in- 
stead there will be an east-west 
coast division of responsibility 
under Katz, with v.p. Mike Dann 


continuing in N. Y. and Bill Dozier 
dittoing in Hollyweod 

It's no secret that several with- 
in the program dept. had coveted 
the No. 1 spot, but CBS brass was 
quick to point out that the internal 
climate is healthy; “everybody's 
happy about the appointment.’ 

Paley was particularly anxious 
to resolve the program situation 
in time for today’s (Wed) board 
meeting. Hence Cowan's decision 
to announce it on Monday (10). 


TV Battle i On 
For Sniffle Buck 


The cold war is underway 
early this vear with Warner-Lam- 
bert’s Anahist and Vick’s Double- 
Buffered Cold Tablet already 
clashing in spot buys around the 
country, securing availabilities for 
the annual winter season of na- 
tional sniffles 

Vick’s cold tablets 
handled by house 
International, is 
ments on news and feature films 
for the last quarter of this year 
and the first two months of next 
year through Oglivy, Benson & 
Mather. Firm is tangling with Ana- 
hist in several markets and also 
American Home Products’ Dristan. 
Latter has been buying through 
summer months for hay fever and 
allergy pitch 

Vick's 


last year 
agency Morse 


making  place- 


Morse Int., 
for its 
VapoRub, 

slice of 


also, through 
has been buying heavily 
cough syrup, Sinex and 
and in network has a 
“Lineup” and “Rawhide.” 

At the same time, Anahist is into 
NBC-TY's “Five Fingers” and “La- 
ramie” and ABC-TV’s “Alaskans,” 

Bronco,” and “Untouchables.” 

Begides spot, Dristan’s drive has 
totaled close to $2,500,000 for net- 
work in the first five months of 
this ve according to TvB. 


RCA TO SPONSOR 
CHI “GREAT MUSIC’ 


Aug. 11 


ir 


Chicago, 
Radio Corp. of America has pur- 
a third of WGN-TV’'s fall 
series of tint specials, “Great Mu- 
sic From Chicago” with the Chi 
Symphony Orchestra, a buy which 
will probably go down as RCA's 
biggest for a non-network show 
in the coming season. Series of 
music specs starts 18 in the 
7-8 p.m. slot (CST) 
Station is selling the 
thirds with one sponsor 
whole installment on a 
weeks basis. RCA so far i 
sponser in the fold for 


chased 


Oct 


in 
taking a 
sk'p-two- 
the first 
the high- 


series 


‘priced localer. 
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Too Many Labor Pains, ‘Third Man 
Quits London Shooting for H wood 


London, Aug. 11. 
After a month's uneasy produc- 
tion work at Shepperton Studios 


on “The Tuird Man” skein of vid- | 


pix, the B?C. #sta@ma. Felevision 
Associates Inc ant Giitish Lion 
Films Ltd. have decided to shift 
shooting back to Hollywood. Rea- 
son given is that requested assur- 
ances from labor unions guaran- 
teeing that there would be no fur- 
ther work stoppages and that “rea- 
sonable” overtime would be put in 
were not forthcoming. 

“Third Man” went into Shepper- 
ton on July 6, after 20 episodes 


had been finished in Hollywood, 
with another 19 remaining to be 
shot 4 statement from British 


Lion records that during the first 
three weeks in the British studio 
there were the “usual inevitable 
teething troubles” which were ag- 
gravated by labor upsets, listed as 
a refusal by two unions to work 
overtime during the first week, a 
one-day stoppage on July 20 by 
members of the National Associa- 


tien of Theatrical and Kine Em- 
ployees, and a further stoppage 
on July 22 by members of the 


Electrical Trades Union. 

At a meeting on July 30, British 
Lion and NTA and BBC discussed 
plans te aecelerate production that, 
they agreed, must assume the 
working of reasonable overtime if 
the series was to be completed on 
schedule and budget ($1,400,000). 


| 


BBC and NTA then indicated that, | 
otherwise, production couldn't con- | 


tinue at Shepperton. Then on July 
31, NATKE imposed an overtime 
ban throughout the industry fol- 
lowing the rejection of a wage 
claim put to the British Film Pro- 
ducers Assn. 

On Aug. 4, BBC and NTA noti- 


fied British Lion that they'd have 
to pull out of Shepperton, but 
agreed to reconsider if the last- 


named could get the necessary as- 


surances from the unions. These 
weren't forthcoming. 
Three “Third Man” episodes 


were shot at Shepperton, employ- 
ing an estimated 100. Though costs 
are said to have gone up 25% 
over th®se three it’s reckoned that 
1e whole skein can still be pulled 
within budget and that the pix 


ill start te be screened in the 
fall, as scheduled. 
Ironic footnote is, that the 


NATKE lifted its overtime ban on 
e day—Thursday (6)—that the 
Third Man” triumvirate reached 

its back-to-Hollywood decision 

rhe return to normal didn’t reaily 
figure in calculations, anyway: it 
those reassurances of no re- 
rence that were still needed. 


Chi Stations Hot 
For Blurb Prod. 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 

Two network-owned stations are 
now sidel'ining here in the produc- 
tion of video tape commercials for 

veal, regional or network adver- 
tisers. WBBM-TV started it sev- 
eral months ago, and now that its 
video tape recorders are set up 
WNBQ too has embarked on the 
new business. Blurb production is 
expected to help both 
earn back some ef the cost of the 
machines and is also enabling them 
to use their productoin crews with 
greater efficiency. 

First client of WNBQ Was Gold- 


blatt Bros. department stores, 
which taped and ran a series of 
10-second spots on the siation. 


First network sponsor to use the 
NBC station's tape facilities was 
Wrisley soap, which had a 30-sec- 
ond blurb made for use on “Who 


Pays?” WNBQ has made iis 
prices competitive with those of 


WBBM-TV and is tossing in color 
at no extra charge. In addition, it 
is making available Chroma-Key, 
NBC's electronic photomatte proc- 


ess 


Possibly because it produces 


more .live-on-tape shows than the | 


other stations, WGN-TV, although 
first to have its Ampexes here, 
has not yet ventured full-scale in 
commercial production. WBKB 
probably will net because its VTRs 
helong to ABC-TV’s Video Tape 
Central, for which they facilitate 
clock time telecasting, and the sta- 
tion has limited access to them. 


stations | 





+ a 


‘NATIONAL VELVET’S’ 
ALL-CANADA SETUP 


Toronto, Aug. 11 
With 26 half-hour episodes of 
the new “National Velvet” series 


to start rolling in the Fall, Robert 
Maxwell, production chief of 
Trans-Video Productions Lid., is 
searching Canada for another 12- 
year-old girl who looks like Eliza- 
beth Taylor did when the latter 
was launched by Hollywood in the 
picture of that name. 

Says Maxwell, who produced 
“Lassie” and “Cannonball”: “We 
have succeeded in developing a 
100°% Canadian technical crew for 
our Toronto undertaking and see 
no reason why this policy should 
not carry over to the performing 


end of production. Every effort 
will be made to cast the series 
with entirely Canadian perform- 
ers.” 





$7,000,000 Dip In 
Brit. Cinemagoing 
With TV ‘Culprit’ 


London, Aug. 11 
Almost the entire cost of com 
mercial television in the U. K. last 


vear was met out of manufacturer- 
to-consumer advertising, according 
‘o the Advertising Association 
which reckons that the service 
offered to the viewing public i 
worth $42,000,000. On this same 
basis of assessing what adver.ising 
does for the public, the Association 
calculates that the cost of « 
ma going was cut by $7,000,000 
The United Kingdom spent $1 
(19.200.000 on all forms of adver 
tising in 1958, according to the 
Same source, this being equivalent 


ine 


of 2° of the na‘ional income and 
the same proportion as in 1938 
Total spent on press adve 


was $481,600,000, being $28,000,000 
more than in 1957. and o1 \ 
$134.400,000 which was $58,800 
000 up on the previous yeat 


Lowendahl to Wilding 
Walter Lowendah!], onetime pre 
ident ‘of Transfilm, 
his own production firm to jo 
Wilding Inc 
auce! 


has g 
an execut 


F formed Walter Lowe 
Productions in 1958, after lea‘ 
Transfilm, one of the larger t 
commercial blurberies 
makes industrial filn 


commercials. 


also 


- Kayden's 
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Skyfighters (Flight) 


Pilots were made to sell and 
vhen they don't they’re put to 
vork to get back their negative 


cost. That’s how this little number 
got on the station via the Cal. Na- 
tional syndication circuit. It was 
intended for a series that didn't 
sell and as pressed into service, 
the 39th, as a closer-out for ‘‘Sky- 


fighters 

Being a story of fliers in the first 
world war, it became necessary to 
re-create some of the old Jennies 
and crates flown by Eddie Ricken- 
backer and other aces of that far- 
away day. Nothing out of the li- 
brary was used, says Cal. National 
The air shots were rot too exciting 
and the best photography was done 
on the ground. The aerial dogfight 
between a Yank airman and his 
German foe, the result of a chal- 
lenge, was more a tingler than a 
nerve-wracke! 

What the airplay needed wag a 
story rather than an episode of in- 
cidents. For some small reason, 
two French babes were brought in 
for needless footage to ply a brace 
of flyers with rare wines and rarer 
personal attention. It all led up to 
the fight in the sky, with the Ger- 


Like Pay-TV, But You Dont Pay. 


air-conditioned cities 
luesday night tele is just 
picture house 
On that night local CBS affil 
terrupted feature film—nary a b 
Benevolent sponsor of the 10 
the Iron Mining Industries of M 


In the 
Wis., 


of Duluth, Minn. and Superior, 
like cooling it at the nabe motion 


KDAL-TV feeds viewers an unin- 
lurb from beginning to end. 

15 p.m. “Producer's Playhouse” is 
innesota, which gets in a six-min- 


ute institutional lick before the feature starts. The iron men’s seg- 


ment receives as high 
documentsry interest 
program director Earl 
Minnesota ore mine and 
at home with his family 
The industry's soft pitch is su 
ing Ore, Providing Jobs,” 


to locals. 


an 


viewership as 


Henton and KDAL 
interview with a miner at 


the feature because of its 
The weekly commercial features 
crew on a visit to a 
work and 


mmed up in the slogan, “Produc- 


along with a mild plea for a healthy 
climate for industry in Minnesota 
may soon land in the laps of the Minnesota lawmakers, 


Tbe latter part of the pitch 
the men 


who control the industrial climate, with IMIM strongly consider- 


ing extending “Producer's Playh 
St. Paul. Latter city is state cap 


couse” to WCCO-TV, Minneapolis- 
itol. 








NTA Network Looks Kaput, Dimming 
Hopes of a 4th Web for 59-60 


man ace double crossing the Yank | 


by having two other planes jump 
him. Needless to recount, the Hun 


bagger of 39 planes was shot out} 


of the sky. Gen. George Kenney’s 
narration gave the play authen- 
ticity. 


Leads were taken by Joe Maross, 
Joe Flynn and Brian Kelly with 
acceptable conviction. The two la 
belles, Lisa Gaye and Lee Whitney, 
were oo, la la. Jean Yarbrough’s 
direction didn't help much 

He lm 


Morton Scott In 
Studio City Exit 


Hollywood, Aug. 11 
Morton Scott has resigned from 
Studio City Productions, tv wing 
of Republie Pictures, after being 
ts president for eight years. Pro- 
ducing com{ is practically fold- 


ed and new management wont 


lecision for six months as 
vation or abandonment 
s stewardship, SCTP 


ned out three series for the syn- 


Unde scott 


arket—‘Stories of 
The 
ind “‘Adventures of Fu 


tne 
Frontier Doctor” 
Manchu.” 


been inactive for the 


Compal i 


d no new properties 
e been scheduled. 

Before heading up the tv opera- 
his 18 
as director of 
partment After a 


he'll di 


Scott passed most of 
Republic 
ie iS d 
sciose 


cation in Hawaii 


mis fut e projects. 


‘Hot Cuts’ 


Editing Cued to Actual Camera Switches Making 
Life Easier for ‘On Go’ Producer 


Hollywood, Aug. 11 

Best way to use videotape is to 
write and plan in terms of its ad- 
vantages and its limitations. So 
states Bill Kayden, who as produ- 
cer of the CBS-John Guede! “On 
the Go” daytimer, is in his 17th 
week of working on a five-a-week 
schedule of mobile vidtaping. 

More specifically, Kayden em- 
phasizes that there are limitations 
on the way tape can be edited 
and the writing, the direction and 
the acting all have to be done with 
those limitations in mind. Such 
|preplanning permits editing far 
beyond the “black to black,” tech- 
nique that has predominated thus 
far In tact, it enables the use of 
so-called “hot cuts,” that is, edit- 
ing cued to actual camera switches 

Problem in editing, of course, is 
that sound and picture tracks on 
the same two-inch tape lag by sev- 
{eral inches. Consequently, the only 
| spots where tape can be edited are 
}those spots where there is no au- 
|dio for at least a sixth of a second 
as a minimum. 
| In hot cuts, the idea is to cut 
on a camera switch—from a close- 


up to a medium shot, for example 

and the trick is to plan these 
cuts beforehand when scripting 
and blocking so that there is no au- 
dio at the point where the camera 
switch is made. This way, it’s rel- 
atively simple to edit on the cam- 
era cut 

One way of doing it, at least in 
On the Go,” 
cee Jack Linkletter. He's learned, 


according to Kayden, to skip a 
“peat” after each question and 
answer. It permits him to react 


to his guest, but also provides that 
necessary 


, the title * 


is the pacing of em-| 


sixth-of-a-second pause | 





Broderick Crawford 
Into John Nasht Series 


London, Aug. 11. 

Producer John Nasht has signed 
up Broderick Crawford for world 
television rights and for at least 
two Crawford operate 
Nasht, who helped to 
tv series here, with “Holi- 
Paris” and “Oriental Ex- 
“We plan to make 78 
programs based on treasury agents 
fixed, since 
r-Man” has already been 


years will 
from London 
pioneer 
day In 


press” said 


No title has yet been 


used. No tieup has yet been made 
with any of the tv companies here, 
but it is expected that they will be 
shown in Britain and the States 
simultaneously 

Crawford starts work on the new 
project Nov. 16. It is possible that 
the will be made at Pine 
wood 


series 


KNXT's Clearance 
Rap With KTTY 


Reaping the Coin 


wood Aug. 11 

One-shot hourlong telecast on 
he new Paris fashions will beam 
on KTTV Sept. 1, despite the fact 
that the program was produced by 
a CBS-TV owned station, WBBM 
I'V in ( igo, and the fact that 
CBS has its own station here in 
KNXT. Adding to the irony fs 
the fact that the program comes 
with a sponsor, Perma-Life Bras 
with KNXT missing out on an 
hour’s worth of business 

Unusual situation came about 
because the program has _ been 


set for release Sept. 1 
date that 
magazines 


That's the 
press, wire services and 
can release piciures of 
the new Paris fashions out of Dior 
Lanvin, Jacques Heim and others 
Though it had first crack at both 
program and sponsor, KNXT was 
unable to clear prime time for the 
show. It had a half-hour open that 
date, but couldn't preempt the lo- 
eal Kellogg-sponsored “Huckle- 
berry Hound,” to spring the full 
60 minutes, and so had to turn 
down the offer. 

Program was filmed by WBBM- 
TV, and Perma-Life, out of a 
Chicago agency, Stein & Co. 
bought sponsorship of the show 
in Chi and asked for New York 


to permit editing. Directors switch | and Los Angeles as well. In New 


cameras on that 
thus synchronizing the camera cuts 
to the pause in audio and permit- 
ting editing right on the switch. 
Ability to edit in this fashion 
gives “Go” far more flexibility than 
other shows, according to Kayden. 
It permits 11 different “setups” 
per show —- that is, instead of 
shooting continually in pure live 


| 
| 


“beat” as well,| York, show will be carried on the 


CBS-TV station, WCBS-TV. But in 
L. A., with KNXT unable to take 
it, WBBM-TV and the sponsor 
made their deal with KTTV, which 
was naturally delighted to get the 
business. 

Topper is the fact 
quent to KXNT's 
station had 


that subse- 
turndown, the 
to preempt “Huckle: 


technique, the “Go” erew can stop| berry Hound” again anyway, fer 


and reset lights and camera posi- 
tions many timés during the show. 
(Continued on page 53) 





the half-hour network news special 
on the Congresisonal labor bills 
tonight (Tues.). 


* The NTA Network, for all in- 
| tents and purpoSes, has suspended 
| operation, and with the suspension 
disappears any recognizable hope 
of a fourth tv network during the 
1959-1960 season. 

Web, a pet of National Telefilm 
Associates for the past few years 
‘with some measure of success un- 
der its belt during the last tv sea- 
son), reportedly has no fulltime 
employees at the moment. Among 
the last of them to go was salesman 
Charles (Chuck) King, who re- 
joined the Mutual radio web not 
too long back. Charles (Bud) Barry 
left the top NTA web job before 
that for a high post with Young & 
Rubicam. And the skeletonized sub- 
sidiary of NTA is currently under 
the direct control of Ely Landau, 
National Telefilm topper 

No word of fresh production for 
the film network has emerged from 


NTA. “How To Marry a Mil- 
lionaire’ and “Man Without a 
Gun,” two of the three shows that 


constituted the backbone of the 
partly sponsored web last season, 
are in further production, but not 
for network use. The 13 new shows 
for each of the two half-hour tele- 
pic skeins are intended to bolster 
original 39-week network produc- 
tions; idea ig to throw 52 half- 
hours of each stanza into NTA syne 
dicated sales. 

Landau indicated that he fig- 
ures the biggest block in the way 
of a fourth web to ABC, NBC and 
CBS is the option time situation, 
That’s why he appealed last week 
to the FCC for an absolute limit to 
the amount of prime time optioned 
to anyone of the big webs. If the 
FCC acts at all in excluding ABC, 
NBC and CBS from more than two- 
and-a-half hours of option time 
nightly, then there is a glimmer 
of a chance for NTA, it’s felt. It’s 
most doubtful that the NTA Net- 
work can reactivate in time for any 
major part of the 1959-1960 season. 

Landau’'s network apparently suf- 
fered from a lack of clearances 
more than anything else 


NTA Underwater 
Vidpix Series Set 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
No doubt inspired by Ziv’s sue 


cess with “Sea Hunt,” National 
Television Associates has set a 
deal for an untitled series of 39 


underwater-adventure half-hours to 
be produced by Liberty Enter- 
prises, newly created firm jointly 
owned by ex-20th-Fox producer 
Bernard Glasser and Security Pic- 
tures, Sidney Harmon-Philip Yor- 
dan feature indie. 

Production on the series, which 
stars Bill Williams (ex-“Kit Car- 
son” for MCA-TV), gets underway 
the end of this week, with first 
show to be shot off Catalina Island 
and the second and third in San 
Francisco Bay. Most of the series 
will be filmed on location, with 
Glasser as producer, ex-actor 
George O’Brien as associate pro- 
ducer and Ed Bernds as director. 

Deal was set by NTA Coast v.p. 
Berne Tabakin. Series marks Se- 
curity’s entry into the tv field. 
Company's features are distributed 
by Columbia and United Artists. 


Glasser’s last assignment at 20th 
‘was “Return of the Fiy.” 
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Metro TV: Prelu 


Entire Metro TV production d 
and his commercial staff, appears 
has had a tough season 


+ 


TV LM MAJORS 


de to a Shakeup 


epartment, outside of Bill Gibbs 
on the verge of a shakeup. Major 


seven tv pilots and no sales 


Richard Maibaum presently holds the job as chief of Metro's 
vidfilm production, but it is known that at least one network ex- 


ecutive has been approached by t 


he company to fill the job in the 


not too distant future. Besides others who have been reportedly ap- 


proached, a few other “big men” 


in production, after the word that 


Metro was looking got around Hollywood, applied for the job. 


Top Metro exec in New York 
called “internal matters.” 

There was a report—this one s 
William Dozier, 


CBS-TV Coast program striper, 


refused to comment on what he 


pecifically denied by Metro—that 
would be Mai- 


baum’s replacement: As the Metro search for a new production 
topper as well as some new producers seems to be gaining intens- 
ity, other names have come up: It is believed that Metro will ap- 


proach Hubbel! Robinson Jr. to 


take over at the termination of 


his contract to produce the Tuesday night NBC-TV series of Ford- 


_ Sponsored programs. 








Four Just Men’ Hot on Sales Front 


But How Do 


Independent Television 
has 55 markets firm for “Four 
Just Men,’ company’s first entire- 
ly new syndicated telefilm entry. 
To boot, it appears as though by 
the end of the week, 19, and pos- 
s markets will be abso- 
lutely firmed up for a sales gross 
of $1,100,000 


b more, 


Despite the hot sales status of 


“Just Men,” ITC doesn't anticipate 
al ignificant profit even over the 
lone pull, from the 39 episodes 
} episode is coming in at an 
extremely high $50,000, largely be- 
cause of the big-name fronters in- 
volved: Dan Dailey, Jack Hawkins 

R ard Conte and Vittorio De 
Ss Best ITC figures on laying 


off via exposure on ATV (ITC's 


Briti partner) in England is $10.- 
00 vhich still leaves a domestic 
nut of $40,000 per episode to meet. 
at's high for syndication 
Whatever the other problems 
connected with the stanza, ITC has 
had a livel three weeks (since 
s s began), wrapping up several 
substantial regional deals And 
ma Men” also becomes the only 
syndicated show this side of the 
border to be picked up by the 


whole CBC-TV network of 49 sta- 


Drewry’s Beer bought 15 mar- 
kets in the midwest. Standard Oil 
ot Texas took 11 in the southwest 
All five Crosley stations (Cincin- 
nati, Columbus, Indianapolis, At- 
lanta and Dayton) bought the 
stanza 

And Volkswagen, which has only 
had limited tv activity heretofore, 
bought Frisco, Sacramento, Seattle, 
Portland ‘Ore.), Salt Lake City and 


Fresno. Those are the markets for 
which the bankroller has absolute- 
ly definite time periods set aside, 


and three or four more markets 
may be added, if Volks can clear 
stations in other western markets 

Schaefer Beer has ordered 10 
“Just Men” markets. Two of them 
have already beem put together— 
Hartford and Syracuse—and ITC 
expects the rest to be cleared 

Continued on wee 50) 


$1,000,000 Cincy 


Deal on Par Pix 


Cincinnati, 

WKRC-TV has 
seven-year rights to 700 films made 
by Paramount 


was tabbed a $1,000,000 deal. 


Aug. 11. 


Agreement was inked here last | 
week by Roger B. Read, general | 


manager of the station, and 
Louis N. Friedland, New York, 
vice president of Music Corp. of 
America, in charge pf tv picture | 
distribution, and De Arv G. Bar-| 
ton, Cleveland, vice president of 
MCA, Ltd. 

Pact gives WKRC-TV control 
over the pix package and the sta- 


tion pays whether it uses any or} 


all of the 700 films, 
stated. 

Read said the acquisition in- 
creases the WKRC-TV library to 
2,000 films, including those from | 
Warner Bros., 20th Fox, United | 
Artists and Paramount. 


the parties 


Corp. 


contracted for 


Pictures in what, 


You Turn a Profit? 





Bud Chase Exits Cincy 
For Ziv Int'l Post 


Cincinnati, Aug. 11 
Bud Chase winds up 14 years of 
radio and tv writing, producing 
and acting for Cincy stations to 
join the Ziv organization Oct. 1 
as South American representative 


of its International Television 
Programs, In¢ 

He came to terms here last week 
with Edward Stern, Ziv president 
For the past five years Chase has 
been with WCPO-TV, mostly in 
the role of Stringbean of “String- 
bean Playhouse.” 

His headquarters will be in 
Puerto Rico Chase is to be in 
charge of production sales in 
Caracas, Venezuela and the Porto 


Rican area 


CBS 0&0's Buy 
20th-Fox Bundle 
For $5,500,000 


The 160 newly-released 20th Fox 
features were bought for four 
CBS-TV owned & operated sta- 
tions at a total price of $5,500,000. 
Package of films was released by 
the maior two weeks ago to Na- 
tional Telefilm Associates. which 
made the multi-million dollar sale 
to CBS 


Web bought the flicks for its sta-| 


tions in Philadelphia, New York, 
Los Angeles and Chicago 

In addition WCBS-TV, the net- 
work's Gotham kev. just closed a 
separate deal with M&A Alexander 
for 20 feature films of post-'48 
vintage 
a 1950 Martin & Lewis comedy, 


|“At War with the Army.” and such | 
a, ranging from 1953 to} 
1957. a “Dragon Wells Massacre,” 


“Jack Slade.” “Three for Jamie | 
Dawn” and “Strange Intruder.” 

| Pix, while some were released via 
ithe Hollywood majors, are indie 
produced. 


Flamingo’s New Reps 


Flamingo Films new veep in 
charge of syndicated sales, Arthur 
Gross, has named five new sales 
i reps. 

They are John Fugate, formerly 
general manager of KATV, Little 
Reck, Ark.; Robert Thorne, for- 
merly account exec at station 
| WLWA, Atlanta; Barney Mackall, 
formerly with Official Films (he'll 
open new San Francisco offices for 
Flamingo); George Gilbert, who re- 
| joins the firm after a year with 
ABC-TV; and Stan Byrnes, former- 
ly with stations in Nevada and Ari- 
zona. Gilbert will rep the company 
tn Michigan, Ohio and West Vir- 
|ginia. Byrnes wil! headquarter in 
New York. 

Gross has just returned from a 
swing around the country in which 





he held sales confabs with the new | 


men, 


Included in the group was | 








Producer In 


UN T FIND eM Telefilm Arena; 17 Such Entries 
Helming Maj jor Network Shows 


ART WOODSTONE 


pe Men is in critically short 
supply of production executives. 
At the very least, there are five 
large and important - companies, 
who would pay abnormally high 
amounts of cash to solve the prob- 
lem. 


But the men just aren't there | 


to be had. 
The biggest sufferers appear to 
be the motion picture majors who 


| just lately have made a bid in tv. 
| Time, according to observers, is 


against them; it’s largely a process 
of trial and error finding men to 
fill key production or production 
administration posts, yet the 1959- 
1960 video season is hurtling down 
upon them and they have commit- 
ments to fulfill. 

Metro TV has been described as 
being desperate to find producers. 
And since that has proved such a 
trial, the major is willing to buy 
out an existing production unit. 
It's common knowledge _ that 
George Schupert, the new Metro 
boss, has made strong overtures to 
Dick Powell for a buyout of the 
well-established Four Star Pro- 
ductions. And Metro hasn't given 
up hope yet for a buyout, although 
it admits there is nothing really 
promising about a deal at this 
time. 

United Artists TV has obviously 
had its problems, not so much 
with finding a top program man- 
ager as with finding producers for 
individual telefilm series. Rough 
position has been manifest in the 
trouble UA has had in locating the 
right producer and right produc- 
tion setup for its “Troubleshoot- 


ers,” a series committed next sea-' 


son on NBC-TV. It was so much 
of hassle finding the right guy 
that sponsor Philip Morris seemed 
desperate to sever its tie with the 
program. And while PM is evi- 
dently going to ride with the 
series after all, because it has a 
firm contract to that effect, there 
doesn't seem to be any reason to 
believe the bankroller is any 
happier today with the situation 
than it was three weeks ago, when 
the problem broke into the open. 


At 20th-Fox, which like Metro 
and UA, is a virtual newcomer to 
tv production, there is another 


serious production problem re- 
portedly mounting. Martin Manu- 
lis was hired by Spyros Skouras 
of 20th to do feature films. But 
Manulis is an old tv hand, so, lack- 
ing sufficient tv manpower, the 
major film company converted his 
talents back to tv so that several 
pilots, among them “Adventures 
in Paradise” (for ABC-TV) and 
“Five Fingers” (for NBC-TV) also 
committed for 1959-'60, might be 
completed to the satisfaction of 
advertisers. 

Still, what is not commonly 
known in the tv industry is that 
Manulis hes a contract permitting 
| him within the next few months 
to enforce his feature film status. 
| Should he do so, and there are 
| sources who expect he will, it'll 
| leave 20th with several tv series 
a that, having to go a full season on 
| Video, are ‘still lacking unequivo- 
cally expert tv producers. 

CBS Films on Prowl 

CBS Films is minus a top pro- 
duction chief. Merle Jones, the 
CBS Inc. exec who is charged with 
control of the syndication arm, is 


from what's been heard the past 
few days, the new choice isn't 
coming easily. 


the supposedly well-entrenched 
Warner Bros. next season will be 


amount of tv fare—and without 
any appreciable increase in man- 
power. Question is: How much 
}ean even the best production men 
do and do well? 

ABC-TV was not counted in the 
five companies with the most 
pressing problem, but there are 
those who feel the network is shy 
a sufficient number of production- 
program officials. Web has a 
numerically thin program staff, 
partially because it's depending 





(Continued on page 52) 


And not to be overlooked is that | 


producing almost twice its previous | 





Schubert in Major 
Overseas Expansion 


Bernard L. Schubert, Inc., has 
|opened five new overseas offices 
in the sort of empansion move that 
is becoming standard procedure for 
U. S. telefilm syndicators. 

New outlets, opened by Samuel 
Gang. Schubert's director of in- 
ternational sales, are: Paris, cover- 
ing Germany, Denmark, Finland, 
Sweden and Norway and headed 
by Margaret Jansson; Tokyo, vov- 
,ering all of Japan with Akira Shi- 
mizu supervising; Sydney, for Aus- 


tralia and New Zealand with 
Stanley Eskill managing; Mexico 


City, covering Mexico and Central 
America with Robert S. Benjamin 
in charge; and Buenos Aires, cov- 
ering Argentina and Uruguay and 
managed by Isidro Rosenféld. 

Gang says the offices will serve 
as co-production and film buying 
centers as well as sales branches 
Co-production deals have already 
been made in Japan and Germany 
where segs of the half-hour “David 
Harding, Counterspy” series will 
be shot 


Fancy +y Profit For 
Buckeye Corp. Big 
In Vidi Arena 


Buckeye Corp., which this year 
got its feet good and wet in enter- 
tainment by making several cor- 
porate tv purchases, reported bet- 
ter than a 100% increase in sales 
for the year ended last April 30. 
Outfit, which now owns Transfilm 
Inc., the tv blurbery, Flamingo 
Telefilm Sales and Pyramid Pro- 
ductions, had a gross of $11,877,401 
with a net (after taxes) income of 
$190,052. 

Net income represented 36 cents 
a share on an average of 471,716 
shares of Buckeye common out- 
standing. This was after dividends 
of $2,689 were paid on the 54% 
preferred stock and $16.174 on the 
5% preferred. 

This compared to 1957-1958 fis- 
eal year net sales and other gross 
income of $4,706,713 and a net in- 
come after taxes of $85,827 or 20 
cents per common share 

Big reason for the upbeat, ac- 
cording to the company, was that 
the Buckeye Incubator Division 
(poultry equipment maker), “had 
one of the best years in its his- 
tory.” Gther major reason was 
acquisition of camping-hunting- 
fishing manufacturing firm of 
Hettrick Mfg. Co. 

Buckeye first got into video via 
Transfilm. That was last February. 
Then it bought out Flamingo, a 

| telefilm distribution house, and 
also Pyramid. It also acquired a 
film library from Essex Universal 
Corp. 


, . . 
Barnum’s Africa Series 
Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Pete Barnum, former ad agency 
exec and producer, has formed 
Africa Corp. for the filming of a tv 
series in the Mozambique jungle 
country of South Africa. His part- 
ners in the project are Ed Love 
and Eugene T: 





on the lookout for such a man, and, | 


life as seen through the eyes of 
Myron Mahaleto, professional 


| hunter and guide. Series of 39 half | 


hour shows in color is planned. 


never before exposed in this coun- 
try have been made available to 
Barnum for atmosphere and back- 
ground, Barnum will write and 
| direct. 


pe. Stories will | 
deal with the natives and jungle | 


By BOB CHANDLER 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

The writer-producer, a modern 
fixture in motion picture produc- 
tion since the indies took hold, is 
now coming into his own in Holly- 
wood's telefilm production fixture. 
As of now, there are some 17 
writer-producers helming key net- 
work series, about half of them 
assuming the reins for the first 
time, 

Evolution of the writer into a 
producer has stemmed from a 
number of factors, but the princi- 
pal one is the ever-increasing re- 
quirements in the script depart- 
ment. As series tend to grow more 
and more repetitious in terms of 
story, imitative of both themselves 
and each other, it has become more 
and more apparent that the key 
to a successful new series is a 
fresh approach and fresh material. 
More often than not, it devolves 
upon a writer to come up with the 
new angles and to maintain them 
through the series. 


Another factor, of course, is the 
stccess of the first writer-produc- 
ers. Blake Edwards, who also di- 
rects but began as a writer and 
still does considerable scrinting, 
created something of a revolution 
in tv-film stylization with “Peter 
Gunn.” Dave Dortort did a top- 
flight job for two years as producer 
f “The Restless Gun,” and subse- 
quently was awarded stewardship 
of NBC's “Bonanza” for the com- 
ing year 

A third consideration is fontrac- 
tual commitment to become pro- 
ducer of the series if the piiot is 
sold, as well as taking part-owner- 
ship in the show. That was 
the case with Aaron Spelling, 
who scripted the “Johnny Ringo” 
pilot for Four Star's “Zane- Grey 
Theatre” and is now producing the 
series for Four Star 

There are eight writers now pro- 
ducing series for the first time. 
Warners has two of them, Stanlev 
Niss, the old CBS Radio scripter 
“2ist Precinct,” etc.), who's helm- 
ing “Hawaiian Eye,” and Coles 
Trapnell, who succeeded Roy Hug- 
gins (another writer-producer) on 
“Maverick.” Sereen Gems has 
Herb Meadow (who created “Have 
Gun, Will Travel” with co-scripier 
Sam Rolfe, who's now producing 
that series for CBS) doing “The 
Man From Black Hawk,” property 
which Meadow created. Desilu has 
Norman Retchin as producer of 
“The Untouchables.” while Good- 
son Todman has Gene Wang, ex- 
stery editor of “Perry Mason,” pro- 
ducing its “Philip Marlowe” series. 

Other newcomers are Rod Ser- 
ling, who's functioning as exec pro- 
ducer on his “Twilight Zone” 
‘Buck Houghton is producing the 
film segs while Serling will take 
over production of the taped 

(Continued on page 50) 


O'Dwyer Com Into 
Bandit’ TV Series 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 


Ex-Ambassador William O’Dwy- 
er, already having unspecified in- 





| vestments in the motion picture 


industry here, now is putting up 
coin with producers Ron Gordon 
and Steve Glick for the “Bandits” 
television series set to go before 
the cameras Sept. 1. Series has 
been bought by ABC Films. 
Producers state series of 39 seg- 
ments will cost approximately $1,- 
000,000, with majority of talent 
and personnel, outside of Sonny 
Tufts and a few others, being 


| Mexican. 
More than 300,000 feet of film 


At a press cocktail party pro- 
ducers revealed production plans 
calling for sizeable use of local 
talent and technicians. And series 
is to be retitled, they said, afier a 


| U.S. contest. 
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39 THRILLING FIRST-RUN 
| FILMED HALF-HOURS BASED ON 
» SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT FILES! 
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INHUN'T™ 


STARRING 
ALREADY SOLD IN 96 MARKETS 


V CT0 R J 0 RY TO MAJOR ADVERTISERS INCLUDING... 


ALKA-SELTZER 
CO-STARRING “<_ 


San Francisco 
San Diego 


PATRICK M°VEY . 


Buffalo 
Syracuse 
Utica 
Rochester 
Erie 
Schenectady 
Watertown 
Binghamton 
Plattsburg 


COORS BEER 


Denver 

Colorado Springs 
Yuma 

Roswell 


DREWRY’S BEER 


Chicago 


~ SYNDICATED BUY of the Year! = 


Bay City 


KROGER STORES 


Atlanta 
Birmingham 
Chattanooga 


JAX_BEER 


New Orleans 
Dallas — Fort Worth 

















Houston 

Oklahoma City 

Baton Rouge 

Shreveport 

Amarillo 

Austin 

Beaumont — Port Arthur 
Corpus Christi 

Midland — Odessa 








San Antonio 

Alexandria 
FOR DETAILS, CONTACT Mobile 

AND TOP STATIONS INCLUDING... 

SCREEN GEMS wBTY — Char 

WBTV -—Charlotte 

9 INC. WTVi = — St. Louis 

TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP. 8 leat asae 
NEW YORK + DETROIT + CHICAGO » HOUSTON + HOLLYWOOD - ATLANTA - TORONTO WLW-T  — Cincinnati 


WATE-TV — Knoxville 
WCSC-TV — Charleston 
KERO-TV — Bakersfield 
WFLA-TV — Tampa 
KING-TV — Seattle 
WTAR-TV — Norfolk 
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CHICAGO 


TOP 
] 


“BEAT 
G 


rEN FEATURE FILMS 
GESTE”"— 
iry Cooper, Ray Milland, 


Susan Hayward, Brian Donlevy; 


STATIONS: WBBM, 


4 VERAGE 
RUN RATING 


TIME SLOT 
Ist Run f CBS 


Best of 
Sat. June ¢ 
10:00-12:1 


umount; 1939; MCA-TV WBB) 
2. “ABBOTT AND COSTELLO MEET Ist Run Movie f 
FRANKENSTEIN’ — Sun. J 
id Abbott, 10-00-11 
Lou Costello WNBQ-TY 
ersal; 1948; Screen Gems 
3. “THE AMERICANO"— Ist Run Festival of S 10.0 
G Ford, Thurs 
Romero 10:00-11 
1955; Barry Grafman WGN-T 
4. “PRISON SHIP”— lst Run Mages P 4 
Focn Wed. J 
Robert Lowery; 10:00-11:15 
umbia; 1945; Screen Gems WGN 
5. “JACK SLADE”’— Ist Run Mo 
lark Stevens, Dorothy F J 
ne, Barton McLane; 0:00-12 
ed Artists; 1953; M&A Alexander WBI 
6 FLAME OF THE ISLANDS”— Ist Run 
Arness, Howard Duff, \ 
ine DeCarlo, Zachary Scott 00 
I blic; 1955; Hollywood Tele. Service W BI 
7. “HIGH BARBAREE”’— Rcpeat Evening 
Johnson rue 
yson: 
M; 1946; MGM-TV WB 
7. “GASLIGHT’— Repeat Evening 7 
( l Boyer, Ingrid We 
n, Joseph Cotten; 0:1 
1943: MGM-TV WB 
8. “WYOMING”’— Repeat Eve 4 
ce Beery, Ann 9 | 
Rutherford, Leo Carrillo; 10:1 
1940: MGM-TV W 
9 FINGERMAN”’— Repeat Movie 
k Lovejoy, Forrest le 
Peggy Castle 10:00 
I&A Alexander 3K 
10. riMBER JACK"— Ist Run VI f 
. ng Hayden, David rues 
ra Ralston; 10:1 l 
1954: Hollywood Tele. Service WBKI 
CHATTANOOGA 
A l TAL Jl 
1. “PHANTOM FROM SPACE”"— lst Run Ea S 21.3 
een Nash Thurs. J 1 
es Seay: 5 O0-¢ 
ted Artists; 1953; M&A Alexander WI 
2. “GIRL CRAZY"— ist Run Ei 17.6 
ckey Rooney, Judy M 
Garland, June Allyson; 00-6 
IGM; 1943; MGM-TV WDI] 


3%. “COMMAND DECISION’ — 


Clark Gable, Walte1 
Pidgeon, Van Johnson; 
IGM: 1948; MGM-TV 


“SECRET HEART’— 


( 


laudette Colbert, 
Walter Pidgeon 
\iGM; 1946; MGM-TV 


“PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY"— 


Geo! 


ge Sanders, Donna 


Ree 


a 


M 


Hurd Hatfield; 


~ 


MiG 1945; MGM-TV 

“BIG HOUSE USA”— 

Broderick Crawford, 
pn Meeker 
ted Artists 


1955 


rHE AMERICANO” — 
Glenn Ford 
Frank Lovejoy; 

1956; Show Corp 


Cesar 


of America 


LUSTY MEN”’— 


rHtk 
in Hayward, Robert 


tla 


Art 


1u 


Kenned\ 


() 4D 


S 


Ce 


of 


Ameri 


a 


8 MAN AGAINST 


SPEED"— 


ey Granger, Mona 
nan, Rick Jason 
Century Fox; NTA 





“WITNESS TO MURDER"~— 
I I 1 Stanwyck, Gar 
Sande 


1954; L 


ill, George 


Artists; 


L ed AA 


Ist Run 


Fri. J 2 
500-6 
WDEI 
Ist Run Early She 13.6 
Tues. J e 9 
5:00-6:30 
WDE} 


Ist Run 


5:00-6 
WDEI 
Ist Run Sunday A 9 
Movie 
Sur J ¢ 4 
4:15 
\ RGI 
Ist Run Sund 7 
Ic 
Sun. J 
»- 27-4 
WR¢ 
Ist Run Sund 6 
( 
su < ( 4 
1:00-2 
WR 
Ist Run Po} ) 
6-( 7 
st Run N ( ‘ 
| | 
11:00 
WI] 


LOW 


19.2 


HIGH 


27.0 


0.7 6.3 
10.1 8.2 
0.4 25 


Q 6.9 

7.9 6.9 
8 

9.1 2.2 


STATIONS: 


22.4 21.1 


19.0 155 
14.7 12.9 
14.7 12.1 
12.9 11.6 
2.9 11.2 
2.9 7.8 
12.1 91 
11.6 7.3 
9.) 8.2 


WNBQ, WBKB, WGN. 


AVERAGE 
SHARE 


SURVEY DATES: JUNE I- 


TOP COMPETITION 


67.6 Divorce Court 
Shock Theatre Captive 
Wild W Ist Run 
44.4 News; Weather; Sports 


Performance 


Prestige 


Ziegfeld” 


vs Roundu; 


( 


V 


rhe Great 
Repeat 
é..! st dard N 
Jack P: 5 
24.1 Standard Nev 
| kK P il S) 
ys ~ 
lack | c 
cy 
“ % 
aCaA 4 » 


STATION 


WGN 


WBKB 


WBBM 


WBBM 


WBBM 
WNBQ 


WBBM 
WNBQ 


WBBM 
WNBQ 


WBBM 


WNBQ 


7, 1989. 


RTG, 
AV. 


23.6 
14.3 
oo 


14.0 


9 WNBQ 3.6 
9 k S WNBQ 12.9 
ck } WNBQ 2.4 

7 S VBBM 2.4 
Jack | = NBQ 1 

4 Standard N I WBBM 30.8 
Jack | s WNBQ 13.1 


WRGP, WTVC, WDEF. 


attanoog 
Cirele 3 Rar 


SURVEY DATES: 


Bandstand 
r 


Ame Ban 4 
Circle I 
2.1 Flatt BCTURGS . .. Kcceves 
Circe 3 MORCR... .scavecoen 
2.7 American Bandstand 
Adventure Time.........e.- 
( isco K a sv ernebeneeee 
44.7 Careee 3 RAGED. ss:06da08e0ess 
ey OMNES. os vc ccdasetsasias 
4 Pic f« a Sunday Afternoon— 
Strike Up the Band’ 


Ist Run 


ee ER ncn aut odewawanes 
42 Major League Baseball 
Pic for a Sunday Afternoor 
“Strike Up the Band 
Ist Run 
( Majo! ¢ e Baseba 
9 Me s 
An ( First hineneaawewd 
ee oe ae eee 
44 Ne y 
Ne née Laie & 
Jack Paar Show 


JUNE 
WTVC 


WRGP 


WTVC 
WRGP 


WRGP 
WRGP 


WTVC 
WTVC 
WRGP 


VRGP 
WRGP 


WDEF 
WTVC 


WDEF 


W DEF 


WDEF 


WRGP 
WRGP 
WDEF 


WDEF ........ 


WRGP 


8-14, 1959, 
11.2 
6.1 


8.4 
6.0 


14.6 
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HOW D’YA ZING UP AN INDIE? 





Olds Goes FM in Test Buy 


For its client Oldsmobile, 
as a medium for 

Test c will 
WSWM 
for Olds for 
ly with institut 
WSWM rate card, 


be the brand 


ise 


52 weeks. 
ional blurbs for 


the D. P. Brother 
the institutional message 
new East 
on which the agency has purchased seven 
Buy is for an hour of classical music night- 
the sponsor 
roughly $10,000. 


Chicago, Aug. 11 
agency is testing FM 


Lansing, Mich. FM-er, 
hours a week 


and is worth, the 


per 


Although it has only been on the air a month, station was selected- 


-d for the 
Detroit and 
‘ 


station’s 


because the agency 


promotional 


a 


campaign 


test because of its proximity to the Olds homeoffice in 


and client were impressed with 
leading up to its launching. 


WSWM bought billboards, newspaper space and time on AM and 
tv to announce its inception and, unlike most beginning FM-ers 
it started with a fulltime staff of 20. 

Station’s primary area includes Jackson, Flint and Saginaw, 
Mich., in ansing and East Lansing 


dition to L 





Britisi Advertisers Up in Arms 
Over Hiking of Peaktime TV Rates 





— Aug 

A major row is brewing a tween 
advertisers wey most of the com- 
mercial television companies over 
the increases in peaktime rates 
that the lait are introducing on 
various dates this year and next 
Feeling in i circles is running 
so high that it could result in 
something like war 

The general rise in rates works 
out at roughly 10° though it’s as 
high in at least one case—Associ- 
ated-Rediffusion, the web serving 
the London area. weekdays—as 
20 ¢ ir peak hours. Though 
some fT-pe prices have been 
c ! customers look on 
this eat consolation. And the 
t pani argument that audi- 
ences hat rown to a degree that 
warrants an increase is dismissed 
with the reply that the viewer total 
has sw “¢ not primarily through 
any € 1 the webs’ part, but 
becaus the public ha bought 
mo sets thanks to the freeing of 
c t controls 

The Incorporated Society ol! 
3 sh Advertisers has written in 
wha its director D. C. Kinloch 
calls “the strongest possible te rms” 
—he told Vartevy that he wasn't 

ng the details public as yet 

xpressing such viewpoints to the 


r 
€ 

t ympanies concerned on behalf 
ot ll buy of 
\ 

o 


spots “There's 


“al apprehension on the part 


dvertis ers at the so-far unjusti- 





fied action which certain tv cc 
panies ha prea was Kinloch 
summing-up. He wasn't sure, while 
wailing r replies to come in 
v other positive action § the 
ISBA might take, but it’s been sug- 
gested by Walter Graebner, mar- 
ging director of the major agency 
Erwin Wasey Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
that a round-table conference 
micht not be a bad idea 

Meantime, the latest statIstics 
compiled by Media Records Ltd., 
covering commercial tv advertising 
revenue in July, show that the 
program companies are still get- 
ting the business at the pre-in- 
creased rates 


CBS Makes With 


Press Previews 


Following the lead of NBC-TV 
and ABC-TV in years past, CBS- 
TV is going to proceed this week 


with the first of its big press pre- 
views of programming for the up- 
coming season. And the web, to 


enable its o&o stations and affili- | 


ates “to make their points too,” 
has thrown the job to the stations 

Network is going to do three 
closed-circuit previews on the fall 


sked. They'll be shown under the 
auspices of the CBS stations 
around the country on successive 
Thursdays. 

The closed-cireuitry for the 
press, et al. begins tomorrow 
(Thurs.), with a preview of the 
CBS-TV Tuesday-Wednesday line- 


up. On Aug. 20, featured will be 
the Sunday-Monday sked, and sev- 
en days later, the CBS affils will 
host a runthrough of the network's 
Thursday - Friday-Saturday _ pro- 
gramming. 





Hot Dog 
Hollywood, Aug. 11 
“How Hot Do They Like It?” 
will be debated on KCOP Aug 


16. Turning on the heat will be 
Jennie Lee, prez of the Exotic 
Dancers League comprising 
1,500 strippers and who bills 
herself as “the bazoom girl.” 

Deflating the issue will be 
Bob Ellis of the Catalina 
Chamber of Commerce. Be- 
hind the scenes will be the guy 
who start t all, the press 
agent for “Some It Hot.” 


Like 


qual Time Waits 
Pending Action On 


Labor Reform Bill 





Washington, Aug. 11 
“he House won't take up the 
equal time bill until sometime next 
week—after the decks have been 


cleared of hotly controversial labor 
reform legislation 

In its report on the bill finally 
filed with the House last week, 
House Commerce Committee de- 
clared that broadcasters and Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
must exert “conscientious and in- 
tell efforts’ to achieve fair 
and balanced news presentation 
House version of bill would ex- 
npt ifide” newscasts, on-the- 
spot coverage and news interviews 
from the nary time requirement. 

Spelling out its intent, the Com- 
merce Committee said use of the 
term “bonafide” meant to refer 
only newscasts and inter- 
“under the control 
or a network.” 
news documentaries 
ussions were deleted 


gent 


“bon: 


to such 
views which 


of 


are 
broadcaster 

Although 

and panel dis¢ 


during course of Committee con- 
sideration, the report said this 
doesn't imply any intention not to 


exempt such programs when they 
may fall in the categories of either 
newscasts oO! spot coverage 
that it 
incidents” 


on-the 
Committee also stressed 
did not regard “staged 
or “stump speeches” constitut- 
ing “news” within the context of 
the bill. In this connection, the 
report said that “events” dur- 
ing the course of campaign “‘are 
(Continued on page 53) 


as 


18S 
most 
a 


Good Casting 


Atlanta, Aug. 11. 

WAGA-TV has pulled a coup on 
two rival Atlanta stations. Their 
new weather man, Alan Sloane, ac- 
tually knows something about 
weather forecasting In _ fact, 
Sloane, took graduate work in 
meteorology at the U. of Pennsyl- 
vania after graduating from Miami 


(Ohio) U. 

Sloane, who succeeded Bob 
Mann, one of those funnyman 
weather prognosticators, predicts 
weather himself basing his infor- 
mation on study and analysis of 
i weather charts. 


! 


| 


| projected tv 





PI AY nFINOLF TVs Swing to Coast Includes 


TOWERS’ SKFAS Live Uns, Too; Near-Parity Status 


Television networks have created 


an atmosphere that bodes fresh 
hardship in 1959-1960 for the 25 
or so major independent television 
stations 

Despite their always having 
been able to “get along nicely,” the 
indies, most of them centered in 
the big markets where there are 
four or more outiets, are now con- 


fronted with the problem of coun- 
tering all that network 
about improved programming 
Whether actually improved is 
mostly beside the point; the webs 
have thrown their big publicity- 
promo guns behind a campaign to 


hoopla 


ae 
its 


reach the public with talk of more 
tv specials, more live, more pub- 
lic affairs and just plain “more of 
everything.” 

Certainly, with national spot 


television on the rise, the major in- 
dies are for the present in no 
danger of any serious financial set- 
backs—even if some of the coin 
they receive is tantamount to spill- 


over from the network affiliates 
Yet what still remains to be found 
it is widely felt, is a satisfactory 
way for the indies to counteract 


the promises of lavishness the net- 
works have made, and are making 
to the viewing public 

Any program innovations by the 





indies seem virtually lost am 
the noise from ABC, CBS and 
NBC. Lacking adequate funds fot 
“bigtime” programming, most of 
the indies are linked strongly to 
syndicated telefilm 

Being acutely aware long ago 
the potential problem vis-a-vis the 
webs, some indies have initiated 
new live shows, playing strongly 
on local audience needs Only 
trouble is that so far hasn't 
proved out as well as radio, it 
seems, regarding a constantly ap- 
pealing formula for local shows 
although there are _ exceptions 
Moreover, it is thought to be eco- 
nomically unsound to expose a 
major local live production in 
prime time when it’s needed most, 
against the lush promise of a net- 
work stanza. 

No matter how it’s viewed, the 
indies recognize that it's going to 
be a harder fight than ever to find 
not only a format bu: a way of 
transmitting the find to an Ameri- 


can public which is being pushed 
virtually into thinking all there 
is of tv Is network television 

With the possibility of a rela- 
tively small .number of exceptions 
the indies know they're in for a 
tough year on the Nielsens 


‘Murder’ Title Invites 
Pamela Mason Protest; 


TV Special at Stake 


Hollywood, Aug. 11 
Pamela Mason filed a_ protest 
over the weekend with the MPAA 


Title Bureau over producer Alex 
Gordon's registration of “Murder 
in the Red Barn.’ Mrs. Mason 


claims a priority on the public do- 


main property by virtue of having 
co-authored with husband James 
Mason the Murder” script in 
which she starred last week at the 
Laguna Playhouse 

Mrs. Mason claims that on the 
basis of the Laguna version, in 


which she appeared with daughter 
Portland Mason, Lionel Ames and 
the Irish Players, she has already 
received television offers for the 
property from Ford and du Pont 
for use as tv specials, and is also 
contemplating a future pic More- 
over, James Mason is now dicker- 
ing a Los Angeles theatre for the 
end of this month for a local pro- 
duction of the play, with Mrs. and 
Miss Mason and Ames to repeat 
their roles and Mason to produce 

Situation is an unusual one in 
that in the recent past, motion pic 
producers have requested televi- 
sion producers and networks in the 
case of a title conflict to defer to 
the picture—‘“Ben Hur" is the lat- 
est case in point. But in this in- 
stance, Mrs. Mason in effect is ask- 
ing a pic producer to defer to a 


production. 





Coming: ‘Madhouse 60’ 


CBS will be ad to hear 
from anybody with an appro- 
priate title for the projected 
weekly hour crazy show the 
network intends slotting 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. designed for both 
kids and adults. This is the 
Nat Hiken produced-directed- 
written kind of a “Hellza- 

»ppin” in which Robert 
Dhery, author and star of “La 
Plume de Ma Tante” legite 
will star - emcee Audition 
show will be taped Aug. 23 

Working title is “The L: 
makers.” But CBS doesn't 
want to ride with that mon- 
icker. One network exec has 
sugge sted: “Madhouse 60." 


CBC Doldrums 
Cue New Axings: 
NABET Protests 


Toronto, Aug. 11. 
of a claimed shortage 


g] 


awe 





Because 


of summer work, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. laid off a fur- 
ther 40 Toronto tv technicians 
with the dismissed getting regis- 
tered letters over the weekend that 
30 of the men are affected as of 
Aug. 24 and 10 on Aug. 31. A 
month ago, 107 IATSE stagehands 
and painters were laid off, with 
the CBC stating that several em- 
plovees would not be taken on 
again. On priority, the second 
group will be taken back again 
the latter part of September but 
the need for the 40 Toronto em 
ployees continued this summer be 
cause of the Royal visit needs 

A telegram protesting the lay 
off and demanding a meeting with 
top-level union officals was sent 
over the weekend to Clive McKee 
CBC industrial manager and 
signed by O. R. McGuire, presi- 
dent of the Toronto local of the 
National Assn. of Broadcast Em 
ployees and Technicians; and Tim 
othy O'Sullivan, director: of net 
work affairs for the CBC’s laid 
off workers. The weekend wire also 
said, in part; “We do not believe 
this layoff is warranted or justified 
or that it will result in increased 
efficiency or economy but will 
cause a marked increase in over 
time costs. This decision was made 
| by the Corporation without prior 
| discussion with the union as re 
quired in our collective agree 
ment.” 

CBC officials said that the heavy 


schedule last Fall 
hiring some 60 addi- 
staff for the CBC's 
network ce ntre 


production 

necessitated 
tion technical 
English-language 


in Toronto but that, with the Sum 
mer sked back to normal, the extra 
technicians are not needed 


GEN. FOODS DICKERS 
SOUPY SALES SHOW 


Soupy Sales, the Detroit comic 
whom ABC-TV has long sought 
for a network stanza, is expected 
to handle a live kidvid stanza on 
Saturday mornings next season 
General Foods is eyeing the 
za, which will probably be a half 
hour in length 

No precise time has been 
chosen. Sales has long had a show 
on WXYZ. the ABC Detroit owned 
& operated station 





stan 


slot 


Nordic Network 


Stockholm, Oct. 11 

Denmark, Sweden, Norway and 
Finland are working on plans for 
a Nordic network. At present there 
is only a tie between Sweden and 
Denmark, but by the end of the 
year the network should have 
j}branched out to include Norway. 


Hollywood, Aug. 11 
Hollywood is approaching parity 


with New York as a live origina- 
tion point for the television net- 
works, at least in prime evening 
time Coast will originate eight 
and a half hours a week of live 
nighttime programs in the fall, vs 
only 10 hours weckly for New 
York 


Near parity isn’t due to any par- 


ticular upbeat on the Hollywood 
scene. On the contrary, it’s due 
largely to a reduction in live pro- 


overall, with Gotham 
primarily in the cutback. 


gramming 
suffering 


The 10-hour-a-week slate is New 
York's lowest live lineup ever, re- 
flecting a total of only 16 live 
shows among all three networks at 
night New York primetime fig- 
ure doesn't include Jack Paar's 
late-night entry, which would add 
four more hours a week (fifth is 


a taped repeat) 


Hollywood live lineup, compris- 


ing 12 shows, is about the same 
as last fall, reflecting little or no 
change Breakdown finds NBC 


originating more shows here than 
in New York, with six segments 
comprising five hours a week to 
emanate from Hollywood as 
against five shows comprising 
three hours weekly from New 
York. NBC Hollywood lineup con- 


sists of Dinah Shore, Steve Allen, 
the majority of the Ford specials, 
“This Is Your Life,” the Ernie 


Ford show and the majority of the 
Friday night specials 

On CBS, four shows involving 
two and a half hours a week will 
originate in Television City, these 
being the alternating Jack Benny 
and George Gobel shows, the Red 
Skelton show and “Playhouse 90.” 
CBS has nine live shows jlated out 


of New York for a five and a half 
hour weekly total 

At ABC, only the weekly Law- 
rence Welk stanza and the new 


Ernie Kovacs panel show will orig- 


inate here, but the network has 
only three live entries from New 
York, the two Dick Clark shows 
and the Pat Boone stanza. which 
account for a mere 90 minutes a 
week, same as the Coast 


Denay’s Global 


‘Town Meeting’ 


George .V Denny Jr whose 
Town Meeting of the Air” was a 
fiourishing enterprise on radio for 





21 years until it°went off the air 
in 1952, is making a comeback with 
a global format and specifically 
for tv. New entry will be tabbed 
Town Meeting of the World— 
TV.” designed as a filmed series 
with personality exchanges from 


different parts of the world in the 
manner of “Small World.” 

Nenny disclosed his plans in an 
ippearance over the weekend on 
NBC Radio's “Monitor,” recalling 
that back in ‘43 “Town Meeting” 
did a radio show with two speakers 
and oan audience in Radin City 
N. Y. Thus the global tv format 
would be extension of that origi- 
1a! premise 

has already 


Denny had tentative 
discussions with NBC-TV program 
execs and has been huddling with 
IBM World Trade officials on pos- 
sible sponsorship 


More Participation Coin 
For ‘Laramie,’ ‘Plainsman’ 


NBC-TV is moving along on the 
participation sales front. After a 
number of bits-and-pieces in 
the last three weeks (which add 
up to a fairly sizable chunk of 
fall billings), web this week came 
up with Ansco camera buys in the 
hourlong “Laramie” and the half- 
hour “Plainsman.” 

Sponsor brought the equivalent 
of 13 minutes in the combined 
shows. Deal is for the fourth quar 
ter, October to December of next 
i} season. 


sales 
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Perec’ * 


A Philadelphia station contest — based on 





a ROBIN HOOD sponsor’s product — pulled 
over 28,700 replies in one month! This 
is reaction that builds up brand-name 
demand — gives products the consistent 
exposure in the homes of America where 


buying needs are greatest. ROBIN HOOD has 









been acclaimed by educators, clergy- 
men and parents everywhere. ROBIN 
HOOD promotions are ready and 


waiting: over 33 approved 





tie-in promotional items, 


many self-liquidating! 


Starring Richard Greene... a proven 
success for 4 years on network... 1 
now available in 4143 exciting 
episodes for strip-programming! 
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VARIETY’s weekly tabulation, based on ratings furni shed by « erican Research exact picture of the rating performance of syndicated shows is to reflect the true rating 
Bur highlights the top ten network shows on a local level and offers a rating study strength of particular series. Various branches of the industry, ranging from media 
ir pth of ti e top ten syndicated shows in the same particular market. Thisweekten buyers to local stations and/or advertisers to syndicators will find the charts valuable. 
arte alll ghee tities ser the course of a year, ARB will tabulate ninimum of 150 markets. The re- 
different markets are covered. Over the course of a gs a - e a minimum of 1 The re 





In the syndicated program listings of the top ten shows, Tati 


ratina 


data such 


as the su 


Its of that tabulation will 


‘y tn 


VARIETY 


Coupled with the rating per- 


















































average share of audience, coupled with data as to time and day of teiecasting, com formance of the top ten network shows on the local level, the VARIETY-ARB charts are 
. me nfbertc Bic aoe range He particular slot, etc., is furnished. Reas for detailing an designed to reflect the rating tastes of virtually every tv market in the U. S 
D. AY 7 ON STATIONS: WLWD, WHIO. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. n TOP SYNDICATED PROGRAMS AV. AV.| TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RK. PROGRAM--DAY—TIME ‘ RTG. RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME : DISTRIB. RTG. SH.) PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
Ty. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30).........WHIO 45.6 || 1. Badge 714 (Sat. 10:30 WHIO.... CNP 154  40.1/D.A.’s Man WLWD 158 
“a esilu Pl h Me n. 10:00-11:00)..WHIO 35.8 || 2- Decoy ‘Tues. 10:30 WLWD... . Official 14.1 40.8| Garry Moore WHIO 17.1 
ee irene oo || 3. Mike Hammer (Wed. 8:30 WHIO.... MCA 13.5  30.8| Ozzie & Harriet WLWD 180 
3. Zane Grey Theatre (Thurs. 9:00-9:30) WHIO —-35.0 | 4° Bold Venture (Sun. 10:30 WLWD... .Ziv 116  29.7| What's My Line WHIO 23.6 
4. Real McCoys ‘Thurs. 8:30-9:00) WLWD 346) 4. Huckleberry Hound ‘Thurs. 5:00 WLWD Screen Gems 11.6 65.2| Wild West WHIO as 
5. Alfred Hitchcock ‘Sun. 9:30-10:00)...WHIO 33.6 | 5. MacKenzie’s Raiders ‘Thurs, 7:0( WLWD Ziv 11.4 35.1] Amos & Andy WHIO 14 
5 The Rifleman. Tues. 9:00-9:30) WLWD 33.6 || 5. Sea Hunt (Wed. 10:3¢ WLWD Ziv 11.4 31.8; Circle Theatre : WHIO 24 5 
6 Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10 WHIO 33.3 || 6. Special Agent 7 ‘Fri. 10:3 WHIO MCA 11.2 26.0 | Major League Baseball WLWD 24 9 
7. The Millionaire (Wed. 9:00-9:30 WHIO 32.5) 7. Rescue 8 ‘Thurs. 6:00 WLWD S« reen Gems 10. 4.5) Little Rascals WHIO 59 
&. Perry Mason ‘Sat. 7:30-8:30) WHIO 32.3. 8. Woody Woodpecker ‘Tues. 5:( WLWD Kellogg 10.3 66.0 Wild West WHIO at 7 
9. Red Skelton ‘Tues. 9:30-10:00 WHIO 32.1 9. If You Had A Million ‘Thurs. 7:30 WHIO » MCA 99 23.1] Leave It To Beaver Wi WD 26.0 
10. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 9:30-10:00)..WHIO 31.9 10. Death Valley Days ‘Mon. 7:06 WLWD U.S. Borax 8.4 91.2. U.S. Marshal WHIO 46 
KE PASO STATIONS: KROD, KTSM, KELP. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
4 
. a al 1, State Trooper ‘Mon. 9:0 KROD....MCA —396_~_—«¢67.5 | Mecic KTSM 182 
1. Desilu Playhouse ‘Mon. 8:00-9:00) KROD 47.6 2. Highway Patrol ‘Sun. 9:31 KTSM Ziv 30.0 53.9 Rawhide KROD 24.9 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 8:00-8:30) KROD 42.1 | 2. San Francisco Beat ‘Mon. 7:3( KROD CBS 30.3 60.0 Goodyear Theatre KTSM 19.7 
3. Garry Moore ‘Tues. 8:00-9:00 KROD 39.6 || 3. Mike Hammer ‘Fri. 9:30 KTSM . MCA 26.4 50.5 Premium Theatre KROD =. 
re sia = (@. 20.10-20) “RO § 4. Special Agent 7 ‘Fri. 9:0( KTSM - MCA 26.2 52.4 77 Sunset Strip KELP 26.2 
er a a KROD = 38.8 || 5 Badge 714 (Fri. 7:3 KROD.... NBC 25.9 51.7, Worlds Greatest Fighters KTSM ‘17.1 
5. Have Gun, Will Travel ‘Sat. 7:30-8).. KROD 38.6 || © Colonel Flack (Sat. 8:31 KROD CBS 25.7 47.1 D.A.’s Man KTSM 27.9 
6. Red Skelton (Tues. 7:30-8:00 KROD 37.3 || 7. “26 Men (Tues. 9 KROD ABC 25.4 490 Rescue 8 KTSM 21.2 
7. Wagon Train ‘Sun. 8:30-9:30)...... KTSM 34.6: 8. Huckleberry Sound Thurs. 5:00 KROD Screen Gems 24.2 703 | 4:30 Hop; Regional << ? 
8. Trackdown (Mon. 9:30-10:00)....... KROD 33.8 - : ; - ; = a ie r | News; News KTSM 28 
‘ - 7 " ve 9. MacKenzie’s Raiders ‘Mon. 9:00 KTSM Ziv 21.2 48.1 U.S. Marshal KROD 209 
9. The Millionaire (Wed. 9:00-9:30) KROD 32.81 9 Rescue 8 (Tues. 9:06 KTSM Screen Gems 21.2 40.9 | “26” Men .. KROD 25.4 
10. What's My Line (Sun. 8:30-9:00) -KROD 29.9 ||10. U.S. Marshal ‘Thurs. 9:06 KROD NTA 20.9 47.4| MacKenzie’s Raiders KTSM 21.2 
kK V ANSV ILLE STATIONS: WTVW, WFIE, WEHT. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959, 
a Wagon Train ‘Wed. 6:30- 1: 30) kines WFIE 46.5 1. Highway Patrol ‘Tues. 9:3 WFIE Ziv 22.5 34.2 | Garry Moore WEHT 31.8 
; ‘ f ? 7 1. State Trooper ‘Fri. 9:3( WTVW MCA 22.5 46.3 Person To Person ... WEHT 15.3 
2. Desilu Playhouse (Mon. 9:00-10:00) Pairs pose 3 People’s Choice (Wed. 9:30 WFIE ABC 19.2 33.4 Circle Theatre ...WEHT 21.1 
3. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) WEHT 39.1 || 3° san Francisco Beat (Sat. 10-( WFIE CBS 19.0 383 Wrestling WTVW 209 
4. Price Is Right (Wed. 7:30-8:00).......WFIE 32.6 || 4. U.S. Marshal (Sun. 8:3! WEHT NTA 17.2 34.1 Summer Chevy Show WFIE 18.4 
5. This Is Your Life (Wed. 9:00-9:30)....WFIE —31.0'| 5. Bold Venture (Tues. 8 WTVW... .Zi 15.7 23.8 Red Skelton .WEHT 279 
6. Garry Moore (Tues. 9:00-10:00)......WEHT 30.7 || 6. Danger Is My Business ‘Sat. 9:3( WEHT NTA 14.9 2¢ D A’s Man WFIE 236 
7. Ernie Ford ‘Thurs. 8°30-9:00)....... WFIE 30.2 || 7. Huckleberry Hound ‘Thurs. 6:0 WTVW Screen Gems 13.8 42.6 News: Sports: News.. WFIE 17.4 
8. Peter Gunn (Mon. 8:00-8:30) ....... WFIE 29.1 || 8. Death Valley Days ‘Mon. 9:3! WFIE U.S. Borax 13.6 23.0 Desilu Playhouse WEHT 41.1 
8. Bat Masterson (Wed. 8:30-9:00) WFIE 28.9 || 8. Special Agent 7 ‘Thurs. 9: WTVW MCA 13.6 248 Masquerade Part) WFIE 242 
9. What’s My Line ‘Sun. 9:30-10:00) WEHT 28.9 || 9. Rescue 8 ‘Sun. 6:00 WTVW Screen Gems 13.2 44.7 Lassie WEHT 12.2 
10. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 8:30-9:30) WTVW 28.3 10. Woody Woodpecker ‘Tues. WTVW Kellogg 11.£ 1.0 Ne Spo News WFIE 209 
C RE ENSBORO- ‘W INSTON-S AL KE M STATIONS: WFMY, WSJS. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
J 
“1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) _. WFMY 51.7 || 1, Cannonball (Fri. 8:30 WFMY ITC 15 77.0! Adv. of Ellery Queen WSJS 7.4 
~ ce 5 ead he bys 9:30-10) ptt Bf ae 2. Colonel Flack (Tues. 8:3( WFMY CBS 26.4 61.5 Jimmie Rodgers WSJS 9.7 
3. Perry Mas Sat. 7:30-8:: os i é _ . a caer , ‘ ' . . . 
4. Wanted—Dead or Alive (Sat. 8:30-9)..WFMY  451/|| 3. Sea Hunt (Sat. 7:00 WFMY Ziv 246 745 Welk’s Dancing Party...WSJS 5.9 
4. Zane Grey Theatre ‘Thurs. 9:00-9:30). WFMY 45.1 | 4. MacKenzie’s Raiders (‘Sat WFMY Ziv 21.5 60.6 D.A.’s Man WSJS 13.6 
5. Yaney Derringer (Thurs 8:30-9:00). . WFMY 42.7 5. U.S. Marshal (Tues. 8-:0( WFMY NTA 20.7 7 Steve Canyon ...cecser WSJS 13.3 
6. Alfred Hitchcock ‘Sun. 9:30-10:00).. WFMY 38.2 6. Death Valley Days (Tues. 7:30 WFMY U.S. Borax 19.7 f Dragnet ..... WSIS 92 
6. The Texan (Mon. 8:00-8:30) .WFMY 38.2 || x uA Seiapce = aie ‘ ine ‘ 
7. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 8:00-9:00) ........ WFMY 36.6 | 7- Huckleberry Hound (Fri. 5:31 ..WFMY....Screen Gems 17.2 £ lickey Mouse Club WSJS 3.0 
8. GE. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30)....... WFMY 360) 8 Superman (Wed. 5:30 . WFMY.... Flamingo 17.0 78.3 Mickey Mouse Club wsJS 3.0 
9. R swhide (Fri 7 30-8:30) seek WFMY 35.9 || 9. Sky King ‘Sat. 6:30 . WFMY Nabisco 16.5 59.4 Welk’s Dancing Party WwsJS 7.9 
10. Wesen Train (Wed. 2:30-8:30) RS WSJS 35.0 10. Weody Woedpecker ‘Mon, 5:30 WFMY- Kellogg 15 65.9 Mickey Mouse Club WSJS 59 
R. AT, ke IGH- DURHAM STATIONS: WRAL, WTVD, WFMY. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
hasill 
/- Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30) WRAL 43.4); 1. Highway Patrol ‘Sat. 10:30 WTVD.. Ziv 21 8 59.1!D.A.’s Man WRAL 13.9 
= ee Bagg Feo ao Soon 41.5 | 2. U.S. Marshal (Fri. 8:30)............ WTVD....NTA 18.8 47.5 Pete Kelly’s Blues...... WRAL 16.7 
3. Gunsmoke (‘Sat -10:30) es 38. ~ » an —_ , - a ¥ “ en 
4. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10).WTVD 37.0 3. Sea Hunt Wed 7:01 - WRAL Ziv 17.1 66.8 Wyatt Earp ........... W? MY 7.9 
5. Perry Mason ‘Sat. 7:30-8:30) WTVD 35.5 || 4. Cannonball (Thurs. 8:30)........... WRAL ITC 13.0 30.6 Yancy Derringer ..WTVD 23.1 
6. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9:00). WRAL 34.2 || 5. Annie Oakley (Mon. 5:30 .- WRAL.... CBS 10.9 61.2 Mickey Mouse Club.....WTVD 5.6 
7. Maverick ‘Sun. 7:30-8:30) .. WRAL 33.0 || 6. Sky King (Wed. 5:30 . WRAL.... Nabisco 10.3 57.5 Mickey Mouse Club.....WTFVD 68 
8. Price Is Right ‘Wed. 8:30-9:00) WRAL 31.2 || 7. Weody Woodpecker ‘Tues. 5:30 .. WRAL.... Kellogg 10.1 65.6 Adventure Time WTVD 3.8 
9. Te Tell The Truth ‘Tues. 8:30-9:00)...WTVD 30.3 || 8. Silent Service ‘Mon. 7:00 . WRAL CNP 9.2 40.0 Border Patrol soeeeWEVD 85 
10. Alfred Hitchcock ‘Sun, 9:30-10:00)....WTV 29.7 || 9. Superman (Fri. 5:30) , ha WRAL Flamingo 9.0 57.3. Mickey Mouse Club WTVD 5.6 
10. Wanted—Dead or Alive (Sat. 8:30-9).WTVD 29.7 ||10. Huckleberry Hound ‘Thurs. 5:30 WRAL Screen Gems 8.8 61.5' Adventure Time WTVD 40 
a} 
4 T rw T Nygrny F ! 
ROCK | D \ ENPOR' Ol AD Cl i \ STATIONS: WHBF, WOC. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959, 
7 4 u Jd 
2. Desilu = (Wed, 6:30-7 10: Cae “sande Whirlybirds (Sun. 9:3 WOC.....CBS —*284.~«44.4.* What's My Line. WHBF 355 
2. Desilu Playhouse on 00-10:00 V 46.5|\} 9s r les 9°31 oc 22° ) Yarry re > 6 
3. Gunemoke (Sat. 9:00-0:30) WHBF 43.9 || —" tate T ——— Tue by W Cc MICA 28.3 52 Garry Moore .......... WHBF 25.3 
4. Have Gun, Will Travel Sat. 8:30-9 WHBF 38.9 3. Sea Hunt inurs 10:0 wot Ziv 27.3 23.6 Alcoa Presents ........ WHBF 19.3 
4. Wyatt Earp (Sat. 10:00-10:30) WHBF _ 38.9/| 4. New York Confidential (Thurs. 9:30)..WOC IT 24.3 47.3 Playhouse 90 .......... WHBF 27.1 
5. Red Skelton ‘Tues. 8:30-9:00) WHBF 36.9 || 5. “26” Men (Fri. 10: Wwoc A BC 22.1 53.6; Bold Venture ......... WHBF 17.3 
6. Alfred Hitchcock ‘Sun. 8:30-9:00) WHBF 36.2 || 6. Flight (Sat. 9:3( WHBF CNP 21.4 40.2 D.A.’s Man so eacoreadlteta woc 30.9 
7. What's My Line ‘Sun. 9:30-10:00) . WHBF 35.5 || 6. Highway Patrol ‘Mon . WOC Zi 21.4 43.9 Ozzie & Harriet WHBF 27.3 
&. Price Is Right ‘Wed. 7:30-8:00) woc 35.0 || 7. U.S. Marshal (Wed. 9:3 woc NTA 19.5 39.7 Circle Theatre WHBF 27.7 
8. The Millionaire (Wed. 8:00-8:30) WHBF 35.0! 8. Special Agent 7 (Tuc 00 WHBF MCA 17.5 45.0 Tombstone Territory woc 20.0 
9. David Niven ‘Tues. 9:00-9:30) woc 33.0 9. Bold Venture (Fri Of WHBF Ziv i73 42.0 “26” Men Wwoc 22.1 
10. Person To Person (Fri. 9:30-10:00) WHBF 32.1 10. Sheriff of Cochise ‘We 0:00 WHBF NTA 15.3 40.3 Rough Riders Wwoc 21.8 
r 
OLE DO STATIONS: WTOL, WSPD, WWJ. SURVEY DATES: JUNE 8-14, 1959. 
. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30). hal camel nad |B ge hg ge y WSPD.... Ziv 20.6  34.1| Playhouse 90 .......... WTOL 220 
2. 77 Sunset Stri Fri. 9:30-10:30 WSPD 2 2. Deat alley Days (Thurs 7:30) WSPD U.S. Borax 19.0 38.4 Sta @ Treeper ......s.. WTOL 72 
3. Desilu rnd Mon. 10:00-11:00)..WTOI pe 3. Huckleberry Hound Thurs. 6:00) WSPD.... Screen Gems 16.4 52.7 | News; Big Show........ WTOL 93 
3. } se (Mon. :00} 4 K 4. Bold Venture (Thurs. 8:00 WSPD.... Ziv 14.0 26.4| December Bride ....... WTOL 20.6 
4. The Rifleman ‘Tues. 9:00-9:30) WSPD 36.0 | 5. Soldiers of Fortune (Tues. 7:00 WSPD Flamingo 13.6 61.5| Watch With Ward....... WTOL 5.1 
5. Have Gun, Will Travel ‘Sat. 9:30-10). WTOL 34.8 : peep af te Bia a 90 WSPD Ziv 13.4 25.7. Richard Diamond WTOL 21.8 
6. Red Skelton (Tues. 9:30-10:00) WTOL 34.4 & New York Confidential (Tues. 8:30 WSPD ITC 13.4 25.6, To Tell The Truth WTOI 23.6 
9. I've Get A Seeret (Wed. 9:30-10-00) WTOI 316 7+ Da Marshal Fri 8:30 . WTOL NTA 12.4 27.8 Major League Baseball..WSPD 23.4 
Be Bbeee- Ww wo nei a v!.9 | 8. MacKenzie’s Raiders (Mon. 7:00 WSPD Ziv 10.5 51.0| | Watch With Ward WTOL 5.1 
8 Phe Millionaire (Wed. 9:00-9:30) ....WTOL 30.4 | D. Tabner’s Trophy Rm..WTOI 5.1 
gery uaean (Sak SRY WHOL 288», Deadline (Mon-Fri, 60 Weep: amings., 28 323) RUE Show inn MOL Bg 
en oe a N eo a oy ogers sat. 5:00 ‘TOL - Roy Rogers 8.0 44.7, | Scoreboard; Film WSPD 19 
10. Circle Theatre (Wed. 10:00-11:00)....WTOL 28.3 || i? Short; Town Topics WSPD 1.9 


(Continued on page 48) 
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N.Y. Stations Crack Editorial Whip 


More vinegar is being poured into the moral fibre of Gotham in- 
die operators as evidenced by the upsurge of editorial expression 
on the airlanes. Whereas once it was a lone station that dared to 
express an opinion on its wavelength, the tendency today is for 


more N.Y 


outlets to become indignant or to fingerpoint with 


scorn at aberrant behavior on the part of man and institution. 

In recent weeks, Gotham radio stations haven't hesitated to call 
attention to many injustices, notably the Harlem situation. Sta- 
tion WLIB, for one, has been sounding off editorially on police 
conduct in the Harlem sector and WNEW has been doing like- 
wise. In the WNEW instance, it has been doing it on a Sunday 


night program, “News Closeup” 


a publie service panel show with 


an eye to making news for Monday dailies. Martin Weldon, sta- 
tion's director of news and special events, has been the moderator 
shooting at public officials. Program, with a strong point of view, 
has presented open letters to Mayor Wagner; the Bedford-Stuy- 
vesant-Glendale school hassle: the Harlem race tensions; the why 


and aftermath of a Brownsville 
ber of people. 


tenement fire that killed a num- 


Significant too is the fact that station isn’t limiting itself to 


sounding off primarily on 


local 


matters but is determined to 


spread out as in its current “Open Letters to Khrushchev” series. 
Impact of “News Closeup” has been such that Voice of America 
recently asked the station for permission to rebroadcast the week- 


ly program. 
Station WMCA, which began 


editorializing years ago and was 


one of the first in the country to stick its neck out, is prepping an 
exchange of editorials feature with other stations starting next 
mouth. Stations that have indicated a desire to join in an exchange 
of editorials are KMPC, Los Angeles; WSAZ, Huntington, West 


Va.. WWKY, Winchester, Ky.; WWDC, Washington, D.C.; WC 


LI, 


Corning, N.Y.; KFMB, San Diego and WLAM, Lewiston, Maine. 














Meyers & Goad on TV News: Fi 


Your Story, Let Camera Tell It 


WAYNE & SCHUSTER 
IN GRANADA SERIES 


Toronto, Aug. 11. 
After filming a series of one- 
hour tv shows for Granada, first of 


ish public on Sept. 23, Wayne & 
Schuster, Canadian comedy team, 


their sketches for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., plus English 
slang terms, their Granada series 
will be tagged “An Hour with 
Wayne and Schuster.” 

After two or three weeks holi- 
| day, the pair will start writing 
| their new scripts for fall on the 
| CBC and Ed Sullivan programs. 





Qin Bibnies 
More Bullfights 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 

Sterling C. Quirlan, of WBKB- 
TV, Chicago, is in this city nego- 
tiating a deal whereby bullfights 
will be telecast regularly over a 
|chain of stations. He said that this 
}would lead to “a better under- 
standing between Latin American 
and American citizens.” 

But there has been misunder- 
standing on part of U.S. authori- 
| ties who already banned a former 
|telecast until the scenes showing 
| killing of bull were eliminated. 
| There has been much criticism 





which will be beamed to the Brit- | 


| 
| 
| are back in Toronto. A remake of | 


Match the Audience 
With Product Profile 


By AL HO 
(Exec, » p., Gre 


The Checker Game for 1959- 
1960 is almosi over... Hallelujah! 

Let’s go off skiing in Switzer- 
land, sunning in Nassau, or skat- 
ing in Sun Valley and try to fig- 
ure out what producers, network- 
ers, agency men and clients have 
bought—or wrought! Comes Fall 
Premiere Time, what will the Cros- 
bys, Goulds, Kerns, Wolters, 
O’Brians and Van Hornes have to 
say—and what will John Q. Pub-| 
lic’s verdict be? 

Most important, will we have | 


LLENDER 
y Adr. Agency) 


through matching—to the extent 
possible—the audience with the 
product proiile—or, at least, the 
desired market profile. 

Of course, there are extremes in 
everything—but—a Grey rating 
analysis showed that of 95 evening 
shows for which data were avail- 
able 

(a) The Lawrence Welk 

ing Party was 
(1) 13th in homes whose 
housewife was 50 or over 
(Il) 73rd in all other homes 


Danc- 


effective sales vehicles to move eg s= : 
products off the shelf? After all, | = pF ge tg ng — — 
this is really what all the shout- 6 sa folk! ’ 
ing is about. In the headlong rush | , ; ’ 

for. a “hot Western” or a “third! ‘b) People Are Funny, despite 
of Perry Mason” we too frequently Ee ge 


forget the prime consideration of 
product _ selling. Ratings are 
critical, we must reach people to! 
sell them, but how often we reach 
‘em and don’t sell 'em! 

We have all learned that sales 
success in network broadcasting is 
not always directly correlated with 
audience size. Of course, every 
advertiser wants a big audience, 
|at a fair price. The bigger the 
audience, obviously, the more cus- 
tomers he can bring into his net. 
| If the audience is too small, he’s 





Television news appears to be + 
catching up with journalism. The | 


jin the industry press on the U.S./ got to sell those he does reach 
stand, for commentators sarcasti-| mighty hard indeed to get a vol- 
cally pointed out there is no So- | yme. 


best techniques of magazine journ- 
alism are now being applied to tv 
news specials, so said J. O. Meyers, 
NBC director of news, and Rex 


Goad, NBC manager of news, this | 


week. 
Both Meyers and Goad pointed 


out that NBC News staffers today | 
are taking the opposite tack from | 


the familiar documentary form of 
producing a story from available 
film. : 

Video newsmen today canvas the 
prospects first. learn 
story lies and then film it speedily 
and with economy. Of course, if 
there’s no story, the project is 
abandoned. 

For example, in “The Big Ear.” 
NBC writer Eliot Frankel re- 


where the | 


Revue’s ‘Come Join Us’ 
| To Robinson; Readies 
| His Studio-Bungalow 


| When Hubbell Robinson Jr. gets 
back to the Coast, which will now 
be both his home and business 
headquarters, MCA should have 
his bungalow fully equipped on the 
| Revue (Universal) lot. He just got 
back from a London-Paris-Swedish 
quickie, the latter in company with 
literary agent Kay Brown and di- 
rector-producer John Frankenheim- 
er after huddling with Ingrid 
Bergman. 

The honeymooning Lars Schmidts 
(Miss Bergman) are on an island 
|off the Danish coast, sans phone, 
electricity, etc.. which he owns, 
and rather than meet the American 





searched for nearly six months be- | showmen at Goteburg, as first-in- 


ciety for the Protection of Bull- 
fighters in the United States. 

There is no certainty that bull- 
| fights will become popular program 
|entertainment in Chicago or other 
lareas and plan is to have a few 
|more programs as “tests” to see if 
| weekly bullfight telecasts, via tape, 
will be feasible. 


OVERSPENT KELLOGG 
TRIMS ON ‘DENNIS’ 


CBS-TV, at the request of Kel- 
|logg Cereals, bought back half of 
ithe Sunday hajf-hour telefilm 
|\“Dennis the Menace.” 
| claimed 
burdened for the fall tv season, so 
| now the web is out trying to sell 
| off the other half. 





fore coming up with a story out- 
line. For “I Take Thee,” Chet 
Hagan dispatched several reporters 
to look into the bread aspects of 
the marriage rackets and from 
their diggings came the slory sug- 
gestions and from these the final 
programs. This was equally true of 


several other NBC News specials | 


such as “S-Bahn Stops at Free- 
dom,” “The American Stranger,” 
“Our Children and Their Schools,” 
“The World of Inner Space,” 
“Hawaii: Pacific Miracle” and “The 
Fourth Coast,” the story of the St. 
Lawrence Seaway. 

Making the picture fit the story 
is also uppermost in the minds of 
newsmen currently working on 
specials. It is true of Wilson and 
Lee Hall presently seouting Carib- 
bean republics for a Lafin Ameri- 
can report story. Chet Huntley's 
advance crew spent weeks in West 
Africa before he got there. Several 
reporters across the country found 


the raw materials for the Aug. 25 | 


report “Back to School-59" before 
Reuven Frank and his staffers sat 


| tentioned, they were invited to) 
the primitive retreat. (Understood 
Miss Bergman is getting around | 
$100,000 for her tv stint under) ; 
|Robinson’s Ford “specials” aegis, | 7:30-8 Sundays. 
but he would not confirm or deny | 


Fe she has no residual | Poston Into ‘Personality’ 
But Preem Put Back 


Robinson is now flirting with a/| 
NBC-TV is going to delay the 


slogan thrown at him—‘“television’s 
finest hour’—but he is abjuring it. | 
Realistically he feels that’s “asking “ ity? 
| oe | start of the new “Split Personality 
for it,” because not all the 39 Ford | month, putting off the preem of 
| specials will be “finest hours”—it’s | the daytime strip until Sept. 25. 
| just not in the cards. Incidentally, | This gives a month more of life to 
| since Edsel and Mercury will also|«County Fair,” the 4:30-5 p.m. 
be in the sponsorship act, an all-| eross.the-boarder which is to be 
inclusive “Ford hour” is also a replaced. 
ee ; ' i Reason for delaying “Personal- 
Robinson and his wife, Vivienne | ity,” which was to start Aug. 31, 
| Segal, have bought the Lew Ker-| was the unavailability of Tom Pos- 
ner house In Bel Air for their | ton, who is to host the stanza. Pos- 
| Coast home and have placed their|ton is going out on the road for 
Katonah (N.Y.) diggings on the | five weeks shortly in order to warm 
| market for sale. up “Golden Fleece,” a legit produc- 
| tion opening next fail on Broadway. 


New German TV Center [ose tie oe back in N.Y. in 


time for the Sept. 25 telecast. ( He'll 


cially responsible for the remaining 
half of the Screen Gems-produced 








But it isn’t all that easy. If it 
were, advertising success in tele- 
| vision would be entirely a func- 
| tion of show business sense. And 
| we'd have little need for effective 
|}media mem, sound marketing men 
jand great creative folk, plus all 
|the other loyal and vital cogs in 
| the machinery that churns out 
| television advertising success. 


| Merchandising Climate 

One of those important contrib- 
uting factors that tends to be for- 
gotten in the battle for rating 
points is the advertising climate. 
True, there are products and com- 
mercials that need precious little 


that are well-known. They don’t 
need, perhaps, endorsement as 
{much as they need exposure. Per- | 


If no sale is made, CBS is finan- haps, too, in fact, the commercial | 


|has a well-established spokesman 
already built into it—so it doesn’t 


program. Slot for the stanza is need to “borrow” credibility from | 


| the star of the show, or from the 
environment of a compatible pro- 
gram. 

But many products do need this 
environment. They do need star 
support. They do need proper au- 
dience orientation. They need 
more than “circulation”—they 
|need circulation depth and the 
proper advertising climate! 

Too often the show is bought 
before a clearly defined marketing 
strategy is determined. Too often 
the “sales facts of life” are real- 
ized after the programming deci- 
sion is made. One well-known ad- 
vertiser sponsored a “hot show” 
|for two and half years before he 
| realized that his program was not 
oriented toward his particular 
; market .. . but, boy, he was sure 
| getting great ratings and cost ef- 
ficiency! 

Marketing strategy must be the 
core of programming decisions— 





housewives 50 or over, 63rd 

among homes wit’ house- 

| wives 35-49, and 83rd among 
homes with housewives 16-34. 
What a great property for a 
product—like Greyhound— 
that gets a tremendous 
amount of its business from 
older » folks! Maybe the 
overall cost per thousand 
will not be the lowest en the 
air (last year it was 32nd)-— 
but it was 11th in cost per 
thousands of those senior 
citizens! 

Once we're certain that we 
know what programming concept 
jwe're after, let’s look at our 
choices for the new season. Is 
|there much in the new offerings? 
| Yes, enough for marketing ap- 
| proaches of many varieties, enough 
for budgets of all shapes and sizes. 
But the selection must be cautious, 
land not confined only to rating 
| considerations. The new season 
|shapes up good! Real good! Far 
| superior to the last. 

Tremendous programming come 
j}mitments have been made, show- 
j}manship has really come to the 
|fore replacing a good deal of last 
; season's me-tooism. This could 
| be televisien’s brightest year! And 





Sponsor | “advertising climate.” Perhaps) properly harnessed, the best for 
it was financially over-|they are impulse items or items sales effectiveness. 


| Sure, there will be more West- 
erns—but there will also be more 
dramas, more new comedies, more 
jnew Specials, and more new pro- 
grams that are beginning to wear 
the mantle of important Hollywood 
productions off the major sound 
|stages. TV programming is mov- 
ling off the side streets and is 
| finally taking its rightful position 
in the production world. As a re- 
| sult, better scripting, wider scope, 
j;and finer technicians are contrib- 
juting to the end product. Every- 
jone’s trying—and trying hard! 
| Forty percent will inevitably fall 
| flat on their collective faces, but 
it could be the remaining 60° 
will set new standards for greater 
tv entertainment value. 

1959-1960 will see NBC's River- 
boat, the new Ford series, Fibber 
|McGee, Edie Adams, and Johnny 
Staccato; and CBS promising new 
Space shows out of Ziv and Para- 
mount, Dobie Gillis, Hennessey, 
|Rod Serling’s Twilight Zone, Blue 
|Men; and the resources of Twen- 
jtieth and Warners behind such 
;new ABC offerings as Alaskans, 
Bourbon Street, Paradise, Dia- 
|mond Head plus new half-hour en- 


tape his Wednesday stanza to avoid | how often does it happen. It’s no 


Munich, Aug. 11. 
Riva Synchronstudios has ac- 
|quired in Oberfohring near Mu- 


down to pinpoint what was to be 
shot. 


conflict with the regular theatrical | accident that Grey decides on such 
matinee day.) properties as Jack Benny for 
| Greyhound and Benrus; Macy's Pa- 








|tries including Robert Taylor, 
| John Gunther and others. 
Yes, the new season has a let to 























The important thing to bear in nich 100,000 square meters of . # ° if age < is 
mind, aceording to Meyers and|ground to build a German TV| Atlanta — Russ Paulson has|Tad¢ for Ideal Toy and Lionel |offer both clients and viewers. 
Goad, ts that you look for the story | Center. | joined Crawford & Porter Adver- Trains; Emmy Awards for Lilt; - - ~— Wateh ‘a diff —_ 
before you shoot it and you find| The two stages (600 square me- tising Agency. His fromer ad | Linkletter for Grey hound; ey be OW = —— 
it in the same way ar inquiring|ters each and nine meters high) | agency connections included J. | Dragnet for Mennen. It's no ac- | Sales power. 
reporter goes after a yarn. The dif.| will be inaugurated in the end of | Walter Thompson, Kenyon & Eck- | ‘ident that the measure of effec- | ite Fagen 
ference is that when you get it,| August and be used for live and | hardt and Burke Dowling, Adams, | Uveness of live recall of sales | ’ 
you let the camera do much of the | film produetion. | all in Atlanta. pow d hy peesens. whe see shows Hub S College-at-Home 
telling, if not most of it. They con- ponies | containing Grey commercials is 
tend that the pictures, the filmed unusually high. Certainly, the; |... Boston, Aug. 11. 
episodes, carefully chosen, 4 ; m ” . a must be oe re. | TV viewers around Hub can 
late a story more vividly than | T 10 B t matic, convincing, and contain | earn college credits taking courses 
words or footage brought in at TAM S$ op In rl alli news value. Certainly, it must! from their living room this fal! 

| have a potent selling proposition! | 7 : 
random. : But it must have something else— | through the Commission on Exten- 

“This is really a method of op- (Week Ending Aug. 2) the right home! And that means|sion Courses and WGBII-TV. 
eration, not a formula,” Meyers | Homes the right program concept, the! Courses will count toward degree 
oe Pheuinaa  ceieeeennion | Viewing right program star, and the right | of adjunct in arts given extension 

tite agent mea 7-SAVING. | (000’s) frame of reference. Once the pro-| ‘ er P 
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wow | ==} BC. operating home and over- 


seas radio and Tv broadcasting systems, is 
an independent and autonomous corporation 
under Royal Charter. The BBc is therefore 
free to explore fields of research and endeavor 
that are concerned only in the interests of 
better broadcasting, both radio and Tv. The 
BBC is able also to experiment in forms of 
entertainment without reference to political 
or commercial interests. That is why there 
is a world-wide demand for BBC programs... 
why all European countries with Tv, for ex- 
ample, enjoy the privileges of Eurovision, 
thanks to the pioneering work of the world’s 
senior Tv broadcasting system, 


This diagram represents a 7 
screen, showing a picture approxi- 
mately indicating the ‘density’ of 
625 lines. This is the ‘standard’ 
used in a typical European coun- 
try. British TV sets, with a differ- 
ent ‘standard’, could not at first 


receive European programs, 











This diagram represents a ecréen 





of the same size as the one above, 





but approximately indicating the 
picture as it would be on the BBC, 
working to a standard of 406 lines, 
BBC engineers succeeded in con- 
verting European standards to the 


British standard, and vice versa. 
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| ABOUT TO THROW A SWITCH* 


which will bring 224,000,000 Europeans closer together! 





THIS MAN IS A BBC ENGINEER. By simply throw- 
ing a switch he is completing the television link 
which means that programs being televised in any 
part of Europe can be seen in Britain. Similarly, 
other European countries with their own Tv net- 
works can obtain programs from any other 
country. This was made possible by the combined 
research of Britain and France into the problem 
of ‘standards’ coriversion. The problem was in fact 
how to make two different sets of parallel lines 
meet in the interests of international Tv enjoy- 
ment with the vital accompaniment of greater 
understanding between ‘foreign’ peoples. The 
answer is called Eurovision, now an accepted part 


of European Tv. 


What is Eurovision? 


The realization of an idea came in 1952 when live 
programs from Paris were transmitted via a BBC 
‘Standards’ Converter to the British Public. For 
the first time, two countries using different Tv 
standards shared the same Television programs 
and this was really the start of Eurovision. Pro- 
grams can now be sent in either direction between 
any or all of the following countries: Great Britain, 
France, Italy, Germany, Austria, Holland, Switz- 
erland, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium, Monaco and 
Luxembourg. Programs have also been trans- 
mitted from behind the Iron Curtain, from the 


borders of Hungary when refugees were escaping 
to other parts of Europe and even from Algiers, 
which involved 1231 miles of radio and cable Jinks 
and aircraft over the Mediterranean relaying sig- 
nals to receivers in the ground. The total viewer- 
ship of a program of international importance, 
linked through Eurovision to all Europe, can be 


measured only in tens of millions. 


How was Eurovision made possible? 


When various European countries developed tele- 
vision after the war, it was inevitable that the 
engineers of the BBC, the world’s senior Tv broad- 
casting system (Britain first had television in 
1936) should face the responsibility of bringing 
events in Europe to British homes. Before the 
huge network which now exists could be built up 
‘standards’ converters had to be developed. In 
Europe it was a question of converting a picture 
of, say, 625 or 819 lines into a picture of 405 lines 
and vice versa. (This problem does not exist in 
the United States or Canada.) 


BBC engineers solved the problem of bringing 
European Tv programs to Britain; they were glad 
to make this contribution towards the bringing 
together of the countries of Europe. Today, the 
results of their years of work have been made 
available to the world. 
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PERCHANCE TO DREAM 

With Terence Morgan, Marion Gri- | 
moaldi, Sally Bazely, Gladys Spen- 
cer, Richard Bebb, Lewis Wilson, 

Peter Tuddepham, June Grant, 

Simon Oates, Malcolm Watson, 

Joyce Gregg, Candy Scott, 

Brenda Orton, Joy Carter, Wil-| 

liam Patenall, George Mitchell 

Singers and Dancers, orchestra 

directed by Eric Robinson | 
Producer: Graeme Muir | 
Writer: Ivor Novello 
Adaptation: David Whitaker 
75 Mins. Mon., 8:30 p.m. 

BBC-TV, from London | 

Sticking to a policy of aiming | 
primarily at the less frenetic gen- 
eration when doing its ‘Musical 
Playhouse” spectaculars, BBC-TV 
hit the bell fair and square with 
Ivor Novello’s “Perchance Tea 
Dream.” Schmaltzy in the extreme, 
the story is sit-back-and-look stuff 
that nevertheless seldom sticks in 
the most treacle-allergic gullet, 
while the music and costumes and | 
ersembles are delightful by most 
standards. Using two large studios, 
the web did well by the concept | 
of the piece, the direction intelli- | 
gently cutting down on close shots | 
to give as much impression of 
spaciousness as the small screen | 
will allow. 

The tale is told in three periods, 
Regency and Victorian and present, 
involving two constantly reincar- 
nated lovers (Terence Morgan, 
Sally Bazely) whose paths seem | 
forever destined to cross. It was} 
one of the triumphs of Novello to} 
get the period feel pretty well: in 
the Regency episode, Morgan plays 
an impoverished roue who bets 
that he'll seduce the gal but doesn't | 
collect because he genuinely falls | 
for her, while in the Victorian} 
passage he’s a _ convention-tied 
married man whem the lady re- 
nounces when she learns wifey is 
going to have a child. In the mod- 
ern part, all's well. 

Morgan was excellent, putting 
over the right devil-may-care at- 
titude as the caddish buck re- 
deemed, alas too late, by l'amour, 
and scoring equally well as the 
rigid Victorian. Miss Bazely was 
charming throughout, while Marion 
Crimaldi as the inevitably un- | 
foriunate third woman did a ster- | 
ling stint. At which point, since the 
Misses Bazely and Grimaldi were 
the principals concerned here, it’s | 
apposite to mention the singing: | 
the rendering of Novello’s spien- 
didly tuneful ditties was tops. In 
the rest of the cast, the contribu- | 
tion of Gladys Spencer as an old 
warhorse siands out. } 














Settings and costumes were | 
lavish, and the ovcasional dance | 
routines — notably one involving 


Miss Bazely in Victorian undies— 
were imaginatively conceived. 
Erni. | 


MINE OWN EXECUTIONER } 

With Michael Gwynn, Ursula How- 
ells, Jack Hedley, Gene Ander- 
son, Maxine Holden, John 
Brooking, Thomas Hare, Ronald 
Leigh-Hunt, Laurence Hardy, 
Maurice Colbourne, Roy Patrick, 
lan Ainsley, Geoffrey Adams, 
Rodney Burke 

Producer: Harold Clayton 

Writer: Nigel Balchin 

Adaptation: John Hopkins 

95 mins., Tues., 8 p.m, 

BBC-TV, from London 
The BBC-TV team that handled 

Nigel Balchin’s “The Small Back 

Room” turned in another cracker- 

jack job with “Mine Own Execu- 

tioner.” If the result was less ex- 

citing, that’s largely because the 

latter novel isn’t such a standout 

work in-the first place. Adaptation 

unfortunately threw up quite a few 

weaknesses, not least in emphasiz- 


ing that the lay psychoanalyst 
who's the central character isn’t 
such a hot diagnostician and also 
in over-skimping his personal 


problems. All the same, this was tv 
drama 'way above the average. 
The analyst is Felix Milne (Mi- 
chael Gwynn) whose marriage has 
= a tough patch but whose wife 





’atricia (Ursula Howells) never- 
theless shows angelic understand- 
ing and tolerance. Felix’s affair 
with a friend's sex-starved wife 
3arbara ‘(Gene Anderson) provides 
one line of the narrative journey, 
but the main track follows his 


attempts to cure a schizophrenic 
Adam Lucian (Jack Hedley) who 
has already shown murderous ten- 
dencies. Climax comes with Felix’s 
decision not to try to force Adam 
to continue treatment, hoping in- 
stead that the man will return of 
his own free will, and his grief 
and feeling of failure when Adam| 
shoots his wife and kills himself. 
t’s Patricia who asks Milne if a, 
surgeon would quit after one pa-! 





| willing ally, 


| tient has died under the knife and 


who him to continue his 
work. 

Gwynn gave a quietly authori- 
tative performance as Milne, while 
Miss Howells scored with a sensi- 
tive portrayal of the winsomely 
patient wife—so much like the 
character she played in “The Small 
Back Room.” Gene Anderson was 
excellent as the Barbara with 
nympho tendencies, while Jack 
Hedley scored an individual tri- 
umph as the unhappy Adam Lu- 
cian, literally putting a foot wrong 
only once when he overlooked the 
limp the character’s supposed to 
have. Supporting roles were ad- 
mirably filled, with Maurice Col- 
bourne standing out via a stimu- 
lating cameo of a potentiai donor 


urges 


to the clinic where Milne works 
Production was firstrate, barring 
one or Er 


two minor slipups 


THE CYMBALS AT YOUR DOOR 
With Heather Sears, Mary Ker- 
ridge, Tim Seely, Tom Criddle, 
Susan Stranks, Kenneth Cope, 
Patrick Duggan, Renny Lister, 
Howell Davies 
Director: Peter Potter 
Writer: Peter Draper 
60 Mins., Fri., 9 p.m. 
Associated Television, from London 
Peter Draper wrote what can 
only be described as an unhealthy 
play in “The Cymbals At Your 
Deor”: his characters are thorough- 
ly unpleasant, and the only two 
that show any signs of fighting 
through a blanket of emptiness 
and cynicism are injured in a car 
crash in the climax. Which 
to deny that he turned out an 
arresting job of work or that he 
was reflecting much of today’s 
outlook: it’s just a pity that he 
couldn’t have been a shade less 


' nihilistic. 


The protagonists are a group of 
youngsters with empty minds ¢a- 
pable only of expressing resent- 
ment against established values 
and any values of their own. Chief 
motivator is Harry (Tom Criddle 
who sees a chance, for diversion’s 
sake, to put his theories to the 
test in the case of Andy Sutton 
(Tim Seely). These theories mean 
that everyone is manipulated in 
some way or other—and Andy, 
victim of an unfortunate love affair, 
can be manipulated into falling for 
Judy (Heather Sears). In his suave 
plotting he kids Andy’s mother 
(Mary Kerridge) into becoming a 
and it is she who 
finally sees him in his true colors 


|after Andy and Judy, groping for 


those values of their own, are in- 
volved in the car accident 

It can’t be said that author 
Draper’s alleged main intent—the 
difficulty of an older generation, 
personified by Andy's mother, to 


communicate with the younger— 
was fully realized. But certainly 
he did put across with power and 
skill that appalling purposelessness 


of some of today’s youth. And in 
at least one scene, wherein Andy 
and Judy start to find a commun- 
ion, he showed a maturity of writ- 
ing that hinted at great work to 
come. His detail throughout also 


conveyed fine powers of observa- 
tion 

The cast backed him excellently, 
with Seely and Miss Sears tackling 
the roles of the manipulated with 
understanding and sincerity and 


with Criddle offering a consistent- | 


ly unwholesome portrait of the 
plotting Harry. Miss Kerridge did 
very well as the mother, so much 
out of her depth, while all the sup- 
porters pitched in with a percep- 
tive will. Direction was sensitive. 
Erni 





THE GARDEN PARTY 

With Gerry Jedd, Eddie Byrne, 
Patience Collier, Sandra Stokes, 
Graydon Gould 

Producer: Sydney Newman 

Director: Dennis Vance 

Writer: Tad Mosel 

65 Mins.; Sun. 10.5 p.m. 

ABC network, from London 
Tad Mosel’s play, “The Garden 

Party,” came over as an absorbing 

piece of tv though perhaps a shade 


too long for its slight theme. It's 
the story of a simple suburban 
woman who, when a child, used to 
watch the neighbors’ garden par- 


ties and nursed a dream that, one 
day, she could hold a similar shin- 
dig. With quite a lot of under- 
standing and sympathy Mosel re- 
veals how the dream comes true 
and of its impact. 

Dennis Vance, tackling a stint 
that was of a different pace from 
his normal direction, brought out 
all the subtlety of Mosel’s writing 


and both director and author were | 
small cast. | 


well served by their 
Mostly the play hinged round the 
thoughts of India, the wife, and 
the part was played with splendid 
insight by Gerry Jedd. Miss Jedd's 
role was in direct contrast to her 
previous tv appearance, in another 
Mosel play, and proved her one of 
the more interesting new person- 
alities in British tv. Eddie Byrne, 
as her husband, was something of 
a stooge, but gave the role all the 
authority that this excellent actor 
always commands. 

Sandra Stokes as the 16-year-old 
daughter whose birthday promotes 
the garden party gimmick and 
Graydon Gould as her young boy 
friend, together with Patience Col- 
lier as a neighbor, also contributed 
useful performances. Timothy 
O’Brien’s design was excellent, 
though limited in its scope 

Rich. 


LOST WITHOUT TRACE 

With Andrew Sinclair, Lord Braye, 
Charles Gibbs-Smith, A. Gordon 
Wilson, Oliver Peabody, Gordon 
Watkins. 

Producers: Paul Johnstone, Pamela 
Wiicox Bower 

30 Mins., Thurs., 9:36 p.m. 


| BBC-TV, from London. 


isn’t | 


As a blend of the entertaining 
and the informative, the ‘Lost 
Without Trace” series that's being 
aired by BBC-TV once in two 
weeks is excellent in conception, 
but only reasonably good in execu- 
tion. There’s an unfortunate air of 
pretension about the handling, 
even down to the lighting of faces 


in close shot, that could well be 
dispensed with. At least, that was 
the case with “Percy Piicher’s 


Engine,” the program surveyed for 
review 

Idea was to recap some of the 
attempts to fly made by Percy Pil- 
cher, who met his death after a 
crash on Sept. 30, 1899, then to re- 
veal that records showed he had 
built, or started to build, an engine 
that might have led to powered 
flight four years before the Wrights 
took off. Viewers were then asked 
to send in drawings or bits of ma- 
chinery they might have tucked 
2way in the attic which might pro- 


vide a clue to the fate of that 
engine. Previous programs, one 
about pictures missing from the 


Maidstone Bible, the other dealing 
with the lost first draft of Lawr- 
ence’s “Seven Pillars of Wisdom,” 


have apparently already drawn 
valuable response. 
There is, of course, an undeni- 


able fascination in the facts dug up 
and presented via old photographs, 
interviews with oldtimers who can 
recall events of the day past, and 


so forth. Allied to the “treasure 
hunt” aspect, this can’t but exert 
a strong pull—if only everyone 
would relax. Andrew Sinclair, who 
interlinks, is especially taut and 
intense. There’s a lot BBC-TV 


could do to slick up the presenta- 
tion without selling their subjects 
short Erni, 


DANDY DICK 

With Newton Blick, Judith Furse, 
Jack Allen, Philip Latham, Pat 
Pleasance, Sheila _ Ballantine, 
Stanley Van Beers, Peter Cellier, 
Henry Soskin, Michael Bird, Ann 
Wilton 

Director: Tania Lieven 

Writer: Arthur W. Pinero 

Adaptation: Harry Moore 

90 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. 

Associated-Rediffusion, from Lon- 
don 
Too slender for a 90-minute slot, 

Pinero’s farce about a Dean's mis- 

adventures with a racehorse never- 

theless got a delightfully stylized 

treatment from Associated Rediffu- 

sion that ensured very few dull 

moments. Gimmicks employed in- 

cluded actual curtain-drops, piano 


accompaniment, and audience 
asides delivered as on-the-sound- 
track ruminations, All were for the 
most part effective, but the main 
credit lay with Pinero’s original 
which, maybe surprisingly, showed 


little 
tiquity 


signs of an- 


comparative 


Newton Blick had a made-to-| 


measure role as the harassed cleric 
prompted by the arrival of 
his nag-owning widowed sister, laws 


who, 


a $140 bet to get cash for the res- | 


toration of a spire. His comicaliy 
mobile features were admirably 
employed. Judith Furse played the 
sister in rich, back-slapping style, 
Jack Allen making her a good part- 
ner as a turf-loving baronet. Henry 
Soskin scored as the loyal man- 
servant who adds poison to a dose 
for the all-important horse and so 


' brings trouble galore to the Dean, ! 


| And 


while Pat Pleasance, Sheila Ballan- 
tine, Peter Cellier and Philip Lat- 
ham hammed it up divertingly as 





| where 4 17-year-old gal is missing. 
| General assumption is that she’s 
| beat it to the big city, but even so 


the young lovers who further com-|the Rev. Brian Trewin (Michael 


plicate the deanery life. Michael 

Bird earned special mention for 

his performance as a constable. 
Erni. 


THE GRANDMA BANDIT 

With Ronald Lewis, Olga Lindo, 
Mary Peach, Noel Howlett, 
Marion Hughes, Diana Daneman, 
James Raglan, Bernette Milnes, 
Reginald Smith, James Land, 

| Lionel Burns 

Producer: Sidney Newman 

Director: George More O’Ferrall 

| Writer: Nathan Cohen 

| 65 Mins., Sun., 10:05 p.m. 

| ABC-TV, from Manchester 

| ABC-TV’s “Armchair Theatre” 

| Sunday night series hit an alltime 

jlow in this skeleton of a comedy 

| that failed to amuse and was, to 

| boot, completely unmoral. 

maybe it rates as a mystery: how 

come it was ever presented’? 


The alleged fun comes from 
Henry Owen’s (Ronald Lewis) 


agitated suspicion that his mother- | 


|in-law (Olga Lindo) is a robber 
|known as “The Grandma Bandit.” 
his mother-in-law proves to 
be The Grandma Bandit, explain- 


jing that she steals because she’s 


had a dullish life and wants cash 
to take a cruise. Henry hastily 
gives her the money she still needs, 
and off she goes, happy and unap- 
prehended, to continue her hold- 
ups aboard ship. 

Everyone worked hard at the 
wouldbe joke but found it hard to 
get even a mouth-twitch from 
Henry's growing harassment as his 


| fears grow, from his wife’s concern 


over his strange behavior, and from 
the couple’s mutual shock on hear- 
ing the truth from -the old lady. 
Technically, Ronald Lewis, Olga 
Lindo and Mary Peach put in some 
good work, as did the production 
team, and maybe there are better 
times ahead Erni. 


ALL FOR PLEASURE 

With Ivor Emmanuel, Sir Donald 
Wolfit, Billy Russell, Joseph 
Ward, Raymond, Billy Miller 
Orch 

Direetor: Mark Lawten 

Writer: Gale Pedrick 

30 mins., Tues., 10:15 p.m. 

Associated-Rediffusion, from Lon- 
don 
The latest 


skein from Jack Hyl- 


ton TV Productions Ltd. presents 
pot-pourris of lighthearted items, 
each half-hour joh taking a pro- 


fession as pivotal point. First ef- 
fort, under review, chose hair- 
dressing as.its inspiration for song, 
screwy statistics, dramatic extract 
et al. The excuse for a linkup is 
adequate, and all depends on the 
quality of the individual items: in 
this case, the result wasn't at 
displeasing. 

Joseph Ward sang the Largo al 
Factotum agreeably, though his 
histrionics weren't impressive. Ivor 
Emmanuel, who interlinked com- 
petently, put over “Jeannie With 
The Light Brown Hair” extremely 
well. Billy Russell had an oldtime 
music hall set to himself for ‘“‘Get 
Your Hair Cut.” Hairdresser Ray- 
mond introduced cuties crowned 


with various layouts ef glory, in-| 


one equipped with 17th- 
coiffure complete with 
mousetrap. There was a barber's 
shop quartet, and Sir Donald Wol- 
fit probably hammed a scene from 
“Sweeney Todd, The Demon Bar- 
ber” for a program topper. David 
Langdon cartoons were inserted 
now and again, including in the 
spot devoted to statistics on hair. 
Some of the patter was weak, 
but by and large the show passed 
the time away divertingly enough 
Production was competent 


cluding 
century 


Erni. 





THE EXTRA GRAVE 
With Isabel Dean, Michael Gough, 
Michael Aldridge, Keith Baxter, 
Peggy Ann Clifford, Jimmy Ray, 
Patrick Magee, Geoffrey Paget 
Director: Roger Jenkins 
Writer: Leslie Winslow 
60 Mins., Fri., 9 p.m. 
Associated-Rediffusion, from 
London 
“The Extra Grave” was a com- 
petent whodunit that made good 
viewing. Inter-character relation- 
ships were hard to grasp at first, 
and at least one angle was devel- 
oped more for gimmick purposes 
than for anything else, but the play 
was a deal better than those of its 
fellows that fall into the parlor- 
game mould. 
Setting is a small country village 


} 


Or | 


| home 


Aldridge) is worried that she'll 
come to no good. He’s more anxious 
about this lost sheep, in fact than 
;he is about his own son Chris 
Jimmy Ray), who's grieving the 
death of a dog. When Mrs. Trewin 
Isabel Dean) finds a new grave 
in the churchyard she assumes 
Chris has buried the animal there 
against his father’s instructions 
and keeps quiet. But doubts set 
in, and she helps her husband's 
brother Leo (Michael Gough) in a 
spot of digging. The girl’s corpse 
is revealed, and the search for the 


| killer begins. 
The red-herring trails were well 
laid, with even the Rev. coming 
in for a spot of grilling. Michael 


Aldridge gave a stodgy but ade- 
| quate performance. Michael Gough 
lcould afford to overplay a shade 
lin the role of the most obvious 
suspect—a sculptor, yet—and had 
one very effective scene with 
Geoffrey Paget as the sleuth. Miss 
Dean was most competent in the 
wife role, while Keith Baxter 
grabbed his chance well in the 
climax when revealed as the slayer. 
Ernt. 


ROLLER DERBY 

With Bob Robertson 

Director: Max Bice 

Producer: Roller Derby-Tv Inc. 
60 Mins., Sat. 9 p.m. 
WNEW-TV, N.Y. 

This hour of video-taped roller 
derby was recorded in Seattle and 
is the prelude to two hours of live 
tele Saturdays from 9 to 11 p.m. 
on N.Y. indie WNEW-TV when the 
skaters come east in October. 

Tapes will be made, however, at 
the West 14th St. Armory, N.Y., 
of the derby, and Roller 


| Derby-TV Inc. claims a lineup of 


all 


some 100 stations for rebroadcas!s 
in the coming season. This is 
roughly 60 more than the derby 
had as it closed out this spring on 
the ABC-TV Sunday afternoon web 
hookup 

Last Saturday's hour show repre- 
sented the last half of a Seattle 
contest between the Chiefs and 
Ravens (city identifications have 
been dropped for syndication). As 
a sport, roller derby falls some- 
where between wrestling and bowl- 
ing as tv fare, and some of the ex- 
citement of live presentation is 
lost in the transition to tape. Mat- 
ters were not helped in the Seattle 
pickup by a deadening repetition 
of camera angles and pans. Not 
once during the hour was there a 
covering picture of the entire oval 
or a crowd shot. Occasional close- 
ups of resting skaters, referee and 
the infield weren't quite enough to 
break the monotony of steady 
drone and whirl. 

Sportscaster Bob Robertson fol- 
lowed the action competently. 
When a skater went over the rail 
and crashed to the cement floor, 
he was busier assuring viewers that 
roller derby had plenty of acci- 
dents than he was getting the con- 
dition of the nosediver. Why 
| doesn’t the cement deck aroun@® 
tne sharply pitched oval carry mat- 
ting for protection of skaters? 
| They may, of course, learn the divs 
|as wrestlers do. But, it would seem, 
ii there were a Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Skaters, this 
sports meller would be on report, 

Show carried eight commercials, 
including two for competing tire 
companies, Bill. 


| Brit. Com’! TV on Parade 


London, Aug. 11. 

All Britain’s commercial tv com- 
panies are pooling resources to 
take part in the Television and 
Radio Show at Earl's Court, Lon- 
don, from Aug. 26 through Sept. 
5. Hitherto, only two outfits have 
been represented at these annual 
| affairs, Associated - Rediffusion 
which serves London and there- 
abouts on weekdays and Associated 
TeleVision which does likewise at 
weekends and also covers the Mid- 
lands during the week. 
| Plans of the nine participating 
| webs include putting on view a re- 
mote unit and videotape machines. 
Programs, which will take in 
| shows from a “personality stage,” 
are to be relayed over closed cir- 
cuit to the tv receivers on display 
|in the exhibition as well as trans- 
‘mitted on the networks. 








. 
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Open End only ones who can make good 
WNTA-TV, N. Y., preempted a musicals,” said Kelly, and when 
repeat tape of this David Susskind pressed asked, “Have you ever 
conversational stanza on Sunday 
(9) to insert a live Susskind and 
five live-wire reporter who ac- 


companied vicepresident Nixon opr 
his recent Russian trip. It was vol- 
atile, sometimes interesting pro- 
gram—interesting most often in 
the sense that the viewer was able 
to learn about Nixon not so much 
by what the reporters had specifi- 
cally to say but through their atti- 
tude of friendliness to the politi- 
cian. Lengthy program on Sunday 
(9) also solidified the belief that 
host Susskind at once brave 
and foolish for getting into subject 
matter that may not be entirely 
over hig-head but which is trans- 
parently outside his sphere of ex- 
perience. 

UPI's 
News 
Ruth 
Tribune's 


is 


Barcella, Daily 
Frank Holeman: Hearst’s 
Montgomery, the Herald 
Earl Mazo and Scripps- 
Howard's Jack Steele made up a 
lively ehen Cabinet,” as they 
end the otber journalists who ac- 
companied the Veep were called 


Ernest 


in Russia and Poland 

Though it was all too apparent 
from the start of the local stanza 
that all five were in favor of Nixon, 
and, consequently, were not won't 
to discuss him negatively, Susskind 


persisted in asking questions, ver- 


bose, perhaps, but designed to in- 
cite the other participant. Several 
times the reporters slapped ob- 
liquely—and once so that it was 
obvious—at the host for pressing 
them on points of conversation 
with which they obviously did not 
concur 

A bedeviled Susskind fell into 
} repetitive speech patterns, pos- 
sibly as the result. The effect of 
using the same words or phrases 
se ye times over was that Suss- 
kind was “unfortunate,” to use a 
Susskind word. For instance, there 
is nothing to be said for noting 
that the Nixon trip did “reap an 
avalanche of good will,” and, also 
in introducing a commercial for 
Sutro Bros., the stock wrokerage. 
saving the sponsor can “reap good 
g ce for (the viewer). ‘“‘Unto- 
\ord” is another favorite Susskind 
\ and another favorite was the 
phrase, ‘Let me ask you specifical- 
ly, all of you.” Art. 


Music For A Summer Night 





Although “Music For A Summer 
N t's to Tin Pan Alley 
] Wedn 5) over ABC-TV 
was far from complete or definitive, 
it i serve up an hour of delight- 
ful st ering. Rounded up for 
tle mus | showpiece were Con- 
nee _Boswe ll, Fernanda Montel, 
Bet Terrell, Fran Warren, Jack 
Haske Bill Shirley and dancers 
Midge & Bill Haggett 

Under the production and direc- 
torial reigns of Jack Sameth the 
songs and songsmiths that came up 
for the “salute” were given top- 
notch musical display. All the vo- 
calists were in good form and gave 
added dimension to the wide vari- 


ety of tunes dished up during the 
hour. Only drawback to the song- 
fest was the pallid palaver that 
Draper 
narrator Scott Vincent. The sticky 
lines took some of the edge of the 


Lewis wrote for announcer- | 


musical offerings that followed. A} 


straighter approach without 
6f the flowery intros would have 


any | 


kept the show at a swinging pace. | 


to cover 
items and special sa- | 


Show managed 
blues, folk 


the | 


lutes to Hoagy Carmichael, Jimmie | 


McHugh, 
Whiting 


ing that came over in a likable 
fashion 
The program, however, only 


scratched the surface and there are 
plenty of cleffers left who could be 





the subject of another scintillating 
salute.” Gros. 
Hollywood Diary 
KTLA, Los Angeles, scored 
something of a coup by pairing 
Fred Astaire and Gene Kelly to- 
gether on this pane] stanza, and 


taking full advantage of the op- 
portunity, extended the show to an 
hour for the occasion. The pro- 
gram proved an interesting, oc- 
casionally stimulating hourlong 
session on the state of the dance 


in the U.S. and in the industry. 
Both Astaire and Kelly be-| 
moaned the fact that Hollywood 


has cut back on its filmusicals, but 
both also stressed the extreme dif- 
ficulty of writing “dance” musi- 
cals. that is, writing dances into a 
musical seript. But Kelly said that 
if Hollywood can’t use their danc- 
ing talents, they'll be glad to per- 
form on television. Asked about 
the foreign market for musicals, 
they felt that musicals do well 
abroad though unable to support 
the premise with facts. 


“We're the’ 


Cole Porter and Richard | 
It was a melodic smatter- | 


seen a British musical?” 

Kelly said the State Dept. has 
felt him out about taking a dance 
troupe over to the U.S.S.R., but the 


project hasn't gone beyond the 
feeler stage. Point was prompted 
by a discussion of the Moiseyev 
and Bolshoi tours of the U.S., with 
both dancers agreeing that the 
troupes were sensational Kelly 
stated that there are American 
dancers equally talented, but the 
opportunity to train and develop 
them into such a tightly dis- 


ciplined ensemble doesn’t exist be- 


cause the U.S. is the only western 
country which doesn’t subsidize a 
dance group. 

Astaire, who apparently watches 
a lot of television, is constantly 
amazed by the brillance of much of 
the dancing and choreography on 
tv from week to week. “But it’s 
wasted,” he said, pointing out that 
an imaginative dance routine is 


usually cut short, the viewer can’t 
get a good look at a talented 
dancer and that good ideas usually 
aren't developed enough. He found 
it frustrating. Of course, he added, 
it’s not all good, since on a week 
to week basis it’s virtually impos- 
sible to come up with fresh ideas 
But the amount of freshness is re- 
markable, he found. 


Both agreed that the dance 
standards today are higher than 
say 15 years ago. Chan 


House Party 


“The best man” Sam 
ever had on his staff was 


Goldwyn 


Art Link- 


| BULLFIGHTS FROM MEXICO 
CITY 


| complained 


letter’s guest on his daytime strip- | 


a 


per last week. Only it wasn't 
man at all but Goldwyn’s descrip- 


tive of his wife, Frances, who has 
worked at his side for lo these 
many years. Linkletter knew full 
well that he wasn't going to get 
any trade secrets out of her but 
he made one try at it: “how much 
did ‘Porgy and Bess’ cost’” 


She may have been expecting it 
and broke into a laugh. “Well. 
let's see.” she countered. “As of 
July 25 it cost so much. I remem- 
ber the last item on the statement 
was one for 38c One of the more 
astute minds among the helpmates 
of major producers, Mrs. Goldwyn 
was a paragon of grace and poise 
It was the only question she 
tually parried, being specific 
direct in her other comments 

What does she think of Acad- 
emy awards? “They are potentially 
a danger and forces a winner to be- 


ac- 
and 


come more special in his subse- 
quent roles. And then there’s the 
job of the wife keeping them 
dusted.” In the humorous ex- 


change with Linkletter she proved 





his match but that’s the way he 
has it laid out so the guests are 
shown to the best advantage. 

To Linkletter’s credit it was an 
intelligent use of a guest: None 
of the ordinary gossipy drivel but 
factual matter from a woman of 
great stature in the industry. 

Helm, 
JOAN FAIRFAX SHOW 
With Van Dorn Sisters (3), Ed 


McCurdy, Jury Gotschalkk & 

Irene Apinine 
Producer: Don "ee 
30 Mins.; Mon.; 8:30 
| MATINEE CIGARETS. me TEXACO 
CBC-TV, from Toronto 

(Cockfield, Brown) 

From the time she first chirped 
at a camera in 1952, slick blond 
Joan Fairfax has been a standout 
on Canadian television, but only 
this summer has she reached her 
own show. 


; cape 


| maining 


With Luis Carlos Uribe, Fred 
Kasper, Carlos Arruza, Alfonso 
Ramirez, Juan Silveti, others 

Producers: Telesistema Mexicano, 
Dan Schuffman 


Writers: Luis Carles Uribe, Jim 
Ascher 
65 Mins., Sat. (1), 10 p.m. 


WBKB, Chicago (tape) 
Apart from any moral considera- 


tions of the sport (or art), and re- 
serving argument as to whether 


bullfights ought or ought not to be 


shown on U:S. television, the thre 


corridas shown as a special on 
WBKB last Saturday (1 were 
worth the station’s daring and 


should have captured and held a 
large Windy City audience. At its 
worst, the telecast was interesting 
in an educational sort of way; 
its best, downright fascinating 

The videography of Emilio 
carraga’s Telesistema Mexicano 
was to be marveled at, the 
often creating greater excitement 
than the spectacle itself, as for 
instance in the final episode when 
the 1,200 lb. bull leapt over the 
fence and, in the corridor girding 
the arena, seemed to be charging 
straight for the unflinching camera 
The closeups of man and bull were 
better than the choicest seats and 
left no doubts to the veracity of 
the Moments of Truth, 

At a preview the week before 
the showing two kinds of criticism 
were made of the bulleasts. Repre- 
sentatives of the various humane 
societies disapproved of them on 
moral grounds and expressed 
fear that they might tempt chil- 
dren to do cruel things to animals 
Aficianados, on the other hand, 
that the station was 
censoring art when it edited out 
the actual death of the bulls, claim- 
ing the gore and even the dragging 
away of the carcass to be part oi 
the ritual. 

From a neutral viewpoint. is 
doubtful (1) that children of the 
impressionable ages were able to 
follow the proceedings with any 
understanding or interest, and (2 
that a show of bull blood and the 
animal's expiration would have 
enhanced the enjoyment of the 
drama. It was no less educational 
to be spared the realism of the 
final scene 

As for the fights themselves, the 
third was by far the most engros- 
principally because the bu!l 
was more spirited than the preced- 
ing two. Juan Silveti wielded the 
muletta for this and was a beauti- 
study in the classic art of the 
and thrust. Carlos Aruzz 
Mexico's top matador now in sem 


at 


Ay 
Ad 


shois 


it 


sing 


£551 
iui 


retirement, performed the firs t 
orrida in Portuguese style, on 
horseback, a stint that was more 


absorbing for sheer horsemanship 
then for the drama of bull vs. man 
Alfonso Ramirez subdued the re- 
bull, a rather unwilling 
contestant, in not very spectacular 
fashion. Although the outcome of 
each corrida was fairly predictable 
namely that the bull, not the 
man, would be killed—there man- 
aged to be always an atmosphere 
of some suspense, 

Wisely, although it was distrac- 
ting at first, the station elected not 


to erase the original Spanish 
soundtrack, dubbing in the Ameri- 
|can commentator — Luis Carlos 
Uribe — on top of the Mexican 
shot-caller. Left in, as a result, 
were the crowd noises, and the 
Original announcer’s fortissimo 


Backed by a femme or- | 


chestra, she has the Van Dorn Sis- | 


ters as regulars, and uses guests. 

Show caught (3) had ballet danc- 
ers Jury Gotschalk and Irene Api- 
nine and folk chanter Ed McCurdy, 


latter just back to Canada from a | 


tour of the U.S. 

Show is solidly constructed 
throughout with socko camera 
work and scenery and a fine job 
of production by Don Hudson 
It’s one of CBC's better musical 
stints and is expected to rate con- 
tinuation into the _  fall-winter- 
spring video season where it should 
match anything the web carries. 
Format exhibits pleaty of the chic 
Miss Fairfax who switches gowns 
almost with each scene, does brief 
88ing and gives lots of exposure 
to the girls in the band while mov- 
ing about the set. She works. too, 
with guests and the canary three- 
some, the whole bit neatly 
together for strong impact. 

Scheduling this stanza between 
“The Millionaire’ and Danny 
Thomas provides a nice Monday 
night fare for network dia'ers. 

Gorm. 


tied | 





tipped off the exciting moments 
(Continued on page 52) 





| MUSIC IS MY BEAT 


With Larry Finley, Kay Brown, 


Ronny Mann, Bobby Hammack 
Orchestra; guest, L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert 
Producers: Steve Binder, Larry 
Finley 
Director: Steve Binder 
30 Mins., Thurs., 10 p.m. 
KABC-TV, Los Angeles 
“Salutes” and “tributes” to the 
great men of show business are 
apt to be somewhat painful ses- 
sions in which the “giant” being 
honored is usually the victim of 
dehumanizing overstatement _and 


unbecoming sentimentality. 


George and Ira Gershwin, how- 
ever, have provided themselves 
with an eternal immunity to such 


treatments by virtue of the great 
tunes they have written. No 
“Gershwin salute” is going to fall 
on its face as long as Gershwin 
music is used to illustrate the 
point. That is one of the reasons 
‘Gershwin salutes” occur so regu- 
larly - 

Part one of this latest tribute to 
the Gershwins occurred last Thurs- 
day (6) on “Music is My Beat,” a 
weekly enterprise on KABC-TV 
produced and directed by Steve 
Binder and presided over by Larry 
Finley. For the occasion, Finley 
utilized the services of the excel- 
lent Bobby Hammack Orchestra, 
a pair of young singers named Kay 
Brown and Ronny Mann, and the 
73-year-old “dean of American 
songwriters and official leg man 
for ASCAP” (as Finley introduced 
him), L. Wolfe Gilbert. 

The lone instrumental, a lively, 
modern, big-band arrangement by 
Hammack of “But Not Fer Me,” 
was, musically, easily the high 
point of the show. The vocals were 
not nearly as effective, Miss Brown 
obtaining best results with her 
version of “I've Got A Crush On 


You.” Mann has a pleasant bari- 
tone, but tends to fall off pitch, 
has difficulties with his timing, 


and occasionally gets too tricky for 
his own good. 


Gilbert offered a number of in- | 


teresting personal anecdotes about 
George Gershwin, and termed 
Samuel Goldwyn “a courageous 


producer” for undertaking his film 
treatment of “Porgy and Bess.” 
One got the feeling, however, that 
he wasn’t even being allowed to 
scratch the surface of his past ex- 
periences with, or knowledge of, 
the composer. 

Part two of the tribute will fea- 
ture that superb pianist, Calvin 
Jackson, and Gilbert has promised 
to reveal “how Ira lived in the 

‘eflected glory of his brother, 
George.” Tube. 


SEVEN ARTS 
With Ian Fellows 
Producer: Marion Dunn 
15 Mins.; Thur., 7:45 p.m. 
CBOT, Ottawa 

“Seven Arts” is an innocuous 
little stanza that will sit well with 
watchers who like artistic things 
but may not hold others so well. 
Opener (6) concerned sculpture. It 
scanned the fountains in Ottawa, 
then went on film to an interview 
with sculptress Eleonor Milne 
Show’s gabber is Ian Fellows, w.k. 
Canadian thesper and a staffer at 
CBOT, the CBC's Ottawa English- 
language station. It could up im- 
pact but it would take a lot of 
work and probably have to switch 
format to do it. 

Right now, besides artists and 
art-lovers, the only others who will 
stay with it are viewers too lazy 


to switch away while awaiting 
“Parade” at 8 p.m. Gorm. 
— 











Nixon as a TV Commentator 


Diplomatic 
“showed his pictures” 
day night (9)-—and demonsirated 


tor he'd rank with the best of them 


ice-breaker Richard N. 


Nixon, back from Russia, 


to the American television audience -Sun- 


conclusively that as a commenta- 
Nixon did separate shows for 


NBC and CBS on his-historic Russian tour, with the networks util- 
izing their own film footage as Nixon supplied the narration, and 


running commentary on his 14-day 


ion and Poland. 


Both networks pretty much covered the same ground, 


the same overall conclusions 
larly the CBS 7:30 to 8 special, 


swing through the Soviet Un- 


inviting 
and summations, but it was particu- 
“What I Saw In Russia” that pro- 


vided Nixon with the scope and the format of presentation to dis- 


tinguish himself as reporter, 
ping the highlights of his visit w 
sible impact on the future. 
U nfortunately the preceding 
nation’ 


commentator 
ith Mr 


half-hour 
on NBC, played down the Nixon pale of narrator, putting 


and analyst in recap- 
K. and appraising its pos- 


7 to 7:30) “report to the 


too much emphasis on the film clips themselves. Wisely, CBS let 
him talk, practically through the entire half-hour as once American 


tv audiences witnessed the now 
the American Exhibition; the 
steel mill; visits to Novosibirsk 


-famous 
visit to Leningrad, 


“Nick & Dick” set-to at 
the tour of the 


and Sverdlovsk and finally the 


overwhelming ourpouring of friendship and affection in Poland. 
Nixon reacted as though a seasoned pro in tv commenting as he 
matched clip for clip with sound, balanced judgment and reportage, 

with Paul Niven, who accompanied the V. P. on his Russian tour 
as the CBS man, only interjecting at the conclusion to elicit his 


summations. 


For that matter even the camera coverage (or at least in the 
editing process) came off better on the CBS program. There seemed 
# finer appreciation for the dramatic values; as though the CBS 


camera crew had its eyes and lens opened wider. 


Rose. 


|modern dance 


} tion values. 


, CONSULT DR. BROTHERS 
| With Dr. Joyce Brothers 
Producer-Director: Pat Farrar 
15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 1 a.m. 
WRCA-TV, New York 

In order to follow Jack Paar, as 
Dr. Joyce Brothers does, calls for 
some nifty verbalistic necromancy. 
Since a good hunk of the Paar 
show frequently wallows in double 
and triple entendre, some of it is 
apt to cling to raffishly-minded 
viewers who might be inclined to 
stay on and catch the demure- 
faced and serious-minded psycho- 
logist Dr. Brothers who certainly 
knows the difference between a 
Rorschach and screen test. 


“Consult Dr. Brothers” is in ad- 
dition to her across-the-board af- 
ternoon show which concerns it- 
self with less intimate domestic 
vexations. 

The impure in mind will un- 
deniably snicker during the “Con- 
sult Dr. Brothers” program but 


guys and dolls with perplexing be- 
havior problems should find con- 
siderable guidance and solace in 
these 15-minute compressed lay 
analysis wrapups of what makes 
human beings act the way they do. 
Language employed on “Consult 
Dr. Brothers” is antiseptic and 
honest and only a pecksniff would 
object to the subject matter dis- 
cussed by Dr. Brothers. Opening 
show (10) saw her examining three 
communiques: one dealing with a 
husband who’s been buying girlie 
magazines; a plaint from a wife who 
wants to be pampered by her hus- 
band, and lastly, a note from a 
frau whose husband is having an 
affair with a girl in his office. 
The psychologist came up with 
what appeared to be realistic an- 
swers to these domestic problems. 
“Consult Dr. Brothers” adds up to 
a worthy after-midnight program 
service. It is indeed a decent pro- 
gram at an indecent hour. Rans. 


PARADE 

With Gene Nelson, Bert Niosi's 
Orch, Gordon Kushner's choral 
group, dancers 

Producer: Nerman Sedawie 

Writer: Frank James 

36 Mins., Thurs., 8 p.m. 

SUNBEAM, COCA-COLA 

CBC-TV, from Toronto 





4 (McConnell- Eastman; 1 
McCann-Erickson 
With “Parade” the _ costliest 


revue to be presented this summer 
as a replacement by the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. and geiting the 
full treatment of a 48-s:ation CBC 
network within a 12-week segment, 
Norman Sedawie has the immedi- 


ate opportunity of being in the 
right place at the right time; i.e. 
his suggestion to the CBC of a 


| parade of unrelated personalities 
|} and ideas that do not follow a for- 
mat 

It is Sedawie’s belief that every- 
thing has been tried on tv and it is 
his conviction that “Parade” should 
deal—separately—with such vari- 
ety formulas as comedy, the dance, 
classical music, jazz, etc. He has 
been given the greenlight by the 
CBC for his expounded ideas and 
already has been flooded with 
coast-to-coast fan-mail for this 
newness of thought, plus instant 
New York offers, particularly from 
Sammy Davis Jr., to stage upcom- 
ing spectaculars. Backed by the 
present big sponsors, “Parade” has 
all the chances of running into the 
next Fall season without a break. 

For this “Parade” segment, deal- 
ing with the history of the dance 
from Broadway to Hollywood musi- 
cals, Sedawie had the narration 
and agile hoofing of Gene Nelson, 
who also did the staging. Nelson, 
in a swift rundown of early “Zieg- 
feld Follies” styles to moderns 
with cut-in backgrounds of the 
| stars in action—was on for two 
dance numbers, his film chore in 
|“Oklahoma” to “Surrey,” and his 
| sewer, crap-shooting solo to “Luck, 
| be a Lady Tonight” from “Guys 
|and Dolls.” Nelson sang both num- 
bers well but his dancing was the 
standout with its leaps, pirouettes 
and straight musical comedy 
eccentrics. Between was Ruth Price 
in her hot “Steam Heat” in top hat 
and tails from “Pajama Game.” 
Another fine eccentric in outland- 
ish costumes was done by Don Gil- 
lies and Connie Campbell; and 
then Gene Nelson featured in his 
‘Guys and Dolls” dance 

The seven-minute finale produc- 
tion number, with its cast of 28, 
was Gershwin'’s “An American in 
Paris,” complete with a Left Bank 
street scene backed by the inevit- 
able Eiffel Tower; but all carried 
off with verve and splendid solo 
and trio stepouts, plus the cast for 
company roundup at the finish. 
Sedawie has the advantage of a 30- 
piece orchestra and an eight-voice 
choral group (off-camera), but his 
20 dancers assembled by himself 
in Toronto was a tribute to “Par- 
ade,” plus his starring of Gene 
Nelson in this brief 30 mins. of 
It was a bright 
enhanced Sedawie’s 


Stanza _ that 


| reputation for imaginative produc- 
McStay. 
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The station at the 
heart of the British 
Independent Network 
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Buying and Reselling of TV Time 


New Source of Supermarket Income 


—(n Other Adv. Agency Fronts 


The supermarket chains, who|Spot Sales, N. Y., named general 
have become the nation’s most suc- | manager for Los Angeles of Tele- 
cessful hawkers of everything | vision Advertising Representa- 
from soup to stereo platters, have | tives. 
powered their way into the selling Music Makers, Inc., N. Y., jingle 
of television time. |firm, names Ray Eaton associate 

fhe stores, both chains and in- | creative director of jingles He 
dependent groups, are buying | was the commercial copywrite1 
close to $20,000.00 a year in spot charge of creative music for broad 
and local tv. A substantial slice | cast at Young & Rubicam 
of the total is repeddled to oblig-| New Digs: John Blair & Co 
ime food manufacturers for four | this week moves to the Corning 
and five times the station price. | Glass bldg., 717 Fifth Ave, N. Y. 
And it’s probably the easiest sell ee 
in the history of media, because Chi - 
even the faint thought of es Agencies 
highly competitive facings (shelf | Chicago. Aug. 11 
nositions) for his products, gives| (Ch{ office of Young & Rubicam 
the manufacturer and his agency | bagged the Candy Gram Inc. a 
promoters the flips. A single line | count, formerly handled by Reach 
of package goods in any category | McClinton & Pershal Size of 
is the most expendable thing in| budget for the next ; sn’t 
today’s consumer marketplace. been determined 

The supermarket buys can range | Lawrence O. Holmber esigned 
from syndicated shows in several | as veepee and manager of the Ch 
markets to daytime minutes. | office of Compton Advertising and 


has hung out a consultant’s shingle 


Brought down to simple terms, and . 
Dean Landis takes 


about the smallest buy, here’s | in the Loop. E 
how it works over. — 
The chain or indie group's re-! Pe Mgt ry = Wal Tpke 
gional HQ buys a station's time noms . oe ei 
bulk rate, saya 12-plan (12 one- Burnett as v.p. and associate cop 
er pete ier : director. He was with JW 16 
minute spots) at $18 a minute name. Sessien flee best of nd 
: } : : pars, le st of veep an 
Each minute is then sliced into |?*°"> “ pr 
Copy Group Head 


two 20-second spots and an ID (10 
seconds) and resold to willing, but 
not necessarily happy, food manu- 
facturers at the fullblown one- 
time rate—$30 for the 20’s and 
$18 for the 10. Thus the return 
is $78 for $18 worth of time. Mul- 


David H. Echols named v.p. and 
manager of the Chi office of 
| & Smith & Ross 


London Agencies 





tiplied by 13-week skeds and.| Erwin Wasey Ruthrauff & Ryan 
many stations, it makes a tidy |tackles a major combined cam 
shake. It's said that one co-op, a| paign, starting Sept. 28, initi d 
goods distribution point for sev-| by The Bacon Information Council 
eral stores, winds up the year with | Scheme also involves advertisers 
a larger profit in the teletime col-| of food products that match up 
umn than anywhere else with bacon, such as bread, sauce 
Station men can turn the head | 4nd tea. Big factor will be 90-sec- 
with ease, because, aside from the | 0nd tv eee ee SPOSS, “SaeOneU 
profit of the sale, the spots are |‘? g- eben are at peak times 
run-of-station and can plug the | 9 alternate Monda “ae 
ips anywhere in the schedule. | _ Having se Pt ee Bcd 
The supermen couldn't care less | €xe¢s to a rerem Londo pi a 
where or when they run of two admags by using a mobile 
Ampex unit, Tyne Tes Television 
There are chains, however, that is planning a repeat performar 
resell the time at a break-even |_ President of the Incorporated 
point and are satisfied with the} aqvyertising Managers’ Assn. fot 
identification the stores get 1959-60 is Frank Edward dd 
The free, or nearly free, ride for | reetor of Ingersoll Ltd AMA 
stores is an old media story. In tv | holds a symposium erti 
dealing, the stores are borrowing | ing on Sept. 30, wit Associatec 
to some extent on their long estab- | TeleVision’s sales director, Patrick 
shed setups with newspapers. For | Henry, answering questions 
vears local print media _ has —— 
arged national advertisers the | 
high national rate for the com- Philly Agencies 
pany logo in a local store’s double- | Philadelph * a9 
truck ad. At the end of the year,| popert J. Bach, pat Net. A ” 
the store owner gets a rebate, usu-|_ w Ayer, named sinte of the 
iv a credit, on the difference be- | 5 Blade with duties as mai . ng 
tween the national rate charged art director race Te E Coiner 
food companies and the local rate formerly v.p. in charge of the dept 
charged stores since 1936, becomes exe art di- 
At any rate, add to the super- | rector. 
market annual gross of $46,000,- Robert N. D. Arndt. exe 
000.000, a nice little net from tv.|of Arndt, Preston, Chat 
Lost & Found: Chesebrough-'& Keen, has recently 
Ponds Vaseline hair tonic, for the | from a U. S. Trade Missi: 
last few weeks adrift from Mc- | Jand. 
Cann-Erickson, to Norman, Craig Joseph E. Radbill, former edito: 
& Kummel. Prexy Norman B.!| of the Tennessee and Utah-Idaho 
Norman says at least 50° of the | editions of TV Guide, now account 
budget will go to broadcast ... AS! exec with Ball Associates 
regards another major floating ac- Whitman Chocolates. throug! 
count, Lipton tea from Young & Nw Ww. Aver & Son has bought half- 
Rubicam, Lipton ad chief William | sponsorship of the post-season Lib- 
Smith says, “the wheels of the | erty Bowl telecast, from the Mu- 
gods grind slowly,” and it will | nipical Stadium, Dec. 19 
probably be several weeks before Mira Berman, of the Lavens 
1 new agency is named Agency, one of the 10 national win- 
Assignment UK: Benton & ners of the annual awards left by 


sowles veep and plans board mem- 
ber Townsend Griffin, goes to Lon- 
don as resident director of Lambe 
& Robinson-Benton & Bowles next 


Lucille Sturdevant, 
licity woman. 


pioneer 


month. He succeeds George Beau- ABC’ S Sead Dept. In 

mont, veepee, who moves to the 

Dorland Agency of Paris and Brus- | § li D Middl 

se's. B&B affils, where he will | pit own | e 

work with management in a mar-| ABC-PT is splitting its broad 

keting capacity Griffin joined cast legal department to provide 

B&B in '48 as a copywriter separate setups for the tv and ra 
Veep Stripes: Benton & Bowles dio networks. 

elects Leo Higdon, Bernard Lubar Mortimer Weinbach, ABC veepee 

and John Jackson vice presidents. and general counsel, continues in 

Higdon and Lubar joined the | his capacity as ABC’s senior coun 

avency in February of this year. | sel in addition to duties as assist 

Jackson was with B&B from ’39 to. ant secretary for ABC-PT 

*48 and rejoined in ‘55. Ali are in Omar Elder Jr., formerly assist 

the copy department ant general counse has beer 
Solita Arbib, associate creative named general counsel for the ty 

director of McCann-Erickson, is network 

named a veenee. She joined the Charles DeBare of the broad- 

agency in 1953. cast legal department becomes 
Switches: J. Richardson Loughrin, | general counsel of th e radio web 

formerly a sr. salesman for CBS-TV , and the o&o radio and ty stations 


24-Sheet: Agency Style 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 


On its 24th anni last Wed- 
nesday (5), the Leo Burnett 
agency bonused the 830 em- 
ployees of its five offices with 
24 silver dollars each. The 
money was enclosed in leather 
purses of apple shape, simu- 


lating the company’s w.k. sym- 
bol since its inception in 1935. 

Burnett has maintained a 
tradition of keeping bowls of 
apples on the reception desks 
of his offices, giving away an 
average of 110,000 a year to 
Visit 


I 
ors 





Rank TV Buy-In 
Up for Approval 


London, Aug. 11. 
The deal by which the Rank Or- 
ganization and Associated News- 
pers have increased their hold- 
s in Southern Television Ltd. 
comes up for approval by the Inde- 
pendent Television Authority on 
Sept. 1. The matter’s a formality 
unless, and it doesn't seem likel; 
the remainder of the Amalgamated 
Press stake in Southern TV which 


remains to be sold fetches a price 
under the $126 per $2.80 share paid 


| #44 eooe 


by 


by Rank and Associated Newspa- 
pers, in which case the terms of 
sale to these two concerns will! 
e to be revised accordingly, 
Rank and Associated Newspapers 
as existing partners in Southern 
ry 1ad first chance to buy the 
holding of the third equal partner 
Amalgamated Press, when that out- 
fit was taken over by Daily Mirror 
Newspapers Ltd. and had to quit 
because, under the Television Act 
of 1954, no one can invest in two 
commercial tv companies at the 
same time. Daily Mirror is one of 
r stakeholders in Associated 
I Vision, the web serving the 
Mid l weekdays and London 
weekends 
There was nothing in theory t 
prevent either Rank or Associated 
Newspapers buying the full 33 
Amalgamated Press holding, | 
t ecret that the price asked 
idered too high. Instea 
two partners have together 
ken a quarter of the 33 Stak 
that jointly they now own 75 
( $280,000 equity in Souther: 
> eral groups are known to be 
ted in the 25° balance of 
AP lare, worth $3,150 0 0 
e price of $126 per. An ¢ 
ble, now that the two ex - 
ng } ners have exercised t! 
pl prerogative. All the names 
yf se in the running will prob- 
be made known when the 
ITA meets on Sept. 1, but mean- 
1¢ the four principal! bidders are 
said to be Odhams Press Ltd., D. C 
Thomson Ltd., Portsmouth and 
Sunderland Newspapers, and W. H. 
Smith & Son 


MEX COMIC SIGNS 
FOR TEXAS TV SHOW 


Mexico City, Aug. 11 
Comic Jose Angel Espinosa (Fer- 


rusquilla), whose background also 


includes stints as a composer, sing 
er, impersonator, treasurer of the 
National Association of Actors, and 
even a poet, has signed for a series 
of programs over San Antonio’s 
outlet KENS-TV 

He will interpret the role of the 


Indian “Chimino,” a character he 
made popular over Mexican ra- 
and television. 

writer of the currently 


has 


dio 


Espinosa 


popular ditty “Place the Blame On 
Me,” says he has right to okay his 
own scripts for program. Apart 
from appearances in San Antonio, 


Espinosa may go on a tour of prin- 
cities 

Comie began here more than 20 
years ago as a day laborer and por- 
ter at XEW in this city. 


cipal 





WB: Futile “a 


Hollywood, Aug 11 


Clatter of typewriters at 
Warners studio is coming fro 
tv writers building, where 70 
scribes are working on 150 
teleplays 

Over on the feature picture 
side only five scriveners are 
working on as many theatrical 
filn Tv output is double 


it it was last year this time. 


PHOteoeoe 





TV-Radio Production Centres 


Sh a i nt ti ttn tt nt i 


IN NEW YORK CITY 

Milburn McCarty on two-week trip to Coast to look over several 
new teleshows his p.r. firm will handle next season ., . New members 
of WNEW News and Special Events staff are Stanley Willis, formerly 


of N.Y. Daily News, and Frank “Chip” Cinella, formerly news director 
of WHLI, Hempstead NBC Press scribe Harvey V. Fondiller and 
frau vacationing for two weeks in Haiti and Jamaica ... Fred Rob- 


Hollywood” program over MBS this 
Debbie Reynolds, Alfred Hitchcock, 
Edward Binns back from Hol- 

lvwood to resume filming “Brenner” even though series will be dropped 
CBS in October. New films will be stockpiled for future time slot 
Suzanne Storrs to Coast after finishing with “Naked City” here 

Trude Adams, last on the Ed Sullivan Show, turning down tv 

. Jeanne Baird, 


bins’ guests on his “Assignment 


week include Anthony Franciosa, 
Sophia Loren and Vincente Minnelli 


as- 


signments until after the baby arrives next month. . 
who left “Pantomime Quiz” to play lead role in “Say Darling” at Co- 
hasset, Mass., returning to tv quizzer for another week starting Mon- 
day (17)... William R. McAndrew, veep of NBC News, back at his desk 
ifter motor trip holiday. Ditto Syd Eiges, NBC veep in charge of press, 
after sojourn in Maine 

Betty Ann Grove set for repeat week on “Today,” NBC-TY, Starting 
Aug. 17 Art Van Horn, ABC Radio commentator, emceeeing the 
Keno” show for N.Y. Journal-American ... WRCA Radio station mane 
ger Art Hamilton off for three-week vacation to Lake Magunticook, 
Maine WRCA-TV on-air-promotion writer Gordon Hyatt back to 
work after fishing trip to Ontario’s Muskoka region Harry Sos- 
nik’s fall tv projects include “NBC Closed Circuit,” Sept. 2; NBC 
America Pauses’’ Coca-Cola, Sept. 18 and NBC “Wonderful World 
of Entertainment,” Ford, Oct. 6 

James Aubrey Jr., CBS-TV executive vice president, figures to take 


as much time as needed (up to two more weeks to find a lead for “Mr. 
Lucky,”’ the Saturday half-hour to replace “Brenner” in the fall . . 

John M. Brigham joins WCBS-TV sales staff Joseph A. Brandt, 
formerly NTA controller and financial veepee, opening an investment 
consultancy in N.Y Bill Redfield cast as beatnik on “Romance of 
Helen Trent . Dwight Weist vacationing at Block Island WCBS 
Radio director John Chanin and wife expecting their first child by mid- 
September . Martha Wright back to work at WCBS Radio after fort- 


night's respite Philip Frank and Philip Donoghue join MPO Tele- 
vision Films as production coordinators Martha Greenheufe into 
NBC Radio’s “True Story” Friday (14 

Lester Cooper, writer for CBS-TV's “Eve on New York,” and family 
vacationing on Monhegan Island off coast of Maine Bing Crosby 
guests on NBC-TV’s “Perry Como Show” Sept. 30 Hermione Gin- 
gold signed for Art Carney’s first NBC-TV special of fall season, Oct. 
2... Clif? Arquette’s book, “Charley Weaver's Letters from Mama” 
has gone into its 10th printing Greer Garson appearing in an up- 
yming episode of 3C-TV's ne entry, “Staccato 

Jack Kuney, CBS-TV’'s “Look Up and Live” producer, to Coast on 
biz NBC pubaffairs producer George Norford lectured last week 
at the final mass communications workshop at the U. of Pa CBS 
doorman Mike Denovan back at his Madison Ave. post after a long ill- 
ness David Yarnell! is taking er as publicity director of WCBS 
Radio: the former WNEW-TYV flack and program chief moves into the 
pot recently vacated by Milton Rich o went with producers Aaron 
& Zoussmer . Jack Sterling b ke a rib last week and hence is be- 

eplaced on his WCBS-Radio strip temporarily by Lee Jordan 

ootae Edwards and wife taking def d European vacation this month, 
with Walter Cronkite and Ron Cocaran sitting in on his nightly CBS- 
rV newscast 
[IN HOLLYWOOD ... 

Wayne Thomas down from Frisco to staff up as KHJ-TV announcer 


KNX Radio to CBS- 
f KLAC . Rob- 
joined Ogilvy, Ben- 


vitched from busine affairs at 
Sam Benson : news ed o 
ite of Foote, Cone & Belding 


Anne Nelson 
'V at Television City 
ert Kleinmann Jr., ! 


ow 


& Mather as agency produc Knox Manning, onetime ace 
CBS newscaster in Hollywood, n heading up coast office of Tex Me- 
Crary’s p.r. outfit. Kicks it off with the Century City business develop- 
ment on the 20th-Fox lot Bill Harmon, who was Jimmy Durante’s 
tv producer, will call the shots on the Betty Hutton show, which has 


gone through a perilous period Howard Blake gave up the pro- 


ducership of “Queen For a Day” for a creative job with Ralph Ed- 
wards’ new night time entry, “It Could Be You.” Dave Crandell 
moved to Hollywood by N. W. Ayer to coordinate agency activity on 


the Steve Allen show. Phil Cohan continues as program advisor 
Paul Henreid and Robert Weede, who pour Gallo wine in 45 states, 
each stands to pocXet $50,000 for the filmed minute commercia's after 
all the residuals have been paid off 


IN CHICAGO 


“Eulogy For Three Non-Adjusted Men,” one installment from Studs 
Terkel’s “Wax Museum” on WFMT, has been picked to represent the 
U.S. for the Prix Italia in the category of radio documentary. It’s the 
second accolade in three months for Terkel’s show, the previous one 
being the Ohio State award. Show’s sponsor, People’s Gas, recently 
renewed WBBM-TV sales manager Frank Atlass planed to Paris 
for the weekend to assist on the special film of the fall fashion house 
openings Local NBC shop held its annual company outing at 
Brown's Lake yesterday (Tues . Jesse Owens, Joe Boland and Bob 
Rhodes to do commentary for the Pan Am Games on WBKB.. WGN 
program director Bruce Dennis in Honolulu with new spouse on delayed 
honeymoon . .. WBBM’'s Paul Gibson leaves Friday (14) for Bermuda 
and Spain with camera and tape recorder ... WCFL’s pilot deejay Dan 
Sorkin back from his round-the-world flight WLS improving its 
signal with a new 50 kw transmitter Nothing set yet, but WNBQ 
is negotiating for a live rassling show to be slotted Saturdays at mid- 
night opposite WBBM-TV’s “At Random” . Eddie Hubbard spelling 
Wally Phillips, during the latter’s two-week vacation, on “Midnight 
Ticker”. Charles W. Stroud joined WMAQ-WNBQ ad-promo staff, 
replacing William Smutzer who left to join a station reppery ... Jim 
Hurlbut taking over helmship of WNBQ’s “City Desk” vice Bill Ray, 
who left town to operate his own station in Ames, Ia. 


IN LONDON 


ABC-TV rests its “Armehair Theatre” skein of Sunday night plays 
for three weeks, presenting hour-long pix in the slot starting Sunday 
16 BBC-TV plans to show film of British artists attending the 
Moscow Film Festival in its “Words and Music” program Aug. 13 
Granada-TV had to put out a “stop, please” notice after getting over 
12,000 viewer requests in two days to appear on its “Concentration” 
quiz show TWW, network covering South Wales and the West of 
England, takes delivery this month of a mobile Ampex Michael 
Medwin quits Granada-TV’s “The Army Game” lineup of actors this 
fall to do a Moss’ Empires live tour instead, starting Oct. 19... BBC- 
rV planning to bring back its “Picture Parade” series of pregrams on 
movies and movie people at the end of September . .. James Bould, 

(Continued on page 54) 
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THOSE VIEWERS IN YOUR MARKET WHO 
MISS RALPH MEEKER IN THE FIRST 
EPISODE OF “NOT FOR HIRE” WILL 
BE SORRY. THOSE WHO MISS HIM IN 
ANY OTHER EPISODE WILL BE FEW. 
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STEUBENYV ILLE-W HEELING STATIONS: WIRF, WSTV, KDKA, WTHE. SURVEY DATES: MAY 18-24, 1959. 
e L L ; 
ss TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AY. | am TOP SYNDICATED PROGRAMS AV. AV. ‘TOP COMPETITION —_ AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG. RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG SH. PROGRAM STA. R&TG. 
. —s iT ——E SE —————S — ees - ees eee — a : 

1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)......... WSTV 35.5 || 1. U.S. Marshal (Wed. 10:30).......... WTRF NTA 22.4 444 | na Night Fights.... — 2 
2. P x (Mon. 9:00-9:30)......... | Three Stooges ........ 

3 md oo — My cen tine ogee 2. Gee Mant (Sum: 20:30). ....0ccceses WIR .... Ziv 21.1 7.1| What’s My Line......0¢. WSTV 26.1 

+ RE Seve Sarees Saat eee «2 s6e TRF  31.5)| $' Medic (Mon. 10:30).............+.-. WTRF... Victory 18.7 338) Desilu Playhouse ....... WSTV 235 
4. Alcoa Theatre (Mon. 9:30-10:00) ......WTRF  31.1|| 4, MacKenzie’s Raiders (Sat. 10:30).....WSTV.... Ziv 185  362/D.A.'s Man .............WTRF * 213 
5. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10)..WSTV 30.7 || 5. Silent Service (Tues. 10:30).......... WTRF.... CNP 17.4 35.6| Garry Moore ......... ..- WSTV 22.4 
6. Loretta Young (Sun. 10:00-10:30) .. WTRF 30.2 || 6. Cannonball ‘Thurs. 8:00)............ 6 ree 13.5 40.3 | Lawless Years ....-.ee0- WTRF 85 
7. Tales of Wells Farge (Mon. 8:30-9:00) WTRF 29.2|| 7. Life of Riley ‘Mon.-Fri. 5:30)........ WTRF . NBC 12.5 eR dp eg 2. rr KDKA 44 
8 Bat Masterson (Wed. 9:30-10:00) WTRF 29.1 8. Whirlybirds (Tues. 7:30)............- WST\ .. CBS 11.7 34.3 | Donna Reed ............ WTRF 14.8 
9. Arthur Murray Party (Mon. 10-10:30) WTRF 28.5 || 9. Huckleberry Hound (Tues. 6:00).....WTRF . Screen Gems 11.5 42.3; Three Stooges: Clown...WSTV 7.0 
9. Restless Gun (Mon. 8:00-8:30) WTRF 28.5 ||10. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 6:30 WTRF . UAA 11.4 50.9 {| Time Out for Sports... 
10. You Bet Your Life (Thurs. 10-10:30)..WTRF 28.3 ) News ; . WST¥ 6.5 








WICHITA FALLS STATIONS: KFDX, KSYD. SURVEY DATES: JUNE aman. 





| 








Ann Sothern 














1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30). ......... KSYD _52.9|) 1. U.S. Marshal (Mon. 8:30)....... ws+eeKFDX.... NTA 37.0  62.7| sige 22.0 
2. The Rifleman (Mon. 9:30-10:00) ... KFDX 49.0 || 2. Mike Hammer (Wed. 9:30)........... KFDX.....MCA 36.2 73.6| Alfred Hitchcock ....... KS 13.0 
' row an ae ED AMER, TRIED an o.0°s > cae wecenns KFDX....-CNP 34.8 65.5 | Markham writ ee KSYD 18.3 
S. Bees Cae, ee ee Gt. 90-6). EES = iS) 5. anes Gane a. 330)........ .KSYD.....Ziv i ee teserne KFDX 179 
4. Wagon Train (Wed. 6:30-7:30).......KFDX 47.3) 4, Sea Hunt (Wed. 9:00)........ oreesne KSYD.....Ziv 25.3 41.8 This Is Your Life....... KFDX 358 
5. Cheyenne (Tues. 8:30-9:30) ........ KFDX 40.6 || 5. Three Stooges (M-T 5:30)............ KSYD.....Screen Gems 24.1 74.6 | Popeye: News .......... KFDX 13.1 
6. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 9:30-10:00)....... KFDX 38.9 || 6. Whirlybirds (Fri. 9:30)........... esse... LBS 23.0 Bees “ee”. GE icicaccdsoe KFDX 29.2 
7. Peter Gunn (Mon. 8:00-8:30) eee 37.4|| 7. Bold Venture (Sat. 9:30)............ KSYD.....Ziv 22.8 rete TER osidecacecss KFDX 25.3 
8. 77 Sunset Strip (Sat. 10:00-11:00).....KFDX 37.1 || 8. Death Valley Days (Tues. 6:30)...... KSYD.....U.S. Borax 22.2 DES, ....<cesseestacn KFDX 17.1 
9. Ernie Ford (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) ae 35.8 || 9. Rey Rogers (Fri. 5:30)............... KSYD.....Roy Rogers 19.7 77.9 Popeye: News .......... KFDX 5.7 
10. Bat Masterson (Wed. 8:30-9:00) .....KFDX 35.6 ''10. State Trooper (Sat. 8:00)............ KSYD MCA 19.5 41.8) Black Saddle ....,...... KFDX 27.2 
ry 

TULSA STATIONS: KVOO, KOTV, KTUL. SURVEY DATES: JUNE i-7, 1959. 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) ......... KOTV 48.9 || 1. State Trooper oe ro he KV¥OO.... MCA 37.2 60.1] Ann Sothern ........... KOTV 16.5 
' -()0) mu oa\| 2. New York Confidential (Sat ..<. BOrVv.... BTC 28.1 ab a OO a KVOO 19.0 

2. Summer On Ice (Mon. 9:00-10:00)....KVOO = 42.3 || 3" Highway Patrol (Thurs. 10:00)...... KOTV.... Ziv 221 45.8|{ News; Weather ....... 
3. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9).. KOTV 37.2 || )} MGM Theatre ........ KTUL 17.1 
3. Wagon Train (Wed. 6:30-7:30)....... KVOO 7.2|| 4. Bold Venture Fri. 9:30)............ KTUL.. Ziv 20.6 tie a rey KVOO 18.2 
4. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30-9:00)........ KOTV 35.8 || 5. MacKenzie’s Raiders (Fri. 7:30)......KOTV.....Ziv 17.5 45.3 Walt Disney Presents....KTUL 13.7 
5. Peter Gunn (Mon. 8:00-8:30) KVOO 35.1 || 6. Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 6:00)....KTUL.....Screen Gems 17.1 53.3 | Wea.; Sports; News.....KVOO 78 
; es oa 2 See cots “* || 7. Death Valley Days (Sat. 10:30)....... KOTV.....U.S. Borax 16.7 4546 | MGM Theatre .......... KTUL 10.8 
6. The Rifleman (Tues. 8:00-8:30)...... KTUL 33.6 || 8. Mike Hammer (Tues. 9:30)........... KTUL.....MCA 16.0 20.6| Garry Moore ........... KOTV 33.8 
7. Garry Moore (Tues. 9:00-10:00)...... KOTV. 32.9 ] 9. Flight (Wed. 9:30 errr peer To eee eg 14.3 28.9; U.S. Steel Hour......... KOTV 28.6 
8. Zane Grey Theatre (Thurs. 8:00-8:30) KOTV 325 | 9. Superman (Mon 6:00)... . .cccccsess KTUL.... Flamingo 14.3 43.2 | Wea.; Sports; News...... KVOO 9.5 
9. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri, 8:30-9:30)....... KTUL 31.2 |\10- Special Agent 7 (Mon. 10:00)......... KOTY - MCA 13.9 — a © es See re 16.7 
10. What's My Line (Sun. 9:30-10:00).....KOTV 303 |) MGM Theatre ........KTUL 167 
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Saar ans’ -... °T. V. gets impor- 
$ Oed —— * tant push via FRAN LEE’S 


N 
ost gra Savvy—Top viewing. A strong male contin- 





f j . . . bd hd 
Wwe Ory Sine O85 gay. “Sper tte gent will insist the gals in the family make 


SHOWS; paises ie8 ate. her session a must.’”’ 








a o -@ 10 
armed ah nave woo 





'RACONTEUSE UNIQUE 
E = till == = 2S 





TV’S MRS. FIXIT—15 YEARS 





A female Harry Golden and Alexander King, ad libber unique, no 
hoked up script for this earthy, off beat dynamo. Married 30 years 
to one man, mother of two grown sons, veteran of 200 T.V. movies 
and dramatic shows, a depression bride (now Mink clad) she has 
never lost her touch with the people. Sympathetic, gay and highly 
informative, she fills her audience with enthusiasm. Fran cuts 
up old sweaters, fur coats and a husband or two and makes them 
into useful items, glamorizing in a practical and witty manner. Her 
motto, ‘Don't Close The Door On Yourself,” has encouraged thousands 
to greater fulfillment. 


FRAN IS THE — 
“Would-you-believe-it ... 1 have a cold” — LADY 


FLEE MANAGEMENT — SPRING 71-3065 
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Movies is attracting 

bigger audiences than ever, 
MOviIE-5's June rating, Gee 
far example, was higher then os 
ail coxnpeting feature filins : 
combined. And for the entire 
second quarter, Movik-S 
averaged a 76.4% greater 
audiencé than the next highest — 
rated feature film in Chicago. 


Prospects for Fall are even. 
more glowing, for MOVIE:5 

has already set an outstanding — 
schedule of first-run features. — 
If you want to kindle new 
enthusiasm for your product 

in Chicago, MOViIE-5 is 

one prime place te start. 


seNEO 


Channel! 5 in Chicago 


NBC Owned 
Sold by NBC Spot Sales 
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WGN-TV 


Monday through 
jram of music, 


participation 


Oi atver-texoy~ 
liveliest 
station! 


WGN-TV originates more live local television pro- 
gramming than all other Chicago stations combined. 


Live programs are 


audience-building programs. 


They interest more viewers, insure viewer loyalty, 
and create the quality audiences that pay off at 
the cash register for you asa WGN-TV advertiser. 


Live programming is just one of the many rea- 
sons why our “Serving all Chicagoland” programs 
bring the best in TV to Chicago audiences. 





Daily —8:30 to 9:00 A.M. 


Daily—5:00 to 5:45 P.M. 





spot events. 


(6 WGN- TV CHANNEL 9 


441 North Michigan Avenue * Chicago 11, IUinois 





Typical live telecasts on WGN-TV include: 
Midnight Ticker—comparable to any network va- 
riety show. Fridays—11:45 P.M. to 1:15 A.M. 
Paul Fogarty—Chicago’s only exercise program. 


Garfield Goose—Chicago’s favorite puppet show. 
Polka Party—Orchestra, dancing, studio audience. 


Saturdays—7:00 to 7:30 P.M. 
Plus many special telecasts, newscasts and on-the- 


’ ’ @ ‘ . rid 9 5 
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= —E——E——EeE—eeEeEee Aussie Help Wanted Ad | Real Gone | J 
. ; Hollywood, Aug. 11. | 
Writer-Producer Ascendancy sent tesdvina| 206k Merion cating aise. | 
The Aussie firm of Goodwins tor for the CBS-TV “Lineup” | 
. r th : ineuy | a 
a Continued from page 31 5 ——— Ltd. is taking ad space in British series has discovered that 
— wee vewspapers offering jobs to 100 those S Francisco beatniks | y 
s Don McGuire is producing write ‘em all, and as a result he’s television servicemen under 40 aan: Kes gone, but literally. 
sey”’ his own and Jackie got lots of troubles for a few she men are yO fol . Setaidhe He g a note from Mara 
ce ‘ . > 5 ie to open in risbdDane, AG@la : ~~“ 4 nial . 
pack pat and Spelling is months before he either gets and Pe Gilbert of the Bay Area Cast- Jas ooseve t 
wong he wants or settles for what he can ing Agen to the effect that ® 
the “veteran” writer- ee el the agency had been unable to ° 
there are Edwards and 8¢t-—or stays up nights rewriting send out paychecks to several Washington, Aug. 1) 
Rolfe, in his second “Have to his own satisfaction Tees extras who had appeared in a Rep. James Roosevelt (D-Calif.) 
ear; John Robinson, going Others take the viewpoint that OC ll beatnik segment of “Léneup’ has introduced a bill which would 
second year with “Wanted the producer-writer is nothing filmed there Reason was that require the country of origin be 
or Alive’: Antony Ellis, -e than a glorified “staff writer e as true beatniks, they had no labeled in all motion pictures, tele- 
with “Black Saddle”; Joe vont: ~ editor who's ~wertii ured addresses or phone numbe vision films, sound tracks or sound 
; and Bill Mosher, on their — Pe a show by the salary and eV on I S - recordings made outside the U. S., 
” = C ‘ Salat au 
t Leave It To Beaver” year; “oducer tag. What . . - 9 if they are intended for “public ex- 
“.° restige of the producer tag i - ‘ : ~’ 
I é Freeman, is repeating on sae aa actual case, the severely Format of Revlon’s 15 hour-and- TV Kitchen s 500th hibition 
elor Father"; and Frank La- increasing need for good solid a-half Thursday night productions Philadelphia, Aug. 11 Customs Bureau would enforce 
te who's preduced before scripting approaches has raised the over CBS-TY starting Oct. 8 are 4 nationwide tv milestone has jt under terms of the bill. It is 
but is a ryt tv scripter to a new and importan haping up with Rock Hudson been clocked here with the 500th written as an amendment to the 
kes over as producer o e snaping < .| 19% ari 
long “T *¥ ” stanza Status. signed as emcee of the preem continuously sponsored telecast of 1930 Tariff Act 
’ purlong “The Lineup” stanza are gne ’ : . an low maw eieedic Gute the ann 
for CBS-TV show and Gregr Garson hostess of Television Kitchen,” on WRCYV- = sev Ww <4 ‘! . ? 
OT : the second party on Oct. 22 ; Spe tainer in which a film is shipped 
a = ve Pores, KGTV Sold for 486 Ott " k ok d for the preem 7 ere must be labeled with country of 
producer has brought mixed reac- tners boOoKe ° Florence Hanford, home econo- origin to satisfy Customs 
' Laie an $i 5 : 1 Re arty” are Tallulah Bank- a 4 4 
eve. The beg ange = wae 5 yee - ¢ Reng Boas te Jr. and Mort Mist for the Philadeiphia Electric 2o0sevelt sees little chance the 
iy corps generaliy finds em dali- Je-Ben Co. of es Moles, iast ead, Sain pean t : , ae at : 1] iad . ania mae 
f to deal with, at least in the | week accepted an offer by State of Sahl Mort Green, director of Co., has been hostess of the utility- bi l can pass ~~ me ms A cdi 2 - 
f few months of their new sta-| Iowa to buy the facilities of |Revion’s TV-Radio Dept. said the sponsored cooking program since os geome meld bbe a aiaiee 
rr - : a ean @ identi er ey eR ings a e elc for Ss 
t \s Meadow himself admitted, | former tv station KGTV for $48,- ae rs would be integrated j; adopted its present format in W a ond Means Committee on it 
fhere isn’t a writer in tow who 900. Final approval of purchase is with the hosts in the action and | 4+ 1949 ake oat a 
doesn't think he can write rings | still subject to agreement on many dialog of the shows = ote Dea Rs eae 
around any other writer,” and details, officials said. Revion series production staff Dag acnege pare a age 
when this writer also becomes a State of Iowa plans to spend shapes up as follows: Goodman Atlanta—Liller, Neal, Battle & #! — ne — a ae SS 
producer, the ““I-can-do-it-better about $20,000 to remodel the sta- Ace, head writer; Perry Lafferty, Lindsey, Inc., Atlanta advertising pe Bin Bava cats ri. 
t king results in dissatisfaction tion, which includes a 500-foot producer> Norman Jewison, di- agenc has been appointed to ‘*"~" A tt tigation f 
with just about every script that | tower, and $10,000 to equip it for rector; Abe Burrows, staging di- handle radio and television adver- "4nce Commit a4 saves _ i oO 
comes in. use as the control station of Iowa rector and Gordon Jenkins, musi- tising for Rich's, Inc., South's Tunaw ee aes ee 
tu ¥ 5 i i cal director largest department store maae sou é 5 ‘ ‘ 
Naturally, the producer can't’ State Police Radio. F too busy to get to it until next 
year 
mn | 





Tintsports | 


—m Continued from page 23 ae 


5 ce events—basketball and 
boxing, to name two—which can- 
not be transmitted adequately 
vithout tremendous additional 
light for color But for sports 
hich are carried on indoors, such 


as these. the special color lighting, 


b adding so much heat to an 
arena, would deter the athletes 
and probably the audience as well. 

Nonetheless, NBC-TV, by map- 
ping its sked around outdoorsy 
events, figures it can multiply the 
old tintized sports lineup many 
mes over next season 

NBC-TYV points out that because 
the Chicago stadia don’t have 
roomy setups for the press and tv, 


he bulky color equipment most 
ikely cannot be used during parts 
of a World Series in the Windy 
City. Ditto Milwaukee. As for the 
San Francisco Giants. now in tem- 
porary playing quarters, its new 
stadium will be finished by mid- 
September and the new. layout, 


says NBC, is more than ample 





~_ __. | 


} ‘Four Just Men’ 


Continued from page 31 =e 


shortly, those counting toward the 
19 additional markets mentioned 
previously 

Tv Inc., the station film buying 
organization, bought the half-hour 
for stations in Charlotte, Phoenix 
and Nashville. General Electric ig 
definite to expose the show in Bir- 
mingham and Louisville, with 
other stations probably to be added. 

Kroeger Beer bought the pro- 
gram in St. Louis. And the First 
Federal Savings & Loan bought it 
for Miami. 

Additionally, ITC lined up seven 
definite station sales, in New Or- 
leans, Mobile, Peoria, Jacksonville, 
San Diego, Tampa and St. Peters- 
burg 

CBC-TV 
from 
season 


bought. six half-hours 
American distribs for next 

Five are on U.S. networks 
as well, and the sixth is “Just 
Men Sponsoring north-of-the- 
berder will be the Texas Co. of 
Canada 





Ouimet Returns 


Ottawa, Aug. 11. 
Alphonse Ouimet, president of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
is back-in his office after a five- 
month hiatus following a heart 
attack. Ouimet wa on the verge 


| of resuming his chores in April 


when sudden surgery sent him 
back to hospital. 

CBC's v.p., E. L. Bushnell, is off 
for a mpnth’s rest after a gruel- 
ling acting-president siege during 
which the corporation went 
through a siring of trying times. 
In his absence and Ouimet’s CBC 
was handled by a seven-man com- 
mittee. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 16, 1959° 





The day 
‘Gunsmoke’ 
got beat to 











the draw! 








Through the first three months of 1959, only two regularly- 
scheduled television shows were seen in as many as 16,850,000 
households per broadcast—the number reached by an average 
issue of Look Magazine. By the end of April only one TV show 
was outreaching LooK. “Gunsmoke.” 


Then, on the evening of May 16, the number of homes tuned to 
“Gunsmoke” fell to 16,240,000. Of the 12 “Gunsmoke” tele- 
casts since then, seven have been rated and reported. Their 
household reach averaged 15,009,000. 

From the middle of May to the middle of July (latest available 
ratings ), not a single regularly-scheduled TV program reached 


*And every Saturday since then for which ratings are available. 





as many households as an average issue of LOOK. 


Advertisers have long recognized the matchless power of a 
great national magazine to build a brand image . . . enhance 
product prestige . . . promote the believability essential to 
sales. Now, through a nationwide study by Audits & Surveys, 
Ine. (establishing Look’s average-issue household coverage at 
16,850,000) , comes additional proof of magazine impact. Proof 
that, for sheer size and constancy, the reach of one great 
magazine cannot be equalled by the fastest gun in all TV. 


a QO ( ) K THE EXCITING STORY OF PEOPLE 




















































































































































































= — _ * ne 7‘ - 
52 RADIO-TELEVISION VARIETY Wednesday, August 12, 1959 
, __. —— —_—_— : =| lin parts, but found it difficult to|= —_— 
find bell music for special events 
& . 
a on Parliament Hill, particularly Ratings - es 
é eVviSiOn eviews when NATO and the Colombo Plan 
Op were huddling there Continued from page 29 == 9 
Continued from page 43 Like any national capital, Ottawa — 
; 9 - n ha ylenty material for a stanza underwriting the clobbered OW 00S 
Uribe’s interpretation of the action | of 42 stations of the CBC coa - | like this which ought to collect a »w is a defeated man; will think 
is illuminating coast tein [he modera IS lot of watchers. Next show is a } , 
\ panel of distinguished persons | Charles Templetot t} egula eduled to probe the off-lobb before embracing one again Washington, Aug. 11 
devoted to the Corridas del Toros panelists Bill Walker » Can loit in the city’s major hotel But mostly it the “worship Production and sales of radio 
Roman Catholic priest-aficiana lo, eron, Elwy Yost; { iS ¢} Chateau Laurie! Go from within” on the part of the 4nd tv sets increased sharply dur- 
kev. Father Patrick McPolin; Span-| Royce Frith sponsor and the agency demand- ing first half of this year over the 
chairman for the Pan Am In this latest quiz, each of a trio ing top ratings and let the critic Same 1958 period, according to 
Gemes, Anthony Perez; U. of Illi- of challengers assun ler 0C 0 PY go hang. that continues to thwart Electronics Industries Assn 
, » ‘ > . . > ¢ e- ; ’ " 
nois Prof Jose Sanchez; a nt tity of a past or prese! person 9 any sincere effort to appraise pro- TV sales through June totaled 
- Bath 1 gy cepa d alitv, with a panelists h 1 ing graimming by any other yardstick 2,263,957 compared with 2,177,652 
. Cree, Bis —s < questions a re Chatiel rina . . n the rating Again NBC is he fir if 5 : 
mented Uribe'’s account between) attempt to guess the identity fully aware of perils attending the iar : 7 nn nal of 1958 Radio re- 
ann ‘ > and at Witte : Wy ully aware Of perils attending the tail sales were estimated at 3,158,- 
events, and fore and ait ule (The knowledgable cl ‘ngers as f ' ope ‘ 
their collective contribution was : tt Sa snalit ( costly and ambitious Ford-spon- 881, not counting auto sets, for the 
: llv rev sing »ducational a eae ere Tos sored Tuesday night series. Ford first half of this year, and 2.712.134 
whoily rewarding in an educationé vantes. Benedict Arnolk Vano , made no bone , t it ¢ will : : af ag 
‘nse, they made such a case for! jete the bullfighter, wl caught las Made n¢ meer s about it; it will for the same 1958 period 
worthiness of the telecast gil!’ Walker getting Benedict A or remain P countenance nothing but  block- eatin uk ts maiden 0 
pecially at the beginning) that! noid and Manolete, Anna Cameron busters, each week S rating to sur- 2.782,715 for the first six months 
they seemed to be apologists for guessing Cervantes correctly ' pass the previous. That's a toughie of this year from 2,167,930 last 
S ba remontle ntier $ 1 1Z ] r »’ n » 
the station se8. For theese Glewire whe ‘ust Fren antle International sold a in anyone’s book and if Hubbell| year. Radio production totaled 
; canada. Ghacunenitie te combat [ atino-dubbed version of frack-| Robinson as exec producer can 7.107.586 through June compared 
BIG RED SHOW difficult to follow and Templeton’s |®°“" ‘0 Mobiloil in Mexico. For bring it off he'll earn his “show- with 4,619,163 for the first half 
With Ernest Leiser, narrator question: “You know how we play | ™ ne-work stanza, handled man of the year” chevrons. But of 1958 
Producer: Leslie Midgley the game?” isn‘t much : but it U.S. by CBC Film yoes On even with an Ingrid Bergman, a Factory sales of both receiving 
Director: Bill Greif seems the challenger gets $50 fo e air over Mexico City’s XEW Charles Laughton a Alec Guin- and picture tubes also showed 
30 Mins., Sun. (9), 6 p.m. }each minute he continues to stt on Aug. 27 ness and an Ethel Merman, how marked gains during the first half 
CBS-TV, from New York ithe questioners—up to $150—the To boot, Fremantle last week do you deliver 39-in-a-row block- of 1959, according to the EIA 
Though the Russian words—) challenger then adding or sup-| Closed the first sales of American isters? Let a couple fall by the goures, 
meer ee droo’zhba — peace and | tracting $10 as he gives the correct le tv programs to Nigerian ty yside as the competing Red 
friendship ran through rhe Big lor incorrect background answer to} Sale, made by the Fremantle Lon- Skelton show on CBS grabs off the —— = 
Red Show Vienna Youth get the panelists’ questions Meant} don office, incluced 10 telefilm Nielsen honors, and NBC knows ™ 
on CBS Sunday (9) in a Speci that “Cervantes” got $ Ar package ill too well what's in store TV Comics 
news-program — replacing Con-| nold,” $220; “Manolete,” $110; but estern Nigeria tv in Ibadz By the » token CBS is at 
quest,” one saw considerable dis-|;t)o challengers have t! seria tv in 1bé iy the same toker is at- 
. ie Challengers have e | jought half-hour and hour versions tempting to do something evel == Continued from page | Goa 
cord between opposing ideologies jnowing the right ans s the f “H Ca: iy.” “Wond ‘gece pagse ye gp tels 
demotrac: and communism. | result of research. ce SR opa:on ECT Seger s lously ven ured—slot 12 full- making themselves scarce on the 
“Big Red Show” with CBS corre- e ae ol he Sea Animal Parade hour news-publie affairs shows iN wectinghouse series 
Guthro's production values are. «\ “ ” 4D VEStINENOUse Serie 
spondent Ernest Leiser narrating aittanced " th . 3 PM enact Se \lo Museum Jungle Big e evening time, with sponsor- The list of comedians who are 
was an “eenteresnee” pictorial ac- and ae sant k ‘ tn a' fight “I'm the Law,” “Bobo the ship support from Bell & Howell onfining their tv efforts to an oc- 
: = cca x r { ana e é SLIStS seer » kno Hobo : pan . “8 _ * : 9 ail 7 * the Col ning tn I I a 
punt of the Se venth World Youth their jobs: hence the CBC ate H a 1 Crusade _ in B. F. Go dric But if the casional special next season reads 
Festival recently held in Vienna tions that “Live a Borro I sine ngs are the final and absolute jie a who's who in show business 
Ul H rs al Orr’ i e . i e awnhos l V 5 
What qe ag documentary | will continue into next I yr serene rapt —o wr os Added to the '59-’60 list will be 
significant yes “ae a that seer ¥ > Columbia 20S ae iat wa Milton Berle and Phil Silvers (al- 
first time tha re colorful, dca sae ; g R d ? TV M b dream of upgrading the list to 2 nee S Ranecata te 
} hly-regimented spectacte had — ss a 10, em ers e following season may be jusl magn the latter's Sgt. Bilko show 
been staged outside the cold Iron FOCUS ON OTTAWA . that icnan will still be in national circulation 
been staged | a8 sking | With Terry Kielty Of AP Gv q A B it—a dream, ha: ‘ey seein caniek Sea 
Curtain There were _ striking | aig s ; ivé wards y a 
scenes of an American group of | Producer: Pierre Normandin — = will be doing four live specs for 
"eke ts saben  aeeine the | Writer: Edie Houzer n : CBS-TV; Berle, three for NBC-TV. 
students rebelling against the! so Mins; T 9:3 iS Managin S$ ASST 
strict party line of the Commies | 7, a Tues., 9:30 p.m P Wanted: Execs Bob Hope, Jerry Lewis, Dean 
ind the account of the distribution Lo Ben ger ; Seattle, Aug. -11 “s Martin, Sid (¢ aesar, Art Carney, 
of an anti-Communist sheet by a ane! a - stt » oO " lio and two tv members === Continued from page 31 gees: J IMM) Durante, Ed Wynn, Victor 
plucky group of Viennese young- Br ae satin Ce ss o Ey I \ ated Press will be Borge, Luci & Desi, George Burns, 
Z é oa g p atior ep 1s ¥ next > c tside pr et ns % ® . 
we “Foe us On “Ottaw i of +, b. yrrow (Wed.) by the AP Mext season on outside pret 1onS Chico Marx, possibly Jackie Glea- 
Viewers saw the gathering of of th fe tion’ r pit The * Menaging Editors Assn. for out and partially because there aren't con, Ernie Kovacs—they'll all be 
a z I e s apital ! > - P . ines } worthy ' ’ " ‘ - ” 
some 17.000 youngsters from all ‘nai eatin a . on ag a “* tanding cooperation in covering #3 noticeably worthy progra playing “limited engagements 
parts of the globe engaged in danc- but opener! focu ng i tg Ses r in their areas. ers loose to pick up Stretching a point in the area 
ing, marching. sightseeing and dis- Tower of the Parliam , ‘ is will be announced at It's obvious from the experience of weekly programs, there's also 
re , ) y . ¥ “—s = . > 7 : . 1 
oursing on yee nee gene A at wes on film APME annual meeting here. They in security elsewhere that a Garry Moore and Steve Allen, but 
d he mec ‘umentary a : / th. _ ! 
Ms I Moog + seeggper ree -teal Terry Kielty is a stand ) are given annually to newspapers, | company just started in the biz both of them belong in the 
é os ie ic h in luded dances by a mentator for the show \ n | radio and television stations in rec-| one which recently lost a key man “variety” category 
ve 5 ie C ~ "eS € ’ 
74 . oki “a and | Sports. staffer with ) indie ognition of exceptional coverage of is in a hard wp production position 
Zulu group, the Peking Opera and | Aver CFRA, Kielty ft t I AP ber in Trial and error takes time and = ———S 
Ai It sof news e\ v ¢ »mber ir rig g orl take I : 
it appearance by Paul Robeson, bass voice and good terpicett © ee ee eee oe) eee at vi 2 Hite it i = 
wearing a beret and doing a num-| (ore ee ais chcko enh otete behalf of all members. Total of 77 trial and error is necessary, it is S ’ ‘N i 
ber in German for the arena- - ges “3 a r “ef eeg ; h Lt. citations-will be made alleged, before matters can satis ovie S ye 
packed audience. One gathered, Col W Fr ki ay . a : eUnusual award of newsphoto factorily be resolved. Take for na iets os = 
however, that this was not an al-| and Guard ss aaa th - . **> | citation for a radio station wilk-be instance, Ziv TV Company has —— Conting rom page © Ql 
together successful Commie-spon- | cee i eee taff in fen ‘ om, made by the APME committee on been in vidfilm production since | a, Russian. that its broadcast be- 
sored endeavor because, for the| j;, ent iestidinee: Robert edie tations. News Director J. D.| tv began 12 years ago, and four! payior in this instance. was not 
first time, there was vigorous Dominion paetilensiase whe earn »' | Coleman of KBTK, Missoula, years ago, in an affort to increase malicious When President Eisen- 
Western opposition to the propa-| jiucie out of the 53-bell carillon in | Mont. is an amateur photographer. the tatal amount of new produc- power visits the Soviet Union 
ganda spread by followers of Marx | th. peace Tower. and Jack Smith, | He was one of the first to arrive tion, the company began testing ,apc.py plans to send its Wash- 
and Lenin. Photography, on the| cictodian of the clock ynada’s | @t the Deer Lodge, Mont., prison and, often, discerding new pro-| ington correspondent, John Ed 
4 > 28 Ce > © e} — . , . : = e ae 
whole, was excellent. Notable} pig Ben, atop the tower. -Contin- | riot—with his camera equipment. ducers. At this point, Ziv is pre-| wards. If convenient. John Daly 
were closeup shots of marchers) .;.. Sealand Ee ie . nd t i “sj 18 ring eigh -ogr ; 39 week . E.. ; ee 
4 veo el a tl ber ; | uity was provided by us'ng a reg- Radio anc v winners in news paring eight programs of weeks ABC-TV news ghieftain. will also 
an spectators an ae release C | ular tourist tour of the tower with coverage division and representa- each for the forthcoming tv sea- ke tl : 2 
what appeared to be a sky-full of | ; : ash ta nétedns Tat Ta) . age te os _ make the, journey, 
bs “sia dE pe dee a guide, from the protective staff, | tive- of the station; WTAL, Talla- son, and it has producers to cove! ‘BS said onde , 
peace” doves. Leiser’s narration | qo; his reguls seta . : - gi veen ; é CBS said it intended to have 
; 3 F doing his regular chores hassee, Fla., Arthur Deters, gen- every show, all of whom are vir- 5 soe eo wy 
was solid and sober. Rans. C: : k was excelient tecl : : : Robert Pierpoint, its White House 
cer rea _Camera work was exceller ch- | eral manager; WMLT, Dublin, Ga.,' tually guaranteed by the com- correspondent, and Niven, accom 
_ ® nically and production-wise, poking | Frank Floyd, station manage: pany their posts until the jobs are y ‘hief E'ware . 
LIVE A BORROWED LIFE the lens into out-of-the-way spots | WREN, Topeka, Kan., Max Falken. completed pany the Chief Executive when he 
With Charles Templeton, narrator; such as the inside of the big clock, | <tain general. manager: KOPR die nacis , returns the Khrushchev visit 
Bill Walker, Anna Cameron, backstage with Donnell as he Butte Mont Bruce Twerell sta- Seune seenenars ap Sears -y NEC will cover the Eisenhower 
Elwy Yost; guest, Royce Frith | played, and following tour! tion manager: WALL. Middletown producers, some of whom .accli-| trip with Ray Scherer, its White 
a ° % : ra nm lanager; ALL, I! aC ow ? on ange 
eng | — —* through the corridors and the Me-| . Y.. James Paft, general "be a a vid faster: pace, many of | House correspondent, who accom- 
riter: Bernard Slade morial Chamber with its Book of Soe , _ *- whom don't. rie lix Soviet U 
30 Mins., Wed. (5), 8:30 p.m R Star _— “* | ger; WHNC, Henderson, N - pm ied Nixon to the Soviet Union 
¢ ins.., . (5), 8: m. emembrance. - i net re —_ — and Poland. NBC said it would 
COLGATE - PALMOLIVF & Most interesting item was the |than_ Frank, president; KRLD ; 
; pour . ‘ CPestilks . vas KRLD-TV. Dallas. Felix R Me- make another effort to get a Rus- 
DAMS GUM gab session with Donne! ho told | per rien? ree ‘le H sian visa for David Brinkley in 
CBC-TV. irom Toronto Kielty he scored his own music| Knight, executive editor, Dallas Paar-ticulars rder to he the Eisenh« 
(Spitzer & Mills; Baker) for the bells and: figured he had| Times Herald; KRKO, Everett nator 4 ey - 4 egies 
‘tT; . if,"? , rallis , » party . > s $ 
“Live a Borrowed Life” is the done 3,000 scores alre: “You | Wash., William Taft, owner - =; Continued from page 29 ee ai _ ~ bdo on a visa 
newest panel quiz of the Canadian can’t walk into a music store and In news and news photo sectior : —- » accompany Nixon to the USSR 
Broadcasting Corp. and is in for! buy carillon music,” he said. He | KWTX-TV, Waco, Tex., M. M. Bos he announcer on The Dody Good sn 
13 weeks on the summer network! based his scoring on_piano or vio-! tick, general manager. nan Show. It was then that I de = ae 
= — LS _ —- cided it was better for all involved Houston—Ken f ollins, program 
to use her less frequently. This poset 2 pit and one of the 
. , yutlet’s *ke s recig 
touched off such an uproar in the . go tg Kae eys, has resigned 
press you would have thought I | {8S POS Pan ie the ‘station to join 
TBrag:> the staff of the Zestes, Interna 
had banished her to Siberia. Ever tional public relations agency 
be , c : a > 4 
; since Arthur Godfrey fired Julius . 
* LaRosa on the air, any tv per- $$ 
former who has made a cast change | f} 
1as been made to appear a hard 
> . earted villain, although it hap- 
. ee 59 ° pens a thousand times a day in 
- ° other businesses. By now, the dust 
> J ° | has settled, and Dody and I are 
. ° friends. She has been back on the 
° starring ° show, and I hope she'll be back 
. ° again. If only she'll remember the 
e BRODERICK ° vords of that sage, Mrs Arthur 
. CRAWFORD ROANOKE : Murray: ‘It takes two to tango.” |] 
. WDBJ-TV ° | Current issue of Life has a 
ee eC O86 6 OS 64 OO 6 6 ee | spread-on Cliff Arquette, the Char- 
CEDAR RAPIDS- | ley Weaver of the Paar Show. Pro M ‘ : 
, A ; t. William Morris Agen 
WATERLOO, WMT-TV file is by Tom Prideaux. Life’s en- s ——s 
28 9* ertainment editor 
. The Paar recitals in Look were 
ARB, June '59 recorded by John Reday 
° | 
ST. PETERSBURG a oS eis ail EVERY DAY T 
TAMPA, WIVT Atlanta — Bob Underwood 1s ON EVERY CHANNEL 
33 a pieler on WAGA-TV's “Bugs 
4 ARB, June ‘59 Bunny Show,” which bowed Aug BROOKS 
ARB, June "59 3. New to Atlanta video audiences, 
*4-week average Underwood came here from CoO STUM ES 
WCOV, Montgomery, Ala., where 
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he conducted a children’s show for 
three years. ' 
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Poll Claims 85%, | 
Of Irish Want TV 


Dublin, Aug. 11. 
Poll conducted by top circula- 
tion Sunday Press showed that 
85.2% of population of Irish Re- 
public wants tv and wants it now; 
‘if properly 
remainder 


wants it 
and the 


another 9.5% 
controlled” 
don’t want it at all. 

Total of 98° say that a detailed 
code of standards should be estab- 


lished before tv service starts 
operating. BBC-TV and ITV from 
England can be received in many 


Irish 
till mulling the form of 
introduced here. TV 


parts of Ireland, but govern- 
ment 1s 
service to be 
Commission has reported that a 
commercial service will be okay, 
but has left it to the government 
out the various applicants 


franchise. 


to sort 
for the 


Of people taking part in the poll 


27 have sets, and 60° of the 
remainder say they'll buy a set 

en Irish service starts. Minister 
for Posts and Telegraphs Patrick 


Hilliard, who is 
responsible for 
there'll be 


soon.” 


governmentally 
any tv. service, 
a government de- 


Says 


cision 





Kayden 
=== Continued from page 30 aaa 
There's an opening and a closing, 
plus four segments and a station 
break, ail of which can use differ- 
ent setups Moreover, each seg- 
ment, some six minutes long, is 
shot in two parts 

Naturally, Kayden’'s editing crew 
has become a crackerjack unit 
after working on tape daily for 
more than four months. Less ex- 
perienced tape editors would find 
the hot cut technique more diffi- 
cult. But not only do the “Go” ed- 
itors cut every show with a mini- 
num of 11 splices per show, they 
do it out on location, in the “Go” 
tape truck instead of back in the 
studio. Presently, the all-remote | 
stanza is using a makeshift setup 
involving three trucks, one with 
the tape gear, a regular mobile 
truck with camera chains and con- 
trols and a “studio truck” with an 
indoor permanent set used by 
Linkletter for openings of each 
segment 


Next week, a new $300,000 mo- 


bile tape unit, with everything 
from soup to nuts, goes into ac- | 
tion, built specifically for the 
show. Next fall, with everything 
including power _ self-contained, 
“Go” will really hit the road. 

Until now, farthest it’s traveled 
has been Las Vegas, 300 miles 
from here. But with the new 
show Go” takes to Mexico City, 


taping every day on the way there, 
and later goes shipboard to Hono- 
lulu, with every-day taping aboard 
ship- as well as in Hawaii after it 
lands 





Equal Time 


Continued from page 35 





likely to have been staged by the 
candidate.” When a newscast shows 
a candidate under these circum- 


stances, it added, the equal time 
requirement should still apply. 
Reps. Peter F. Mack Jr. (D-Ill) 


and Robert W. Hemphill (D-S. C.) 
in a supplement statement con- 
curred with objectives of bill but 
said it did not provide “an ade- 
quate remedy” for the situation 
FCC dealt with in the Lar Daly | 
case. Because FCC abandoned a 
“commonsense approach” to the! 
equal time problem in its Daly de- | 
cision, Mack and Hemphill said 
there is “great need” for Congres- | 
sional clarification of section 315. | 
To accomplish this, they said the 
bill should include a definition of 
who is a legally qualified candidate 
under the provisions of section 
315. Various FCC rules and inter- | 
pretations have failed to spell this | 
out adequately, they maintained. | 
At the same time, Mack and 
Hemphill said that the equal time 
provisions should be applicable 
only to the appearances of candi- 
dates 45 days before a primary and 
90 days preceding a general elec- 
tion. They suggested that this 
limitation “would eliminate much, 
if not all, of the confusion” re- 
sulting from ihe Daly decision. 


WMIC Fetches 398G | 


Monroe, Mich., Aug. 11. 

Radio station WMIC, Monroe, 
has been sold for $398,000 to the 
560 Broadcasting Corp., which in 
cludes the Earl B. Brinks family, 
Ross Mulhollen and Ralph Jones, 
all of Detroit. Mulhollen is a for- 
mer Detroit disk jockey. Jones was 
formerly with WSPD and WSPD- 
TV, in Toledo 

Monroe station had been owned 
jointly by William D., Bruewer D., 
and Charles S. McIntyre, brothers 
who are alse owners of the Monroe 
Auto Equipment Co. ‘The 560 
Broadcasting Corp. also has radio 
and tv stations in Spokane, Wash 
and El Paso, Tex. Sale been 
okayed by the FCC. 


has 


Minneapolis—Thomas H. Ruben 
resigned as Welworth theatre 
circuit assistant general manager 
to become station ®manager ol 
WLOL-FM, one of the leading 
Twin Cities’ audio stations. At 
WLOL Ruben succeeds Joseph 
Ehrenberg who resigned to join 
Ginn & Co., publishing firm, as 
Midwestern sales rep 


has 


Who's a Bum? 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

They may have been bums 
in Brooklyn but here in L.A. 
they’re angels, Town is so daf- 
fy over the chances of the 
Dodgers bringing a world se- 
ries to the Coliseum that it’s 
the hottest topic in show biz. 

KLAC is so far gone over 
the baseballers that the indie 
station devoted a full 24hour 
day to a salute, musical and 
otherwise. Station’s sports di- 
rector, Sam Balter, even cre- 
ated a mock world series game 
with the Dodgers not only in 
it but winning. 








ABC’s Derby Foods Buy 


Derby Foods, unlike most ef the 
late buyers on the network scene 
who are picking up available min- 
utes on the hour shows, is coming 
in with two alternate half-hours on 
ABC-TV. 

Company is taking alternate 
halves of “Walt Disney Presents” 
Friday from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., and 
alternate weeks of “Colt .45,” the 
network’s Sunday night at 7 half 
hour entry. 


Chi TV Stations Punching Up Skeds 
With Ambitious One-Shot Specials 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Windy City tv stations, like the 
networks themselves, have gone 
gaga for specials. Wit’ local con- 
tinuing programs constantly dimin- 
ishing in number, owing to the 


| potency of films and the greater 


occupancy of station time by the 
webs, Chi outlets have switched 
the focus to ambitious one-shots 
with the emphasis never greater 
than it has been this summer. 

Naturally, the city’s unusual 
calendar of events this season has 
had something to do with auspic- 
ing the quantity, the agendas for 
July and August having been 
crammed with such consequential 
happenings as Queen Elizabeth's 
visit, the opening of the St. Law- 
rence Seaway, the International 
Trade Fair and Festival. But even 
without such “attractions” the 
trend is carrying into the fail, and 
with good reason. 

For one thing, it behooves the 
stations now to get topical and 


civic-minded. All four are striv- 
ing harder than ever to prove 
they're “serving the public inter- 
est” as a result of having been 
put on the spot several months ago 
by Congressmen and local politi- 
cians. Besides which, the specs 
are giving the stations more time 
for preparation, more latitude for 
promotion and often better oppor- 
tunities for sales than have the 
regularly scheduled shows. More- 
over, a good one-shot, with its dis- 
tinct budgetary and topical ad- 
vantage over garden variety con- 
tinuers, can do much to enhance 
the station image and reputation. 
WBKB has spent all summer 
preempting network programs to 
cover major outdoor events, in- 
cluding the Pan American Games; 
WBBM-TV is concentrating its 
specs chiefly in the realm of public 
affairs, including an upcoming 
single-o on the Paris fashion 
house openings; and WGN-TV is 
(Continued on page 54) 



































A good show may not be good enough—-particularly in this season, which 





Audience direction 


(the difference, perhaps, between rating first and running behind) 


promises an abundance of superior television programming. 





You have to take your case to the people—with forcefulness and fre- 
quency. And that is where TV GUIDE magazine comes in. 


It goes to over 7,000,000 families each week—equivalent to a 17 rating. 
They read it from cover to cover, because television is important to them. 
They find it so authoritative, accurate, informative and entertaining they 


have made it America’s best-selling weekly magazine. 


Talk to TV Guibe’s 26 million readers about your program—and your 


product. It’s good for business. 


7,250,000 circulation guarantee effective October 31, 1959 
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TV-Radio Production Centres 
a = Continued from page 46 
who's produced over 500 plays in the theatre and has been a > 


signer for many years, does his t tv directorial stint Sunda 


firs 
wit Whistling In The Dark” for BBC-TV. He designs 


IN WASHINGTON... 


House Commerce Committee Chairman Oren Harris (D-Ar} 
porarily laid aside various broadcasting legislative headaches to go to 


anada to meet his daughter, Carolyn, back from a summer tour of 
Europe and ready for her first job, teaching the first grade i Memphis 
WRC-TV's Inga Rundvold due back soon from her Scandenavial 
vacation: Patty Cavin has been subbing and doing her own WRC radio 
show as well WWDC completed Miss Washington contest it an 
nually sponsors on Monday (10 WTTG-TV has reformatted its 
noon feature film, using Milton Q. Ford ‘who also serves as a WOI 
d.j.) as a break-in personality, and given it a new name The Big 
Movie For current “dog days.’ WGMS is programming music for 
dogs, like Chopin's “Dog Waltz,” the Yale Bulldog Song, Voelcker’s 
“A Hunt in the Forest,” etc NBC hosted a National Press Club 
party to introduce web's new director of news for Washington, Elmer 
Lower Howard Williams reporting as new WMAL deeja) 


IN BOSTON... 


Paul G. O’Friel, gen. mgr. WBZ, hosted special documentary Tues 
day (11) for press and civic leaders in Ritz Carlton WBZ-TV 
preemed probing report on Metropolitan Boston rapid transit ‘system 
Sunday (9), “Sick Transit,’ film tape, with Frank Tooke, WBZ-T\ 
gen. mgr., doing on-camera commentary . Dean Boyden, from Bris- 
tol, R.1., joined WJAR-TV, Providence, as announcer Stan Rich- 
ards, WILD personality, originating his daily radio program at Gros- 
singer’s from Sunday (16*to Sunday (23) Tom Haas, producer of 
WBZ-TV's “Today At Home,” reviewing strawhatters and inserting 
them as regular feature with film and slides of scenes Robert B. 
Cheyne, director sales promosh, WHDH-TV. hosts press preview and 
luncheon at Statler-Hilton Aug. 19 for Jerry Stagg, producer of “The 
High Road With John Gunther” and will show print of premiere show 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


Dr. J. C. Schwarzwalder, Twin Cities education station KTCA-TV's 
genera! manager, told a U. of Minnesota convocation gathering that 
“ty is a tool comparable to the invention of writing in providing a use- 
ful and effective transmitting knowledge method.” He said it’s inter- 
esting that there are thousands feet of film depicting such screen per- 
sonalities as Elvis Presley, Clara Bow and John Gilbert exploits, but 


ee en + 


‘MEX RADIO AUDIENCE 
PUT AT 15,000,000 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 
The Department of Communica- 
tions now pegs the Mexican radio 
audience at a minmum of 15,000,- 
000, with this based on a total of 
4,000,000 receivers scattered 
throughout the republi 


This information has been given 
DAN DAILE |to the senatorial committe here 
| working for some months now on 
a new law to govern the radio and 
THE FOUR television industries 

















Estimate is that each receiver 
has an average of four to five list- 
eners. And with the powerful 
propaganda value of the 
admitted, the committee has indi- 
cated that industry duty will be to 
“take care that all programmin 
reflects to the benefit of Mexico 
and its citizens.” 





Chi TV 


aes CONtinued from page 5 





ready to roll in October with its 

slate of music specials, 

to be one of the biggest o 

ever undertaken by a local 
Least active in the area of spe- 








| cials, for the nonce anyway, is 
| NBC station WNBQ, although it 
| is shouldering the next big one on 

behalf of the Cl! chapter of 


Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences. That's to be a alf-hour 
music-variety one-timer on Aug 
25 titled “Swingin’ Summer,” the 
Academy's tribute to the Windy 
City’s noisy and newsmaking sea- 
son this year, which will serve too 
as a prelude to the Pan Am Games 
starting two days later. ATAS, by 
the way, is responsible for sev- 
eral specs a year on Chi channels 

Talent lineup on the Aug. 25 
Academy show reads like a Who's 
Who on Chicago tv, the partici- 
pants including’ Brigid 3azlen, 
Susan Heinkel, Irv Kupcinet, 
Fahey Fiynn, Alex Dreier, Norm 
Barry, Jim Hurlbut, Bob Newhart 
Howard Miller, Joe Wilson, John 











Harrington Art Mercier, David 
Hull, Jess Barker, Ami Silvestre 
Freddie Webber, Terry Bennett, 
| Warren Culbertson, Bob Barron 


Bob Borlek, Jesse Owens, Jerry 
VITTORIO DE SICA Dunphy and the Joseph Gallic- 
chio orch 


Meister Brau beer is 
sponsoring 

Among special programs hang 
ing fire for the fall is a major 
series of fuur that WBBM-TV |} 
TELEVISION had in the works all summer 
a those being documentaries on a 
“Wide Wide Chicago’ 
tial pilot tape has failed to intrigue 
a big local bankroller, and the sta- 
tion is working on revisions before 
pitching it again. 


Tt CHECK YOUR MARKET 
C I TODAY! 


_ ; 
>< INDEPENDENT 
i. 
> CORPORATION 
} 


theme. ini- 


488 Madison Ave. N.Y. 22+ PLaza 5-2100 


no filmed records of the late Albert FE 


setin’s works and thoughts . 


NBC attorneys denied a local lawyers allegation that the Groucho 
Marx network show operated a lotte because at one point the con- 
testants bet $500 of their winnings on a chance to amass $10,000. The 
attorneys pointed out the contestants actua arent paid their initial 
nnings when they compete tor the litional sum, but are playing 
NBC's mone, However, the s ed, the show will be changed 
fall so that every contestant get a crack at the big money 
king any early winnings WCCO-TYV veteran Gene Godt 
s ned as | notion and pt ations disector to join KYW 
rv, ( eland, as advertising a1 elations director. Tom Cou- 
sins, ¥ l il has been promoted to ceed him here It's the 
I K Ol ele cal Workeé AFTRA picketing of WMIN 
Situation is the result of the radio sta ns dismissal of two of its four 
nginee! and alleged assig nent I auties to announcers In eco! 
nt ts WPBC’s large aper and other ads procla 
Adult Radio No Rock 'n’ Rol A L's Hold That Hit promo 
nsored ¢t a large cal ermarket chain and distribut 
t ersir ho ider { nbers on air at time, clain 
100.000 registered 


(V DETROIT... 


Lou Sherman, formerly of Long O s the WXYZ disk jock 
lineup h a morning show cross-the-board Tom Crane, WKMII 
eporter and newscaster, named station’s news director Van Cli 
burn taped interview ith WJR’'s fine arts director Karl Haas All 
Detroit Lions footabll games w be broadcast on WJR and WKMH 

Special tribute to poet Edgar A. Guest, who died last week, will 
be broadcast on WJR in time slot usua occupie® by poet’s son, Bud 
Guest, longtime reporter for the st Shirley Eder, taping 
Show Business” interviews in He 0d for next three vears, lined 


up Rober Taylor, Doris Day a: Clark Gable before she left town 


(N SAN FRANCISCO .. . 

KJAZ-FM, the Beskely all-jazz station founded by Pat Henry and 
Dave Larsen, took to the air First exchange of videotapes between 
ETV stations took place Tuesday hen KQED, Frisco, went on the 

ir with a 90-minute Boston Pops concert—tape came from WBGH 
Boston. So far, only KQED and WBGH have videotape recorders 
The Lars Daly “equal time” decision had its Frisco echo when mayor- 
alty candidate Russell L. Wolden demanded that all four Frisco sta- 
KRON, KPIX, KGO-TV, KQED) check their logs back to Feb 
18, when Wolden announced his candidacy, for any time devoted to 
Frisro Mayor George Christopher. KQED found 19 minutes, KGO-TV, 
found none i 


tions 


Other two haven't reported yet. All commercial stations 
have been playing it very cozy as result of the Chicago FCC ruling 
KCBS’ Craig Harrisen shipping daily tapes back from Hawaii . , . Bob 
Fouts and Lon Simmons scheduled to handle KSFO broadcasts of 
Frisco 49er football Louis Lurie, Broadway show backer, inte 
viewed on KQED’s “Kaleidoscope” for half-hour Monday (10). 


IN CLEVELAND... 
Ernie Anderson, ex-WHK disk Jocke« subbing for Carl Reese on | 
all night record show on WERE this eek. Anderson has been do 


commercials since leaving WHK’ “ne sound WNOB-FM went off 
the air for two days so experts could adjust its unique double pha 
antenna which is supposed to sup most powerful FM signal (20 
000 wait in this country, but whi has been sending out skip waves 
nost since the station opened Ju 14 Pete French has been pr 
vie ng fall school fashions wit nodels on his KYW afternoor 
news \ Jack Paar tentativel 1 up to appear on WEWS-T\ 
here Sept. 22 to help old friend Wayne Mack launch a new Saturday 
nig variety-talk show John D. Kelly, recently sales manager 
WINS Radio, New York, is new natior ep for WJW-TV At one ti 


he managed WJW Radio 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 





Roger Clipp, general manag f I gle Stations, named veep 
of the Broadcast Pioneer Club f 1959-60 season Victor Borge 
to make guest appearance next season at the Academy of Music as 
soloist at a Philadelphia Orchestra Pension Fund Concert Peter 
Watson, 13-year-old co-host of WCAU-TV’'s “Little Professor with B 
Subjects eaves for Paris (28) for a year’s study The second “live 
broa ist of Bob Klose’s “Saturda N Dante Party on WFIL will 
be aired (29) from the Holy Cre Auditorium The Sylks, owners 
of WPEN, now in the coin machine business with the acquisition of 
the Williams Mfg. of Chicago Walter Tillman, TV Guide exec, in 
Lankenau Hospital for a checkup George A. Koehler, WFIL sta 
tions manager, selected first v.p. of e Philly Rotary Club Lord 


Jim Ferguson, Bill Haley’s manager back on the Wilmington air do 


ing a nightly broadcast from the Venetian Room, Wildwood, N.J 
. . 
side Stuli—hadio- 
CB not be able to sl Canadian viewers the Moore-Durelle 
fight night (Wed.) but is feeding it to U.S. viewers (and Canadians 
nge via ABC-TV, as part of an exchange-program deal. CBC 
h illy-offered promoter Ed Quin $50.000, but he wanted that plus 
pu ise of all vacant seats at the fight. ABC, with a potential audi 
enc ) times CBC's, is paying Qu $100,000 for U.S. viewing rights 
CBC the last big fight for $2 ) 


That brief stir of laughter at the end of President Eisenhower's ra- 





dio-television labor legislation address Thursday (6) was caused by the 
President himself 

When Ike completed his speech a minute or so early, the networks’ 
pool man, Lewis Schollenberger of CBS, was filling in with a descrip- 
tion of how the President was dressed. Ike passed close to Schollen- 
berger and made a “who me gesture 

It amused the radio-tv crew, whose yocks were heard coast to coast 


Four contracts, amounting to $375,000, have been awarded the Tele- 
Promoter Corp. by the U.S. Army for the installation of electronically 





controlled group communications systems 
The installations, consisting of audio-visual equipment, will be in- 
stalled at Army bases at Ft. Huachuca, Arizona: Huntsville, Ala., and 


it the Defense Atomic Support Age 
Washington 


Headquarters at the Pentagon 


WJR in Detroit reported sales of $1,966,866.66 for the six months 
ended June 30. Sales for the comparable period of 1958 were $1,660,- 
868.16. Sales for the month of June were $319,959.26, compared with 
$261,885.51 a year ago 

Net profit for the six months amou 
$196,340.84 in 1958. Figures include 


ts to $134,284.27, compared witl 
sales and earnings for both WJR 


idio and WJRT television. Net earnings per share amounted to 22 
cents, as compared to 32 cents for 158. A dividend of 10 cents was 
declared 

Film and ty actor Jay Barney is at Fort Monmouth for a fortnight 


i itenant colonel in the Signal Corps. The Army is giving him one 
day off to continue his running role in “Love of Life” and another to 
allow him to fly to Detroit to fill a one-day film contract for General 
Motors. Barney observes, “I’m putting in some night work to make up 
for the missed hours, but I wonder if Khrushchev would do the same 
for one of his lieutenant colonels who was also an actor in a Russian 
soap opera.” 


Curt Lowe's New 
Argentine TV er 


Buenos Aires, Au 11 


Curt Lowe, tycoon of Argentine 
idvertising s now hard at work 
ge'ting set to launch his tv Chan- 


9, CA-DE-TE, which he hopes 
to have in operation by May 1960. 
Equipment has already been pur- 
ised in the U.S 
Lowe is taking over the site of 
he old Ambassadeurs nitery, on an 
Avenue leading away from the city 
Figueroa icorta) on which to 
put up a monumental tv center, 
complete with offices for advertis- 
ing agencie program 
production, et« 
Father Norberto Grandinetti, li 
censee of DICON TY, has left for 
the U.S. on a buying expedition for 
equipment for his channel, which 
he hopes to inaugurate in April, 
1960. In August the Father will 
have classes in operation, to train 
personnel for tv work, and aspir- 
ants to vacancies can register at 
the College of the Saviour. 





studios for 


Dr. Idelfonso Recalde, awarded 
a tv license for operation in Mar 
del Plata, hopes to inaugurate his 
channel next summer at that fa- 
mous beach resort. He states that 
the programs will naturally gain 
in quality and interest during the 
strawr season, when the popu- 
latio. Mar del Plata swells from 
the normal 300,000 to as many as 
a million. Nevertheless, he expects 
to operate his channel intensively 
throughout 12 months of the year, 
directing programs to the extensive 
rural population around Mar del 
Plata and further South towards 
Bahia Blanca 


Meanwhile, in Buenos Aires, 
work is proceeding (slow!y due to 
building strikes) on transformation 
of the barn-like old EFA Film Stu- 
dios, into a production center for 
Producciones Argentinas de Tele- 
vision S.A. This outfit, sponsored 
by Cuban tv tycoon Goar Mestre 
with some CBS backing) has Os- 
car Luis Massa, as commercial 
manager, and will specialize in the 
production of “package” programs 
for advertisers. 


Washington—Joe D. Carroll, for- 
ner general manager of KMYC, 
Marysville, Calif., has resigned 
from the Radio Board of National 
Assn. of Broadcasters after leaving 
the station. Carroll represented 
NAB District 15 on the Radio 
Board, comprised of northern Cali- 
fornia, northern Nevada, Hawaii 
and Guam 








ARE YOU 
THE MAN? 


We don't know where you are, but we de 
know WHAT you are: youre a bright ad 
enthusiastic man possessing the drive d 
ereativeness to head up the Program Depart- 
ment ef a major TV station, located in the 
East, in one of the nation’s top ten markets. 











Right now, you might be in the TV de 
partment of an ad agency; you might be the 
Program Manager of a TV station (the kind 
which really does a programming job, and 
doesn't just ride the net) or you might be 
working for one of the networks. or for @ 
packager in Hollywood or New York. 


In any case, you have plenty of experience 
In programming and production, much of it 
at the local station level. Yeu know how to 
handie a staff, deal with and develop talent 
and you're at home both in tive and film 
programming above all you're genuinely 
creative. 

if you're the person we're looking for 
there's a fine future for you in every way 
Write ws an informal letter that can get 
across the kind ef man you are: the way you 
think about yourself and television. 


Address to: 
BOX V-153, VARIETY 


154 West 46th St. 
New York 36 














THE PINES MOTOR LODGE 


Airconditioned rooms. TV end tele. 
phone in every room. Wall to wall 
carpeting. Foam rubber mattresses 
Continental breakfast. 

Route 109, North Lindenhurst 

Long Island, New York 
Write or call TUrner 8-7100 
for reservations 

















ACAPULCO DREAM HOUSE 
ULTRA MODERN, completely furnished 
four bedroom, four bath ‘‘palace’’ on the 
eliffs facing beth the bay and the ocean. Lo 
eated in the famous LAS BRISAS sub-divi 
sion. 19,250 square feet of luxury, com 
pletely furnished and designed by Rits 
Baren. 50 foot swimming pool. Ideal for that 
Mexican Shangri-la you've been looking for 
$85,000.00 Diis. 

Write Apartade 223520 Col. Lomas 

Mexico, » & 
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Cry’ Tune in 2Court Actions; Kohlman SA] FS filo. 








Regains Cleffer Rights, ASCAP Wins 


one of Johnnie 
first hits in the early 1950s, has 
been recaptured by its writer, 
Churchill Kohlman, in the first of 
two recent court decisions involv- | 


ing the tune. In the second case, | 
the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers won 


a decision in an action for royal- 
ties brought by Jane Friend, the 


former wife of Perry Alexander, 
whose ASCAP firm, Dubonnet 
Music, was the original publisher 
of “Cry.” 


In Kohlman’s action against 
Alexander and Beatrice Reynolds, 
doing business as Mellow Music | 
(BMI), Judge Thomas A. Aurelio of | 
N.Y. Supreme Court ruled that 
Mellow had breached its contract 
with Kohlman by failing to pay 
royalties; that the writer's assign- 
ment of “Cry” to Mellow had been 
terminated as of Nov. 3, 1952, and 
that all rights to the song reverted 
to Kohlman as of that date. Miss 
Reynolds, who had previously won 
a judicial decision against Alex- 
ander declaring that she, rather 
than Alexander, was the owner | 
of “Cry,” and Alexander were) 
ordered to execute assignments of | 
all rights, inclucgng the copyright, | 
to Kohlman and to account to him 
for all monies received. | 

In the second action, Jane 
Friend sued ASCAP for an ac- 
counting of royalties on the ground 
that she was the owner of “Cry.” | 
Miss Friend claimed that in 1951, 
when Alexander switched “Cry” 
from Dubonnet (ASCAP) to Mel- 
low (BMI), she was the owner of | 
Dubonnet. Her position was that 
when BMI was paying royalties to 
Mellow, ASCAP should have been 
paying royalties to Dubonnet in- 
stead. 

Judge Henry Epstein of the 
N.Y. Supreme Court found that 
Alexander, while operating Du- 
bonnet, had in bad faith induced 

Continued on page 62) 


Par Pix & Lotsa 
Dates for Darin 


Hollywood is eyeing the disk 
field again. Latest to be picked up 
for a film deal after a platter start 
is Bobby Darin who has been 
tagged by Paramount. The pigture 
business’ renewed interest in disk- 
ers was spotlighted earlier this 
year when 20th-Fox grabbed Chan- 
cellor’s teenage disker, the mono- 
tagged Fabian. 

Darin’s deal with Paramount is 
on a non-exclusive basis but calls 
for one film a year on a six-year 
deal. His first pic is expected to be 
made before the first of the year. 

Meantime, the Atco label is cash- 
ing in on Darin’s bestselling LP, 
“That's All,” by pulling out his 
version of “Mack The Knife” for a 
single release. It will be backed 
with “Was There A Call For Me,” 
also from the album. Ahmet Ertu- 
gen, Atco exec, is heading for the 
Coast this week to cut another LP 
with Darin. 

Darin also is riding a tv bicycle, | 
having been set for Dick Clark’s| 
show Saturday (15), Ed Sullivan | 
Sept. 6 and again in October, the | 
Jimmy Durante special Sept. 20, 
and the George Burns special in 
December. He's currently at the 
Cloisters in Los Angeles and goes 
into Steel Pier, Atlantic City, the 
last week in August. 





Russell’s Cap-to-Col 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
George Russell has _ resigneu 
from his sales rep post at Capitol 


to join Columbia Records as promo 


rep in the Los Angeles area. He 
replaces Bob Crites, who is leaving 
for Yuma, Ariz., to engage in pri- 
vate enterprises. 

Russell, with Cap since 1956, 
was previously L.A. branch promo 
man before switching over to sales 
fell work under Col branch man- 
ager Ted Rosenberg. 


EMI's Automation Plant 
London, Aug. 4 

EMI Records Ltd. last week 
officially kicked off its new 
Birmingham depot capable of 
maintaining a stock of over 
1,000,000 disks. Place services 
around 500 dealers in an area 
covering 11 counties and is 
twice as large as the building, 
taken over from the Johnson 
Talking Machine Co. in 1928, 
hitherto used. 

Automation is employed ex- 
tensively. A roller conveyor 
system carries arriving plat- 
ters into a storage gallery 
from a covered-in bay. 


Can.'s Ist J-Fest 
306 Toronto Flop; 


Returning in 60 
By ROBERT A. McSTAY 
Toronto, Aug. 11. 

While an artistic success, except 
for vocal groups that many in the 
audience thought were time-wast- 
ers, the first Canadian Jazz Festi- 
val went badly into the red for 
about $30,000, with an outlay 
around $100,090. 

Admitting deficit, George Wein, 
Boston promoter, would not re- 
veal the exact figure but said that 
the three afternoon performances 








attracted just an average attend-. 


ance of 200 but put the four-day 
evening Jazz Festival at a total of 
some 16,000 customers. It was 


staged before the 24,000-seat grand- | 


stand of the Canadian National Ex- 


| hibition here at $3 top, but there 


were just not enough jazz fans. 

Despite the financial failure, 
Wein said that the Jazz Festival 
would be back in Toronto next 
summer and that the first dropping 
of the bundle was recognized by 
the sponsors (‘Sheraton Hote! 
Corp.) as “an investment in the 
future.” The publicity was inade- 
quate and the entertainment was 
presented in a badly-lighted, ama- 
teurish setting. Stagehands smok- 
ing: and chatting in the wings didn't 
heip matters. 

Wein was critical of the Toronto 
jazz crities fer their evaluation in 
their columns; but even Louie Arm- 
strong’s group, with Satchmo lead- 
ing, was unable, as the largest-at- 
tended attraction on closing mid- 
night, to lift the promoters’ invest- 
ment out of the red. Some 4,500 
attended the closing performance 
on the Armstrong name, with Bar- 
bara Carrol, vivacious redhead in 
scariet evening gown, in as pianist, 
plus the Moe Koffman Trio. 

Among those featured were 
Count Basie orch, Andre Previn 
trio, Dave Brubeck quartet, Stan 
Kenton orch, Coleman Hawkins, 
Dizzy Gillespie, quintet, 


JEFFERDS SALES VP. 
OF DISNEYLAND DISKS 


Vincent Jefferds has taken over 
as veepee in charge of sales for 
Disneyland and Vista Records. 
Jefferds is presently chief of Dis- 
ney Character Merchandising for 
the U.S. and the record sales 
supervision will be in addition to 





| that. 


Phil Sammeth will transfer from 
the character merchandising staff 
to assist Jefferds in the sales post 
Moe Preskell will continue as na- 
tional sales promotion manager 
and in addition will take over the 
general managership of the Dis- 
ney music publishing firms, re- 
cently left without a topper due 
to the exit of Mike Gould. 

Jefferds has appointed four re- 
gional sales managers to assist 
him. They are Bob Elliot, west; 
Frank MHackinson, south; Tom 
DeStasio, east, and Leonard 


Cooper, midwest. 


Ray’s ¢— —s 


Major dilemma confronting the 
|disk business today is that it is 
selling more but earning less. The 
sales volume for the first 
months of 1959 is reported to be 
‘20% higher than corresponding 
|period in the previous year, but 
the dollar volume is up less than 
5%. 

According to recent surveys, the 
disk industry had a hot run be- 
tween 1954 and 1956, when profits 
went up over the 60% mark 
(Broadering of the LP market ac- 
counts for this.) The prefits be- 
tween 1957 and the first six months 
|of 59 went up only 7° and this 
in face of the widening of retail 
| outlets including chain stores and 
supermarkets. 

The profit drop, according to 
| tradesters, can be traced to the 
| runaway discount programs offered 
| by most companies to get their new 


merchandise rolling. The ciskeries 
are pushing their new product with 
discount offers that range between 
10% and 20° on top of the stand- 
, ard 38% discount. The tradesters 
|figure that a 58% discount is a 
| mark of diskery desperation to in- 
crease sales volume. 
| With the diskery discount and 
retail discounters running wild, 
many of the newer outlets that 
have taken on record lines are 
considering a pullout because they 
can't meet the competition. De- 
partment stores are complaining 
that profits from records have 
dropped 20% and specialty stores 
that have brought in records as a 
side lure are finding that the de- 
partment is too expensive to run 
One diskery exec figures that 
the only solution to the problem, 
and one that will keep the profit 
| volume in direct proportion to the 
sales volume, is to hold the price 
line. “A $3.98 record should sell 
at $3.98 and a $1.49 record should 
sell at $1.49,” he said. This will 
weed out a lot of the weak sisters, 
|he added, but it will result in a 
healthier business. 


Court Orders Suspension 
Of Chi’s Hudson-Ross, 
| Leader in Record Sales 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Hudson-Ross Inc., once a giant 
in the record and appliances field, 
is on the verge of going under. 
The firm has been in court with 
its financial ills since last Novem- 
ber, when it filed an arrangement 





six | 


for paying off creditors, and last | 


week was ordered to suspend oper- 
ations pending another hearing to- 
day (Tues.). 

At its peak a few years ago, 
when it was operating seven retail 
outlets here, H-R sales of records 
alone annually grossed between 
$1,000,000 and $2,000,000, and the 
company claimed for itself the top 
position nationally in that line. 
Trouble in recent years, it’s un- 
derstood, has been a topheavy line 
of hard goods, complicated by last 
year’s recession and the added woe 
of a cool summer which left H-R 
with a large inventory of aircondi- 
tioners. 

In each of the past three years 
according to court records, H-R 
gross sales have reached the $8.- 
000,000 mark. Started in 1944, al- 
most exclusively as a disk retailer, 
the firm soon grew to a chain op- 
eration that included arrangements 
for leasing the record departments 
of two big local department stores 
Company is now down to one out- 
let in the Loop, plus its warehouse 

Creditors in the hard goods field 
alone are owed over $878,000, 
while another $175,000 is due on 
loans by shareholders and com- 
pany officers. Biggest appliance 
creditor is Norge, owed $135,823 

Should bankruptcy’ eventuate, 
H-R liabilities would exceed $1,- 
500,000. Assets, estimated recent- 
ly by an auctioneer are around 
$600,000. 


DOWNGRADER 








New Aci: Larry & Dizzy 
Chicago, Aug. 11. 

When harmonicist Larry Ad- 
ler was playing the Village 
Gate, N. Y.. last winter, Dizzy 
Gillespie came up from the 
audience and the pair parried 
through a jam session. They 
repeated recently on_ the 
Coast, and again here over the 
weekend on WGN-TV's “Mid- 
night Ticker” vaudeo. 

Adler is at Mister Kelly’s, 
and Gillespie was in town for 
the Playboy jazz fest. 


Coral Bets 4006 
On Fall Sked; 24 
Mono, 22 Stereo 


Coral Records has laid out an 
estimated production investment | 
of $400,000 fer its fall program of | 
24 monaurai LPs and 22 stereo 
sets. 

Tabbing its program “explorer | 
‘22"—A New Adventure in Planned 
Product,” Coral and its Brunswick | 
subsid are going all out on a spe-| 
cial merchandising program for 
dealers. Program allows dealers, 
placing an order exceeding $50, to! 
receive an extra 10% discount plus | 
the 2% cash discount if bills are 
paid on time. A dating plan (one- | 
third payments in November, Dec. | 
10, and Dec. 28) is also offered | 
dealers who place orders of $300) 
or more. The usual 2% discount 
is also applicable when payments 
are made in accordance with the 
above dating plan. Dealers may 
place more than one order during 
the discount plan period, provided 
the order meets the minimum $50 
requirement. Back orders wilj be 
henored until Sept. 30. The dis-| 
count period will be terminated 
Sept. 18 and no new orders will 
be accepted after that date. 

Artists featured in the Coral- 
Brunswick packages are Les Brown, 
Teddi King, Pete Fountain, Mar- 
guerite Piazza, Art Lund, Charles 
Bud Dant, Billy Williams, George 
Roumanis, Mary Ann McCall, Dick 
Jacobs, Dick Noel, Leith Stevens, | 
Teresa Brewer, Eddie Ballantine, 
Liberace, the Three Stooges, the 
Newport Youth Band, Keefe Bras- 
selle, Red Nichols and the late 
Sidney Bechet. 

Display pieces and selling aids 
are also being made available to 
the dealers and mounted lithos with 
the “Explorer ‘22’” caption have 
been designed. In addition, Coral 
has come up with a standing dis- 
play of 22 illuminated transichrome 
transparency shadow boxes for use 
at all dealer meetngs and dealer | 
displays. 


EPIC’S NEW LABELS— 
PERFECT AND ALPINE: 


Epic Records is branching out 
with two more subsid labels. Al- | 
ready operating with the Okeh 
subsid, Epic is now mapping out | 
a project for new low-price LP 
line to be known as Perfect Rec- 
ords and a new singles line which 
will be called Alpine Recerds. 

The Alpine label will start roll- 
ing this week with a single by Bob- 
by Vinton Label plans to add 
more artists to the roster for a 
hefty splash in the singles mar- 
ket. The Perfect line is scheduled 
to make its bow in October. The 
monaural LPs will be priced at 
$1.98 and the stereo sets will go 
for $2.98 

The new labels will be headed 
by Al Shulman, who manages the 
Epic division for the parent com- 
pany, Columbia Records. Artists & 
repertoire will be handled by 
“narles Sagel and Jim Fogelsong 
who have similar chores at Epic. 














] TV Giving Kidisk Sales a Big Hypo: 


S VOLUME DOWN RCA’s Sandy Becker, Cols Kangaroo 


+ 


There's a resurgence in the chil- 
dren's record market. Credit for 
the comeback is given to the im- 
pact of tv and the growth of out- 
lets for low-priced disks., 

Sluffed off for the past couple 
of years because industryites fig- 
ured that rock ‘n’ roll had taken 
the moppets away from the usual 
type of kidisk, diskery kidivisions 
are again showing some activity. 
At RCA Victor, especially, Brad 
McCuen, artists & repertoire 
staffer for kidisks as well as gospel 
and sacred, is working overtime 
getting tv ties. 

His latest aequisition is Sandy 
Becker, who hosts WNEW-TV's 
“The Sandy Becker Show” and 


|“Sandy Becker Presents.” His first 


album, “Bingo,” is scheduled for 
release on Victor's Bluebird label 
this month. The record is a “secret 
spiral” disk which can be played 
continuously without playing the 
same game twice. Becker is narra- 


tor. The Bluebird line, inci- 
dentally, is priced at $1.98. 
Other tv ties set by McCuen 


have been “Popeye,” Shari Lewis, 
Dorothy Olsen and Gail Davis. Me- 
Cuen also has made a singles 
splash with 49c disks tied in with 
tv westerns. Among them are 
“Gunsmoke,” “Maverick,” “Wagon 
Train” and “Wells Fargo.” 

A similar situation exists over 
at Colur-bia, which is having a 
strong run with its “Captain Kan- 
gareo” platters, and Coral is step- 
ping into the act this month with 
a special Three Stooges LP re- 
leased because of the comedy com- 
bo’s recent comeback via tv. 


Quota System Of 
Local 47 Upheld 


Washington, Aug. 11. 

A National Labor Relations 
Board trial examiner has recom- 
mended that the board uphold the 
“quota system" affecting 15,000 
musicians in the Los Angeles area 
represented by the AFL-CIO 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
Mutual Protective Assn., Local 47. 

The case, subject to review by 
the five-member NLRB later, was 
brought by Francis L. (Joe) 
Howard, regularly employed as a 
Coast NBC trombonist, who con- 
tended he was knocked out of a 
three-hour recording job with 
Verve Records last Feb. 21 by the 
wnion’s quota system because he 
had already had two recording 
engagements that week. Under the 
quota, he could fill no more than 
two within one week. 

Verve was only indirectly ‘-- 
volved in the NLRB case, since 
the disk firm turned employment 
of 18 musicians for the Feb. 21 
engagement over to a union “con- 
tractor,” David Klein, who joined 
with a union “leader,” Russ Garcia, 
in lining up musicians for the job. 
Garcia picked Howard, and Klein's 





| office notified Howard of his selec- 


tion about a week before Feb. 21. 
Howard accepted the job. But 
when the union looked over the 
list of those selected 48 hours be- 
fore the recording engagement, 
Howard's “non-eligibility” under 
the quota system was discovered 
and his name was struck from the 


| list 


NLRB Trial Examiner William 
E. Spencer, in a recommended 
order favoring the union, said the 
quota system had been “demo- 
cratically adopted” by the union. 
And Spencer said it is “clear” 
quota regulations “were applied 
to Howard in a completely non- 
discriminatory manner.” Spencer 
rejected the premise that Howard 
had been “hired” after he was 
notified of the job and agreed to 
accept it. Spencer wrote: “It is my 
opinion that at no time did Howard 
achieve employee’ status’ with 
Verve for the recording session of 
Feb. 21.” To have done that. he 
reasoned, Howard would have had 
to be cleared by the union, an ac- 
tion which didn’t happen 
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_— Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 








Album Reviews — | 

















DeJohn_ Sisters Sunbeam that the croons 
DON'T FORGET TO REMEM- potent slice 
BER Keilem*) has an easy har- Mike Clifford with Patience & 
stvle that could pull it Prudence (Libert SHOULD I 
throug ior a good spinning reac- Fairwa' registe ; ] £oot 
tio HOPPITY MOE JOE” (‘Sun- spinning potential b use of the 
am*) hops at a pleasant westerg cute way this zesty item is handled 
vith a good harmony beat “W HIS »9ER, WHISPER Mappa 
Buddy Holly ‘(Coral “PEGGY is £ little ite t y | 
SUE GOT MARRIED” (Pee! is a lilt —S id 
followup to the late’ singer's Jimmy Williams ( ) C'MON 
“Peggy Sue” click and will meet BABY” ‘(Famous* a swinging 
wit lots of approval from the rockabilly beat t it 1 get it of 
teenage set. “CRYING. WAITING, the ground and ipto the spinni 
HOPING” (Peet is a bailad effort circle DON’T PUT IT OFI 
that could carry some weight in (Sheldon puts t 1g il 
ike areas zingy settir t i nd ppir 
Al Hibbier Decca “LONE- approach en 
SOME AND COLD” Copar The Strangers (Tita : THE 
should warm up the deejay tables CATERPILLAR CRAW Do 
with its pleasing ballad mood. “IT will creep on to t eja 
WON'T BE EASY” (Barton*) is an juke turntabies be f 
ive ‘2 ballad that Al Hibbler t: 1 instru é 
ikes easy on the ear “ROC KIN REBEL D } 
Richard Maltby Orch Colum- the instrumental that 
bia MORGEN’ Sidmore the juke kids happ. 
jould pick up some of the play Ralph Marterie Orch 
for this tune because of the deft “THE THIN MAN I 
the orch lavs down the beat. a fat beat that mak t a 


THEME FROM THE F.B.I. juke bet. “WHEN MY SUGAR 


(i G8 re POISON IVY 
CO eee PE Fe age I'm A Hog For You 
The Coast ’ P ] ’ Tigert) 2 lg 
V er for the standout vr 
} ( ric values. “I 1 Hog } eta 
t ) s poca j } 1 
RONNIE HAWKINS................NEED YOUR LOVIN’ 
— ree eres ee ree ; Marv Lou 
Ha le} s’ “Neg 7 Yo r 5; d Pp 
blues ballad that singer builds into a potent pa 
Lou” (Patric ia*+) is a folk-styled ro r 1 
that makes it an excellent spinning 


BOBBY THENDRICES... . 2.205025 08 LITTLE JOHN GREEN 


ee ree ree ee Titans aieieo salts Come Back 
Bobby Hendricks’ “Little Jol Green’ (We & B l 
rocking ballad with a surefire vocal atta that 
breakthrough potential. “Come Ba 
draniatic effort. 
* a * 
py Me os gg ) 4 BLESSING AFTER ALI 
er eer ern nee re Cant Understand It 
The Voxpoppers’ “A Blessing After All” (Pari } stand 
out rocking bailad approach with a lead vocal to 
top. “Can't Understand It” (Rayve puts toget} 
wcking harmonies 


oy ee LOVE OH CARELESS LOVE 


NNN sre rdvernliaou x Salads 5s ...Got You On My Mind 
Joe Turner's “Lov e Oh Careless Love” (Progr s a 
swinging blues rocker that will catch on for top vlay ll level 
“Got You On My Mind” (Raleigh*) moves at an v tious row 
ing gait that highlights Turner's vocal sty 
a - . 


RE RF MBS, 65k os awe ie Sieve since Piaewoe BERMUDA 


Pee I oo cw on deine wma .. Kin-Ni-Ki-Nic 


The Crew Cuts’ “Bermuda” (Goday*) takes the cli fa 
years ago and gives it a new treatment that should bring it b 
to the hit lists. ““Kin-Ni-Ki-Nic” (Shapiro.Bernstei is a no 


item that could catch on because of its attractive beat 











“The Voices and Strings of 
LAWRENCE WELK” 











Covington: 








-rence 


DONG ROCKABILLY WEDDING 


Joanie 
by Dor Ralke ULIS Seis i s ¥ J > tery 
vD on Valk l € up a irring dance tempo 


Carmen McRae: “When You're '4! tne kids and aduits can go for, 





has the itteition of 
briefest possible song 


‘Henry IV’ LP in Can. 


made last September! 


Shakespeare Festival here 





STORY” (Witmark*) doesn’t stand WALKS DOWN THE STREET” 
up in the tv theme competition. Mills*) hits the kind of beat that 


Rosemary Clooney (MGM pegs it for replays 
“FOR YOU" (Witmark*) gets a Johnny Tillotson (Cadence 


nifty interpretation that will give “TRUE TRUE HAPPINESS” (Tan- 


the oldie another good ride. “I -— 
WONDER” (Roger-Gillbert*) is a 


yronto Star sponsored and RCA 
canada cut the LP rich orchestral 


it’s surprising how we 


“4 Date With! James Darren: (Colpix James 


There's sti Derren is a newcomer who moved 
left in/into the disk sweepstakes via a 
package | Single click, “Gidget.” In this pack- 
fty portion | age he shows that he’s got enough 





isome set that of a crooning style to get by and 


Presley and/that he’s no “freak” in the market. 
that haven't “Sweet Lorraine,’ “Let There Be 
The rocking Love,” “Walkin’ My Baby Back 
ballad and t Home” and “Let’s Fall In Love” 
will kee re some of the numbers he works 
ell will 
“For Young Esquivel: “Strings Aflame” (RCA 
Tommy Edwa Victor Esquivel packs a lot of 
itie stvle t musical excitement With strings 
in the sir s spotlighted this time out, Esquivel 
oacl is . It creates a Whammo impresh that 
a crack at the ll leave its mark on deejay pro- 
1 the Le mmers and rack up a good sales 
ic c < ! me 
It's On | Lester Lanin: “Dancing On The 
radise 2 Continet” (EF; rhe society dance 
and “W eat, popularized on disks by Lester 
Lanin, gets anothe vivid showcas- 
Ford: “Gather "! here Pegged on tunes with a 
Folk s¢ < Continental flair, Lanin has in- 
e fat est are i ed 43 so and has arranged 
nnessee | P I I i al Dulids terp and 
) ~ ca . ‘ 
r good billy Williams: “Half Sweet, 
a deli Haif peat Coral Billy Williams 
ood ‘ dq tne Dick Jacobs orch have 
“Black | 7 t ea up ior a tasty musical ses- 
I s H L} Wi vocal s ngs 
r’s Clack exuren Casy tO lake and Dis 
Dorsey Orch Star- C | eperloire is Standout 
“The Good Night Irene, 
Reece The smack Dab In Pne Miadle ind 
, nots ‘ All r phe nive i SO e 
( ’ ( 4 Uit i is 
bute { Sammy Spear: “Oh You Kid!” 
the | t eC Ne ¥y Spear calis his 
ps the j K es oOo Ragtime 
in for ¢ he ist kidding rhey hit a 
Glenn Mille I a agtime bDeat tor a strong 
Jarnet W ict iis brassy, boisterous and 
Goodmal \ ( ol lull 
Jim! D Ethel Smith: “Seated One Day 
Bob Cri At ahe Organ” (Decca Ethel 
“Kookie” (Wa Smit is In a light classical mood 
ith “77 S 1 is package. Playing a collec- 
vet i ¢ n that inciudes such as rhe 
Byrns is a Lt Chord Clair De Lune 


it do t Liebestrau Warsaw Concere- 
to’ and “kKilual Fire Dance,” Miss 


Re pe shad hare « Smith gives the Hammond organ 

Comb an excilung and vivid sound. It's 

Se Wea poet 13 e Kind O1 package that will prob- 

d,.” his othe ably end up as a good seller over 
works here © tong pul 

from Connie Clyde Otis Orch: “America’s 

Sommers to Dance favorites” (Mercury Civde 


and sultry is , Package also makes tor tidy aeejay 





mood for this Programming Secret Love,” 

across effective Viister Sandman “Sleepy La- 

She’s picked a standout reper- S900” and “ror You For me For- 

makes every lyric ©*’¢r More” are some of the items 
Concentrate On You that rate replay 

*” “T Only Have Cyril Cusack: “A Portrait of an 


:” and “I'll Be Seeing Artist as a Young Man” (Caedmon). 


the treats in The spoken word can make up a 

surring disk project, especially 
“Searlet Rib- “en the Caedmon peopie take 
This is a de- OVer. In this case it's an excerpted 
Legrand but Version of James Joyce’s “A Por- 


interesting lister trait of an Artist as Young Man” 
programming. He's Geélivered pointedly by Cyril Cus- 
taken a flock of favorite folk items 2¢k- It's pegged for a limited mar- 


; ket but it has class appeal. Joyce 
never had it so good 

the Legrand The John Mehegan Quartet; 

“Casual Affair” (T. J.). Here's mod- 

ern jazz with a simple, swinging 

beat. It's inventive, free-wheeling 

stuff that’s more spirited than spir- 


warm ballad neatly spun out VARIETY Coi M hi tual. Combo is mad 
: ual. ) s made up of John 
David Hill (Kapp): “LIVING es ers on In ac INOS esesssssessoe Mehegan’s piano, Skoutie’ Giese 


DOLL” (Peter Maurice*) has a ¢********OOoereee 
frisky beat and a teen-pegged lvric 
for okay results. “KEEP THE 
MIRACLE GOING” (Oval*t) is a 
fast paced foik-styled item that’s 
good for lots of spins. 

Della Reese (Jubilee): “I DON'T 
WANT TO WALK WITHOUT 
YOU” (Paramount*) gets a lift in 
this version that the jocks are sure 
to go for. “I'M NOBODY'S BABY” 
Feist is suited for spins in cur- 
rent market because of the way 
she takes the oldie for a new ride. 

The Signatures (Warner Bros.): 

PLAYBOY’? (Cathryl*) fools 
around with some strong jazz har- 
monies that a lot of jocks will dig. 
“AIN'T WE GOT FUN” (Remick*) 
gets a nifty workover by this 
standout vocal combo 

Rex Allen (Buena Vista) “MOR- 
GEN ONE MORE SUNRISE)” 
Sidmore will have a chance at 
some of the “Morgen” pley be- 
cause of Rex Allen’s moving in- 
terpretation. “THE LITTLE OLD 
CHURCH IN THE VALLEY” 
Remick*) spreads out a pleasant, 


mellow mood 


1. LAVENDER BLUE (4) 
2. LONELY BOY (9) 


oo - Ww 


> 


A BIG HUNK OF LOVE 
TIGER (5) 

- WATERLOO (8) 

9. WHAT I'D SAY (1) 

10. 40 MILES OF BAD ROAD 


i) 


CIAO CIAO BAMBINA 


SHS  FHFFSHFSHFHSFFSSHSHSHESSSOOOOSH 
~2 


I WANT TO GET MARRIED 
THREE BELLS 


SLEEP WALK 


Mary Swan nart “CRYING JUST A LITTLE TOO ¥VUCH 
IN THE CHAPEL Valley?) is a 
big ballad with enough flourishe MONA LISA 
to attract attention DANCIN 
Barbrob is a sprightly number I WANT TO WALK YOU HOMI 
th a nice vocal bounce — — ae 
Roy Hamilton (Epic): “TAKE IT ¢ HERE COMES SUMMER 


FASY, JOE” (Big Billy is a 
moody ballad delivered with Ham- 
ilton’s familia vocal impact 
TIME MARCHES ON” (Trvton 
moves in an effective ballad mood 


SWEETER THAN YOT 


PF HPO POHHH HOHE OOD 


veces ABC-Par 
MY HEART IS AN OPEN BOOK 
. BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS 
. WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES (2) 


Second Croup 


LIPSTICK ON YOUR COLLAR 


FESS SHHFSSSSHFFSSSSOSFFSSSOSEHEOCEO4 44045 


trumpet, Chuck Wayne's guitar 
and Ernie Furtado’s bass and 
makes much of “With A Song In 
My Heart “Young and Foolish,” 
Can't We Be Friends,” Baubles,” 
Bangles and Beads” and some 
Mehegan originals Gros 
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Big Toy 


Dec 


Pye’s ‘Golden Guinea’ LPs 


London, Aug. 11 

Pye Group Records is launching 
what it styles its “Golden Guinea” 
series of 12-inch longplay disks on 
Aug. 21. The platters, which carry 
middle -of-the-road music, were 
put out under the Somerset label 
in the U. S. and will retail here 
at the comparatively low price of 
$2.95 

rhe Aug. 21 issué consists of 
three disks, while the second re- 
ease on Oct. 14 will be 12 strong. 
Some of the titles are also being 
offered in stereo at $3.85 

Pye is using its direct-to-retailer 
marketing plan for the series, give 
ing promotional backing that in- 
cludes tv commercials. One aim, 
according to literature circulated, 

to appeal to the estimated 88° 


of the public that doesn't at the 


Lee Palmer, general manager of 
Dynasty Records, has pacted Ann 
Henry, young songstress current at 
lack’s 11 in San Francisco. 
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Chi Jazz Fest: A Plus for ‘Playboy’ 


Three-Day Bash at ; Stadium Not Stout at the B.O. 


But a Fat Commercial for Magazine 


By JACK PITMAN 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Even though it failed to show a 


profit, the first of the big city jazz 
festivals -— Playboy magazine's | 
weekend (7-8-9) marathon in the 


Chicago Stadium—must go down, 
on balance, as a success. And pub- 
lisher Hugh Hefner and his brain- 
trust, pushing their campaign for 
literary acceptance, are already 
mapping a sequel for next sum- 
mer 

Admittedly, the mag bankrolled 
this first one to improve the low- 
caste image it has among non- 
readers who've bothered to work 
up an animus for its self-conscious 
sex-on-the-rocks formula. There’s 
no telling, just now, how much 


the weekend helped erode this an- 


, termed the affair the “ 


} 


Simone, 


} on 


tagonism, but there’s little doubt 
the affair did enhance Playboy's | 
institutional status 
Financially, success was only a/| 
modest hope to begin with. Even 
before it laumched last Friday (7), 
the fest had put the mag back 
roughly $200,000 (gross, it’s esti- 
mated, fell just short of that) be- 
tween talent and promotion costs. | 
For it to wind up in the black, | 
each of the five sessions would had 
to have been a sellout or near of 
the 19,000 seats available (at a 
$5.50 top). That was the case, vir- 
tually, only on Saturday and Sun- 
day nights, albeit Friday's was 
close to SRO, too, as a $25-topped 
Urban League benefit 
Even London Daily Mail 
king the tradition that a 


In bre 
7z fest is more at home rusticat- 
ing a Newport, French Lick, 
€ the Chi presentation was re- 
warded by a press-radio-tv turnout 
r 350, by Playboy's count, 
and including such distant observ- 


tf some 


ers as the London Daily Mail. 
What they and the customers got 
was a lot of jazz; too much, per- 
haps. One required stout devotion, 
indeed, if his taste ran to a single 
idiom, for Chicago — like other 
fests— was smorgasbord, although 
after a plan of sorts. Some day 
‘come the millenium) festivals will 
operate so that cool and hot ad- 


herents aren’t forced to integrate, 
later to complain “they shoulda 
had more of so-and-so and less of 
him-and-the-other.” Why not, for 
example, a session solely of dixie? 


The other major gripe is that Play- 
boy's potpourri was no easier on 
the derriere than most other fes- 
tivals. A case in sore point was 
the Sunday night windup when, 
nearly four hours from its start, 


Louis Arm strong & All-Stars came 
on to adieu the whole affair. Satch- 
mo rou sed them well, but it was 
plainly case by then of deep- 
seated audience exhaustion No 
matter the artists, when you're 
spent, and nothing will defeat or 


diminish enjoyment more. 
Frankie-Boy’s Double 

The hits? Count Basie, Dave 
Brubeck and Dizzy Gillespie; the 
Dukes of Dixieland, Duke Elling- 
ton, and the Four Freshmen; Jim- 
my Rushing (with Basie backing), 
Stan Kenton, and the latter’s re- 
union with June Christy. And 
Armstrong, of course, but most of 
all Ella Fitzgerald. Playboy tried 
every which way for Frank Sina- 
tra, but lacking him, jazzed things 
up instead with Duke Hazlett, a 
young look- and sing-alike (a car- 
bon, in iact, down to the mannered 
flippancy and rakish hat). A cordon 
of even convoyed him on- 
stage to the general glee, and it’s 
still a question how many out 
front actually swallowed the rib 
despite emcee Mort Sahl’s after- 
ward confession of the “hoax.” 

Of the whole lineup, only can- 
cellation was Bobby Darin, said to 
have been suffering tender pipes. 
In his stead, locally well-known 
Frank D’Rone flew in from a Coast 
engagement and more than satis- 
fied in his pinchhit role. 

Nothing Swella Than Ella 


‘oO! 
cops 


As for a stint to detonate the 
joint, that awaited Miss Fitzger- 
ald at the Sunday night session, 


and she proved every bit as mov- 
ing in a cavernous arena as in any 
intime bistro. 
gerald felicity, showing every 
shade of her enormous instinct fer 
music that both affects and com- 
municates. In her wake, after an 
intermission, Chris Connor (last of 


the fest’s vocal soloists) was awash 
in some unsteady atonality. Of the 
bets that were almost bound to be 
missed along the whole route, one 
surely was in not pairing Miss 
Fitzgerald with Armstrong for a 
hair-down jamming finale. Surely, 
if the thought did occur, any ob- 
stacles to it could have been vault- 
ed. 

Leonard Feather, 
fest’s architects, 


one of the 
extravagantly 
geatest and 
most suecessful in the 60-year his- 
tory of jazz” — which is one of 
those disprove-it-if-you-can state- 
ments for postmortems and histor- 
ians. Certainly it was slickly pro- 
duced, with a top audio setup and 
expediting revolving stage And 
certainly the roster was of a who’s- 
who variety—Red Nichols & His 
Five Pennies, J.J. Johnson, Cole- 
man Hawkins, Ahmad Jamal, Jim- 
my Giuffre, Jack Teagarden, Nina 
Oscar Peterson, Dakota 
Staton, and almost ad infiinitum 

Yes, cats, there is a Santa Claus, 
and his name is Hugh Hefner. 





Mercury Nabs Moppet 


Before Voice Changes 
Tendency by diskeries is to look 
for platter potential from the ranks 
of the youngsters. If present-day 
trends continue, they'll be reach- 
ing into kindergartens for record- 
ing dates. 
Latest to come up with a deal 
the Mercury label is Rusty 


; Hamer, the moppet on the Danny 


It was typical Fitz- | 


Thomas teleshow. 


Campbell’s Condition 


London, Aug. 11. 
Vet songwriter-music publisher 
Jimmy Campbell 


| Musie Corp. Ltd.) clarifies that, 


because of an injury to the nerve} 


behind his right eye, he has lost 
sight of it, but it has not been | 


| removed, 


| Warrick. 


jing dates for the score. 


A leg injury, also because of al 
bad accident in Tangier ‘Morocco) 
some months ago, has him wheel- 
chaired. Only this past week Mrs 
Campbell has been able to peram- 
bulate him out of the Prince Ar- 


thur Ward, Middlesex Hospital, 
London, where he is still hospi- 
talized. 





Mogull GPM for Valyr; 


Q’Neill Tuner No. 1 Item 


Ivan Mogull has taken over as 
general professional manager of 
Bob Merrill's publishing firm 
Valyr Music. Prime target on 
Valyr’s schedule this season is the 
score for “Take Me Along,” Mer- 
rill’s musical version of Eugene 
O'Neill's “Ah, Wilderness.” 

Show is scheduled to preem on 
Broadway in October with a cast 
featuring Jackie Gleason, Walter 
Pidgeon, Eileen Herlie and Ruth 
Mogull planed to the 
Coast last week to line up record- 
Mogull 
will continue operation of his Ivan 
Mogull Music (ASCAP) and Har- 
vard Music (BMI) in addition to 
his chores for Merrill. 

Charles H. Hansen Music will 
handle the standard publication of 
the score. 





The Royal Teens, a vocal-instru- 
mental group, and singer Johnny 
October are Capitol Records’ new- 
est pactees. Both the Teens and 
October will record in Cap’s N.Y 
studios under supervision of a&r 
precacee Manny Kellem. 





(ex-Connelly | 


‘Definitive’ Survey of Pop Tunes 


Rolls; 100,000 i in Seattle-IBM Poll 





| cludes 


Decca’s 1966 Sixmonth | 


Decca Records’ earnings for the 
sixmonth period ending June 30 
amounted to $196,202, equal to 13c 
per share of 1,527,401 outstanding 
shares of capital stock. This in- 
the company’s share of 
undistributed earnings of its sub- 
sid, Universal Pictures. 

In the corresponding period of 
1958, Decca reported earnings of 
$76,370, equal to 5c per share on 
1,527,401 outstanding shares of 
capital stock. 


Todd Records in With 
Low-Price Line of LPs 


Todd Records, Paul Cohen's 
diskery, is launching a low-price 
LP line. The albums will be priced 
at $2.98 for monaural and $3.98 
for stereo. 

Kicking off the Todd line will 
be the soundtrack album from 
“The Big Circus.” A Clyde McCoy 
dixieland album will also launch 





the Todd LP series. 
Blueprinted for future release 
are Pee Wee King’s album of 


polka tunes and two albums of 


| tunes cleffed by Carmen Lombardo 


and John Jacob Loeb. They'll be 
called “Mood Music Designed For 
You” and “Dance Music Designed 
For You.” The packages were cut 
in Europe by David Peterson's 
orch. Also on tap are sets by the 
Nashville Five and Zeno Goss. 





VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 











Coin Machines 








iain from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 














* ASCAP + BMI F-Film 








NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Vartety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 


disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 

This Last TALENT 
Week Week ARTISTS AND LABEL TUNE 

1 I og 8 ee eee ee Lonely Boyt 

2 3 CARL DOBKINS, JR. (Decca) ...........+.- My Heart Is An Open Bookt 
3 2 JOHNNY HORTON (Columbia) . Battle of New Orleans} 

4 + ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) .......... A Big Hunk O’Lovet 

5 8 SAMMY TURNER (Big Top) .............. Lavender Blue* 

6 5 DINAH WASHINGTON (Mercury) What Difference Day Makest 
7 10 PAREAN (CHAMBOIION) «4. ....scccccccscccss Tiger+ 

8 RAY CHARLES (Atlantic) . What'd I Say? 

9 6 STONEWALL JACKSON (Columbia) . . Waterloot 
10 9 RICKY NELSON (Imperial) ............. {Sweeter Than \ 
comes TUNES 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 

1 1 SI I a oh og tie a ee Spanka 
2 3 +MY HEART IS AN OPEN BOOK chica w sg ditesak rw weet ane Sequence 
3 2 ne Se a ccisdrccontsingssustuneepapamh ee Warden 
+ 8 Ss 6 dk donk ennnddethedwa en tae Joy 
5 5 ee cen hie adi a ohana dia dob wanda tomneenel Presley 
6 4 *WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES. ................... E. B. Maris 
7 9 CE Fh Giese oe RUS RAT ENR eT) Ss Cache redo nateus Roosevelt 
8 _ FWHAT’D I SAY Progressivet 
9 6 Ge a a ew og aint asin bd canta cena Cedarwood 
10 10 *LIPSTICK ON YOUR COLLAR Joy 








| the polling universe. 


Seattle, 


Radio KING’s IBM survey 
popular music preferences, which 
got underway yesterday ‘Mon.), 
will not only be one of the most 
comprehensive ever attempted but 
will use every ‘scientific precaution 
to make the survey a definitive 
one 

Dr. Stuart Carter Dodd 
of the Washington Public 
Laboratory of the U. of Washing- 
ton, will oversee the entire survey. 

Total survey cards to be mailed 
will be 100,000, approximately one- 
tenth of the 1,047,007 persons with- 
in the Radio KING 15-county cov- 
erage area. All persons over 12 
years of age residing within the 
area are considered as members of 
The universe 
is furthed defined in that member 
housenolds must have a telephone 
listed in a city or town phone di- 
rectory. Addressing of ithe cards 
will be done from telephone books. 

There will be two mailings of 
50,000 each, with an additional 
sub-sampling of 5,000. Cards will 
be folded in half lenghtwise, but 
not stapled. Respondents will tear 
out the perforated section (pre- 
paid) and mail to KING. 

Eight Categories 

IBM will provide the 


Aug. 
” 


director 
Opinion 


following 


reports upon conclusion of the 
survey: 

1. Total of returns for each 
category of music, broken 


down further with totals for 
each point of the rating scale 
for each category. 
2. Same as above for each 
time of the day (five reports). 
3. Same as above broken 
down by sex (two reports). 


4. Same as above broken 
down by age group (four re- 
ports). 


5. Report with totals by age 
group and time of day (20 re- 


ports). 

6. Report by sex and time 
of day (10 reports). 

7. Reports by age group, 
sex, and time of day (50 re- 
ports 

8. Reports by age group 
and sex (10 reports). 

The survey programs will be 
broadcast five times a day, five 


days a week, Monday through Fri- 
day, for two weeks, beginning 
Aug. 10—a total of 50 broadcasts. 
Pre-Taped Broadcasts 
Each broadcast, pre-taped with 
same announcer, will be broadcast 
six and one-half minutes. Music 
used will be in five categories, 
chosen and coded by Bil! Clark, 
Continued on n page 59) 


Nix by Mex Masic Violins 
Of U.S. Dates Hits Plans 
For Exchange of Orc's 


Mexico City, Aug. 4 
In a last-minute decision the 
Magic Violins unit has decided 
|}against accepting U.S. contracts. 


}to terms of the 


This would have also made them 
the first Mexican musical group to 
play north of the border, according 
as yet unratified 
reciprocal exchange pact between 
the two nations. 

The Magic Violins cooled off 
after assessing high costs involved, 
including U.S. taxes, agents’ fees 
and other outlays which would re- 
duce income to almost zero. Unit 
is further piqued that offers have 
not topped $3,500 per week. 

Violinists have submitted their 
decision to the Mexican Musicians 
Union. This leaves up in the air 
the long pending reciprocal agree- 
ment between musicians on boih 
sides of the border. Carmen Caval- 
laro was to have appeared in Mex- 
ico this September as first Amer- 
ican unit under terms of agree- 
ment by SUTM ithe Mex musicians 
union) and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. Now SUTM has 
to revoke the okay of the Cavallaro 
tour since major pact condition is 
that Mexican orchestras must go 
to the States first for professional 
engagements 

Odd note in all wrangling ts 
that the Magic Violins did appear 
in U.S. territory last week during 
the meeting of Mexican and US. 


tourist industry delegates. in 
Dallas. But permission for their 
entry and public performances 


was granted directly by Washing- 


ton and not by the AFM. This was 
@ one-day stand 
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Mex Grinding Out 300 New Disks 


Per Mo. With Few Clicks; Cleffers, 
Artists ‘Underpaid; Big Masters Mkt. 


By EMIL ZUBRYN 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 


Mexican diskeries are turning 
out a total of 300 new platters a/| 
month, according to an unofficial 
survey of the industry. Of this, 


scarcely four or five gain favor. 
A hit disk is infrequent, with the 
average being one in a thousand 
The Mexican Society of Authors 
& Composers, while it would like 


to see the production rhythm 
maintained, admits that three- 
fourths could be dispensed with 


and not involve any public loss. 
A select few composers struggle 
along and make out on royalties, 
but of the 300 platters turned out 
monthly, 295 composers get a mere 
pittance in checks from diskeries. 
Composers and musicians have 
been taking realistic stock of the 
situation in recent weeks, and it 
adds up to an uneasy state of 
affairs. Standard records, which 
have a production tab of around 
1.15 pesos (914c) are sold to the 
public at 7.50, or 60c. The 45 
rpm's will now be offered for 12 
pesos (96c) while the “in vogue” 
longplays are priced at 100 pesos 
($8) and up, based on pulling pow- 
er of interpreters and orchestra. 
Want Bigger Share 
Mexican artists are complaining 
they receive far too low a share in 
the diskery profits, with this a mat- 
ter of “negotiation.” The big 
names get a better deal, but even 
here it is only if they catch on 
abroad and in the U. S. that a 
cleanup is made. As for composers, 
their royalty on standard disks is 
12 centavos (about one cent}, with 
chronic complaints that diskeries 
are tardy in payments. For sing- 
ers, the rule here is that the first 
1.800 records sold are “protection’ 
for the diskery investment and 
fees are based on sales of platters 
from 1,801 up 
Entertainers and musicians al- 
lege record companies are minting 
through sale of masters to foreign 
markets at $300 per disk. It is fur- 
Continued on page 62 





Belge Sonoprint's 


2-Way Paper Disk 


Antwerp, Aug. 11 

A unique new recording process 
using both sides of illustrated lam- 
inated paper is currently being in- 
troduced in the United States by 
Sonoprint Inc. of Belgium, aimed 
at providing American record com- 
panies with a new weapon in their 
battle to hypo sagging sales among 
teenagers 

With surveys showing that the 
teenage audience is cutting down 
on its purchases of single platters, 
the Sonoprint product pitches a 
multi-means of communication— 
incorporating visual and sound ap- 
peal on both sides of a paperback 
record that can be produced at a 
cost considerably below the unit 
cost of a single wax-etched disk. 

The record already has been used 
successfully in Europe as a novelty 
piatter featuring rock ’n’ roll and 
other types of music, and by Euro- 
pean firms to tell corporation 
stories and introduce new products. 

While laminated records with 
sound on only one side have re- 
cently been introduced in Ameri- 
can publishing, Sonoprint process 
is reportedly the first to enable the 
buyer to use sound and pictures 
on beth sides of laminated paper 

Disk is expected to include 
photographs and biographical data 
of the performer along with two of 
the singer's latest sides. All the 
Sonoprints sold in America will 
be produced in Belguim, using 
tapes and photographic plates sup- 
plied by the customer. Photos can 
be reproduced in black and white 
or full color. 

Barnet & Reef Associates of New 
York have the exclusive represen- 
tation of the new Sonoprint prod- 
uct for the U.S., Canada, Latin 


America, the Caribbean and Mex- 
ico. 





+ sabia 


Col’s Harmony Label 
To Bow Stereo Line 


Harmony Records 
low-price label, is 


Columbia's 
going steres 


The Harmony stereo line will be 
launched this month with seven 
packages. Suggested list price on 


the Harmony stereo will be $2.98 

Included in the initial release 
are a “Gigi” package featuring 
Ray Ellis’ orch, a “Kiss Me Kate 
set with Earl Wrighston and Mary 
Mayo, and sets by Dino Martin- 
elli’s orch of music from Rodgers 
& Hammerstein’s “Oklahoma.” 


“Carousel,” “‘The King and I” and 
“Flower Drum Song” and Lerner 
& Loewe’s “My Fair Lady” and 


“Brigadoon.” 





Chi London House Anni 


‘Newport Festival Unit =| 


Split Into Two Groups 
For Dates in Britain 


London, Aug. 11 
The package show from the 
Newport Jazz Festival, due to 
Britain as a swap for the Hun 
phrey Lyttelton band’s U. S. to 


31, 


two groups. First 


will be split into 


tarting Aug 


+ 


will start a 


day roamaround with a Royal Fes- 
tival Hall concert on Sept. 19 
while the second will kick off at 
the Gaumont State, Kilburn, Lon 
don, Oct. 17 

Promoter Harold Davison says 
he’s decided on the sectionalizing 
because of the conflicting musical 
styles in the Newport package 
First group will consist of the 
Dave Brubeck Quartet, Dizzy Gil- 
lespie Quintet, Buck Clayton All- 
Stars and the Vic Ash Quintet, 


while the second holds Kid Ory & 
His Creole Jazz Band Terry 
Lightfoot’s New Orleans Jazzmen 

Importation of the Newport Jazz 
outfits doesn’t seem te worry Lord 


and 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Julian Stearns’ Lorob Productions is on a disk master selling binge. 
In past week Stearns set the Laurels with ABC-Paramount, the Frede- 
rick Bros. with Colpix, and Warren Berry with Coral. Stearns also ar- 
ranged a deal to publish tunes by Sammy Cahn & Jimmy Van Heusen, 
the first being “I Couldn't Care Less” from the Bing Crosby starrer 

Say One For Me.” Meantime, Stearns is preparing for a trip to Burope 
it the end of August where he'll set up his foreign affiliations. 

Columbia Records is promoting i‘s seven-inch stereo disk with a spe- 
cial “Stereo 7 Merchandiser.” The merchandiser will be*given free with 
each dealer buy of 60 singles of the 33 rpm disk based on a pre-selected 
of Col’s initial stereo A complete set of title strips 

ill be included with each unit and dealers will be supplied with strips 
for each subsequent stereo single release. Included in the first batch 
are Johnny Mathis’ “Small World,” Johnny Horton's “Battle of New 
Orleans,” Duke Ellington’s “Anatomy of a Murder,” Ray Conniff's 

Love Is A Many Splendored Thing” and Kirby Stone’s “Volare.” 


spread releases 


Decca Records has added a stereo console to its fall line. To promote 
the new model, Decca is including with the console a stereo library of 
recordings valued at $60. The unit, including the records, carries a list 
price of $169.95 

rhe model, called the Hudson, features separate bass and treble con- 
compensated loudness controls, and a balance control; a four- 
speed automatic changer, four speakers and a Sonotone stereo cart- 
riage 


— 
trols, 


MGM Records’ distributors will be getting a phonograph and radio 
line via a tie-in with the Philco Corp. The deal was pitched to the MGM 
distribs at diskery‘s recent sales meet in Nassau. The distribution are 
rangement will be on a non-obligatory basis. That is, an MGM distrib’ 
doesn’t have to carry the Philco line if it doesn’t want it. Initial ree 
sponse to the pitch, however, was favorable. 
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With Barbara Carroll 3 make his annual shindig at his Caedmon Records will make the first recordings of, some work by 
Chicago, Aug. 3 Palace House, Beaulieu. Hamp- Nathaniel Hawthorne. Basil Rathbone will be put into the groove Fri- 
London House will mark the shire, recognized as a kind of Brit- day (14) reading “The Minister's Black Veil" and “Young Goodman 
fifth anni of its “live” policy when | i Newport The characters of Brown,” two of Hawthorne's short stories. Label will also record Lot- 
it presents Barbara Carroll Trio, | the affairs are very different, an) > Lenya reading the short stories of Franz Kafka 
a multi-repeater there, starting how, and Montagu must perforce sasiichteniaal 
Sept. 8 for three frames. Hers was concentrate on British combos. The Jazz and the classics are of mutual benefit, according to George 
the first combo to play the spot third Beaulieu Jazz Fest. held Aug. Shearing, who brought his jazz quintet to Honolulu to share honors 
The Oscar and George Marien- 1-3, was a solid success. drawing With the Honolulu Symphony Friday (7). “A symphony orchestra al- 
thal jazz operation has just ren an estimated 10,000 which repre- Ways is looking for funds,” Shearing explained. “And jazz added to a 
eled to the tune of some $300.00 nts a gross of around $16,500 ' (Continued on page 62) 
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15 18 More Fabulous ’50’s (KL 1130 er s 10 i eee eee 4 15 
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ametic on RCA, Decca De Luxers 








RCA Victor and Decca Records 
are playing for high stakes in the 
de luxe packaging field. Both com- 
panies have hit the market during 
the past month with blockbuster 
that represent an unusually 
high production investment 

Victor’s “An Evening With Ler- 
ner & Loewe,” a two-record album, 
was brought in for close to $75,000 
and Decca’'s “The Gershwin Years,” 
a three-record set, cost $42,500 to 
be put into the groove. 

Both companies, however, feel 
that it’s a good gamble. They fig- 
ure that the de luxers are prestige 
items for the label and strong con- 
sumer lures despite the higher 
price range. “An Evening With 
Lerner & Loewe” is priced at $7.98 


sets 


in the monaural version while the 


monaural treatment of “The Gersh- 
win Years” goes for $13.98. 
According to a Decca sales exec, 
the de luxers are a safe bet because 
of their longevity in the market. 
They become standard sales items 
and make up part of a bread and 
butter catalog, he pointed out. An- 
other factor assuring a return on 
the investment is that after a pe- 
riod of years, the mutli-record set 
can be broken up and issued as 
one-record albums. (Norman Granz 
did that recentiy with his “Fred 
Astaire Story” de luxer.) 
According to Victor, the Lerner 
& Loewe package is the most ex- 
pensive pop album ever produced 
by the company. Set features Jan 


Peerce, Robert Merrill, Jane Pow- 
,ell and Phil Harris. High produc- 
| tion cost is attributed to the name 
talent and the oversized orch used 
in the grooving. 

The Decca package was con- 
ceived by George Bassman who di- 
rected the orch and chorus. Rich- 
ard Hayes and Paula Stewart are 
featured vocalists in the package 
That Decca is bullish on “The 
Gershwin Years” is pointed up by 
the fact that Bassman is already 
| at work on another de luxer spot- 
lighting the music of Richard Rodg- 
ers. Package will contain songs 

written by Rodgers in collaboration 

with Lorenz Hart and Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d. 


PETITION WITH NLRB 
WITHDRAWN BY AFM 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
The American Federation of 
Muisicians (AFL-CIO) has decided 
to withdraw a petition filed two 
weeks ago with the National Labor 
Relations Board calling for a new 
collective bargaining election 
among musicians in the major 
studios. The federation, out to re- 
capture control of the tooters in 
the big lots, is delaying the filing 

of the petition until next April. 
| The Musicians Guild of America 
beat out the AFM in a bargaining 
rep election last year and still has 
| one year to go on its contract with 
the majors. 





| Sal Salvador’s Orch 


Sal Salvador, who's been operat- 
ing with a quartet for the past 
several years, is taking a crack at 
the band business with a newly 
organized 14-piece outfit. Orch is 
set for a stand at New York's 
Birdland early this fall. 

Salvador’s new orch preemed on 


records via the Decca label in a} 


package tagged “Colors In Sound.” 
It was a one-shot deal and the 
band is now looking for a longterm 
diskery deal. Willard Alexander 
agency handles. 


UAR to Distribs: Buy 25 
Albums and Get 5 Free 


United Artists Record’s fall 
merchandising plan will give the 
distributor a bonus arrangement 
whereby five albums will be cuf- 
foed with every 25 purchased. Pro- 
gram goes into effect with the 
August album releases and will run 
through September. 

The diskery is stepping up its 
album release schedule during the 
two-month period and the bonus 
plan will apply to about 20 albums. 
Included in the list are packages 
featuring Stanley Melba, Morgana 
King, Kaye Ballard, Charlie Min- 
gus, Herbie Mann, Rubby Braff, 
Pete Seeger, Brock Peters, Irene 
Kral and Walter Hautzig. 








Thrush Jeannie Thomas has 
been set to record under the Fel- 
sted banner. Diskery is a subsid 
of London Records. Dick Blase, 
| Felsted’s manager, has set Miss 
Thomas’ first release for Aug. 27. 
Her manager, Sid Ascher, will pro- 
duce the platters with Sid Bass 
handling the arranging and con- 
ducing chores. 


Cuffo Concerts Help Get Work 


For Tooters In Ottawa-Hull Area 





Bel Canto’s Andrews 


Hollywood, Aug. 11! 

| Jack Andrews, vet music man 
and lately with Central Record 
Distributors, takes over as head of 
Bel Canto Records, replacing Russ 
| Molloy. 

' Last week Molloy resigned from 
firm he helped found four years 
ago. He joined United Stereo 
Tapes in an exec capacity. 


‘MGM'S MULTI-ALBUMS 
OR CONNIE FRANCIS 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Connie Francis will cut a flock 
of new albums for MGM Records, 

all of which will be released simul- 

| taneously around November. It’s 
not been determined how many al- 
bums will be pui on release but 
| there will be between six and 10. 
It marks the first time the diskery 
| has ever saturated the market with 
so many LPs of one artist at the 
same time. 

Arnold Maxin, prexy of the com- 
| pany, will launch a big promo cam- 
| paign for Miss Francis, one of the 
| company’s top sellers. 

Three of the platters have al- 

ready been recorded, three will be 
| waxed in London between Aug. 18- 
27, and others upon her return to 
the States. 

















? 


Ottawa, Aug. 11. 

Besides the 10 spots using musi- 
cians every day and two several 
days a week in the Ottawa-Hull 
area, local touters are working spe- 
cial jobs during the summer where 
the public gets free music. Regular 
concerts are provided on the broad 
iawns of the Supreme Court of 
Canada building by the band of 
the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, amd by the band of the 
First Canadian Guards on even 


| broader grass in front of the Par- 


| liament Buildings. 


Listeners sit 
on grass, camp chairs, steps and 


| in cars 
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7 CARL DOBKINS, JR. (Decca) os : 
1B 2 My Heart Is An Open Book ... errr _5 3 3 oe :.. 9 10 6 2 4 78 
JOHNNY HORTON (Columbia) Dieta nor ot wae mi 
3 3 = Battle of New Orleans -. 2 1 9 4 5 1 2 1 3 71 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) oan ~ es _ 
:, a 6 __Big Hunk of Leve oe tes eeee 3 ~ 1 3 10 3 6 8 3 #58 
SAMMY TURNER (Big Top) Se a — 
5 10 Lavender Blue 4 ss i i atl hea 7 ” 4 5 ia 5 . % 8 52 
PHIL PHILLIPS (Mercury) + a 4 . ——s 
6 22 Sea of Love Lisette Asis se a: 2. we... 6 1 47 
DINAH WASHINGTON (Mercury) aa lee ate guetta 
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9 12 WhatldSay .... 6 9 2 3 8 1 37 
FABIAN (Chancellor) wus ai 
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11 7 Waterloo pity ced de o 3 ’ 7 1 29 
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a! High Hopes. —_ 9 3 4 : 22 
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13B_.. Broken Hearted Melody ... a a 10 3 5 5 - . 
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15_ i4 Just a Little Too = ae eee ee — § 4 9 9 8 20 
DUANE EDDY (Jamie) Se 
16 15 40 Miles ef Bad Road _ 8 7 _< 6 ois 5 18 
~ FALCONS (Unart) * ao i one 
17 i3 _You’re So Fine Hoeseee oe 7 ‘ 1 ' 8 17 
~ ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) 5 i ¥ : is 
18A 24 My Wish Came True ... ys oe 5 s 8 6 16 
a FATS DOMINO (Imperial) ~~ + a F 
18B JI Wanna Walk You ee & $s 63 16 
MYSTICS (Laurie) eres iia arse apne 
rrr ere ee ee , 4 & 6 15 
TONY BELLUS (NRC) — = 
21 A Robbin’ the Cradle ee 2 10 7 #14 
~~ JAN & DEAN (Dore) -iileitictaie” ee hs ow ae as 
21B .. Baby Talk ried Gehl be bebe sini ska 1 7 14 
; ~ LLOYD PRICE ‘ABC-Par) oa a? is 7 
23A _Tm Gonna Get Married 8 3 : il 
~ BROWNS (Victor) ard “a 
a 4 Bee 7 11 
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23C Ciao Ciao Bambina .................. 4 7 11 


The band shell at Lansdowne 
Park emits tunes by the band of 
the Governor General's Foot 
Guards in summer concerts. The 
concert on Sunday evening, July 
25, played te more than 7,000, 
upped by the presence of Jehovah's 
Witnesses just ending a week-long 
rally in the park. Otherwise, at- 
tendance runs to 4,000. 

“Music for Summer” is the title 
of a series of concerts in the Lake- 
side Gardens pavilion. String 
preemed July 6 and scheduled to 
shutter Aug. 23 takes in three 
jazz concerts, two pops concerts 
and a “big band” deal to use 25 
to 30 musicians in arrangements 
ranging from jazz to classics. 
Series is being bankrolied by a 
grant from the Recording Indus- 
tries Trust Fund and sponsored by 
the Ottawa Citizen, Ottawa Fed- 
eration of Musicians (AFM), Na- 
tional Capital Commission (fed- 
eral government agency), Modern 
Music Club of Ottawa and indie 
radio station CFRA. 

The Aug. 9 jazzer was be ba- 
tonned by Norman Clark. Previous 


| (July 26) jazz show was under Russ 








All are drawing pavilion 
capacity (more than 700) to big 
reception. GGFG band at Lans- 
downe Park is financed jointly by 
the Trust Fund and the Central 
Canada Exhibition Assn. 


Thomas. 








——— | 


Tune Survey 


Contifived from page 7 ees 








KING program director, music su- 
pervisor Bob Wood and announcer 
Ray Briem. 

Categories are: 

1. Current hit type 1—fea- 
turing music of the rock ‘n’ 
roll variety, but only those 
records with the driving, 
heavy beat and/or the 
“screaming” rhythm and blues 
lyrics. All records will be se- 
lected from the “Top 40.” 

2. Current hit type 2—Cur- 
rent “Top 40” hits other than 
those in type 1. A rock ‘n’ 
roll record with a more sub- 
dued beat would be included 
in this category. 

3. Album type music 1—In- 
cludes standard, easily identi- 


fiable tunes performed by 
wellknown artists. 

4. Album type music 2— 
This category, while not of 


the progressive jazz type, will 
be more jazz oriented, with 
jess distinet melody lines and 
will include many of the un- 
familiar tunes performed by 
artists with less popular ap- 
peal than those in album 1 
type. 

5. Golden records—Records 
which have sold 1,000,000 cop- 
ies or more, according to a list 
compiled from Variety and 
other trade papers. Million- 
sellers with a heavy rock ‘n’ 
roll beat will be excluded. 
This category will be divided 
into group A (pre-1953) and 
group B (1953 to the present). 

5-Seale Preference 

The rating card has a five-scale 
preference ranging from “I strong- 
ly dislike” to “I strongly like.” To 
assure that listeners will be mark- 
ing preferences from the survey 
broadcasts, a key word will be used 
prior to the airing of each 30-sec- 
ond portion of music and the key 
word must be written down by the 
respondent im the proper place on 
the card. Upon completion of the 
10th time im each survey broad- 
cast, the announcer will give final 
instructions for that particular sur- 
vey presentation and repeat it at 
the close. The respondent must 
record the survey number on his 
card. The survey numbers will 
time 


become IBM's key to what 
the survey was broadcast. 
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PRESLEY 


| PACKAGE! 


Here’s Elvis’ newest profit 
package...which includes extra added 
attractions for Presley fans: 


* A 1960 souvenir calendar, with: 
Elvis’ Army discharge date Gircled! 

* Four full-color photographs 
of Elvis on the cover! 

* inside, a complete picture story of 
Elvis’ departure overseas! 





* A radiogram from Germany for Elvis’ fans! 
All this, plus great Presley performances! 

. "A Date with Elvis” is a date with profit 
for you. Order now! ce aes 


Young and Beautiful - Is It So Strange 

Biue ‘Moon of Kentucky » Good Rockin’ Tonight 
(You're So Square) Baby | Don't Care 

We're Gonna Move - Milkcow Blues Boogie 

| Forgot to Remember to Forget... - 

| Want to Be Free + Baby Let's Play House 
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Upbeat 














New York 


Al Calder back from promoting 
Columbia Pictures’ “Middle of the 
Night” via Nina Simore’s Colpix 
shieing of the title song .. . Irving 
Fields Trio plays at the London 


Paliadium Oct. 26. While in Lon- 
don, Fields will do the “Sunday 
Night At The London Palladium” 
tv show and the “Saturday Spec- 
tacular” . Rex Stewart Quartet 


gves into the Embers Aug. 17. Pi- 
anist Teddy Wilson holds over... 
Rachei Goodman, 16 - year - old 
daughter of Bemny Goodman, made 
] piano concert debut in New 
Canaan, Conn., last Friday (7) with 
I father accomping on clarinet 

Audio Fidelity disker Don 
Shirley began a stand at the Lon- 
don House, Chicago, yesterday 
(iues 

Richard Mills won the auto in 
the Professional Music Men's draw- 
ing .. . William J. Ruger, of Chi- 
cago, copped the tv set... Mrs. 
Carol Rees and Webley Edwards, 
both of Hawaii, elected to ASCAP 
membership ... Carl Dobkins, who 
has the clicko “My Heart Is An 
Open Book” on Decca, due for a 
sixmonth hitch in the Army Re- | 
serve in September . . . Barbara 
Carroll opened at the Arpeggio 
yesterday (Tues.) ... Turk Mur- | 


phy begins a three-weeker at the 
Village Vanguard tomorrow | 
(Thurs.) . 


.. Thrush Terri Stevens, 
whose current side is her Felsted 
slice of “Adonis,” guest on Dick | 
Clark’s ABC-TV show tomorrow 
(Thurs.). ' | 

Ray Perkins, former deejay out 
of Denver, resuming his spinning | 
chores at WTRL, Bradenton, Fila. | 

. Betty Madigan winds up a two-| 
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WEEK 


SHEB 
WOOLEY 
PYGMY 
LOVE 
CARELESS 
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|interview for a “Without 
|} program on him and 


| Sunday (9) 


| ter distribution service 


|a stage tour this fall . . 


| time, Fran Stern . 

ton Quintet still holding forth at 
| Showboat 
| Shuttered for 25 days on Aug. 6 


weeker at the Shoreham 
Washington, Sunday (16 , 
Wolfe Gilbert commemorating his 


73d birthday (Aug. 31 ail- 


Hotel 
L. 


withan 


ing piece tagged “A Young Man 
Tootin’ His Own Horn.” 
London 
Uninterrupted 45 minutes of 
cleffing by Richard Rodgers kicks 
off a new “The Men Behind The 
Music” series of three BBC-TV 
programs Tues. (11), with Noel 
Coward getting similar treatment 
Sept. 8 and George Gershwin 
rounding out on Oct. 6 Colum 
bia Records’ artist Tony Crombie 


does the scoring for the Danzigers 


“Man From. Interpol” vidpix, not 
Malcolm Arnold as previously an- 
nounced . .. Highly uncertain now 
if ABC-TV will reintroduce its “Oh 
Boy!” beat music shows this fall 

. Geoff Love orch wil! accom- 
pany Connie Francis when the 
American thrush, who’s skedded 


to arrive Aug. 19 with MGM disk- 
ery’s U.S. a&r manager, Ray Ellis, 
does the first of three albums here 


|... Leroy Anderson was at Broad- 


(7) to record an 
A Song” 
his music, 
Light Program 
Warbler Aileen 
Cochrane comes up in her third 
series for Associated TeleVision, 


casting House Fri 


aired in BBC's 


costarring again with Arthur 
Haynes in “The Arthur Haynes 
Show” starting Sept. 14 Harold 


| Davison org inking October dates 


for Kid Ory and group... BBC-TV 
airs a recorded Chopin recital by 
Van Cliburn Sunday (9) Capitol 
label songstress Donna Hightower 
heading for the Continent after a 
couple of weeks in London 
“Literally hundreds” of invites 
nave gone out from BBC to sing- 
ers, bandleaders, instrumentalists 
anc others to turn up and be inter- 
viewed on the network's “Grand- 
stand” at the Radio Show, Aug. 26- 
Sept. 5. Most of the established 
disk programs heard on the air 
will be featured in skedded broad- 
casts from the show. . . Pye Group 
Records has set up a Manchester 
depot for its direct-to-retailer plat- 
Philips 
longplay album next 


to issue a 


| month comprising 12 tracks by 12 


U.S. stars such as Frank Sinatra 
Jo Stafford, Doris Day, Rosemary 
Clooney .. . Package built on the 
Associated-Rediffusion tv show 
“Cool For Cats” being lined up for 
Dennis 
Lotis and Maxine Daniels to be 
featured in a BBC-TV program 
Sunday (16) which examines relig- 
ious pops. 


Philadelphia 


The Capri skedded to be en- 
larged to double its capacity 
Max Lee Finch is handling piano 


chores at Casa Conti in Glenside 
. Doc Bagby’s organ combo is 
holding forth at Cadillac Sho-Bar 
The Park Drive Manor has in- 
troduced a pianist for the first 
- » Chico Hamil- 
The Gay Nineties 
Suspension was ordered by Liquor 
Control Board for permitting en- 


tertainers to associate with pa- 
trons . Harry Edison Quintet 
moved into Pep’s Frankie 


Bradley's, closed for the summer, 
is being enlarged ... Charles Ven- 
nie combo opened at Spider 
Kelly’s. 

Maynard Ferguson booked 
the Red Hill Inn, Sept. 4-13; fol- 
lowed by Stan Kenton, Sept. i5- 
20; Chico Hamilton Quintet, Sept 
22-27 . . . Jolly Joyce has set Steve 
Gibson & Red Caps for the Roxy 


into 
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HELD OVER AGAIN! and 


FRI RII IIIA AAA AIA IHN 


THE FANTASTIC 


LIONEL HAMPTON 


His Orchestra and His Revue 


Which Concludes TWELVE Week Engagement At 


RIVIERA, Las Vegas 


Starting Sept. 10 


MOULIN ROUGE, Huliywood, Cal. 
Booked Exclusively by 


==ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION; 


RRR RR RH 


Continuing Until Sept. 8 


ON oe | 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


745 Fifth Ave 
New York 22, N.Y 
PLaza 9-4600 


203 N. Wabash Ave. 
Chicago, tit 
CEntral 6-9451 





407 Lincoln Rd. 
Miami Beach, Fla. 
JEfferson 8-0383 


8619 Sunset Bivd 
H'wood 46, Calif 
OLympla 2-9940 
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Theatre, N.Y., for an unlimited 
engagement Herbie Mann & 
His Afro-Cuban Jazz Group work 
ing Pep’s, Aug. 10-15 . The Vir- 
tues playing Cadillac Sho-Bar 

Disk promotion man Freddie White 
has cut his first platter on the 
Wynne label The Arcadia 
Theatre hosted a party at Billy 
Krechmer’s Jam Session following 
a screening of “The Five Pennies.” 
Clarinetist Krechmer was one of 
Red Nichols’ “five pennies” back 
in the early '30s ... Dave Brubeck 
Quartet in a concert at Lambert- 
ville Music Circus, Aug. 17 

The recording industry's transcrip- 
tion fund pays for 50 of the musi- 
cians in the current concert series 


at Pastorius Park. The Chestnut 


Hill Business Men's Assn. kicks in 
remaining five 
San Francisco 
Monterey Jazz Festival, sched- 


for October, already has an 
advance sale of more than $15,000 
; Cannonball Adderley’s new 
group goes into the Jazz Workshop 


uled 


Oct. 6 . Ernestine Anderson 
booked into Fack’s Ii in late Au- 
gust . . Shelly Manne goes into 
the Blackhawk Sept. 15, Oscar 
Peterson Oct. 6, Andre Previn (if 
he doesn’t make a film) Oct. 21 
and in November the club gets 


Barney Kessell, then Earl Bostic 

. . Wiere Bros. go into the Fair- 
mont’s Venetian Room Aug. 20.. 
Earl (Fatha) Hines’ European tour 
was cancelled . . . Merrill Hoover, 
ex-accompanist for Anita O’Day, 
at the Crocodile’s Casbah 
Roberta Linn is due next at Bim- 
bo’s 365 Club . . . Sylvia Mora will 
replace the Kitty Cole Quartet at 
Moulin Rouge 


Kansas City 


Kirby Stone Four takes a vaca- 
tion after its current stand at 
Eddy’s Restaurant closes Aug. 20 
They resume at the Auto Show, St 
Catherine’s, Ont., Sept. 1-5, then 
head west to Tulsa and the Coast 

Gordon & Sheila MacRae wind 
their Starlight Theatre appear- 
ances in “Bells Are Ringing” Aug 
16, hie to Harrah’s Club, Lake 
Tahoe, to apen a stand there Aug 


24. Charles Gorden orch did a 
one-nighter (8) at the Milburn 
Country Club, first date in this 


area for the crew 
Chicago 
Billy Ford & Thunderbirds, with 


Billy & Lillie, launch at the Bambu 
Club Sept. 1 for four weeks... 


Singer-pianist Joyce Mauer cur- 
rent at Ye King’s Inn. . . Johnny 
“Scat” Davis revue current in 
lounge of the Sahara, Las Vegas 

Mark IV songsters open at 
Park Hotel, Great Falls, Mont., 
Sept. 7, and are due at Nevada 
Club, Las Vegas, Sept. 16 for a 


16-week stand 
Trio signed 


Buddy Greco 
for Freddie’s Cafe, 
Minneapolis, starting Monday (11 
; Chi London House repeats 
Jonah Jones Dec. 8. 

Gene Krupa signed for the Lon- 
don House Dec. 22 for four weeks 
Herbie Mann sextet to 
Embers, Ft. Wayne, Oct. 5 for two 
‘ Freddie’s Cafe, Minneapolis, 
signed The Dukes of Dixieland to 
open March 21 for a pair... Hank 
Snow, of radio’s “Grand Ole Opry” 
cast, has joined the Acuff-Rose 
country music artists’ reppery 
J. J. Johnson five is at the Suther- 
land Hotel here. 


the 











“Gry Suits 


Continued from page 55 


ASCAP to advise its users that 
the song was not in the ASCAP 
repertory by representing that he 
had returned it to Kohlman when, 
in fact, he placed it in Mellow, 
the BMI 

The court observed that Alexan- 
der had boasted to a Congressional 
committee that he had sneaked 
“Cry” over from an ASCAP to a 
BMI firm. Alexander's former 
wife, the court held, was barred 


from any recovery both by Alex-| 


ander’s bad faith and by her delay 
in over six years, in bringing suit. 
Pointing out that “only when the 
BMI well had apparently run dry 
did plaintiff seek a new fountain 
from ASCAP.” and calling it a 
classic example of a case where a 
plaintiff must be denied recovery 
because of “unclean hands,” the 
court denied the plaintiff's motion 
for summary judgment and granted 


ASCAP’s motion to dismiss the 
complaint 

Cry” will now be licensed by 
ASCAP through Kohlman’s mem- 
bership. 


firm that he managed. | 


| breach, hag been freelancing since. ' 











- Inside Stuff — Music 
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concert broader sanusiec lovers. It’s wonderful 


for 


brings in a 
he boxoffice.” 


segment! 


When RCA Victor headman George R. Marek recorded “Figaro” in 
Vienna last summer, with an all-star cast, he conceived the idea of hav- 
iag Rosalind Elias and Roberta Peters, of the cast, purposely sing 
somewhat off-key in the bit where the two country maidens serenade 
Lisa Della Cassa, in the role of the countess. Misses Peters and Elias, 
of course, also sang the more prominent roles in their own voice but, 
for the corny simulation, each assumed a nom-de-disk. This, too, be- 
came a bit of a gag. Miss Elias, a d@votee of Al Capp’s “Li'l Abner,” 
billed herself as Appasionata Schultz. Miss Peters (Mrs. Bert Fields 
in private life; he’s a Knott Hotels executive) hybridized her married 
name into “Elysia Fields.” 

Victor's “Figaro” has just been released and the company is now 
being besieged with requests from critics who want to know where 
Miss Schultz and Miss Fields come from; the liner notes detailed vir- 
everything else but their identities 
The “Barbershoppers” will take over Denver’s 10,000-seat, mountain- 
Red Rocks Theatre, Saturday evening, Aug. 15, and the music 
hey make will be for charity. Proceeds from the show, sponsored by 
the Denver and Colorado chapters of the (national) Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing in 
America (‘SPEBSQSA), will go to the Denver Post charity fund. The 
show, called “Starlight Harmonight,” will feature two national cham- 
pion barbershop quartets, the Gay Notes of Tulsa, Okla., 1958 champs, 
and the Big Four of Chillicothe, O., a previous winner. Six regional 
barbershop quartets, a 40-man Rocky Mountain Regional chorus and 
the Sweet Adelines, distaff counterparts of the barbershops, will take 
part in the three-hour show. 


truall 
tually 


de 





Mercury's Toronto-sprung quartet, the Diamonds, now have two U.S. 
members, Evan Fisher of Hollywood and John Fulton of Seattle. Dave 
Somerville, leader, is the only original left, Mike Douglas being a To- 
ronto replacement. Two of the others left when they’d saved enough 


-| to take engineering courses at the U. of Toronto, the third to get mar- 


ried and quit roving. Group, recently back from second Australian 
tour, is now in L.A. cutting their first western album. 


Mex Disks 


Continued from page 38 == 











LATEST RELEASE 
LLOYD PRICE 


sings 
I'M GONNA 
GET MARRIED 


b/w 
THREE LITTLE 
PIGS 
10032 










ther alleged that this is the reason 
for heavy production in Mexico. 
Diskeries don’t care whether they 
have a hit or not here, for they 
have a fabulous business abroad, 
with most Mexican firms having 
offices in various countries to han- 
dle sales 

There is no alliance as yet be- 
tween the Mexican SAC and the 
Mexican Musicians Union. But the 
grapevine insists that a combined | 
forces campaign is in the making | 


















to give authors and musicians a | 
better break in the local record | 2 
market 


New Talent Bypassed 

Another point at issue is the 
charge that the scarcity of new 
Mexican entertainers is due to pol- 
icy of diskeries who block new 
talent, promoting only the names 
they have under exclusive con- 
tract, plus contracts with foreign 
singers. As a result, entertainers 
charge, there is practically a 
dearth of Mexican singers who can 
count on a large public following 

Biggest Mexican hits are Lola 
Beltran, Maria Victoria, Javier 
Rafael Vazquez and a few 

Even these many times do 
9t hit record sales of Puerto 
Rican Virginia Lopez, Ecua-| 
dor’s Julio Jaramillo and Olimpo | 
Cardenas, Chile’s Lucho Gatica, | 
and other similar imports who are 
on top of the heap in the Mexican 
record picture 

Of the Mexicans, only Rafael 
Vazquez is a new upcoming talent. 
The firm that contracts Lola Bel- 
tran, for example, has a stable of 
100 singers under contract, all do- 
ing the ranchero style Mexican 

But outside of the Beltran 
sales, the others average no more 
than 2,000 to 5,000 platters or so 
per song. 

The trend of SAC, the Musicians 
Union and the‘ National Assn. of 
Actors (for singers) is to attempt 
to contain the influx of foreign 
talent favored by diskeries and to 
create opportunities for Mexican 
singers. While the direction of 
the campaign is unknown, it is 
rumored that federal ald may be 
sought to give “relief” to authentic 
national] talent. 


Jack Robbins’ 3 Projects 
On His 65th Birthday 


Jack Robbins will mark his 65th 
birthday on Sept. 15 with three 
projects, new song book, “Sing 
Out”; Teddy Wilson’s first book on 
jazz; and the score of “The Coach | BBRZ AAEM iletiefel tte) airer | 
and Pour,” by Gege hatho.. Dl O————___ 
and Clay Boland. 

4 GIRL VOCALIST WANTED 


Stephen Levitz, production man- | 
(Good Figure - Personality, ete.) 


ager for Robbins when he headed J 
the Big Three Music firms for 25 || TO Break Into Band-Business 
(Popular Single-Engagement Orchestra) 


years, rejoins his old boss to get WILL TRAIN RIGHT PARTY 


Solis, 








MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


others 
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BEI MIR BIST 
DU SCHON 


KEELY SMITH -LOUIS PRIMA-DOT 


3 
@ {ONLY HAVE & 
EYES FOR You ® 


3 THE FLAMINGOS ~- GONE 2 
buseecmmewed 








PACE-SETTERS 
FROM MPHC 








songs 














» JIMMY BOWEN 


Sings 


WALKIN’ 
ON AIR 


Roulette Records 











: ; - ; 
out this material. Levitz, who Write te “ORCHESTRAS” 
exited Robbins, after suing the || 624 Hawthorne St., West Hempstead, L. 1. 
parent Loew’s Inc. for contract Call before Neon or before 7:30 


1V 9-6930 or IV 3-1049 
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Fairs Get Moving; Linkletter in Pa.; 
Mass. Spot Nixes Swim Beauts; Ky.s Saiprr OF POWER 


Bennett, Rosemary, MacRae, Autry 





Harrisburg, Aug. 1l. + 


Show business moves outdoors 
in Pennsylvania for the next} 
month, with county fairs taking | 
over during the waning weeks of | 
the summer season. Featured in 
the various events are entertain- 
ment factors ranging from Art 
Linkletter to the last of the steam 
engines—name_ orchestras and 
litterally thousands of amateur 
musicians in school, American 
Legion and fraternal organiza- 
tional bands. 

First of the major events was 
held in Kutztown, deep in the| 


heart of the Amish country where 
a world premiere of a new motion 
picture spotlighted the weeklong 
affair. The film, a documentary, 
depicted the history and customs 


of the various Amish sects, and is 
now scheduled for release na- 
tionally 

York Fair, one of the largest in 
the state. has contracted Art Link- 
letter as its major attraction this 
year. Linkletter, who will have| 


just returned from a European 
trip, will be backed by severai aed 
acts plus a name orch. 

Hersnes, always a tourist — 
wi again feature its nationa 
famous Dutch Days this year, ey 
will culminate the activities with 
mame bands at its Hershey Ball- 
room, where such crews as those 
of Les Brown, Warren Covington’s 
Tommy Dorsey orch and Buddy 
Morrow appear. 


Gowns for Lookers 
Marshfield, Mass., Aug. 11. 


The 92d Marshfield Fair kicked 
off the fair season in Massachusetts 
opening Sunday ‘9: for a seven- 
day run with a beauty contest in 
which the contestants are banned 
from appearing in bathing suits. 

Directors of the venerable horti- 
cultural and agricultufal event 
ruled against bathing suits and 
tape-measure requirements for 
beauties after Miss New Mexico 
pulled out of the Miss Universe 
contest : ; 

The Marshfield competition Is 
“a revolt against the usual low- 
grade commercialism generally 
associated with beauty contests, 


Continued on wed on page & 67) 


Crosbys Pay Off 
A.C. to Play L.V. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 11. 

Crosby Bros.’ chance for a five- 
and-one-half-week date at the Sa- 
hara Hotel in Las Vegas, plus their 
dissatisfaction with house contract 
signed with the Hamids, operators 
of Steel Pier here, caused them to 
back out of a late August-early 
September week date in  pier’s 
vaudeville house. 

Sahara Hotel, where they opened, 
stated it paid $18,500 for contracts 
with two eastern spots to get Cros- 
by unit into Vegas. George Hamid 
Jr., speaking for pier, would give 
no figure but admitted there was 
a payoff. Contract was cancelled 
“by mutual agreement,” he said. 

Crosbys were to come in week 
before Labor Day, opening Aug. 
20 and playing through Sept. 6 
When they found they might have 
to do as many as 30 shows for the 
week, if crowds merited, they were 
reported not too happy and Vegas 
deal loomed -as the perfect out. 
They would have been followed by 
Ricky Nelson, who racked up an 
all-time pier high last summer, giv- 
ing the spot two strong attractions. 





Marks Exits Dallag AGVA 
Dallas, Aug. 11. 
Ted Marks, head of the local of- 
fice of the American Guild of Vari- 
ety Artists, is quitting that post to 
enter private biz. 
He will open a local office after 
an ulcer operation in Chicago. 


IAAM Elects McElravy 


Memphis, Aug. 11 
Col. Charles McElravy, vet 


showman here, has been reelected 
secretary-treasurer of the Interna- 
tional Assn. of Auditorium Man- 
agers. He has held this post since 
1924. 

The 79-year-old McElravy was 
the first skipper of Ellis Audito- 
rium here in 1923 and retired in 
1950. Chauncey Barbour is the 
current manager. Fred McCallum, 
'manager of the Birmingham City 
Auditorium, is prexy of the IAAM 
and serves on the international 
board with McElravy. 


‘Golden Crucible 
Folding in Pitt; 
~ Fest Also a Hop 


Pittsburgh, Aug 

Harassed by public apathy _ 
labor strikes, “The Golden Cruci- 
ble” production of the Pittsburgh 
Bi-Centennial Festival posted a 
two-week closing notice cutting al- 
most 
expected run 

The stagehands and ticket sellers 
union have been picketing the 
show since it opened and were 
largely instrumental in the poor 
turnouts. However, the show just 
never caught on here like the festi 
val itself. Newspaper and television 
coverage was tremendous but the 
tourists expected to roll into the 
city never arrived. 

The festival committee said that 
it has plans for offering the huge 
amphitheatre to private promoters 
who as of now are turning a deaf 
ear because it is completely in the 
open and can only seat 2.400. One 
afternoon paper said there was a 
possibility of either Frankie Avalon 
or Fabian heading-a big rock ‘n’ 
roll show. 

The festival itself has been hav- 
ing nothing but trouble because 
Pittsburghers have not taken up 
the slack caused by the no-tourist 
situation. Geared for tremendous 
throngs that never showed, all fea- 
tures of the festival had to be cut 
down. The show at the Sprague, 
the riverboat, had to be cut in half 
to keep within the budget. The fes- 
tival was also marked by a tragedy 
earlier when Mrs. Bill Cody was 
accidently killed by one of her 
husband's guns when it was trig- 
gered by an eight-year-old visitor. 

There are 70 persons involved 
in the closing of the 
Crucible.” 





sometimes becomes embar- 
cade even to a talent agent— 


the-demands made by performers 
who are getting super-salaries on 
the cafe circuit. After getting what 
is considered to be the maximum 
for an act about to play a nitery, 
the agent has to embark on a set 
of extra demands. It sometimes 
has to take the form of fares, 
rooms, meals, extra musicians, 
privilege of signing for everything 
brought up for the performers’ 
| benefit such as valet service, drug- 
|store items, and free meals, plus 
other items such as free transpor- 
tation to the cafe when hotel is 
some distance from the work site 
| It's particularly embarrassing to 
| the agents, at times, because, with 
the salary that has been agreed to, 
the performer should be able to 
afford most of these items. 

The demands seem to be steeper 
upon the bonifaces in ration to the 
headliner’s pay. The higher the 


five weeks of the pageant’s; 


| 
| 
] 


‘ADMINISTRATION 


By JOE COHEN 


important in 
American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists is the Sick & Relief Fund, 


| headed by Margie Coate. The fund 


| ances up to $150 per 


| 


' 


| even 
“Golden | 


| salary, the more the demands, gen- | 


is regarded by many within the 
union as one of the major sources 


of the present administration’s 
power. 
Some members feel that the ad- 


mission by the union that 


item becoming increasingly | 
the scheme of the| 


+ 





$183,- | 


090.77 has been given out to vari- | 


ous members, without an account- 
ing, provides the key as to how the 


administration has been able to 
pile up one-sided majorities on 
any vote that it favors. Some also 


feel that the Sick & Relief Fund is 
only a partial answer as the source 
of power. It’s also believed that 
the promise of jobs, along with 
the power of the administration to 
pay for certain benefit perform- 
date, keeps 
many members ir line. 
$285,063 Paid Out 
However, it is likely that 
major source of power is the 
monies. The most recent 


S&R 
state- 


the 


ment submitted indicates that the | 


fund has paid out a total of $285,- 

063.14 since its formation in 1950. 

It has also had returned $101,- 
(Continued on page 66) 


Chicago Cafes 
In Big Sleep As 
Heat Raps B.0. 


Chicago, Aug. 11 

This is the summer of nitery dis- 
content in Chi—the dullest such 
period on the local cabaret scene 
in many a year, by trade reckoning 

Dull in this context equates only 
with business. In part, however 
the current slough is the result 
of declining operations at the mo- 
ment, what with the Black Orchid 
padlocked by the Government, the 
Chez Paree (lacking top attrac- 
tions) cooling it for the nonce to 
assertedly resume Aug. 21, and the 
Drake and Conrad Hilton enter- 
tainment rooms in their traditional 
summer siesta. 

Momentum 
when the 





should perk some 
Hilton’s new ice show 
opens Thursday (13); then the 
Chez, with the Drake’s Camellia 
House resuming its chanteuse pol- 
icy in September. 

Quantity of clubs aside, it hasn't 
exactly been a lush season so far 
for the remaining entries. Some of 
the bigger names that have been 
playing did, or are doing, nice biz, 
| but something like a law of dimin 
ishing returns has been noted, atid 
the hotsy attractions, while 
still clicko, aren't clicko in quite 
' the same cash register way. 


erally. For example, a performer 
earning under $5,000 is sometimes 
unable to get even as much as 
rooms or fares frum home base to 
the cafe. Over that amount and 
under $10,000, he may get one or 
the other or both. Over that 
amount, room and fare is generally 
thrown in. Over $25,000, the num- 
ber of fares increase to include 
the spouse, one or two children 
maid, governess, suite of rooms for 
all concerned, extra musicians, 
complimentary meals—the works. 
If the date is in a resort, a certain 
number of days before and after 
the engagement are stipulated in 
the contract. 

The agents say that the demands 
are necessary, otherwise the tax 
laws would make it unwise for 
many headliners to accept as many 
dates as they do. The Internal Rev- 
enue Service frowns upon taking 
out expenses for a performer if 
the spouse comes along. The 


RELIEF FUND 





N.Y. State Labor Dept. Readying 
Landmark Test on Definition Of 
Show Biz Employer and Employee 





Line Top-Billed 


Ottawa, Aug. 11. 
For the first time in this 
area, a chorus line is given 
top billing. Winnie Hoveler 
Dancers, in from a tour of In- 
tercontinental hotels in South 
America, are billed at the 
Chaudiere Club over Ray 

Peterson and Tubby Boots. 
Reason is that the Hoveler 
terpers, actually a dance act 
but used as a line, garnered a 
big following during’ the 
group’s 1958 record booking of 
six months at the Chaudiere. 








Ex-Riviera Site 
Eyed by LQ For 
Banquet Nitery 


The Latin Quarter management 
is interested in acquiring the late 
Cafe de Paris (later the Riviera), 
N. Y., for which a bid has been put 
in by interests who want to open a 
Minsky type nitery. The Latin 
Quarter, headed by E. M. Loew 
and Eddie Risman, wants the site 
as a banquet biz spot, possibly to 
steer catering trade to that cafe 
and encourage more a la carte biz 
at the Quarter. 

So far, no deal has been reached, 
but takeover of the spot, built by 
Lou Walters who was a partner 
with Loew in the Latin Quarter, 
has been in the discussion stages 
for some time. 

The entertainment policy for the 
newer site hasn't yet been evolved. 
There have been numerous sug- 
gestions, such as a Gay Nineties, a 
rathskeller with a nominal admis- 
sion. Abcut the only policy that 
hasnt been discussed is names, 
which they feel would be danger- 
ous at the outset. 

It has been learned that a group 
was interested in taking over the 
spot for use as a small boxing 
arena. Ever since the closeout on 
fights at the St. Nicholas Arena, 
this syndicate has been seeking a 
midtown site which can be con- 
verted at a comparatively low cost. 
This outfit is said to have offered 
75.000 annually, but this was 
nixed on the ground that 


the property. 
It's understood that the 
now hovers around 


rental 


which 
The 


from the $10,000 monthly 
Lou Walters paid for the spot. 
property is owned by 
| University. 


Talent Fees & The ‘Hidden Extras’ 


are the plus part of the contract, 
and in the cases of the better- 
teeled attractions, they wouldn't 
ZO oul 
granted 

At any 


for all the extras and sometimes 
it becomes even more embarrass- 
ing to add. more, upon the insist- 
ance of an act, even after the boni- 
face has agreed to an original set 
of demands. 

There was one case in New York, 
several years ago, of a headliner, 
known to be penurious, who stayed 
at a $4-a-day hotel near a nitery, 
and demanded a 50% reduction on 
meals. The management didn’t ob- 
ject to the percentage, despite the 
four-figure salary paid him. But 
it never booked him again, on the | 
premise that anyone who would) 
make such minor demands consti- | 
tuted a risk on a repeat. They | 
doubted that he would buy new} 


agents also say these requirements { material. ' 


they | 
didn’t want a fisticuff emporium on | 


the $85,000 | 
asking price which is a comedown | 


Columbia | 


on dates unless these were | 


rate, sometimes a per- | 
center gets embarrassed at asking | 


Albany, Aug. 11 

| A test case is being prepared by 
the N.Y. State Dept. of Labor 
which may determine who is liable 
for the payment of unemployment 
| compensation taxes for performers 
as well as musicians. The case is 
of such far-reaching importance 
| that it may be a landmark in the 
| determination of whether talent 
|}and musicians come under the 


provisions of the Unemployment 
| Compensation Act and whether 
they will be protected by unem- 


insurance 

Case has been brought about by 
a musician who filed for unemploy- 
|ment compensation following a 
| layoff from a cruise. Musician had 
| been hired to perform for a ship 
sailing under a foreign flag. Al- 
though he performed no service 
in N.Y. State or in the U.S., for that 
matter, the Labor Dept. feels that 
since he was hired in New York 
a by a firm registered in New 

York and subservient to its laws, 
all state statutes apply. 

The State as well as the courts 
will be faced with the task of deter- 
mining who is the employer. In 
this instance, it can be the ship- 
ping line, the booker of the show, 
the bandleader, or the contractor. 

All unions involved are hopeful 
that the shipping line will be 
declared the employer, since it wil] 
follow union contention through- 
out the years that musicians and 
entertainers are employees. The 
unions will be in difficulties if it 
is adjudged that the bandleader 
or the contractor is the employer, 
since they could be held respon- 
sible for much loot in back un- 
emplovment compensation levies. 
It would also be an embarrass- 
ment if the bookers are considered 
to be the employers, inasmuch ag 
the booker position is likely to 
coincide legally with that of the ~- 
contractor, who is a union member 
authorized to hire and fire, and 
acts in the absence of a booker 

At any rate, the Labor Dept. is 
presently marshaling its findings 
and hopes to bring the matter to 
court shortly. 


| ployment 





NLRB Takes Over 
Hotel Disputes 


Washington, Aug. 11 
National Labor Relations Board 
|for the first time under its new 
| policy has asserted jurisdiction 
over a hotel. It ordered representa- 
| tion elections at the 345-room Flori- 
| dan at Tampa. 

It was the first case in which 
NLRB applied jurisdictional stand- 
|}ards for taking on hotel disputes 
| adopted earlier this year following 

| Supreme Court decision in the Mi- 
|ami Hotel Employees case. The 
court reversed NLRB’s 20-year-old 
| policy of refusing to accept labor 
| squabbles arising in the hotel in- 
dustry 

Under the standards, NLRB will! 
| assert jurisdiction over hotels and 
motels, exclusive of residential es- 
tablishments, which receive at least 
$500,000 in gross revenues a year. 
| In the Floridan case, NLRB 
found the hotel, which grossed 
$930,000 last year, met the require- 
ments and rejected its arguments 


| that the board lacked jurisdiction 


and should revert to its previous 
standoff policy. 

It told the Floridan that 130 em- 
ployees must be given a vote on 


whether they want to be repre- 
sented by the Hotel, Restaurant 
Employees & Bartenders Unien, 
AFL-CIO. 


In its opinion, NLRB estimated 
that over 60° of the nation’s 377,- 
000 hotel employees will be cov- 
ered by the newly adopted juris- 
dictional standards. 
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Mex City Police Tell Joints, Tourist 
Booby Traps to Clean Up, or Else; 
Won't Permit Fleecing of Visitors 


,* 
+ 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 
Police authorities here are 
eracking down on clip joints and 
tourist booby traps on the night 
life circuit. In the past, these 


have been having a good time of, 


it victimizing “gringo” tourists, 


genus male, out for a thrill and a) 


looksee at “the real Mexico’ in 
dives on fringe of the downtown 
area. 

As a result of the latest police 
surveillance, which is also sweep- 
ing the “mariposas” (butterflies or 
ladies of the evening) at least 
away from the tourist trafficked 
main avenues and_ streets, 





the | five-week 


Haley’s Comets, Teresa 
| Part of Big Splurge At 


Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 11. 

The business upsurge here has 
been so pronounced that the own- 
ers of the Diamond Beach Club, 
3,100-seat theatre cafe, decided to 
make a last-minute fling for some 
of the abundant trade. They have 
opened with Bill Haley & His Com- 
ets, longtime local faves, in for a 
stint. Lou Monte is 


venturesome American males out | among the others slated to appear 
for a slice of life in the raw (very | at the huge cabaret. 


raw) will be 
they like it or not. 


protected whether | 


Breaking it up at Ben Martin's 
Club Bolero in a return engage- 


Of course, a tourist yokel who | ment is Teresa Brewer who may 


insists on being rolled, mugged, 
robbed and beaten, or worse, can 
still be accommodated. There are 
plenty of dives in this city, over 
2,000 cabarets, where visitors 
from the north can come to nose 
around, secure in the knowledge 
records, will im- 


with criminal 


|top Johnny Mathis’ house record 


| before she winds up her seven 
| days. 


| Opening soon to heavy advance 


| reservations at 


the Bolero are 





| 


Wildwood; Names Due In 


Martha Raye, Sammy Davis Jr. and | 


that the macho characters, mostly | Mathis 


| 
| 


The Manor Hotel Supper Club 


mediately begin figuring out ways, with a modest name policy is ex- 


and means to relieve him of his| periencing heavy 
The city’s| with weekday nights fair. 
isn’t big | Nash has been signed for his first 


worldly possessions. 
police department just 


enough to police all the clip joints | Wildwood appearance, Aug 


weekend trade 
Johnny 


21-28 


and, too, there is the blinding in-| The DeJohn Sisters are current 
| with Tommy Edwards set for Aug. 


fluence of the “mordida” (bribe) 
which lets many places get away 
with it. 

But in the streets adjacent to 
the center, where main 
hotels are located, the visitor out 
for fun will now find very mild 
hi-jinks compared to what used to 
go on before. Mayor Ernesto P. 
Uruchurtu. has cleaned up the 
city, planted trees and flowers, 
made the fountains come alive 
with water displays. 
authorized a clean up of hoodlum 
elements preying on the tourist 
trade, with this spurred no doubt 
by the endless series of complaints 
by morning-after-the-night-before 
victims. 

Pretty Up Roughhouse Joints 

Actually the official attitude 
and statements do not make any 
allegations to tourists and the 
prettving up of the roughhouse 
joints. Officially, this is a ‘“cam- 
paign against centers of vice,” to 
give this capital a new and better 
moral look. 

The heat is on, and the clean up 
campaign will assure a compara- 
tively headache-free run for fun 
in “picturesque” out of the way 
night spots here. It will not, how- 
ever, last forever because this is 
the land of the itching palm, sub- 
standard salaries, and amparos 
writs) which can reopen a suspect 
club or cantina as fast as police 
shut it down. 

Take the case of El Satelite, a 
high favorite among the boys from 
north of the border (and certain 
gals, too) looking for curvaceous 
jailbait in the flesh. It was of- 
fered ostentatiously, in the age 
range from 14 to 16, for a fat fee 
—in dollars Apart from the 
spiked drinks. a floorshow of sorts 
and an indifferent set of blase 
musicians who played dance 
music for customers who huddled 

Continued on page 66 


Rudy Vallee’s Reasons 


New York 








Editor, VARIETY 


The stories of my being can- 
celled on this Catskill date are a 
cheap attempt on the part of a 
small resort to secure mention of 


itself through me 

Actually I asked to be relieved 
of the engagement as the manage- 
refused to set eren a reasonable 
tire After being present- 
12:40 the first two nights, 
they suddenly put on the third 
night show at 11:50 without in- 
forming me of the change. 

They actuaily expected 
be on hand from 8:30 p.m. to be 
ready to appear anytime in the 
next five hours in the event the 
room filled early. This was too 
preposterous to even consider 

Rudy Vallee 


show 
ed at 


me to 


14. Mickey Shaughnessy appears 


| set for the season as an added at- 


tourist | 


Now he has! 


traction. 

The Hotel Biltmore Surf Club 
is trying out a new rock ‘'n’ roll 
fave in Ronnie Hawkins with Earl 
Bostic band due back Aug. 16 

The Mardi Gras is trying the 
odd, strange and curious bit with 
Jul Brynner, billed as the world’s 
only baldheaded female vocalist 
She appears with the Walkin’ Wil- 
lie combo. 

The Martinique Motel Q-Room 
cocktail lounge is offering tenor 
Walter Fredericks, Joe Connors 
and Lee Masters. 

Pat Kennedy's Elmer's Cafe has 
Jackie Raye with the Galaway 
trio and Dick Allen & The Sea- 
tones. 

Charlie Chase and the Novel- 
Tones occupy the Fairview stage 
while Hoke Cover is at Bennie’s 
Cafe. 

Marty Bohn has added singer 
Gene Arcade and pantomime art- 
ist Beni Mason to his Nut Club 
show. Doris Hart has joined the 
Georgie Shaw revue at the Cha- 
teau Monterey. 

Charlie Johnson's cafe offers the 


Keynotes with Bill Moser, Joe 
DeLorenzo, Ronnie Carr, Al Con- 
stantine and Vince James 

The Day Bros. have joined the 
show at the Rainbow Musical bar 


while the Dynatones and the Four 
Chords are among those added at 
the Elmira cafe. 

















T y 
SUE EVANS 
DOT RECORDS 
Concluded two-week engagement 
at Barclay Hotel in Toronto e « 
Thanks to Dave Bossin and Joe 
Poster for doing so much to make 
this one of my most enjoyable en- 
gagements 


Godfrey to Head 
Hub Rodeo; N.Y.’s 
Oakley & Rinnie 


The World Championship Rodeo, 
assembled annually for engage- 
ments in New York and Boston, 
will have different headliners this 


year in each city. Arthur Godfrey 
has been signed to head the show- 








ing at the Boston Garden, while 
Rin Tin Tin and television’s Gail 
Davis (“Annie Oakley’) will share 


the headline spot in the Madison 
Square Garden, N.Y., showcasing. 

The rodeo has been having dif- 
ficulty getting suitable toppers an- 
nually. For a few years now, they 
have been turning to teevee head- 
liners 

To book Godfrey, the Hub Gar- 
den had to consent to open the 
rodeo two days later than is usual 
and cut out two shows during the 
run. Thus they will lose four ses- 
sions. This is necessary to give 
Godfrey the maximum amount of 
rest. Last April he underwent seri- 
ous surgery for lung cancer. He 
has also been booked for the East- 
ern States Exposition, Springfield 
Mass., for three nights starting 
Sept. 25 


Stooges to Relight 
Asbury Park Stage 


The Paramount Theatre, Asbury 


Park, N. J., operated by Walter 
Reade, will have its first stageshow 
in some time with the full-week 
booking of the Three Stooges 


starting Monday (17). 

The Stooges have been playing 
and split-week stands at 
houses, and appearing at 
as three theatres on the 
same day. This is their first full- 
week stand since their return to 
popularity via reissues of their old 
comedies on tv. 


one-day 
various 
aS many 


Enlarged New Arena Sets Fast Pace 
On Name Bookings at Pitt Niteries 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 11 
Pittsburgh's night club scene 


took on a healthier glow this week 
with the announced lineup of stars 
of the New Arena, being operated 
by Jimmy Fallon and Jack Cargo 
Successful businessmen in other 
fields, Fallon and Cargo are ap- 
plying the sound methods of get- 
ting the biggest stars available and 


having room enough for people to 
come in and see then When the 
new room is unveiled Sept. 11 


there will be 900 seats against its 
present capacity of 500 

While the star of the opening 
stanza has not been set, others 
definitely lined up include Louis 


Armstrong on Nov. 27, Betty 
Grable, Oct. 19 for two weeks; Nat 
King Cole for nine days starting 


Dec. 9 and Tony Martin who comes 
in November for a week and 
holds over for one week to head- 
| line the annual Variety Club ban- 
iquet at the New Arena. This af- 


held at the Hotel 
Penn Sheraton. Cargo and Fallon 

hey have definite commit- 
nts from Frank Sinatra 30b 
ind Pear] Bailey, with a 
offer of $50,000 for Elvis 
Presley when he gets out of the 


is usually 


Hope 
tanding 


Unlike Philadelphia, where early 
Saturday closing laws and Sunday 
blue laws send customers over to 
New Jersey, Pittsburgh makes the 
revelers stay right in the neighbor- 
hood as the same restrictions exist 
for hundreds of miles around. 
However, the big New Arena prob- 


em which has plagued every other 
Piit nitery is conditions right in 
the city There is an additional 
5° excise tax that goes on the 
20° and the usual! high rental and 


labor costs not faced by the sabur- 
ban clubs. 


None of the other big clubs us- 
ing expensive talent has to charge 
(Continued on page 67) 


Rain, Pre-Show Threats Flog Specs, 


| 
| 


Resorts in N.Y.; 


Move to Make Boston’s 
| Howard (Closed by Cops) 
Into a National Shrine 


Boston, Aug. 11. 

Boston's Old Howard Theatre, 
closed down by the police on in- 
decent performance charges, may 
| become a national shrine if cur- 
j}rent plans take hold. The vener- 
able house may achieve such hal- 
lowed treatment not because of its 
recent burlesque policy, but be- 
cause it’s one of the oldest houses 
in the country and houses a lot of 
theatrical history. In its recent 
years, the house wes closed several 
times because its shows were much 
below the cultural level of this 
city, and even below the standards 
of decency, according to its critics. 

However, the theatre, which 
opened in 1845 as the Howard 
Athenaeum, with Sheridan’s 
“School for Scandal,” once housed 
its own stock company with visit- 
ing stars. It was built on the site 
of a Millerite sect tabernacle. 
Members of this group congregat- 
ed in this edifice in 1843 to await 
the end of the world. When it 
didn’t come off, the Millerites ap- 
parently gained sufficient confi- 
dence in the stability of this orb 
and sold its holdings to business- 
men who bulit the theatre. 

At one time, the basement of 
this theatre housed a brewery in 
order to make the structure pay 
off 

The current plan is get the Gov- 
ernment to declare the house a na- 
tional shrine and, with both Fed- 
eral and private funds, restore the 
j theatre to its onetime elegance. 
That is, all but the brewery part. 
With the stage in operating con- 
dition, the idea is to make the 
Howard into a “living museum of 
the theatre.” 

Dean L. Gitter, young actor-pro- 
ducer, president of Repertory Bos- 
ton, which had a season at the 
Wilbur legiter early this year, out- 
lined the proposal in a letter to 
Sen Leverett Saltonstall (R- 
Mass.). Gitter said he envisioned 
not only restoring the now closed 
and seedy structure to “its original 
grandeur,” but also establishing a 
Howard National Theatre Museum 

Gitter, who is forming a non- 
profit foundation to raise funds 
to buy the site and restore the 
original building, says there is no 
national theatrical shrine, and it 
would be appropriate to have one 
in the nation’s oldest theatre. 

The Old Howard has run the 
gauntlet from John Wilkes Boothe 
to Rose LaRose. The burlesquer 
was closed when detectives with 
special film in concealed cameras 
nabbed 300 ft. of film and took 
down dialog in shorthand for 
court presentation. 

Among the group of strippers 





who made their mark at the Old’ 


Howard were Ann Corio, Hinda 
Wassau, Gypsy Rose Lee, Margie 
Hart Georgia Sothern, Vicki 
Wells, Lois DeFee, Lili St. Cyr, 
Lynne O'Neil. 


Yes, Soph Will Be Very 
Much Around Next Year 





Sophie Tucker has started to 
book dates for -next year. The 
septuagenarian singer has alread) 
lined up the Chase, St. Louis 
Jan. 7; Roosevelt, New Orleans, 
Jan. 21; Deauville, Miami Beach 
Feb. 11, and the Chi Chi, Palm 
Springs, March 18 


Miss Tucker plans a full season 
and the William Morris Agency is 
booking accordingly. 


2d Liberace Libel Suit 
London, Aug. 11. 
A writ for alleged libel and 
slander has been issued on behalf 
of Liberace against comedian Jim- 
my Thompson, lyric writer Peter 
Myers and producers Linnit & 
Dunfee. It concerns a song alleged 
to have been sung by Thompson in 
a revue, “For Amusement Only,” 
in which the comedian did an im- 
pression of the American enter- 
tainer 
This revue item was brought up 
in evidence during Liberace’s re- 
cent successful libel case against 
columnist Cassandra and the Daily 
| Mirror. 


O&J B.O. Hit Hard 


* The weather around New York 


has been dealing some lethal blows 
to outdoor show biz this summer. 
Operations as the Olsen & Johnson 
“‘Hellzasplashin’ "” at Flushing 
Meadows Amphitheatre, the “Song 
of Norway” at Jones Beach, and 
concessions at various outdoor situ- 
ations such as Coney Island, Jones 
Beach and various resorts along 
the Jersey coast, have been pelted 
heavily. Last summer racked some 
sort of dubious record inasmuch as 
19 nights were rained out. There 
haven't been as many so far this 
semester, but with threatening 
weather hanging over metropolitan 
skies during the early part of the 
evening, it might as well rain as 
not. Attendance has been very 
light in many such cases. 

One of the major sufferers is the 
George A. Hamid enterprise at 
Flushing Meadows. Hamid has had 
very few weather breaks this year. 
With the exception of one or two 
weekends, he hasn’t had a good 
consecutive Friday and Saturday, 
There has been rain or the threat 
of it hanging over the city, thus 
discouraging patronage. 

Thus far, the O&J show hasn’t 
been paying off, but Hamid still 
hopes that good weather can bring 
the venture into the black. Last 
season, the Flushing Meadows en- 
-terprise didn’t pay off either, with 
weather being a powerful factor. 

The Flushing Meadows situation 
parallels those of the other out- 
doorers in the metropolitan area. 
It doesn’t have to rain to spoil an 
evening. It just has to look threat- 
ening and they stay home. Even 
those carrying rain insurance can- 
not collect on these situations. 


SOVIET EXHIBITION 
1,100,000 DRAW IN N.Y. 


The Soviet Exhibition of Sci- 
ence, Technology & Culture ended 
Monday (10) at the Coliseum, N.Y., 
after a record-breaking 40-day run 
during which more than 1,100,000 
passed through the turnstiles at $1 
a head. Because of the success of 
this exhibit, the entire fair may be 
set up in another country, prob- 
ably in Mexico City. 

The Coliseum display was the 
Russ counterpart of the American 
National Exhibition now running 
in Sokolniki Park, Moscow. 

During the exhibition, the So- 
viets also held the Russian Dance 
& Music Festival for two weeks at 
Madison Square Garden, with an 
encore of five shows starting Aug. 
21 before returning to Russia, and 
day-and-dated with Kinopanorama, 
the Soviet version of Cinerama at 
the Mayfair Theatre. 








Monterey Jazz Fest 
Scents $100,000 Gate 


Monterey, Cal., Aug. 11. 

Advance sales of “package” tick- 
ets for all five concerts of the 
Oct. 2-3-4 Monterey Jazz Festival 
have surpassed $10,000. 

As a result, Monterey Festival 
officials are looking forward to 
total gross of more than $100,000, 
or $20,000 to $25,000 above last 
year's festival 

Meantime, general manager Jim- 
my Lyons announced program 
scheduled by the festival's musie 
consultant, John Lewis, as follows: 

Oct. 2—tTraditional jazz, with 
Lizzie Miles, George Lewis band, 
Jimmy Rushing, Chris Barber band, 
Earl Hines, Coleman Hawkins, Ben 
Webster, Roy Eldridge. 

Oct. 3 matinee—Woody Herman 
workshop orchestra, with J. J. John- 
son, Sonny Rollins, Ben Webster, 
Coleman Hawkins 

Oct. 3 night—Woody Herman 
“Herd,” Modern Jazz Quartet, Lam- 
bert, Hendricks & Ross, Cal Tja- 
der Quintet, Bill Harris, Conte 
Condoli, Bill Perkins 

Oct. 4 matinee—Woody Herman 
and Gunther 
symphonic -brass ensemble, also 
Modern Jazz Quartet, Jimmy Guif- 
fre, J. J. Johnson. 

Oct. 4 night—Count Basie band, 
Joe Williams, Sarah Vaughan, Os- 
car Peterson Trio, Lambert, Hend- 
ricks & Ross. 

Lyons said he’s negotiating for 
| additional artists. 


Schuller conducting °‘ 
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LET'S RUN OUR OWN UNION 


A Plea to the Membership of AGVA > 














When you mark your ballot for the next president there is only one real 
issue at stake. Do you—the membership—want to run your own union 
or do you want it run by our paid employees? 


Let's Put A Stop To Being Pushed Around! 


Is it true that $50,000 of our funds are spent for a home for our aged 
when there is no provision for a home? 








Is it true that our paid employees are the only officials appointed “per- 
manently without tenure” in charge of AGVA foundation funds? 


Is it true that our sick and relief funds are expended at the sole discretion 
of one woman? 


Is it true that our elected officers are barred from meetings when they 
try to find out what's going on? 


Is it true that our constitution is “rewritten” to suit paid control of our 
affairs? 


Is it true that 98c of every $1 in dues is spent to run our union? 


Is it true that membership security in our welfare trust fund is threatened? 


Make Your Vote Count For Honesty 


Re-elect PENNY SINGLETON © 


She’s already lifted up the carpet and showed you the dirt that’s under 
it! Now give her a chance to sweep that dirt out of our house! 


So Let's Put A Stop To Being Pushed Around 


Let's get back our self-respect—Let’s get back control of our union. 


Re-elect PENNY SINGLETON 


The President With A Fighting Record | 























VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 12, 1959 

















| Vaude, Cafe Dates | 








New York 


Chardas opening tonight (Wed.) 


with a new show comprising singer 
Lia Della, violinist Paul Goresi 
and bary Tibor Rakossy . . . Chan- 
teur Marcel LeBon on a _ four- 
weeker at the El Panama Hilton, 
Panama Cits Sam Vine, hypno- 


tist. winds up a four-weeker at the 
Reef, Revere, Mass., and goes into 
the Hi-Way Casino, Framingham, 
Sunday (16 Tony Martin to 


work the New Arena, Pittsburzh, 
Nov. 13. Bob Russell at Hamil- 
ton, Ont., to stage the Miss Canada 
contest which started last nignt 
ru Winner goes to Atlantic 
City Cedrone & Mitchell on a 
tour of rmy bases in Germany 

Darvas & Julia iriked for the 
Texas State Fair Oct. 8. George 


Jessel bocked for the Holiday 
Hicuse, Pittsburgh, Dec. 28 
Joe E. Lewis booked for 
Eden Roc, Miami Beach, Feb. 3. . 
Frank Parker slated for the Colo- 

nial, St. Peterburg, Sept. 13 

Joanne Wheatley set ~ the Holi- 
day House, Pittsburgh, Jan, 31... 
The Coachmen are new at the 
Village Gate . . Personal man- 
agers Bob Sheppard and Nicky 
Stewart have completed a working 
agreement to represent each other's 


talent. Sheppard is in the east, 
Steward on the Coast. 
Clifford Guest replaces Senor 


Wences in the Danny Kage show 
when at the Princess Theatre. Mel- 
bourne Pearl Bailey’s revue 











the | 


| booked for Blinstrub’s, Boston, Feb 
;19...MKay DeMarco, for 14 yea 
head operator of the V lor- 
ris Agency, resigned last 
Barbara Carroll a n¢ ny at the 
Arpeggio Ed Rubin, x-N\ 
| Corp. of America, ha ned the 
management office of the Stan 
Greeson Assoviates 
Chicago 
Ken & Mitzi Welch Peggy 
King at Mister Kel Kl 
| Vivienne della Chiesa, instead of 
Anne Rogers, relights the Camellia 


House Sept. 11. Also firmed for the 


plushery are Jane Morgan, De 
30, and Vicky Autier, Jan. 29 
Thrush Barbara Lantz D 
3525 Club Monday (17 
Rancho Don Carlos, Wint f 
Chico Holiday for Sept. 14, Castle 
Sisters for Oct 10 ind = Larry 
Adler for Nov. 7. Rover Boys a 
current there 
Hollywood 

Anna Maria Alberghetti opens a 


four-weeker at the Palmer Houss 
| Chicago, Nov. 19 Hank Mancini 
| has joined the comm ittee honorin 
| Joseph Gershenson at a testimo- 
nial Aug. 31 at the California R: 
quet Club Sammy Davis Jr. 
plays a_ two-wee stand at t 
Mapes Hotel in Re no starting Au 
| 27... Comic Frankie Rapp holds 
}over at Ben Blue's Santa Moni 








‘THE 
COMETS 


international Stars 


NEW DECCA HiT 


| 
"JOEY'S SONG” 
| 


b/w 


“OH! LOOK AT HER, 
AIN'T SHE PRETTY2" 


Now Headlining 


WEEK of AUGUST 10 


At the Huge 


~ BEACH CLUB 


| Diamond Beach, 
| Wildwood, N. J. 
| Write — Wire — Phone 


JOLLY JOYCE 
AGENCY 


NEW YORK CITY 
234 West 48th St. 


‘Plaza 7-1786 Circle 6-8800 


PHILADELPHIA 
1001 Chestnut St. 








jnitery through September 

| Jimmie Komack, prior to teaming 
up with Zsa Zsa Gabor for fo 
weeks at the Tropicana in Las 
Vegas, will play it solo at the Be 
Soir, N.Y., for four weeks begin 
ning Sept. 17 Frankie Laine 
set for the Ed Sullivan Show Sept 
6... George Shearing Quintet has 
joined comic Lenny Bruce f 


Crescendo for two week 


Atlantic City 


Arthur Lee Simpkins into 
Steele “Affairs” at ( H 
. B. S. Pulley & Gump 
Strong Bros. in Ricky's Hialeal 
Tony & Connie into La Co i 
Four Aces booked into Steel Pie 
with +y Foutaine, 


r 


) 


Aug. 16-22 

Crosby Sisters, Jan & Jack Arc her 
Buddy Morrew o larine 
Ballroom Aug. 20 Warren 


Covington directing Tommy Dorsey 
orch which comes In A 21 


Atlanta 


Something Smith & The 
heads (3) opened the seve 
Atlanta engagement Monday (10 
at Domino Lour I 


Red- 


Mile 


Hotel, backed up by exot 
Gigi and comic-en Jack Lester 
other openers Susan 
McGuire and pianist Frank cot at 
Living Room in Cox lton Hot 
Singing pianist Mervin Moss 
j}rounds out LR Dbiil Chinn 
Twins, Japanese-! f ¢ : 
and do acro routine t Earl 7 
ner’s Club Peachtree h dancer 
La Contessa and hoofers Steve 
Kelly & Susie, and trumpeter- 


emcee Jack Morley rounding out 
bill . . . Exotic Suzanne tops bill at 


Harem Club Offering con- 
|} tinuous entertainment i Buddy 
McMahan’s Zebra Lounge 

Howell House Lobb fea ¢ 
warbler Eloise Bryant 1 pianist 


Johnny Ryan. 


Detroit 


Dinah Washington at the Flame 


Show Bar Chico Hamilton 
quintet at Baker's Keyb« ard 
Lounge .. . Sammy Davis Jr. goes 
into second week at Eln oa 
Casino The Four Voices aré 
at the Knife & Fork Club The 
Chantones at the Top Hat in 
Windsor . Singer Bill Farrell 
and The Tartans quartet stay o1 
at Club Cliche . Comedian 
Ronald Curtis heads the show at 


Commodore Super ¢ yin Windsor 


... Bernie Berns, comedian, heads 
the Roostertail show Mickey 
Wolff orch at Club A o witl 


singers Barbara Bolden a Belva 

















WaAlnut 2-4677 





























The DEEP RIVER BOYS © 


Starring HARRY DOUGLASS 


Current Gallant Record Hit 


“| DON'T KNOW WHY" 





Curr 
INTERNATIONAL TOUR 
Kursaal D’Ostende, Beigium 





Pers. Mgr.; ED KIRKEBY 





\ p' Wh hite. 





| have 


DETROIT 509 CLUB 
BACK ON NEW SITE 


Detroit, Aug. 11 
Ber Resh, whose 509 Club 
long s Detroit’s principal down 
town nitery until the building wa 
le ! 1 fo a vic centre 
\ pment project, is returning 
the ¢ e biz 
Resh has converted the Garder 


Theatre into a plush, terraced 40( 


a large stage at 
, facilities adequate 10 
The ne 909 Club is on 

iward Ave., town’s main ste 
OI periphery ot the downtown 
rea. Opening is scheduled for last 
week August. Show policy will 
headline strippers with Johnny 
King as singing h¢ Jolly Jack as 





AGVA 


aman Continued from page 63 ee 


972.37 leaving an outstanding 
of $183,090.77 
it is possible to allocate the 


the Sick & Relief Fund 


monies of 


for virtually any use since no ac- 
ounting is given the membership 

of individual grants. Original rea 
n for this was not to embarrass 
se in need of coin. Howeve 


ith this policy of secrecy, it has 


yvecome possible to use the fur 
for any purpose 
Many of the claims upon thi 
fund are legitimate, but 
he union suspect that 


purposes. If 








is ed for political 
any board member finds that he 
ist » to is fund for mone; 
is diff to imagine that 
vote in any other wa e) 
0 i the admu i 
Can't See the Books 
The present group of bo 
rs as well as the admini 
t ie yy Jackie Bright 
tled up any atte t 4 
books for in 
two previous board 
notions were made to have 
of officers audit the fur 
i oted down overv 
Al ardent admini atior 
Oo former presidet 
(re Price at one time tried 
a looksee into these tomes 


t couldn't get past the paid 
e are some who feel tl 


Sick & Relief Fund is payin 


elaborate mailings in the current 
t oY for the election « I 
board members. > 
1 mee ir 
d to pay half the $17 
i t of t t 
J Grossman, appointed as 
fund raiser for the AGVA Founda 
tio! In members have been 
! 1Dout otner I S 
i relief money 
lo \ ns, administratior 
didate { pre sident, has stated that 
ie is } ng for his own campaign 
Asa itter of fact, he said, he has 
refused | offers of financial aid 
n campaign. He said he 
t do it on his own 
In previous vears, the Sick ar 
I Fund statements gave Cas¢ 
I bers and the amount paid t 
Ir ear’s statements, the num- 
bers are omitted and a total of 
e grants paid out from this t 
since the fund has been in ex- 
tence is given 
‘Indebtedness’ 
Just what part, if any, of that 
is been used for political 


cannot be determined 
ent because of its 


urposes 
om the statem 
ilure to reveal names and 
Although the term “grant” is used 
he fund's statement, the origi- 
nal purpose was to lend money to 
t I » were to pay it back 
straightened out 
It is an open secret that some 
are “indebted” to the fund with 
estimates running as high as four 
figures for one member. On the 
other extreme are some other 
board members and/or officers who 
never gone to the fund for 
any reason Others have gotten 
loans during emergencies and have 
paid back the coin 
While the constitution provides 
for inspection of the books by of- 


—— 7) 


dates 


eedy, wh 


as soon as they 


ficers and board members, it hasn't 
been possible to track down the 
disbursements of grants from the 


It's understood that a 
members may finance a 


S&R fund 
group of 


j court case to get at the records. 





j 


Galveston to Build a ‘Disneyland? 


Galveston, Aug. 11. 





Plans for a $4,500,000 amusement center similar to Disneyland 
to be built possibly on Pelican Island were revealed here by local 
layor Herbert Y. Cartwright Jr. Cartwright said negotiations 
have been underway “for some time” with interests in Houston 
ind Pasadena, to construct su a park with revenue bonds issued 
I the cits 

Preliminary surveys have already been made and are still in 
progress,” said Cartwright. “One of the statistics indicate that, ex- 


cluding the Galveston population, 1,081,000 people would visit the 























park during the first year. 

Cartwright said that the costs of research and analysis, location 
and “theme” stud for the park are being borne by the Pasadena 
and Houston interests. He added that the project would not cost 
Galveston citizens anythir The plan would first require the city 
to acquire the land 1 P in Island Development Co. If this 
: be done, at reasonable st, then the city ould eventually 
build the park 

SS — ry 
= : = Continued from page @4 jee ———— |] 
together on floor and made a few (ooo a 
legitimate dance moves 


Girls Move On 
happy st. 


Close One Spot, 
The 
spot for joy 


proprietor of this 
Pablo 
had been shuttered once 
some time ago. This did not slow 
up ‘ibe Pablo. He broke 
e official seals and resumed 
operations without the sanction of 
ity permit. Several weeks ago 

authorities cracked down on 
Pablo again. So crew of 15- 
-old “B” girls have been 
transferred to another of his 


1 
seekers, one 


Bernabe, 






The completely new 
HOTEL AVERY, with 
> private bath and TV 
in all rooms, wilf 
make your visit to 


his 





SEA LTIT TRE ARI, 


yeal 


spots until the heat is off Boston a memorable 
Civic leaders, apart from the one. Located in the 
yor terming the capital a ea of the shopping and enter. 
sewer of vice” in all its forms, are tainment district. Children under 14 
so campaigning for a perpetual FREE. Parking facilities. Sensibly 


clubs 
around 


priced, too! 
Avery & Washington Sts, 


shutdown of pela 
rets, cantinas, etc All 














‘perimeters of the downtown Opposite Boston Common 
ea are found the lively-named HU 2-8000 
ibs,” with these not only adept 
lipping Mickey Finns to the SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 
unwary, but also headquarters for 
secmne Gruss or whet ae i. — 
including the peddling of flesh DA 
Adjacent to most of the so-called Ss | 
ciudos are the “hotels de paso” 
hotels also known as joy CURRENTLY 
1€s where rooms can pe 
rented for a long or short number Canadian 
of minutes, and no questions asked s a 
Many Third-Rate Clubs B Circuit 





clubs 
such 


xX 


-rate night 
include 
El Siglo 





offer a thril 
s as the Savoy 








I Brujas The Witches El 
Azteca (The Aztec), Los Cocos 
The Coconuts the Dandy, La 
Bola (The Ball) and scores upon 
res of others. These generally 
keep late hours, long after the 
regular 2 a.m. curfew for spots of 
pe, and the “variety acts” \ Contact: HARRY BREYN 
ffere as not bald- CHICAGO 

















R lation in the « _ ———__— a 
s on getting far out of eaLLY 
Line what with hophe ids and GLASON’S FUN-MASTER 
criminal elements in their cups PROFESSIONAL 
*niy taking a fancy to start COMEDY MATERIAL 
I ting with revolvers just for : 
Perspect dadepeage sede ciate a for all Theatricals 
- ent, or for a fancied signt “We Service the Stars” 
ike a tourist refusing to have a 


Big Temporary Special on All 


with 35 Gag Files for $15, Plus $1.00 Postage 


ociable beer or tequila one 





if the characters It is a thousand Foreign: $1.50 ea., 35 _for $40 
to one th it the drink is spiked so @ 2 Parody Books, Per Bk. ... $106 
it the venturesome dupe is . Sone Se Per Bk. .. s e 
~atuoe . stent f. 66 @” @ Minstrel vdget . : * 
alyzed, thus giving his “host Mow te Master the Ceremonies 
a chance to help themselves to $3 per Copy 
contents of his pockets No C.0.D “Always Open” 


BILLY ‘GLASON 
200 W. S4th St., N.Y.C., 19 CO 5-1316 
WE TEACH EMCEEING and COMEDY) 
Professional Train You) 


lubs have been 
inevitably 


shootings 
a frequent 
the innocent bystander being the 
one to suffer. Now,. bribes or not, 
the higher-ups in the administra- 
tion have sent word down the line 
to police precincts: clean up your 
listricts, or else 


in the ¢ 
event, with 


(Let a Real 


NICK 




















And in Mexico that “or else” 
can have a biting sting with petty CA a 
sources of income cut away com- 


pletely, dismissal in disgrace, and 
no chance to improve position in 
the constantly fluctuating political 
picture. Since every Mexican hates 
to lose face, as well hard cash, } 
the drastic orders are now being 


and His Troubadors 
NOW PLAYING 


BAL TABARIN 


followed up. And this means a 
safe and sane Mexican vacation 
for American males looking for CRYSTAL BAY 


trouble in the land of manara. At 


NEV. 
least for the moment. 


LAKE TAHOE, 




















RAJAH RABOID 


Mystery and Laughs Galore 


Direction: MILES INGALLS, New York 
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A.C. Drying on Way to the Bank 


The 


comes as a 


boff July business, despite 
surprise here. Many 


Atlantic City, Aug. 11 
rainfall which set a new record 


visitors are reporting the best month in their history 


Bot! 


ports 


bank deposits and luxury 
During July, bank deposit 
$17,198,051 over the $128,341,900 
sented an increase of 11% 


Deposits -were $25,582,976 above 


in the business of entertaining 
y tax receipts confirm the re- 
s were $145.539,951, a hike of 
for July of last year. It repre- 


those 


for July of 1957, a boost of some 21°. They exceeded deposits for 
July of 1956 by $39,920,868, an increase of 36°%. 

Luxury tax figures, regarded as a sure barometer on “how's 
business,’ jumped to the highest peak in their 12-year history 
Up until Aug. 1 they were $106,071 ahead of last year. They ex- 
ceeded the 1957 receipts for the similar seven-month period by 
$53,543, and 1957 was the best year since the tax was introduced 

Luxury tax collections up to Aug. 1 amounted to $700,995. For 
the s seven months last year were $594,924. Collections for 
July, reflecting for the most part business done in June, amount- 
ed to $182,087. In July of last year they were $146,051 

The tax is collected on guest rooms, amusements, liquor and to- 


bacco sales and is paid mostly 


by visitors. 











- a 
Fairs Get Moving 
— = = Continued from page 63 die 
said Francis Robinson, architect,; Sept. 10 and runs through Sept 
prexy of South Shore Art Center, | 19, has set a lengthy list of talent 
and chairman of the judging panel. to be presented in the big Ken- 
Edward M. Dwyer, fair prexy,| tucky Fair & Exposition Center 
aid we feel we can draw a much Tony Bennett will appear in a 
irger field if competitors are re-! free show in Freedom Hall, Thurs- 
eved of the embarassment of day night, Sept 10 Rosemary 


] 
] 
having to 
c 


appeer before a big 

owd in a skimpy bathing suit.” 

rhe femmes be judged on 

intellect, personaiity and _ talent, 


plus how they fill an evening gown 


Chitwood's Daredevils 
S. Weymouth, Mass, Aug. 11 
The 94th annual Weymouth Fair4 








got nderway Sunday (9) for a 
sever run. Joie Chitwood & 
His De Riders, auto daredevil 
act, is the free show. Pari-mutuel 
horse racing has a six-day run 
throug Saturda’s 
Fair will close with big fireworks 
dis} 
Kentucky Books ‘Em Big 
Louisville, Aug. 11 
Annual Kentucky State Fair 
wl opens with a preview on 


GATE 
QUARTET 


Currently 


ITALY 


FRANCESCO FIOR 


Thanks to 


CIRCLE ARTISTS CORP. 
48 West 48th Street, N. Y. 
PL 7-7100 

















4é ’ 
THE COMEDIAN” 
The Only Real Monthly 

PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 

THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 
Now in ite 108th Issue, containing 
steries, one-liners, poemettes, song 
titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mone- 
parodies, double gags, bits, 
intros, Impressions and = im- 
personstions, political, interruptions. 
Thoughts of the Day, Humerous 
Views of the News, etc. $20 yearly 
intreductery Offer: Last 12 issues $15 
Single Issues $3 
Foreign: $30 Yr.—Single Issues $4 
No C.0.D.'s 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 











Clooney, Kentucky native, wil! pre- 


sent two admission charge shows 
daily in Freedom Hall, Friday- 
Saturday-Sunday (10-11-12 Sky 
King and his niece Penny, tele- 
vision faves, will give three cuffo 
shows on Monday (14) and three 


on Tuesday (15). 
The Gene Autry show Is skedded 


for a pay performance Thursday 
17), and two pay shows daily on 
Friday-Saturday 18-19 Gordon 
MacRae will be m.c. and will sing 
during the evening Horse Show 
Monday through Saturday. This is 
the Kentucky Fair’s big event 
with an admish charge, climaxed 
by the Grand Championship 
Saturday (19 

Other attractions booked are 
the U.S. Navy Steel Band, to play 
a total of 20 free concerts in the 
Exposition wing, Sept 11-18; So- 
ciety Circus, troupe of performing 
poodles, free daily; various sport- 
ing events, including a football 
game between Western Kentucky 
State College and the U. of Louis- 
ville, with possibility that Louis- 
ville Colonels baseball team, now 
leading the American Ass! will 
appear in the playoffs in the 
stadium for three nights; Rural 


Gospel Quartet contest, a feature 
which has been growing in popu- 
larity each year, will again be 
presented in Freedom Hal! 


“Out Of The Darkness.” a fire- 
works extravaganza with a re- 
ligioso theme, is set tentatively for 
Sunday and Monday nights in the 
Stadium. Whether it will be pre- 
sented additional nights depends 
on the American Assn. playoffs 
L. “Doc” Cassidy, former direc- 


tor of special events for the Ken- 
tucky Fair, says his show will con- 
sist of more than 8.000 tubes of 
multicolored fire and 100 aerial 
shells used to illustrate the story 


of Creation and other Biblical 
scenes. The production is non- 
denominational. 


Piazza’s Memph Benefit 


Memphis, Aug. 11 

Marguerite Piazza, who makes 
her home here, will star at a bene- 
fit for the Memphis Sinfonietta 
League Oct. 16 at the plush Mem- 
phis Country Club. Miss Piazza 
the wife of William Condon, v.p. 
of the American Snuff firm here, 
will be accompanied by Lester 
Lanin’s orch. 

Minimum donation is $100 a cou- 
ple. 























Mot. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York | 





























THE EMPIRE 
PALMER HOUSE, 





Thanks to Merrie! Abbott 





The Amazing Stars of “WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND” 


Lucille and Eddie ROBERTS 


Currently 4th Week 


ROOM 
ye Mgt. M.C.A. 





| the 


| bers 


‘ ® ’ . 

'Carrillo as Cuffo Emcee 
Of Chi’s Pan Am Show 
Chicago, Aug. 11 
Leo Carrillo has been tapped 

hospitality committee for 
Pan American Games to 
special stageshow for the 
participating athletes ana officials 


' 
Like Carrillo, the acts will do their 


y 
the the 
emcee 

2 500 


turns gratis as though playing a 
benefit. Show will be held on the 
U. of Chicago campus on the night 
of Aug. 27, opening day of the Pan 
Am event. 

Musicians for the show are be- 


ing paid out of AFM’s contingency 
funds, and the hospitality commit- 
tee is trying to line up bands for 
nightly dances at the Pan Am 
hospitality centre 


Deegan, P.R. Man, 
Spearheads 1964 
N.Y. World’s Fair 


Another World's Fair is being 
projected for 1964 in New York, 
commemorating the 300th anniver- 
sary of the naming of the city. The 
movement to create the ‘fair is 
spearheaded by a public re/ations 
man, and a committee of 25. none 
from the sphere of show biz. al- 
though it will be one of the major 


lures, has been appointed. Al- 
though World’s Fairs come some- 
what under the realm of public 


relations, it will be the first time 
that the actual formation was done 
by a pressagent 

rhe announcement that New 
York will encore the 1939-40 
World’s Fair at Flushing Meadows 
made by New York’s Mayor 
Robert F. Wagner who declared it 
will be “bigger and better” than its 
predecessor. At least, it will cost 
three times as much. About $500,- 


Was 


000,000 will have to be raised to 
get the venture open, as against 
$155,000.,000 cost of the 1939-40 


extravaganza. 

Mayor Wagner has appointed a 
committee o; 25 businessmen to 
organize the venture and draw uf 
plans. The committee will meet 
next Tuesday (18), at which time 
it will be enlarged to 50 members 
to include some representatives of 
large firms who will be exhibitor 
prospects, Committee chairman is 
Thomas J. Deegan, the public rela- 
tions man. 

General counsel of the commit- 
tee, Abraham K. Kaufman, has al- 
ready filed for permission to hold 
a World's Fair from the Bureau 
Internationale des Expositions 
Theme of the fair will be “Peace 
Through Understanding.” 

The committee predicts that the 
1964 exposition will bring about 
$6,000,000,000 worth of tourism 
and other business into New York. 
With the age of fast and low-priced 
travel, the show will be within 
quick reach of the majority of the 
world’s population. The accrued 
benefit to the city of the '39-'40 fair 
was estimated at $1,000,000,000 

The 1,257-acre site at Flushing 
Meadows is again being considered. 
Of all the buildings constructed 
there for 1939, only the Aquacade 
show place of the N. Y. State Ex- 
hibit), used by Billy Rose, and one 
other building now being used as 
a skating rink, remain. A 50,000- 
seat stadium, to be used for a new 
major league baseball team, will be 
built near the projected fair site, 
but will not interfere with current 
building plans, it’s said. 

The first draft of the committee 
has none who are strictly in show 
biz. The closest to the theatrical 
realm are Robert Kreindler, of the 
family operating the 21 Restaurant, 
long a show biz haven, and Douglas 
Leigh, who builds the Broadway 
spectaculars. Deegan, the pub-rela- 
tions man, had some show biz ex- 
perience as an officer in the Army, 
with the Army War Show. He was 
connected with the late Robert 
Young's Alleghany Corp. during its 
successful fight to take over the 
N.Y. Central. Alfred E. Perlman, 
president of the N.Y. Central, is a 
member of the committee, as is 
Thomas J. Shanahan, president of 
Federation Bank & Trust, 
which is involved in the present 
Title I issue in N.Y. The sole labor 






|} rep is Harry Van Arsdale, president 
| of the Central Labor Council of the 
| AFL-CIO. 


It’s likely that show biz mem- 
will be included when the 


} committee is expanded. 


Atlantic City’s July a Jampacker; 
Capades 607, Ahead; Piers, Cafes Big 


Atlantic City, Aug. 11 
With the clinching July bai 
and luxury tax figures yet t 
there is little doubt but that 
resort has had one of its bigges 
Julys, this despite the rain which 
fell for nearly a week 
middle of the month 


Mayor Joseph 


cauring the 


Altman, speaking 


before the jiocal Kiwanis Club 
said the resort is enjoying one of 
the best seasons in its history, and 
declared the major facelifting job 
done by the municipality and 
hotel and motel interests was 
partially responsible for the wave 
of prosperity. He cited the $9,- 
000,000 improvement program here 
as transforming an “old lady” in- 
to a “Vivacious young teenage! 
who wants to romp and play.” 

All business catering to sum 


mer throngs is pleasantly surprised 
with the unexpected jump last 
month 

John H. Harris, 
Capades,” which opened in Con- 
vention Hall July 24, reports a 
hike of 60° over the opening week 
last year. As last year was the big- 
gest “Ice Capades,” which breaks 
in its new show here each year, 
has ever had, it looks as if it might 
have its biggest season, as August 
is a bigger month, usually 

At Steel Pier, George Hamid Jr 
says business was-best in July 
since the early ‘40s. Should it con- 
tinue through August, there is no 
doubt that it will pier 
season in its history 

Steeplechase, Million Dollar 
both for the most part catering to 
the moppet trade, and Central with 
its exhibits, also are pulling them 
in larger numbers. Garden Pier 
offering cuffo concerts, has capac- 


owner of “Ice 


give best 


ity audiences for all shows. Same 
holds for motion picture houses 
which are doing top business. A 
number of hot, muggy days here 
helped send them to the aircon- 
ditiened houses. 

All night clubs are doing well 


Frank Sinatra, recently at the 500 
Club for an eight-day stand, gave 


rest July Harlen with Larry 
Steele revue featurin Billy 
Daniels for two weeks drew near 
capacity weekdays and ropes up 
and reservations a must on week- 
ends. Lesser spots had similar re- 
po ts 

Two big conventions, Shriners 
and Housewares show which 
brought more than 60,000 here, 
helped, but it’s the increased vaca- 
iion crowd which puts added cath 
into the registers 





New Arena 


=n Continued from page 64 jaa 


the customer the extra*5°e and 
every one of them is in there 
swinging for the name talent, the 


banquets and the convention busi- 


necs The Holiday House does 
the biggest banquet business in 
the city and consistently has the 
district's best show, winter and 


summer 
The Twin Coaches, run by Tony 
and Rose Calderone, is the biggest 


spot, seating 1,400, and will buy 
anything that comes along that 
they think can make a buck. How- 
ever, the room is 30 miles from 
the city and in the winter gam- 
bling on big names is hazardous 
due to weather conditions when 


snow can kill a weekend 
The Ankara 
eries, goes in 


oldest of the plush- 
for names occasion- 
ally (‘next week, Gretchen Wyler) 
but does its good steady business 
with good food and weli-produced 
ice shows. 

The Town House, owned by 
Mike and Danny Ambriola, just 
did capacity business with Sammy 
Davis Jr. and is looking ferward 
to big weeks with such stars as 
Shelley Berman and Eartha Kitt. 
the New Arena, the 
only room in downtown Pitt, is 
going after everything: stars, con- 
vention business, business lunches, 
good food and everything to re- 
semble Chicago's Chez Paree or 
Buffale’s Town Casino 


However, 





Paul “Skinny” D’Amato his big- 








CIRO RIMAC 


LATIN RHYTHMS 
and REVUE 


RUBITA and CARMITA 
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Currently Until Sept. 7 at the 
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with 
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"A spectacular revue—fieste 


A Complete Unit for Stage, Floor Show, 
Hotels and Lounges 


singing, swinging, soaring to the new 


heights of dancing rhythm and beauty.” 


BOOKING NOW 


Permanent Address: 


CiRO RIMAC 
33 W. 63rd St., New York 23, N. Y. 
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Blue Angel, N. Y. 
George Matson, Diana Trask, 
Ronnie Schell, Bud & Travis; $6 


mintmum 


Even the most experienced and 
competent performer can be handi- 
capped by a cold audience. That 
apparently was the fate of Diana 
Trask, an Australian singing im- 
port, and Ronnie Schell, a Coast 
comedian, 
night caught. Both came on late 
when the room was half filled and 
faced an unresponsive audience. 
The reaction of the clientele, which 
at this time of year is probably 
dominated by tourists unfamiliar 
with intimery type of entertain- 
ment, is not a true indication of 
their ability. 

Miss Trask, who has gained con- 
siderable publicity as Frank Sina- 
tra's protege, is a looker with a torso 
to match. She has a small albeit 
husky voice that exudes sexiness 
with a Marilyn Monroe type of 
breathiness. She cuddles a ballad 
in almost a whisper and appeared 
to gain the aud’s attention if not 
their enthusiasm. She handles up- 
beat numbers neatly and might do 
well to pursue more progressive 
arrangements. 

Aussie lass has basic talent and 
beauty in spades, but has yet to as- 
sume a special identification. She 
could use Sinatra as an example. 
Her song selection is so-so. Her 
repertoire includes “Gorna Live 
Till I Die,” “Don’t Look at Me That 


Way,” “I Got Lost in His Arms” | 
“Let's Face the Music and) 


and 
Dance.” She can drop, te her ad- 
vantage, a number called “I Don’t 


Love Any Man But My Daddy.” If | 


Miss Trask couldn't sing a note, 
most men would be content to sit 
and stare. 

Ronnie Schell’s material runs 
from innocuous to brilliant. His 
takeoff on swish Hollywood west- 
ern stars just ain’t funny and gets 
him off to a slow start. He picks up 
momentum somewhat with his sa- 
tire of a Presidential cabinet meet- 
ing conducted by Jim Hagerty, 
Eisenhower's press secretary. Some 
of the barbs are sharp, but others 
are heavy-handed and tasteless. He 
then scores solidly with a carica- 
ture of the NBC-TV news show, 
the Huntley-Brinkley report. 

George Matson, a record panto- 
mist. and Bud & Travis’ guitar- 
wielding songsters, fared better, 
having more flamboyant acts. Mat- 
son has been around the nitery 
circuit and his depiction of goofy 
femmes is always fresh and funny. 
His mouthings, accompannied by 
truly inventive choreography, are 
superb. The three outstanding vig- 


nettes are “Guess Who I Saw To-! 


day,” with a surprise blackout fin- 
ish: a striptease, and a Yma Sumac 
takeoff. 

Bud & Travis, American lads 
who favor Latin songs, brought the 
audience back to life despite the 
lateness of the hour. They exude 
authenticity with their folk tunes, 
but don’t take themselves seriously 
and play against their real artistry 
with screwball introductions and 
ad libbing. All the tunes in their 


songalog are first-rate, ranging 
from a Peruvian folker to “Sloop 
Joun B.” Holl. 


Biltmore Terrace, M. B. 
Miami Beach, Aug. 4 

“Tropicai Nights,” produced by 
Art Gordon; staged by Henry Boy- 
er; with Leonela Gonzales, Los Ro- 
meros & Estelita, Raquel & Rolan- 
do, Los Guarecheros, Watusses 
Trio, Sirelda, Line (10), Len Daw- 
son Orch; $3.50 and $6.50 food or 


bev. minimums, 


Here is a new entry on the ho 
cafe circuit here, both as to loca- 
tion and revue. This northernmost 
(on Beach proper) inn has built 
a 250-seater (‘already being ex- 
panded) and true to inclinations 
of its new owners from Cuba, 
brought 
minda in authenticity and flash of 
many Havana nitery presentations 
of native Cubano talent. 
hit with locals and tourists alike 
and is being held through the fall 
season with producer Art Gordon, 
who assembled the package, al- 
ready planning a winter edition to 
follow 

The acts contained in this fast- 
paced affair are all new 
Slates, gathered from Havana and 
hinterland Cubano spots. Leonela 


Gonzales and the show's choreog- | 
for | 


rapher Henry Boyer make 
zesty exponents of the Latino dance 
in all forms and hip-swings. 
handles her varied assignments 
with touch of ballet class, and looks 
the topliner terper. Boyer is equal- 
ly adept at the whirls, heel & toe, 
hip-swing routines 


Sirelda handles the native songs | 


in typically frantic manner to zing 
eff the first production number, 
which serves to intro a young and 
colerfully costumed mixed line 
that approach their work with 
consistent enthusiasm to set the 


at the Blue Angel on} 


in a production that re- | 


It’s a big , 


to the, 


She | 


| headlong pace for the rest of the | 


90-minute wing-ding. 

The more commercial Cubano 
torso-tossings, is the cha-cha-cha 
steppings that Beach cafegoers are 
familiar with, are dispatched with 
skilled ease by Raquel & Rolando 
And, for the flamenco phases, Los 
Romeros & Estelita are the show- 
stoppers. The femme member of 
the trio is a looker who captures 
aud-fancy in no uncertain terms 
Their patterns show off skill at 
all the native dance variations, 
particularly in a bullfighters-cape 
interpretation that sets the palms 
meeting throughout. 

Afro-Cuban in concept—and wild 
—are the Watusses trio, two males 
ard a femme. Their gyrations 
make most such dance delineators 
look mild. Add their post-teenage 
looks and vitality and the pic is 
one of a frenzied routining, but 
| containing the refinements needed 
|to keep the whole in disciplined 
tempo. 

Comedy, via song (Spanish) and 
instruments, is provided to break 
the song-dance run by the adept 
Los Guarecheros trio. who also fill 
out on the group productions mid- 
way and through to finale, adding 
te the solid beat required — and 
well provided by — Len Dawson's 
orch. 

This is a unit that could play 
most anywhere. That it has been 
fitted onto a comparatively small 
stage with only one side open for 
entrance-and-exit, without losing 
flavor or pace is a tribute to its 
stagers. Possibilities via showings 
in expanded form on more com- 
modious stages is obvious. That 
the Biltmore Terrace’s manage- 
ment has begun work on just such 
expansion of both room and stage 
area, is answer to the click here 

Lary. 


Mister Kelly's, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 4 
Larry Adler (with Ellis Lar 
kins), Betty Bennett, Marz-Frigo 
Trio; $1 cover. 


The harmonica wasn't really in- 

vented for Larry Adler, but it 
might just as well have been. The 
slim little performer has given 
the instrument its greatest prestige. 
including international concert hall 
status. On this, his first session in 
Chi in over nine years, Adler's 
| remarkable virtuosity comes across 
| with no lost brilliance for the toll- 
| ing years since the town last gan- 
dered him. 

If his preem show here was 
typical, the harmonicist inspires 
cafe crowds to a reverence that’s 
rapt enough to squelch even the 
bar cash register for the 30 or so 
minutes he’s on. Hot mitting 
throughout was climaxed with 
|‘‘more! more!” clamoring at beg- 
off 

Adler plies a cabaret savvy cata- 
log that ranges from Bach to blues, 
and sandwiching Gershwin, Elling- 
ton and Porter, among others. Each 
offering is fresh evidence of 
his artistry, not the least being 
a basically banal “Sleepy Lagoon” 
that he refurbishes with some ex- 
quisite jazz intonations. His tech- 
nical skill and extraordinary imagi- 
nation never lapse into musical 
melodramatieg or flashiness for its 
own sake. His patter is wry and 
literate and altogether charming. 
His longtime 88er Ellis Larkins 
provides stellar support with the 
house combo. 

Betty Bennett is an okay curtain- 
raiser in sheath gown, though she 
never quite rallied the house with 
her atonal, top-of-the-head stylings. 
She has a pleasant manner, how- 
ever, and with such tunes as “Re- 
mind Me” and “Mountain Green- 
ery” going for her, managed here 
and there to bridge the distance to 
tablers. Marx-Frigo threesome, per 
usual, fashion adroit backing. Peg- 


gy King toplines Aug. 31. Pit. 


Gatineau. Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 7. 
Hi-Lites (3), Dor 
othy Kramer Dancers (4) with 
Roger Palmer, Russ Thomas Orch 
(8); $1 admission 


Jamal Twins, 





Gatineau Club comes up with a 
solid bit of nitery fare this week. 
Topping it are the Jamal Twins, 
sockuv stint of bellydancers (New 


Acts). Terpers are lookers, young 
but with plenty experience. Hi- 
| Lites, local faves, improve with 


every booking and this date they 
show slickness and savvy greater 
| than ever. They do a nice medley 
of tunes a la Francaise, getting big 
| reception here where most table- 
sitters know French, Bits of com- 
| edy by the red-topped member of 
the threesome are crisp and nicely 
| handled. 

Dorothy Kramer Dancers with 
| Roger Palmer are held over in two 
| routines and introduce a new “bat” 
bit this week to good reception. 
Russ Thomas house band plays for 
shows and dancing. In the lounge, 
| Kay Denison 88s. Gorm. 


500 Club, A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 8. 

Milton Berle, Betty George, Stan 
Fisher, Metropolitan Sextet, George 
Tapps Dancers (5), Jack Curtiss, 
Joe Frasetto, Pete Miller Orch 
(10); $2 admission, $5 minimum 
Sat. only, 


With four strong acts, each of 
which he invades to earn booming 
yocks, Milton Berle returns to Paul 
(Skinny) D’Amato’s 500 Club for 
another summer stint which will 
last for eight days, embracing two 
Saturday nights, when the boff 
business jars the registers. 

Berle brings back three of the 
acts which played with him in the 


club last year in the unit which 
appeared in Las Vegas earlier. 
Well paced, it offers maximum 


entertainment through 90 minutes 
during which vet comic is onstage 
much of the time yocking it up 
either with the ringsiders or mem- 
bers of his group 

Berle enters through audience, 
and first shoos all waiters into 
kitchen, then clobbers front tablers 
with neat asides to set mood. He 
then brings on bosomy Betty 
George, a looker and beautifully 
gowned in a low-necked evening 
dress which gives comic plenty to 
work on, orally and visually, and 
he does. Miss George shows that 
she has more than a becoming 
chassis by piping “Let There Be 
Love” to bow off to top applause, 
while Berle owlishly peeps 

Stan Fisher is back to show his 
artistry with harmonica and to 
clown with Berle, the pair closing 
with “Night and Day” as comic 
works second harmonica to delight 
of all. Bows off to best returns. 

Shows top spot finds Berle as a 
baggypants clown cavorting amid 
Metropolitan Sextet which gets off 
to a good start with selections from 
operas but never knows a minute 
of peace when comic mixes with 
them, in action and in song. 

George Tapps Dancers, two fem- 
mes and three boys, give great bit 
of precision stuff in which they are 
left on their own through three 
numbers. They are joined by Berle, 
also dressed as dancer, and he 
does just that, and only that, to 
conclude his show. Sammy Liner 
at piano and Joe Frasetto with 
Pete Miller orch give fine backing 

Berle brings in best unit Ver- 
million room has had this season 
lt is well balanced throughout with 
Berle comedy so strong that the 
near capacity audience gave it de- 
served mitting throughout. Now 
and then blue, he is never offen- 
sive. He will play eight days, as 
did Sinatra, with Vermillion room 
being closed, as per announced 
plans, until Aug. 22 when Jack E 
Leonard and Andrew Sisters come 
in Walk. 


Feuntainhead. 
New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 7. 
y Berman, Soocha Renay 
Crawford, Bonnie Marie, 
Rodgers Combo (5 $5 





Those who call Shelley Berman 
a “sick” comic are making a mis- 
take. If his humor is “sick,” it’s 


because the world itself is unwell. 
The sensitive, sad-eyed performer 
more the actor than comic, mirrors 
the lives of the “little people.”” The 
gifted storyteller presents the saga 
of the average man in almost doc- 
umentary form 

Shelley unveiled a new character 
in an hour's turn at his Fountain- 
head opening—a pathetic charac- 
ter named Alvin. Seated on his 
usual stool, Berman has Alvin tele- 
phoning his girl, Shirley, for a 
post-date conversation. Their talk 
has all the unhappy qualities of 
the bachelor boy-girl relationship 
and reflects the insecurities of the 
dating crowd. This monolog broke 
p the crowd, as did his familiar 
norning-after-the-night-before rou- 
tine 

But Berman also can be the sa- 


tirist. In a merciless spoof of Men- 
otti and the English-language 
opera, he improvises his own ver- 


sion of “Amahl and the Night Vis- 
itors’’—with almost savage results. 
li will be difficult for anyone to 
take the Christmas classic serious- 
ly after hearing the Berman ver- 
sion 

This comic will be accepted by 
any audience in any type of room 
and doesn’t deserve the “far-out” 
label which is sometimes attached 
to him. He is pioneering in the 
comedy field by dipping in depth 
into the vast storehouse of human 
emotions virtually untouched by 
the smart-alee one-liner boys. 
| Soocha Renay, a well-stacked, 
| Smartly-gowned “Continental chan- 
teuse,” is another trouper with a 
| modern touch to her act. Singing 
| in seven languages (French, Italian, | 
| Russian, Hebrew, Polish, German | 
j}and English), the Vienna-born | 
| singer performs with dignity, good | 


taste and humor while getting 
across some gayly risque lyrics. 


Although her voice is good, Miss | 


Renay depends mainly on clever 
parodies prepared for her by ar- 
ranger-lyricist Harry Blum. Rather 
than singing a song in French, then 
in German, to show her language 
versatility, she integrates the vari- 
ous tongues into arrangements 
which almost come off as 
travelog. 

Some of her more effective ar- 
rangements are a parody on “She 
Came A Long Way From St. Louis” 
and a calypso with Chinese, Nor- 
wegian and Russian overtones. She 
does her best on an uptempo ver- 
sion of “Don’t Blame Me.” 

Managed by Anna Sosenko, Soo- 
cha’s act has all the earmarks of a 
well-planned operation. She. too, 
would be welcome in almost any 
type of room ; 

_Emcee-singer Johnny Crawford 


gives the show a smart opening 
with an uptempo “I Hear Music” 
and dancer Bonnie Marie does 


some lively stepping. Mickey Rod- 


gers and his combo back all the 
acts but Berman's, who works 
without a band. Bitt. 








House Review 
Radio City Musie Hall 

Russell Markert production of 
“Summer Festival” with Kirby 
Jane Mooney, Lottie Brunn, Joan 
Dexter, The Duquaines, Corps de 
Ballet with Doris White, Rockettes. 
The Choraleers, Music Hall Sym 
phony Orch; settings by James 
Stewart Morcom; costumes, Frank 
Spencer; “North by Northwest” 
(M-G) reviewed in Variety, July 
1, 38. 

















Theme of the Music Hall's cur- 
rent hotweather stage presentation 
is “Summer Festival,” and there's 
enough splash, color and move- 
ment in the show to justify the 
ambitious tag. All the flash and 
dazzle that out-of-towners have 
come to expect ef “the landmark” 
are present and the settings are as 
elaborate as any seen at the Hall. 
Yet, the show doesn’t have the 
imagination that's gone into some 
of its predecessors 
_ Program is built on the assump- 
tion that the customers come ex- 
pecting to see a “show” in the real 
sense of the word, the kind of 
spectacle that can’t be had any- 
where else. The acts, fer the most 
part, are designed to that end. 
from the colored lights playing on 


the orchestra during the overture | 


to the luminous designs formed by 
the ballet and the sock firale, when 
a huge pyramid of lights rises from 
the deoth of the stage, accompa- 
nied by a thunderous chorus of 
“Serenade to the Stars.” 


_ There's a featured soloist this 
time with the orchestra, Kirby 
Jane Mooney of Centralia, Tl! 


whom the Hall spotted playing the 
trumpet on the Ted Mack Original 
Amateur Hour. Miss Mooney joins 
in an elongated version of Fritz 
Kreisler’s *“Zigeunerweisen.” She 
blows loud and clear and with con- 
siderable virtuosity. Whether this 
is the ideal piece for a trumpet 
solo is open to question, but the 
audience obviously approves. 

Doris White is the soloist in a 
brief Corps de Ballet number en- 
titled “Waltzes,” also danced to 
Kreisler music, which seems to be 
a favorite this session. Staging is 
effective and the costumes are 
pretty, though the dancing isn’t up 
to snuff and barely qualifies as 
“ballet.” 

The Choraleers provide a snappy 
change in pace. The 10 girls and 
14 boys intro with a rhythm nov- 
elty, go into a soulful rendition of 
“Gigi,” and perk again with “Bat- 
tle of New Orleans” in up tempo 
This segues into the Rockettes, this 
time attired in silver-and-red and 
outlined effectively against a black 


a| 


| Moulin Rouge, H’woed 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

| Sophie Tucker, Ted Lewis, Ted 
| Shapiro, Eddie Chester, Cathy Ba- 
sic, Chop-Chop & Charlene, Rene 
| & His Continental Artists, Donn 
Arden’s “Big Ben Beat,” Dick Sta- 
bile Orch (13); $5.50 package. 





A combined hundred years of en- 
tertainment are wrapped up in an 
effervescent red hot mama named 
| Sophie Tucker and an unhurried 
tophatted clarinet player name 
Ted Lewis who, for the first time, 
have joined forces to chronicle 
that century. The memorabilia and 
scattered novelty in their Moulin 
Rouge show are successfully un- 
leashed, and the pairing is not 
likely to end here. 

Frank Sennes has. proved his 
showmanship once more by sign- 
ing the two performers tor an 
appearance together, and whatever 
kinks were present on opening 
night were more than balanced by 
the excitement of show business 
history. Miss Tucker, in her skill- 
fully emphatic tones, went through 
her act, and Lewis, in his easy, 
polished manner, went through his. 
Then they took centre stage to- 
gether, and the room was theirs, 
If and as the act continues, addi- 
tional special material combining 
the unique talents of these two 
veterans is a must, for audiences 
are more than doubly entranced by 
the duo'ing of two entertainers, 
each of whom can raise the roof 
alone. 

A touching climax to a show that 
included Miss Tucker's “Some of 
These Days” and Lewis’ “When 
My Baby Smiles at Me” was 
“There’s Only a Few of Us Left,” 
counting the show biz greats who 
are still around today. Ted Shapiro, 
with his usual aplomb, accompanies 
Miss Tucker, and Lewis has con- 
siderable help from his original 
Shadow, Eddie Chester ‘who belts 
out a roilicking southland tune 
himself) and pretty, talented Cathy 
Basic. While entertaining for ‘the 
most part, Lewis’ burlesque with 
the magic act, Chop-Chop & Char- 
lene, is too leng. 

Donn Arden’s “Big Ben Beat” 
opens the show, and Rene & His 
Continental Artists, a puppet act, 
follows. Dick Stabile’s orch does 
fine for terpers, but needs faster 
pace in accompanying Lewis. Cur- 
rent booking continues for three 
weeks, Ron. 


King’s Club, Dallas 


Dallas, Aug. 8. 


Del Rubio Triplets, Raul Arram- 
bide, Internationals (3); no cover 
or minimum. 


Del Rubio Triplets are in their 
first date at this plush privatery in 
the Adolphus Hotel, where two 
years ago they headlined in the 
hostel’s Century Room. This time 
around the blonde sisters offer an 
exciting 40-mnute_ stint, twice 
nightly, and the »olished perform- 
ance by the Panamanian girls 
leaves no doubt they can headline 
in large, public bistros. 

Animated sesh is primarily high- 
lighted by the throaty harmony; 
in perfect vocal unity the triplets 
offer a smart song session. Opening 
with “Rockabye Baby,” they segue 
into “Makin’ Whoopee” and the 
ear-bending harmony is socked 

‘over with a great “What Will I 
Tell My Heart” and “Mr. Wonder- 
ful.” Well-stacked lookers, sexily 
clad in strapless black gowns—slit 
in front to the waist for lotsa gam 
show—make it versatile with some 
strutting and light terping. Pace 
change has Milly and Eadie fret- 
ting guitars as the trio gives Span- 
ish lyrics to ‘Enlloro.” With Elena 
shaking maracas, Eadie banging a 
bongo drum and Milly beating 


cutout of the N. Y. skyline. Their| claves, thrushes capture the tab- 


number has the wsual precision 
and clicks on all heels, though’it’s 
not as imaginative as in the past 
and the figures seem to be more 
or less a repeat on the Rockette 
standards. 

Lottie Brunn works hard at her 
juggling act and is standout in her 
difficult act. She performs with 
grace and a lot of movement, not 
missing a trick in her wide reper- 
toire. Stance has a kind of rapid 
quality that sees her progressing 
from the difficult to the almost 
impossible. She goes off to big 
mitting. 

The entire company joins as 
Joan Dexter introes “Serenade to 
the Stars,” giving way to the Du- 
quaines in a tricky terp solo. Then 
the thousands of bulbs light up 


and the stage glitters to the im- | 


pressive finale, which somewhere 
comes out of nowhere and doesn’t 
really fit in with the theme of the 
show. Nevertheless, it's quite an 
eyeful. The Music Hall Orchestra 
under Leon Zawisza supports the 
show and the acts capab one 
Vt. 


lers with sizzling body English and 

Spanish vocals of “Cumana” and 
“Esto Es Felicidad.” Smart turn, 
with tambourines, includes “Stay 
On the Right Side. Sister.” “Your 
Cheating Heart.” “Man Is a Ne- 
cessary Evil” and playing toy slip- 

horns between choruses of “76 
Trombones.” Innovation is ‘“Dark- 
town Strutters’ Ball,” with plenty 
strutting, but French - accented 
lyrics. 

Girls try to get off with “If I 

Had You.” are brought back for 
“Danger In Your Eyes, Cherie” 

and finally beg off with an aud 
participation seg, “Sing, You Sin- 

ners.’ Trio’s fine, low-register har- 
mony needs platter exposure; wax- 
| ing could make them stars. 

Raul Arrambide, singing guitar- 
ist, keeps the between-shows keel 
as a table-strolling serenader. The 
Internationa!s do a slick showback- 
ing chore and load the floor for 
terp turns. 

Act ends with the 


Aug. 16, 


Chuck-A-Lucks in Aug. 17 for twe 
| weeks, 


Bark. 
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Colony. London 
London, Aug. 6. 

Jo Anne Hill, Paul Adam Orch 
(5), Confrey Phillips Trio; $4.40 
minimum 

One-time thrush with Eddie 
Lane’s combo, Jo Anne Hill is now 
making her U. K. cabaret debut at 
the Colony. Slim blonde faced an 
equally slim audience on the night 
caught, this being due to excep- 
tionally hot weather and the public 
holiday. It seemed that the singer 
did not give as much as she prob- 
ably will when the tables are as 
crowded as is customary at this 


restaurant. In fact, one or two of 
her asides to the band confirmed 
this 

However, enough could be seen 
and heard to suggest that she is a 
slick, relaxed putter-over of num- 
bers and should be good for an 
entertaining 30 minutes. On this 
oceasion the stint ran for only 
about 20 minutes but was well re- 
ceived. She opens with “Day In, 
Day Out and. follows with “I 
Enjoy Being a Girl,” done with 
conviction. In contrast is a sad 
little torcher about a brittle ro- 
mance titled “All In Fun.” 

Following “You Give Me Fever,” 
which she puts over with verve, 
and “Hooray For Love,” the chan- 
teuse goes into a medley of Gersh- 
win songs and the oldies like 
“Love Walked Right In.” “I've Got 
Rhythm,” “Somebody Loves Me,” 
“Embraceable You” and “’S’Won- 
derful” are, as usual, very much 


to the taste of the customers. Miss 
Hill's top notes are occasionally a 
spot harsh, but she is clearly a 
very capable performer. She _ is 
backed by the Confrey Phillips 
Trio. which also gives with the 
dance music, alternating with Paul 


| be. 


Adam's Mayfair Music. Adam, one | 


of the West End’s most popular 
and sophisticated maestros, does 
his fair stint of singing and fiddle 
plaving and he and his combo, w- 


gether with the Phillips outfit. 
keep the terpers in cheerful mood. 
ich. 
Eddys*. K. €. , 
Kansas City, Aug. 7 
Kirby Stone Four, Tommy Reed 
Orch (5); $1--$1.50 cover. 


Foursome which Kirby Stone 
has brought in for the fortnight is 
a sock outfit on both songs and 
comedy, and their 40-minute show 
turns out to be a neat package 
This crew is much stronger c 
comedy than the outfit of Stone’s 
which plaved here several years 
back, vet this group also is a de- 
light in vocal work. As a matter of 


fact. another straight vocal or two 
might add considerably to the 
show 


Mood is set from the start when 
Stone announces they will leave 
out the opening numbér and open 


with the second number, their 
highly listed “Baubles, Bangles 
and Beads” on the Columbia label. 
Even that gets a clowning treat- 
ment, and the following “Up the 
Lazy River.” also recorded, is a 
tour de force of fun, largely 
sparked by Larry Foster’s vocal 


impressions of a long list of per- | 


formers.,.among them Ed Sullivan, 
Mr. McGoo and Godfrey being 
tops. Eddie Hall and Mike Gardner 
chime in on both impressions and 
vocals 

The comedy mood is changed 
sharply as they go into an English 
quartet’s version of rock ‘n’ roll, 
then follow with a straight vocal 
version of “Zing Went the Strings 
of My Heart.” Closing is a surefire 
vocal of “Birth of the Blues,” cus- 
tomers being especially attentive 
throughout. Crew stays through 
Aug. 20, to be followed by the 
Marksmen trio. Quin. 


Gate of Horn, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Leon Bibb (with John Stauber), 
Re & Nama, Del Close; $2.50 
minimum Fri., $3 Sat. 

Whereas the Coast, chiefly, has 
been proliferating 
espresso parlors, not so Chi, where 
the Gate of Horn still a clear field 
—and with booze instead of es- 
presso. « Cellar’s current 


folksong-and- | 


layout | 


sandwiches satirist Del Close (late | 


of the Broadway tuner “Nervous 


Set”) 


between a couple of musical | 


| evident 


a fresh and spirited pair, but not | 
always as affecting as they might | 
For one thing, they seem to 
lack the feel for the poignant, a 
quality which was especially absent 
in a Civil War ballad they offered. 
Del Close’s offbeat commentaries 
generally clicked in his first ap- 
pearance here, but some pruning 
is indicated. One of his longer bits 
on the piil-addicted modern man, 
is pretty familiar commentary at 
this point, and in this telling falls 
short on the laugh meter He’s 
more effective and barbed ribbing 
Hollywood themes, and he has a 
wonderful premise in a weird bit 
on what he calls “resistentialism 
—objecis which resist people. He 


finaled with a clever piece of mime 
given a Charles Addams twist that 
won him hefty applause 

Show’s in through Aug. 23, with 


Josh White and the Coachmen due 
the 25th. Pit. 
Cloister. H'wood 

Hollywood, Aug. 7 


Bobby Darin, Larry Storch, Da e 
Pell Octet; $2.50 cover 
3obby Darin’s local nitery bow 


at the Cloister had ail the excite- 
ment expected for a new singing 
siar who is high on the charts in 
record sales. The bistro was jam- 
packed with VIPs and fans, and 
out front there was a large crowd 
of autograph hounds. It proved 
that the Darin name already has a 
draw 

While the marquee billed Darin 
as the headliner it should also have 
read “One Night Only — George 
Burns.” Latter turned up at the 
preem to intro the young singer 
who recently completed a Vegas 
stint with the vet comic 

Darin’s vocalizing lives up to his 
sound on wax, and his presenta- 
tions on mike have a surety that 
belies the performer's youth 
Much of it undoubtedly rubbed off 
from his stint with Burns since 
Darin’s act shone brighter during 
his bit with him. 

When solo he pleases with the 
expected “Mack the Knife,” “She 
Needs Me,” “T'’Aint Necessarily 
So” and “That's All” from his Atco 
album. Preemers were also treated 
to “Pete Kelly's Blues” from his 
new LP, and “Splish Splash,” rock 
‘n’ roll number he penned and 
which shot him into the national 
spotlight. It may -not have ridden 
well with the oldsters who don't 
comprehend r&r but it rang well 
with the yourger set. Richard 
Wess, credited with conducting- 
arranging Darin’s album, deserves 
extra mitt action for the way he 
batoned this act. 

Comic Larry Storch backs up 
the show for laughs. He gallops 
through gags and impersonations 
about the French, Mexican, Cuban 
and Japanese. A takeoff on Chief 


Sitting Bull with a Fairfax Ave 
accent was especially funny. The 
Dave Pell Octet cops attention by 


some foot-tapping musical backing. 
Show rides on for three weeks 
Kafa 
Cafe Andre. Montreal 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Montreal, Aug. 4 
Jack Greenwald's intimery revue, 
“Up-Tempo ‘59,” which preemed 
almost a year ago at Fernard Rac i- | 


cot’s Cafe Andre in midtown Mont- 
real, continues to set records for | 
a show of this type and has be-| 


come something of a local institu- 
tion. Currently in its 43d week, 
“Up-Tempo” shows no signs of fad- 
ing; the original enthusiasm is still 
and length of run has in 
no way dulled the material 

The five-person cast of Pat Gal- 
loway, Sylvia Gillespie, Joan 
Stuart, Frank Blanch and Doug 
Chamberlain split honors neatly | 
with the femme section perha 





material coming their way. Talent 
throughout is pretty evenly divided 
which is perhaps the reason for 
the show's success; everyone gets 
a solo bit at least once during this 
19-scene revue and the producers 
havé been reasonably free of any- 
thing approaching the “star-com- 
plex” routine. 

Bulk of songs and music are by 
Roy Wolvin with additional con- 
tributions by Doyle Klyn, Dave 
Broadfoot and Tim Porteous. Out- 


| standing during during this two- 
acter is perhaps Pat Galloway's 
interp of Wolvin’s satire on the 


acts, Leon Bibb (toplining) and the | 


Israeli duo of Ron (‘ex-Ran) & 


Nama 
Bibb’s is a familiar voice here, 


and much kudosed, Deservedly SO, | 


too, for it’s a powerful and dra- 
matic baritone that cleanly limns 
the folk tunes, the protest bailads, 
and even a commercial number 
such as Gershwin’s “Summertime.” 
For all his vocal manliness, Bibb 
shades his piping with a delicacy 
and taste that command the house 
throughout. He’s well backed by 
his steady guitarist, John Stauber. 

Ron & Nama, though emphasiz- 
ing Israeli tunes, venture off musi- 
cally to such lands as Russia, South 
America and even the U.S. They're 





co-gooder devoted to charity drives | 


}and Joan Stuart’s “Looking For a/| 


Man” which is a neat combination 
of her impresh of Marilyn Monroe | 
and her own good sense of comedy. | 
Frank Blanch and Doug Chamber- | 
lain’s interp of “Peculiar in P.Q.” | 
is a devasting parody on local and | 
provincial politics and the clincher 
(again by Wolvin) of a musical | 
takeoff on “Oedipus Rex” is striclty 
top-drawer. | 
Brian MacDonald's choreography | 
still sparkles and Edmund Assaly’s | 
musical arrangements, played by | 
pianist Jim Hodges and drummer 
Dave Calerisi, do much to boost 
this evergreen revue. Newt. 





Living Room. N. Y. 


Sylvia Sims, Val Anthony Trio, 





Jacques Kayal, Jack Kelly; $3.50- 
$4.50 minimum. 
Dan Segal has come up with 


Sylvia Sims as his new name top- 
per here, and she is clicking nicely 
at this intimate eastside room. Ad- 
mittedly plumper than in recent 
years, Miss Sims still has the 
knack of belting out a song with 
the best of them. In fact, she was 
forced back two or three times by 
the crowd, finally bowing off with 


‘Imagination.’ Another encore was 
“I Am Love.” 
“I Could Have .Danced All 


Night,” recording of which boosted 


Miss Sims to greater recognition 
two years ago, is her standout 
song. “Let There Be Love,” “Man 


That Got Away” and “You Fascin- 
ate Me” are other numbers which 
she does in fine fashion. “Septem- 


| ber Song” does not seem to fit her, 


but nevertheless goes over well. 
Miss Sims is splendidly backed by 
Jack Kelly at the piano 


| stint with s.0.b. remarks contain- 
ing the full verbiage. A smart 
comedian would sense, from the 


Val Anthony Trio, also new on 
bill, has Anthony manicuring the | 
ivories while slickly putting over 
song afier song. He is much at 


home in this room which is under- 
standable because it was here that 
he got his start. Possessing a rich 


voice, Anthony scores best with 
“But Not For Me,” “Lady Is a 
Tramp,” “Precious Love,” “Party 
is Over,” “Lonesome Road” and 


“What A Difference a Day Makes.” 
Last-named proves a smash hit and 
a tune which enables him to hit a 
very high note. Anthony and the 
trio have the talent to go places 
on the nitery circuit 

Jacques Kayal, young French 
pianist and crooner, is a holdover 
He still cashes in with his vocals, 
some done in French and others in 
English, nearly all with love key- 
noted. 

Living Reom was 
capacity at show caught. 


virtually 
Wear. 


Shereham Hotel. D.C. 


Washington, Aug. 6 

Henny Youngman, Betty Madi- 
gan, Bob Cross Orch (12); $2 cover. 

Combining Henny Youngman 
and Betty Madigan in a two-part 
show is smart programming that 
goes over big in the elegant out- 
door setting. of the Shoreham 
Hotel’s Terrace. There are no 
acoustics problems in the open air 
for either a gag-spieler or a thrush 
with a mike in hand. 





Miss Madigan is, of course. a 
pleasure to both eye and ear. She 
dresses elegantly in a sequined 


ball gown to contrast the informal 
atmosphere of the vast outside as 
she sashays gracefully while sing- 
ing some of the.best tunes Jerome 
Kern wrote. She handles them 
well. 

Helen Morgan is recalled, natch, 
with her throaty and emotional 
treatment of “Can't Help Lovin’ 
That Man.” Also among her collec- 
tion of Kern numbers arg “They 
Didn't Believe Me,” “Long Ago 
and Far Away.” “A Fine Ro- 


mance.” A pair of belters are prob-! 


Evervone, 
‘When 


ably her best. “Dance, 
Dance.” her disclick, and 
the Saints Go Marching In.” her 
climaxer. With Youngman follow- 
ing, the looker just sings, having 


}no run of chatter. With any other 


pregramming, she'd need it 
Youngman’s delivery is as 
ways, and he has some new gags 
which stir loud yocking. His lines 
seemed a little cleaner than usual 
but he has new lyrics for “Gigi” 
and “On the Street Where You 
Live” built solidly on the subject 
of sex. He also had a plentiful 


al- 


; S|supply of Jewish and Texas jokes 
taking slight edge because of more 


The crowd loved him. The show is 
here for two weeks. 


The Bob Cross orch at the 
Shoreham for eight months now, 
is great for dancing and show- 
backing Carp. 





Statler-Hilton. Dallas 
Dallas, Aug. 7. 

Paul Mazursky, Sandy Sandifer 
Orch (7); $2-$2.50 cover. 

Paul Mazursky is in his first 
Texas nitery date at the plush Em- 
pire Room and billed as “America’s 
brightest new comedy star.” If that 
were true, the country would be in 
a sad state for comedians. Opening 
night (6), he offered the poorest 
act in the room’s three and one- 
half years of steady, fortnightly 





| fare. 


On for 35 minutes to only polite 


smatter of mitting, that he was lay- 


ing blue eggs—but not Mazursky. 
He continued the smutty stuff, 


anent the Mann Act, evolution of a 
kiss, and overdone sex segment and 
a line about “a high school virgin— 
a fantasy.’ Sparse clean lines that 
would have scored were missed by 
tablers still staring at each other 
in disbelief at the profane bits 
Mazursky, with beatnik bits and 
poor delivery, never got off the 
ground. He's got an uphill battle 
to even gain ground as a come- 
dian 

Maestro Sandy Sandifer steals the 
show, opening with “St Loais 
Blues,” during which he solos on 
a tiny eight-inch trumpet, switch- 
ing to a bizarre 40-inch horn 
House band also loads the floor for 
terp sessions, 

Act runs to Aug 
edy team of Lew 
Adams opening Aug. 
frames. 


19, with com- 
March & Tony 
20 for two 

Bark. 


Cal-Neva. Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe, Aug. 4. 
Lena Horne (with Lennie Hay- 
ton conducting’, Corbett Monica, 
Matty Melnick Orch (11); $2 min 


mmum, 


To fill this room ‘the largest on 
the north shore of Lake Tahoe) 
for two shows nightly requires a 
name with unquestioned marquee 
value. And for the current bill 
entertainment director Dave Siegel 
proves he was unerring in his 
choice of Lena Horne, who's been 
absent from the Reno-Tahoe scene 
for three years. 

Miss Horne’s versatility in selec- 
tion of titles, her commanding ap- 
pearance in a close-fitting full 
length blue creation, and _ the 
beauty of face combine to prompt 
an ovation normally not offered by 
the saloon set. She is received as 
a true artist, and fills the status in 
a 30-minute turn. Mer voice un- 
affected by this mile-high aititude 
she opens with “Let’s Get Out Of 


Town,” then follows with such as 
“Just In Time,” “My Heart Is a 
Hobo,” and an interpretation of 
“Polka Dots and Moonbeams.” She 
gets a good chance to show 
emoting abilities and full control 
of the chords. 

With husband Lennie Hayton 


conducting and at times on the 88, 
she segues to a medley from 
“South Pacific’ and “Oklahoma.’ 


| Change of pace comes with “If You 


| Miss 
lis back 


response, Mazursky could have quit | 


after the first two minutes and 
been ahead. An opening 
told you I was sick,” and a closer, 
“I don’t tell jokes, anyway,” made 
an honest summation. Let’s face it: 
he does a dirty show, 
room—usually embracing parents 
with youngsters—is no place for an 
offbeat comic to start and end his 


line “T} 


and this | 


Can't Produce The Ticket, Don't 
Say We'll See The Show,” and| 
“New Fangled Tango.” Miss Horne 
had an opening night house and 
advance’ reservations indicating 
turnaway biz for the full engage- 
ment 

Warmer is Corbett Monica, de- 


buting at the Lake with a standup 
routine showing promise of rating 


a playback. He’s fast, smooth and 
personable, and needs no props 
with his class material. His touch 


with the indigo lines is humorous, 
not offerisive, and some of the rou- 
tines hit the high key level. Monica 
rates -headline spots. Complete 
show is backed by Matty Melnick 
orch. Mickey Rooney is due in 
Aug 6 Long 


Beverly Hills. Ciney 


Cincinnati, Aug. 4. 


» 


Wills Bros. (4), Sue Carson 
ioro-Landis Dancers (8), Bob 
LeClair, Gardner Benedict Orch 


(10), Jimmy Wilber Trio, Larry 
Vincent; $3 minimum weeknights 
$4 Sat. and holiday eves plus $1.50 
cover;r 





Fixtures with local club- 
bers, the Mills Bros 
son spell big biz for the two-framer 
at swank Beverly Hills. It’s 
annual homecoming for the vocal 
group which cradled a famed career 
30 years ago at Crosley’s WLW, 
Carson, “sophisticated imp 
for the third time. With 
them in a gay 80-minute session 
are the Moro-Landis Dancers, with 
newcomer Bob LeClair as produc- 
tion singer, and the location band 
directed by Gardner Benedict. 

Donald, Harry and Herbert Mills, 
with Norman Brewn as guitar ac- 
companist, rule the roost in style 
with their distinctive brand of 
harmony. Parade of Mills disclicks 
includes “Opus One,” “Paper Doll,” 
“Lazy River,” “She Was Five and 
He Was Ten,” “You Always Hurt 
the One You Love,” “Be My Life's 
Companion,” “Glow Worm” and 
“Basin Street.” Begged off after 
32 minutes, 

Miss Carson, surefire with smart 
material, builds steadily through 
28 minutes of satire, vocals and 
impressions. A dark-haired cutie, 
in skin-tight pink gown, she scores 
with carbons of teenagers and a 


night 


takeoff on an Ed Murrow interview 
with a gin-soaked showgir!. Koll. 


and Sue Car-| 


an | 


Harold’s Club, Rene 
Reno, Aug. 5. 
Peabody, Helen Boice, Jo- 


(5); no minimum or cover. 


Eddie 
dimars 
“King of the Banjo” proves his 
claim to the title three times 
nightly in the intimate Fun Room, 
and his repertoire on this reprise 


is reminiscent of the last time 
around—the standard stuff and 
audience requests. Backed by a 
trio ‘piano, guitar, drums) Eddie 
Peabody, seated on a low stool, 
twangs his way through a medley 
of Irving Berlin tunes, stuff by 
Paul Whiteman, and some of the 
pop titles taken from the semi- 
classics, He’ has a mastery of the 
instrument, and the showmanship 
is not overdone. Auditors give him 
a solid hand for his half-hour ef- 
forts 

Warmer spot for the bill is held 
by the Jodimars, a quintet that 
could use new material and better 
staging. The five fail to score on 
much of the turn and show only 
average abilities on the instru- 


ments. The potential is there, but 
fails to get through. 

Helen Boice, in the second spot, 
has a big talent and a chassis to 
match. She’s a funny gal with 
funny stories, and keeps the chat- 
ter at machine-gun pace. She's 
more of a storyteller than a one- 
liner comedienne. She could im- 
prove the act by dropping some of 
the older lines, but with the audi- 
jtors the response is from the 
presentation, not the line per se. 
New show is due in Aug. 21 

Long. 


Mapes. Reno 
Reno, Aug. 8. 

| Lili St. Cyr, Dick Shawn, Bobby 
Winters, Skylets (10), Jack Melick 
Orch (10): $3 minimum 

Stripper Lili St. Cyr and comie 
Dick Shawn, ‘both established with 
the Reno set, have no problems in 
keeping the rope up at the Sky 
Room atop the Mapes Hotel. And 
maitre d’ John Thomas sez it's a 
twice-nightly thing. Miss St. Cyr, 
per usual, takes an onstage bath 
for her turn, a la her previous en- 
gagements. And it’s what patrons 
(men at-least) came to see. Albeit 
she’s well past the teen years, the 
blonde stripper stil! maintains the 
proportions, and sensously contorts 
through her dress-undress routine. 
She moved into Reno one week 
early for a date in the divorce 
courts 

Shawn, standup all the way, had 
a bit of trouble with stageside 
heckler on night caught and was 
somewhat ruffled, but had no trou- 
ble in holding audience with fast 
lines and smooth delivery. He cap- 
ably proves his talents as a clown 
and actor on his trademarked Mas- 
sah Richards coming home from 
the wars. And his takeoff on the 
black leather jacket gang is sock 
all the way 

Bobby Winters 
er spot 


taking the warm- 
makes with comi-juggling 
showing perfection with the In- 
dion clubs and bouncing balls 
Bracketing the trivle bill are the 
Skylets in a Barry Ashton produc- 
tion. The choreog is impressive, 
and the costuming smart. Abiy 
backstopning the entire bill is the 
Jack Melick orch with Melick con- 
ducting from the 88. The boys also 


prove themselves on denrcanation 
between shows. Sammy Davis Jr 
is due in Aug. 27. Lona. 


Banes. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 6 
Jack Carson, Petro Roman, Hol- 


ger & Dolores, Richiardi St. Gil- 
lian Grey, Bob Vegas, Allen Con- 
roy, Marya Linero, Dancers (17), 
Models (10), Showgirls (9), Cee 
Davidson Orch (11); produced by 
Harold Minsky; choreography by 
Madame Komearova: stage direc 


tion by Eddie Lynch; $3 minimum. 


Jack Carson is a welcome re- 
turnee after too long an absence 
from the Strip. As headliner of 
Harold Minsky's “Arabian Nights.” 
he presents a solid standup comedy 
turn loaded with some very funny 
material. His gags are woven with 
perfect timing and his songology 
serves as good punctuation for the 
act. The parodies gets big vocks, 
and a duet (“Baby It's Cold Out- 
side”) with redhaired looker Gil- 
lian Grey is especially effective 
Roy Chamberlain, fronting the Cee 


Davidson orch, smoothly guides 
the fe tivities on the 88 
Pedro Roman, dramatic tenor 


from Cuba. proves himself an ef- 
fective song-seller as he offers 
such numbers as “Granada,” “Sor- 
rento,” “Babalu,” “Vesti La Giuba” 
and “Ramona.” He gets a strong 
assist from the Magic Violins (5) 
and Roger McCall on congos 
Richiardi Jr., the illusionist, re- 
turns for this one, and amazes with 
masterful trickery in the Houdini 
tradition. Holger & Dolores terp 
specialists, show grace and flexi- 
bility with spins and balancing 
feats Duke 
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| Manteca Monica Castell 
MUSIC HALL 3¢ Nockelles Godine Singers Caribe Q 
Lottie Brunn ROX «Ds ; ” + ~ > 
I Sallie Blair | "Dancing Waters F. Guerrero Ore 
nuig nes 4 . . . 
Joan Dexter Mata & Hari : Hotel Riviera — Tropicana 
Corvs de Ballet Will Jordan Jazz Singers Celia Cruz 
Kk. Paige Ore 1 itobt. Boucher Ore Enrique Herrera i Riveros 
MELBOURNE Gibson Girls Band Box | Jack Eiton 
Tivoli Gordon & Colville Billy Gray Steve La rever 
Jimmy Wheeler Allen Bros. & June Bat Ya — interlude 
Bassi & June Amazing Margoes Mickey Katz Bobby Short 
Quaino & Partner | Anny Berryer | Jackie Lee Cochron Moulin Rouge 
Danny Dean Edit Juhasz Ben Bive’s Sophie Tucker 
G Dreyer Frank Wiison | Barbara Heller Ted Lewis 
P ‘4 twins Lor’a’ne Bransgrov€ Frankie Rapp Donn Arden’s “Big 
Lio Lindroth — AUCKLAND Diane Lefti Ben Beat” 
Barton & Stuchbry New Zealand Mildred Law Dick Stabile Ore 
5 aa Wilcock Sabrina age Madey me 
iris Rhodes saeee Dancers Richard Cannon | Trudy Stabile 
Rosalie Woods | - Harrison ivan Lane Ore | Joe Castro Trio 
SYONEY | Billy axter Cloister ' Statier Hore’ 
Tivoli Mistin Juniors Bobby Darin Larry Ellis Ice Rev 
Will Mehoney Crocker & Clark Terry Gibbs 5 Gloria Nord 
tudy Horn ‘ackie Monnier Cocoanut Grove | George Zak 
“Pearl Bailey Rev” | Cavanaughs 
BRITAIN Feeddy Martin Ore § Skinnay Ennis Ore 
rescendo Ye Little Club 
ASTON | Puppets Frances Faye | Linda Lawson 
Hippodrome | 3 Ghezzis _Dino's | Joe Felix 
Piddock & Penny | Hedley Ward 3 Ruth Gillis ‘Roger Nichols 
Aunette & Noel Marion Miller } 
Colin Robins Erie } nerd 3 LAS VEGAS 
8 Pennies oan Davis Co | 
Colin Crompton BRIGHTON | Desert tnn ; Ernie Andrews 
Rio Sis Hippodrome | McGuire Sisters | Edi Domingo 
BIRMINGHAM Harry Secombe | Dave Barry Little Red & Mercy 
4 drome Kave Sis Art Johnson Layne 
H ida “Baker Harry Worth Donn Arden Dners Riviera 
Skating Merenos Romanos Bros Carlton Hayes Ore | Red Skelton 
Robert. Earl Eliane & one Dunes | Peggy Taylor 
ter Fielding |G. H. Elliot “Minsky’s Arabian | Double Daters 
Ww & & K 
‘ hie. Hetty King ights” Lionel Hampton Ore 
W allabi Ss 
j “we a res Jon Pat Lambert ack Carson Ray Stnatra Orc 
Kordas Sensational Skylons Bea Beri Dorothy Dorben Des 
‘BLACKPOOL | Lynnette Rae Rowena Rollins Sahara 
Opera Hovse Max Russel) ‘ Victor Julian & Crosby Brothers 
Je & Warriss George Mitchell Co Dogs Ashtons 
* D Jessie Robins Tommy Roberts Don Rickles 
a : | BRISTOL Fvelyn Freeman ‘Coat’ 
1 Griswold Hippodrome id tio Johnny ‘Scat” Davis 
I » Bros P “ ores Saharem Dancers 
‘ Carroll Levis Sob Vegas 
B rt & Tonka Gold & Cordell Alien Conroy cate a, 
Tot ril ( Gladys Morgan Marya Linero John Math 
. in er 0 “ & Pillie ( D i Oo onnny ia is 
George Mitchell Co barat la ee avidson re Joey Bishop 
seorg 1 orte — 
ee Alain Diagora & Pt pup ae Trio aka Detten 
y Castle MORECAMBE ; “pean rat 
itouiees St be d Eddie Bush Roy Palmer 
cakew Winter Gardens Versatiles Copa Girls 
Dalla Al =e Lane El Rancho Vegas Antonio Morelli Orc 
; cag Lauri PRS te Joe E. Lewis Shownoat 
‘ ee a George Truzzi La Nue Eve” Suir of Pipneere 
1 “Mint «| Seee, See lanine Caire Hank Morton 
7 ‘oie Les Marcellis Christine Fraser Johnny Cash 
Wilde Laycock & Bee Dick Rice Ore | Merle Travis 
Pride Frank Cook — Flamingo Silver siipper 
- George Mitchel! Co | Jan Murrav Hank Henry 
poesia —— oo Gloria DeHaven Sally Rand 
” Sugene’ alle . Pivlr . Fas 
( rrv Wainer eg SH pay k ica aa Save 
ily Duaddly Aeagne | eieh Ann Austin App ” 
eae . King's Flamingoettes Dick Weston 
> hy Lita Roza Jack Catheart Ore | Peggy Dietri ck 
— Reg Varney Fremont Hotel Toni rr m 
sen Larry Gordon Dane | Joe King & Zaniacs Red 
— Judy Kenny lake Believes Danny 
Sheridan 3 See Fran is +l came Al ee Stardust 
Winter Garden Ann Downes Golden Nugget Lido De Paris 
>» Chester Don Hill Harry Ranch “Ca C'est L’A 
deYork Co. Tommy Allan 3 Lee & Faye May Happy Jester 
nard Audrey Cooper 
Sons of Gold'n Wst Tony Pastor 
Hacienda Kim Sis 
M Four Tunes Thunderbird 
a ret S Johnny Olenn ‘Ecstacy on Ice” 
Shirley Scott Leny Eversong 
Nevada Club Al Jahns Or 
Vido Musso Tropicana 
Tommy Nunez Carol Chanr 
| 
NEW YORK CITY | Johnny Adomono Chiquita & son 
Arpess ° Vincent Lopez Ore | Cathy Ryan Gali Gall 
ic 7 saph > or » one > 3 
b Carrot Hotel St. Regis rr eF arker Joy Miss N 
- — | Al DePaulis 4 Blaine 
Vie | Ray Bari Orc. Sueckters Shecky ( 
BI ' Milt Shaw Ore . ‘ _ 1. 
ve Ange = New Frontier Three Suns 
Matson Latin Quarter “Holiday in Japan” Norman Brown @ 
I Viv Della Chiesa Beatrice Kay Herman Kave Orc 
Schel! Jack Durant 
tr s Aleettys - 
aon ne Marquis & Family MIAMI - MIAMI BEACH 
| ia Sanders Dick Curry Amnericona ' Fontainbleau 
J Dane & o Lombardi Ore Bil'y D niels Johnnie Ray 
B Harlowe Ore y Dunn Larry Alpert 
I e Flames Living Room Nina Ramon 3 Four Aces 
e Daniels Sylvia Sims Lee Martin Ore Frank Fonta 
Chateat Meacrid 7 aques” Kayal Biltmore Terrace Murray Schl 
a ack Kelly Tropical Nights Sacasas Orc 
» Triana ' — Leonela Gonzalez Pupi Campo Rev 
Font Ore — 8 Raquel & Rolando Natale Fields 3 
Or V Charles : oe 
( ‘ hijo McKenna Line ha a Lucerne 
Copacabana Mike Durso Ore Los R a ud saewe Tate) Sree 
f Lane Palinieri Or« Pore eee Betty Reilly — 
e Viennese Lantern Mi a “Bal sesates Roberto & Alicia 
. a = iriam Balmori Miles Velarde 
1y wo Monica Boyar Sirelda Sie Cans 
I 1 She y Ore Anita Darien aaa ) ‘0 asino 
Frank M Ore Ernest Schoen Orc ss d Dawson | oes 
Den ilage Barn , anc 
lack Doulas Larry McMahan is Ba oe Fausto Curbelo Orc 
Southern llen Kampman Mises Jayne Montmartre 
Upstairs Room Marty Savat Tun Tun : Somethin’ Smith 
R rphy Zeb Carver Ken Nel n & Redheads 
S wart Belle Carroll Ted Kivitt | Lillian Roth 
No 7 Fifth Ave. Eddie Smut ‘ Fulle Freddie Calo Ore 
P Cindy Fuller 
T I ipers Ernie Blank Orc. oo | Murray Frankiin’s 
ve Jacques Donnet Ore : 
Robert Downey Village Gate Ruth Wallis Kay Carol 
Harold Fonville Brock Peters Clover Club coe vere 
Hotel Astor Coachmen Wally Vernon | Gina Wilson 
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Hotel Roosevelt | Turk Murphy Guy Marks | Roy Sediley 
Lenny Herman | Irwin Corey | Cuban Village | Paul Gray 
Hotel Taft Kenny Burrell 3 Rama & Banda Murray Franklin 
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Blue Angel 
Mighty Panther 
Princess Abilia 
Christian Lamont 
Al Lopez Orc 
Roger McCall 

Bive Note 


Jime Rushing 
Harry Sweets (4) 
Cloister ‘nn 
Lonnie Sattin 
Gary Morton 


Parnello (3) 
Conrad Hilton 
“Frosty Frills 
Helga Neff 

Farra & Carter 
Ben 

Harris 

Jack Kodell 
Eddie Ash 

Manuel! ‘Del Toro 


Joe 


Gee & Bernie 


jInez & Gordon 
Ken Harris Ore 


ra 
—— Blade Ore 
| Gea of Horn 


London House 


| Don Shirley 
Eddie Higgins 
Larry Novak 
Mister 
Larry Adler 
| Betty Bennett 


Marty Rubinstein 


Marx & Frigo 
Paimer 

Nelson Eddy 

Gale Sherwood 

Lucille & Eddie 

| Roberts 

Ben Arden Ore 


HAVANA 


Hotel Capri 
Raquel Mata 
Manolo Torrente 
Rivieras 

Hotel Hilton 
Micuel Herrero 


Carmelita Vazquez Hotel Nacional 
El Martin | Fler de Rot 
Mario Alvarez | Rudy Fanerti 


Cecilia Padro 


| Armonicos 


; Imperio de Triana 


Ada Zanetti 
Vietor Alvarez 
| J, Moreno Ore 
| Fajardo Orc 


' Marta Stincer 


Kelly's 


House 


|Tany & Leon 

| Alvaro & Aurora 

Ada Diaz 

Berto & Olga 

Jose Aponte 
Deauville 

Mandy Campo Ore 


H. Levine Ore 
Diplomat 
M McPartland 3 
Eden Roc 


Jackie Heller 
Giovannis 

| Luis Varona Ore 
Duke Jenkins Ore. 


Eddie Bernard 


| Patsy’s 
Patsy 

Marge 
Billy Shepa 
| Judy Jourd 


Place 


Abbott 
Sherwin 


rd 
an 


Roney Plaza 


Loma Duke 
Polynesian 


Revue 


The Rancher 


Tune 


Toppers 


| Wally Futch 


| Candido 
| Dennis Pau 


1 Ore 


Curt Harmon 3 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Backstage 
| Stan Arnold 
| Rene Joubert 
Blackhawk 
Miles Davis 6 
Canterbury 
| Geo. Alexander 
| Benny Strong Ore 
| Easy Street 
Marty Marsala 
Wally Rose Ore 
Fack’s 
Roy Hamilton 
| Ann Henry 
| Fairmont Hotei 
| George Gobel 
| E Hee — Ore 


's 
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Sharon Apel 
| Bee & Ray Gorman 
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Hen 
Earl Hines 
| Joe 
Muggsy Spa 

ungr 
Lime Light 
M & K We 


| 
| 
| 
| Marilyn Ch 
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Jazz Workshop 
Mastersounds 


Kitty Cole 


Benny Jolson 5 
Moulin Rouge 


Tommy Conine 
Lee Arnoux 


Carol King 


Fran O’Brien 
Maynard Meyer Orc | 
°o Lev 


Kid Ory Ore 

















Acts 











Purple Onion 365 Club ——— —— — 
Phyllis Diller Szonys 
Smothers Bros Oscar Cartier 
Cruz u | Lavernes 
Freddy Paris | Bul Clifford Ore. | 
Fred Smith ! Moro Landis Ore | 
RENO — — — 
Golden Holiday |; MURRAY ROMAN 
I J go Hoosier Hot Shots | Comedy 
Mafalda oo 17 Mins. 
ni Wilson H Stevens ' Hungry I, San Francisco 
ei Ornan’s —— Mapes Murray Roman, who used to be 
Debra Haves Lili St. Cyr an artists manager, does very 
| r ) 
Deedy & Bill | Dick Shawn nicely at the lowercase hungry i, 
Noel Boggs = aS tage hich t of wes g grt 1 
Ross & Tame Jack Melnick Or? Ww c! is a sort ¢€ weaning grounc 
Arthur Ellen Riverside for “sick” and/or offbeat comics. 
Jigg Adams Kean & Parker Roman combines many of the 
net" toteee ay eg Starlets qualities of Shelly Berman and 
Helen Boice Le Juntas Lenny Bruce: for instance, he uses 
Jodimars Ed Fitzpatrick Ore the telephone technique a la Ber- 
LAKE TAHOE man quite effectively in a Fidel 
Castro bit, and his irreverent ap- 
Harrah’s Bal Tabarin . 1 > : , g 
beeen Pen proach to anyone and anything 
Bove: smacks of Bruce 
Leighton Noble Or< © +" . 3 . . 
ene Saban Novelites The Castro bit comes first—Cas- 
; Cal-Neva tro supposedly phoning around to 
New Sons Pioneers Spike Jones ina AES > 
Matty Mallick’s Ore Jl-ucky Luciano, President Eisen- 
Stateline Matty Mailick s re 
Wagon Wheel hower, Desi Arnaz and Hedde Hop- 
Red Nichols Wilder Bros a . : rer j “ub: 
Kings IV per after his takeover in Cuba 


Maaka Nua Revue 


Denis & Rogers i. kun Sestan Next comes a much funnier—and 
yy ay ermick | Bobby Page much more original—parody on the 
Don Baker — | Kabuki Theatre. He winds up with 
Nick Esposito Sue Flanders |a fairly overworked takeoff on a 

Nevada Lodge Tahoe-Plaza Los Angeles  faith-healer—over- 


M Davis & Spouse 
Holt & Jonah 
Pam Garner 


Buddy-Mars Revue 
| Chet Mcintyre 
| Personalities 


worked because it’s very similar to 
| Bruce’s comedy on the same sub- 














ject 
j Roman, of course, is a relative 
novice in the “sicknik” field and 


figures to improve as he weeds out 


Unit Reviews | 














the more derivative parts of his 
—— act. He uses certain phrases, such 
as referring to Castro's Havana 


Joni James Jamboree 


headquarters as “the Hilton Rebel,” 
































Omaha, Aug. 5. which have been drained of humor 
Joni James, Kirby Stone Four, long ago, and the result is an un- 
Ving Merlin & Lynda, Tanya & Bi- even act. He also reveals his Jewish 
agi, Gaynor & Ross, ‘Dave ? Majors origin much less subtly than either 
Or 12 Berman or Bruce, therefore losing 
— all the inherent comic possibilities 
Fourth free show of the season | ™™ this pha tt of his personality. 
for the 22,000 dues-paying mem- _ OF a hand, his delivery is 
bers of Omaha's civic org Ak-Sar- | YETY 800C. he +s poteee and, sdehy 
Ben proved a pleasant blend of he can tell straight standup stories 
music, comedy and variety. Pro- V&: well. Audience gave him a 
duced by Romeo-Hammond, local '!%& oe toe and he seems to aan 
agency} t playsd smoothly both 4 Dright ure ole 
evenings here (4-5 
Joni James headlined and THE LIMELITERS (3) 
wrapped up matters with a nifty Songs, Comedy 
-1 songalog. Making her 24 Mins. — : ; 
niti isit to these parts, Miss Hungry I, San Francisco — 
James clicked from the minute she When old pros put their heads 
lIked on in a pink formal. She together and come up with a new 
sticks to he faves “Cheating format an audience generally can 
Heart Have You Heard.” “My | count ¢ sick, well-rehearsed en- 
Love Th Goes My Heart.” tertainment. This is the case with 
“Br Not for Me.” “Must Be a The Li liters trio comprising 
You,” Wi Don't You Believe Lou Gottlieb, Glenn Yarbrough and 
Me” and Still Get a Thrill.” be- Alex Hassiley 
fore coming back for her w. k. “I Trio uses bass (Gottlieb), guitar 
Still Get Jealous” as an encore Yarbrough) and banjo ‘Hassilev 
Gal has id stage saavy “ Gottlieb fronting at the mike 
Kirby Stone Four wrapped up and furnishing plenty of humor be- 
first half excellertiv with their tween numbers and Yarbrough, 
zany anties, including clever im- | who has a sweet tenor, providing 
personations. Bovs have a different the strongest musical accents 
tvle of comedy and had to beg off They come on with * Mama Don't 
Another strong act wag Tanya & *Low go into “Molly Malone” 
Biagi, comed daneers, who de- (Yarbrough soloing), then do ‘Zhan- 
mons e good enough lifts to in- | koye i Crimean folk song and 
ate they could play it straight. very effective), “Rock Island Line’ 
‘ir forte. though, is the clothes- a la Huddie ee er, a very 
rippil bit, and when gorgeous; funny English wusic-hall song 
redhead Tanva shucks her dress ‘Madeira. M Dear” with Gottlieb 
t's a visual display not to be soon leering beautifully’, and wind up 
forgotter vith “Hard, Ain't It Hard.” Crowd 
Gavnor & Ross, vet roller skat- loved it 
ing duo, open show with a fast six- Secret, aside from assiduous re- 
minute job of rling acros. Use hearsal, is in the arrangements, 
own platform and_ gal’s’ hair which are all Gottlieb’s doing. He 
brushes floor on_ several tricks. | is the same fellow who arranged 
Violinists Ving Merlin & Lynda’ for and led the Gateway Singers 
broke in a new act here and are | and who has done much of the ar- 
listed in that department. Dave ranging for the Kingston Trio. He 
Tajors orch s backed canably. js at his best for this group, which 
Next Ak-Sar-Ben show is a Barnes cannot only sing well but can also 
& Carruthers unit Aug, 17-19 kid the music wonderfully 
Trump Name of the group comes from 
a club at Aspen Colo., which Yar- 
Water Follies of brough and Hassilev own. As Gott- 
(Exposition Arena, Portland) | lieb.. who's also done a standup 
Portland. Ore.. Aug. 4 comic single, Says, | We can always 
“water Foll of '59.” produced 2° back to Aspen.” But this group 
and staged bu Sa Snyder: cos sharp and hip to the times, doesn’t 
y ; Broadway Costume Co. figure to return to Aspen for a 
stage choreographer. Buster Keim: while, since recording firms al- 
cater choreographer, Lisa Milton; ready have exhibited lots of in- 
ith Suzanne Nicole, Fred Barber, | terest, in them and the bookings 
Ray & Roman, Ray Edwards, Roa- should come easy Ste - 
er Nadeau. Divers (Stanley Mitch-|~ 
ell, Fran} k, Bobby James, Em-' standards and operatic stuff. Boy- 
ile Hotte, Clire Dyson), Water ish Fred Barber stops the shoW 
Ballet (14), Bill Cianci Orch (12).| with impreshes of celebs, singers 
At Oregon Centennial Exposition | and musical instrumenis, Meek 
Arena, Portland, Aug. 1-14, °59;| guy starts slowly and builds to a! 
$2.50 top begoff. Ray & Roman display some 
—— nifty adagio baiiroom terping. 
“Water Follies of 1959” is the | Ray Edwards is the only stage stint 
first major league water-vauder to|in the second sesh and far too 
appear in this town. Natives and | weak for this spot. He keeps the} 
centennial visitors liked what they | show moving at a good clip as 


saw opening night (1) and werd| emcee, but his song & dance stint 
of mouth should draw throngs | needs work. 

through the turnstiles. Well de- Roger Nadeau grabs hefty mit- 
signed, portable equipment is set|ting and bellies for his comedy 


up in three sections with stage 


|antics on the diving board and in 
flanked by a diving tank on .one > . 


: | the shallow tank. The five diving 
side and a water ballet sectior{ On| ehamps thrill stubholders with 
the other. Physical setup is ideal | their form and skill. The Water 
for keeping the package moving at | Ballet (14) is in the aqua for sev- 
a fast pace. “Follies” is presented | era] top production numbers. Girls 
in two parts with an intermission. |are fresh 
First half is a whammo and/| cipline in 
keeps the customers off their mitts. | ming. They demonstrate versatili- 
Second stanza bogs down and needs ty by dancing onstage. Production 
bolstering with a sock stage act|is neat and lighting, sound and | 
and a stronger finale. | costumes oustanding. Bill Cianci 
Lovely Suzanne Nicole garners | batons the local orchestra (12) for 
| good backing. Feve. 


solid returns with her chirping of 


looking and show dis- | 
their precision swim- | 


,; CHASE & MITCHELL 
| Comedy, Songs, Dance 
35 Mins. 
Statler-Hilton Hotel, Dallas 

Dick Chase & Bud Mitchell, ex- 
have been a team for 
over three years afid their multiple 
talents, expertly displayed, qualify 
them as headliners in the plush, 
larger rooms. Fast, clean show 
neatly tandems handsome vocalist- 
dancer Dick Chase as straightman 
and brusque, loud Bud Mitchell as 
laugh-getter. Opening, with Chase 
singing onstage and Mitchell in the 
room, is loud and wild—guaranteed 
to awaken all patrons. The frenetic 
boys toss clever comedy lines for 


solo acts, 


neat returns. Some lines are not 
strictly Sunday School items, but 
slightly off-color bits are inoffen- 


sive and also score. 


Pair is adept at gauging audi- 
,ences; a hand-sitting room got 
from Mitchell a sudden: “Why 


don't we all get in a taxi and go 
where there’s a show?” Impres- 
sions are fine, with Chase doing 
Rochester, Tony Bennett and 
Louis Armstrong—and Mitchell 
miming Jack Benny, Frankie Laine 
and Johnnie Ray. Both do a sock 
Ed Sullivan takeoff. Vocal duet, 
“Without You,” keeps the tablers 


happy and a tandem terp turn 
takes the team off for hefty palm- 
ing Bark 


JAMAL TWINS 
Dance 

3 Mins. 
Gatineau, Ottawa 


The Jamal Twins, authentically 
Egyptian, have one of the best 
belly-dance bits in the business 


Besides showing plenty savvy and 
& Lamia Jamal are 
lookers and use clicko 
Stint is done to nice 
tough on the house 
for effect. Femmes 
twins, wearing black 
their bare midriffs 
good use of it, plus 
costumes to exhibit 
istle-making construction 
as they toss hips and torsos 
It's a solid act for niteries and 
would look good in a stage musical 
with the right ati Gorm 


VING MERLIN & LYNDA 
Violins 

19 Mins. 
Ak-Sar-Ben, 


ability, Laila 








standout 
costu 
arrangements, 
band but big 
are identical 
hair down to 
and making 
just-right 
their wh 

th *y 


ming 


Omaha 


Long known as a class violin act, 
Ving Merlin & Lynda (Mrs. M.) are 
now injecting some novelty that 
should keep them near the top of 
their field. Pair now come on as 
“The Coquettes,” both in femme 
gowns and wigs to do their fid- 
dling. Lynda, a blonde, wears a 
black hairpiece like her hubby to 


add to the surprise 
Couple keeps up the disguise for 


13 minutes, doing most of their 
familiar routines such as “Hot 
Canary,” challenges and jazz num- 
bers. Both then reduce gowns to 


briefs and strum violins like banjos 
before going into “There's Nothing 


Like a Dame,” in which Merlin 
sings “I'm No Dame” and doffs 
wig. 

Later in show both return au 
nature! for three straightaway 


numbers to let full effect settle on 


aud. Customers here liked the 
switch Trump. 
TONY BARI 


Songs 
25 Mins. 
Gondolier, N.Y. 

Toni Bari, who started to create 
attention some years ago before 
being cut down by an illness which 
caused a layoff of several years, is 
back in business again at the Gon- 
dolier, a dimly lit intimery on 
Lower Fifth Ave. Vocally, he’s bet- 
ter than before, showing a mature 
appreciation of traditional melo- 
dies and a savvy in delivery that 
makes him eligible for protracted 
stands on the floor. 

Bari sings in many languages, 
with accent on Italian and Spanish. 
He takes on the robust romantic 
tunes. His voice is big enough to 


* envelop a room without a mike and 


he can sing softly enough to give 
an air of intimacy to his offerings. 
He varies his sougs with pops, semi~- 
classics and carries a repertoire 
| that seems te contain something for 
everyone. 

| Bari is good for specialized sit- 
uations. In tois atmosphere, 

| excels. Jose. 
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Prez of Dramatists’ Play Service 


Amplifes on Amateur Rig 


y+ 





it 





New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

May.I comment upon the letter 
from Gerald A. Larsen of the Sac- 
ramento:Siate College in your last 
issue? Despite your disclaimer of 
interest in the non-professional 
theatre, you are so widely re 
that field that I think someone 
should amplify Prof. Larsen’s re- 
marks. 


| 


It is true that the release of A! 


plays to the amateur market is 
restricted and delayed more than 
necessary. Protests against any de- 
lay whatsoever disclose that the 
reasons for postponement of a 
play's release are not well under- 
stood. The local theatre manager 
regards a play as declassed 
has previously been played in his 
town by an amateur company. He 
feels he has lost some of his po 
tential audience, but even more 
strongly, he feels the play will be 
regarded as old and out of date. 

The New York producers’ 
dramatists’ agents also feel that if 
a play has been played by an ama- 
teur company before it reaches a 
city on the road it will seriously 
hurt business. The result is that 
plays are withheld from the ama- 
teur market not only when a tour 
is booked, but when someone ex- 


ad in| Man, Curt Conway 


presses a mild interest in possibly | 


organizing a tour. Sometimes a 


vague inquiry as to whether a play | 


might be available for a tour on 


the Pacific coast will result in its ended a 


being withheld from the non-pro- 
fessional market throughout the 
entire United States. 


Amateur plays can be given 4@'the Playhouse, Wilmington. 


restricted release, i.e., made avail- 


> 


Chapman-Conway-Rodale 
Get Off-B’way Royal, N.Y. 

The off-Broadway Royal Theatre 
has been acquired by Lonny Chap- 
and J. Il. Ro 
dale. This gives the trio another 
commercial outlet for their acting 
school at Theatre Studio of N.Y. 
eady tied up with that operation 
is the Cecilwood Theatre, Fishkill, 
N.Y., which they also run as sum- 
mer stock. 

Chapman is an _ actor - author, 
whose play, “The Buffalo Skinner,” 
was produced off-Broadway last 
season. Conway is an actor-director 


if it and Rodale is the author of “Mr. 


Mother Goose,” scheduled to try- 
out in Fishkill next Sept. 1-6 un- 
der Chapman’s direction. If reac- 
tion to the play is favorable it'll 
be moved to the Royal. 


Another play by Rodale, “The 


and Skyscraper,” is slated for an Aug. 


17-22 tryout at the Guthsville Play- 
house, Allentown, Pa. 


Sked ‘Angel’ For 
X-Country Tour 


“Look Homeward, Angel,” which 
7l-week Broadway run 
last April and has since been lim- 
ited to three stock productions, 
will begin touring next Oct. 21 at 
The 
road trek, with Jonn Drew Barry- 





able only in territories where no more starring in, the role originat- 
road company ever plays or where eq on Broadway by Anthony Per- 
there are no stock companies. The ins, will be under the manage- 
Dramatists Play Service has for ment of Theatrical Interests Plan. 


many years been trying to get the 
earliest possible release of the 
properties they represent, and re- 
stricted releases in non-competi- 
(Continued on page 73) 


Mpls. Eyes Enlargement 
Of Municipal Auditorium 
Te Play Legit Tourers 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

The Downtown Council, com- 
prising lecal business and 
leaders, has been delegated by the 
City 
to finance operation of a pro- 
posed expansion of the Municipal 
Auditorium. The governing group 
figures a larger auditorium, prob- 


avly including a theatre to house 
touring legit shows, wou'd be a 
public asset. 


Currently, Minneapolis is with- 
out any house to play the Theatre 
Guild-American Theatre Society 


shows. As a result, the city will 
likely lose the subscription sea- 
son for 1959-60, since road legit 


productions are expected to p! 


nearby St. Paul, where the muni- 
cipal auditorium has a _ theatre 
section 

For the last five years and 
longer Minneapolis has had the 
subscription season exclusively 


and, otherwise, most major tourers 
have played their 
engagements exclusively here. 
However, two years ago the local 


The tour is scheduled to run 
through the season and wind up 
on the Coast, with travel by train 
and bus-and-truck. About 15 weeks 


will be played under Broadway 
Theatre Alliance subscription 
sponsorship. The stock produc- 
tions of Ketti Frings’ dramatiza- 
tion of Thomas Wolfe's novel, 
‘were restricted to the Cocoanut 
Grove (Fla.} Playhouse, the Play- 
house in the Park, Philadelphia, 


Council to work out a plan duction 


4Y Broadway 


and the La Jolla ‘Cal.) Playhouse. 
The Cocoanut Grove and Philly 


civie presentations were permitted be- 


cause the upcoming touring pro- 
isn’t skedded to play 
those locales. The La Jolla beok- 
ing was tied in with the tour, the 
stock operation building the sets 
for the road production. 


Ann Lee, who's 
Joila for a 10-week season through 
next Sept. 5, has instituted a twi- 


light matinee policy Saturdays, 
with performances at 6 p.m. and 
9 p.m. Her siaff includes John 


Boyt, designer; Barry McGee, tech- 
nical director and William deLan- 
noy and Adele Franz ‘formerly 
actress Adele Long- 
mire) as pressagents. 

Regarding TIP’s sponsorship of 
the touring presentation, the legit 


investment - producing syndicate 
was among the backers of the 
Broadway production, co-spon- 


Twin Cities’ sored by Kermit Bloomgarden and 


Theatre 200, Inc. The outfit also 
bought into the management's end 


Lyceum Theatre was acquired by of the presentation while “Angel” 


an evangélistic group for a re- 
ligious tabernacle. United Para- 
mount’s State, which interrupted 
its regular film policy last sea- 
son te play roadshows, won't be 
available any longer and there's 
no theatre here to replace it. 

It has been estimated that the 


' 


was on Broadway. 


Charlie Meeker, Dallas, 
Also Plug 





allas, Aug. 11. 


managing La 


s Other Spots. 


Bilingual Drama School 
Is Planned in Toronto 


The establishment of a national 
bilingual theatre school in Toronto 
|is planned by the Canadian Thea- 
tre Center. Powys Thomas, a mem- 
|}ber of the Stratford (Ont.) Shake- 
spearean Festival company, has 
been chosen by the CTC to be ar- 
tistic director of the proposed 
school, which wiil be under the 
supervision of Michel St. Denis, 
former director of the Old Vic 
School and presently consultant to 
the Lincoln Center in New York. 
| A survey of theatres, auditori- 
ums, arenas and concert facilities 
in Canada will also be conducted 
by CTC on a grant from the Cana- 
da Council. The study, té be com- 
| pleted by next March 15, will be 
conducted by Bruce Serdfager, 
theatre manager of the Stratford 
Festival. 


~ Coin to ‘Sabrina’ 
| to Sabrina 

The consistent profit payoff to 
| the backers of the Broadway pro- 
|duction of “Sabrina Fair” has 
| passed the 100%2 mark. The Inves- 


tors have been receiving annual 
‘dividends on their stake in the 





| 
} 


Playwrights Co. production since | 


the end of its. 317-performance 
Broadway run Aug. 21, 1954. 


comedy had netted $57,754 on a 
$50,000 investment. 
distributions of royalty and mis- 
| cellaneous income, principally 
from stock, hiked the total divvy 
to $103,000 as of last June 30. That 
amount, split equally between the 
backers and the management, was 
registered with the distribution at 
that time of $5,000. 

The profit ineludes the produc- 
tion’s share of income from the 
pre-produrtion sale of the film 
rights to Paramount. The picture 
version, costarring Audrey Hep- 
burn, the late Humphrey Bogart 
and William Holden, was released 
shortly after the termination of the 
comedy’s Broadway run. The Main 
Stem offering costarred Margaret 
Sullivan and Joseph Cotten, who 
were subsequently succeeded by 
Leora Dana and Tod Andrews. 
There was no touring edition of 
the comedy, but a company headed 
by Diana Lynn and Wende!}l Corey 
had a brief run in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. 


Norwalk, Conn., Resident 
Says Train Cancellation 
Will Hurt Theatregoing 





Norwalk, Conn. 
Editor, VARIETY 
Many theatregoers , living in 
southwestern Connecticut and 


working a five-day week are facing 
a blackout of live entertainment. 
Those whose only opportunity to 
attend the New York theatre is on 
a Saturday night are no longer able 
to do so as a result of a sudden 
curtailment of service by the New 


Haven Railroad. There is no longer | 


a train from Grand Central to 
Norwalk on a Saturday night be- 
tween 9:57 and 12:50 a.m. 
Monday-through-Friday nights a 
train leaves New York at 12 mid- 
night. Why can’t it also be run 
Saturday nights? If, as predicted, 
| Broadway shows ring up earlier 
starting next fall, Saturday night 
playgoers will have an even longer 
wait for the train home, and thea- 
tregoing by Connecticut residents 
| will be further discouraged. 


expanded auditorium project will Charles R. Meeker Jr., manag-| Particularly for families who 
involve a cost of $1,500,000 alone ing director of the State Fair Mu- must employ baby-sitters, there 
for the additional property sicals here, has been plugging the | will be extra expense, plus the ne- 
needed. The total exvenditure local venture and three others as 


Set O’Casey’s ‘Dandy’ At 
Edinburgh Fest, London 


London, Aug. 11. 





“the four outstanding summer 
theatre operations in Amerca.” 

In recent tape-recorded inter- 
mission announcements at the 
theatre, Meeker, after commenting 
on the State Fair offering, says, 
“If your travels this summer hap- 


Sean O’Casey, whose plays have pen to take you to Kansas City, 


rarely been done in London, will St. Louis or Los Angeles, we sug-| that it carried an average of 300) 
Royal gest you attend one of the shows 


be represented at the 


Court Theatre here in the fall by being produced by 
“Cock-a-Doodle Theatre in Kansas City, the Muny 


a production of 
Dandy.” 

The Royal 
will follow the play’s production | 


the Starlight 


Opera in St. Louis or the Civic 


Court engagement | Light Opera in Los Angeles. 


“These along with the State Fair 


in September at the Edinburgh | Musicals, are the four outstanding 


Festival. 


(“Cock-a-Doodle Dandy” summer 


theatre operations in 


was given an off-Broadway pres-| America, and a visit to any one of 
entation in New York last winter.;them wilt add eonsiderable plea- 
sure to your trip.” 


—Ed.) 


cessity of taking the sitters (mostly 

teenagers) home at 2 a.m. or later. 
| Under such conditions, it may be 
| difficult, if not impossible, to get 
sitters at all. 

The 11:35 p.m. train from New 
York can hardly have been taken 
off because of poor business, zs I 
have been told on good authority 


to 600 passengers. On some Satur- 
| day nights I had difficulty finding 
a seat. Ralph Sumpter. 





Broadway actress Jean Stapieton, 
who gave birth to a daughter July 
31. will play the femme lead in 
“Call Me Madam” next week at 
the Totem Pole Playhouse, Favetie- 
ville, Pa.. where her husband, 
William Putch, is producer. 


A 


At that time the Samuel Taylor | 


Subsequent | 


Hold “Music Man Curtain to Force 
Thea‘re Cleanup, But Who'll Pay? 


+ 





‘Angry Men,’ ‘Marriage’ 
Set for Basle Theatre 

Basle, Aug. 11. 
Two U.S.-originated plays, Regi- 
nald Rose’s “12 Angry Men” and 
Leslie Stevens’ *“Marriage-Go- 
Round,” will be given their initial 
Swiss presentations during the up- 
coming Komoedie here. The cap- 


The Shuberts are apparently go- 
ing to have to clean up the back- 
stage area of their Broadway the- 
aters, but it remains to be seen 
who will pay the bills. The work 
is finally being done at the gun- 
at-the-head insistence of Actors 
Equity, but the cost may have to 
be borne, at least in part, by the 
shows playing the various houses. 

To get action on the matter, 
Equity held up last Monday night's 


sule theatre launches its 1959-60 . 
semester Aug. 14. (10) performance of ‘The Musie 
(The Rose drama, originally a Man,” at the Majestic Theatre, 


| telerision script and subsequent- 
| ly a film, has never been produced 


‘on Broadway. The Stevens come- 
dy is scheduled to resume on 
| Broadway in September following 
a summer layoff.—Ed.) 


Also slated for production at 
the Komoedie is a new version of 
'Friedrich Duerenmatt’s play-with- 
music, “Frank V — Opera of a 
Private Bank.” The larger Stadt- 
theatre, which presents opera, bal- 
let and legit, is scheduled to begin 
its season here Sept. 14. 


Mixed-Cast Kate’ 
Is Too Darn Hot 


Atlanta, Aug. 11. 

Even Shakespeare has fallen 
afoul the segregation issue. “Kiss 
Me. Kate,” the musical comedy 
'version of the Bard’s “Taming of 
ithe Shrew” was presented in an 
expurgated edition last week in 
the Theatre-under-the-Stars sum- 
mer season of Municipal Theatre. 
Inc., in the 7,500-seat Chastain 
Memorial Amphitheatre in North 
Fulton Park. 

Because the Cole Porter num- 
ber, “Too Darn Hot,” is suitable 
for performance by Negro dancer- 





N. Y., until the “intolerable sari- 
tary conditions” had been “ameli- 
orated.” The show rang up 18 
minutes late “so as to permit a 
time extension to complete the 
work in progress.” 

It was agreed that various reno- 
vations would be carried out yes- 
terday (Tues.) under the supervi- 
sion of representatives of the Shu- 
berts, producer Kermit Bioomgar- 
den and the union. After that, an 
Equity committee was to inspect 
the backstage situation before last 
night’s performance could go on. 
Thereafter, performances will be 
permitted on a day-to-day basis 
pending continued improvements. 

It's expected that after the Ma- 
jestic is fixed up backstag., Equity 
will take steps to force similar 
cleanups at other Shwhert the- 
atres, first in New York and per- 


‘haps ultimately out of town, where 


conditions in some instances are 
said to be even worse. In all cases, 
the union cannot force action un- 
til shows are actually booked into 
the houses. 
The union has no power of deal- 
(Continued on page 75) 


Catholic Critic Deplores 
‘Moral Evaluations’ Of 
Strawhats Sans Research 


oe S, DNs — later = John E. Fitzgerald, entertain- 
; sanfies “—— ven included in the ment columnist of the Catholic 
wrth ove — © weekly, ‘Our Sunday Visitor,’ in 
? , », | lak t r av at- 
Although Georgia law doesn’t aking note of the latterday at 


forbid Negro and white performers 
in the same shows, or even on 
stage together (and it has occurred 


tempts of diocesan publications to 
spread beyond films and “rate” 
legit scripts playing summer the- 
atres, observes: 


in t st), the management fig- ‘e : 

cued tae pa benno school integra- I regret exceedingly the tend- 
ac te onaie oantcomavelal issue | CCY of some diocesan papers to 
— os ; , run moral evaluations of stage 


at the moment, it would he unwise 
to risk a mixed-cast “incident” 
with “Kate.” (The complexity of 
the racial question here is indicat- 


ed by the fact that the Atlanta 
‘baseball team in the Southern 
Assn. is all-white, although other 


Georgia teams in the Sally League 
have Negro plavers) 

M. B. (“Bromo”) Seltzer is presi- 
dent of Municipal Theatre, which 
presents the outdoor musical 
ries, with Eric Mattson as manag- 
ing director, Bill Field associate 
director, Stevenson Barrett musi- 
cal director, Pittman Corry. chore- 
ographer and ensemble stager, and 
Leo Fischer scenic designer. 


‘Goldilocks’ Had $331,145 
Loss on $360,000 Ante 


“Goldilocks,” which had a 20- 
week run last season at»the Lunt- 
Fontanne Theatre, N.Y., folded for 
a $331,145 loss, according to a June 
16 accountant’s statement. The 
Producers Theatre presentation 
was financed for $360,000, of which 
$25.000 has been repaid to the 
backers. The $3,855 balance is 
being held in reserve by the man- 
agement for probable distribution 
this fall. 

Don Ameche and Elaine Stritch 
costarred in the musical, which 
had book and lyrics by N.Y. 
Herald Tribune drama_ critic 
Walter Kerr and his authoress- 
wife, Jean Kerr, with Joan Ford 
collaborating on the lyrics and 
Leroy Anderson providing the 
score. Kerr directed. 


se- 








‘Cherie’ Tuner Revival 
Clicks at Vienna Fest 


| “Why De You Lie Cherie?” is 
having a successful revival -in 
| Vienna. The operetta, with music | 
|by Leonard Marker and book and | 
lyrics by Hans Lengsfelder and | 
Siegfried Tisch, is running at the 
Raimund Theatre as part of the 
Vienna Festival. 

The musical racked up a run of 
bout 500 performances in repre 


ls 
| prior to World War Il. 


shows without explaining that they 
are completely unofficial. Moral 
evaluations are estimates and edu- 
cated guesses as to what will af- 
fect the average audience in what 
way under geners! circumstances, 
They are neither infal'ible nor ap- 
plicable to every person every- 
where under every circumstance. 
They deserve serious considera- 
tion, for entertainment. like read- 
ing matter, persons, places and 
things. can be an occas‘on of sin 
But I sometimes wonder if it 
wouldn't be better to have serious 
studies in our Catholic colleges 
and universities as to just what a 
film or art is and just how it can 
affect us. For example, excessive 
brutality sickens us and is repul- 
sive to us, but can we sav for cer- 
tain that it is contagious ” 

“What is most regrettable is that 
so few Catholics seem to know that 
some of these lists (exclusive of 
the Legion of Decency list) are 
completely unofficial, and some- 
times the estimation ‘often accu- 
rate, but nevertheless unofficial 
and fallible) of an individual. 

“If one Catholic critic can say 
a show is immoral, another can say 
it is moral (though not perhaps 
suitable for a family audience) 
The important thing is that each 
explain what norms or standards 
he is using to make this personal 
evaluation.” 


Berny to Guest-Fiddle 
For Santa Fe Overa Co. 


Albuquerque, Aug. 11. 

Jack Benny will appear Aug. 27 
in Albuquerque for the benefit of 
the Santa Fe Opera Co. The guest 
date as violin soloist will be un- 
der the auspices of the Opera 
Guilds of New Mexico. The or- 
chestra will be conducted by John 
Crosby, musical director 

The concert will be in the 6,600- 
seat Johnson Gymnasium of New 
Mexico Univ, Tickets are scaled 
at $440, $3.16 and $7.90. Benny 
reportedly is donating his services 
fer the event. 
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A Baisin In the Sun 








London, Aug. 5. 

Jack Hylton presentation (in associa 
tion with Philip Rose David J. Cogan 

id The Select Operating Corp) of a 
three-act (six scenes) drama by Lorraine 
Hanst y Direction, Liovd Richards 
Stars, Earle Hyman, Juanita Moore: fea 
t s Kim Hamilton, Olga James, Mere 
ditt vards. Opened Aug. 4, '59, at the 
Ad Theatre, London; $2 top 
R Younger Kim Hamilt »n 
1 s Younger John Adan 
Wa Lee Younger Earle Hyman 
Beneatha Younger Olga James 
Lena Younge Juanita Moore 
Joseph Asagi Bari Johnson 
G Murchison Scott Cunningham 
Karl Lindet Meredith Edwards 
Bobs Lionel Ngakane 
Moving M Keefe West, Donald Hoath 





Lorraine Hansberry’s eagerly 
awaited Broadway success seems to 
have al! the hallmarks of a similar 
click in London, though the critics 
were cagey about sharing the all- 
out enthusiasm of their New York 
colleagues Directed by original 
Broadway stager Lloyd Richards 
th a slow but sure touch and 
acied with tremendous vitality by 
a virtually all-Negro cast, “Raisin” 
is an engaging mixture of humor, 
poignance and high drama. 


Abroad ain 


| 


| entrusts her to his best friend when 


t 
Fundamentally, there is nothing 


in Miss Hansberry’s 
of a family dreaming iis 
and frustrated in its at- 
tempts to rise above its squalid 
surroundings. But the author 
writes with such warm insight and 
intuition that the theme is given 
a new look. The race question is 
unly implicit in the play, as the 
essential emotions of the 
characters have little to do with 
the color of their skins. 

There are three standout per- 
formances, ail feminine. Juanita 
Moore as the kindly, religious ma- 
triarch is a tower of strength, dig- 
nified, human and touching in the 
closing stages of the play. Also 
eilfective is Kim Hamilton, as the 

yung wife, bewildered, tired and 
longing only for a little peace. Miss 
Hamilton has some of her best 
moments When she has nothing to 
do but apparently watch what's 

«ppening. Her repose is masterly. 
Olga James scores heavily with the 
humor as the young advanced sis- 


original 





areams 


ter, but is less at ease with her 
iramatic scene. Incidentaily, the 
part is understood to be largely 
based on the author's own char- 


acte! 


various | 


- ad ' 
Major discnpointment is the per- 


formance of EKa.le Hyman as the 


chip on his shoulder son whose 
greed nearly causes a family dis- 
aster. His performance is an in- 

esting one, but Hyman tends to 


ham it up, to pose and rant a great 


ceal. Nevertheless, though lacking 
charm, he extracts humor from his 





role and has at least three fine 
moments with the mother and the 
wife 

John Adan is a likable young- 

Bari Johnson and Scott Cun- 
gham are excellent as Miss 
nes’ eager suitors and Meredith 
Edwards, as the representative of 
the white colony into which the 
Younger family plans to move, is 
first-class in the scene where, 
blunderingly, he tries to break the 
news that they would not be wel- 
come in the neighborhood. 

Set in an appropriately seedy 
apartment, “A Raisin in the Sun” 
(the title is billed here without cap- 


Sler 





itals) is too long, but is an absorb- 
ing and rewarding theatrical en- 
tertainment Rich. 


Look After Lulu 
LONduii, ..ug. 5. 


Englhsh Stage Co. presentation (in asso 





ciation with H. M. Tennent Ltd. and L.O.P. 
Lid of a three-act (four scenes) farce, 
ted by Noel Coward from a play by 
Feydeau. Direction, Tony Rich 

nm; decor, Roger Furse. Stars Vivien 
Anthony Quayle. Opened July 29, 





9 he Royal Court Theatre, London; 
$2.26 top 
Lulu D'Ay e Vivien Leigh 
Bomt Peter Stephens 
Yvonne Shirley Cameron 
P ele Fanny Car>y 
SSROY ce rns ervccceves Jeanne Watts 
y es John Gatrell 
I es Cecil DLrook 
Ph de Croze Robert Stephens 
\ : Sean Kelly 
G Peter Sallis 
( e Meriel Forbes 
M el Bl hard Anthony Quayle 
< il Koschnadieff 


Lawrence Davidson 


Herr in Putzeboum George Devine 
I Boys David Ryder 

Arnold Yarrow 
P e of Salestria Max Adrian 
Ro Anne Bishop 
Pobetr 2 Bitsa 
Oudatte Arnold Yarrow 
‘ ette Peter Wyatt 
Pt graphe David Ryder 
Dis t Mavor Richard Goolden 
\ al » Barbara Hicks 


Elaine Millar 
Michael Bates 





The combination of Noel Coward 


as author and Vivien Leigh as star 
suggests theatrical - fireworks, but 
this adaptation of Georges Fey- 


farce emerges 
damp squib. Despite the win- 

presence of Miss Leigh and 
a sound cast that plays with relent- 
enthusiasm, the piece becomes 
edious; and seems as unlikely for 


' 
t 
London as it proved for Broadway 


deau 50-year-old 


i i 


As a memory-refresher, the item | 


concerns a cocotte who finds it im- | given that half chance and, by 


large, ambles through the evening 
willing stooge 

no relation to the star 
show, is a revue artist of 
yossibile to say “No,” and who great experience and she makes 
fallies wherever the prospects are | Palf a dozen useful character con- 
to be found. Her current tributions Vivienne Martin is a 

promising soubrette and scores a 


Continued on page 78 


of the 


lover 


he has to go off on Army service. A 





with bewildering lack of sense 
The dialog is mainly the dry 

martini type of joke which 

amusing enough when Coward was 


mock marriage ceremony is_ in- ~~ -—- 

volved and the various plots and | 

counterplots collide and _ misfire Sh 0 t {T } 
JHOW VU OF 1OWN 











The Gazebo 











first making impact in the theatre Central City, Col., Aug. 3 
but now seems outmoded. Neither Central City Opera House Assn. presen 
the author nor director Tony Rich- t8e" of Playwrights Co. & Frederick 
Brisson production of three-act (five 
ardson can accuse the cast of lack scenes) come melodrama by Alec Cop 
of enthusiasm. In fact, everybody Pel. from story bs Chea and Alec Coppet 
tac . ar P . Fr 7 nis Direction Jerome Chodorov setting, Jo 
tries so hard that comedy poin Mielziner; costumes, Virginia Volland 
are smashed home with a dul rs Té Ewell, Jan Sterling; f@atures 
thud Saiem Ludwig. Bianche Col 
: ‘ , , ‘lis, Ralph Chambers, Justine 
Miss Leigh is guiltless on this Latte Svecin Wine Neves 
score, however. Alternately de- on. Opened Aug we 59, at 
“Ae » 2 yy ha ral City (Col.) Opera House 
mure and saucy, she plays the wits’ G6 Fiider Saturdee 
cocotte with charming good humor g 
and is responsible for most of the on ee 
F ‘ ‘yoole n on riggs 
fun Anthony Quayle struggles Mathilda Justine Johns.on 
lar with 1e ole oO 1e@ DeWLIG- ell ash dan Scerling 
hard th the rol f tl I j-|N Nast 


Snodgrass 
Chandler 


Ralph Chambers 


ered best friend, but is hopelessly | ™ - 
Blanche Collins 


Mrs 


miscast and has to hoke the part Visiior Sam Elterman 

oOo ge "eS S tr horpe Jay Veir 
to get results. I : A 

r . nis . cca 7 rus arry oVerde 

Max Adrian brings finesse to the | Anay Vimcant Barbi 

role of the Prince with a roving. Milano Salem_ Ludwig 

eve. Robert Stephens gamely | Potts ee 

’ ¥ W oan s rman 

tackles ihe colorless role of Lulu’s . : ae 


lover and Meriel Forbes has het # 


“ : “The Gazebo.” which recently 
moments with the small part of a 


ended a six months Broadway run, 


ets ere a Benny plays underwent some minor dramatur- 
uayles godiather with robust gical surgery before openirfg a 


zest but fails to make it 
but a caricature 


. hinge 
anything road toi: at the Opera House here 


4 Aug. 1. The locale of the Alex 
I: aly am Miss bs nae and ( yppel comedy-meller has been 
‘ rian, tne most pt sage ing per-| changed from Roslyn, L. I. to an 
ormances are two or three of the | imaginary suburb called Chimney 
minor ones. For instance, Michael | Corners. The police surgeon role 
ate . Sange - see ae : S 
Bates has a few hilarious minutes | of the New York production ha 
as a police inspector, but since been dropped and the character of 
—— are at the end of the play | a soft-headed local guardian of the 
hey are too late to have much peace, who is always having trou- 
effect. Richard Goolden he has been 


with 


ble his hearing aid 


mayor who conducts the n ge | added. Also, the two leading roles 











ceremony, Anne Bishop as N- have been revamped to fit the per- 

derstanding maid, Sean ly, sonalities of the present stars Tom 

Peter Sailis and Lawrence David- fy and Jan Sterling 

son all chip in their ten centsworth The changes made during -re- 
But “Look After Lulu!”, with its fearsals in New York under the 

new look, is nothing but an old. direction of Jerome Chodorov have 

fashioned bedroom farce which ean apparently heightened the comedy 





do little to enhance 
tions of anybody 


the reputa- | with 
concerned 


additional stage business, 


added pace and suspense, and have 





Ie provided ample opportunity for 
—————— Ewell to utilize the plastic quali- 
Fine Fettle ties of his expressive face, where 
London. At - a pop-eyed grimace soméiimes Car- 

+ us ‘ 
ad ries more tun than a page of script. 


Bernard Delfont & Emile Little: 
tation of a two-act revue by Be 


role of mystery writer-hero, 
& Dave 














Freeman, with extra songs nally writte t} g >} j 
material by Robert Gould, Leslie Briou eprins we er ie Ewell in 
John Law, Lance Mulcaney, Delores C1 but played in New York by 
— Re . Moody, Re fae N e Walter Slezak because Ewell was 

eGran irection, Kenne Cart -' : 7 P > y 
ography, Irving Davies; decor, Loudon "Ot avaliable’ Is now a natul al for 
Sainthill; lighting. Michael Northerr the present star. Jan Sterling, as 

| Stars Benny Hill, Robertson Hare. S the frivolous actress-wife Jlaved 
Wallis; features Rose Hill, Irving D es, = ” ' ‘J a9 ” ife praye 
Peter Vernon. Mario Fabrizi, Kenneth Originally by Jayne Meadows) is 
Toye. Peter Thornton, Fran Davies, decorative, and with a fine comedy 
ivienne Martin, Mildred Mayne, Cler touch. makes the role : slieve > 
ence Bettany, Malcolm Macdonald, Terr . : n, max pe tes a believable 
Theobald, Maureen Sims, Heather Lynn, fixture in a well-heeled subui'ban 
Brett Stevens, Terry Bay, David Sr home. 
Janet Hall, Nita Howard. Tomn Sha 2riga sive -elaxe 
Burt Rhodes & Orch. Opened Aug. 6. "59 Don Br iggs gives a relaxed _and 
at the Palace Theatre, London: $3.50 top. assured portrayal of the writer's 
——_—_— neighbor, the local district attor- 


Strictiy for home consumption, ney who «eeps dropping in to be 
this revue, described on the pro- helpful. Ralph Chambers as the 
gram as “a musical romp in cloth rustic cop, is delightfully amusing 
cap and tails,” is the sort of lively, and natural with the hearing aid 
colorful, good-humored show trouble. Blanche Collins is con- 
which could be more eagerly en- vincing as the persistent real es- 
joyed in the indulgent atmosphere tate agent 
of a summer evening by the sea. It “The Gazebo,” produced by the 





is neither witty enough, punchy Playwrights Co. and Fredrick Bris- 
enough, nor star-studded enough son, opened the second phase of 
for a West End revue, though no the Central City Festival of Opera 
doubt there are enough admirers & Drama sponsored each summer 
of the television comedian, Be by the Central City Opera House 
Hill, to give it a fair chance of Assn., of which Frank H. Ricket- 
success, son, Jr., and Robert Selig, Denver 





The word “television” is perhaps Showmen, are president and vice- 
the key to the situation. The show President respectively. ; 
has been directed by tv's Kenneth . The Central City engagement is 
Carter and written by Hill and his for four weeks, five evening per- 
gag-writer, Dave Freeman. In fact, formances and three matinees pre- 


at least four of Hill's major items sented weekly Bidd. 
of material have recently beer 
seen in his tv program and are 


Concert Review 


rather more suited to the sma 
box medium than to the large ' vr 
Palace stage ; Tne Telephone 

Hill, witn his sly, ingratiating Mexico City, Aug. 4 
smile, blink and slight lisp, e Giar irlo Menotti’s “The Tele- 
a considerable assortment of roles, Phone” had its Mexican premiere 


He is an earthbound spaceman, at the small Sala Ponce at the 
the front half of a centaur, the | Palace of Fine Arts. The midget 
leader of a brass band. a clumsy | Opera was interpreied by soprano 
formation dancer. Lady Godiva’s Rosita Rimoch as Lucy and bari- 


curious stable-boy, a country lad tone Roberto Banueles as Ben 
looking round a fun fair and, in a Mi Rimoch was, particularly 
final sketch, half a dozen roles effective ; Lucy, with beauty of 
3asically, however, he remains her voice combined with an excel- 
the likeable softie who ymehow lent atunement to the humorous 
manages to get the last word. But tuation of the opera. Baritone 
Hill's amiability and sense of fun | Banueles turned in his usual com- 
cannot disguise that he is re ! petent performance and, as a 


on personality at the expense of hole, the Spanish translation of 
Menotti's 





material with little point and i work lost none of its 
variably no tag-line. The sketches charm vith singers and accom- 
just splutter out. °° paniment perfectly blended 





Hill & Freeman have not served There was no orchestral back- 
their colleagues very generou ound with pianist Armando 
either. Shani Wallis puts over a Montiel Oivera, who handled musi- 
few numbers with pert vivacity,| cal direction also, interpreting the 
but they do not suit her energetic orchestral score. Stage direction 
and lively style. Robertson Hare, was in hands of Carlos Diaz Du- 


long a stalwart of farce, turns to. pont and scenery by Antoni Lopez 


revue for the first time, and seems | Mancera. All elements turned in 
to have made one of the few errors such good jobs that “The Tele- 
of his career. Not that he isn’t | phone” is the best success to date 
funny when given half a chance.| of the Manuel M. Ponce Musical 


The trouble is that he is rarely | Association, which sponsored the 
and | presentation. 


mil. 





Off-Broadway Review 


e : 
Julius Caesar 
ikespeare Festival production 
drama by William Shakespeare 
Joseph Papp; director, Stuart 
setting and costumes, Eldon 
Eldet lighting, John Robertson; music 
\ Opened Aug "59. at the 
Pheatre, Central Park, 
mission 
us Franklin Cover 
penter Martin J. MecCarrick 
Ray Reinhardt 
Roger C. Carmel 
Staats Cotsworth 
Rex 


N.Y Ss 
of two-act 


Produ 


selvedere Lake 





urto 
Sally Chamberlin 
Donald Madden 

Roscoe Lee Browne 
Ernest Graves 

John Harkins 

Arthur Watson 

John Heffernan 

Frederic Downs 

r William Shust 
Howland Chamberlin 
Franklin Cover 
Peter Benzoni 
Richard Clemence 
Joel Parsons 
Richard Graham 





to Caesar 


rus 
to Antony 





er Edward L. Simmons 
Cinna Peter Benzoni 
izens Mel Arrighi, John Heffernan 
Octavius Caesar Nicholas Kepros 
Lepidus John Heffernan 
Luc is Ray Reinhardt 
itinius Arthur Watson 
Pindarus Roscoe Lee Browne 
DEOOGEEE: sec ccadivens Mel Arrighi 
Clitus William Shust 
Voh $ Peter Benzoni 
: ius Howland Chamberlin 
Strato Richard Morse 
Others: Susan Alexander, William Alex 
ander, Edyth Byrnes, Sandra  Chusid 
ames Colipora Jo Davidson, Bill Des 
mond. Don Donnellan, James E. Dwyer, 
Donald Elms, Robert Evans, Horace Foster 
ir jenry Grossman Lucille Hauser, 
Patti Kilmurray, Richard Knudson, Bar 
bara Lerner, Miriam Levenson, Constance 
Mitchell Jerome Ragni, Pierre Rayon 


Donald Reiker, William Renn, Fred Ripin 
om F< 


I 1 Rodduck, Pearl Sheffy. Nikki 
Still ( e Walker, William Wilden 
Karl E. Williams 


Shakespeare is back in Centra! 
Park for an abbreviated three 
weeks of “Julius Caesar” following 





a public controversy between Park 
Commissioner Robert Moses and 
producer Joseph Papp. Now that 
the courts have upheld the free 
admission policy of the N.Y 
are Festival, all Papp 

is the weather, low fly- 


raft, the sort of camera 
» audience who, on open 
jumped on stage to get 





a flash-shot of Mare Anthony 
nourning over the bleeding corpse 
of the murdered Caesar and, of 
cour the perennial question of 
tinal s 


After three seasons in Central 





Park, t festival productions have 
ended to stress swift movement 
and realistic acting. While not 
geared for Shakespearean purists 

e productions have been lively 
and workmanlike, a valuable pro- 
je n both theatrical and civic 
tern 

The current production of “Julius 
Caesar” continues in the vigorous 
style that has marked Papp’s pro- 


ductions in 
} 


his more 


the past and is one of 
effective ventures. Shake- 
treatment of the conspir- 
acy leading to the assassination of 
Julius (¢ and the civil war 
ihat su contains colorful 
the 


speare’s 





aesar 
eeded it 
pageantry and excitement in 
first h 





St 





Vaughan’'s direction is 


most successful when he has the 
open stage filled with the Roman 
populace 

Ihe second part, containing the 


military defeat of the conspirators, 
comes as the usual anticlimax to 
the bloody plotting of the first 
half. A few sketchy battle scenes 


ipture the imagination of 
the first half’s Bacchanalian revels 


ao not 








following Caesar's death or the 
frenzied mob at the funeral ora- 
tion 

Moreover, the intimate scenes 
suffer from uneven playing. John 
Harkins seems unhappily casted as 
Brutus, the key man among the 
conspirators. Hardly seeming the 
intellectual patriciar Harkins 
mbues the melancholy stoic with 
affable and hearty qualities that 
often clash with the refined 
philosophy he speaks. His scenes 
with Ernest Graves as Cassius, his 
accomplice in the conspiracy, lack 
the rapport between two men ol 
intellect caught up in a conflict ol 
politics and_ principles Graves 
does fairly well in the showy role 
of Cassius, but does not use all the 
opportunities the part offers 

Staats Cotsworth makes Caesar 
in exceptionally symp ar- 





ter. He plays with authority and 


delivers the most well balanced 


performance in the production 
Dona!ld Madden errs in making 
Mai Anthony more the callow 
youth than the polished politician 
In the funeral oration, a tour de 


orce for any young actor, there is 
ot mui suggestion that Anthony 
is manipulating the public in his 
behalf 

The only two female roles in the 
play are capably handled by Sally 
Chamberlin as the _ aristocratic 
wife of Brutus and Sarah Burton 
as Caesar's harried spouse. Rex 
Everhart gives the role of Casca a 


bumpkin quality, although the 
lines suggest effete cynicism 
Eldon Elder’s setting simply 


ber effectively places four tall 
columns against the wide expanse 
j}of the skyline. This is varied 
| throughout with ornamental grill 
work and torchlights, and provides 
a neutral background to set off 
his colorful costumes. Jqhn Robert- 
son's lighting is another strong 
sight value. David Amram’'s musie¢ 
enriches the pageantry and subtly 
underlines the tender domestic 
scenes 

Though Commissioner Moses 
may have a point about the Cen- 
tral Park grass, Papp and company 
are proving their point much more 
dramatically six nights a week, 
weather permitting Burm. 





Dance Reviews 











World Dance Festival 


N.Y. City Hudson Celebration Theatre- 
in-the-Park (Jean Dalrymple, director), 
Jean Leon Destin and his Haitian Dance 


Co., Alphonse Cimber and Ramos at the 
drums; The Dancers of Ceylon, directed 
by T. P. Amerasinghe; Antonio Medina & 
Eugenio Goya, Rogelio Roguera, guitarist; 
Alvin Ailey, American Dance Co.; the 
Hebraica Dancers; musical director, Pac- 
quita Anderson; lighting by Abe Feder; 
stage decor by Duane McKinney. Opened 
2, ‘59. at the Theatre-in-the-Park, 


Aug 
N. Y.; $3.95 top. 





World Dance Festival, latest of- 
fering in New York’s Central Park 
Theatre-in-the-Park series, is of lit- 
tle help in getting Robert Moses’ 
latest mistake off the ground. Most 
of the elements, coming here from 
the first annual World Dance Festi- 
val in Washington, have intrinsie 
merit, but the performance opening 
night, Aug. 3 would have brought 


banishment to a highschool stage 
manager 
Standouts were .ae Hebraica 


Dancers, tresh, young Manhattan- 


ites with a true folknic verve; An- 
tonio Medino and Eugenio Goya, 
flamenco heeltappers who would 
be a tv or Vegas bet; the endur- 


ance hoofology of the Dancers of 
Ceylon and two of the Jean Leon 
Destine troupe’s numbers. “Wa- 
{ and a voodoo ritual highe 
lighted by the frenzy of Marguerite 
Adrien, 

Alvin Ailey & Co. 
selves In a pretentious 








wasted them- 
“Blues 


Suite,” which was under rehearsed 
and over-long. Only a challenge 
dance between Aijiley and Nat 
Horne and “Mean Ol’ Frisco” 


which was better done by the same 
performers in “Talent ‘59") are 
worthwhile. There is a tendency 
toward big build-ups for these so- 
called blues operas, suites, etc., 
with subsequent shambles setting 
in on stage because of lack of de- 
velopment in every department. 
The Normand Maxon costumes are 
professional Leve. 


Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo 
(THEATRE-IN-PARK, N.Y.) 








S. J. Denham presentation with Alicia 
Alonse, Igor Yousekevitch, Natalie Kras- 
sovska Leon Danielian, Nina Novak, 
George Zoritch Irina Borowska Alaa 
Howard, Eleanor D’Antuono, Kenneth Gil- 
lespie and ensembie Conductor Ivan 
Boutnikoff. Week of Aug. 10, ‘59; $3.95 
t 

Poor offerings and poor weather 
had made the fancy-new Theatre- 


in-the-Park (Central) desperate for 

: occasion. Alicia Alonso and Igor 
,ousekevitch provided it Monday 

0) before what seemed the largest 
paid audience yet, though appar- 
ently extensively papered, too. 
These guest stars underlined the 
point: the arena and the people in 
the canvas chairs can come alive, 
given provocation. Their pas-de- 
deux from “Don Quixote” was high 
stvie all the way and fulsomely 
appreciated in prolonged applause 
and many “curtain” calls. 

Balance of the evening was 
without being dynamic. 





pleasant 


The Ballet Russe of the present 
day eschews choreographic inno- 
vation although Nina Novak's 
classical variations worked out 
quite agreeably to Brahms music. 
Irina Borowska, Alan Howard, 
Eleanor D’Antuono and Kenneth 
Gillespie led this opener, backed 
by six matched couples. Miss No- 


vak, teamed with George Zoritch, 
then offered “Swan Lake,” with 
reasonable crispness, not easy on 


the circular platform. 

Denhamites stick to standard, 
familiar rep@rtory, royalty-free bal- 
Item four was the old Massine- 
Oifenbach “Gaite Parisienne” ar- 
ranged here by Manuel Rosenthal. 
There iiave been both superior and 
inferior versions of the work seen 
in this town. Say that the company 
worked hard. 

Well-costumed, uncvenly re- 
hearsed, generally acceptable but 
never remarkable, “the present 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, guest 


ets 


stars excepted, pleased the cus- 
tomers, created no memories. 
Land. 
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‘Gazebo $32,000 for 9, Central City; 
‘Lady’ $116,300, SF; ‘Music 62446, Chi 





With the addition of the touring + 


“Gazebo,” there were four shows | 
on the road last week. Business 
was generally up for all of them. | 

“My Fair Lady,” in the second | 
week of a return engagement in! 


San Francisco, reached a huge 
$116,300. “Oklahoma” was also up 
in Frisco, as was “Music Man” in 


Chicago. “West Side Story” held 
approximately even in Los Angeies. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Parenthetic designations for out- 
of-town shows are the same as for 
Broadway, except that hyphenated 
T with show classification indicates 

jout and RS indicates road show. 
Also, prices on touring shows in- | 
clude 10° Federal Tax and local 
ta if anu, but as on Broadway 
grosses are net; i.e., exclusive of 
taxes. Engagements are for single 
week less otherwise noted. 

CENTRAL CITY, COL. 
Gazebo, Opera House ‘(CD-RS) 
Ist wk) ‘Tom Ewell, Jan Sterling). 

Opened Aug. 1 and drew nearly 
$32,000 for first nine performances 
through last Saturday night (8). 





CHICAGO 


Music Man, Shubert ‘MC-RS) 
(26th wk) ($5.50-$6.60; 2.100; $71.- 
458 


Over $62,500. Previous week, 
$57,200 ° 
LOS ANGELES 

West Side Story, Philharmonic 


(MD-RS 4th wk) ($5.75-$6.50; | 
2.670; $79,800). Nearly $77,100 on | 
Civic Light Opera subscription. | 


Previous week, $77,300 





SAN FRANCISCO 
My Fair Lady, Opera House (MC- 


RS) (4th wk) ($5.75-$6.50; 3,550; 
$120.900) ‘Michael Evans, Diane! 
Todd). Over $116.300 on Civic 
Light Opera subscription. Previous 


week, $108,000. 

Oklahoma, Curran (MC-RS) (3d 
wk) ($5.75-$6.50: 1,758: $59,000) | 
Helen Gallagher, Bobby Vafi, 
Jules Munshin). About $52,000 on 
CLO subscription. Previous week, 
$51,100. 





|“Romeo and Juliet” 
| “Merry Wives of Windsor.” 


Stratford, Conn., $44,166 


Stratford, Conn., Aug. 11. 

The American Shakespeare Fes- 
tival set a new iecord last week 
with a $44,166 gross, virtually 
capacity. The eight-performances 
schedule included three of “All's 
Well that Ends Wel!,” three of 
and two of 


“A Midsummer Night's Dream,” 
revived last season, is restored to 
the repertoire with four perform- 
ances this week. 


‘BELLS’ HAPPY $60,000 
KANSAS CITY OUTDOOR 


Kansas City, Aug. 11. 

“Bells Are Ringing,” with Gor- 
don and Sheila MacRae, grossed 
over $60,000 last week at the Star- 
light Theatre here. The show is 
currently holding over. 

“Li'l Abner,” opens next Monday 
17) as the two-week season finale 


Scheduled B’way Preems 


Much Ado, Lunt-Fontanne (9-17-59) 
Gangs All Here, Ambassador (10-1-59). 
Happy Town, 54th St. (19-6-59). 
Moonbirds, Cort (10-7-59). 

Cheri, Morosce (10-8-59) 

Drop of a Hat, Golden (10-8-59) 

Goiden Fieecing, Miller's (10-14-59) 
Heartbreak House, National (10-18-59). 
Miracle Worker, Playhouse (10-19-59) 
Warm Peninsuta, Hayes (10-20-59) 
Take Me Along, Shubert (10-22-59). 
Girls Against Boys, Alvin (10-27-59). 
Highest Tree. Longacre (11-4-59) 
Tenth Man, Booth (11-5-59). 

Sound Music, Lunt-Fontanne (11-12-59) 
Only in America, Cort (11-19-59) 
Fiorello, Broadhurst (11-23-59) 

5 Finger Exercise, Music Box (12-2-59) 
Sitent Night, Moresco (12-3-59) 
Saratoga, Winter Garden (12-7-59). 
Time’s Fool, ANTA (12-8-59) 

Goodbye Chartie, Lyceum (12-16-59). 
Pink Jungle, Plymouth (1-11-60). 


Off-Broadway Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 
NEW YORK 
Boy Friend, Cherry Lane (1-25-58) 

















Amateur Rights 


eee COntinued from page 71 Gee 
tive territory. We have had some | 
cooperation, but the amount has 
been really discouraging. Since | 
Variety is a professional trade | 
paper, I think it should point out | 
to producers and backers, drama- | 
tists and dramatists’ agents that | 
they are all losing substantial | 
amounts of money threugh their | 
failure to cooperate with the ama- 
teur leasing agencies fer an early | 
restricted release and the earliest | 
possible unrestrieted release. A 
good amateur property needlessly | 
held off the market for a matter | 
of one or two years can lose money | 
—thousands of dollars—in compe- | 
tition with the release of plays 
more recently done on Broadway. 
One more comment on Prof. | 
Larsen’s letter: very few proper- | 
ties indeed are held ug because of 
the release of: a motion picture, | 
and most of these are in the musi- | 
cal field. Ne amateur group wishes | 
to give a performance at the same | 
time the picture is being released | 
locally. It is impessible for the 
amateur releasing agency to antici- | 
pate the date of the motien picture 
release, and the local amateur 
groups should keep in touch with 
the local motion pieture theatre | 
| 





manager. There is one other field 
over which we have no control. If 
the motion picture made from a 
play is disappointing, the play’s 
amateur rights are hurt. If the| 
motion picture is successful, the 
amateur rights are helped. 
The non-professional field has | 
burgeoned to the point where there | 
are now over 30,000 performing 
groups in the United States and 
Canada. This includes community, 
academic high schools and organ- | 
izational groups. A play popular in 
this field can gross from $50,000 | 
to $150,000 in royalties. Some few 
have grossed over a quarter of a) 
million. Producers, dramatists and 
dramatists’ agents are alive to the | 
advanees and guarantee against | 
royalties, but then their interest | 
stops. They are shockingly un- | 
mindful of the chance te exploit 

their properties in this market. 
Sincerely, 

Howard Lindsay 
(Howard Lindsay has been pres- | 
ident of The Dramatists’ Play Serv- | 
ice since its establishment in| 
1936. He is a noted Broadway au- | 
thor, director and actor, and a/|§ 
former president of the Drama- 
tists Guild.—Ed.) ' 





tien, Living Theatre (7-15-59). 
Enemy of the People, Actors (2-4-59). 
Leave It te Jane, Sheridan Sa. (5-25-59). 


Many Loves, Living Th’tre (Rep) (1-13-59), | 
(4-6-59); | 


Mark Twain Tonight, 4ist St 


closes Sept 


Our Town, Circle in Square (3-23-59) 


Share Lettuce, Villaze Gate (7-28-59) 
Shaw Festival, Provincetown (5-26-59) 
Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9-20-55) 
Weitr of the Toreadors, Cricket (46-59). 


Shakuntala, St. Marks (9-9-59). 

Three Sisters, Fourth St. (9-22-59). 
Simone, Gaie (9-23-59) 

Confederates, Marquee (9-28-59). 
Vincent, Cricket (9-30-59). 

Great God Brown, Phoenix (10-5-59 
Burning Bright, Th’tre East (10-12-59). 
Mis-Guided Tour, Downtown (10-12-59). 
Summer 17% Doll, Players (10-13-59). 
Yerma, Theatre 74 (10-15-59). 


LOS ANGELES 
Barber of Seville, LeGrand (7-2!-59) 
Billy Barnes Revue, Las Palmas (10-13-58) 
Cat on Hot Tin Reot, Valley ‘8-7-59). 
Cold Wind, Players Ring (6-8-58). 
Immoralist, Horseshoe (7-17-59) 
Look Back in Anger, Gallery (6-24-59). 
Paim Tree, Stage Society (7-24-59). 
Who That Lady. © ' (4-13-59). 

cLo>e 


Letter, Centre (6-20-59). 
Tail Stery, Omnibus (7-29-59) 
Tender Trap, Valley (6-5-59) 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Revue, Horseshoe (911-59). 
Tunnel of Love, Valley «9. 
Girls in 509, Gallery (9-15-59) 
Enemy of People, Civic (9-21-59). 


Lendon Shows 


(Figures denote avening dates) 
Blue ic, Prince Wales (2-19-59) 
Caught ing, Pieendilly (5-22-59). 
Clown Jewels, Vie. Palace (3-5-59). 
Complaisant Lover, Globe (6-18-59). 
Farewett, Eugene; Garrick (6-5-59). 
Fine Fettle, Palace @-6-59) 
Five Finger Exercise, Comedy (7-16-58) 
Fool’s Paradise, Apollo (4-1-59). : 
French Mistress, inces (6-4-59) 
Grass is Greener, St. Mart. (12-2.58). 
Hamlet, Queen's (8-4.59) 
a Wyndham’s -11-59). 

a 

of 








Irma Douce, Lyrie (7-17-58). 
Land Smites, Coliseum (7-9-59). 
Let ‘Em Est Cake, Cambridge (5-64-59) 


Lock Up Daughters, Mermaid (5-28-59) 
Look Affer Lulu, Royal Ct. (7-29-59). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52). 


My Fair Lady, Drury Lane (4-30-58) 

Once More With Feeling, New (7-9-59) 

Pleasure His Co.. 

Prodigal Wife, Winter Gard. (5-28-59). 

Raisin in the Sun, Adelphi (8-4-59). 

Ring of Truth, Savoy (7-16-59). 

Roar Like a Dove, Phoenix (9-25-57). 

Roots, Duke of York's (7-30-59). 

Rope Dancers, Arts (7-9-59). 

Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54) 

Simple Spyman, Whitehall (3-19-58). 

Sound of Murder, Aldwych (8-5-59). 

Taste of Money, Criterion (2-10-59) 

Unexpected Guest, Duchess (8-12-58) 

West Side Story, H. Majesty’s (12-12-58) 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 

Aspern Papers, Queen's (8-17-59). 

Quartet for Five, Aris (19-59). 





Touring Shows 


(Aug. 10-23) 
Gazebo (Tom Ewell, Jan Sterling)— 
Central City (Colo) Opera House (10-22) 
, Man @Qd Co.)}—Shubert, Chi (0- 


My Fair Lady (2d Ce.) (Michael Evans, 


Diane Todd)—Auditorium, Portland (11- 
15); Seattle (17-22). 
Oklahoma (Coast Co.)—Curran, 8S. F 


(10-22). 

Say, Darling (Coast Co) Misa Kirk, 
Orson Bean, Johnny Desmond)—Biltmore, 
L. A. (10-22). 

West Sige Stery—Philharmonie Aud, 
L. A. 0-22). 





Haymarket (4-23-59). 


‘Kate’ Moderate $23,500, 
‘At Starlight, Indianapolis; 
‘That Lady’ 7G, Avondale 


Indianapolis, Aug. 11. 
| “Kiss Me Kate” grossed $23,500 
in six performances at Starlight 
| Musicals here Aug. 4-9 with Ted 
|Seott and Helen Bliss as leads. 
| Threatening weather hurt, but 
there were no rainouts. Top at 
the 3,000-seat outdoor theatre is 
$3 ($3.50 Friday and Saturday). 
“Happy Hunting,’ with Penny 
Singleton appeared at Starlight the 
previous week for a $21,000 gross. 
Avondale Playhouse puiled a 
$7,000 gross for “Who Was That 


| 





Lady I Saw You With,” starring | 


Pamela Britton and Casey Adams 
in six shows Aug. 4-9. Eddie Brac- 
ken was high for season with 
$12,000 there the week of July 28- 
Aug. 


haya, is current at Avondale and 
“The Boy Friend,” with Jet Mc- 
Donald, is at Starlight. 


Menagerie’ Big $17,750 
For Week at Westport 


Westport, Conn. Aug. 11. 

“The Glass Menagerie,” starring 
Fli Wallach, Jo Van Fleet and Anne 
Jackson (Mrs, Wallach), rang up a 
fine $17,750 gross last week at the 
Westport Country Playhouse. The 
755-seat converted barn has a 
$4.40 top weeknights and $4.85 
Saturday nights. 

Celeste Holm, in the vest-pocket 
revue, “What a Day,” is this week’s 
offering. 


Martha Wright-‘Pajama’ 
Record $36,500, Oakdale 


Wallingford, Conn., Aug. 11. 
“The Pajama Game,” starring 
Martha Wright, set a new house 
record with a $36,500 gross last 
|week at the 2,219-seat Oakdale 
| Musical Theatre here. Top for the 
tent ranges from $3.60 early in the 
week to $4.20 Friday-Saturday 
nights. 
Current is “Tunnel 
wita Paul Winchell. 


‘Shoes,’ Dallas, $34,200 


Dallas, Aug. 11. 

“High Button Shoes,” costarring 
Bob Crosby, Janis Paige and Lou 
| Nelson, grossed a solvent $34,200 
last week for the initial semester 
| of a forthnight’s stand at the 4,126- 
seat State Fair Music Hall here 
last week. 

Following the current week's 
| holdover of “Shoes,” the State Fair 
Musicals season concludes with 
Peggy Cass in “Bells Are Ringing,” 
| opening next Monday (17). 








of Love,” 








“hachomen,” with Sessue Haya- | FAYE EMERSON’S ‘BIOG’ 


Bway Emerging From Summer Lull; 
‘La Plume’ SRO 456, ‘Destry’ $50,100, 


Bird $36,300, 


‘Barnes’ $9,100 in 7 





| N.Y. Ballet $77,834, LA. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 11. 

The N. Y. City Ballet, in its hold- 
over last week at the 1,531-seat 
Greek Theatre, broke all records 
for a dance group at the spot, get- 
ting $77,834. 

That brought the two-week total 
to $155,511. 





$9,800, IVORYTON, CONN. 


Ivoryton, Conn., Aug. 11. 
Fave Emerson in “Biography” 


grossed a satisfactory $9,800 last 


| 


| 
| 


| Legit Bits 


week at Milton Stiefel’s 575-seat 
Ivoryton Playhouse at a $3.95-$4.40 
top. The show started slowly, but 
finished strong. 

Virginia’ Mayo and Michael 
O'Shea are current in “Tunnel of 
Love.” 





‘Abner’ $8,750, Corning, 


N.Y.; Best Gross of Season 


Corning, N.Y., Aug. 11. 
“Li'l Abner” pulled a fine $8,755 


last week at the Corning Summer | 


Theatre. It was the top gross of 
the season so far. 

“Say, Darling,” with Karen 
Chandler and Slapsie Maxie Rosen- 
bloom, is this week's bill. 


Bridge Record $25,540, 
Park Playhouse, Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 
“A View from the Bridge,” play- 
ing a return engagement, grossed 





$25,540 last week for a new house. 


record at the Playhouse in the 
Park. The Arthur Miller drama had 
notched a $22,000 figure its previ- 
ous engagement last June at the 
municipally-operated theatre in 
West Fairmount Park. 

Joan Fontaine is current at the 
Playhouse in “Hilary,” billed as a 
pre-Broadway tryout. 


PLAYHOUSE FUND DRIVE 

The North Jersey Playhouse, Ft. 
Lee, N. J., which recently received 
a $2,500 donation from Actors 
Equity and switched to a non-profit 
status, is conducting a campaign 
te raise $20,000 to continue opera- 
tion. 








Zero Mostel has received a best! month contract extention through 
actor award for his performance | June 30, 1960. 


in “Ulysses in Nighttown” at the 
International Theatre of Nations 
| festival in Paris. 

Jerome Mayer is withdrawing as 
managing director of the Honolulu 


John L. Toohey is temporarily 


+ Broadway has apparently weath- 


ered the worst of the traditional 
summer slump. Although business 
was still spotty last week, there 
were signs of renewed activity at 
the boxoffice, with notably strong 
attendance at the weekend, par- 
ticularly Saturday night (8). 
Receipts were up sharply Mon- 
day night (10) for most shows, and 
according to the long-established 
pattern, the upturn should be 


| marked the coming weekend and 


next week. There will probably be 
the usual boxoffice dip over the 
Labor Day weekend, but then busi- 
ness is expected to build ecunsist- 
ently through the early fall period. 
The first production of the new 
season is due in mid-September. 
There were four capacity shows 
last week, including “La Plume de 
Ma Tante,” which relighted to sell- 
out trade after a four-week layoff. 


The others were “Gypsy,” “My 
Fair Lady” and “Raisin in the 
Sun.” 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
|CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O ‘Opera), OP (‘Op- 
eretta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices (where 
two prices are given, the higher is 
for Friday-Saturday nights and the 
| lower for weeknights), number of 
| seats, capacity gross and stars. 
| Price includes 10% Federal and 
5% City tax, but grosses are net; 
i.e., exclusive of taxes. 

Billy Barnes Revue, Golden ‘R) 
(lst wk; p) ($4.85; 800; $22,000). 
Opened last Tuesday (4), having 
moved from the York Theatre 
after a nine-week off-Broadway 
run; grossed nearly $9,100 for first 
seven performances; has the house 
until Oct. 8, when “Drop of a Hat” 
is due. 


Destry Rides Again, Imperial 
(MD) (16th wk; 124 p) ($8.35-$9.40; 
1,427; $67,500) (‘Andy Griffith, 
Dolores Gray). Almost $50,100. 
| Previous week, $45,600. 

Flower Drum Song, St. James 
(MD) (36th wk; 288 p) ‘$8.05; 1,615; 
| $63,752). Over $63,100. Previous 
wgek, $63,400. 

ypsy, Broadway (MC) (12th wk; 
91 p) ($8.60-$9.40; 1,900; $83,000) 
(Ethel Merman). As usual, over 
$82,900. Previous week, another 
$82,900 


| J.B., ANTA (D) (35th wk; 276 p) 
($6.90; 1,185; $46,745) (Christopher 
Plummer, Basil Rathbone, James 
| Daly). Nearly $22,500 on two-for- 
ones. Previous week, $21,000. 

La Plume de Ma Tante, Royale 
(R) (35th wk; 279 p) ($8.05; 1,050; 
$44,500) (Robert Dhery). Resumed 


an associate with Broadway press-| last Monday (8) after a four-week 


agent Sol Jacobson, while Lewis 


Harmon is or a European holiday. | 


Bili Glover, drama _reporter- 


Community Theatre after serving | feature writer for the AP, leaves 
in that post for about two years | Saturday (15) to cover legit open- 


and eight months. 

| Helen Hayes, following a two- 
| week starring stint in the strawhat 
\tryout of “A Adventure,” is leaving 
| for a vacation trip te Greece. 


| Bruce Savan has exited the 


|Lenny-Debin office to form his | 


own New York talent agency in 
partnership with Barry Levinson. 


| 


j 


ings at the Edingburgh and Dublin | 


festivals, plus shows in London, 
Paris and Stratford-upon-Avon. 
He’s due back Sept. 23. 

Actor-director Hume Cromyn and 


his actress-wife Jessica Tandy are. 


layoff. Picked up sellout pace, al- 
most $45,000. 

Majority of One, Shubert (C) 
(25th wk; 200 p) ($6.90; 1,453; $53,- 
| 000) (Cedric Hardwicke, Gertru ie 
Berg). Over $45,800. Previous wec k, 
$45,200. 

Music Man, Majestic (86th wk; 
684 p) ($8.05; 1,626; $71,000). Over 
$63,700. Previous week, $65,000. 

My Fair Lady, Hellinger (M@) 


due back in New York tomorrow (178th wk: 1,419 p) ($8.05; 1,551; 


Thurs.) from an extended holiday 
on their island in the Bahamas. 
Edward F. Kook, president of 


| Deore Schary is putting the finish- | Century Lighting, is on a business 
jing touches on his new drama, /|trip te the firm’s office in Santa 


|, the Highest Tree,” while on a Monica. 


two-week private boat cruise up 
Long Island Sound. 


A reception for the seven stars |& Academy and executive director 
of the upcoming Broadway produc- | of 


Warren Caro, first vice-president 
of the American National Theatre 


the Theatre Guild-American 


$69,500) (Edward Mulhare, Pamela 
Charles). Nearly $70,100. Previous 
week, $70,200. 

Pleasure of His Company, Music 


Box (C) (42d wk; 334 p) ($6.90; 
/1,101; $38,000) ‘Cyril Ritchard, 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Charlie 


| Ruggles, Walter Abel). Just missed 


'$20,000. Previous week, $19,600. 


Raisin in the Barrymore 


Sun, ) 
tion of “Heartbreak House,” Mau-| Theatre Society, has been named |(p) (22d wk; 174 p) ($6.90; 1,067; 


rice Evans, Pamela Brown, Sam 
|Levene, Diana Wynyard, Alan 
Webb, Diane Cilento and Dennis 
Price, was held last Wednesday (5) 
at Evans’ house 
| Village, N.Y. 


“Enemy of the People,” stil 


acting president of ANTA, succeed- 
ing the late Clarence Derwent, 
pending the election of a perma- 
nent successor by the board of 


in Greenwich | directors. | (Gwen 


Morton Wishengrad is dramatiz- 
ing Irving Stone’s “The Passionate | 


‘running off-Breadway, was inad- | Journey” for Broadway production 


vertently listed as having closed in 
a recent issue of VARIETY. 
Tom Dash, drama critic 


by Anna Sosenko, who's also ac- | 
quired the rights to Bertita Har- | 


and | ding’s “Age Cannot Wither,” about | $36.300. 


drama editor of Women's Wear | the romance of Eleonora Duse and | 
Daily and president of the Drama | Gabriele D’Annunzio. 


Desk, sailed July 31 with his wife 


Singer James Melton has formed 


$41,087) (Sidney Peitier). Nearly 
$41.700. Previous week, $41,390. 
Redhead, 46th St. (MD) (26th 
wk; 204 p) ($9.2u; 1,297; $62.<10) 
Verdon). Over $47,700. 
Previous week, nearly $49,000. 
Sweet Bird of Youth, Beck (D) 
(22d wk; 175 p) $6.90; 1,280; $47,- 
963) ‘(Paul Newman, Geraldine 
Page, Sidney Blackmer). Over 
Previous week, $33,200. 
Two for the Seesaw, Booth (CD) 
(82d wk; 652 p) ($6.90; 780; $32.- 
300) (Hal March, Lee Grant). Al- 


for a five-week stay in Europe.|4 partnership with Gary Simpson | most $11,000 with twofers. Previ- 
They're due back in New York by | 22d John Robert Lloyd to produce | ous week, $8,000. 


plane Sept. 12. 


“Candles in the Rain,” by Jean | 


Werld of Suzie Weng, Broad- 


Broadway producer Richard Arnaldi, former reporter and editor | hurst (D) (43d wk; 343 p) ($6.90; 


Myers returned yesterday (Tues.) |i" the New York bureau of the | 1214; 


on the United States from his | Associated Press. 


annual summer holiday in France. 


Legit company manager Richard | 


“All Women Are One,” by Ben 
Kerner, is planned for Broadway | 


Skinner arrived on the same ship | Production next season by George 

after a European vacation. 
Geraldine Page, costar of “Sweet 

i Bird of Youth,” has signed a six- 


Justin and Norman Rose. 
A London production of Jess 


(Continued on page 76) 


$47,400) 
with two-for-ones 
$25,900. 


Nearly $27,400 
Previous week, 


Miscellaneous 

Once Upon a Mattress, Phoenix 

(MD) (13th wk; 104 p) ($4.60; 

1,150; $29,332). Gver $19,000. Pre- 
vious week, $17,000. 





74 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 12, 1959 





PESSSESESFSESSESSESFSSSFSFSSHSFFFSSFSFSSSFSFFOSHSO+FHSFOOY 
id 











‘ . : 
ASTING NEWS : 
; C. = Jy + 
> eo 
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g are available parts ft upco 1 Broadway, off-Broad 
} Ou's, 18 el at films, industrial a 
All formation has been ed directly 
V y Castinq Dc partmer hy t ! and has ?t n TE 
f jesterday (Tues) 
le roles will be repeated weekly until filled, and li 
list will be made or ly } i nformation its secur 1? 
r parit The intention ts to service performers with 
d t managements of the shows involved rather 
’ 1 ngtity list of blind iten This information is published with- 
out cilarze = 
to the available parts listed, the tabulation inclu 
i ( ( ounced for later this season, but, for which, the 
*t aren't holding open casting call Parenthetical des a 
t ire as follows: (C) Comedy, (D) Drama, (MC) Musical Comedy 
) usical Drama, (R) Revue, (Rep) Repertory, (DR) Dra 
e ; ae 





Legit 


sme to producers; do not 
or visit in person 
“Captains and the Kings” (D) 


pnone 











BROADWAY 


“Caligula” (D). Producers, 
Chandler Cowles & David J. Co- 
san, 36 W. 56th St., Casting direc- 
tor, Robert Livingston Accept- 
ing photo and resume from femmes, 
35-40, sexy; male 28-29, good 
physique; male, 45-50, Lee J. Cobb 
type. Mail to producers. 

“Candles in the Rain” (D). Pro- 
ducers, James Melton, Garry Simp- 


son & John Robert Lloyd (220 
Central Park South, N.Y.). Avail- 


able parts, all Italian types: male, 
26. Brooklynite; boy, 9, small, dark, 
intense; boy, 11, rough, smart 
aleck; several middleaged women, 
beth comic and serious types; girl 








16, sensuous. Mail photo and re- 








[48 SOUND 
‘EFFECTS 
[ON ONE RECORD! 


Over 33 minutes of the most used ef- 
fects on this 12” vinyl 331 L.P. Unmod- 
ulated space between sounds. A selector 
points to the desired effect. If bought 
separately, these effects would cost 
over $45. Now only $6.20. 








ONLY $6.20 POST PAID 


THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING CQ, 
179 N. Michigan Ave. Chicago 1. Ill. 

















» Fe lobster 


Seafood 
i) Seem 


145 West 45 Si Ne 


a) 





Closed Saturdays During July And August 











_ FOR SALE 


Shubert Theatre i 
in CINCINNATI, OHIO 
and 


Blackstone Theatre 
in CHICAGG, ILLINOIS 
to purchasers Intending to use 


the property bought as Legiti- 
mate Theatres. 


Reply to Box V.29, VARIETY, 
154 W. 46th St, New York 36. 














Producer, David March; director 
John Gerstad (200 W. 57th St., 
N.Y.). Available parts, one femme 
and 11 male, as follows: Girl Fri- 
day type, mid-30's; Navy officer, 
36: other 10 roles are top Nav 
brass. Mail photo and resume to 
the director. 

“Cheri” (MC). Producers, 
wrights Co. & Robert Lewis 
80th St., N.Y.). Available 
girl im early 20's, preferably 
blonde; aging ballerina. Mail photo 
and resume to producers at above 
address 

“Edge of the Jungle” ‘D). Pro- 
ducer, Jules Field; director, John 
Hale (c/o Cricket Theatre, 162 
Second Ave., N. Y.). Cast of Negro 
and white. Casting through agents 
only. 

“Fiorello” (MC). Producers, 
Robert Griffith & Harold S. Prince, 


y 


Play 
161 E 


p irts 


Equity call male singers Aug. 17; 
Equity femme singers Aug. 18; 
open call men singers Aug. 19; 
femme singers Aug. 20. All audi- 
tions at 12 noon. Equity call for 
dancers Sept. 1: male, 10 a.m.; 


femme, 3 p.m.; open calls for danc- 
ers Sept. 2, same time schedule as 
for Equity. Final calls Sept. 3 
Auditions at the Lyceum Theatre 
149 W. 45th St., N. Y. 

“Flower Drum Song” (MC). Pro- 
ducers, Richard Rodgers, Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d & Joseph Fields 
Male and femme dancers-singers- 
actors of Oriental appearance for 
the contemplated English company 
Mail photo and resume to Eddie 
Blum, c/o Rodgers & Hammerstein, 
488 Madison Ave. 


“Free & Easy” (MC). Producer 
Stanley Chase, 139 W. 44th -St 
N.Y.; director, Robert Breen; cast- 


ing contact, Cliff Stevens, PL T7- 
7590. All-Negro cast. Phone for ap 
pointment, or mail photo ant 





ume to producer, requestir 
pointment. Pre-U.S. tour to open 
| Nov. 11 at The Hague, Nether- 
lands 


“Girl from Outside” (MD). Pro- 
ducer, George Cayley; casting di- 
|rector, Tony Rivers (154 W tl 
| St., N.Y.). Seeking male and fen 
leads, early 20s, lyric baritone 
| soprano, Japanese; to portray 
| Imperial prince and his commoner 











wife. Mail photo and resume to 
casting director. 

“Goodwill Ambassador” C 
Producers, American Playwrights 
Guild, 5 E. 76th St N. 2.) 
& George Brandt Available 
parts: ingenue, 19-25, and several 
English character men, 5 )-60 


Mail photo and resume to prot 
cers 

“Greenwillow” (MC). Producers 
Robert Willey & Frank Produc- 
tions, Inc., (157 W. 57th St., N.Y 
Available parts: femme, 16-17, vil 
lage type, pretty, shy, strong sing- 
ing voice, emotionally intense 
inarticulate; male, 19, farmer, 
moody, stubborn but with sense ol 
humor, robust singer; elderly char- 
acter woman, lively, Vv 
sharp-tongued must do 
dancing, sing well; boy, 12, happy, 
friendly, good dancer. Mail photo 
and resume to producers ; 

“Gypsy” (MC). Producers, David 
Merrick (246 W. 44th St., N.Y.) & 
Leland Hayward; casting director, 
Michael Shurtleff. Auditions being 
held for future replacements and 
understudies for all roles, especial- 





igorous 


some 





| AM STUCK 


with office lease (2 private offices and recep- 


tion room) until May |, (960 fer $175 a 
month, Because must move to larger quarters 
will sublet for $125 per month balance my 
lease. tdeal address for theatrical or music 
activity. Available September Ist. 
JEROME H. CARGILL 
119 West 57th St., New York 


ly girls about five feet (Karen 
Moore now playing the _ part); 
femmes, five feet-two inches or 


less (Jacqueline Fayo now playing 
it); several small boys, about 48-50 
inches tall; several older boys 
under five feet-eleven inches who 
can play teenagers, All must sing 
and dance. 








“Happy Town” (MC). Produc- 























Modern dress, onw or two sets... 
TV shows considered . . . adaptab 
and setting. 





PLAYS WANTED 


Inciude self-addressed, stamped return envelope. 


P. O. Box 491, Beverly Hiils, Calif. 


Contemporary locale. Also 1'/2 hour 
le for plays in aforementioned dress 











ers. B & M Productions; director, 
Allan A. Buckhantz; choreographer, 
Lee Scott production 
Jeanette Kamins; musical director, 


Samue Krachmalnick. Open call 
Aug. 14 from 2-3:30 p.m. at 54th 
St. Theatre for girl to appear 6 
boy to appear 13, tall, rangy. Sing 
ing and dan not necessary 
“Irma La Douce” (MC Pro- 
li cae Merrick (246 W. 44th 
of N.Y ( i! director, Michael 
Shurtleff \vailable part: Negro 
25-40 not too American 
! r West I aw «type, should 
I € Spe lla baritone voice 
d personality Mail 
I ) re i to casting dire 


“Jclly’s Progress” (D). Producer, 


r} Guild (27 W. 53d St., N.Y.) 
Availab’e parts: Negro woman, 50; 
local vigilante types. Mail photo 
and resu ndicating show’s title 
on envelope to producers. Do not 
“Juniper and the Pagans” (C 
Prodi David Marrick (246 W 
44th St N.Y director, Robert 
Lewis 6i E. 80th St., N.Y. 21): 
1g director, Michael Shurileff 
Cast of 6 ncluding three chil- 
dren and extras, all Mexican types 
rhe children include a boy, 8-10, 
vigorous scamp; small girl; small 
' 


boy, handsome. Children and extras 
may mail photo and 
casting director at 
oince or 


resume to 
producer's 
to director, all other parts 

ugh agents only 

“Long and the Short and the 
Tall” (D Producer, David Mer- 
rick, (246 W. 44th St., N.Y.): cast- 
ing director Michael Shurtleff. 
Available part for Oriental-looking 


acto around 30, family man 
small, pathetic, almost comic char- 
acter. Mail photo and resume to 


ing director 


cas 


“Midnight Sun” ‘D 
Howard 
56 W. 


Producers 
Joseph Hayes 
45th St., N.Y Available 
two men, late 20's: two 
, mid 20's; femme, 80; Negro 
50-60. Mail photo and 
> to production office. 
“Moonbirds” (C). Producers, Leo 


Erskine & 





Kerz & George Justin (mailing ad 
dress, c/o Elia Kazan office, 1545 
Broadway, N.Y Available parts 
two detectives, comedians; college 
co-ed, 19; two women, 24-26. eccen- 
tri t tifu Mail photo and 
resume to producers at above ad- 
dress 

“Mother Courage” (MD). Pro- 
ducers, Lee Paton & Robert Wel- 
ber, 152 W. 42d St. (Room 1004 
N.Y. Parts Available: femme, 28 
mute tile physically but strong 
emotional], childlike but not 
child peasant unconvention- 
ally ctive; male, 45, large 
powerful, sensuous, dark, humor- 
ous, I sing acceptably; male 
45-50, tall, gaunt, lecherous, sense 
of | oO le, early 20's, strong 
peasant tv} impetuous, must 
move well and sing acceptably; 
male, late teens, peasant, fragile 
g lexion, must move well 
and sing well; femme, 25-30 
tra e commediene, sings; 
male 40 thletic, trim, bullish 
and we two femmes, 50-60 
peasant women male short 
cru é officers and soldiers 
all types Singers need not be 
t ed should have. strong 
voices and good sense of rhythm 
Mail photo and resume to pro- 
du 

“Ol Man Satan” (MD Pro- 
ducer, Donald Heywood, (211 W. 
53d § N. Y., JU 2-8134). Avail- 


able parts for Negro dancer-singer- 
rs | 


tors, goo looking, young; also 
s (1 feature parts. Phone pro- 
ducer for appointment 

“Sound of Music” (MD). Produc- 


ers, Rodgers & Hammerstein, in 





partnership with Leland Hayward 
& Richard Halliay. Casting di- 
rector, Eddie Blurn, c/o producers 
488 Madison Ave., N.Y. Seeking 
mezzo soprano, 50, for featured 
ol Mail photo and resume to 
is lirector All other parts 
hrough agents only 

“Taste of Honey” (D). Producer, 
David Merrick (246 W. 44th St 
N.Y casting director, Michael 
Shurtleff. Available parts: Negro 
youth, early 20s, virile, handsome; 
also, understudies for the roles of 
I mother, daughter, daughter's 
suitor, and the boy who takes care 
of the daughter; all must have 
English accent with ease and con- 
viction. Script of the play is avail- 


able in bookstores 
OFF-BRUADWAY 
“Big Knife” (D). Producers 
John Cestare, Peter Bogdanovich 
211 W. 53d St., N.Y.; JU 6-7532 
& Carles Salgado; director, Bogda- 


novich. Available parts: middle- 
aged Negro butler-valet, gentle, 
wholesome; attractive Hollywood 
starlet, 21-23, naive, discontented; 
elderly doctor, small, good-na- 
tured. Contact or visit office Aug 
10-14, between 5-7 p.m. Script 


available at Dramatists Play Serv- 
ice, N. ¥ 


“Burning Bright” (D). Producer, | 


assistant, | 


Robert M. Cavallo; director, Matt 


Cimber; Theatre East, 211 E. 60th 
St N.Y.; TE 2-9220 Available 
parts names and semi-names 
with issical background: male, 
40-50, husky, leading man type; 
male, 40-50, character, tall, heavy 
et; fe ne, 25, blonde, attractive 
male 2 dark robust Scripts 
available at Samuel French and 
Dramatists Play Service, or at Pub- 
Lib \ Casting through 
ents only Also seeking two pro- 
duction assistants Cont pro 
duce! 
“Confederates” (D Producers 
Gray Delmar & Paul I Davis, 
PI 3-2575 Seeking character 


mer 40 


ment 


Auditions by appoint- 
only. Phone producers 
“Hunger That Crosses the 
Bridge Between” (CD) Producers 
Dramarena Productions (in 
tion with Klaus Werner director 
Da\ 174 W. 89th St.. N. Y 
Parts Available (all male): 18 
gawky country boy; 53, hard-bitten 
mine-worker, 25 military hand- 
some, esthetic, intense; 25, blonde 
rugged, authoritative; 40, former 
English professer; 27, cocky, bel- 
ligerent red-headed short 22, 
muscular New Yorker; 30, quiet 
lonely photographer; 26, southern, 
cook, girl-crazy, lazy; about 30, 
short, intelligent, alert. Mail photo 
and to director. Plan late 

fall opening 


“Leave It To Jane” (MC 
Joseph Beruh & 


associa- 


i Sawn 


resume 


Pro- 


ducers, Peter 






Kent Auditioning youthful 
male and femme _ singers’ with 
legitimate voice, every Thursday 
from 6-7 p.m., for replacements 


Auditions at the Sheridan Square 


Playhouse, Seventh Ave and 
Fourth St., N.Y 
“Mis-guided Tour” (MC Pro- 


ducers 


James 


Robert D. Feldstein & 
Allen Reid (325 W. 45th St 


N.Y suite 116); director, Reid 
Available parts: two comedienne- 
singer-dancers; ingenue, must be 


excellent singer-dancer; girl singer- 


dance attractive. Equity or non- 
Equity male actor-singer-dancer 
to play touring agent: two comed- 


ians who can sing and move well: 


maie 


leading type actur-singer- 
dancer with legit voice; Negro bari- 
tone, legit voice, Equity or non- 
Equity. Open auditions Aug. 17 
from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the 
Downtown Theatre, Fourth St., 
and Second Ave., N.Y. Singers at- 
tend without an accompanist 


requested to 

Love You.” 
SHOWS IN REHEARSAL 
BROADWAY 


sing, “You 


Made Me 


“Happy Town” (MC) Producers 
B & M Productions (140 W. 58th 
St., N.Y 

“Heartbreak House” (D Pro- 
ducers Robert Joseph ist WW 
4 St N:¥. Ci T-7i6l) & 
Maurice Evans 

“Take Me Along” (formerly 
Connecticut Summer”) (MC). Pro- 
lucer, David Merrick (246 W. 44th 


St., N.¥ LO 3-0830 
OFF-BROADWAY 
“Hasty Heart” (D Producer, 
Frank Baron (2083 W. 8th St., 
Brooklyn 23, N.Y 
FUTURE SHOWS 
BROADWAY 
“Andersonville Trial” (D). Pro- 
duc William Darrid (137 W. 
48th St.. N. Y Eleanore Saiden- 
berg & Daniel Hollywood 
“At the Drop of a Hat” (R). Pro- 
ducer, Alexander H. Cohen (40 W. 
Sth St., Cl 6-0594) 
“Belle Denise” (D), Producers 


Howard Erskine & Joseph Hayes 


96 W. 45th St.; OX 7-9620) 
“Dear Liar” (CD). Producer, 
Guthrie McClintic (1270 Sixth 
Ave.; CI 7-5152) 

“Duel of Angels” (D) Produ- 
cers, Playwrights Co. (745 Fifth 


Ave Pl, 3-7500 

“Egg” (C) Producer, Alexan- 
der S. Ince (234 W. 44th St., CH 
4-5141) & Harris Masterson. 


“Every Girl Needs a Parlor” (C). 
Producer-director, Carmen  Ca- 
palbo, (152 W. 54th St., JU 2-1596). 

“Faster, Faster” (D Producer- 
director, Carmen Capalbo, (152 W 
54th St., JU 2-1596 

“Five Finger Exercise” (D). 
Producers, Playwrights Co. & Fred- 
erick Brisson (745 Fifth Ave.; 
PL 3-7500). 

“Flowering Cherry” (D).  Pro- 
ducers, Producers Theatre (165 W. 
46th St.; PL 7-5100). 

“Gang’s All Here” (D). 
cer, Kermit Bloomgarden 
Broadway; JU 2-1690). 


Produ- 
(1545 


“Girl Against The Boys” (R 
Producer, Albert Selden (444 
Madison Ave., N.Y., PL 3-1030) 

“Golden Fleecing” (D) Pro- 
ducers, Courtney Burr, (58 W. 
57th St.; CI 5-9151) & Gilbert 
Millet 


“Goodbye Charlie” (C) Pro- 
ducer, Leland Hayward (655 Madi- 
son Ave.; TE 8-5100 

“Grass Is Greener” (C). Produc- 
er, Theatre Guild, (27 W. 53d St 
N. Y¥.; CO 5-6170 


“Highest Tree” (D). Producers, 


| Theatre Guild & Dore Schary (27 
W. 53d St.; CO 5-6170). 


“Hostage” (D). Producers, Leon- 
ard Field (AT 9-4717) & Irvin 
Shapiro. 

“I Belong To Zozo” ‘(C Pro- 


ducers, Mark Kroll & Charles Con- 
away (157 W. 57th St., N.Y.; CI 7- 
4490 
“Jolly’s Progress” (D 
cer, Theatre Guild (27 W 
N.Y.: CO 5-6170) 
“Kinderspiel” D 


Produ- 
57th St 


Producer, 


Elaine Perry (137 W. 48th St., 
N. Y.; JU 6-6295 

“La Bonne Soupe” (C Produ- 
cer, David Merrick (246 W. 44th 
St.; LO 3-0830). 

“Last Days of Lincoln” (D). 
Producer, Alexander H. Cohen, 
40 W. 55th St., N.Y.; CI 6-0594 

“Leaven of Malice” (( Pro- 
ducers, Theatre Guild (27 W. 57th 
St.. N.Y., CO 5-6170) in association 
with Don Herbert 


“Loss Of Roses” (( -roducer, 


Ssint Subber (200 W. 57th St., 
N.Y., JU 6-1890 

“Lovely Night” (D Producer, 
Sol Hurok, (730 Fifth Ave., N. Y.: 
CI 5-0500). 

“Mighty Man Is He” (C). Pro- 
ducers, Diana Green & Edward 
Joy (1619 Broadway, CO 5-8569). 

“Midnight Sun” (D). Producers, 
Howard Erskine (56 W. 45th St.; 


OX 7-9620) & Joseph Hayes 

“Miracle Worker” (D Produ- 
cer, Fred Coe c/o Triad Produc- 
tions (1501 Broadway; CH 4-6852), 

Mother Courage” (MD Pro- 
ducers, Leigh Connell, Theodore 
Mann & Jose Quintero, (c/o Circle 
in the Square, 5 Sheridan Square, 
N.Y.; CH 3-5646). 

“Much Ado About Nothing” (C). 


Producer, Producers Theatre (165 
W. 46th St.; PL 7-5100). 
“New Faces of 1959” (R). Pro- 


ducer, Leonard Sillman (17 E. 79th 
St.: TR 9-1380) 
“Odd Man In” (C). Producers, 
Theatrical Interest Plan, Inc., (200 
(Continued on page 78) 
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777 VINE STREET 
IN THE HUB 
OF HOLLYWOOD 
Brochures Sent 
Upon Request 


“THE. 
“PLAYERS 


MOTOR HOTEL 


King-size swimming pool Queen-size 
beds! TV, Hi-Fi, Radio in every room 
Afr, Sound Conditioning! Suites with 
Kitchen Facilities!) AAA Approved 
Diners’, Am, Exp. and Hilton cards. 




















PLAYWRIGHT ASSISTANT 


Male or female act es sounding board 
and do typing. Must be avaliable odd 
hours at full-time salary. Plus recent 
picture. Submit complete details. 
Box V-170, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 346 








PROFESSIONAL CARDS HONORED 
Theatrical and TV Make Up e All 
Leading Cosmetic Lines @ Imported 
& Domestic Perfumes @ Distinctive 
Fountain Service. 

FREE DELIVERY OPEN SUNDAYS 
“The Drug Store of the Stars’ 
HADLEY REXALL DRUGS 
1181 6th Ave., Cor. 46 St., NEW YORK 
Telephone Plaza 7-0022 























ATTENTION 
THEATRICAL PRESS AGENTS 


Young man; good typist, knowledge theatre, 
willing to werk long hours, would like tes 
become apprentice in theatrical press agens 
office. Salary ne object. 




















Write Box V-!72, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 36 
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Wanamaker Calls Quits | : 
Backstage Theatre Cleanup Oa Liverpool Theat eVIEWS 
Intimate Relations ;Jeakins on the costumers: and 
—— Continued from page 71 London, Aug. 11. | East Hampton, N.Y., July 29. Jean Rosenthal on the lighting 
. . ‘ - . = Actor-director Sam Wanamaker Guild Hall presentation of Ron Rawson So * Merry Wives remains the 
ing directly with the Shuberts, ,to his attention. However, J. J.S\ has abandoned efforts to raise production of three-s ret comedy Grama by most winning new offering of the 
who have no Equity contract, as son, John Shubert, an executive of enough money to continue opera-| tines. Willinw Reman “lighting, Dan Butt, | Season, with neither “Romeo and 
they no longer produce shows on | the company, knew of the matter, | tion of the New Shakespeare The- Stars | Mildred Ounnock, Judith Evelyn, | Juliet” nor “All's Well” achieving 
their own and do not eniploy;and had actually inspected the atre, Liverpool. In partnership a en hes ae Berg, Geof | much to enhance the stature of this 
anyone under Equity jurisdiction. | Majestic backstage a couple of| with another American, producer | John Drew Theatre, East Hampton, N.Y.;|0W well-established Shakespeare 
In each case, therefore, the union | weeks ago in company with Angus | Anna Deere Wiman, he acquired $3.55 top weeknights, $4.40 Saturday night. theatre. Audiences are being bal- 
must act against a particular pro-|Duncan, Equity executive-secre-| the house and. after extensive ren- Leonie Judith Evelen | }eted on preferences for next sea- 
ducer whose show may be playing tary. The younger Shubert subse- | ovations opened it last year as a Yvonne Mildred Dunnock son. the potentials including “Henry 
: i] " . . chae 1€0 J orne arte ” 4 
or booked to play the theatre in- | quently sailed for a European va- | ctock venture. Several U.S. plays, | Madeleine “Nancy Berg Af Parts I and Il).” “Antony and 
volved. |cation, but Jack Small, another ex-| hanneg by the Lord Chamberlain ioe Toe Twelfth | Night,” 
Responsibility jecutive in active charge of Shu-| for public performance, were pre- In its American premiere, Jean am ana =o. —- 
j f P 4 . > . j sav * ~~ + 7s Lad OS 
In each case, the question of bert Theatres in New York, was | sented there on a private subscrip- Cocteau’s bbe h come dy-drama, . Elem 
who will pay for the renovation, '® touch with. the situation. tion basis. _— ate Relations. a pro- oe ge 
or how it will be shared, may be The theatre project operated at ome Fan caged cidiiet cadustainameek 
a matter of negotiation, with the i a loss, however, and Miss Wiman ieuiueer yt o- brilliance sug- ANY NEW OPERA HOUSE 
producer's bargaining position de- | Legit Investors withdrew some months ago as co- aust tat comeniinn Gaull Ge mare 
pendent on the strength of the director and financial sponsor.) with the intermingling of family | HASTA BE DOWNT ’ 
show, _~ tego pe gh 9-4 === Continued from page 1 memo ee ee —"" to con-| emotional entanglements involving | OWN 
peting theatre, etc. In the past, x ees, © ‘ inue the theatre on a temporary three women with the two men. Bost 
many backstage improvements in Miss Martin's manager-husband, basis, and submitted a bid of $28,- Mildred Dunnock as the pease | Mayor John B seule Ay = 
Shubert theatres have been paid ay al ney g _ —— 000 for the lease and effects. That sive mother has turned from her! day (24), he will lend his pen 
" ' er | . | wi odgers ammerstein. Hal- | jer Ly a al : Mt = 
for by the producer ‘or, more ac was rejected, however, and the husband to her son, Judith Evelyn | to any effort to provide Boston 


curately, the particular produc- 
tion), at least on a sharing basis 

Such cases have included back- 
stake cleanups and the redecorat- 
ing of star dressing rooms. In most 
instances where air- as 


‘and of course Miss Martin) 
putting up $200,- 
with Rodgers 


liday 
are reportedly 
000 of the capital, 


& Hammerstein supplying $100,000 | 
and Lindsay-Crouse the remaining | 


$100,000. All four major inves- 


tors will presumably share their | 


| stakes with a few personal friends 


Who’ ll Play J.J.? 


An ironic angle of the Ac- 
tors Equity action in holding 
up the start of Monday night’s 
(10) performance of “The 
Music Man,” at the Majestic | 
Theatre, N. Y., is that the 
dispute was actually between 
the union and the Shuberts, 
with producer Kermit Bloom- | 
garden painfully and angrily 
in the middle. 

One of the projects on the 
producer's future schedule is 
a musical, being adapted by 
Albert Hackett and Frances 
Goodrich (Mrs. Hackett) from 
Alfred Harding” ‘ook about 





the actors strike . %24, titled 
“The Revolt of . ars.” 
units have been insta” dress- 


ing rooms, the show ha e the | 
cost (but who has ultima kept 
the equipment might be an inter- 
esting question). j 

In the current case of “Music | 
Man,” producer Bloomgarden was | 
in the middle. Equity has been try- 
ing for about five years to get the 
backstage areas, dressing rooms, | 
toilet facilities, etc... of Broadway 
theatres made habitable. Little or | 
no progress has been made, since | 
the union could not take direct 
action against the landlord Shu- 
berts, but has tried persuasion and 
indireet pressure through pro- 
ducers and the League of N.Y. 
Theatres (from which the Shuberts 
withdrew several years ago). 

After Equity finally served an 
ultimatum on Bloomgarden last 
week, insisting that the situation 
be remedied by 8 o'clock last Mon- 
day night, work was started on the 
cleanup. Although it was not com- 
pleted within the deadline (and) 
probably won't be for several more 


days), the union finally allowed 
the Monday night performance to 
proceed on the basis of “good 


faith.” 
Men At Work 

The Shuberts, who had assigned 
five men to do the necessary work, 
had five additional on the job yes- 
terday. Besides the painting, put- 
ting down new linoleum flooring, 
repairing cracks in concrete walls 
and putting toilet facilities in or- 
der, two large. air-conditioning 
units were being installed in the 
men’s and women's’ costume- 
change rooms in the theatre base- 
ment. 

All this work is supposed to be 
at Shubert expense, but no spe- 
cific agreement to that effect has 
been reached, and it remains to 
be seen whether an attempt may 
be made to pass along a share of 


the bills to the “Music Man” pro- 
duction 

Nobody apparently disputes 
Equity’s claim of “intolerable” 


conditions backstage at the Majes- 
tic, although reports of rats in- 
festing the premises are denied. 
In any case, the basement costume- 
change room were admittedly ill- 
ventilated, toilet facilities were in 
poor working order or inadequate 
and conditions were described as 
“filthy” following an incident of 
several weeks ago, when sewage 
backed up after a heavy rainstorm, 
and overflowed toilets and wash 
basins. 

There may be some question 
whether J. J. Shubert, veteran 
head of the Shubert firm, was fully 
aware of the situation. It’s under- 
stood that in some instances un- 
pleasant 


matters are not brought 





' $100,000. 


($300,000 bankroll for 


and associates, but the venture is 
closed to general investors. 
“Saratoga,” being co-produced 
by Robert Fryer and Da Costa, is 
| budgeted for $400,000, of which 
NBC and its recording affiliate 
| RCA Victor are investing $300,000, 
|with NBC-RCA consultant Mort 
Mitosky guaranteeing the final 
“Only in America,” be- 
ing produced by Herman Shumlin, 


land “The Gang’s All Here,” be- 
ing presented by Kermit Bloom- | 


| garden, are being wholly financed , 
| through a film company arrange- 


ment worked out by collaborators 
| Lawrence and Lee. 


“Goodbye, Charlie” is being 
| personally backed by author Axel- 
_ rod and producer Hayward, with a 
| pre-production film Sale virtually 
insuring a payoff. “Loss of Roses” 


|reportedly has part of its capital | 


from investors in previous Saint 
Subber productions, but the author 


| gets a substantial slice of the prof- 


its off the top, and there is a pre- 
production deal. “Pink Jungle” 
is understood to be bankrollied al- 
most entirely by producer Paul 
Gregory and the author. 


This trend toward private or | 


closely-associated capitalization is 
not new, but merely appears to be 
reaching greater proportions than 
for many years. (A quarter-cen- 


| tury or so ago virtually all shows 


were bankrolled by the producers, 
frequently with a few personal as- 
sociates or, in many instances, by 
the ticket brokers.) 

Rodgers & Hammerstein have 


| supplied the financing for the last 


several of their shows. Fryer & 
Lawrence Carr, producers of the 
current “Redhead,” obtained half 
the capital from NBC-RCA, and 
Herman Levin got the entire 
“My Fair 
Lady” from CBS. Other 
financed wholly or in major part 
by broadcasting companies have 
included “Wish You Were Here.” 
“Me and Juliet” and “The Great 
Sebastians.” 

In general these restricted-in- 
vestment ventures have tended to 


be the more promising produc- | 
tions in terms of advance boxoffice | 


draw, theatre party sales, pre- 
production film deals and tv-re- 
cording tieups. Moreover, such 
shows as Inge’s “Dark at the Top 
of the Stairs” and the current Ten- 
nessee Williams hit, “Sweet Bird 
of Youth,” have been principally 


financed by author-director setups | 
the | 


taking a sizable share of 
profits off the top. 

There has been considerable 
grousing among investors about 
this insiders-only trend of legit 
financing, but no outspoken (or at 
least public) objection or protest 
For the most part, regular legit 
angels feel that the exclusion from 


tions is unfair, but thev’re reluc- 
tant to squawk openly, for fear of 
being blackballed from future hits. 

“We've been welcomed as back- 
ers of the long-shot gambles when 
money was tighter,” one formerly- 
prolific investor complained last 
week, “but now that risk capital is 
plentiful and sure-thing pre-pro- 
duction deals can be arranged, 
we're getting the brush-off.” 

He was inclined to predict dire 
retribution if and when the boom 
days for producers, authors and 
directors is over. He conceded, 
however, that he and other habitu- 
al angels would always scramble 
for a chance to back “hot-name” 


shows | 


emergency fund will be returned 
to subscribers. 

Although conceding his own in- 
ability to keep the New Shake- 
speare project going, Wanamaker 
hopes someone else may be able 
to save it. 
played Iago in support of Paul 
Robeson in “Othello” at Stratford- 
Upon-Avon, says, 
the theatre turned into a ware- 
house or bowling alley.” 





Charmion King Leaves 
‘Hours,’ Canadian Revue 


Toronto, Aug. 11. 

Charmion King, one of the leads 
in the Canadian-produced revue, 
“After Hours,” withdrew last week 
and has been succeeded by Pam 
|Hyatt. The show opens tonight 
| (Tues.) at the Avon Theatre, Strat- 
ford, for a five-night run. 
| Miss King’s exit was due to her | 
dissatisfaction with her material. | 

“After Hours,” produced by Ber-| 
nard Rothman, ended 
| week engagement last Saturday (8) 


real. 





Mike Sawyer will have the lead 
role in “Fair Game,” playing Aug. 
| 18-23 at the Putnam County Play- 
| house, Lake Mahopac, N.Y 
Jean Cu 


lead femme role in “Caton a Hot | 


'Tin Roof” at the Red Barn Thea- 
tre, Westboro, Mass., last week, is 
scheduled to continue as leading 
lady at the spot for the balance 
of the season. 

John Fird has a featured assign- 
‘ment in the Constance Carpenter 
package of “Auntie Mame.” 

A tryout of Stuart Bishop’s “Ba- 
bylon by Candlelight” is planned 
for the week of Aug. 31 at the Cin- 
cinnati (O.) Summer Playhouse. 

Karen Ford will appear at the 


Allenbury Playhouse, Boiling 
|Springs, Pa. during August in 
“Girl Crazy” and “Plain and 
Fancy.” 


A low-priced $1.65 ticket, cover- 
ing a 400-seat seetion, has been 
|established at the Lyrie Circus, 
| Skaneateles, N.Y., for Tuesday- 
|'Thursday evening performances. 
The tickets are being peddled at 
$1.95 for Sunday night perform- 
ances. 
| Donald Buka arrived in New 
York last Sunday (2) from the 
Coast to begin rehearsing for his 
costarring stint with Frances Starr 
jin “Time Remembered,” which will 
be presented for three weeks at 
the “er Mill Playhouse, Mill- 


| burn, NJ, beginning Aug. 18. 
Jim ‘Luisi is appearing in “Li'l, 
| Abner” this week at the Sacan- 


| daga Park (N.Y.) Summer Theatre. 
Bill Steele is appears this week 

in “Girl Crazy” at the Allenberry 

Playhouse, Boiling Springs. Pa 
Jule Styne and Joseph Kipness 


hav’ cancelled their projected, 
Broadway production, “Saturday 
Night.” 


an eight-| 


at the Mountain Playhouse, Mont-| , 17 show imagination and fine use 


The actor, who recently | 


“I'd hate to see | 





the practical, almost too-good-to- 
be-true sister and Nancy Berg as 
the girl involved with the 


males, all do well. Miss Berg plays | 


the girl as a sweet young thing 
rather than the harlot the lines 
would indicate, but has naturalness 
and charm. 

The against-type casting of Paul 
Hartman deprives the character 
comedian with the Pas 2 ped to | 
display the meaningful grimace | 
and calculated pause. Instead, as 
the long-suffering hubsard whose | 
peccadillos with his son’s girl pro- | 
vide some of the plot's complica- 
tions, the actor glues the impres- 
sion of fumbling lines. Only occa- 
sionally is he the convincing triple- | 
play Romeo. 


with facilities for opera presenta- 


two | tions, but said the city cannot af- 


ford to build an opera house. 

Boston has been without one for 
over a year, since J. J. Shubert 
sold the 3.000-seater on Hunting- 
ton Ave. to a wrecking company, 
which demolished it. 

The Mayor said that he favored 
|}a downtown site for a contem- 
| plated $3-5 million structure to 
;be built by public subscription. 
Tentative hopes are for a new 
opera house about 1965 as part of 
an Arts Center on the Charles 
River in Brighton, but the plan- 
/ning board and city council favor 
a downtown Boston site. Officials 


Geoffrey Horne shows genuine for the Arts Center said they 
feeling as the son making his first| would be willing to consider an 
attempt to cut the silver cord, al-| intown site if Hub biz leaders and 
though the role requires rushing|the general public give financial 


from one emotional’ scene to an- 


| other, Although his juvenile leaps 


on and off his mother’s bed seem 


| absurd, his ~wieter and more realis- | 


tic scene with Miss ae permit 
him to rise above puppy-love out- 
| bursts. 


{ 








|} outstanding Helena, 


: | of two-act comedy 
who played the , 


Both of the sets by William Rit- 


of the limited stage space. : 
Euni. 


All's Weill That Ende 
Well 
Stratford, Conn., July 30 


American Shakespeare Festival revival 
by William Shake- 





speare Direction, John Houseman; 
scenery, Will Steven Armstrong; f.- 
tumes, Dorothy Jeakins; lighting. J 
Rosenthal; music, Herman p.— ad. 
Opened July 29, ‘58, at the can 
Shakespeare Festival Theatre, étratford, 
somny $5.25 top. 
R i} .. Aline MacMahon 

Lord Lafeu will 
Bertram John R 

na ..+.+. Nanmey Wickwire 
Lady-in-Waiting tty Hellman 
OS ere. Richard Waring 
Clown cout Jack Bittner 
King of France Larry Gates 


Dino Narizzano, Richard 
ston, Frederic Warriner, 
Severn Darden 


French Lords 


Widow of Florence Soda Thompson 
Diana Soséees Barbara Barrie 
Mariana - Mariette Hartley 
Duke of Florence Patrick Hines 
Sergean Hiram Sherman 
Soldier Edward Asner 
Florentine Officer -. Dino Narizzano 

Others: Tom Bellin, Eve Benesch, Jay 
| Bonnell, William Curtis, Edward English, 


Ellen Geer, Jarmila Germenton, George 
Gitto, James Goldsmith, Wardwell 
Yafa Lerner, John Lov y. 
MacKenzie, David Margulies, Julian Miller, 
Cathy Schmid, John Sciandra, Ruth 
Soborka, Rarrison Spencer, Stephen Strim- 

ll, Claire Lu Thomas, Michael Twain, 
eon Vega, Michael Verona, Herbert Voss, 
Claude Woolman 











William | 
illiam | . 
Wing. 


The third and last of the 1959 | 


repertory series at Stratford-on- 
Housatonic, “All’s Well That Ends 
Well” evolves as a minor addition, 
achieving little of particular dis- 


tinction except some impressive 

lead performances. As staged by 

John Houseman, the _ so-tagged 

“dark comedy” will provide a 

pleasant experience 

~_ lesser- —— Bard works. 
Nancy Wickwire, now in her 


th ird ASFT season, scores with an 
the doctor's 
daughter who cures the king and 
gets a wrong deal from the man 
she chooses as her husband. Larry | 
Gates follows up his smash Falstaff | 


George Jenkins wil! design the in “The Merry Wives of Windsor” 


settings and lighting for ‘The 


Miracle W orker.” - 


|the more promising new produc- | 


authors, directors, stars and man- 
agements, and would probably 
thumbs-down less promising proj- 
ects even if the producers have 
played along with investors. 

Notable among a few manage- 
ments with a string of current or 
recent hits but still welcoming 
their regular investors on pretty 
much the same term is David Mer- 
rick. As the producer of an almost 
unbroken string of substantial 
money-makers, he is presumably 
in position to get ample capital in 
full-show amounts via pre-produc- 
tion film or tv-recording deals. He 
is still playing along with his reg- 
‘ular investor list, however. 


with a commanding King of France. | 
In the role of Bertram, the count 
who disdains wedlock, John Ragin 
lacks spark and points up the Con- | 
necticut company’s need for strong- 
er leading men. 

The movement of the play is on 
the slow side. The action is best 
concentrated on the sub-plot deal- 
ing with the braggart Parolles 
adequately handled by Richard 
Waring. Among the other effective 
contributors are Aline MacMahon 


support. 


Dorothy Spears Exits 
American Theatre Wing 


Dorothy Spears, secretary of ad- 





, missions at the American Theatre 


Wing, has been dropped as of last 
Friday (31). She had been em- 
ployed at the Wing since January, 
1947. 

In a letter from James F. Reilly, 
Wing treasurer, received by Miss 
Spears four days before she ex- 
pected to return to work from ‘va- 
cation, she was advised that her 
services were being terminated at 
once due to the Wing’s mounting 
financial problems. 

With the exception of a long- 
time bookkeeper, the turnover of 
administrative personne] at the 
Wing has been complete within the 
past two years. Departures have in- 
cluded Esther Hawley, executive 
secretary; Louis M. Simon, direc- 
tor of the Professional Training 
Program; Joy Howden, in charge 
of Community Plays; George Alan 
Smith, executive director; Robert 
C. Colson, course supervisor; 
Claude Madonna, registrar, and 
Miss Spears. 

Helen Menken is president of the 





Plan Ottawa Pro Shows, 


Also Canadian Tourers 
Four professional productions are 
planned for presentation in Ottawa 
neat fall by Trent Gough, presi- 
dent of the Ottawa Theatre Arts 
Guild. 


Gough, who intends importing 


| American talent for the leads in 
|the undesignated plays, also con- 


| 


| 


| 


lech College 


; 
| 


as Bertram’s mother, Will Geer as | 


Lafeu, Jack 
Hiram Sher- 


the likable old lord 
Bittner as the clown 


| man as the sergeant, Barbara Barrie 


lutilize the basic latticery; 


as Diana and Mariette Hartley as 
the zestful Mariana. 


“All's Well ” poses no important 
challenge to Will Steven Arm- 
strong on the sets, which again 


Dorothy 


with one of | templates sponsoring a few touring 


shows in Canada. 


Rabb’s Antioch Date 


Yellow Springs, O., Aug. 11. 

Ellis Rabb, who's appearing this 
summer with the Group 20 Play- 
ers, Wellesley, Mass., will return 
|here for a one-night appearance 
in a program adapted from Shake- 
speare’s Chronicle plays. The pre- 
sentation will be part of the 

“Summer Festival of the Perform- 
ing Arts,” to be presented by Anti- 
the five Saturday 
nights in August. 

Rabb, who appeared in the An- 
tioch Shakespeare Festival during 
its six-year campus run, will per- 
form locally Aug. 15. The outdoor 
presentations get underway Aug. 1 





with a program by dancer-panto- 
mimist Paul Draper. The Dave 
Brubeck Quartet is booked for 
Aug. 8, and Geoffrey Holder's 
Trinidadian troupe is set for 
Aug. 22 

The festival will end Aug. 29 


with a free concert by the 661st Afr 
Force Band 
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Battle of the ‘Chatterley’s’ 
Grove Press, which published 
the first unexpurgated edition of 
D. H. Lawrence’s “Lady Chatter- 


ley’s Lover” in the United States, 
lost a round in N. Y. Supreme 
Court last week when Justice Bir- 
dic Amsterdam ruled that the 
edited-down edition currently on 


stands need not be marked 
“not an unexpurgated edition.” 
Justice Amsterdam denied 
Grove’s injunction to force the 
es 


‘ew American Library of World 
Literature Inc. to print the explan- 
ation on its expurgated copies. It 
is been Grove’s contention that 
NAL was misleading the public 
into believing it was getting the 
original edition. Previously NAL 
had agreed in court to mark its 
upcoming expurgated copies as 


Last week also saw Grove Press 
id NAL hurling other accusa- 
ons at each other. Grove ac- 
cused NAL of “commercial hitch- 

ci Grove Press recently won 
ht against the Post Office to 

bute the original edition 
\L said it was the only publish- 
ing outfit in this country author- 
iz I the Lawrence estate and 








one paying royalties 
Press accused NAL of 


ishing in” on 


( the former's ef- 
fort ind 


expenses “doing it in a 
1 Which is dishonest both in 
precedent and in 
terms of common morality.” 
that Grove Press 
aictory negotiations 
rence estate, proceed- 
paration of the un- 
ited editicn and published 
pite the Lawrence literary 
ent rejection of a contract of- 
Lady Chatte 
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the Lawrence book are 
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“Ten Great Mysteries,” ed 
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croft; bests of Dashiell Han 
Erle Stanley Gardne Af 
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Stout 

Broadway's Best 1959.” ¢ 
by N.Y. Daily News cril 
Chapman 

“Fiction of the Fifties,” « 


by Herbert Gold 

The Laugh’s On Me.” ar 
3ennett Cerf humor antholo 

The Works of Anne Fran} 
Short Stories, Essay§ ar 
Diary.” edited by Ann B 
Alfred Kazin (Mr. and M1: 

“The World That ¢ il 
and 8 Other 
axy’.” edited by 


Gold 


Galaxy ed H 
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June 
“Early 
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Paul R. Reynolds’ “Tke V 
and His Markets” is due O 
ber off the Doubleday press 
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== Hastings will be musical « 


rec ol iorello.” 
saheveiens originally an- 
nounced for Broadway production 
s ne scheduled to bow in London 
next under the production 
SI s of Christopher Be Manos 


l Arnold 
merstein and 


Margolin. James Ham- 
Barbara Wolferman, 


ho were to have been partnered 
Manos and Margolin in the 
Ne York presentation, have 
owed it aS co-sponsors 
Paul Feigay is planning to re- 
e production activity on Broad- 
president of the recently- 
organized Candid Productions 
hich will operate in the legit and 
elevision fields Mrs. Florence 
Shaw is vice president of the firm 
and ice skater-actor Dick Button 
secretary-treasure! Contem- 
ted as the outfit’s initial Broad- 
resentation is a dramatization 


Shepherd Mead’s book, The 








Windo mang subtitled 
H to Make Mor Money Than 
rhe adaptor h asn't been set 
“Maurice Winters, company man- 
f ot Flower Drum _ Song,” 
1 last week on the Queen 
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lta He's due back the first week 
Septembe Paul Groll is sub- 
iS manage of the Richard 
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these lost money but 
When the General 


they kept interest in Ben-Hur alive 


ultimateiy cashed in his blue chips his son, guar- 
. i 


dian of the estate, offered “Ben-Hur” for pix for $400,000. D. W. Grif- 
fith, Douglas Fairbanks, DeMille, Ince—everybody—was “buying” it 


around 1920, but who had that kind of cash? Millionaires, not tycoons 


of show biz, obviously. 
Joe Godsol, prez of Goldwyn pix. bought the rights for a miilion 
dollars by giving two millionaires, Vincent Astor and Robert Goelet, 


group one-third the profits for advancing $600,000 in cash. 





The } eventually grossed more than $9,000,000 and Metro (by then 
Metro-Goldwyn-Maver) took out 35 for distribution. When its ac- 
cour got through figuring, they showed MGM had lost a million 

llars on the picture, whereas Astor, Goelet, Erlanger, Ziegfeld and 
Dillingham got back $3,000,000 on the $600,000 advanced by Messrs. 


Astor and Goelet 
The Thalberg Touch 
What threw the production into such stag was the deci- 


gering costs 


; 





sion ) pu il the company back to Hollywood after a year in Rome and 
reshoot most of the picture under a new director, Fred Niblo. One set 
alone, the arena in Antioch for the chariot races, cost $300,000. The 





accidental pile-up of four chariots in the 
offset this cost in its 
of the pic 
Of course 


race 
boxoffice draw 


due to a broken wheel, 
more than The smashup was the 
Novarro as Ben-Hur got 
these risks 
the chariot 


Ramon 
ot involved in 


r 
Francis X 
la 


his $350 every week and 
Stuntmen took over for him 
Once his hitch as a gal- 


any ol 
Bushman in 





races. 





y-s e was over and his fortune restored. Ben-Hur’s main job was 
> fir his mother and sister. A gal named Esther was with him in 
th e pursults. 

Oddly, some editions, notably one by Simon & Schuster, drop this 
ove-interest of Ben-Hur's altogether. This is an expurgation which no 





censor, except kids, who don’t go for all the schmooing in pix, would 
permit. But there will be plenty of this in the new production, come 
next November, when Charlton Heston replaces Ramon Novarro as 
Ben-Hur and Haya Harareet replaces May McAvoy as Esthe 
Bill Hart, One-Time Winner 

The ent production costing $15,000,000 actually isn't costing much 

wre under inflation than the $5,000,000 production cost in the defla- 
tion practically taxless ‘20s. But Heston’s vital statistics are not in- 
flated. He is a big hunk of man, a six-footer, 180-pounder. His bete noir, 
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Broadway 


Jack Benny may toastmaster the | ~ 


Lambs dinner honoring-Phil Baker 
Sept. 26 at the clubhouse. 

Wanda Hale, Daily News film 
critic, back from a European vaca- 
tion on the S.S. Flandre. 

Bill Woods, son of personal man- 
ager Bernie Woods (ex-VARIETY), 
left last week for the Marines’ boot 
camp at Parris Island. 

Yank pianist Byron Janis (Hurok 


office) flew over weekend to 
Buenos Aires for recital at Colon 
Some 15 Latin dates follow. 


Don Costello finishing his play, 
“White Roses.’ Meanwhile he’s 
coaching a new personality, Roger 
Allan, who is due for a screen test 
on Coast 

Joe Glaser of Associated Book- 
ing is organizing the various local 
Beatnik groups into a national or- 
ganization N.B.C. (National Beatnik 


Cults) 

Pianist Ruth Slenczynska repeats 
hird) at Brevard (N.C.) Festival 
Aug. 14-16, making this an excep- 
tion to her no-summer-concerts 
rule for 1959 


American-trained concert violin- 
ist Toshiya Eto introducing his 
American wife to family in Japan 
fullfilling six weeks of con- 


while 
certs there. Eto hasn’t been in 
native land since leaving in 1948 
for Curtis Institute in Philly 

Felix Young, quondam Holly- 


wood agent, latterly a Miami Beach 
restaurateur, has taken a lease on 
the street floor of the new co-op 
apartment at 457 Park Ave. (58th 
St.) and will open Felix Young's 
Park Ave. restaurant in October. 

Maurice Lagoguee, head barman 
at the Hotel George V (Paris) bar, 
stepped off the Liberte, on his first 
U.S. visit, into La Potiniere, West 
55th St. eatery, and hearing so 
much French spoken in New York 
felt “lost” because he hears more 
English in the George Cinq. 

St. Patrick’s R.C. Church, Water- 
town, N. Y., will eventually inherit 
the land on which the Vine St. 
(Hollywood) Brown Derby stands 
uncer the will of Miss Ann D. 
Rohl, of Watertown, who inherited 
the realty from an uncle, John 
Shinners, a pioneer Hollywood real 
estate operator. 

Savoy-Hilton managing director 
Eugene Voit back from BevHills 
conferences with Conrad N. Hilton 
and readying preem of The Col- 
umns, the old Savoy Room, which 
will be the entertainment spot in- 
stead of the Cocktail Lounge. Lat- 
ter becomes a new men’s luncheon 
grillroom and thereafter open for 
cocktails 

J. Walter Kennedy. publicist for 
Abe Saperstein’s enterprises (Har- 
lem’ Globetrotters, etc.) and gen- 
eral secretary of The Skeeters, 
running for mayor of Stamford, 
Conn A showmen’s committee 
helping in the fund-raising for the 

olitical campaign comprises Char- 
fe Berns, Sandy Simon, Toots Shor 
and Mac Kriendler. 

Danny Stradella, owner of Dan- 
ny’s Hideaway, does his second 
western, this time a two-line role in 
John Wayne's “Alamo” (UA). He 
also played a cowboy in Hal Wallis’ 


“Last Train From Gun Hill,” but 
this was a_ one-liner, filmed in 
Hollywood. For “Alamo” the di- 
minutive will go on location to 


Bracketsville, Texas. 


New Orleans’ loss may be Tuc- | 


but the bunch on the 
can’t believe that Helene 


son's . gain 
beyou 


(Mrs. O.M.) Samuel, widow of long- | 


time VARIETY correspondent in 
N.O., would desert them for Ari- 
zona. Helene Samuel, now quite a 
painter, bought a cooperative apart- 
ment in Tucson and is intent on 
pursuing her art in the great south- 
west 

When Arthur 
adapted Edouard Bourdet’s “The 
Captive” (Helen Menken starrer) 
in the mid-1920s he was sole au- 
thor; the new version, making the 
rounds for possible production 
anew, now carries the byline ‘tree- 
ly adapted by Leonora and Arthur 
Hornblow Jr.” Producer-author 
now gives his wife equal billing in 
the new version. 








Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 
(66 Ave Breteuil; Suf. 5920) 
doing exteriors for “Marie Des 
Isles. 
A series of one-day strikes hit- 


Hornblow Jr. | 


| and Pierre Gaspard-Huit'’s ‘“Ras- 


putin.” 

Broderick Crawford readying for 
two year Continental stay via 
three film stints. First one rolls 
here early next season. It is ““Dan- 
gerous Monday,” with Robert 


| Spafford directing. 


Lilo set for a Broadway return 
next season via “The Widow of the 
Eiffel Tower.” It is to open next 
January, with other French per- 
formers, Claude Dauphin and Ger- 
ard Nery, also to star. 

Yank plays “Sweet Bird of 
Youth,” “The Desperate Hours,” 
“Long Day’s Journey Into Night,” 
“Pleasure of His Company” and 
“Picnic’ due here next season 
while Broadway will take the 
French plays “L’Hurluberlu.” “His- 
toire De Rire,” “Caligula,” “‘Tueur 
Sans Gages” and “Judith.” 

Two top French producer-dis- 
tribs, Georges Lourau and Robert 
Dorfmann are entering into a co- 
operative _ tieup. Lourau will 
henceforth distrib Dorfmann's 
films. The latter is giving up dis- 
trib. It is mainly for the provinces 
now, but will go into effect in keys 
next season. Fact that both have 
financial agreements with the Bel- 
gian outfit Electrobel may be the 
decisive factor behind this merger. 


| Madrid 


By Hank Werba 
(Gral Sanjurjo 24; Tel. 344865) 
Flamenco ace Faico starring at 
garden boite Samba. 


Screen actress Marta Flores 
heads third “Gigi” company this 
year. 

“Vertigo” (Par) heads the list 


of summer film grossers in Madrid 
and Barcelona. 

Contortionist 
Mayer-Mery 
Redy 
blanca. : 

Maria Callas signed for solo re- 
cital next month during the annual 
opera season sponsored by Rilbao’s 
Friends of Opera Ass'n. 


Betsy Ross, Kary 
Dugan and Lita & 
toppers at latespot Casa- 


Kar! Munchinger and the Stutt- | 


gart Chamber Orchestra opened 
month-long Int'l Music and Ballet 
Festival at Santander. 
All-Flamenco variety program at 
institutional Circo Price features 
Fernanda Romero, Porrinas de 
Badajoz and includes Yank chan- 
teuse, billed as Miss Elaine. 
“Ama Rosa” (Mistres Rosa), pop- 
ular shrine of legit melo, which 


set a new record last month play- | 


ing three and four performances 
daily at the Calderon, reopened at 
Reina Victoria. 

Gallic film thesp Gregoire Aslan 
stepped from Carol Reed’s “Our 
Man in Havana” into the role of 
King Brob, feature role of Jona- 
than Swift's “Gulliver's Travels,” 
now being filmed in Spain by pro- 
ducer Charles Schneer. 


. . 
Philadelphia 

Marilyn Hagist, of Glenside, will 
be the prima ballerina for Phila- 
delphia Grand Opera company this 
season. 

Tom Poston has been signed for 
starring role in “The Golden Fleec- 
| ing,” which opens at Locust Thea- 
tre Sept. 26. 

Sid Myers, of Bandstand Record 
Shop, elected president of the 
Assn. of Retail Record Distributors 
‘of Pennsylvania. 

Johnny October, former South 
Catholic High student, has two 
sides out on the First label. He 
formerly was with Chancellor Rec- 
ords. 

“Happy Town,” which was slated 


to begin its pre-Broadway tryout | 


at the Erlanger Sept. 7, cancelled 
its local engagement and will go 
to Boston for a three-week run. 

Peggy Cass got stuck with an 
“on sight” conviction when a 
Bristol Township J.P. went on a 
| one-man crusade against the State’s 
Blue Laws. Peggy was appearing in 
| the summer tent production at the 
Bristo] Plahouse. 


| Albuquerque 
By Chuck Mittlestadt 
(Diamond 4-1596) 

Richard H. Harris, manager of 
| KQEO radio, to handle “Voice of 
| Democracy” contest next year for 
|New Mexico VFW. 


London 


(COVent Garden 0135-6-7) 


| Bandleader Jack Parnell is hos-| 


pitalized. 

Jaek Buchanan's widow is ready- 
ing a biog of her husband, 

This year’s Radio Show at Earls 
Court runs from Aug. 25 to Sept. 
8. 


Nick Darvas in town setting up 
publishing arrangements for his 
book on finance. 


Maxine Daniels opened a cabaret 
stint at the Society Restaurant 
Monday (10). 

The BBC plans the first tele- 
vision show ever from Glynde- 
bourne on Aug. 20. It will go out 
on Eurovision. 

The crew for Disney's “Swiss 
Family Robinson” flew to Tobago 
Bay yesterday (Tues.); expect to 
remain there till end of year 

Crix invited to have a second 
gander at “The Diary of Anne 


Frank.” This was the shortened 
| version, due for general release. 
Fifty pairs of ducats for the 


preem of “The Scapegoat,” in 
which Alec Guinness plays a dual 


role, handed out to identical twins. | 


Sir Alec Guinness missed the | 
preem of his film, “The Scape-| 
goat.” He had a date with a 


surgeon and is now in hospital for | 


a varicose veins op. 
Former flack for Ealing Films, 
Jack Worrow appointed drum 


beater for Michael Balcon Produc- | 


tions and publicity and advertising 
consultant to Bryanston Films. 
Recent arrivals. Tony Martin for 
tv spots, 
Keaton on vacations and Pauline 
Hann to appear in a new. Muriel 
Box pic, “Too Young To Love.” 
Foyer of the Marble Arch, 
Odeon, turned into a sunlit vine- 
vard, decorated with fresh grapes, 
for preem of “This Earth Is Mine.” 
Patrons could help themselves. 


Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Stampa Estera; Tel. 675906) 
Susan Hayward to Athens after 
brief Italian visit. 
Santa Lucia, first-run house in 
Naples, destroyed by fire. 


Leslie Caron back to London 


aficr accepting Donatello statuette 


for “Gigi.” 
Alain Delon and Marie LaForet 
here from Paris to star in Rene 
Clement's “En Plein Soleil.” 
Fernandel and Douglas Fair- 
banks Jr. postponed local visits 
while Clark Gable has arrived in 
Eternal City. 
Roberto 
when car he 


Rossellini uninjured 
was driving home 


blew a tire and crashed into tree | 


cn Via Nomentana. 

In-and - out- of- Rome: Francois 
Truffaut, Sol Siegel, Dave Lewis, 
Arnold Picker, Rene Clement, Ar- 
thur Hiller and Mitchell Kowal 

Carmine Gallone winning his 
“Carthage in Flames,” Lux Pro- 
duction which is to be first Italo 
Technirama pro to be printed in 
Todd-AO. : 

Chelo Alonso adding to her busy 
local thesping schedule with Mario 
Costa’s “I Reali di Francia” (The 
Royals of France); also up for An- 
thony Quinn pic. 

Roberto Amoroso has set up new 
Neapolitan pic company and plans 
to build the Naples Studios. He is 
producing two pix this fall, ‘‘Pet- 
totondo” and “Jesus, Give Us 
Light.” 





Mexico City 
By Emil Zubryn 
(Taxco 2-40) 

George Raft still dickering for 

co-productions in Mexico. 
Adele Mara expected here to do 
a series of tele shorts for the South 
American market in Spanish idiom. 
The Hakim-Rodriguez co-produc- 
| tion of Vicky Baum’s “Brief Illu- 


| sion” to be shot here and in Eu- | 


| rope. 
Facelifting job on comic Cantin- 


| nas (Mario Moreno) set him back 


200,000 pesos ($16,000) and has re- 
juvenated him so much film indus- 
| try wags are saying he’s ready for 
| juve leads. 

| Comic Tin Tan (German Valdes) 
highly enthusiastic about the pos- 


Edna Ferber and Buster 
| Liquor and Wine Drive-In on out- | Laura May Betz on the cover of 


pact hag been signed with former 
government shipping 20 pix a year 
to Indonesia, Reciprocal clause is 
| left open since it has been decided 
| that material now available would 
| not have commercial success in 


Mexico, 
Pittsburgh 
By Lenny Litman 
(HA 1-2739) 
Lee Solomon of the William 





Morris Agency in for Sammy Davis 


Jr.’s opening at the Town House 
Rex Dale, WAMP’s afternoon 


disk jockey, resigned to take a sim- | 


ilar post with WZIP in Cincinnati. 

Associated Circuit reopened the 
Studio in Bellevue as a subsequent- 
run house instead of an art house 
it was before. 

Three Stooges in a series of one- 
nighters at Youngstown, Johns- 
town and Weirton, W. Va., after 
closing at the Holiday House. 

Ray Scott and Dave Murray, who 
put on Pittsburgh's first telecast on 


old WDTV, Channel 3, are back to- | 


gether on WTAE, Channel 4 in the 
11 o'clock slot. 


Memphis 
Py Matty Brescia 
(61 S. Second St.; MU 55107) 
Carolyn Gray, Memphis warbler, 


to Atlanta's Zebra Lounge 
three weeks. 
Milo Solomito, Memphis pro- 


moter, now heading Ace Amuse- 
rent Music Co. 

Buster Hammond, erstwhile film 
exchange chief, now running top 


skirts of town. ; 
Bill Brunning turning out a tri- 


weekly show biz and nightclub pil- | 


lar for Commercial Appeal, 

Scripps-Howard daily. 
Vernon Presley, Elvis’ 

town for a few weeks on biz and to 


pop in| 


Hollywood 


Irving Lazar to Paris for picture 
rights to “The Lion.” 
| Charles B. Moss here to inspect 

new product for his theatres 
| Mare Connelly planed in for his 
acting role in “Tall Story.” 
| Martha Scott came to town for a 
| picture and picked up two tv 
| shows. 

Joyce Selznick, Columbia's east- 
'ern talent exec, at the studio for 
meetings. 

N. Y. Times moved downtown 
and without a Hollywood office for 
first time in 20 years. 

Jerry Lewis registered five titles 
on C. B. DeMille indicating a bio- 
pic of the late producer. 

Vets Willard Mack and Stuart 
Holmes given roles by Jerry Wald 
in “The Beloved Infidel.” 

William Beaudine, 50 years a 
director in pictures, doing a pair 
of tv segs for Walt Disney. 

Joseph Cotten bought “For the 


Defense” and will produce in- 
dependently and play in it. 
Louis Cohen, prez of Jimmy 


Durante’s music publishing firm, 
getting back into real estate biz. 

Nick Adams keeping peace in 
;the family by casting his wife, 
| Carol Nugent, in his tv series, 
|The Rebel.” 

Maurice Silverstein, veepee of 
Loew's International, at Metro for 


for 4 week of meetings on films to be 


made abroad. 

Pamela Matthews, English ac- 
tress who has been dialog coach 
| for foreign stars, back to acting in 
tv’s “5 Fingers.” 

Director Vince Sherman spotted 


Holiday mag and tested her for key 
| role in “Ice Palace.” 

Roger Wagner Chorale will 
make 1l-week tour of Latin Amer- 
| ican countries in Government’s cul- 
| tural exchange program. 

Russ Garcia engaged by Metro 


|attend Col. Tom Parker's birthday | to compose musical sounds thou- 


in Nashville, returns to join his son 
in Germany next week. 


George Mooney, WKGN prexy at | 


Knoxville, checked with WMPS, 


local outlet for Tenn U grid games| Of his 


| sands of years in future for George 
| Pal’s “Time Machine.” 

Mervyn LeRoy’s 30 years in pie- 
tures will be saluted with en exhibit 
28 films by Calfornia 


and disclosed that better than 200 | Museum of Science and Industry. 


siations will make up the Vol Net- | 


work this fall. 


Minneapolis 
By Bob Rees 
(4009 Xerxes Ave., So.; WA 6-6955) 

Jazz organist Jimmy Smith into 
Key Club with McCoy Sisters and 
Pete Diggs’ band. 

Doc Evans Dixieland Band's 
weekly Walker Art Center Court- 
yard concerts pulling capacity 
crowds. 

Russian “Music and Dance Fes- 
tival” here for four performances 


in three days at municipal Audi- | 





Red Doff, onetime press agent, 
| named prexy of Conference of Per- 
|sonal Managers, West. Other ecf- 
|ficers are Eddie Sherman, Tom 
| Sheils, Frank Stemple and Manny 
Frank. 





Chicago 
‘Delaware 7-4984) 

Pat O’Brien at Tenthouse Thea- 
| tre with his “Loud Red Patrick” 
package. 

Hildegarde opened in her one- 
woman show at Drury Lane yester- 
day (Tues.). 

Claude Gordon orch goes into 





torium this week. Willow-Brook (formerly Oh Henry) 
Earl Wrightson, Bill Tabbert and | tocay (Wed) , 9 
Betty Benee appeared with Min-| “Bells Are Ringing” preeming in 
neapolis Symphony “Concert Under | Chi at Highland Park Music Thea- 
Stars” Broadway musical si0W|ire, with Betty Jane Watson 
night. starred. 
— Stuart Brent, Chi bookseller and 
} tv performer, has a featured part 
} Scotland in “Royal Family” at Hinsdale. It's 
. ‘ | his debut on the legit stage. 
(Clee DE arden ses) | Kenny Bowers, singer and comic 


“Warlock” registering solid biz 
at La Scala, Glasgow. 

New cinema being built at Oban, 
West Scotland coast resort 

Bob Hope to Gleneagles and St. 
Andrews on golfing holiday. 

Beverley Sisters topping in sum- 
mer vaude at Capitol Theatre, 
Aberdeen. 

“Goody Two-Shoes” likely as No. 
1 pantomime at Alhambra, Glas- 
|}gow, in November, with Jack 
| Tripp. “Sinbad the Sailor,” last 


| season’s Glasgow panto, is moving | 


to King’s, Edinburgh. 


Detroit 





By Fred Tew 

(TU 5-8694) 
| Virginia Mayo and Michael 
|C’Shea starring in “Tunnel of 


Love” at Northland Playhouse. 

| Rita Grable, top stripper at 
| Willis Show Club, thinks this 
|} engagement may be her last. She 
plans on marrying in August. 

| Lee Artoe, prexy of Electro Car- 
gons, donated a trophy to be pre- 
sented at Michigan Allied conven- 


| Ferlin Husky, Capitol country-| sibility of doing a comedy with | tion to the exhib who submits best 
Magali Noel fractured her ankle | western singer, played a string of | Beb Hope. Idea being fostered by | biz-building idea. 


six singing dates across New Mex- 
| ico, backed by Roger Miller band. 
J. Walter Flynn, former New 


| Producer Antonio Matouk and 
| Dick Condon. 


| Miguel Aleman Jr. on a circuit 


ting the governmental radio and | York art consultant, hired as full-|tour of remaining festivals where 


television setup here. 


| time art director of state-subsidized | 


he is to act on judging committees 


Jose Torres into the Theatre De| New Mexico Magazine at $6,035 |—Moscow, Venice and San Fran- 


L’Etoile for a four-week terp ses- 
sion with his Hispano company. 
Gerard Philipe will play “Ham- 
let” with the state subsidized The- 
atre National Populair next season. 
Tessa Beaumont replaces Zizi 


Jeanmaire in reprise of Roland Pe- | 


tit’s ballet “Cyrano De Bergerac” 
at Alhambra next October. 

Anthony Quinn § getting 
French pie offers for 


annually. 

| Two femmes from KOB radio-tv 
here, off on two-week vacation in 
Haiti and Jamaica. Gals are Corine 
Burleson, head accountant, and 
| Margaret Itter, tele sales staff. 
KHAM radio recently sponsored 
i“Have Fun with Pop” contest in 
| Albuquerque. Commercial tieup 


Carne’s “Les Favues” (The Beasts) | Markets. 


|cisco—has put off his Japanese- 
| Mexican co-production for early 
| 1960. 

| “Around World in 80 Days” will 
| finally play in Mexico in an emas- 
|culated, standard 35m _ version, 
| with Spanish sound, dubbed in by 
comic Cantinflas. Plans to show 
| Todd-AO version virtually were 


two| was made with Playland kiddie| abandoned because of boxoffice 
Marcel | amusement park and Lucky Super | price freeze. 


The Mexican-Indonesian film 


| Gordon Scott, in town to bally 
|“Tarzan’s Greatest Adventure,” got 
seratched by a chimpanzee and 
sprayed by an elephant when he 
visited the local zoo. 

Stephanie Wanger, 
| nett’s 16-year-old 


| 


Joan Ben- 
daughter, 


| dropped in at Northland Playhouse | two-year 


| with tv, film, nitery and disk cred- 
jits, turned pressagent with the 
| Aaron Cushman office. 
Linda Darnell doing a fortnight 
j}at Hinsdale curren in “Royal 
| Family” and being paged by Tent- 
| house for another show this season. 
Carl Stohn, Drury Lane produc- 
er, tapped to direct the Puerto 
|Rican Theatre Group during up- 
coming Pan Am Festival in “Los 
| Soles Truncos.” 

Irving D. Blum, asst. professor 
of English at U. of illinois, created 
Show Business Inc., new organiza- 
tion to promote and “improve” 
legit in Chicago. 

Madge Skelly, producer of Man- 
istee (Mich.) Summer Theatre, re- 
turns to stage for first time in 
eight years this week to do the 
title role in “Auntie Mame.” 


Santiago 
By Edythe Ziffren 
(31645) 

National Literary Prize wampum 
to be hiked from $500 to $5,000. 

Jose Iturbi commuting between 
Santiago and Buenos Aires con- 
certs. 

Braden Copper Co. Encyclopedia 
of the Air observing 10th anni at 
Radio Mineria. 





| 


Ruperto Vergara, manager of 
Radio Santiago and Radio Chilena, 
to U.S. on buying trip. 

Municipal Theatre is ready after 
facelifting; reopening 


|on her way back to the Coast after | with the Chilean Philharmor’:. 


'a European trip, to catch her 
| mother in “Anniversary Waltz.” 


“El Trueno Entre las hojas,” 
Argentine filbn featuring plenty 


| Shirley Eder, girl of many shows | nude swimming scene, passed 23d 
on WJR, has this imposing guest | week at the Ritz. 


list for her “Composite” show: 
|Dinah Shore, Mary Martin, 
Margaret Piazza, Bert Lahr, Ma- 


halia Jackson, Cesar Romero and 
Peggy Cass. 


Santiago Municiple Musie 
Awards given to Vincente Bianchi, 
Luiz Aguirre Pinto, Eduardo Casas, 
Francisco Flores de] Campo, Chito 
Faro and Pablo Neruda. 
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Preston Sturges Dies at 60 


— 





of his life story when his heart) 
gave out. 

His early years had been unique 
and unconventional. His mother, 
Mary Desti, had lifted herself 
from a conventional Chicago Irish 
household into the highest realms 
of art and society of the early 
1900s Her ciosest friend was 
Isadora Duncan. The Duncan chil- 
dren were drowned in Paris when 
the Desti limousine ran into a lake 
in the Bois de Boulogne while on 
jis way to pick up young Preston 
at school. It was Mary Desti who 
handed her own scarf to Isadora 
at Nice in 1927 as the dancer was 
about to drive off. Isadora 
wrapped it several times around 
her neck and left the rest to trail 
off in the breeze. The tip of the 
scart caught in the rear wheel and 
Isadora’s neck was broken. 

Forced To Fight 

Sturges’ mother, imbued with 
the aesthetic ideas of the Duncan 
movement, dressed the adolescent 
boy in Grecian tunics and sent 
him off to school. “As a result, I 
became the best street fighter for 
my age and weight in Chicago.” 
Preston said. His recollection of 
his youth was filled with un- 
orthodox relatives, magazining de- 
tails and hilarious situations. 

Writing a book was a new ex- 
perience for him, but he was a 
craftsman full of invention in the 
theatre and cinema and a pioneer 
of both subject matter and tech- 
nique, who entertained vast audi- 


ences with rich, down-to-earth 
humor while frequently holding 
up a mirror for the world to see 
what a sardenic spectacle it was | 
making of itself. “The Great Mc- 
Ginty” was the story of a crooked 
politician whose downfall came 
when he attempted one honest 
deed “Hail the Conquering 
Hero” showed that a chestful of 


campaign ribbons could turn a 
schnook into a returning Hercu- 
“Sullivan's Travels” remains 
the only motion picture which is 
: testament to the virtue of the 


les 


motion picture as a_ universal 
enjoyment. 

Sturges brought to any subject 
which interested him a fruitful, 


questing mind and this frequently 
resulted in technical innovations 
and improvements, not only in the 
making of films but in stagecraft, 
restaurants, yachts and, in his 
youth the cosmetic industry 
When his mother had a celebrated 
beauty salon, he invented ‘“kiss- 
proof” lipstick. And for years he 
operated a marine engineering 
shop at Los Angeles harbor. The 
little theatre of his Player's 
Restaurant, which he _ built in 
Hollywood, was a mechanized 
marvel 
A Hit In 5 Days 

Sturges wrote his first stage hit, 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” while in 
a Chicago hospital, recovering 
from an emergency appendectomy. 
He told this writer he did it in 
five days, after reading Brander 
Matthews’ “Principles of Play- 
making.” At the time he was as- 
sistant stage manager for the 
touring company of “Frankie and 
Joonny” by Jack Kirkland. 

Soon afier he went to Holly- 
wood where he wrote not only 
frothy screen adaptations, like the 
script for Molnar’s “The Good 
Fairy,” but powerful dramas, such 
as his original, “The Power and 
the Glory.” Another original, 
“VicGinty,”” he sold to Paramount 
for $10 with the proviso that he be 
allowed to direct it. It won him 
the 1941 Academy Award for 
screenwriting and established him 
the first director since Ernst 
Lubitsch whose style could make 
a picture, 

in a manner he was courtly and 
falant, with a never-satisfied ap- 
petite for knowledge and good 
humor. He had friends in all 
strata of society and a practical 
adaptability to a $7,500 a week 
salary or to adversity. 

Physically Sturges was big and 
strong. Until the night he died he 
seldom was ill. In World War I, 
he was an aviation cadet (Spyros 
Skouras served with him in 
Florida). 

He was first married to Estelle 
M ge. They were divorced in 
19°0 and later that year he eloped 
witn Eleanor Post Hutton (the 
night before, her young cousin, 
Barbara, sat herself in his lap and 
said: “If you don't do it now, you 
probably never will”). Next day, 
hidden from the press in his 


mother’s uphtate ¢ottage, Sturges, 


Continued from page 2 








opened the door to a woman who 
enquired for his mother. He spoke 
with the stranger for some min- 
utes before she said: “Preston, you 
don’t remember me, do you? I’m 
Estelle, your first wife.”” He used 
this as the pivotal point in the 
plot of “The Lady Eve,’ where 
Renry Fonda doesn’t recognize 
Barbara Stanwyck 

After the Hutton marriage was 
dissolved, he was wed to Louise 
Sargent from 1938 to 1947. They 
have a son, Mun (Solomon, after 
Sturges’ adopted father) Sturges, 
now 18, who accompanied the 
writer's present wife, Sandy 
(Anne Margaret Nagle) Sturges 
from California for the funeral 
service in New York. She is the 
mother of two younger sons, Pres- 
ton G., 6, and Thomas Preston 
Sturges, 3. Sturges Sr. was born 
to Mary and Edmund Biden but 
his mother was soon divorced and 
married Solomon Sturges, a Chi- 
cago broker, whose name the son 
assumed. 

At his death he was also working 
on two plays which were under 
option for Broadway production 
this season, “I Belong to Zozo,” 
a farce which he had originally 
written in French while in Paris 
last year, and a musical comedy 
version of “The Gentleman from 
Chicago,” an original screenplay 
also written in Europe. In addi- 
tion, his French version of Robert 
E. Sherwood’s “The Road To 
Rome,” was the subject of nego- 
tiation for a Lars Schmidt produc- 
tion, starring Ingrid Bergman, in 
Paris, this season. 


Shows Abroad 7 
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Fine Fettle 
personal triumph in one item by 
Ron Moody, a charming whimsy in 
which she plays a scarecrow who 
likes crows. 

Without doubt the highlight of 
“Fine Fettle” is the outstanding 
and energetic dancing of a small 
group trained, led and inspired by 
Irving Davies. When ever these 
young people are swirling around 
the stage the show gathers mo- 
mentum and vitality. The costumes 
and Loudon Sainthill’s colorful de- 
cor are up to West End standard 
Only the material lets the revue 
down. Burt Rhodes and the Palace 
orchestra keep the cheerful music 
moving at a good tempo } 











The Sound of Murder 

London, Aug. 6. 
F_E.S. (Plays) Ltd. presentatior fa 
three-act (six scenes) drama by William 


Fairchild. Direction, Fred Sadoff: setting 
Ken Calder; lighting, John Wyckhar 
Stars Peter Cushing, Elizabeth Sellars 


Terence Longdon, Patricia Jessel. Opened 
Aug. 5, °59, at the Aldwych Theatre, Lon 
don; $2.80 top 
Charles Norbury . 
Anne Norbury 
Peter Marriott 
Miss Forbes 


Peter Cushing 
Elizabeth Sellars 
Terence Longdon 

Patricia Jessel 


Insp. Davidson "Nicholas Meredith 
P. C. Nash David Jackson 
Workman . . Peter Hughes 

William Fairchild has worked 


out a contrived, but quite ingen- 
ious, play on the old-hat theme of 
the “perfect” murder that goes 
haywire for reasons usually pre- 
dictable to the experienced who- 
dunit student. It’s the sort of well- 
fashioned job that will give a kick 
to theatregoers who enjoy guessing 
games, who are cockahoop when 
they guess the payoff but aren’t 
unduly deflated when the author 
foxes them. 

The meller provides an enter- 
taining evening for those demand- 
ing only light diversion, but trick 
plays are risky boxoffice prospects 
However, it is sufficiently deftly 
written, acted ard directed to 
stand a reasonable chance of click- 
ing. 

“Sound of Murder” is full of 
holes and improbabilities as well 
as plot devices, including most of 
the usual ones. There’s the tape- 
recorder which becomes an unwit- 
ting witness, plus inconvenient 
telephone calls, the unexpected 
caller, the shrieks in the night, and 
so on. The victim of the proposed 
murder is an unpleasant but suc- 
cessful writer of children’s books 
Since he refuses to divorce his 
wife in case it affects his career, 
she is persuaded by her lover to 
help him in bumping off the hus- 
band. 

The characters lack depth, but 
rather puppets to maintain the ac- 
tion. The dialog is sound, Peter 
Cushing is suavely odious as the 
author. Elizabeth Sellars, as the 


young wife, hasn't much to do ex- 

cept be distraught and suffer, but 

she does this with fine anguish 
Terence Longdon as 


the nice 


| 


mannered but not very intelligent 


lover is convincing, despite one 
scene which falls almost into 
parody. The inevitable stolid, dog- 


ged detective and the usual facet- 
ious cop are satisfactorily handled 
by Nicholas Meredith and David 
Jackson, respectively. 

Fairchild is a competent craft- 
man, with a nimble mind, and 
handles the presposterous mechan- 
ics of his play adroitly. Fred Sad- 
off’s direction is straightforward, | 
and Ken Calder has devised an 
elegant setting for a prosperous 
country house Rich. 








Merger 
Continued from page 2 


a 
Call's publisher, would be the new 
paper's general manager and direct 
the paper's business management. 

Both their assets in 
a new company, Apex 
Corp., withdrew shares 


chains put 
Delaware 
and then 
on a 50-50 basis 
Thus the consolidation, often 
rumored, of the two biggest metro- | 
politan in the nation has 
become fact at one point, Frisco. 
The two papers had a total News- 
paper Guild membership of 365 in 
editorial, advertising and business 
departments. Of this number, 205 
were at the Cali, 160 at the News 
Late Saturday (8) night wires 
went to every member of both 
staffs informing each whether he 
had been retained or cut. There 
were 95 retained from the News’ 
staff, 115 from the Call. Dismissals 
and retentions in mechanical and 
circulation departments followed 
similar proportions 
The merger has been rumored 
for years, because both dailies had 
become losing propositions. 


chains 


The Call Bulletin was founded 
in 1855 as the Evening Bulletin and 
enjoyed its palmiest days in the 
,}early 20th Century when Fremont 
Older edited it. The Bulletin de- 
clined after World War I, when 
William Randolph Hearst hired 
Older away to become editor of 
his Call, and Hearst bought the 
Bulletin and merged it into the 
Call in 1929—that was Frisco’s 
last merger until last weekend 

The News was founded by E. W 
Scripps in 1903 and circulated 
mainly in the city’s working dis- 
trict until the mid:i920s, when it 
started moving into silk-stocking 
areas 

Both papers prospered tremen- 
dously during World War II, with 
the Call reaching a_ circulation 
peak of around 170,000 and the 


News reaching about 148,000. 

But two factors hit both papers 
very hard, starting a decade ago 

1) Television began eating into 
ad budgets 

2) The rush to the suburbs, with- 
out a commensurate buildup in 
Frisco proper, enabled suburban 
dailies to get fat in both circula- 
tion and ads 

By weekend, the News’ cir- 
culation was down to a bare 100,-! 
000 and the Call had about 145,000. 
In addition, the News, which for 
many years led the Call in ad line- 
age, had fallen behind its com- 
petitor 

One reason the Call outstripped 
the News in recent months was 
that it had poured heavy sums of 
money into circulation and cut ad 
rates in some cases to the point 
where running the ads became un- 
economic 

Plan is that the two papers will 
hit a circulation of about 210,000, 
using the News’ presses to print 
the home editions—most News cir- 
culation was home-delivered, and 
most of the Call's was street—on 
white paper, while street editions 
are printed with the Call's tradi- | 
tional pink wrapper on Call 
presses | 

The new daily’s managing editor 
is the News’ Robert Lee; its city 
editor is the News’ Harry Press; | 
its drama editor is the News’ Emilia 
Hodel, and most of the News’ edi- | 
torial hierarchy has been pre- | 
served. 


Io 
iast 


Remaining in Frisco are Hearst's | 
morning Examiner and the inde- | 
pendent morning Chronicle, now | 
engaged in a hot circulation battle. | 
Also in the metropolitan area is 
ex-Sen. William F. Knowland’s 
Oakland Tribune, an afternoon 
sheet which grew wealthy on the 
expanding population of the east- 
ern shore of Frisco Bay after | 
World War II and in 1948 bought ! 
out its Hearst-owned rival, the 
Post-Enquirer. | 











Casting News 








W. 57th St., N. Y.; PL 7-7242) &/[ 
Henry Sherek. 
“Only In America” (D). Pro- 


ducer, Herman Shumlin (11 E. 48th 
St.; PL 3-7566). 

“Pink Jungle” (D) Producer, 
Paul Gregory (234 W. 44th St.; LO 
4-5071; Coast office, 930 N. La 
Cienega Blvd., Hollywood 46). 

“Saratoga” (MC Producers, 
Robert Fryer & Morton da Costa 


234 W. 44th St., N.Y.. LA 4-9054) 
“Silent Night, Lonely Night” 
(D) Producer, Playwrights Co., 


745 Fifth Ave.; PL 3-7500). 
“Subways Are For Sleeping” 
(C). Producer, David Merrick (246 
W. 44th St., N.Y., LO 3-0380 
“Tenth Man” (D). Producers, 
Saint Subber (200 W. 57th St.; JU 
6-1890) & Arthur Cantor 
“Time’s Fool” (formerly “L’ 
Hurluberin”) Kermit Bloomgarden 
(1545 Broadway, N. Y.; JU 2-1690). 
“Trial of Jesus” (D). Producer, 


OFF-BROADWAY 
“Come Share My House” (D) 
Producers, Richard Karp & Gayle 
Hinckey (99 Seventh Ave. S., 
, 


“Dig We Must” (C). Producer, 


Ronald Hawson (16 W. 55th St., 
N.Y., CI 7-1381). 

“Dream Play” (D). Producer. Iza 
Itkin (AL 4-3089). 

“Great God Brown” (D). Produc- 
er, T. Edward Hambleton, (Phoe- 
nix Theatre, 189 Second Ave., 
N. Y.; OR 4-7160) 


“Lend An Ear” (MR). Producers, 
Stephan Slane & Jenny Lou Law, 
no production office set). 

“Orpheus Descending” (D). Pro- 


ducer, Stella Holt, (323 W. 87th 
St.. N. ¥ 
“Vincent” (D Producers, Am- 


mon Kabatchnik & Fred Sammut 


WA 9-4248). 
SIGNED 
BROADWAY 
Adventure: David Frank 
ceeding David Clark) 
Fiorello: Ellen Hanley. 
“Gang’s all Here”: E G. Mar- 
shall, Jean Dixon, Yvette Vickers. 
“Girls Against the Boys”: Mau- 
Bailey. 


{suc- 


reen 


“Golden Fleecing”: Tom Poston, 


Robert Elston, Richard Kendricks, 
Robert Carraway, John Mbhyers, 
Mickey Deems, 
“Goodbye Charlie’: Cara Wil- 
liams 

“Happy Town”: Henry Hull, Ed- 
win Steffe, Will Wright, Dick 
Elliott, Frederic Tozere, Liz H. 
Pritchett, Dick Elliott, Chester 
Watson Ralph Dunn, George 
Blackwell. 

“Heartbreak House”: Patrick 


Horgan, Jane Ross, Sorrell Books. 
“Highest Tree”: Diana Douglas. 
J. B.: Brooke Bundy (succeeding 

Candy Moore). 
“Majority of 

Brenner. 
“Midnight Sun”: Steve Hill. 
Mighty Man Is He: Diana van 

der Vlis, Gene Blakely. 

Miracle Worker: Albert Paulson 

Kathleen Comegys, Patty Duke. 
“Moonbirds”: Michael Horden 
Much Ado About Nothing: Mark 

Lenard, Paul Sparer, Herbert Ran- 

son, David King-Wood, Howard 

Fischer, Barry Macollum. 
“Redhead”: Michael McAlone 

(succeeding, Patrick Horgan) 
“Silent Night, Lonely Night”: 

Edith Heineman, Billy Quinn. 
Sound of Music: Kurt Kasznar. 
“Take Me Along”: Susan Lucky. 
Tenth Man: Lou Jacoby, Gene 

Saks, George Voskovec, Jacob Ben- 

Ami 
Yes Man: Jack Barry. 


OFF-BROADWAY 


One”; Carolyn 


“Buoyant Billions”: Anne Hunter 


succeeding Patricia Falkenhain). 
“Getting Married”: Carole Teitel 

(succeeding Gene Hufeigen). 
Kosher Widow: Julius Adler. 
Shaw Festival: Tom Rutherfurd. 


Continued from page 74 





at 10 a.m.; open calls at 3 p.m, 
Auditions at the Showcase Studios, 
950 Eighth Ave., N.Y. 


(tees 








Opera 











New York State Opera Society. 
General-manager, Carl Yost (SU 
| 7-2056). Standard opera repertoire, 
Scheduled for this season: “Car- 
men,” “Aida.” Phone’ general- 
manager for appointment. 











| Television 











“Blue Men,” CBS, Casting direc- 
tor, Alixe Gordin, Plautus Produc. 
tions, 44 E. 53d St., N.Y. Casting 
director is interested in seeing 
applicants in performance in pro- 
fessional productions. Mail photo 
and resume, with details of where 


|and when appearing, so that Miss 


, Warner LeRoy (21 E. 63d St., 
a. F 

“U.S.A.” (BD). Producers, Robert 
Weiner & Nick Spanos, (SU 7- 
1914). 

“Viva Madison Avenue” (C).! 
Producer, Selma Tamber (200 W. 
57th St., N.Y., JU 6-1890” 


Gordin can attend. Agents may 
contact her secretary by mail at 
the above address. 

Formula Seven Productions, 
1650 Broadway, N. Y.; Room 904. 
Producer, Garvey Nelson. Accept- 
ing photo and resume of general 
talent for tv films. Mail to above 

“I,” filmed on location — CBS; 
producer, Gilbert Ralston; casting 
through Mare Merson; address by 
mail only, Barbara Tuck, CBS, 524 
W. 57th St. Available parts: un- 
usual types, interesting faces, good 
physical conditions, will consider 
applicants having had odd occupa- 
tions. Submit photo and resume. 

Kastor, Hilton, Chesley, Clifford 
& Atherton ad agency, 575 Lexing- 
ton Ave. Casting, Richard King. 
Mail photo and resume. 

Max Richard Agency, 1776 
Broadway, N. Y. Robert Richard 
seeking attractive femme juggler, 


for t.v. commercial. Apply in per- 
son. Bring photo and resume. 
National Screen Service, 1600 


Broadway. Casting, Carl Carbone. 


Submit photo and composite for 
consideration. 
address. 

“Stakeout,” 36 half-hour films, 
to be shot on location in Florida. 
Producer, Ben Berenberg. There 


may be possibilities for performer 
resident in or going to Florida. 
Applicants (or their agents) querey 
the Bob Barry Agency, 40 W. 57th 
St.. N. Y., CI 6-5740, for details 
about Florida contact and location. 

“Sunday Showcase” Series). 
Producers, NBC-TV (1270 Sixth 
Ave., N.Y., Room 2311); executive- 
producer, Robert Alan Aurthur; 
casting-manager, Rick Kelly; cast- 
ing-supervisor, Edith Hamlin. Mail 
photo and resume to casting de- 
partment. Personnel will try to see 
applicants perform on other tv 
shows and in off-Broadway plays. 
Do not phone or visit. 


DeMille 
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battle with the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists. He lost a 
$98,000 annual income as mc of 
the Lux Radio Show as a result of 
his refusal to pay the union a dol- 
lar assessment to aid its fight 
against the “right to work” propo- 
sition on the California ballot in 
1944 

The voters defeated the meas- 
ure, and DeMille some years later 
also lost his fight when the U. S., 
Supreme Court declined to take 
the case after the union had won 
three lower court decisions. This 
was one of the few times DeMille 
did not get his way. Another was 
when he _ attempted to force 
| through a resolution in the Screen 
Directors Guild that would have 
required members to sign a loyalty 
oath. 

If a reader should miss the point 
earlier in the book that DeMille 
was a strong individualist the lat- 
ter two instances stand out as bold 
reminders that here was a man 
|who had a mind of his own and, 
more often than not, got his way. 
| He fought with and broke away for 
|a time from his old associate, 
| Adolph Zukor of Paramount, and 


“Three Sisters”: Sandor Szabo. | always regarded himself as an in- 








| Industrial 











Edsel-Lincoln). 


| dependent whose judgment was 
superior to that of the business 
men in the front office. While De- 
Mille had his boxoffice setbacks, 


. J his successes were nothing short 


“M. E. L. Industrial” (Mercury-|0f Phenomenal. “Yes, J 
Musical director, | Mille” is an entertaining, informa- 


“Yes, Mr. De- 


Ray James. Equity call for singers, | tive analysis of the life and times 
today and tomorrow (Wed.-Thur.), lof a truly remarkable showman. 
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OBITUARIES 





PRESTON STURGES 


scenarist, director and producer 
died Aug. 6 of a heart attack at 
the Aigonquin Hotel, N. Y. He was 
buried in Ferncliff Cemetery, 
Westchester County, N. Y. Sur- 
vived by his wife, two young sons 
and an «@der son by a previous 
marriage. Details on Page 2 





CLARENCE DERWENT 

Clarence Derwent, 75, actor, and 
president of the American National 
Theater and Academy since 1952, 
died Aug. 6 in New York City. Ear- 
lier he served two terms as presi- 
dent of Actors Equity. 

London born, and trained on the 
English stage, he made his debut 
as a guard in “Mary, Queen of 
Scots,” in Weymouth, England. By 
1910 he was playing in London 
with Sir Herbert Tree in “Henry 
Vill.” He came te the U.S. in 
1915, making his debyt with Grace 





,and also m.d. of Carroll-Musgrove | 
Preston Sturges, 60, playwright, | Ltd. and chairman and director of | wyn-Mayer manager 


the Winter Garden Theatres, both 
Queensland. ; 
For years he was identified with 
charities Down Under and had 
been active in cinema operations 
and film business of Australia. He 
was a partner of the late E. J 
Carroll for years. The latter was 
confident of Harry Lauder, and 
always had directed his Australian 


tours. 
Survived by his wife. 





RALPH STEINBERG 

Ralph Steinberg, 61, a former 
radio adviser of Franklin D. Roose- 
velt, died July 31 in Los Angeles. 

A teacher of radio and film tech- 
niques, he assisted President Roose- 
velt in producing the famed “Fire- 
side Talks” during the 1930’s and 
early '40’s. He formerly was presi- 
dent of the Radio and Film Meth- 
ods Corp. of New York. He wrote 
















George in 
that time, he appeared in numer- 
ous productions, which he himself 
estimated to have reached the 500 
mark. He also played in all but 
three of Shakespeare’s plays, Shy- | 
lock being his favorite of these 
roles. 

Among his other legit credits | 
were “The Last Warning,” “Queen 


Victoria.’ “Garden of Weeds,” | 
“Pierrot the Prodigal,” “Lust for 
Love,” “The House of Usher,” | 
“The Woman of Bronze” and “Elec- 
tra.’ In 1928, he played Louis 
XIII in the Ziegfeld musical “The 








CLARENCE DERWENT 


Equity Association regrets 
the passing of its distinguished 
member, Clarence Derwent, who 
served as President from 1946-1952. 
He was a member of the Associa- 
tion from 1917 until his death, 
August 6, 1959. 


Actors 


| 





A TT 


Three Musketeers.” The next year 
he appeared in “Serena Blandish” 
and “The Ghost Parade.” 

In “Kind Lady,” Derwent played 
in both the New York and London 
productions. On Broadway in 1937- 
33 he appeared in “The Amazing 
Dr. Clitterhouse” and “Soliloquy.” | 
During the 1940's, Broadway sew | 
him in, among others, “The Doc- 
tor’s Dilemma,” “I Killed the 
Count,” “The Pirate,” “The Inno- 
cent Voyage,” “Rebecca,” “Lady in 
Danger,” “Lute Song,” “Eagle Has | 


In Memory of My Dear Pal 


BILLY MURRAY 


August 17, 1954 


J. V. MARTINDALE 





Two Heads” and “Topaze.” He 
play ed the role of the president in 
‘The Madwoman of Chaillot.” 

Besides his acting career, Der- 
went also turned his hand to di- 
rection. He staged productions of 
“Rebecca,” “Lady in Danger” and 
*Laura.”” He also appeared in 
films, among them being “Stanley 
and Livingstone.” Among his re- | 
cent appearances were in ‘“Dead- | 
fall,” 1955, and “Lute Song” in 
1959 at the City Center. In 1956, | 
he played the role of the retired 
professor in the off-Broadway pro- 
cuction of “Uncle Vanya,” at the 
same time performing m a film 
version of the play 

In 1952, to mark his 50th anni- 
versary in the theatre, Derwent | 
established a two-year scholarship 
at the Dramatic Workshop, where 
he was president for several years 
and the Technical Institute, of 
which he was also prexy. At the 
time of his death, he was rehears- 
ing for a tv drama, “The House on 
High Street.” 


DAN CARROLL 
Dan Carroll, 73, a top official {n 
the Australian film business, died | 
Aug. 11 in Sydney, Australia. He | 
Was managing director of —$ 
Prince Edward Theatre, Sydney, 


In Loving Memory 


NELLIE REVELL 


March 13, 1873- August 12, 1958 


a soul like a white fleme, a spirit like a tempered sword." 


| vaudeville circuits and later 







—IRVIN S. COBB 






historical radio series. 
His wife, daughter and two sis- 
ters survive. 





ALFRED MIROVITCH ; 
Alfred Mirovitch, 75, concert pi- 
arist and music authority, 
Aug. 3 in Whitefield, N. H. A 1909 


| graduate of the St. Petersburg Con- 


servatory, Russia, he had toured 
the world seven times. 

He appeared in major U-S. cities 
starting in 1921, and in 1927 he in- 


troduced a minuet of his own com- | 


position at Carnegie Hall. Most of 
the last 20 years of his life has 


| been devoted to lecturing, teach- | 
ing and editing. 
Surviving are his wife, two 


brothers and two sisters 
HARRY A. (HAP) BEHNEY 


Harry A. (Hap) Behney, 56, 


| pianist and former song-and-dance 
| man, died July 11 in Fort Lauder- 


dale, Fla. He played all the major 
was 
arranger for 


pianist and music 
Garber, 


Fred Waring and Jan 
among others. 

His wife and twe daughters, 
actress Virginia Behney and singer 
Helen Barrett, survive. 





DAVID LORD 

Henry Peter David, 39, writer, 
known professionally as David 
Lord, died Aug. 1 in Hollywood. 
He was the author of several nov- 
els, including “The Ravager’ and 
“Joey”; numerous short stories and 
television plays. He wrote scripts 
for “Fireside Theatre” and “Medic” 
among others. 

His wife, two daughters, 
parents and a sister survive. 


his 





HARRY A. CRISP 
Harry A. Crisp, 65, retired or- 


ganist, died Aug. 5 in Sea Isle City, | 


N. J. He played at the Frankford, 
Stanley, Stanton and Mastbaum 
Theatres, all in Philadelphia. 

In 1938 Crisp was appointed su- 
pervisor of the WPA music pro}- 
ect. He was in charge of the music 
performance trust fund of Local 77. 

Mother, son, daughter and broth- 
er survive. 





MARION JONES 

Marion Jones, 66, boxoffice man- 
ageress, died Aug. 1 in London. 
For 17 years she was b.o. man- 
ageress of the Duchess Theatre, 
having previously worked at Chis- 
wick Empire, the Gaiety and the 
Kingsway Theatre. 

She retired last year, but re- 
turned as an assistant at the Arts 
Theatre. 





G. PAT COLLINS 
G. Pat Collins, 64, vet legit-film- 
tv actor, died of cancer Aug. 5 at 
Sawtelle Veterans Hospital, Los 
Angeles. He was a member of The 
Masquers and was on the organiza- 
tion’s jesterate governing body. 
Surviving is his wife, former 
comedienné Billie Rhodes 





MORTON L. STEVENS 
Morton L, Stevens, 69, film, legit 
and tv actor, died Aug. 5 in Marl- 
boro, Mass. In show business for 
more than 50 years, he was seen 


died 


jried an Angel” and “Finian’s Rain- 


| bow.” More recently he had roles 
|in the tv productions of “Mama” 
and “Studio One.” He was a native 
of Marlboro. 

His wife survives. 


Gosta Wadsten, 54, 





Metro-Gold- 
in Sweden 
| since 1951, died Alig. 6 in Stock- 
holm. A veteran film man, he had 
worked as booker, salesman and 
|manager with various U.S. film 
companies before assuming the top 
post with Metro. 





| 


| Mrs. Marguerite Frost, 53, one-| 


time press rep for David Belasco, 
| died Aug. 4 in Houston, Tex. A col- 
|umnist and writer of detective 
| stories, she had also been women's 
| editor for the Houston Post. 





| Mrs. Viola Theresa Davenport 
Fuller, 77, widow of former Gov- 


ernor Alan T. Fuller of Massachu-! 


setts, died Aug. 4 in Runnymede- 
by-the-sea, Mass. She formerly 
|} was an operatic soprano. 





Florence Barton MacLea, 54, for- 
mer assistant casting director at 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer studios, died 
| July 31 in Hollywood. Her husband, 
Douglas McLean, retired actor-pro- 
| ducer, survives. 


Walter Wyndham Cheetham Jr., 
| 34, a radio director for CBS, died 
| Aug. 5 in Flushing, Queens. He 

joined WCBS in 1950 as a member 
of the library staff. He was named 





“Major Barbara.” Since, and produced “Lest We Forget,” , director in 1952. 





Maurice O’Brien, 50, actor, died 
| Aug. 1 in Dublin. He appeared for 
|12 years with the Lord Longford 
and other Dublin companies and 
was particularly noted for his 
period comedy performances. 





Mrs. Anne Harper, 47, who acted 
under the name of Anne Archer, 
died Aug. 5 in Los Angeles. A re- 
tired character actress, she leaves 
her husband. 


William Williston, 67, a comedy 
magician, known professionally as 


| Williston the Magician, died Aug. 
2 in New York. 


Polish Vs. Russ 
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tical matter, a sort of Nicky-Dicky 
tug-of-war. In Warsaw the veep 
became simply an important vis- 
itor from one of the strong de- 
mocracies, a symbol from the out- 
side world who might carry the 
message: “Help.” Similarly, almost 
no one in Moscow will talk to an 
American, except very carefully or 
|guardedly. But almost everyone 
‘talks his head off to any American 
who manages to get to Warsaw. 

(This same thing is true, ft 
should be pointed out, as regards 
Englishmen or Frenchmen. Any- 
one from the “outside world” ex- 
cept Adenauer’s Germans, of whom 
the Poles are almost as suspicious 
as they are of the Russians) 

The theatre is very much alive 
in Poland. There are about 15 legit 
houses in Warsaw, all playing rep- 

| ertory, and about 50% of the plays 
| seem to be of American, British or 
| French origin. The two American 
playwrights best known there (as, 
jin fact, in all European countries) 
jare Arthur Miller and Tennessee 
| Williams. Eugene O'Neill and 
Thornton Wilder are also fre- 
quently represented. Shakespeare 
is frequent. Dylan Thomas and 
Kenneth Fry seem to represent the 
| British stage. There are, every 
| year, half a dozen French plays 
;and a few Italians. 

Your perforce anonymous cor- 
respondent, speaking no Polish, 
cannot tell you truthfully about 
the Polish plays, but he was told 
|many times in Warsaw that the 
local plays are outspoken and sa- 
tirical in content, frequently criti- 
'ecizing the local and Russ govern- 
ments. Which may or may not be 
true, though it is pertinent to 
point out that it most definitely 
is not true about the plays in Rus- 
sia proper, where no criticism, 
| carping, beefing or satire ‘(except 
at the expense of non-Commu- 
nists) is tolerated. 
| Excellent Yiddish Theatre 





|dish theatre in Warsaw, the Ka- 
minska Theatre — which would 
make New York’s Second Avenu- 
eites sit up and take notice. It is, 
as all Polish theatres, government- 


subsidized. Which matches sur- | 


prisingly with the distinct anti- 
Semitism in Russia. 
| Having learned by bitter experi- 


There is a truly wonderful Yid- | 


| Teporter nevertheless was startled 
jat the many copies of translations 
'from American and French books 
jhe saw in Warsaw. A recent poll 
|made by a Warsaw literary maga- 
|zine, Polityka, claimed that of all 
“foreign” books translated into Po- 
lish, the most popular are Heming- 
way’s “For Whom the Bells Toll,” 


Faulkner's “Wild Palms” and 
Wilder’s “Ides of March.” A 
French novel is in fourth place 


and an Italian in fifth. 

American jazz music is, as is 
true everywhere in this part of 
ithe world, very strong and one 
wonders constantly at how much 
of it is known and played. These 
people love all sorts of music. of 
course, and music is one domain 
which reaches all the Russians and 
|its satellites without political in- 
uendo—but jazz is more prevalent 
in the satellite countries than in 
Russia proper. 

In spite of the bad programming 
'and stupid bombastics of the Voice 
of America programs, they get 
| listened te a great deal in Poland; 
|mostly because of the jazz. 
| The best comparison is perhaps 
a foolish one, but indicative, 
{Americans accustomed to de luxe 
|living are likely to be irked by 
jthe lack of “comfort” everywhere 
behind the Iron Curtain. Bad food, 


‘bad service, primitive “arrange- 
ments.” But in Moscow, the 
“guides” smile proudly and say 


“Isn’t this wonderful? 
doo-dads, nothing that is not need- 
ed; the unessentials are for the 
good of all.” And they think they 
mean it. While in Warsaw. the lo- 
cals sigh constantly and apologize 
ardently. And you know they mean 
it. 














Propaganda Films 
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an accident; nor does it represent 
a policy decision 
the film industry itself. There are 
a good many responsible industry 
executives who believe it would 
have been far wiser to put the best 
foot forward at Moscow. 

The Moscow screenings are be- 
ing held in the Kremlin Theatre 
| A number of extraneous events are 


being arranged. For instance, the | 


Soviets are screening a series of 
“Films You Have Not Seen,” rep- 


resenting pictures made in Russia | 


but not exported. An “Artists af 
| the Soviet Cinema” exhibition also 
has been arranged. 

The Russian hosts are staging 
seminars bringing together writ- 


ers, producers and critics from 
| various countries. There's also 
| quite an extensive sightseeing 


' schedule for foreign visitors, in- 
| cluding the Kremlin, Moscow Uni- 
versity and the Soviet Exhibition 
| of Economic Achievement. Steam- 
boat excursions up the Moscow- 
| Volga Canal are being undertaken. 














Skouras 
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Russians, Iron Curtain reps and 
a few Americans. 

Incidentally, another—East Ger- 
man— version of “Anne Frank” is 
to be shown at the _ festival. 
Skouras reportedly has protested 


| against it to the Soviets. 20th’s 
“Diary” was shown out-of-com- 
| petition. Screening took place at 
11 p.m. at night, following the 


showing of a Polish film. 

One of the highlights of the fest 
so far has been the world preem 
of Raoul Levy's Brigitte Bardot 
| starrer, “Babette Goes to War.” 
Fest opened with the British 
“Room at the Top” on Aug. 3. It 
runs through Aug. 17. 


Renoir Using ‘Illusion’ 





Coin to Make New Pic 


Paris, Aug. 4. 


Vet French pic director Jean 
Renoir, who has also worked in 
Hollywood, made enough money 


this season with the reissue of his 
1937 pic, “La Grande Illusion,” to 
make a film on his own that has 
been systematically refused by al- 
most all the French producers. 

| Vehicle is called “Le Dejeuner 
sur L'Herbe” (The Dinner in the 
Woods) and is about artificial in- 
semination. It will be made in 
24 days sans stars in keeping with 
the tactics of the so-called “new 
| wave” of young filmmakers here. 


in the “Perils of Pauline” series|ence to listen to everything in Renoir is rehearsing.the pic com- 


with Pearl White. 
Stevens appeared on Broadway 


'Russia, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia 
jor any other country behind the 


in “The Iceman Cometh,” “I Mar-jIron Curtain with caution, this 
. 


| pletely in Paris before going down 
| to the South of France to shoot 
| the pic entirely on location. 


No fancy | 


undertaken by, 


MARRIAGES 


| Lee Ann Weimer to Van Prineas, 

Chicago, July 1. Bride is a pub- 
licist with Grant Advertising, that 
city. 
| Joanne Ruth Toor to Nate Cum- 
mings, Aug. 9, New York. He is 
board chairman of Consolidated 
Foods Corp. and a member of the 
board of Loew's Inc. 

Margie Adams to Buzz Tosten, 
Elmhurst, Iil., Aug. 3. Bride was 
with p.r. office of WGN Inc. in Chi. 
| Helene Summers to Don Lewitt, 
| New York, Aug. 6. Bride is a Thea- 
tre Network Television secretary; 
he’s a Mutual Network station re- 
lations man. 

Isabel (Betty Best) Ostroff to 
Dan Sobol, New York, Aug. 8. 
He's an NBC-TV Network sales- 
man. 
| Lisa Rayne to Mark Hamilton, 
London, Aug. 6. Bride is an actress 
|}appearing in Agatha Christie's 
“The Mousetrap.” 
| Barbara Francis to Ricky Mer- 
/son, Kent, England, Aug. 3. Both 
are musicomedy performers. 

Ann Vlinsky to M.D. Hawkins, 
Houston, recently. He’s manager of 
| the Garden Oaks Theatre in that 
| city. 
| Rosie Turner to Rex King, Lin- 
| den, Tex., Aug. 8. He’s stunt man 
| and songwriter. 
| Joanne L. Dickinson to Peter H. 
Tanner, Winchester, N.H., Aug. 1. 
Both are musicians. 

Joan Pollak to Samuel R. Kan, 
|New York, July 26. Bride is an 
actress; he’s with the N. Y. Times 
|and was VARIETY correspondent in 
Bermuda. 

Tania Wilkof to Larry Gates, 
Aug. 2, Huntington, Conn. He’s an 
actor. 
| _ Ruth Moskin to William H. Fine- 
shriber Jr., Aug. 9, New York. She's 
proprietor of the Ruth Moskin Art 
Gallery in N.Y.; he’s director of 
international operations of Screen 
Gems Inc. the tv subsidiary of 
Columbia Pictures. 

Margaret O'Brien to Harold 
Robert Allen Jr., Aug. 8, Holly- 
wood. She's the film actress; he's 
an art student. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cusack, 
son, July 31, Chicago. Mother is 
assistant promotion director of TV 
Guide in that city and formerly of 
NBC's press dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. James McKenzie, 
daughter, Aug. 2, in Appleton, Wis. 
Mother is an actress, currently 
with the Peninsula Plavers, Fish 
Creek, Wis.; father is general man- 
ager of the Westport (Conn.) Coun- 
try Playhouse. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Remaine, 
July 20, in New York. Mother is 
legit-tv actress Shirley Blanc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bil Zak, daugh- 
ter, Houston, recently. Father is a 
disk jockey on KTRH in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. David -Whitfield, 
daughter, Hull, England, Aug. 3 
Father is a tv and disk singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth McKellar, 
son, Glasgow, Scotland, Aug. 3. 
Father's a tv, radio and concert 
singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Prager, 
daughter, New York, July 31. 
Father is an actor-director; mother 
is actress Georgann Johnson, 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe DeVito, son, 
Washington, July 30. Father is a 
WTTG-TV film editor. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Putch, 
daughter, July 31, at Chambers- 
burg, Pa. Father operates the 
Totem Pole Playhouse, Fayette- 
ville, Pa; mother is Broadway 
actress Jean Stapleton. 

















Hartford Lawyer 


Continued from page | eee 








the works. He is asking only for 
| payment of some of the profits the 
detective stories have made. In 
| addition to the Russian Ministry of 
Culture, four publishing houses 
have been named in the suit 

According to Berman, the Sher- 
lock Holmes stories are hot sellers 
in Russia. Millions of copies of 
the books have been published. 
The barrister said that once the 
Red Army newspaper published 
two of the Doyle stories and that 
they were read by more than 
6,000,000 troops 

The Harvard prof, says that the 
suit is a matter of principle as to 
whether the Russian publishing 
houses, which have earned for- 
tunes on works by Western au- 
thors, should retain all the profits. 

A victory by Berman, who will 
argue the case in Russian in which 
he is fluent, could pave the way 
for all kinds of literary, musical 
'and theatrical claims. 
| Prof. Berman is a loce! product 





Wednesday, August 12, 1959 


VARIETY 


ow,it’s “Dame Commander’ Ella... 





Lark-like Ella is the Dame of Jazz 


Her voice lilts like a lark’s 
and swells with organ sadness, 
is tender and then wry with the 
finest swerve, and she has a 
bat-like sensitivity of ear which 
enables her to skim dazzlingly 
above the surface of a song with 
never a momentary ‘muff. 

Fireworks 

Her curtain item is an extend- 
ed piece of scat-singing, taken 
at breakneck speed, which is a 
surrealist scrapbook of lines 
from assorted lyrics, jumbled 
styles, snatches of Russian folk- 
song and English madrigal, and 
bits of instrumental limitation 
thrown in, and which had the = 
audience pounding the floor. 

~KENNETH ALLSOP, © 


London Daily Mail » 


America has no system of 
honours for the arts, but in the 
same terms that Margot Fon- 
teyn deserves to be a Dame 
Commander of the British Em- 
pire, Ella Fitzgerald is my nom- 
ination for a Dame Commander 

of the World of Jazz. 
j There was not a whiff of in- 
congruity about Dame Ella tak- 
ing over the concert stage of the 
Royal Festival Hall for 40 min- 
utes of each performance of 
Jazz at the Philharmonic’s 
weekend opening of its 1959 
British tour. 
Surrealist 
... spending a good deal of time 
- and breath on Pops and ballads 

*. not strictly within the jazz 
sphere, she yet transports the 
material and the occasion to the 














level of greatness. 


ity of the audience were 
highly satisfied with what they 
got for their money. 

With Ella it all sounds so 
easy. The breathtaking tech- 
nique is almost unnoticed as 
that flexible, expressive voice 
seeps into every pore. 

BREATHTAKING 

Hers is the apparent sim- 
plicity of the great artist. Is 
she a jazz singer or the worlds 
greatest “pop” star? Who 
cares, she gets my vote in the 
polls every time. 

—BOB DAWBARN, 
Melody Moker 


Artistry of 
Ella Fitzgerald 


JAZZ AT FESTIVAL HALL 

A second helping of that 
curious cool ragout known as 
“Jazz at the Philharmonic” 
was served up at the Royal 
Festival Hall, London, on 
Saturday. 

The greater part of the time, 
and rightly so, was given to 
Miss Ella Fitzgerald. The in- 
troductory superlatives were 
fully justified; she really is an 
incomparable artist. Her mel- 
low contralto can sidle win- 
ningly or soar like a col- 
oratura as she wishes. Her 
“straight” singing shows a 
subtlety of phrasing that no 
one else in this field can 
achieve, and her occasional 
excursions into riproaring 
improvisation have an instru- 
mental precision and virtu- 
osity. Not the least remarkable 
is the apparent lack of effort 
behind it all. 


Manchester Guardian 


—H, bey ; 
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or less faultless, There remains 
little that one can find to say 
about her, Many people in the 
audiences who came strictly tor 
pleasure rather than to assess 
anybody’s merits kept saying in 
joyfully shocked voices tha 
Ella sounded uncannily like the 
Elia they hear on record, as 
though this were some freak of 
circumstance. What these peo- 
ple really mean I suppose, is 
that Ella on stage was so good 
that she did not disappoint 
who have been delighted by 
recorded performances 

Ella is another singer who 
draws heavily on the material 
of writers like the Gershwins 
and Rogers and Hart, and as 
she is one of the most sympathe- 
tic interpreters of intelligent 
lyrics, the result is singing of a 
high literate standard 

Towards the end of the eve- 
ning she sang extracts from 
Gershwin’s “Porgy and Bess,” 
end sang them with such supers 
lative control and moving ten- 
derness that the rest of the bill 
was eclipsed in the hush. 

There wag also a version of 
“Lady Be Good” which caught 
ail of us on the wrong foot who 
had been expecting the usual 
scat performance. Ella took 
“Lady Be Good” which caught 
po and sang a subdued version 
which was quite masterly. 


Superlative! 
—BENNY GREEN, 


The Record Mirror 
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Rate on Gershwin 


Either breezy and bright or 
bluesy and blase, Ella Fitz- 
gerald is still a first-rate crowd 
pleaser when she sings any 
number; put her on an all- 
Gershwin program and you 
have a sumptuous musical re- 
past as the near-capacity audi- 
ence at Hollywood Bowl did 
last Friday evening. 

Whenever the Bowl wants 
a highly-successful evening 
dedicated to a composer, they 
need look no farther than 
Ella Fitzgerald to make it 
both memorable and decid- 
edly individualistic. As in 
one of Gershwin’s songs, the 
Fitzgerald touch makes it 
“S’Wonderful,” 

~—J.G.H., 
L.A. Exominer 


Ella sings Gershwin 


For nearly an hour and a half 
of a two-hour “Pops” Concert in 
Hollywood Bow! last night, Ella 
sang the songs of George and 
Ira Gershwin. Upon each she 
managed to leave the imprint of 
her own warn personality and 
love of singing,.. 

Haunts with ‘Porgy & Bess’ 

And above all, she’s a whale 
of an entertainer, as witness the 
rapt attention of a near Bowl- 
full of Fitzgerald enthusiasts, 
who wouldn't et her go until 
she had encored with excerpts 
from her new “Porgy and Bess” 
album, sung in haunting style, 
more like a lament than any- 
thing else... 

But Ella was there most of 
the time, and that made another 
Fitzgerald evening which will 
linger in memory. It was that 


good, 
RAYMOND KENDALL, 
L.A. Mirror-News 
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Luster to Gershwin 
In the midst of the flurry of 

Gershwin activity around town 

recently, Ella Fitzgerald, with 


Nelson Riddle conducting the ; 

Hollywood Bowl Pops Orches- 3 
tra, created a challenge for her- | 
self by devoting an entire cone | 


cert to songs by George and Ira 
Gershwin at the Hollywood 
Bowl Friday evening. 

To those acquainted with Miss 
Fitzgerald's past performances, 
though, it came as no surprise 
to hear the well-known tunes 
acquire new luster and undergo 
something of a metamorphosis 
when invigorated by Ella’s voe 
¢al interpretations. 

Without impinging on the 
composers’ original musical in- 
tent, Miss Fitzgerald either re- 


vises or embellishes the Gersh- 


win songs until they are tran- 
scended by and subjugated to 
the imprint of her personality 
and style. 
Whatever the 
sources she draws upon, Miss 
Fitzgerald is entirely devoid of 
pretense and artificiality. She 
does not croon or caterwaul, and 
her ubiquitous sense of humor 
imparts to much of her work a 
sunny twinkle. She possesses 
the dignity and sincerity, as well 
as the musicianship, to turn the 
singing of popular songs into 


an art. 
~ MIMI CLAR, 
L.A, Times 


Wises tat cba ead Dake 


Exclusive Representation, Norman Granz 
4 451 N. Canon Drive, Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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_ Once again—it's BRILLIANT ; 
' Ella ali the way "+ (So like her records, too!) : 
| Variety has always been the |! SUPERB 
| Strongest selling point of 7 On paper this year's edition of 
| Norman Granz’s Jazz at the 4 jazz AT THE PHILHAR- 
moe. nn nt © MONIC does not look as good 
> ,,The 1959 unit is as pre- =- as the Granz package which . See Meee So SRRRTT BY 
s dictable as its predecessors, * toured Britain last year. ———— _ - 
4 with Ella Fitzgerald dominat- —_ However, the opening last 
: ing the show both in time and = Saturday at London's Royal 
talent. She alone would al- ©) Festival Hall proved to be a al } aC a e 
ways be worth a pound of _ very, very pleasant surprise. To 7? S 
anybody's money—with any a large percentage of the audi- 
great moments from the other ; ences who will watch this tour, 
artists thrown in as a bonus. " the letters JATP will mean 
, SATISFIED + ELLA FITZGERALD... i W — 
* I caught the second house _— 
at the Koyal Festival Hall on Fuatitees , h h 
| Sunday, when there could be _ m... hy on «tagalog Base ‘ — 
j no doubt that the vast major- ©% vii chistosaythatshewasmore _ Ella Fitzgerald First | Ella Fitzgerald Adds 
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